
Extravaganza on Ice Thrills 60,000 at Christmas Party in FW 


BEAUTY ON ICE—Remarkable panorama shows one of crowds at Convair I Number of performances were held so everyone could attend. (Additional pic- 

FW during, Christmas ice show sponsored by CRA that drew a total of 60,000. | tures on page 8.) _ 






State, County 
Officials to see 
Traffic Snarl 

Convair FW’s critical shift- 
change traffic problem will 
be placed squarely before 
high level state, county, and 
city officials Friday, Jan. 5, 
in a special conference called 
by Convair in conjunction 
with the Air Force. 

Invitations to attend the con¬ 
ference were sent out by A. C. 
Esenwein, FW division manager. 

The letters pointed out to the 
officials that the traffic problem 
at Convair and Carswell Air 
Force Base shift change is “criti¬ 
cal—perhaps serious enough to 
jeopardize national security. ,, 

Esenwein wrote that Convair 
FW employment is almost 25,000 
now, close to the peak during 
World War II, and pointed out 
that more automobiles are being 
driven to the plant every day 
than ever before in its history. 

“It is possible,” he said, “that 
activity at Convair and Carswell 
will increase, so we feel that 
prompt action should be taken to 
relieve this critical situation.” " 

The division manager said that 
Convair has tried all the “piece¬ 
meal methods at our disposal,” 
including car pools, staggering 
working hours and so on, but that 
these efforts have given little 
relief, and have not solved the 
basic problem: the need for more 
adequate roads. 

“Any improvement in the road¬ 
ways to the plant will benefit the 
city of Fort Worth as much as 
Carswell and Convair,” Esenwein 
said, “because it will lessen traf¬ 
fic congestion after shift-change 
on many Fort Worth principal 
streets.” 

Officials are scheduled to ar¬ 
rive at the plant about 2:30 p.m. 
Friday. They will get an on-the- 
spot personal experience when at 
3:50 p.m. they get in their auto¬ 
mobiles and drive through the 
shift-change traffic to Carswell. 

After they return to the plant 
they will view both motion pic¬ 
tures and still pictures of the 
traffic congestion near the plant. 

Esenwein will address them 
briefly on “the effects of the 
traffic problem on B-36 produc¬ 
tion and possible solutions.” 

Lt. Col. A. E. Stuart, Air 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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See pages 4 and 5 
for highlights of 
Convair in 1950. 


WHICH TWIN?—When Air Force needed six dummies to drop 
from a T-29, simulating parachute jumpers, wiseacres at Convair 
SD "likened" them to Convair men. Left to right, Supt. J. P. 
Hopman, A. E. Kemp Sr., H. G. Rote, J. M. Rogers, H. D. Cro- 
martie, J. F. Glen. (Any resemblance is coincidental.) 


Tremendous 


Ahead For 


Task' 
Convair 


Savage Named 
To AF Position 

Assignment of Maj. Columbus 
(Doc) Savage as assistant AF 
officer-in-charge at Convair’s 
Fort Worth division was an¬ 
nounced today by Lt. Col. A. E. 
Stuart, AF office-in-charge. 

Savage, who has just com¬ 
pleted command and staff school 
at Maxwell Air Force Base, has 
been connected with the B-36 
program for almost four years. 
He was formerly in B-36 project 
office at Air Materiel Command 
headquarters, Dayton, Ohio. 

He was AMC liaison officer to 
Eglin Air Force Base from Feb. 
1950 until he left to attend com¬ 
mand and staff school. 

A senior pilot, Savage spent 
more than three years as a pris¬ 
oner of the Japanese during 
World War II. He received the 
Purple Heart for wounds re- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


in '51, Says Cohu 

Years of hardship, tremendous effort, sacrifice and per¬ 
haps even peril lie ahead for men and women of Convair 
along with all other Americans, LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president, said this week in his annual New Year state¬ 
ment. 

Usually jovial and quick to add a humorous touch, Cohu 
this year was solemn, even grave. His views were heavily 
shadowed by current world events. 

“Our task will increase tre- 


THREE-SHIFT MAN — Billie 
Graves, timekeeper (or Convair 
FW's Flight department, chalks 
up plenty of time for this un¬ 
named flight crew member. He's 
on duty three shifts every day in 
the year. But he needs a name. 
(Story on page 2) 


FIGHT TICKETS—H. G. Starkey of CRA at FW, left, shown 
buying 4,000 tickets for Golden Gloves tourney. Sixty-cent tickets 
will be sold by CRA for 25 cents. Others are Loyd Turner, center, 
FW Public Relations, and Bob Hoyt, members of Golden Gloves 
club. 


CRA Arranges 
Low Rate Fight 
Tickets at FW 

A chance for Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion Convair and Air Force folks 
to see the regional Golden Gloves 
amateur boxing tournament at 

<---4K 

bargain rates was announced this 
week by Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation. 

CRA at FW is sponsoring two 
“Convair Nights” at Will Rogers 
coliseum. To give FW division 
families bargain rates, CRA 
bought 4,000 general admission 
tickets which normally cost 60 
cents. 

But the special price through 
CRA is 25 cents each. 

Tickets went on sale in the 
plant this week. They are being 
sold first come, first served as 
long as they last. There are 3,000 
(Continued on Page 2) 


mendously during 1951, of that 
I feel certain,” Cohu said. 
“Americans may be tried as 
they have never been tried .be¬ 
fore. The responsibility rests 
particularly heavily upon such 
concerns as ours, for the safety 
of the nation well may depend 
upon how skillfully we do o-ur 
job and how hard we work to 
accomplish it.” 

Although Cohu had a hearty 
“well done” for everyone in Con¬ 
vair during 1950 and commented 
that “though we had some rough 
spots, our production and the 
quality of our products continue 
to climb,” he seemed more con¬ 
cerned with the future. 

Declining to comment specifi¬ 
cally upon the work that lies 
ahead, Cohu sketched a continued 
B-36 program at a high level of 
activity, noted the importance of 
the flying boat orders at San 
Diego and called attention to re¬ 
vived emphasis upon the Convair- 
Liner program. 

“We are in the market to sell 
more Convair-Liners. However, 
this is no ‘business as usual’ 
move. There is an important 
military aspect. Air transport 
is as vital to warfare as com¬ 
bat planes.” 

Regardless of the subject of 
conversation, Cohu could not be 
deflected from viewing 1951 in 
military terms. 

“In the early years of the last 
war when Great Britain was tak¬ 
ing a terrific beating from the 
air and unable to mount an of¬ 
fensive, I dined one evening in 
Washington with Sir Henry and 
Lady Self. (Sir Henry headed 
the British Purchasing Commis¬ 
sion in the United States.) I re¬ 
marked to Lady Self that it was 
a strange war, with British civil 
ians suffering far heavier casual 
ties than the armed forces. I 
have never forgotten her reply: 

“ ‘Mr. Cohu, there are no 
civilians in England !’ ” 

In effect, the United States is 
in a similar situation today, Cohu 
said, whether we choose to recog¬ 
nize it or not. 

“We have no place for ‘civil- 
continued on page 2) 


FW Sets Record 
in Realization 

Employees in Convair Fort 
Worth division’s 14 factory direct 
departments did more work—and 
better work—in the period end¬ 
ing Dec. 22 than at any time in 
the history of B-36 production, 
judging from realization figures. 

The average of all depart¬ 
ments for the period was 82.8 
per cent, the highest point reach¬ 
ed thus far in the “100 per 
center” campaign. The average 
for the week ending Dec. 22 was 
even higher: 84.4 per cent. 

But only five departments 
made 100 per cent or more of the 
realization targets assigned 
them: 

Armament, Dept. 76, Cecil Mc¬ 
Clure, general foreman. 

Conversion, Dept. 63, Odell 
Story, foreman. 

Fuel Sealing, Dept. 48, J. E. 
Crumbley, general foreman. 

Metal Forming, Dept. 31, E. G. 
Henderson and R. W. Lilly, gen¬ 
eral foremen. 

Machine Shop, Dept. 50, H. R. 
Montgomery, general foreman. 


SUPERINTENDENT—A. E. Hill, 
former general foreman, who this 
week was named superintendent 
of tool manufacturing at Convair 
SD. 
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Promotions 


Hitchhikers 


FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or wi.hin supervision, profes¬ 
sional or administrative: 

Dept. 6: To enginering designer B, F. 

M. Dodson Jr., W. C. Stone, T. Wel- 

born : to service engineer A, R. E. 
Jordan ; to field service representative 
B, W. T. Hill Jr. ; engineering designer 
A, E. Moller Jr., A. Avgerenos, J. S. 
Styrsky; to process engineer A, W. D. 
Smith ; to assistant project engineer, W. 
A. Clegern ; to aerodynamics engineer 
A, W. T. MacCarthy; to senior design 
group engineer, E. B. Maske Jr. ; to 

group engineer, R. J. Patton, C. G. 

Martin Jr., C. H. Green Jr., P. A. 

Audano. 

Dept. 7: To assistant superintendent, 
L. Wilkerson. 

Dept. 12: To supervisor, A. S. Witchell 
Jr., R. W. Moller, W. P. Easley. 

Dept. 14: To assistant foreman, J. E. 
Patty; to general foreman, G. A. 
Frazier. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, W. 

G. Lovell, J. B. Owen, J. A. Beil, H. 

N. Speer, H. G. McQuitty; to assistant 
supervisor, W. P. Ramsay ; to foreman, 
V. J. Love Jr., P. L. Smith, D. J. 
Gorman Jr. 

Dept. 25: To assistant foreman, A. 

H. Neace. 

Dept. 26: To liaison man A, J. 
Andrews ; to outside vendor contact man 
A, N. L. Jones. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, W. L. 
Muncy. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, H. 
H. Mazac Jr. 

Dept. 61: To general foreman, C. B. 
Nolan. 

Dept. 82: To assistant foreman, H. C. 
Truax, W. C. Henderson, E. P. Han¬ 
cock ; to foreman, E. H. Splitts. 

To The Colors 

FORT WORTH 

Following are Convair FW employees 
who gave military service as reason for 
their terminations: 

Dept. 4, Thomas Nelson Jr., Paul 
Barnwell, H. H. Miller, H. W. Ivey; 
Dept. 9, E. G. Havins; Dept. 12, R. G. 
Holman ; Dept. 20, L. M. Glendinning, 
J. W. Weaver; Dept. 22, H. E. Bishop, 

V. L. Wise, L. D. Robinette, N. B. 
Shrader Jr. 

Dept. 25, D. G. Rucker; Dept. 27, G. 

E. Ramsey, J. P. Gardner, H. D. Price, 
T. D. Tigner, J. N. Dearmore, S. G. 
Fuex, G. C. Huber; Dept. 30, C. D. 
Peacock; Dept. 31, H. J. Campbell, R. 
L. Herd, H. C. Howard, R. P. Phillips, 

E. J. Baker, B. G. Blevins, A. D. 
Livrance, B. G. Jones, D. L. Layne, W. 

F. Reynolds, W. I. Wylie, J. C. Daniels, 
R. F. Stevens Jr. Dept. 43, R. D. Man- 
tooth, H. T. Campbell, B. D. Hogan. 

Dept. 44, A. J. Fairweather, C. C. 
Read, C. A. Reed, M. V. Maxey, R. E. 
Dean ; Dept. 45, G. N. Grubbs, D. B. 
Puckett, R. L. Harkrider; Dept. 46, 
Boyce Casler, J. R. Mills, C. R. Hobbs, 
H. O. Blanton, D. S. McCown. J. L. 
Hooper, Jimnro Huff, J. D. Worthey; 
Dept. 47, J. A. Campbell, J. W. Lewis, 
J. Payne. 

Dept. 48. H. E. Barnes; Dept. 50, R. 
L. Reed, J. B. Thronberry, Isaac Pre¬ 
witt, Joseph Rios, P. N. Uercher, V. F. 
Tidwell, Jesse Brashears, B. V. Casler ; 
Dept. 61, F. G. Stemmel ; Dept. 73, T. 

W. Pevey, B. G. Gray, E. D. Harris, H. 
D. Miller, P. J. Warren, R. L. Trotter, 
Clyde Fussell ; Dept. 75, Daniel Flores, 
J. W. Hubbard, R. J. Husband, B. J. 
Huffman, G. B. Norris, J. K. Stults; 
Dept. 81, W. M. Probes, A. D. Farrell, 
A. G. Mohn ; Dept. 82, D. A. Wolfe. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

BEARD—Daughter, Yvonne, 7 lbs. 7 
oz., born Dec. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. Ben¬ 
ton Beard. Dept. 44. 

SYLVESTER—Daughter, Cheryl, 7 lbs. 
1% oz., born Nov. 14 to Mr. and Mrs. 

G. E. Sylvester. 


FW Club Offers 
$70 Scholarships 

Two Dale Carnegie scholar¬ 
ships worth $70 each will be 
awarded two members of the 
Convair FW Management Club 
who turn in the best papers in 
the January “Supervisors Say” 
contest. 

Members of the club are in¬ 
vited to write three reasons why 
one of the most effective leader¬ 
ship tools is setting an example 
for others, according to C. E. 
Roeder, club education committee 
chairman. To be eligible, papers 
must be turned into Roeder at 
tube 43 by Jan. 10. 

Best papers will be published 
in the January issue of “Super¬ 
visors Say,” published by the 
club for members. Winners of 
the scholarships will be an¬ 
nounced at the Jan. 20 club meet¬ 
ing. 

CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


FORT WORTH 

J. L. White, Dept. 50, wants ride to 
and from 4536 Wabash (Kellis Park), 
first shift. WE-3061. 

A. C. Pfennighausen, Dept. 24 8, 
wants ride to and from Pennsylvania 
and Summit, first shift. FO-7166. 

Goldia Compton, Dept. 4-1, wants four 
riders to and from Weatherford, Tex., 
first shift. Ext. 2159 or 1850-R, Weath¬ 
erford. 

Deaths 

LICETT—C. J., Dept. 25-3. Died Dec. 

23. Survivors: wife, two daughters, 
mother, four sisters, one brother, two 
grandchildren. 

MECKLE—Fred J., Dept. 22-5. Died 
Dec. 24. Survivors: wife, two children. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Following employees received employee 
suggestion awards totaling $264.24: 

Dept. 4: Juanita Dutton; Dept. 6, C. 
F. Cook; Dept. 14, J. W. Bomar; Dept. 

24, G. W. Williams; Dept. 25, L. C. 
Keay; Dept. 31, C. B. Lewis, H. A. 
Shull, A. L. Crow. 


Service Pins 


FORT WORTH 

The following Convair FW employees 
recently received service pins: 

Ten-Year Pins: Dept. 6, G. E. Me- 
Pherren, J. E. Maddon, W. Moorad, D, 
J. Pritchard: Dept. 7, K. A. Day; Dept, 
12, H. B. Llewellyn, E. L. Schultz, R, 
L. Lambert son, P. D. Pittman, R. W, 
Dodd; Dept. 24, J. N. Zinn ; Dept. 61, J, 
T. Dearing; Dept. 81, C. C, Vanderbilt 
Dept. 82, J. C. Ghiloni. 

Five-Year Pins: Dept. 6, C. H. Clem¬ 
ents ; Dept. 20, B. R. Israel ; Dept. 22, 
W. H. Allen, H. L. Carter, E. J. San- 
strom, R. F. Tallon; Dept. 25, B, 
Thompson ; Dept. 30, D. C. Gargis ; Dept, 
44, W. A. Douglas, W. L. Howington, S, 
R. Sellers, Jr. ; Dept. 63, J. L. Payne: 
Dept. 73, T. M. Smith. 


CRA Arranges Low 
Rate Fight Tickets 

(Continued from page 1) 
tickets for Friday night, Jan. 19, 
and 1,000 tickets for Saturday 
night, Jan. 20. 

The Saturday night tickets 
were being made available first 
to second shift employees, as they 
will bp working Friday night, it 
was pointed out by H. G. Starkey, 
CRA president. If all Saturday 
night tickets are not bought by 
second shift folks, they will then 
be offered to first shift em¬ 
ployees. 

Starkey said that if all 4,000 
tickets are sold, an effort will be 
made to obtain more tickets, but 
that there is no assurance this 
will be possible. 

Three young Convair FW em¬ 
ployees will be among contenders 
in the tournament. (See sports 
section.) 

Employees who want to buy 
tickets at the special 25-cent rate 
may do so by applying to their 
department clerks. Department 
clerks, in turn, are asked to ob¬ 
tain tickets in the CRA office of 
Employee Services section, Ext. 
5141. 

Reserved seats at special rates 
also may be obtained for either 
of the two Convair nights. Here’s 
how: buy as many of the special 
tickets as the number of reserved 
seats you intend to buy. Use the 
special tickets when you buy 
your reserved tickets. You pay 
only 25 cents for the special 
ticket, but the total standard 60- 
cent price will be applied against 
the price of the reserved ticket. 

“In other words,” Starkey ex¬ 
plained, “by buying our special 
CRA ticket for a quarter, you 
save 35 cents on the price of a 
reserved seat. But only one spe¬ 
cial CRA ticket may be used to 
apply on the price of one re¬ 
served seat.” 

Arrangements for the special 
Convair nights were made by the 
CRA Employee Council through 
L. L. Turner, manager of Pub¬ 
lic Relations at FW—who is also 
a member of a special Golden 
Gloves committee handling 
tickets. 
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LIS IENERS AND SINGERS—Convair Choral group at FW, under direction of Roy Cantrell, 
right, provided Christmas carols Dec. 20 under community Christmas tree in Burk Burnett park. E. G. 
Crosier, left, Employee Services supervisor, narrated Christmas story. Among listeners (left) were 
these Convair folk, four generations of them. Mrs. Charles Tobin, grandmother, and Mrs. Frank Cas¬ 
teel, mother, of Louis Casteel (Dept. 27 FW), his wife Dorothy, and their children Dorothy Lou 
and Frank. Also shown are Mr. and Mrs. Roy D. Jones of FW medical section. 


Work Starts on 
Parking Lots 

Work was scheduled to start 
this week on rearrangement of 
Convair FW parking lots design¬ 
ed both to increase the number 
of parking spaces and to speed 
the flow of traffic in and out of 
the plant. 

Work was planned first on the 
south parking lot. While work is 
under way, approximately one- 
third of the lot is closed. When 
work on that lot is completed, 
crews will move at the next lot 
north. 

Pouring of concrete for the new 
south entrance to the plant has 
been completed, and contractors 
are building fences and putting 
up lights along the roadway. The 
roadway cannot be used, however, 
until the south parking lot has 
been rearranged. 

When parking lots have been 
rearranged and the new roadway 
opened, the flow of traffic into 
the lots will be changed. Cars 
will enter one gate and go out 
another. Details of the new traf¬ 
fic pattern, which probably will 
be put into effect late in January, 
will be given in the Jan. 17 issue 
of CONVAIRIETY. 

In another move designed to 
increase traffic flow and provide 
improved safety conditions, crews 
began work last week on a pedes¬ 
trian underpass. When complete, 
Dept. 61 employees working on 
the Flight line on Grant’s Lane 
may walk to the parking lot 
without danger from automobile 
traffic. Work is scheduled to be 
completed in about 30 working 
days (days on which weather is 
suitable for the contractors’ 
crews). 


Savage Named 
To AF Position 

(Continued from page 1) 
ceived during a bombing raid on 
Bataan, and he was on Bataan 
when that stronghold fell to the 
enemy. He spent time in five dif¬ 
ferent prison camps. 

A graduate of the University 
of Alabama, Savage began avia¬ 
tion cadet training in June 1940 
and was commissioned the fol¬ 
lowing February at Kelly Air 
Force Base. After a brief tour of 
duty as an A-20 pilot at Savan¬ 
nah Air Force Base, Georgia, he 
went overseas for combat duty in 
the Pacific. 

He and his wife, Pauline, have 
three children — Tommy, 8; 
Stephen IV 2 ; and Wanda, 5 
months. At press time he was 
looking for a three - bedroom 
house to rent. 


Ryan Honored at 
Farewell Dinner 

Ray 0. Ryan, Convair vice- 
president, manufacturing, was to 
be honored Dec. 29 at Colonial 
Country Club at a farewell din¬ 
ner attended by members of 
Ryan’s former FW division staff 
and their wives. 

Ryan was preparing to leave 
FW division for San Diego, where 
he assumes his new post as a 
member of Convair’s executive 
staff in the general offices. 


Convair Group Goes 
to Aid of FW Needy 

Forty-five employees in Con¬ 
vair’s illustration section (6-5), 
made sure one needy Fort 
Worth family will have Christ¬ 
mas all year long. 

The workers read in a Fort 
Worth newspaper of the bleak 
Christmas in store for a widow 
and five small children. They 
not only contributed $50 to 
make certain the family would 
have a merry Christmas, but 
each 45 pledged to give $1 a 
month for the coming year to¬ 
ward the family’s support. 


NAME A DUMMY 
FOR FT. WORTH 

The Convair FW Flight de¬ 
partment needs a name for its 
steadiest employee—a character 
who’s on duty three shifts a day, 
seven days a week, 365 days a 
year! 

As B. A. Erickson, manager of 
Flight, explains: He’s never ab¬ 
sent, never late, and doesn’t even 
take time off for lunch. 

The character, as you know 
from the photo, is a new dummy. 
And the Flight department needs 
a good name for him. 

“Convair employees at Fort 
Worth, San Diego, Daingerfield 
or anywhere else are invited to 
submit suggestions for his 
name,” says Erickson. 

Names may be mailed or turn¬ 
ed into the CONVAIRIETY of¬ 
fice at either FW or SD. CON¬ 
VAIRIETY will turn them over 
to the Flight department, which 
will choose the name. There are 
no prizes. The employee who 
submits the prize-winning name 
will have only the satisfaction of 
having helped the Flight depart¬ 
ment out of its dilemma. 

The character is used to teach 
Convair FW Flight crew mem¬ 
bers exactly how to wear and to 
use all the personal equipment 
necessary on B-36 flights at high 
altitudes. 

Flight needs a name for this 
character. 

What would you call him ? 



Parley Called on 
Traffic Problem 

(Continued from page 1) 
Force resident officer-in-charge, 
has been invited to address them 
on seriousness of the problem 
from a security stand-point, and 
Gen. C. S. Irvine, commanding 
general at Carswell, has been in¬ 
vited to explain the problem from 
a military standpoint. 

Among officials invited to the 
conference are Fred Wemble, 
chairman of the State Highway 
Commission; State Highway En¬ 
gineer Dewitt C. Greer; Col. 
Homer Garrison, director, state 
Department of Public Safety; 
State Senator Keith Kelly; state 
representatives from this area; 
Mayor Edgar Deen, members of 
the Fort Worth city council and 
other top-ranking city officials; 
county commissioners and county 
officials; and chamber of com¬ 
merce officials. 


'Tremendous Task' 
Ahead for Convair 

(Continued from page 1) 
ians’ for we are all on the firing 
line. These are anxious times 
and we must face the facts.” 

Despite the solemn tone of his 
message, Cohu left no doubt as 
to his confidence in Convair and 
his pride in the organization. 

“In Convair we have the 
brain and the skill and the 
strength and the will. No mat¬ 
ter what great tasks may lie 
ahead of us, with determination 
and American fortitude we will 
accomplish them. That I 
know!” 


Heart Attack Fatal 
For Fred Meckle 

Fred J. Meckle, Convair FW 
Dept. 22-5 assistant foreman, sec¬ 
ond shift, died of a heart attack 
in a Fort Worth hospital, Dec. 
24. 

Meckle, 52, had worked at Con¬ 
vair for the past six years. He 
is survived by his wife and two 
children.. Funeral services and 
burial were Dec. 26 in Fort 
Worth. 



BIGGEST CARD—Biggest Christmas card received at Convair 
FW division undoubtedly was this one presented to Guss Green 
by employees of the Service Engineering department which he 
heads. The "card" included a three-foot tree, large Santa Claus 
and autographs of all employees. 
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Circus, Ice Show Feature 
Big CRA Year For FW 


BY H. G. STARKEY 
(CRA President at FW) 

Any review of Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association activities at FW 
division during 1950 which pre¬ 
tended to be even partly complete 
would be nothing less than a 
book. 

So this will be only an at¬ 
tempt to pin-point a very few of 
the major CRA highlights. 

As the year ended, the nickels 
Convair FW folks put into the 
soft drink, candy and cigarette 
machines were supporting a total 
of 28 different recreational 
activities open to all FW division 
and Air Force families. 

In addition, they also support¬ 
ed a very mod¬ 
est welfare pro- 
gram under 
which CRA 
sponsors a blood 
bank which 
makes blood 
plasma and 
t r a n s fusions 
available to FW 
division employ¬ 
ees at no cost, 
and under which 
visits are made 
to employees confined to hospi¬ 
tals for long periods, and the 
like. 

The two major CRA plant-wide 
events of the year, of course, 
were the circus in the spring and 
the Christmas-time ice show. 

CRA’s presentation of the 
Gainesville Community Circus 
was CRA’s first attempt at a 
program intended to interest all 
employees and all members of 
their families—and it was a suc¬ 
cess beyond anyone’s fondest 
hopes. More than 40,000 people 
attended the show during the 
three performances—and the Will 
Rogers Coliseum bulged with the 
crowds. People were all but 
hanging from the rafters. 

It was only too successful. 
There weren’t enough seats to go 
around—and we were unable to 
arrange for additional perform¬ 
ances. But, anyway, umpteen 
thousand Convair youngsters had 
the time of their lives—and CRA 
learned how Convair folks turn 
out for such affairs. 

For this affair, CRA expresses 
its thanks to all Convair folks 
who participated, especially F. F. 
Gignilliat, CRA special events 
chairman, who bore the brunt of 
the work. CRA also expresses its 
thanks for the full support of 
top management for both the cir¬ 
cus and the entire CRA program. 

As result of our lesson with 
the circus, we decided to give not 
three but six performances of our 
combined Christmas party and 
ice show at the coliseum. But 
when ticket distribution began, it 
developed quickly that two more 


performances—making a total of 
eight—were necessary. 

That proved to be about right. 
I think that almost everyone en¬ 
titled to tickets obtained them, 
and the coliseum was comfort¬ 
ably filled—but not overflowing 
—at each one of the eight per¬ 
formances. 

The Christmas party cost CRA 
about $15,000. But that’s not 
much when you consider that it 
provided bang-up entertainment 
for 60,000 people. That’s about 
25 cents per person—and included 
about $6,500 worth of Christmas 
presents for the children. 

For the work on the Christmas 
party, CRA expresses its special 
thanks to Fred Bates, chairman, 
and members of his committee: 
Fred Foster, ushers; Finn Wahl, 
tickets; Walter Bradley, presents; 
Hank Wendorf, decorations, and 
Bob Vollmer, publicity. Thanks 
also are due Gignilliat, who is 
largely responsible for starting 
the ball rolling in the first place. 

Only lack of space prevents me 
from expressing public individual 
thanks to each one of the CRA 
commissioners who make up the 
CRA Employee Council. Each 
one of them did a good job dur¬ 
ing 1950—and I can assure you 
that they’ll do an even better job 
in 1951. 

There’ll be some big CRA 
doings in 1951. Convair night at 
the Golden Gloves tournament 
(you can read about that on page 
1) is only the first. There’ll be 
many more. Happy New Year! 


CONVAIR EMPLOYEES 
SWELL BLOOD BANK 

In the past six months, Convair 
FW employees have donated 324 
pints of blood to the CRA Blood 
Bank, reports M. A. Stewart, 
Blood Bank chairman. 

Value of the blood donated by 
Convair employees would be 
$9,720, at the rate of $30 per 
pint. The blood has been donated 
free of charge to other Convair 
and Air Force employees and 
members of their families in need 
of transfusions. 

In a letter to H. G. Starkey, 
CRA president, Stewart writes: 

“This report can only give to 
you the facts and figures and can 
in no way convey to you the most 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude of 
the many persons whose lives 
have been saved or whose re¬ 
covery from illness has been pos¬ 
sible by this service.” 

Persons willing to donate blood 
to the CRA Blood Bank may con¬ 
tact Stewart at ext. 6116, the 
CRA Office, 5141, on the first 
shift, or Roy Jarl, ext. 5141, sec¬ 
ond shift. 


'Green Thumbs' 
Out as Garden 
Club Resumes 

“Green thumbs” will be in 
order next week when SD’s Gar¬ 
den Club reconvenes at its first 
meeting of the new year, Jan. 10. 

CRA Commissioner Mike Delva 
announced that there will be two 
speakers, one to discuss camellias 
and another on how and when to 
cut back roses. The meeting will 
be in the CRA room in the base¬ 
ment of building 19. 

The camellia talk will be espe¬ 
cially appropriate in view of the 
coming camellia show scheduled 
for Feb. 4 and those who plan 
to show will find the talk highly 
informative. 

The rose lecture will include a 
discussion of other care, such as 
spraying, fertilizing, necessary to 
insure fine flowers all year. Delva 
urged all gardeners to attend. 


Six Capture Birds 
in CRA Shoot at FW 

Christmas came a little early 
this year to six Convair FW 
marksmen. They were the win¬ 
ners of the CRA-sponsored 
Christmas Turkey Shoot Dec. 16 
at the Fort Worth Rifle and Pis¬ 
tol Club. 

Outshooting 26 competitors, 
W. L. Bradshaw, Dept. 27-5, won 
the first prize turkey in the all¬ 
bore, all-sight match, using an 
8 mm. rifle. H. A. Cole, Dept. 
4-1, and J. C. King, Dept. 27-9, 
were second and third, respec¬ 
tively. They shot 30-06 rifles to 
win a duck and chicken. 

Twenty-five contestants vied 
for the .22 shoot prizes, with 
first place and a turkey going 
to B. W. Boulton, Dept. 81. Sec¬ 
ond prize duck was won by J. E. 
Grady, Dept. 63, and third prize, 
a chicken, was taken home by 
C. E. Bombardier, Dept. 27-1. 


Second Shift Photo 
Club Slated at FW 

A Camera Club activity for sec¬ 
ond shift personnel at Convair 
FW will be organized if enough 
camera hobbyists show an inter¬ 
est, according to H. G. Starkey, 
CRA president. 

It would be co-ordinated with 
the first shift Camera Club, but 
could provide activities at times 
convenient for second shift em¬ 
ployees. 

Second shift persons interested 
are asked to contact Roy Jarl, 
CRA Office, ext. 5141, on the 
second shift. 


CRA Band to Hold 
Practice Jan. 8 

Members of the CRA band will 
hold practice sessions each Mon¬ 
day in the new CRA radio shack, 
6801 Camp Bowie, beginning Jan. 
8. Practice sessions will begin at 
8 p.m. 

“We still need more musi¬ 
cians,” says M. W. Widener, band 
chairman. Those interested are 
invited to attend the Jan. 8 meet¬ 
ing. 


Inspectors ‘Adopt’ 
FW Needy Family 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsal 8 p.m. Jan. 8 and 
Jan. 15, CRA Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Convair bowlers must 
register for Southwest Bowling Tournament by Jan. 20 to be eligible. Register at 
City Bowling Association office or with Starkey. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting 8 p.m. Jan. 19 at 
Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Open house 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 8 at CRA Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 



H. G. Starkey 


CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing content 
now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at employej 
service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Beginners class 7:30 
to 8:15 p.m., advanced class 8:15 to 10 p.m., Jan. 11 and Jan. 25 at Recreation 
Hall, 215 W. Vickery. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Singles tournament starts 
this month. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. Family skating 7 p.m. 
Jan. 5 at Will Rogers Coliseum. Season closes Jan. 5. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 50- 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Ham radio code class 8-9 p.m. 
each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday on 29,500 kilocycles. 

RIDING^—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners’ class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., Jan 8 and Jan. 15, North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. 

STAMP CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until next spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


Dept. 27-9 inspectors stationed 
in Dept. 63 “adopted” a needy 
family for their Christmas “good 
deed.” 

The Convair workers delivered 
four bushels of groceries, clothes 
and toys to a family of nine chil¬ 
dren, a mother and an ill father. 



television as much as our children 
do!” 


Staff Gets Well Done' For 
Successful CRA Year 



Eddie Robinson 


BY EDDIE ROBINSON 
(CRA President for Convair SD) 

Convair Recreation Association- 
at San Diego faces its third year 
this week. 

The first meeting of the newly 
formed council was held Jan. 11, 
1949, and thus, in a few days, 
we will have 
completed two 
full years of 
operation. Much 
of this period 
it has been my 
privielge to be 
president, and I 
cannot remem¬ 
ber ever work¬ 
ing with a finer 
staff of assis¬ 
tants. 

As you know, 
the bulk of CRA 
work is carried on the broad 
shoulders of the commissioners. 
They are the ones who do the real 
work, produce the ideas for their 
separate activities, and join to¬ 
gether in organizing the all-com¬ 
pany events, such as our dances 
and the annual circus-picnic. 
Starting with the “A’s” I would 
like to offer a few words about 
each one of this hard-working 
team. 

In ARCHERY, Ed Generas dur¬ 
ing the year took over from Tony 
Manino and has done a fine job 
of picking up the reins. His or¬ 
ganization work on the annual 
San Diego open archery tourney 
rated top marks. It was through 
his efforts, too, that novice arch¬ 
ers now have equipment to bor¬ 
row from CRA. 

BADMINTON has not only an 
enthusiastic commissioner in John 
Lockwood, but a top player as 
well (who is good enough to be 
an instructor for adult education 
classes in connection with the city 
schools)! He did an excellent job 
during the year in organizing 
regular league play and has 
spread the activity to Hoover 
High, Coronado and Pt. Loma 
High School gyms. 

Pete Beyrer, a CRA mainstay, 
not only has shone as BASE¬ 
BALL commissioner (in which ca¬ 
pacity he spark-plugged the 
highly successful Little League 
play for Convair young ’uns), 
but also is a tireless helper at 
CRA clubhouse where it was 
largely through his efforts that 
the meeting place is a popular 
spot afternoons and evenings. He 
is the one who plugged until he 
got a shuffleboard, a pool table, 
table tennis equipment, etc. 

BOWLING, always a popular 
sport among Convair people, 
wound up one successful season 
during 1950 and started another 
one under the guidance of Mike 
Brooks and his assistant, Jim 
Hayman. Both top bowlers them¬ 
selves, they have kept hard at it, 
running the annual all-plant tour¬ 
nament and keeping the regular 
league play going smoothly. This 
has been accomplished despite 
Mike’s move to the second shift, 
which has thrown much of the 
responsibility onto Jim’s shoul¬ 
ders. 

Although Jack Reynolds’ 
CHORAL SINGING group has 
been inactive for some time, Jack 
has been a tireless assistant in 
the larger projects and was in 
valuable during the circus-picnic 
and the fall dance. 

No commissioner is more en 
thusiastic about his specialty 
than Mike Delva is about GAR¬ 
DENING. Mike will hold forth 
at the drop of a petunia and his 
efforts in organizing and promot¬ 
ing the various garden shows, as 
well as interesting meetings 
throughout the year, has been 
outstanding. 

GOLF under veteran commis¬ 
sioner Russ Osgood has closed 
another highly successful year, 
highlighted by the annual plant 
championship, the city industrial 
tournament and, even more im¬ 
portant, the regular monthly 
sweepstakes. Thanks to Russ 
(and his assistant Charlie Yater, 
who recently turned over his 
duties to Frank Csupak) all went 
off like clockwork. Few realize 


in, starting the players, keeping 
the records, figuring handicaps, 
thinking up new and novel tour¬ 
naments. It is because of their 
work that Convair SD is among 
the few companies which have a 
big enough golfing turnout to 
justify monthly events. 

HORSEBACK RIDING under 
Bill Bowlen enjoyed a healthy 
year with the Gymkana (highly 
successful show run off in June) 
and a series of group rides, chuck 
wagon meals and several popular 
western dances. No mean horse¬ 
man himself, Bill deserves a great 
deal of credit, along with the 
Riding Club officers, for the suc¬ 
cessful year. 

HORSESHOES continue to 
rank with the best sport in popu¬ 
larity at SD, living up to the 
emphasis which W. C. Gilchrist 
and Kurt Klein (day and night 
commissioners) place upon it. 
During the fall departmental and 
building tourneys have been held 
to determine the plant champion. 
Expansion and resulting shifts in 
personnel have made their job 
difficult, but they have done a 
fine job despite the handicaps. 

HUNTING and FISHING (my 
own activities) went fairly well 
during the year, but we hope to 
improve during 1951. 

PHOTOGRAPHY got a “shot 
in the arm” when C. E. Schultz 
took over and sponsored a suc¬ 
cessful series of lessons and prac¬ 
tical shooting. A current contest 
closed recently with Schultz him¬ 
self dividing honors with J. W. 
Cates (Dept. 6-4), a former Fort 
Worth enthusiast. 

Sparked by energetic Jack 
Benedict, the ROCKHOUNDS 
and the STAMP CLUB did ex¬ 
tremely well during the year. The 
Rockhounds continued their regu¬ 
lar classes in the Shanty and 
their field trips and other activi¬ 
ties have been highly successful. 
The Stamp Club has pulled off 
one successful “first flight” cover 
project (the XP5Y-1) and bids 
fair to complete another with the 
Turboliner. 

SOFTBALL under Tony Berar- 
dini produced a top flight season, 
with one league pennant and a 
near miss” in the Triple A. It 
was one of the best seasons in 
several years, in enthusiasm and 
brand of play. Responsible in no 
small degree was Tony and his 
unofficial assistant, Gil Crosth- 
waite. 

SQUARE DANCING was so 
well handled Convair SD ran out 
of beginners during the year, 
with everyone graduating to the 
“advanced” division. Thanks to 
Claude Bissell, dancing sessions 
continue in high popularity and 
during the year were well alter¬ 
nated with special events that 
kept up interest. 

Spirited leadership from Bob 
Saley pushed TABLE TENNIS 
during the year into the forefront 
of SD activities. (CRA now has 
so many tables distributed 
through the plant they have al¬ 
most lost count)! With Saley 
calling the signals, a team event 
was run off during 1950 and the 
plant championship was complet¬ 
ed recently. Regular play has de¬ 
veloped several really outstand¬ 
ing players. 

Always a mainstay is TENNIS 
which Jerry Lafave piloted dur¬ 
ing the year with his accustomed 
tact and skill, running off the 
plant championship as well as a 
variety of lesser events, including 
a “chop suey” tournament that 
brought everyone into contention. 

PISTOL SHOOTING under Ash 
Bishop ranked high among CRA 
activities in popularity and drew 
a number of new members as well 
as retaining the group of vete¬ 
rans. The club meets twice 
monthly and competition is stiff. 
Ash has done an excellent job in 
the not-easy task of assuring a 
smooth operating organization. 

With BASKETBALL season in 
high gear right now, Gil Crosth- 
waite is mothering three teams 
in city leagues, and doing a fine 
job of it. The 1950 season, 
though not drawing as many 
players as in other years, made 
the hard work these golfers put'up for numbers with enthusiasm. 
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Hitting the High Spots For Convair in 1950: 
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Convair started 1950 with announcement that company 
was considering building a turboprop commercial airplane, 
based on Convair-Liner design. A month later Allison divi¬ 
sion of General Motors had purchased a Liner and work 
was starting to convert ship to carry Allison turboprop 
engines. Nine months later plane was completed, first 
American commercial turboprop. Photo above shows port 
engine being run for first time, shortly before Christmas, 
as crews made plane ready for first flight. Probably no other 
single airplane drew such varied attention during year as 
so-called Turboliner. Entire aircraft industry watched devel¬ 
opments, for this well may herald a new era in flight. 


Among many other highlights in history of 
B-36 during year were first flights to Arctic, 
to Hawaii and beyond over Pacific, and to 
Puerto Rico in Caribbean. Air Force sent a 
B-36, with both AF and Convair men aboard, 
to a field at Fairbanks, Alaska, where it un¬ 
derwent rigorous Arctic weather. Photos show 
B-36 in Alaska and flight over Diamond Head, 
Honolulu. Latter planes are three of six that 
made long-range simulated bombing flights 
over Pacific. 


In 1950, Convair hiked production of B-36s as result of 
increased and stepped-up orders from Air Force, and at 
same time continued never-ending program of improving 
the great bomber. In June, first RB-36 reconnaissance 
airplane was delivered to AF. In July, first RB-36E re¬ 
connaissance airplane — an early-model B-36A bomber 
modified—was delivered. And in August, Convair de¬ 
livered first B-36D bomber. All newer models are equipped 
with four jet engines and six piston engines, giving bomber 
total power equivalent to 42,000 horsepower at high 
speeds. And in December, Convair announced that an 
even newer model—B-36F—is in flight test. It is again, 
even more powerful. 
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IN SIMPLER TERMS. 


SALES MINUS EXPENSES left 



In March, 1950, Convair's annual 
report appeared, outlining accomplish¬ 
ments and financial condition. Presi¬ 
dent LaMotte T. Cohu announced that 
for first time since 1945 Convair is "in 
the black," an important accomplish¬ 
ment "because unless a corporation 
can get into the black and stay there 
consistently, it can't exist very long." 
The profit was modest, less than two 
per cent of total sales. Balance went 
out in wages, materials, etc. 


Convair Daingerfield (Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratorv 
operated by Convair for Navy at Daingerfield, Tex.) made 
big news twice during 1950 with announcement of new high 
altitude test chambers for large-scale ramjet engines and a 
visit by high Navy braid and top engineers to view OAL 
work. High altitude chamber, pictured above, permits for 
first time in American missile research history testing engines 
at simulated altitudes of 20 miles above earth. Chamber 
permits research with ramjet engines as large as 48 inches 
in diameter. Daingerfield got out red carpet Nov. 15 for 
70 engineers, scientists and Navy officers, representing 
U.S., Australia, Canada, England, who toured installation. 


Air Force's Convair-built XC-99 cargo transport had big 
year, too. It was assigned by Air Force to operate from 
San Antonio Air Materiel Area, Kelly Air Force Base. First 
it got a new set of engines of same power as those on current 
model B-36S. On July 3, '99 made its first test flight with 
new engines. On a special test dubbed "Operation: Jumbo," 
it set 21 unofficial world records in a flight from Kelly to 
San Diego division, where it landed July 12. In October, 
XC-99 was put into special cargo-hauling project with two 
principal purposes: to help move military supplies urgently 
needed to support war in Korea, and to determine how 
hauling cargo in XC-99 compares with hauling cargo by 
standard-sized airplanes. 
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These men made top flight 
company news during 1950. 
Upper left is J. V. (Jack) 
Naish, named vice president- 
contracts, effective June 21. 
Upper right is Ray O. Ryan, 
during December promoted 
to vice president of manu¬ 
facturing. Lower left is K. F. 
Leaman, named SD division 
manager effective Oct. 16, 
and lower right August C. 
Esenwein, who succeeded 
Ryan as FW division man¬ 
ager. 


September, 1950, saw Convair's first production flying boat order 
since World War II halted output of famous Catalinas. It was Navy's 
order for undisclosed number of R3Y flying boats, based on design 
of XP5Y, experimental ships of which Convair built two. XP5Y was 
designed for patrol duties, while R3Y is destined for service in trans¬ 
port of cargo and personnel. Externally, however, planes will resemble 
XP5Y, a spectacularly different design for flying boats on which Con¬ 
vair has spent more than a decade of research. Research was largely 
carried out by use of true scale models that actually fly and helped 
prove practicability of high length-beam ratio hulls. 


Yet another milestone in B-36 program during 1950 was 
reached in November when flight crews completed develop¬ 
ment service test of one B-36 which involved a total of 
1,008 hours in air. On these flights, B-36 flew enough miles 
to reach to moon. In photo, B. A. Erickson, FW manager 
of Right, is leaning from cockpit to watch H. R. Bates paint 
red numerals "1,008" on side of ship in celebration of 
passing 1,000-hour mark. 
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Scores of important news events affected Convair during 1950. It was 
a year of expansion that saw Fort Worth division climb in "population" 
beyond 25,000 while San Diego neared 15,000. The few events that 


are chronicled here, however, a 
the most significant and of such 
a prominent place in company 


>pear to CONVAIRIETVS editors as 
importance that they are certain of 
listory. 





Spring of 1950 found activity at high tempo on 
Convair SD seaplane ramp where spectacularly new 
flying boat XP5Y-I was nearing flight status. By Feb¬ 
ruary boat had taken to water and a few minutes after 
noon March 6 XP5y-l made first taxi runs. On April 
18 ship made first flight. With breathtaking burst of 
power it left surface with run of less than 20 seconds. 
By July plane had made six flights, longest two hours 
and 20 minutes. During August XP5Y-I was up for 
eight hours during a routine test flight and found later 
it had set new record for turboprop aircraft! Ship's last 
hop in 1950 was made Dec. 5. 


During January and February of 1950 Convair crews at 
SD flew shakedowns on first T-29 (trainer) planes for Air 
Force. Built on Convair-Liner configuration, ships are de¬ 
signed as flying classrooms for Air Force student navi¬ 
gators. First ship was accepted and flown away in late 
February. With a total of 48 already on order since 1949, 
Convair announced in September that Air Force had 
ordered an "additional number." Meanwhile, deliveries 
continued during year and plans were made to return 
original ships for installation of newer technical equipment, 
outer panel wing tanks and other improvements which had 
been developed during year. 


Oldest B-36 in existence is experimental model, 
XB-36, which first flew August 8, 1946. On same day 
in 1950, it made its last Convair flight. Aboard were 
four of same men who made first flight: B. A. Erickson, 
FW manager of Flight, who piloted; W. P. Easley, A. 
W. Gecmen, and J. D. McEachern. On its last stop at 
FW division, Convair employees installed new track- 
type landing gear for testing purposes. After it was 
successfully test-flown by Convair FW crews, plane was 
returned to Air Force's Air Materiel Command, which 
flew it to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, O. 



Ithough Convair SD since 1949 had been making component parts 
B-36s and shipping them to Fort Worth for assembly, it was noi 
I March, 1950, that decision was reached to send B-36s to San 
jo for modernization. This meant returning Air Force ships to SD 
conversion to B-36D model, having all improvements of those com- 
off FW production lines, such as addition of jet engines on each 
j. First bomber reached San Diego April 6 and was a curiosity in 
srimental yard as scores gathered for first close look at a B-36. 
e then B-36s have become regular sight circling city and settling 
Lindbergh Field. Photo above is night shot on B-36 line at SD, 
of best CONVAIRIETY pictures of year. 


Convair SD had its biggest yearly blow-out Sept. 16 
at Del Mar fairgrounds when more than 12,000 attended 
annual circus-picnic sponsored by Convair Recreation 
Association. Photo above shows part of crowd watching 
circus acts from grandstand. CRA at SD sponsored a 
score of individual activities for pleasure of employees 
during year, in addition to all-company functions which 
included two dances at Pacific Beach as well as circus- 
picnic. CRA is employee - operated and is financed 
through sale of soft drinks, candy, cigarettes in vending 
machines throughout plant. 


Convair Recreation Association activity dur¬ 
ing 1950 at FW division went up like a jet 
pod-equipped B-36 on full-power take-off. Big¬ 
gest CRA event in history (until then) was 
CRA's presentation of Gainesville Community 
Circus to more than 40,000 members of Con¬ 
vair and Air Force families. CRA's Christmas¬ 
time ice show at Will Rogers Coliseum was 
even larger. Attendance approximately 60,000 
persons. CRA in year sponsored total of 28 
different continuing activities. 



ing year, Air Force and Convair experts were busy on 
il projects designed to find out exactly how Air Force 
make most efficient use of B-36 in its principal mis- 
strategic bombing. Among other things, B-36 dropped 
t bombs known—42,000-pounders—as well as 12,000- 
Jers (such as those in photo of man and five bombs), 
tests on bombs were required due to performance of 
itself. No other airplane has even been able to bomb 
such altitudes as B-36. 


By late November, 1950, first B-36D model produced at 
Convair SD went to gun putts for test firing guns. Two views 
above show ship just before take-off on first flight and as it 
"let down" at Lindbergh Field at conclusion. First flight was 
Dec. 6, second Dec. 10, and its third and last flight before 
Air Force acceptance Dec. 16. Accepting ship on behalf of 
Air Force from Division Manager K. F. Leaman at SD was Maj. 
Stephen P. Dillon, head of AF office at SD. B-36D model has 
greatest amount of horsepower provided for any known aircraft, 
with total of 42,000 hp. 



Last Convair-Liners to be delivered in 1950 were 
two for Ethiopian Airlines which left SD for east Dec. 
12. Before final take-off, planes were tested with 
JATO equipment (jet-assisted takeoff) and in picture 
above plane takes off with single engine, in deliberate 
test. Note port prop. Also in December, company 
announced production has started on a new model, 
40-passenger Liner designated 240-A, having number 
of major improvements including grossweight boost to 
43,575 pounds. 
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Movie Stars to 


Visit Convair 


HIDRAW WORK — B-36 metal parts made by the Convair- 
developed Hidraw method of drawing and forming metal are 
inspected, left to right, by A. P. Higgins, chief tool engineer; 
G. R. Gordon, tool design supervisor; and Jay P. Crabb, tool 
research analyst. 


Convair Develops New 'Hidraw' 
Process to Form Metal Parts 


An improved way to use rubber 
under high pressure to form 
many of the metal parts needed 
in Convair B-36s—and to form 
them better, quicker and cheaper 
—is in production at the Convair 
FW division. 

A1 P. Higgins, Convair FW 
chief tool engineer, announced 
that the latest and improved 
“Hidraw” process is now in full 
production in Dept. 31. 

Hidraw will be used to make 
many different types of metal- 
formed parts, such as aileron 
nose rib formers, rib stiffeners, 
saddles for tubing, junction boxes 
for electrical wiring and the like. 

Under usual methods, the metal 
box used for electrical junctions, 
for instance, would require mak¬ 
ing a steel form die at a cost of 
perhaps $300 for use in a punch 
press. 

With Hidraw, Convair will need 
to make only ^a punch and pres¬ 
sure pad at less than one-third 
that cost. The results are the 
same—or better—insofar as qual¬ 
ity is concerned, and the method 
is both quicker and less expen¬ 
sive. 

Producing one particular sad¬ 
dle for tubing on a B-36 is an¬ 
other example. To make the sad¬ 
dle on a drop hammer requires 
eight different stages. On Hi¬ 
draw, the same work is perform¬ 
ed in one operation. Saving in 
material is about 30 per cent. 
Time to perform the work is re¬ 
duced from 19 minutes to 15 
seconds. 

Higgins said that widespread 
use of the Hidraw process, which 
Convair tooling department has 
developed as result of tests and 
experimentation over several 
years, will save the metal form¬ 
ing industry millions of dollars a 
year, and at the same time give 
it higher quality products. Con¬ 
vair is now offering to license 


One FW Man Killed, 
Another Injured 

One Convair FW worker was 
killed and another injured in an 
automobile accident Dec. 21. The 
two were on their way to work 
at Convair with another employee 
who was uninjured. 

Dead was C. J. Licett, 61, Dept. 
25-3 maintenance carpenter. In¬ 
jured was C. B. Harris, Dept. 31, 
who suffered a broken collar 
bone. Driver of the car, L. E. 
Blanke, Dept. 25-3, was uninjured. 
Blanke’s car collided with an¬ 
other automobile at Jacksboro 
Highway and Ephriam. Passen¬ 
gers in the other car suffered 
only minor injuries. 

Licett is the father of Mrs. 
Elaine Logsdon, Dept. 3. He had 
worked at Convair since 1943. 


other companies to use its rights 
to the process. 

Using the Hidraw method, the 
only tooling necessary to produce 
a junction box, for instance, is 
a punch, which is actually a pat¬ 
tern to give the inside of the box 
the exact dimensions and con¬ 
tours required and a pressure 
pad. This costs from 50 to 75 
per cent less than tooling re¬ 
quired when using steel dies. 

The pressure pad and the 
punch are mounted on the lower 
surface of the press. There is no 
die or pattern required in the 


HIDRAW EQUIPMENT—This 
is equipment developed by Con¬ 
vair tor new method of drawing 
and forming metal parts for 
B-36. Demonstrating machine is 
G. D. Gibbons, tool maker *n 
Dept.* 81. 

upper surface, only a pad of ex¬ 
tremely tough rubber. 

The metal to be formed is 
placed atop the punch and pres 
sure pad. The press is then raisea 
until the metal is pressed against 
the rubber pad. Pressure up to 
10,000 pounds per square inch is 
used on some parts. 

As the metal is confined 
against the rubber and the pres¬ 
sure builds up to several thou¬ 
sand pounds per square inch, the 
rubber forces the metal down 
and around the pattern in exactly 
the form required. 

There are few rejections of 
parts made by Hidraw, and only 
a few minutes are required to 
teach an operator the entire 
method. As compared to older 
methods, a relatively short time 
is required to change from the 
making of one part to the making 
of a different part. 

Production under the Hidraw 
process ranges from 130 to 350 
parts per hour. 

And Hidraw-made parts are 
rolling out fast to help Convair 
employees put more, better and 
less expensive B-36s into the 
hands of pilots of the U. S. Air 
Force, 


Tuevsky received his 20-year 
pin in late 1944 and two years 
later decided to take a rest from 
aircrafting and moved to Julian, 
Calif. To keep himself occupied, 
he called upon his talents as a 
watchmaker and followed this 
pursuit until last fall when Con¬ 
vair asked him to return and he 
complied. 

Through a misinterpretation of 
service pin records, Tuevsky re¬ 
cently was informed that he was 
about to receive a 20-year pin. 

“I had to convince them they 
were wrong and that I already 
had one. Sometimes I wish I 
hadn’t. Then I would have 
been the only Convair man with 
TWO 20-year pins!” 


More Than Hundred Convair Men Serve 
Weekends in B-36 Reserve Group at FW 


RAPT AUDIENCE—Singing from alongside Convair-Liner fuse¬ 
lage, Nick Tuevsky sings Silent Night to members of Dept. 212. 
He is former grand opera star. 

Impromptu Performance 

Former Grand Opera Tenor 
Sings Silent Night for SD 

A voice sang Silent Night in an impromtu performance 
in building 2 at SD just before Christmas. 

It was a voice that has lost little of its magic since top 
tenor Nick Tuevsky (Dept. 212) was a, member of Russian 
grand opera touring the world. 

“But I do not sing often any 
more, just for—how do you say 
it?—for charitable affairs and 
pleasure. ...” 

What the listeners perhaps did 
not know as they ate their 
lunches and heard Tuevsky’s 
voice, without accompaniment, 
send the Christmas song to the 
far corners of the vast building, 
was how that voice came to the 
U. S. 

Born in Latvia, near the Baltic 
Sea, Tuevsky started singing as 
a child of seven in the Greek 
Orthodox Church. Some years 
later his musical education was 
interrupted when he was called 
into the Czar’s Navy as a ma¬ 
chinist. 

“Those years were not 
wasted,” Tuevsky recalled 
philosophically. “I learned 
watchmaking as a hobby and 
it served me in good stead 
later.” 

Discharged from the Navy 
some years later, Tuevsky re¬ 
turned to music and joined the 
Russian Grand Opera Company 
as a top tenor. With the com¬ 
pany he toured Russia, China, 

Japan and in 1920 the United 
States. He hasn’t been back to 
Russia since. 

“When I decided to stay in 
America and left the opera I 
v/as at a disadvantage, for al¬ 
though I could sing in Russian, 

Italian and German, I couldn’t 
speak a word of English!” 

Forced to earn a living while 
learning the language of his 
adopted country and gaining citi¬ 
zenship, Tuevsky worked as a day 
laborer in Ithaca, N. Y. Then, 
through his mechanical abilities, 
he got a job with Thomas Morse 
Aircraft. Despite language han¬ 
dicaps, he was soon valuable. 

“They called me an ‘inter¬ 
national lead man’ and assigned 
me all the men who couldn’t 
speak English very well!” 

Meanwhile, Tuevsky married. 

While making a place for himself 
in the New World he kept up cor¬ 
respondence with a pretty bal¬ 
lerina in the opera company and 
later she joined him and became 
his wife. 

Once settled in aircraft, Tuev¬ 
sky never went back to music 
professionally. Too impatient to 
teach talentless pupils, he has 
sung only occasionally through 
the years, in churches, in Russ 
Auditorium, in Balboa Park, to 
the great pleasure of his audi¬ 
ences. His talent continues, how¬ 
ever, for his daughter Clara (a 
Convair girl in Dept. 22 SD) is 
a gifted pianist as well as a bal¬ 
let dancer and has appeared with 
the Starlight opera. 


Hollywood movie stars will be 
in Fort Worth next month to 
work on scenes for “The High 
Frontier,” the movie based on an 
Air Force B-36 flight crew mem¬ 
ber’s experiences. 

The all-star crew for the RKO 
picture includes Richard Wid- 
mark, Fred MacMurray, Claude 
Rains and Ann Blyth. 

Widmark will play the “triple 
threat” hero, a combination B-36 
navigator-bombardier-radar man. 
MacMurray will portray a squad¬ 
ron commander, Claude Rains an 
Atomic Energy Commission scien¬ 
tist, and Miss Blyth will play 
Rains’ daughter. 

A life-sized mock-up of the 
B-36D will be used by RKO in 
filming some scenes in the pic¬ 
ture. The mock-up, built of ply¬ 
wood, sheet metal and steel, cost 
$75,000 and took three months to 
complete. 

The interior is an exact dupli¬ 
cate of the B-36, except for cer¬ 
tain restricted equipment. Spe¬ 
cial devices will make the model 
bank and turn and vibrate in bad 
weather. 

An RKO camera crew visited 
Carswell and Convair in the sum¬ 
mer to obtain aerial shots of the 
B-36. Because equipment photo¬ 
graphed here bears the initials 
“C.A.F.B.,” a fictional base called 
“Cahill Air Force Base” located 
in a fictional spot, Ketlin, Mon¬ 
tana, will be the scene of the 
picture. 

Lt. Col. John D. Bartlett, of 
Carswell, recently returned from 
a four-and-one-half months’ stay 
in Hollywood, where he served as 
technical adviser for “The High 
Frontier.” 


“See if you can quiet things 
down a bit—Ed Parker’s making 
a long distance call.” 


There are now openings for 
Convair FW men in the only air 
reserve squadrons training for 
B-36 operations, the 446th Heavy 
Bombardment Group, based at 
Carswell Air Force Base, accord¬ 
ing to Col. Jack Jaynes, group 
commander. 

There are at present approxi¬ 
mately 135 Convair FW men 
serving with the B-36 reserve 
group. 

A few of the job vacancies in 
units of the 446th Bomb Group, 
include airplane armorer-gunner, 
airplane power plant mechanic, 
airplane electrical mechanic, air¬ 
plane propeller mechanic, radar 
observer, remote control turret 


mechanic, radio operator 
chanic, armament mechanic. 

Jaynes points out that ex-serv¬ 
ice men, as well as non ex-service 
men who have been registered in 
the selective service system but 
who have not been instructed to 
report for their pre-induction 
physical examinations, are eli¬ 
gible to join the B-36 reserves. 

The reservists train at Cars¬ 
well two Sundays a month. Re¬ 
servists receive one day’s pay for 
each training period, including 
longevity and flight pay, where 
applicable. 

Convair men interested may 
contact Capt. H. S. Trewitt Jr., 
Carswell, PE-7221, ext. 606. 


ON A SUNDAY AFTERNOON—Six Convair FW reservists at 
Carswell Air Force Base talk over assignment on typical Sunday 
training day. Left to right, Lt. Hugh D. Drury, Dept. 22-3; Lt. 
Alson E. Peck, Dept. 6; Lt. Frederick A. Klein, Dept. 6; S/Sgt. 
Robert L. Ingmire, Dept. 6; Lt. Charles A. Ulery, Dept. 4; and 
Lt. Harold D. Farris, Dept. 6. 
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PRIZE WINNERS—Champions of first annual 
CRA bowling tournament Dec. 9-10 at Convair 
FW are shown receiving trophies from H. G. 
Starkey, CRA president at FW. Winners of 
doubles, singles and all-events include, back row, 
left to right: M. Gross, D. Ralston, W. Hale Jr., 
J. Breitenstein, C. Self; front row: W. Hender¬ 
son, E. Phillips, D. Gordon. 


FW bowler that captured highest individual honors 
in bowling meet was Woody Henderson, winner of 
Class A singles and All Events division. Henderson is 
shown here receiving wrist watch from CRA President 
H. G. Starkey. 


These bowlers at FW represent winning, teams in all 
classes. Back row, left to right, J. Clark, M. Gross, J. 
Shuter, W. Stevenson; front row, E. Nellis, C. Mitchella, 
H. Carlberg, E. Weiher. 


FW Basketball Teams Return 
to Court Wars After Holidays 


Convair FW basketball teams 
will get back in the swing this 
week after a holiday vacation 
from the courts. 

In the most decisive game thus 
far, the Convair girls team over¬ 
ran the Salvation Army in the 
opener, Dec. 15, by a 60 to 4 win. 
Convair’s Dorothy Henderson 
scored 20 points toward the vic¬ 
tory, while her cousin Eloise Mar¬ 
tin iced 11 points for the Convair 
team. 

The girls resume play Jan. 5 
against the Merchanettes. 

In another one-sided game, the 
Tooling Termites in the Ameri¬ 
can League swept by Freeman 
Paint with an 84-39 victory on 
Dec. 14. Their next contest will 
be Jan. 4 against the Haltom City 
Independents. 

The Convair Bombers in the 


Team 

W 

L 

Majestic Reproduction . 

38 

22 

Writers . 

36 

24 

Industrial Engineers . 

30 

30 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 

29 

31 

Woodmill . 

29 

31 

Contracts . 

27 

33 

Accounting . 

27 

33 

Tooling . 

24 

36 

740 LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Dundee . 

42 

18 

Wynn’s Oil . 

39 

21 

I.A.M. 

33 

27 

Phillip’s Place . 

31 

29 

Malt Shop . 

30 

30 

Rodeo Shop . 

29 

31 

Team No. 2. 

29 

27 

J.J. Parks . 

25 

35 

Old Plantation . 

25 

35 

Team No. 7. 

25 

35 

Team No. 10 . 

24 

32 

Team No. 4 . 

20 

40 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Southwest Trophy . 

35 

25 

Louis Daiches Jewelers. 

34 

26 

Brantley’s Flowers . 

33 

27 

Bill Harris Co. 

32 

28 

Juniors . 

32 

28 

Bob Fulghum Humble Gas. 

29 

31 

Firestone Tires . 

25 

35 

Sam Watson Service Station.... 

20 

40 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Jetomics . 

39 

17 

“Wing Dings . 

35 

25 

ird Heads . 

35 

25 

rouble Shooters . 

34 

26 

Atomizers . 

33 

27 

Jug Heads . 

31 

29 

Z-ions . 

30 

30 

Hedge Hoppers . 

30 

30 

Wemist . 

29 

27 

Po Slokes . 

28 

32 

Abra Cadabras . 

27 

33 

Drag Counts . 

27 

33 

Friendly Five . 

27 

33 

Hecklers . 

25 

35 

Framers . 

23 

37 

Honey Pots . 

23 

37 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Optimists . 

26 

10 

Buckeye . 

24 

12 

Two-Some ... 

20 

16 

Mr. & Mrs. 

20 

16 

Super Poopers . 

19 

17 

Seven-Ten . 

17 

19 

Alley Cate . 

15 

21 

Hot Rods . 

15 

21 

Lucky Strikes . 

14 

22 

Jay Hawkers . 

12 

24 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Rexair Kings . 

46 

18 

Machine Shop . 

41 

23 

American Legion 606. 

39 

25 

Jobes Grocery and Market. 

37 

27 

Tooling Huskies . 

37 

27 

All-Eventers . 

36 

28 

Smities Crew . 

36 

28 

Jet Pots . 

33 

31 

Bugg*y Wheelers . 

32 

32 

B & F Garage . 

32 

32 

Conversion .. 

29 

35 

Machinists 776 . 

28 

36 

Rios Custom Tailors . 

27 

37 

Barney’s Cafe . 

26 

38 

Hot Rods . 

21 

43 

Convair 73 . 

12 

48 


Major City League made it a 
hard victory for the Carswell Air 
Force Base squad on Dec. 19, 
when the airmen squeaked by 
with a 37-31 win. 

Second Shift’s Dept. 47 is lead¬ 
ing the night league with one loss 
to five wins, while Tooling is a 
close second with four wins and 
two losses. 

Dept. 31’s “Special Products” 
team is even with three wins and 
three losses, while Dept. 50 has 
been downed six times, with no 
wins. Even though his team is 
in last spot, Dept. 50 player 
Jimmy Ragsdale is top scorer of 
the second shift league, hitting 
the basket for 85 of the 198 
points scored thus far by his 
squad. M. D. Peterson, Dept. 47, 
is second with 74 points to his 
credit. 

Tied for first place after three 
games in first shift intra-plant 
league play are the undefeated 
Dept. 14-2 squad and the Dept. 
30-31 team. In second place with 
two wins and one loss is Dept. 
44-45, followed by Dept. 47 with 
one win and two losses. In the 
cellar are Dept. 6 and Dept. 50 
with no wins and three losses. 

Recent first and second shift 
intra-plant scores include: 

First Shift, Dec. 19, Dept. 47, 51, 
Dept. 50, 31: Dept. 30-31, 47, Dept. 44- 
45, 29 ; Dept. 14-2, 39, Dept. 6, 38. 

Second Shift, Dec. 14, Dept. 47, 70, 
Dept. 50, 31 ; Special Pi-oducts, 36, Tool¬ 
ing, 34 ; Dec. 19, Dept. 47, 47, Special 
Products, 34; Tooling, 70, Dept. 50, 25 ; 
Dec. 21, Tooling, 52, Dept. 47, 49 ; 

Special Products, 38, Dept. 50, 34. 

Upcoming games for all teams include: 

MAJOR CITY LEAGUE 

Jan. 9, Convair Bombers vs. Brantley- 
Draughon, 8:15 P.M., Recreation Hall, 
Jan. 16, Convair Bombers vs. Carswell 
Air Force Base, 7 P.M., Recreation Hall. 

GIRLS LEAGUE 

Jan. 5, Convair vs. Merchanettes, 7 
P.M., Polytechnic High School; Jan 12, 
Convair vs. Stevens Chevrolet Co., 8:15 
P.M., Polytechnic High School. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Jan. 4, Tooling Termites vs. Haltom 
City Independents, 9:30 P.M., William 
James Junior High School, Jan. 11, 
Tooling Termites vs. H. H. Perry Serv¬ 
ice Station, 7 P.M., William James 

Junior High School. 

FIRST SHIFT CONVAIR LEAGUE 

Jan. 9, Dept. 50 vs. Dept. 44-45, 7 
P.M., Dept. 47 vs. Dept. 6, 8:15 P.M., 
Dept. 30-31 vs. Dept. 14-2, 9:30 P.M., 
W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 
SECOND SHIFT CONVAIR LEAGUE 

Jan. 4, Tooling vs. Special Products, 
10 A.M., Dept. 47 vs. Dept. 50, 11:15 
A.M., Jan. 6, Dept. 47 vs. Special Pro¬ 
ducts, 10 A.M., Tooling vs. Dept. 50, 
11:15 A.M., Jan. 11, Dept. 47 vs. Dept. 
50, 10 A.M., Tooling vs. Special Pro¬ 
ducts, 11:15 A.M. Jan. 13, Tooling vs. 
Dept. 50, 10 A.M. Dept. 47 vs. Special 
Products, 11:15 A.M. All games played 
at North Side Recreation Bldg. 


One More Hot Shot 
and Whitey's Out 

Twice a runner-up in Convair 
SD’s plant golf championship, 
Whitey Ostwald (Dept. 16) 
learned with some dismay that 
Gene Littler, a national junior 
golf champ and one of Cali¬ 
fornia^ leading amateurs, had 
joined Convair in Dept. 9 SD. 

“I thought I had a good 
chance last year,” he complain¬ 
ed. “Then they hired Ted 
Dorius and he beat me. 

“Now they’ve hired Littler. 

“If they put on Sammy Snead 
I’m going to quit!” 




FAMILY ON SKATES—Mem¬ 
bers of Convair SD's roller skat¬ 
ing activity every Tuesday even¬ 
ing at Skateland (Front and G 
streets) are Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Smith and daughter Sharon. 
Smith is in Dept. 31 while his 
wife is a member of Dept. 250. 
"Convair night" has been draw¬ 
ing from 35 to 50 enthusiasts. 


Wide Open Race 
Marks Handicap 
Bowling at SD 

With two more weeks left for 
play in the first half of Convair 
SD’s handicap bowling league, it 
was still a wide open race. 

Any one of the first three—Do 
or Die, Alley Cats, Navigators— 
had a good chance of taking first 
place. They are separated by 
only three games. CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Jim Hayman said the next 
session (tonight) will be position 
night with the first two playing 
each other and so on down the 
line. Standings are: 


Team 

W 

L 

Do or Die. 

. 34 

18 

Alley Cats . 

. 32 

20 

Navigators . 

. 31 

21 

Mixmasters . 

. 29 

23 

Ramp Rats . 

. 28 

24 

Wolf Pack . 

. 28 

24 

Termites . 

. 27 

25 

Mighty Five . 

. 26 

26 

Rot Shots . 

. 25 

27 

Speculators . 

. 24 

28 

Belladonnas . 

. 23 

29 

Outcasts . 

. 23 

29 

Sparkers . 

. 21 

31 

The Cubs . 

. 13 

39 



“Skip the dialogue, Pop, pass 
out the presents and change into 
something more comfortable.” 


Convair Enters 
Three Teams in 
SD Hoop Play 

Regular city league play is ex¬ 
pected to start next week at San 
Diego with three Convair SD 
teams entered in different bas¬ 
ketball loops. 

Convair will compete in the 
Metropolitan League and the 
Eagles in the Industrial League, 
while at press time the Bombers 
had not yet been assigned to a 
loop. 

In the pre-season double elimi¬ 
nation tournaments, Convair 
turned in the best performance, 
going to the semi-finals before 
bowing out to Don Jose Cafe, 
57-47. 

CRA Commissioner Gil Crosth- 
waite said that regular play will 
be 7 to 10 Mondays through Fri¬ 
days at the municipal gym in 
Balboa Park and urged all bas¬ 
ketball fans to come out for an 
evening of pleasure, whether Con¬ 
vair teams happen to be compet¬ 
ing that night or not. 

“There is some excellent bas¬ 
ketball played in these leagues 
and I’m sure you will find it ex¬ 
citing,” he said. 



SEVENTEEN POINTER —Two 
Convair FW Dept. 31 workers, 
left to right, J. W. Hutchins and 
J. B. Mack, had bagged largest 
deer in CRA hunting contest at 
CONVAIRIETY press-time. Both 
shot 17-point buck shown in pic¬ 
ture, Dec. 18 in Bosque County. 
Buck weighed 143 pounds field 
dressed, was first deer for both 
hunters. 


SAFETY WINNER 
Unit 3 (Electronics, Field 
Operations, Interior Trim, Final 
Assembly) won the November 
Safety Contest at Convair SD 
with a 1.14 injury index rate. 
Second was Special Projects with 
7.34. 


Three FW Men 
Will Battle in 
Golden Gloves 

Two Convair FW assemblers 
and a shear operator will com¬ 
pete in the 1951 Golden Gloves 
regional tournament to be held 
Jan. 18-22 at Will Rogers coli¬ 
seum. 

The three contenders are: Ver¬ 
non Ford, Dept. 46 assembler, 
first shift; Hugh Turner, Dept. 
31 shear operator, third shift, and 
Billy Bullington, Dept. 45 assem¬ 
bler, second shift. 

Only Ford has had previous 
Golden Gloves experience. He en¬ 
tered the 1947 tournament, but 
failed to connect at the right 
time. This year 21-year-old Ford 
will be fighting in the bantam¬ 
weight class, at 118 pounds. 

Ford began boxing in 1946 on 
the Forth Worth Recreation 
team, but his bouts were soon 
interrupted by a three-year hitch 
in the Marines. While in the Ma¬ 
rines, he won the 11th Naval Dis¬ 
trict flyweight championship in 
1947-48, and was runner-up in 
the bantamweight division in the 
1948 Navy Olympics. 

Heaviest fighter of the three is 
Turner, who will enter the open 
division lightweight class at 135 
pounds. Turner, at 21 years, has 
had four years’ experience in the 
ring. 

He began amateur boxing while 
in the Marines and distinguished 
himself as lightweight champion 
of North China while overseas. 
Last January he coped the open 
class lightweight championship 
of Cleburne, Tex. He’s now train¬ 
ing daily at the National Guard 
gym. 

Bullington, 25 years old and 
weighing 112 pounds, will enter 
the flyweight division. This will 
be Bullington’s first amateur 
bout in any ring. He began train¬ 
ing only last week at the Na¬ 
tional Guard gym. 

“Just decided to try it and, of 
course, I intend to win,” says the 
flyweight. Bullington, who served 
in the Navy 1942-45, is working 
out daily. 

Convair families may have a 
chance to see the three Convair 
fighters on two special “Convair 
Nights,” although at press time 
schedules remained to be worked 
out. 

Convair Recreation Association 
is sponsoring “Convair Nights” 
and has purchased three thou¬ 
sand 60-cent general admission 
tickets for the Jan. 19 fights. 
These will be re-sold to Convair 
families at the reduced rate of 
25 cents each. 

An additional 1,000 tickets 
were bought for second shift em¬ 
ployees to purchase at 25 cents 
to see the fights Saturday night, 
Jan. 20. Tickets may be obtained 
—as long as they last—by apply¬ 
ing to department clerks. Clerks, 
in turn, are asked to obtain the 
tickets at the CRA office in Em¬ 
ployee Services section. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 
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Ice Show, Christmas Parties Mark Holidays for Convair 


A GREAT SHOW—Crowds at left applaud and chuckle at acts in CRA ice 
carnival at Fort Worth that entertained 60,000 Convair folk. No. I is black- 
costumed beauty, Patsy Norcross, taking bow after "Blues in Night" number. 
No. 2 is I I-year-old Melinda Terry, sensational acrobatic skater. No. 3 shows 


spectacular "Changjng the Guard" number and No. 4 shows hard-working Harry 
Crawford of Education section who's built for part of Santa Claus. No. 5 shows 
jitterbug number that brought down house while No. 6 is equally popular 
"peppermint stick 5 ' number. 



CHRISTMAS PARTIES broke out all over Convair SD Dec. 21, 22 with almost 
every department having a function of some kind. Photographers were kept busy 
hopping from one to another. Here are a few: No. I, Dept. 250 Christmas tree. 
No. 2, Dept. 365 party at plant 2 (note that big cake!). No. 3a, serving line at 
SD Management Club party. No. 3b, Roy Ashe as Santa Claus with Mrs. Al 
Morgan. No. 3c, Art Seemann, Mike Alianelli and Ed Caldwell puzzle over g,ift 
for winner at Management Club party. No. 4, Dept. 360 at plant 2 enjoy lunch 
and tree. No. 5, Mrs. Viola Davidson, Dept. 250, stands by cake she baked in 


shape of lamb. No. 6, Virginia Hirtler (Dept. 24-1) shows off candy house and 
tree she brought to party. No. 7, Dept. 102 party. No. 8, Planning dance at 
Hotel San Diego. No. 9, Accounting party in building 19. No. 10, Stores section 
of Material take time out from ham dinner. No. II, Service folk danced at 
Chi Chi dub. No. 12, Dept. 250 party. No. 13, birthday party for Assistant 
Foreman Bill Holt (Dept. 250) came near holidays. No. 14, Kavy office at SD 
also had Christmas affair. 
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Is it news? Then tip off your 
CONVAIRIETY 
office. 



DAILY JAM—This shows traffic conditions which Convair FW officials have asked public officials 
to help improve. Shot made by Fred E. Carlile from Convair plane shows cars bumper-to-bumper 
on White Settlement. Note confused pattern between Convair gate and White Settlement. Peak 
traffic usually lasts as long as 45 minutes after 3:45 p.m. whistle. 



POSSIBLE AIDS—At traffic conference for public officials, 
Division Manager A. C. Esenwein proposed several possible aids. 
Considered as only real solution is construction of new road from 
intersection of White Settlement and Grant's Lane to intersection 
of Calmont Ave. and Camp Bowie, plus improvement of other 
roads. 

Bargain Rate Fight Ducats Still 
Available For Golden Gloves 


Committee Tackles 
Problem of Building 
New Traffic Route 

A small streamlined “working” committee of Convair 
FW officials and Fort Worth public officials is now at 
work attempting to obtain relief for the traffic problem 
faced by Convair FW employees at shift change. 


Five Depts. on 
'Realization' 

Honor Rolls 

Five Convair FW depart¬ 
ments last week added “De¬ 
cember” bars to their “100 
per center” plaque. 

It was the second consecutive 
month that those five depart¬ 
ments had met or exceeded the 
targets assigned to them in the 
continuing realization campaign 
to improve B-36 production ef¬ 
forts. 

The five departments, which 
made the same high record in 
November, were: 

Machine Shop (3), H. R. 
Montgomery, general foreman; 
J. B. Gauntt, assistant general 
foreman (nights). 

Metal Forming (31), E. G. 
Henderson and R. W. Lilly, 
general foremen; R. Kendall 
and C. C. Allen, assistant gen¬ 
eral foremen. 

Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing 
(48), J. E. Crumbley, general 
foreman; F. W. Giles, assistant 
general foreman. 

Conversion (63), Odel Story 
and J. B. Ritchie, foremen. 

Armament (76), Cecil Mc¬ 
Clure, general foreman; H. R. 
Elkins, general foreman. 

“Realization” is a measure of 
how much B-36 work is actually 
accomplished as compared to how 
much could be expected under 
near ideal conditions. Plant¬ 
wide, the average December reali¬ 
zation in all 14 direct factory de¬ 
partments was 82.8 per cent, as 
compared with 81.8 per cent in 
November. 

The plant-wide Realization goal 
for January, as established by 
A. C. Esenwein, FW division 
manager, is 88 per cent. 


‘Mr. New Year•* at FW 
is a Six-Pound Girl 

First New Year baby born in 
Fort Worth was born to a Con¬ 
vair FW family. The baby, 
born at 12:16 a.m., Jan. 1, is 
Martha Elaine Hughes, daugh¬ 
ter of Jerry Hughes, Dept. 44, 
second shift, and Mrs. Hughes. 
Martha Elaine weighed six 
pounds, and heralded the ar¬ 
rival of the New Year at City- 
County Hospital. 

The Hughes have another 
daughter, Dianne 2. 


Bargain-rate tickets for Friday 
and Saturday night fights in the 
Golden Gloves Tournament are 
still available, according to H. G. 
Starkey, Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation president. 

Regular 60-cent general admis¬ 
sion tickets are available for Con¬ 
vair FW families at only 25 cents 
each. This is possible under spe¬ 
cial arrangement made by CRA 
for two “Convair Nights” at the 
tournament. 

Some 3,000 of the ducats are 
for Friday night, Jan. 19, and 
1,000 for Saturday night, Jan. 20. 

Starkey said the Saturday 
night tickets are being offered 
first to second shift employees 


J. G. Swaner is $107.50 better 
off at Convair FW this week be¬ 
cause he had a bright idea and 
put it to work, and because Con¬ 
vair FW has streamlined its Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion Program and 
given it a new shot in the arm. 

A. C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager, personally congratulated 
the tool inspector (27-4), who 
works in the drop hammer area 
at the south end of the building. 

Swaner won $107.50 for his em¬ 
ployee suggestion, and will re¬ 
ceive another $107.50 if the sav¬ 
ings are still being realized in 
six months. 


and then to first shift employees. 

Four Convair FW employees 
are entered in the regional tour¬ 
nament that is a forerunner of 
the state tournament in Fort 
Worth later in January (see 
sports section, page 7). 

Employees interested in buying 
Golden Gloves tickets at the 25- 
cent rate may do so by applying 
to their department clerks. Clerks 
may get the ducats at the CRA 
office of Employee Services, Ext. 
5141. 

The bargain rate tickets may 
be used on the purchase of re¬ 
served seats, Starkey explained. 
The CRA office will give full in¬ 
formation on the purchase of 
reserved seats on request. 


On his job, Swaner day after 
day watched drop hammer opera¬ 
tors use hand tools to cut off and 
toss in the scrap heap excess 
pieces of sheet metal—that is, 
metal which was not needed for 
the parts they were forming in 
the drop hammer. After being 
cut off, the pieces were fit for 
nothing but scrap. 

Swaner wondered if it was 
necessary to make all that 
scrap. 

By asking around, Swaner 
found the reason for the excess 
sheet metal: the size into which 
* (Continued on Page 2) 


The committee was named by 
A. C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager, after a high-level confer¬ 
ence Jan. 5 of state, county, city, 
and federal officials with repre¬ 
sentatives of Convair and Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base. 

Called in for the committee’s 
first meeting Jan. 12 were W. 
W. Finley, FW district engineer 
of the state highway department; 
Hon. Gus Brown, chairman of 
the Tarrant county commissioners 
court; Bryan Henderson, county 
commissioner; Mayor Edgar Deen 
of FW; T. C. Jones, chairman of 
the FW chamber of commerce 
highway committee. 

Representing Convair were M. 
L. Hicks, manager of Contracts, 
and L. L. Turner, manager of 
Public Relations. 

First object of the committee’s 
attention was a proposal for 
building of a new road which 
would connect the intersection of 
Grant’s Lane and White Settle¬ 
ment road with the intersection 
of Camp Bowie and Calmont Ave. 

Engineers point out that ap¬ 
proximately 77 per cent of Con¬ 
vair FW drivers use White Set¬ 
tlement between the plant and 
FW, while about 15 per cent use 
the road going south from 
Grant’s Lane, and the other 
routes. 

They estimate that the new 
diagonal cut-through to FW prob¬ 
ably would be used by about 32 
per cent of the drivers, thus re¬ 
ducing traffic on White Settle¬ 
ment by almost half. 

Esenwein says that other meas¬ 
ures also may be taken to im¬ 
prove traffic conditions, but that 
the only “real solution” is the 
building of the new road and the 
widening and improvement of 
others. 

Importance of the improve¬ 
ments, and seriousness of the 
traffic problem, was brought out 
clearly in the meeting earlier. 

At conference with public of¬ 
ficials, Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine, 
commander at Carswell Air Force 
Base, bluntly told conferees it 
was up to them to get the job 
done. 

“We’ll do our jobs with our B- 
36 crews. I can tell you that 
without any qualification,” said 
the general. “Now it’s up to you 
to do your jobs—and there isn’t 
(Continued on Page 2) 


March of Dimes to 
Start on Monday 

Convair FW Management 
Club will conduct this year’s 
March of Dimes campaign, be¬ 
ginning at the plant next Mon¬ 
day, Jan. 22, E. C. Costantino, 
club president, announced. 

Containers for voluntary do¬ 
nations will be on every super¬ 
visor’s desk. 

“Last year the Management 
Club collected $3,506 from Con¬ 
vair donors,” Costantino said. 
“This year we hope to beat that 
mark, not only because the 
number of employees is greater 
but because the polio sufferers 
need is greater.” 


Deckard Named 
Night Manager 
For Convair FW 

A new assistant division 
manager to head Convair 
FW night operations, a new 
production control chief and 
an assistant chief, and new 
assignments for two super¬ 
intendents highlighted per¬ 
sonnel changes at Convair 
FW last week. 

Night manager in charge of all 
second shift operations is H. C. 
Deckard. He reports to A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager. 

Deckard came to Convair FW 
in August, 1950, as equipment 
engineer in plant engineering de¬ 
partment after serving two years 
at Dayton, Ohio, as a consultant 
to the Air Force. 

Deckard’s long career in manu¬ 
facturing began in 1913 when he 
joined Ford Motor Co., to assist 
in design and manufacture of all 
(Continued on Page 2) 



NIGHT MANAGER —Newly 
appointed Convair FW night 
manager is H. C. Deckard. 



CONTROL CHIEF — Newly 
appointed chief of Convair FW 
production control is A. L. Bar¬ 
nett, formerly general supervisor. 


Employee Suggestion Program 
Streamlined at Fort Worth 
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Promotions 


Service Pins 


FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, profess¬ 
ional or administrative: 

Dept. 2-0: To night manager, H. C. 
Deckard. 

Dept. 3: To assistant supervisor, A. L. 
Franzolino. 

Dept. 4: To outside vendor contact 
man A, P. Logan ; to department assist¬ 
ant A, J. O. Morrow ; to assistant fore¬ 
man, O. E. Overton, C. F. Wilkerson. 
Dept. 6: To standards analyst A, P. 

A. Little; to engineering designer B, J. 

B. Ray, H. E. Carpender, L. C. Strange 
Jr., R. H. Taylor; to enginering designer 
A, H. D. Stevens ; to field service repre¬ 
sentative B, L. E. Boegel, C. R. 'Cearley, 

A. H. Chura, F. L. Fitts Jr. 

Dept. 7: To chief of production con¬ 
trol, A. L. Barnett. 

Dept. 8: To manufacturing engineer 

B, H. Pier ; to assistant supervisor, L. G. 
Ivy. 

Dept. 9: To assistant supervisor, L. 
W. Bradshaw, C. D. Statum Jr. 

Dept. 24: To general supervisor, G. R. 
Gordon ; to supervisor, F. Bates. 

Dept. 25: To assistant foreman, J. T. 
Hardman Jr., B. W. Adams, A. Kolar; 
to equipment engineer A, R. C. Ruddell. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, D. 
L. Parker, J. Owens; to general super¬ 
visor, E. C. Cauthen. 

Dept. 43: To foreman, G. W. Scott. 
Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, A. O. 
Close, G. R. Wylie, J. E. Kemp, C. D. 
Denson. 

Dept. 61: To foreman, D. L. McCoy, 
W. A. Wigington. 

Dept. 82: To assistant foreman, B. 
Wheeler. 

Personals 

L. D. Stokes, Dept. 30, wishes to ex¬ 
press his gratitude to fellow workers for 
their kind deeds and sympathy following 
the recent death of his son, Bobby Lloyd, 

7. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

JAMES—Twin daughters, Claudette 
Joyce, 8 lbs. 9 oz., Claudine Lois, 7 lbs. 
5 oz., born Jan. 5 to Mr. and Mrs. F. L. 
James, Dept. 61. 

PIER—Son, Barry Robin, 7 lbs. 3 oz., 
born Dec. 27 to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
B. Pier, Dept. 8-3. 


FORT WORTH 

The following Convair FW employees 
recently received five-year service pins: 

Dept. 6, A. S. James Jr., F. R. Lig- 
gitt, N. S. Mefford; Dept. 12, G. H. 
Mayfield; Dept. 25, R. G. Norman; 
Dept. 27, B. F. Cox, D. E. Meuir, E. O. 
Norton, J. D. Rucker; Dept. 30, G. C. 
Rutherford ; Dept. 31, C. H. Batchelder, 
O. Q. Conditt, L. W. Eivens, M. C. 
Sears, J. B. Tate. 

Dept. 43, N. S. Watson, D. Wilkinson ; 
Dept. 44, R. D. Jones, J. McFall, J. T. 
Potts Jr.; Dept. 45, A. W. Clark; Dept. 
46, W. M. Williams; Dept. 47, J. E. 
Shields, W. T. Crites; Dept. 48, J. R. 
Jones Jr.; Dept. 50, W. H. Dearmore, 

E. C. Owens, R. W. Parrish, R. Stevens, 
D. W. Usry. 

Dept. 61, W. I. Louis; Dept. 63, L. V. 
Gorman, A. T. Higginbotham ; Dept. 73, 
J. R. Ballew ; Dept. 82, Carl Ganzer, W. 
R. Portwood. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees re¬ 
cently received employee suggestion a- 
wards totaling $496.04: 

Dept. 4, Juanita Dutton ; Dept. 6, C. 

F. Cook; Dept. 14, J. W. Bomar; Dept. 
24, G. W. Williams; Dept. 25, T. W. 
Eakin, L. C. Keay; Dept. 27, J. G. 
Swaner, R. B. Dean. 

Dept. 30, A. J. Knight, A. N. Little¬ 
field, J. T. White; Dept. 31, C. B. 
Lewis, H. A. Shull, A. L. Crow; Dept. 
50, John West, O. W. Ewing; Dept. 61, 

C. E. Smith; Dept. 75, M. L. Redmann. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Need two rides to and from 507 N.W. 
15th St., first shift. Loretta Crittenden, 
Ext. 5107 or NO-2270. 

A. H. Harrison, Dept. 50-1, wants ride 
to and from 2814 N. Houston, second 
shift. NO-2998. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

FINCH—Julian M., Dept. 31, second 
shift, died Jan. 8. Survivors: three sis¬ 
ters, two brothers. 

WELDON—James C., Dept. 47, died 
Jan. 7. Survivors: wife, parents, four 
brothers, three sisters. 



SUGGESTION AWARD—J. G. Swaner, left, Convair FW in¬ 
spector, shown as he received check for $107.50 from Assistant 
Division Manager B. G. Reed. Check is payment for an employee 
suggestion that will net Swaner additional $107.50 in six months 
if idea is still in use. 


Employee Suggestion Program 
Streamlined at Convair FW 


(Continued from page 1) 
the pieces of metal were cut was 
determined by tool planners 
working up in the Pattern Shop 
(Dept. 82); and they had to 
determine that size by an “edu¬ 
cated guess.” They always had 
to allow a “little extra” to make 
sure there was enough metal for 
the part, since it is impossible 
to determine this exactly in ad¬ 
vance. 

Swaner decided that maybe 
somebody had the cart before the 
horse. 

He decided it would save both 
time and materials if the man 
who determined the size of the 
pieces of metal for each part 
worked in drop hammer. There 
he could have a test part made 
in a drop hammer. Then he 
would know exactly how much 
metal is required. He would then 
order sheet metal pieces of exact¬ 


ly the right size to complete the 
full order. 

Swaner wrote up his idea on 
an employee suggestion form and 
turned it in at one of the red, 
white and blue boxes seen all 
over the plant. Industrial engi¬ 
neers investigated, found the idea 
sound—and it wasn’t long until 
Swaner’s suggestion was put into 
effect. 

New blood being shot into the 
ESP program is paralleled for 
supervisors and other flat salary 
people by new emphasis being 
placed on the cost improvement 
program. In this, suggestions are 
handled in exactly the same 
fashion, but the compensation to 
the supervisor is the satisfaction 
of a job well done on his part. 

Swaner’s suggestion was only 
one of 18 which won awards on 
the latest list issued by the Em¬ 
ployee Suggestions Group. (See 
jog Book Entries.) 


★ QotuMrisUetif, + 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT!—Convair children gather at Christmas tree at Fort Worth during CRA 
Christmas party for families Dec. 23 at F. & A. M. Grand Lodge of Texas. More than 700 persons 
attended. Inset shows Macedonia Choir that led carols. All children received presents. 


700 Attend CRA 
Christmas Fete 

Seven hundred members of 
Convair FW families attended a 
CRA-sponsored Christmas party 
Dec. 23 at the F. & A. M. Grand 
Lodge of Texas. 

The program included Christ¬ 
mas songs by the Macedonia 
Choir, an address by the Rev. 
P. L. H. Watson on “What Christ¬ 
mas Should Mean to Us in This 
Hour of Crisis,” a solo by Isa¬ 
belle Reddick and a musical com¬ 
edy skit. 

Santa Claus (Clarence May- 
field, Dept. 25-4, third shift), 
passed out toys, fruit, nuts and 
candy to the children at the close 
of the program. 

The party was given by Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association with 
LeRoy Jarl, second shift Em¬ 
ployee Services representative, 
serving as co-ordinator. 



PASSING THE WORD—Santa 
Claus (Clarence Mayfield, Dept. 
25-4, second shift) was most 
popular person present at CRA 
party. 


Committee Tackles Problem of New 
Traffic Route to Relieve Congestion 


(Continued from page 1) 
much time to sit around talking 
about it.” 

General Irvine told the officials 
that the U. S. Air Force is en¬ 
tirely dependent upon Convair 
employees to turn out B-36s, and 
to turn them out before they 
might be needed in service. 

“And anything that interferes 
with their work, as does the traf¬ 
fic they fight every day, certainly 
slows down B-36 production,” he 
added. 

Lt. Col. Ainsley E. Stuart, AF 
resident officer-in-charge at FW 
division, emphasized the need for 
new roads as a necessity for the 
security of the nation. 

“We must be prepared for the 
worst,” warned Col. Stuart. “If 
an attack should come, we’ve got 
to have ways and means of evacu¬ 
ating the plant in a matter of 
minutes. 

“We could replace the building, 
the machinery and the airplanes 
which might be destroyed in an 
attack on the plant. But we 
couldn’t replace the know-how of 
the people who run those ma¬ 
chines. 

“We’ve got to have roads to 
get them out and away from the 
plant—and quick.” 

Esenwein emphasized the need 
for new roads by pointing out 


that employees who fight the 
Convair FW traffic jam every 
day “can hardly be expected to 
do their best work on the job.” 

The division manager also 
brought out the fact that any 
improvements made in the road 
system also would improve traf¬ 
fic conditions on both county 
roads and Fort Worth city 
streets, since the heavy flow of 
traffic on White Settlement and 
Roaring Springs would be re¬ 
duced and some of the traffic di¬ 
verted to other areas of the city. 

In addition to the talks, pub¬ 
lic officials also viewed the Con¬ 
vair B-36 movie, “Target: Peace,” 
and motion pictures and still pic¬ 
tures showing traffic conditions 
at shift change. 

Convince!*, perhaps, if any were 
needed, was the ride they took at 
3:50 p.m. in Convair cars out the 
plant into the shift-change traf¬ 
fic all the way to the traffic 
circle and back. 


SD Starts Bird Play 

Second shift badminton play is 
under way at Convair SD, with 
sessions once a week at Balboa 
Park gym. All second shift play¬ 
ers interested in daytime exercise 
were urged to contact Frank Bis- 
cak, ext. 376 or 493, for details. 


Clayton, Forester Tie in Guessing But 
Latter is Best at Flipping a Coin 


Chief Plant Engineer Frank C. 
Clayton of Convair FW isn’t sure 
whether he is lucky or unlucky. 

Clayton guessed that a five- 
gallon jar contained 1,462 pieces 
of candy in a guessing contest at 
the Convair Christmas party for 
supervisors and members of Con¬ 
vair Management Club. But so 
did H. C. Forester, Dept. 50. 

A count showed the jar con¬ 
tained 1,463 pieces of candy and 


the men were tied for first place 
honors. 

A flip of a coin awarded For¬ 
ester the portable radio as the 
first prize. Clayton received the 
1,463 pieces of candy and the jar. 

Joe Dominguez, Dept. 27-9, and 
his wife, Minerva, were presented 
prizes as first place winners in 
the rhumba contest. 

Bob Rucker, Dept. 76, and Mrs. 
Dorothy Fisher copped first place 
in the jitterbug contest. 


Deckard Selected 
For Night Manager 

(Continued from page 1) 
special machines used to produce 
the famous model T. 

He started the Ford tool room 
apprentice school which later ex¬ 
panded into what is now the Ford 
industrial training program, ap¬ 
prentice school and Henry Ford 
trade school, one of the largest 
operations of its kind in the na¬ 
tion. 

The U. S. Army sent Deckard 
to England and France during 
World War I to study design and 
production of aircraft, after 
which he returned and helped 
start production of Liberty en¬ 
gines for U. S. planes. 

Among various industrial 
executive positions he has held 
since was one as general manager 
of Ford rubber plantations in 
Brazil. From 1943 to 1946, he 
was manager of three different 
divisions of the Aviation Corp. 
in Detroit and Toledo, Ohio. 

He is a native of Ohio and was 
educated at Ohio Northern Uni¬ 
versity, Ohio University and Uni¬ 
versity of Detroit. 

Transferred from tooling de¬ 
partment and promoted from gen¬ 
eral supervisor to chief of pro¬ 
duction control department was 
A. L. Barnett. 

Barnett has been with Convair 
FW since 1942 and succeeds C. F. 
Uhden. Uhden has returned to 
Convair SD at his own request. 

Appointed to the new position 
of assistant chief of production 
control was Jack Haynes, for¬ 
merly assistant superintendent of 
manufacturing control at North¬ 
rop Aircraft. His experience also 
included service at North Ameri¬ 
can Aviation in Kansas City. He 
is a native of Missouri. 

Major, assembly underwent a 
major change on the first of the 
year. The department was di¬ 
vided into two parts, fuselage 
major assembly and wing major 
assembly. 

Fuselage major assembly now 
includes Departments 43 and 44. 
L. L. Tuttle is superintendent in 
charge and L. Wilkerson is as¬ 
sistant superintendent in charge 
of second shift operations. 

J. E. Harwell is superintendent 
in charge of wing major assem¬ 
bly, which includes Departments 
45, 46 and 48. R. E. Davis serves 
as assistant superintendent in 
charge of second shift operations. 
Harwell returned to FW division 
last month after several months 
duty at SD division working on 
the B-36 B-to-D conversion pro¬ 
gram. 


Folk Dancers Meet 
in New FW Location 

Convair FW folk dancers are 
now meeting in a new location, 
the Friendship Hall at 211 V 2 W. 
Thirteenth. Next meeting will be 
Jan. 23, from 8 to 10 p.m. Folk 
dancing sessions are held the sec¬ 
ond and fourth Tuesday of each 
month. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. Jan. 23 and 
Jan. 29 at CRA Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. 'Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Convair bowlers must 
register for Southwest Bowling Tournament by Jan. 20 to be eligible. Register 
at City Bowling Association office or with Starkey. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commssioner, ext. 4239. Meeting 8 p.m. Jan. 19 at 
Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Jan. 22 
at CRA Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at em¬ 
ployee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Jan. 23 at Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th St. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—Western serial “Oregon Trail” at noon each Thursday in main 50- 
foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Meeting 7:30 p.m. each Fri¬ 
day at CRA Radio Shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., Jan. 22 and Jan. 29, North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. 

STAMP CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Singles in 
washer pitching tournament for blocks 6, 7, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauremann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


FW Club Schedules 
Bridge Instruction 

An instruction course in con¬ 
tract bridge is now being offered 
by the Convair FW Bridge Club 
at weekly Friday night sessions. 

The course will continue for six 
weeks and will be supervised by 
Mrs. Louise Matthews, Dallas 
bridge specialist. 

The 1951 bridge season opened 
Jan. 12 and will continue each 
Friday night at the Blackstone 
Hotel. Meetings begin at 7:45 
p.m. Next meeting is Jan. 19. 

Instruction will be provided 
both for beginners and for ad¬ 
vanced players, according to Wen¬ 
dell Eldred, bridge commissioner. 
“Both old and new members are 
invited to attend the sessions,” 
says Eldred. 


FW Riding Club Maps 
Plans for New Year 

Plans for 1951 were outlined at 
a meeting Jan. 9 of the CRA 
Riding Club at FW. The meeting 
was attended by 80 members of 
Convair and Air Force families. 

A new class for adult begin¬ 
ners will meet at 8 p.m. each 
Monday at Forest Park stables. 
Instructor will be Art Shelly, 
Dept. 24. 

Intermediate beginners will 
meet at 8 p.m. each Tuesday and 
Wednesday with Art Stringham, 
Dept. 6, instructing. The CRA 
drill team, made up of expert 
CRA riders, will practice from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. each Thursday. 

Convair children meet for 
classes at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

An organization activity com¬ 
mittee was elected to plan riding 
activities, including Art String- 
ham, Gordon Duncan and Bob 
Ingmire, all of Dept. 6, and Jack 
Eckhardt, Dept. 8. 


Airplane Hobbyists 
Meet Second Time 

Model airplane enthusiasts 
will meet for the second time at 
7 p.m., Jan. 18 at the Y.M.C.A. 
Further organization plans for 
the proposed new CRA activity 
will be discussed then. 

Twenty-two airplane hobbyists 
attended the first meeting, Jan. 
2. Members plan to build models 
during the winter months, and 
compete in outside flying events 
when the weather permits. 


Management Club 
Will Install New 
Officers at Dinner 

New officers for 1951 will be 
installed at the Jan. 20 dinner 
meeting of the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club. E. C. Costantino, 
Dept. 31, will accept the presi¬ 
dential gavel from Sam E. Keith 
Jr., Management Club president 
for the past two years. 

Members will meet in the Con¬ 
vair cafeteria at 6 p.m. for din¬ 
ner, to be followed by the in¬ 
stallation. Other new officers to 
be installed include: Vice-presi¬ 
dent, H. L. Wendorf; second shift 
vice-president, A. J. Combs; cor¬ 
responding secretary, J. L. Bud- 
ros; treasurer, B. C. Simmons; 
recording secretary, W. A. Cal¬ 
vert; board of control, F. G. 
Bramlett, J. B. Brock, R. F. Crab¬ 
tree, R. M. Gallagher and J. E. 
Massey. 

A highlight of the meeting will 
be a talk by Nick Karpinsky, 
Dept. 27-5, on his experiences in 
Russia. Karpinsky, born in Rus¬ 
sia and now a naturalized Ameri¬ 
can citizen, grew up under Soviet 
rule. 

The recipient of a Dale Car¬ 
negie Course in effective speak¬ 
ing will also be announced at the 
meeting. The winner will be 
chosen from among Management 
Club members. 


Used Xmas Cards 
Sought at FW to 
Help III Children 

Convair FW workers have a 
chance to contribute their old 
1950 Christmas cards to a worthy 
cause, according to E. G. Crosier, 
welfare commissioner of Convair 
Recreation Association. 

Crosier explained that Christ¬ 
mas cards are used to treat chil¬ 
dren suffering from cerebral 
palsy, a condition in which cer¬ 
tain nerve centers of the brain 
are paralyzed. The children cut 
out the Christmas card pictures 
and designs as part of their treat¬ 
ment. 

Employees willing to contrib¬ 
ute their old Christmas cards for 
this work are invited to leave 
them with their department 
clerks. Clerks, in turn, may leave 
them with Pat Moxon in the CRA 
and employee services office of 
industrial relations department. 
CRA will ship them to the United 
Cerebral Palsy Center, New York 
City. 



IN FULL SWING—Convair FW couples dance to hoe-down music at Dec. 30 free CRA New 
Year Square Dance at City Recreation Hall. Some 380 persons danced, while 115 watched. 


College Teachers 
to Aid Drama Group 

Three faculty members of the 
speech-drama departments of 
Texas Christian University and 
Texas Wesleyan College will act 
as advisers to the little theater 
group now being organized by 
CRA at Convair FW. 

Walker James and Charles 
Henson, both of the TCU speech- 
drama department, and Cyrene 
Bell, head of dramatics, at TWC, 
will be present at the first meet¬ 
ing of the drama group, 7:30 
p.m., Jan. 24 at the Y.M.C.A. 

All Convair FW employees in¬ 
terested in taking part in the 
activity are invited to attend the 
organizational meeting. 

Stage hands, electricians, cos¬ 
tumers, administrative workers, 
as well as actual performers, are 
invited to attend the first meet¬ 
ing. L. G. Seever, Dept. 4-3, is 
serving as temporary chairman 
until organization is complete. 



CHAMPION PEELERS—Quartet at right won prizes in apple 
peeling contest at CRA New Year Square Dance. Left to right, 
Juanita Thompson, wife of F. B. Thompson, Dept. 25, first in wom¬ 
en's division with 49 l /4-inch peeling; C. H. Busey, Dept. 6-4, first 
in men's division, with SB^-inch peeling,; L. E. Smith, Dept. 61, 
second in men's division with SJ^-mch peeling, and Betty Zinberg, 
wife of Herbert Zinberg, Dept. 6, second in women's division with 
471 / 2 -inch peeling. In photo at left is Cal Moore, FW's popular 
caller. 



New Second Shift 
Activities to Start 

Second shift employees at Con¬ 
vair FW are still invited to sign 
up for second shift square danc¬ 
ing, a camera activity and a hill¬ 
billy band, according to LeRoy 
Jarl, second shift Employee Serv¬ 
ice representative. 

A number of persons have al¬ 
ready indicated a desire to organ¬ 
ize such activities, according to 
Jarl, and organization meetings 
of all three activities will be an¬ 
nounced soon. Jarl may be con¬ 
tacted at Ext. 5141, any time of 
the second shift. 


Horseshoe Patching 
Tourney to Start 

A plant-wide singles horseshoe 
pitching tournament at FW to 
open Feb. 1 was announced this 
week by Finn Wahl, CRA horse¬ 
shoe pitching commissioner. 

Wahl said that the rules call 
for singles play to be held in each 
department beginning Feb. 1, 
with department champions to be 
named on or before Feb. 15. 
After department champions are 
determined, plans for inter-de¬ 
partment competition will be an¬ 
nounced, and play continued until 
a plant champion is crowned. 


FW’s Canasta Fans 
Resume Play Jan. 26 

The Canasta Club will resume 
regular play beginning Jan. 26, 
according to L. G. Ivy, ,CRA can¬ 
asta commissioner. 

Both old and new members are 
invited to attend the first night 
of play at 7 p.m. in the Centen¬ 
nial Room of Hotel Texas. Prizes 
will be awarded each session to 
winners of high-score tournament 
play. Canasta sessions will be 
held the second and fourth Friday 
of each month. 


If you talk about your job you 
may be spilling Uncle Sam’s 
secrets. Keep them to yourself. 


Camera Club Works 
on New Dark Room 

Convair FW Camera Club 
members are busy this week com¬ 
pleting dark room facilities at 
their new meeting place, the 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp 
Bowie. 

New dark room equipment has 
been delivered and is being set 
up for use by Camera Club mem¬ 
bers. 

Next meeting of the club in the 
new location is 7:30 p.m., Jan. 22. 

Presiding at the meeting will 
be new officers elected at the 
Jan. 9 meeting. They include 
chairman, Art Stringham, Dept. 
6; secretary, Marie Orrick, wife 
of Stan Orrick, Dept. 6, and pub¬ 
licity manager, Art Hoel, Dept. 6. 


Give a Name to 
Nameless Dummy 

The Convair FW Flight de¬ 
partment’s No. 1 employee still 
is a nameless character as this 
issue of CONVAIRIETY goes 
to press. 

The employee is Flight’s new 
dummy used to teach Convair 
FW crew members the proper 
method of wearing all personal 
equipment necessary on B-36 
flights at high altitude. B. A. 
Erickson, Flight manager, ask¬ 
ed employees and their families 
of all Convair divisions to help 
select a name for the ace 
employee. Send or bring your 
suggestions by the CON¬ 
VAIRIETY office at FW. 


CONVAIR YOUNGSTERS—These four youthful performers are 
among Convair FW youngsters who skated in CRA Ice Show at 
Fort Worth. Left to right are Dorothy Horn, daughter of Carl 
Horn, of Air Force office; Katherine Minch, daughter of E. L. 
Minch, Dept. 24; Diane Perkins, daughter of J. R. Perkins, Dept. 
27-6, and Larry Roquemore, son of D. F. Roquemore, Dept. 22-5. 
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A Real Plunger 

Ocean Dip Means Down, Down 
to Bottom for Ex-Navy Diver 



REPAIRING DAMAGE—Convair FW members of Dept. 76 pre¬ 
pare to replace shot-up gun butt fronting after ground firing tests. 
From top to bottom are Curtis Albertson, R. H. Rose, W. D. Jones 
and assistant foreman T. T. Jones. 

Punchy With Lead 

6-36 Guns Pour 50 Tons Into FW 
Butt During Two Years of Testing 


L. C. Dixon used to go off the 
deep end every day. And he’s 
none the worse for his experience. 

Dixon, a Convair FW field 
service representative, spent six 
years as a deep sea diver for the 
Navy. He still keeps his qualifi¬ 
cation with an occasional dip to 
the ocean floor. 

He has descended to the bottom 
of both oceans, numerous seas 
and other bodies of water 
throughout the world. He has 
searched for lost airplanes, res¬ 
cued crew members from a sink¬ 
ing submarine, and dived for 
everything but lost treasure. 



L. C. Dixon 


“That would come under the 
heading of pleasure—and I 
can’t see diving for the fun of 
it,” says Dixon. 

To prove his point, he has turn¬ 
ed down several treasure hunting 
propositions and even an* Ant¬ 
arctic expedition with Admiral 
Byrd, on which he was scheduled 
to do frigid underwater explora¬ 
tions. 

Dixon began his underwater 
career in 1934 with the Navy 
when he was attached to the 
heavy cruiser, U.S.S. Northhamp¬ 
ton, in the Pacific. Since the 
Northhampton was required to 
have three deep sea divers, Dixon, 
a naval pilot by training, volun¬ 
teered to learn the job. He was 
sent to a deep sea diving school 
at New London, Conn., where he 
made practice dives every day for 
45 days. He was a qualified diver 
after he descended 70 fathoms or 
420 feet. 

Later he made dives for the 
Navy which included retrieving a 
lost anchor off Oahu, and helping 
rescue 80 crew members of a 
submarine at the bottom of Nan¬ 
tucket Bay. The longest time he 
spent under water at one stretch 
was two hours and forty minutes 
while diving for the anchor. 

And the submarine job was not 
over after the men were rescued. 
Forty divers, including Dixon, 
worked three weeks to attach 
cables, wash away mud and weld 
fittings to refloat the sub. 

In his 175 dives, he became 
acquainted with various crea¬ 
tures of the sea. The giant 
manda-ray fish, weighing from 
700 pounds to several tons, and 
found in tropical waters, is 
feared most by divers, accord¬ 
ing to Dixon. The man-eating 



“Four and a half miles straight 
ahead. You can’t miss it!” 

(Reprinted from MOTOR.) 


fish could sever a diver’s life¬ 
line and has been known to 
consume the diver! “When you 
see one heading your way you 
don’t fool around. You stand 
perfectly still and signal to be 
pulled up in a hurry!” says 
Dixon. 

As for octopuses and sharks, 
“they’re just inquisitive and not 
harmful—as long as you don’t 
frighten them,” says Dixon. He 
should know. An over-inquisitive 
octopus once encircled him with 
giant tentacles, “but he was just 
looking me over,” says Dixon. 
Dixon, like all divers, however, 
carried a knife for protection. 

After his discharge from the 
Navy in 1940, Dixon started to 
work at Convair in San Diego, 
later tried his hand at ranching 
and then came to work at the FW 
division last April. 

His last dive was off San Diego 
Bay in 1949 to keep up his diver’s 
rating. “It’s plenty fascinating, 
but not as a steady diet,” says 
Dixon. “From now on, I’ll stick 
to swimming!” 


Nurses Canvassed 
by SD Red Cross 

Registration of all graduate 
and undergraduate nurses, prac¬ 
tical nurses, medical and dental 
assistants and nurse’s aides in 
San Diego was sought this week 
by the Red Cross, in cooperation 
with city and county health de¬ 
partment. 

They will be called upon only 
in case of emergency and if not 
already serving in some hospital. 
Registration may be made by 
phoning the health department at 
Civic Center or the Red Cross 
nursing department in Balboa 
Park, or by mail to either one. 


Larry Bell, president of Bell 
Aircraft Co., which makes jet 
pods for Convair B-36s, conferred 
with FW division officials last 
week as Bell negotiated for a 
new Fort Worth Bell plant. 

Bell and other high-ranking 
officials of his company confer¬ 
red in the office of Division Man¬ 
ager A. C. Esenwein with B. G. 
Reed, assistant division manager; 

M. L. Hicks, manager of Con¬ 
tracts; Verser Gillon, and others. 

Bell is negotiating for a lease 
on the old Globe Aircraft plant 
northeast of FW, and plans to 
set up a jet pod assembly line 
there if successful. 

Bell now manufactures the jet 
pods for the B-36s at its Buffalo, 

N. Y., plant. A Bell spokesman 
said that the nearness to Convair 
FW is the main attraction the 
old Globe plant holds for Bell. 

Entire plans for the plant 
hinge on the ability of Bell to 
secure a lease. The company will 
employ between 200 and 300 
people. 

The company hopes to take 
possession or at least have a lease 


Campus Comes 
to FW in New 
Exchange Plan 

The college campus has moved 
to Convair FW. Southern Metho¬ 
dist University and Georgia In¬ 
stitute of Technology, with the 
cooperation of Convair, are now 
training engineering students at 
Convair under a “cooperative 
plan.” 

Four Georgia Tech students 
and two from SMU are now en¬ 
rolled in the “cooperative plan.” 
They attend school for a two or 
three-month period, and then 
work at Convair for a similar 
length of time. 

Purpose of the plan is to fur¬ 
nish practical experience in in¬ 
dustry for the students, to aid 
them financially, to furnish Con¬ 
vair with qualified engineers, and 
to promote good-will between in¬ 
dustry and colleges. 

On duty now at Convair are 
Georgia Tech students G. O. Kel- 
bert and R. D. Cheverton, and an 
SMU student, P. W. Shew. In 
school at Georgia Tech under the 
rotation system are cooperative 
Convair students, U. E. Voetter 
and R. C. Churchill. At SMU is 
A. R. Johnson. 

The students all study some 
phase of engineering, such as me¬ 
chanical, aeronautical or electri¬ 
cal. Georgia Tech students work 
at Convair three months, then re¬ 
turn to classrooms three months, 
while SMU students study and 
work for two-month intervals. 
Their work at Convair is graded 
and applies on their college rec¬ 
ord. All the students begin work 
in the Engineering department as 
draftsmen. 

First students to complete the 
cooperative plan at Convair are 
K. C. Sclater and Newman Van 
Tassel, 1950 SMU graduates. 

Both Sclater and Van Tassell 
have started to work for Convair 
on a regular basis as junior engi¬ 
neers. 


date effective Feb. 1. 

Bell has been doing the B-36 
jet pod work for the past two 
years. However, the proposed 
plant would be the first Bell 
installation in Texas. 



NEW ASSISTANT—Maj. Co¬ 
lumbus (Doc) Savage is newly 
appointed as assistant AF offi- 
cer-in-charge to Lt. Col. A. E. 
Stuart at Convair FW division. 


If 200,000 rounds of 20 mm 
ammunition were fired into a hill¬ 
side over a period of only two 
years, chances are little would 
remain to indicate where the hill 
had been after the final round 
was fired. 

But Depts. 75 and 76 (Elec¬ 
tronics and Armament) employ¬ 
ees estimate better than 200,000 
rounds have been fired from B- 
36s into the gun butt at the north 
end of the government reserva¬ 
tion housing Convair Fort Worth. 

Only reason the embankment 
hasn’t been obliterated is the non¬ 
explosive projectiles used in the 
test shells. If explosive projec¬ 
tiles were used (such as those 
made for B-36 gunners in actual 
combat), the embankment prob¬ 
ably would be leveled after only 
a few tests. 

The backstop of lumber, sand 
and earth has been in use as a 
testing ground for B-36 turrets 
for the past two years. 

Foreman W. H. Flickinger 
(Dept. 76) estimates that his 
crews have poured better than 
100,000 pounds of lead and steel 
into the structure in the past 
two years. Each shell contains 
approximately one-half pound 
of lead and steel. 

Damage to the target is so 
great that it must be rebuilt after 
two planes have tested their 16 
turrets. Minor replacements and 
repairs must be made constantly 
in keeping the butt in use. 

The basic foundation is con¬ 
structed of 2 by 10 timbers, 
fronted by sheets of plywood. 
After a hole of six inches or 
more in diameter is torn in the 
plywood boards, they must be 
replaced. 

The construction crews go into 
the embankment and dig out the 
lead and steel after a specified 
number of rounds has been fired 


into the butt. 

The sand is sifted and the 
metal removed for salvage. New 
sand is then repacked into the 
butt. 

The crews and safety engineers 
are constantly on the alert to 
prevent the metal from stacking 
up inside the butt, causing shells 
to glance and bound out of the 
embankment. 

Assistant foreman T. T. Moss 
is in charge of the actual firing 
of the guns on the ground and 
works in close harmony with 
his crew in performing the 
tests. Moss and four members 
of his crew, along with two 
other technicians from Convair 
FW, helped prepare for the 
first B-36 gun-testing at Con¬ 
vair SD recently. 

Members of the SD crew came 
to Fort Worth to witness Dept. 
76 members in action at their 
jobs. Seven FW employees re¬ 
turned to San Diego with the 
crew to launch the testing there. 

Accompanying Moss from Dept. 
76 were L. R. Reeves, B. D. 
Foree, Curtis Albertson and J. F. 
Moorehead. Assistant foreman 
D. A. Whitworth (Dept. 75) and 
Thomas E. Ekiss (Dept. 27-9) 
also teamed in the initial firing 
tests at San Diego. 



“Sorry, Charlene, but I’ll have 
to ask you to return my ring. 
Mother needs it for the curtain 
rod.” 


Basic Aircraft Skills, Riveting, 
L Taught in FW Classes 


A substantial expansion of 
Convair FW’s in-shop training to 
give inexperienced employees 
basic skills of aircraft industry 
production was scheduled to open 
Monday, Jan. 15. 

The three-week course being 
taught on Mezzanine 16 was an¬ 
nounced by J. L. Budros, super¬ 
visor of the Industrial Relations 
department’s Education section. 
Assistant Supervisor R. B. Craig 
is in charge. 

Trained personnel from various 
departments have been drawn to 
instruct the courses in fabrica¬ 
tion, riveting and drilling. 

Inexperienced employees from 
many departments, as well as 


newly employed people, make up 
the initial roster of the school. 

“Convair is faced with the 
problem of doing technical air¬ 
craft work with people who have 
had no previous aircraft experi¬ 
ence,” according to Budros. “The 
new school is an effort to give 
these newcomers to Convair FW 
training in the basic skills so 
necessary to the aircraft indus¬ 
try.” 

The initial school is slated to 
run three weeks, with classes 
being held during the first shift. 

Craig explained that the school 
can be expanded to handle 200 
or more students per shift on a 
two-shift basis, if necessary. 



CO-OPERATIVE STUDENTS—These five Convair FW employees 
have taken advantage of plan to train engineering students on job 
at Convair FW. From left to rigjit are: Newman Van Tassle, R. D. 
Cheverton, G. O. Kelbert, K. C. Sclater and P. W. Shew. 

Former Globe Aircraft Plant Sought at FW 
as Site for Manufacture of B-36 Jet Pods 
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VISITOR—Recent visitor at Convair SD was Fred B. Lee, deputy 
administrator of CAA, right, shown with W. C. Rockefeller, execu¬ 
tive assistant to Convair board chairman. Lee and associates were 
in San Diego to discuss turboprop developments and inspected 
Convair Turboliner that flew last month for first time. 


Turboliner Statistics 

Specifications and performance data for Convair built Turbo¬ 


liner: 

Gross Weight .41,790 pounds 

Fuel Capacity ..1,550 gallons 

Average Cruising Air Speed .310 mph 

Wing Span .91 feet 9 inches 

Fuselage Length .-.74 feet 8 inches 

Fuselage Width and Height ..9 feet 5 inches 

Height (Three-point Position) .26 feet 11 inches 

Wing Area.817 square feet 

Aspect Ratio .10 

Mean Aerodynamic Chord (True) .9 feet 8.6 inches 

Flap Span (Each) .26 feet 8 inches 

Flap Area (Total) ..140 square feet 

Tread of Main Wheels .25 feet 

Engines, Two Allison 501 Turboprop Engines.2,750 hp each 


Propellers, Two Four-bladed Aeroproducts Propellers 


ON THE INSIDE—Reduced to simple terms, here is principle of how a turbo-prop engine operates. 
Air enters compressor and is fed under high pressure into combustion chamber where it mixes with 
fuel and is ignited. Thrust of hot gas turns turbine which in turn rotates propeller. 
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Miramar Scene 
of Turboliner 
Test Program 

Convair’s Turboliner, built for 
Allison division, General Motors, 
will complete its test program 
at Miramar Naval Air Station. 

The plane, which made its 
initial flight Dec. 29, is currently 
at Miramar at Allison’s request, 
undergoing nacelle vibration 
tests, a regular part of the sched¬ 
uled test program, W. C. Keller, 
project engineer, reported. These 
are expected to continue for some 
time and no date has yet been 
set for a second flight. Mean¬ 
while, Convair crews are “com¬ 
muting” to Miramar to continue 
the research program. 


FIRST FLIGHT SHOT—A few 
pictured skimming over Lindbergh 
I p.m. Dec. 29. 


ANOTHER FIRST—Turboliner's first flight also was first com¬ 
mercial use for new type Aeroproducts division, General Motors, 
propeller. Diagram shows operation of turbo propeller and control 
system. 




TURBOLINER COVER—Several thousand letters such as this 
went along on first flight of Convair Turboliner. They are available 
to Convair people for small fee through Employee Services. 


seconds after leaving ground for first time, Convair Turboliner is 
Field at San Diego. First flight took place few minutes before 

Gas Turbine of Hand Valise Size 
is Self Starter For Turboliner 


fuel. Power is transferred to the 
electrical, or hydraulic, acces¬ 
sories through an AiResearch air 
turbine alternator drive which is 
operated by compressed air from 
the small gas turbine. 

Other applications of the sys¬ 
tem may include de-icing, cabin 
pressurization, cabin heating and 
air conditioning, all of which may 
utilize a compressed air source. 

The main advantages of the 
AiResearch pneumatic power sys¬ 
tem to operators of turbine pro¬ 
pelled aircraft are: 

It is the lightest and smallest 
package available for convert¬ 
ing energy from a primary 
source into mechanical crank¬ 
ing power for self-starting or 
independent accessory opera¬ 
tion. 

It makes feasible for the 
first time, in commercial air¬ 
craft, a completely airborne 
starting and auxiliary power 
system because of light weight, 
small size and flexible installa¬ 
tion characteristics. 

For the first time in com¬ 
mercial type aircraft, it pro¬ 
vides an unlimited number of 
consecutive starts, dependent 
only on the fuel supply carried 
for the main power plants. 

It insures for the first time, 
in commercial type aircraft, 
dependable self-starting and 
auxiliary power over complete 
range of ambient temperatures, 
being as efficient at minus 65 
degrees as otherwise. 


New Propeller 
Design Used 
by Turboliner 

The flight of the first commer¬ 
cial U. S. turboprop aircraft, the 
Convair-built Allison Turboliner, 
is also the first commercial flight 
for an entirely new type pro¬ 
peller. This propeller has pre¬ 
viously been in service only on 
the most recent type Navy air¬ 
craft. 

M. M. Monroe, general man¬ 
ager of Aeroproducts division of 
General Motors announced that 
Aeroproducts turbo propellers, 
which will be manufactured for 
commercial aircraft designed for, 
or converted to turboprops, have 
been under development at Aero¬ 
products for several years. 

Historically, the first flight of 
a turboprop was made by a Con¬ 
vair XP-81 in 1945, using an 
Aeroproducts turbo propeller. 
Monroe further stated that all 
current Navy turboprop aircraft 
are flown with Aeroproducts 
turbo propellers. 

The turbo propeller serves as 
an important component of the 
turboprop aircraft. It not only 
converts the turbine horsepower 
into driving thrust, but also func¬ 
tions as the turbine governor. 
The safety features of a com¬ 
bined electronic and hydraulic 
governing system have been a 
signifcant factor in the selection 
of Aeroprducts turbo propellers 
by the Navy. 


The low pressure pneumatic 
self-starting system in the Con¬ 
vair Turboliner, developed by the 
AiResearch Manufacturing Co. of 
Los Angeles, makes this new air¬ 
plane the first turbine propelled 
airliner in the world capable of 
continuous operation without 
ground starting power. 

It makes it possible for the 
Turboliner to operate from any 
base and start its 2,750 h.p. Alli¬ 
son “501” turboprop engines an 
unlimited number of times. 

The AiResearch pneumatic self¬ 
starting system is operated by a 
push button on the instrument 
panel. It produces a steady, un¬ 
limited flow of pneumatic power 
within a few seconds after the 
pilot presses the button. Con¬ 
sisting basically of a small gas 
turbine about the size of a hand 
valise, and two air turbine start¬ 
ers small enough to hold in your 
hand, it operates on main engine 
fuel. The gas turbine produces 
compressed air equivalent to 65 
air h.p. Ducted to the air start¬ 
ers, the compressed air windmills 
them up to high speed, producing 
35 shaft h.p. in each unit to crank 
up the main engines. 

The system is in contrast to 
high pressure pneumatic starting 
systems which are exhausted 
after a few starts and to electri¬ 
cal systems which are too heavy 
to be completely airborne and re¬ 
quire assistance from ground 
power to operate. 

Development of the AiResearch 
pneumatic power system was be¬ 
gun more than four years ago 
when it was realized that turbo¬ 
jet and turboprop engines re¬ 
quired up to 100 times the start¬ 
ing power of the conventional 
piston engine. Initial work was 
begun by AiResearch under the 
sponsorship of the Navy Bureau 
of Aeronautics to meet the start¬ 
ing problem of the Allison T-40 
turboprop engine scheduled to 
power the Navy-Convair XP5Y 
Flying Boat. As a second source 
of power in the Navy-Convair 
P5Y it is also being used to oper¬ 
ate the airplane’s major acces¬ 
sories while the ship is not in power such planes as the Shooting Stars, Thunderjets, Panthers, 
flight, thus saving main engine Scorpions and other near-sonic speed jet fighters. 


Time Study Subject 
For New Course 

A special course in basic fun¬ 
damentals of time study, a phase 
of Industrial Engineering, is 
scheduled to start soon at FW. 

From those who apply to the 
Education section, Industrial Re¬ 
lations, for admittance, a limited 
number with the best qualifica¬ 
tions will be selected. From those 
who successfully complete the 
course, the best qualified will 
be considered for jobs in this line 
of work. 

The 24-hour class will meet 
twice weekly. A tuition fee will 
be required. Further information 
concerning the course may be ob¬ 
tained by calling the Education 
section, ext. 5345. 


Like Turbojet Turboprop is Gas Turbine 
Engine, But Power is Directed to Propeller 

Accompanying diagram illustrates principle of turboprop en¬ 
gines, such as Allison division, General Motors, power plants that 
drive Convair-built Turboliner and XP5Y-1 flying boat. 

The turboprop is a gas turbine engine, like the widely known 
turbojet. However, the turboprop’s turbine is connected through 
a drive shaft and reduction gears to a special type Aeroprop pro¬ 
peller. The turbojet operates without a propeller, of course. 

Air first enters the compressor and then is fed under great pres¬ 
sure into the combustion chamber where it is mixed with fuel and 
ignited. The thrust of this hot gas spins the turbine which generates 
the power to operate both compressor and propeller. The small 
amount of energy remaining in the exhaust gas is used as jet thrust. 
Allison also produces the J-33 and J-35 turbojet engines that 
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CUT CAKE — Jewel Coving¬ 
ton, Convair FW Dept. 3-1, and 
O. A. Doyle, Dept. 31, are shown 
cutting wedding cake at recep¬ 
tion following their Nov. 24 
wedding. 

FW’s Jewel Covington 
Now Mrs. 0. A. Doyle 

At home after their Nov. 24 
wedding are a Convair FW 
couple, Jewel Covington, Dept. 
3-1, and 0. A. Doyle, Dept. 31. 
The Doyles were married in an 
informal ceremony at the home 
of the bride’s cousin, Mrs. V. R. 
Stratton, 2223 Lincoln Ave., in 
Fort Worth. 

The bride wore a brown gabar¬ 
dine suit, and a green velveteen 
hat. Her other accessories were 
brown. Her shoulder corsage was 
of white carnations. A reception 
was held immediately following 
the wedding ceremony. 

The groom has worked at Con¬ 
vair for the past year, while Mrs. 
Doyle has four months’ service 
with the company. Their new ad¬ 
dress is 1717 Belmont. 



DECEMBER WEDDING —Ev¬ 
elyn Owens, Dept. 3-3, and Roy 
Trotter, formerly of Dept. 73, 
now in the Army, are shown cut¬ 
ting, wedding cake after Dec. 8 
wedding. 

Convair Man Weds, 
Leaves for Army 

A Convair FW couple, Evelyn 
Owens, Dept. 3-3, and Roy Trot¬ 
ter, formerly of Dept. 73, were 
married Dec. 8 at the home of 
the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Owens, Smithfield, Tex. 

Johnny Phillips, Dept. 61, acted 
as best man. 

The bride wore a pastel blue 
two-piece faille dress, with a 
matching blue hat, and carried a 
white Bible topped with white 
carnations. A reception was held 
following the ceremony. The 
groom has left for Army service, 
and Mrs. Trotter will continue to 
live in Smithfield. 


Tom Royal Signs Up 
For Television Show 

Tom Royal (Dept. 632 SD) left 
San Diego last week for Holly¬ 
wood. For a number of years a 
featured player at the Old Globe 
Theater in amateur productions, 
Royal has signed up for a 14- 
show television contract and re¬ 
hearsals started last Wednesday. 


Hot Pace for Competitors Set 
by Convair F W Hoop Squads 


Archers to Vie 
in Team Shoot 

Convair archery trophies again 
will be at stake Jan. 26 when SD 
marksmen will compete for the 
five positions on the team. 

The five highest scorers in the 
shoot will receive individual 
trophies which they may retain 
for a three-month period until 
the next competition is held. 

Although only the best will 
win, CRA Commissioner Eddie 
Generas urged all archers, 
whether novices or not, to com¬ 
pete so that scores can be cata¬ 
logued and a handicap system 
arranged. He hopes to hold a 
monthly handicap shoot in which 
all will have an equal chance to 
win prizes. 

The type of shoot which will be 
held Jan. 27 will be announced 
later. 


Badminton League 
Play for Convair SD 
Starts This Month 

Convair SD badminton fans 
made plans this week for the 
start of league competition, 
slated for late this month. 

CRA Commissioner John Lock- 
wood expected to field four teams 
of eight players each. Rounds 
will be played once a week at the 
Balboa Park municipal gym with 
first and second men’s singles, 
men’s doubles, mixed doubles and 
women’s doubles events. Each 
team will compete four times and 
the one ending the tournament 
with the most victories wins, 
earning individual CRA prizes. 

Shuttles for all team play will 
be supplied by CRA. All players 
interested in competing were in¬ 
structed . to contact Lockwood at 
ext. 312, Dick Applin at ext. 1051, 
Fred Minter, ext. 302, or Mel 
Mason, ext. 445. 


Mission Valley to 
be Links for Next 
SD Golfing Event 

Convair SD linksmen Jan. 20 
and 21 will return to Mission 
Valley course for their monthly 
sweepstakes, a partnership best 
ball event. 

CRA Commissioner Russ Os¬ 
good said each player will receive 
half of his handicap in strokes 
on the holes as they fall on the 
handicap card. The lowest net 
score between the two partners 
will be their “best ball” on that 
hole and all 18 together will be 
their best ball score for the 
round. 

The first tee will be reserved 
from 7 to 9:30 a.m. each day and 
players were urged to choose 
their partners and arrange their 
foursomes in advance, if possible. 
If not, Osgood or his assistant, 
Frank Csupak, will be on hand 
to help make up games. 


Uncle Sam trusts us to keep 
his secrets. Don't betray him! 


The Convair FW girl’s team 
continued to set the pace for 
other cage teams through the 
first weeks of the New Year as 
basketball play nears the half¬ 
way point for all clubs. 

The girls are currently unde¬ 
feated in league play. They stop¬ 
ped the Merchantettes, 25-14, 
Jan. 5, with Eloise Martin gar¬ 
nering 11 points and Elizabeth 
Mixon 10. The girls defeated 
Chance Vought’s girl’s team, 33- 
22, Jan. 9. Dorothy Henderson 
meshed 15 points and Nancy 
Smith 11. 

The Convair Bombers lost a 
close game to TCU Pharmacy by 
45-44, Jan. 2, in Major City 
League play. The powerful 
Brantly-Draughon five halted the 
Bombers, 62-31, in another loop 
tilt. 

Tooling and Dept. 47 are run¬ 
ning neck and neck for the lead¬ 
ership of the second shift league. 
Dept. 47 has chalked up seven 
wins against one loss, while Tool¬ 
ing holds six victories and two 
defeats for the season. 

In second shift league games 
Jan. 4, Tooling measured Special 
Products, 55-32, and Dept. 47 
edged Dept. 50 by 46-41. 

On Jan. 9, Dept. 47 dropped 
Special Products, 38-34, and Tool¬ 
ing beat Dept. 50 by 58-47. 

The Tooling Termites took it 
on the chin from the Halton City 
Independents, 48-27, in the only 
American League game involving 
Convair. 

Dept. 47 and Depts. 30-31 con¬ 
tinued to set a torrid pace in the 
first shift Convair league. Both 
clubs have registered four vic¬ 
tories against no defeats in loop 
play. 

Dept. 47 polished off Dept. 14-2 
by 48-24, Jan. 2, and then wal¬ 
loped Dept. 6, 61-38, Jan. 9. 

Depts. 30-31 took a 47-19 vic¬ 
tory over Dept. 50, Jan. 2, and 
repeated the triumph with a 54- 
25 shellacking of Dept. 14-2, Jan. 
9. 

Depts. 44-45 took their first 
win of the season, Jan. 2, with a 
25-19 victory over Dept. 6. Dept. 
50 moved into third place, Jan. 9, 
with a 43-39 victory over Depts. 
44-45. 

Recent scores involving Convair teams 
include: 

First shift, Jan. 2, Dept. 47, 48, Dept. 
14-2, 24; Dept. 44-45, 25, Dept. 6, 19 ; 
Dept. 30-31, 47, Dept. 50, 19; Jan. 9, 
Dept. 50, 43, Dept. 44-45, 39 ; Dept. 47, 
61, Dept. 6, 38; Dept. 30-31, 54, Dept. 
14-2, 25. 

Second Shift, Jan. 4, Tooling 55, 
Special Products, 32 ; Dept. 47, 46, Dept. 
50, 41 ; Jan. 9, Dept. 47, 38, Special 
Products, 34 ; Tooling 58, Dept. 50, 47. 

American League, Jan. 4, Haltom City 
Independents, 48, Tooling Termites, 27. 

Major City League, Jan. 2, TCU 

World Series Film 
to be Shown Feb. 6 

Grandstand seats for 1950 
World Series will be available for 
Convair FW employees, Tuesday, 
Feb. 6, when CRA presents a 30- 
minute sound movie, “World 
Series of 1950,” during the fac¬ 
tory lunch period at the 50-foot 
aisle. 

The film highlights play in the 
1950 Series between the cham¬ 
pion New York Yankees and the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 


Pharmacy 45, Convair Bombers, 44 ; Jan. 
9, Brantly-Draughon, 62, Convair Bomb¬ 
ers, 31. 

Girls League, Jan. 5, Convair 25, 
Merchantettes, 14 ; Convair 33, Chance 
Vought, 22. 

Upcoming games for all Leagues in¬ 
clude : 

Major City League: Jan 16, Convair 
Bombers vs. Carswell Air Force Base, 
7 p.m., Recreation Hall : Jan. 23, Con¬ 
vair Bombers vs. TCU Pharmacy, 8:15 
p.m., Riverside Junior High School ; 
Jan. 30, Convair Bombers vs. Brantley- 
Draughon, 7 p.m.. Recreation Hall. 

American League: Jan. 18, Tooling 
Termites vs. Southwestern Baptist Sem¬ 
inary, 9:30 p.m.; Jan. 25, Tooling Term¬ 
ites vs. Ash Crescent Methodist Church, 
9 :30 p.m. All games at William James 
Junior High School. 

Girls League: Jan. 19, Convair vs. 
Pop Pulliam, 8:15 p.m., Arlington 

Heights High School; Jan. 26, Convair 
vs. A1 Wooten, 7 p.m., Riverside Junior 
High school. 

First Shift Convair League: Jan, 23, 
Dept. 47 vs. Depts. 44-45, 7 p.m., Depts. 
30-31 vs. Dept. 47, 8:15 p.m., Dept. 50 
vs. Dept. 14-2, 9:30 p.m. ; Jan. 30, 

Dept. 6 vs. Dept. 14-2, 7 p.m., Dept. 50 
vs. Dept. 47, 8:15 p.m., Depts. 30-31 vs. 
Depts. 44-45, 9 :30 p.m. All games played 
at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

Second Shift Convair League: Jan. 18, 
Special Products vs. Dept. 50-1, 10 a.m., 
Tooling vs. Dept. 47, 11:15 a.m.; Jan. 
23, Special Products vs. Dept. 50-1, 10 
a.m., Tooling vs. Dept. 47, 11:15 a.m. 
All games played at Northside Recreation 
Building. 


FW Bowling 


CLASSIC LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Southwest Trophy . 

. 39 

25 

Louis Daiches Jewelers. 

. 38 

26 

Brantley’s Flowers . 

.. 37 

27 

Bill Harris Insurance Co. 

. 32 

32 

Juniors ... 

. 32 

32 

Bob Fulghum Humble Serv.... 

. 29 

35 

Firestone Tires .-. 

. 26 

38 

Sam Watson Serv. Station. 

„ 23 

41 

675 LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Majestic Reproduction . 

. 39 

25 

Writers .. 

. 39 

25 

Woodmill . 

. 33 

31 

Industrial Engineers . 

. 31 

33 

Contracts ..;. 

. 30 

34 

Blue Star Inn No. 2.1. 

. 29 

35 

Tooling . 

. 28 

36 

Accounting . 

. 27 

37 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Rexair Kings . 

. 48 

20 

Machine Shop .—... 

. 44 

24 

American Legion Post 606. 

42 

26 

All-Eventers . 

. 40 

28 

Smitty’s Crew ... 

. 38 

30 

Tooling Huskies . . 

. 38 

30 

Jet Pods —. 

. 34 

34 

B & F Garage . —.. 

. 34 

34 

Jobes Grocery & Market.. 

. 33 

35 

Buggy Wheelers . 

. 33 

85 

Conversion —. -. 

. 31 

37 

Machinists No. 776 . 

. 29 

39 

Barney’s Cafe . 

. 29 

39 

Rios Custom Tailors . 

. 27 

41 

Hot Rods . 

. 25 

43 

Late Starts ...j.. 

. 15 

53 

740 LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Dundee . .*.. 

. 43 

21 

Wynn’s Oil . 

. 42 

22 

I.A.M. . 

. 35 

29 

Phillip’s Place . 

. 33 

31 

Rodeo Shop . 

. 32 

32 

Team No. 2 . 

. 32 

28 

Malt Shop . 

. 31 

33 

Team No. 7. —. 

. 28 

36 

Team No. 10 . 

. 27 

33 

J. J. Parks . 

. 26 

38 

Old Plantation . 

. 26 

38 

Team No. 4 .. 

. 21 

43 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Jetomics . 

. 41 

19 

Trouble Shooters . 

. 37 

27 

Atomizers —. 

. 37 

27 

Hard Heads . 

. 36 

28 

Wing Dings . 

. 35 

25 

Z-ions . 

. 33 

31 

Hedge Hoppers ..... 

. 33 

31 

Jug Heads . 

. 32 

32 

Wemist . 

. 32 

32 

Abra Cadabras . 

. 30 

34 

Drag Counts . 

. 30 

34 

Po Slokes . 

. 29 

35 

Friendly Five .. 

. 28 

36 

Hecklers . 

. 26 

38 

Framers . 

. 26 

38 

Honey Pots . 

. 23 

41 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Optimists . 

. 27 

12 

Buckeye . 

. 25 

14 

Mr. and Mrs . 

. 22 

17 

Super Poopers . 

. 21 

18 

Twosome . 

. 20 

19 

Seven-Ten . 

. 19 

20 

Lucky Strikes . 

. 17 

22 

Alley Cats . 

. 16 

23 

Hot Rods . 

. 16 

23 

Jayhawkers . 

.. 14 

25 



BOTTLE MUSIC —George 
(Musical) Wright (Dept. 22 SD) 
shown as he looked when on 
regular vaudeville circuit. (He 
hasn't changed much since then.) 

Headliner 

'Fastest Bottle 
Player' Recalls 
Vaudeville Life 

When Dept. 22 at Convair SD 
looked around for some talent to 
entertain during lunch time Dec. 
29, they found in their ranks an 
ex-vaudeville headliner that al¬ 
most “brought down the house” 
in building 4. 

He was George (Musical) 
Wright who has been taking cur¬ 
tain bows from coast to coast for 
more than 25 years. He took to 
the stage early, ran away from 
home in Maine at 13 and won a 
harmonica contest two weeks 
later that started him off. 

“My first partner was Harry 
Delaney, who taught me to play 
the ‘depression fiddle,’ made of 
one string, a broom and a cigar 
box. I can play Bach to Boogey 
on it. Harry also taught me to 
play the bottles. These are care¬ 
fully tuned—ten of them—by fill¬ 
ing to different levels with liquid. 
Beer bottles are best for the high 
notes and whisky bottles for bass. 
I play them like a zylophone and 
I defy anyone to play faster!” 

Wright has never had a music 
lesson, but he is expert with gui¬ 
tar or harmonica, and sometimes 
both together. He has appeared 
with such stars as Sophie Tucker, 
Edward Arnold, Carmen Miranda, 
Roy Rogers, and knew well the 
old Keith and Orpheum circuits. 
His wife is Judy Anderson, once 
a Broadway singer who appeared 
with Bob Crosby’s band. 

“Most of the old vaudeville 
teams didn’t disband when 
vaudeville died with sound 
movies,” Wright explained. “A 
lot of us just shifted to playing 
for clubs, lodges and social 
gatherings.” 

Proof is a scrapbook that reads 
like a travel folder of the U. S., 
notices from every state and 
many a military camp earned 
during years with the USO. 

Wright has been in San Diego 
about a year and joined Convair 
last September. His stage ap¬ 
pearances now are limited to local 
leisure time engagements in San 
Diego theaters or for clubs. 
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AT DAINGERFIELD —First two names drawn during annual 
Christmas turkey give-away at Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory 
(Convair Daingerfield) were men from Instrumentation & Electronics 
group, of which H. B. Godwin, CRA president, is Electronics group 
leader. Godwin was about to head for tall East Texas pines with 
"frame-up" ringing in his ears, but later drawings evened it up 
until representatives of seven different groups won turkeys. 


THEY GOT BIRDS—Here were winners during annual turkey 
drawing at Daingerfield. Back row, left to right, Paula Walker, 
G. Camp, M. R. Mulkey, R. N. Bradshaw, H. J. Wiker Jr., J. H. 
Bonds. Front row: T. I. Galloway, W. A. Clark, P. L. Stanley, E. T. 
Coffman. Drawing was held on flatbed of truck with CRA Presi¬ 
dent H. B. Godwin officiating, assisted by Noble Moore, Industrial 
Relations supervisor, Betty Wood (who pulled numbers) and A. J. 
Stevens. 











































































































January 17, 1951 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 



HE EARNED IT—Archie Sterling (Dept. 212 SD), standing, ac¬ 
cepts congratulations from runner-up in SD plant horseshoe cham¬ 
pionship, R. E. Emerson (Dept. 360), after final match. Shoes 
re-enact last point when Sterling threw a double ringer and Emerson 
tried unsuccessfully to knock them off peg,. 


Jensen Shares 
Pistol Honors 
With Dittmann 

Will Dittmann (Dept. 6 SD) 
and Harold Jensen (Dept. 403) 
were Convair SD’s “top guns” in 
the Pistol Club during 1950. 

In the last quarter of the year, 
Jensen stood first in class A with 
a police course, aggregate of 870 
out of a possible 900, while Ditt- 
man was second with 865, follow¬ 
ed by CRA Commissioner Ash 
Bishop at 849. 

For class B, Jim Halfacre 
(Dept. 632) was tops with 837, 
while Ralph Castaneda (Dept. 6) 
was second with 819 and Mrs. 
Chet Sheppherd (Dept. 22) was 
third with 811. 

Irvin Marison (Dept. 27) led 
class C, firing 746, while Earl 
Whitman (Dept. 403) was second 
at 738 and Gerald Marcello 
(Dept. 31) was third at 710. 

In the December shooting, Ditt¬ 
mann led A shooters over the po¬ 
lice course at 293, Halfacre top¬ 
ped B marksmen with 281 and 
Marison led C with 262. In 20- 
shot center fire, Russ Morrisette 
(Dept. 31) was first and Clark 
Kerr (Dept. 6) second. 

Archery Champ 
Visits SD After 
Tank Town Tomr 

Roy W. Dill (formerly Dept. 
201 and the pride of CRA arch¬ 
ers), revisited Convair SD early 


SD Bowlers Make Good Showings 
in Scratch Leagues, City Loops 


Performances of Convair SD 
bowlers in scratch leagues ranged 
from excellent to fair this week. 

In the Convair 825 league Pat¬ 
tern Shop and Fuselage were 
fighting it out for a narrow lead. 
Phil Belsky has high game thus 
far with 237 while Phil McDaniel 
has high individual series of 574. 
High team game is held by Sheet 
Metal with 924 while Pattern 
Shop has high series at 2,590. 

Mechanical Maintenance was 
making it a runaway race in the 
800 loop, leaving Misfits and Ex¬ 
perimental to battle for second 
spot. Scotty Rutherford holds 
high game at 232 and E. W. Ol¬ 
son has high series of 567. Engi¬ 
neering with 910 has high team 
game and also high series with 
2,568. 

CRA-sponsored teams were 


Navigators Win 
First Half Play 

Navigators came from behind 
with a last minute spurt to win 
the first half of the Convair SD 
handicap bowling league with 38 
wins and 22 losses. 

Runner-up was Do or Die that 
ran into tough competition on 
the final night in the form of the 
Ramp Rats, sparked by Ken 
Ward’s 251 game. (Ward start¬ 
ed bowling this year after a long 
absence from the alleys and turn¬ 
ed in a real performance with 
eight strikes in a row!) Also 
strongly helping the Rats was 
George Hall. 

Another highlight of the final 
first half season was Margie 
Dwyer’s sparkling 196 game and 
494 series. Her average is 120. 
Leta Plummer rolled a 185 and 
took high series with 532 among 
the girls. Final standings were: 

NAVIGATORS 


making good showings in their 
various leagues. The girl’s team, 
captained by Francys Bennett, in 
the Towerette league is in third 
place and gaining strength stead¬ 
ily. Although Bob Mansfield’s 
team in the Tower Majors is well 
down in eighth spot, a “mave¬ 
rick” squad of all-Convair keg- 
lers is doing well in first place. 
Members are Don Palumbo, Loyd 
Stuckey, Paul Aslin, Art King, 
Mike Brooks. 

In Sportsman’s league, Ray 
Demitrowicz’s team is in third 
place, two games off the lead, 
while “Tiny” Peters’ team in the 
Industrial league is doing moder¬ 
ately well and is in the middle of 
the standings. 


Spots Open for High 
Average SD Bowlers 

Choice spots for several high 
average bowlers are available 
in Friday evening league play 
sponsored by CRA at Convair 
SD. 

“The better bowlers they are 
the better,” Jim Hayman, as¬ 
sistant commissioner, said. 
“We need keglers with 165 
averages or better.” 


SD Bowling 


825 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Pattern Shop . 41 19 

Fuselage . 40 20 

Handicappers . 36 24 

Spec. Projects . 35 25 

Sheet Metal . 33 27 

Engineering No. 1.-. 29 31 

Electric Bench . 26 34 

Gravediggers . 25 35 

B-36 Sub-Assy. 18 42 

Engineering No. 2. 17 43 

800 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Mech. Maint. . 48 12 

Misfits . 37 23 

Experimental . 36 24 

Mach. Shop . 28 32 

Accounting . 28 32 

Engineering . 25 35 

Misfits Jrs. 21 39 

Elec. Maint. . 17 43 


this month after an autumn spent 
touring Missouri and parts of 
Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma 
giving archery exhibitions for 
schools. 

A former national amateur 
champion in archery, and current 
professional champion, Dill left 
the company early last fall to 
sign with his 
brother Bob 
with an agency 
that supplies 
school assembly 
entertainment 
throughout the 
country. 

“I don’t think 
we missed a 
school in Mis¬ 
souri, did four 
performances a 

Roy Dill da y of 45 1min ' 

7 utes each, drove 

1,300 miles a week, sometimes 
through blizzards, lived in plum¬ 
bingless hotels, saw schoolhouses 
heated by wood stoves,” Dill re¬ 
ported. “Now I know what vaude¬ 
ville was like!” 

The Dills’ act combines talks 
on the history of archery and its 
development with real target 
shooting, trick shots and some 
humorous crowd catchers. 

“ ‘Shooting’ an apple off the 
head of a blindfolded volunteer 
from the audience never fails to 
get a big laugh and usually we 
get results from frightening 
school superintendents who are 
afraid we’ll plug holes in expen¬ 
sive auditorium curtains. 

“We only missed once dur¬ 
ing the tour and by accident 
shot a crooked arrow that 
missed the target and went 
zipping into the wings, but for¬ 
tunately didn’t do any damage. 
Since then we check each arrow 
to be sure it’s straight before 
shooting.” 

The Dills returned to Oklahoma 
after the holidays for a three- 
week engagement and then will 
go to San Francisco. Some time, 
probably in March, they are billed 
to entertain San Diego area 
schools. 



Team 

Navigators . 

Do or Die .-. 

Ramp Rats . 

Alley Cats . 

Mixmasters . 

Termites .-. 

Wolf Pack .-... 

Mighty Five . 

Speculators .-. 

Belladonnas —.-. 

Hot Shots .-.. 

Outcasts . 

Sparkers .—.-. 

The Cubs .-. 


w 

L 

38 

22 

37 

23 

35 

25 

34 

26 

32 

28 

31 

29 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

28 

32 

27 

33 

26 

34 

22 

30 

20 

40 







MUSCLING UP—Hugh Turner, third shift shear operator at FW, 
works out in gym in preparation for Texas regional Golden Gloves 
tournament. He is lightweight. 


Ring Veteran 
in 5th Bid For 
Golden Gloves 

Roy Pacheco, a veteran of five 
years of Golden Gloves competi¬ 
tion, is a fourth Convair FW 
employee to enter the regional 
tournament in Fort Worth. The 
tournament is slated for Jan. 18- 
22 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

The Dept. 47 assembler joins 
Vernon Ford, Dept. 46 assembler, 
Hugh Turner, Dept. 31 shear 
operator, and Billy Bullington, 
Dept. 45 assembler, in represent¬ 
ing Convair FW in the regional 
meet. 

Pacheco began his boxing ca¬ 
reer in 1945 as a novice bantam¬ 
weight and advanced to the 
regional finals of the Golden 
Gloves in this division. 

While serving in the U. S. 
Navy in 1946, Pacheco continued 
his fistic career aboard ship and 
on special fight night programs. 

He returned to Fort Worth in 
1947 and climbed to the finals of 
the Golden Gloves lightweight 
division before being stopped. 

In 1948 he again entered the 
featherweight class and was halt¬ 
ed just one step from the regional 
GG championship. 

Pacheco entered the Golden 
Gloves Tournament in 1949 and 
also fought on a team from Con¬ 
vair FW that fought several 
intra-city matches. 

The 1950 tournament proved to 
be the best in Pacheco’s career. 
He swept through the regional 
tournament and was halted just 
two steps away from the state 
GG championship. 

Pacheco weighs in at 128 now 
and is working daily to cut his 
weight two pounds to meet the 
flyweight requirements. 

Vernon Ford is the only other 
fighter with previous experience 
in the Golden Gloves. He entered 
the regional meet in 1947. He is 
a bantamweight. 

Hugh Turner is the heaviest of 
the Convair FW entrants at 135 
pounds. He will compete in the 
lightweight division. Turner cop¬ 
ped the Cleburne, Tex., light¬ 
weight crown last year. 

Billy Bullington lists no pre¬ 
vious ring experience. He tips 
the scales at 112 pounds and will 
enter the flyweight division. 

Convair FW employees will get 
a chance to see their fellow work¬ 
ers in action through two special 
“Convair Nights” made possible 
by the Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Regular 60-cent general admis¬ 
sion tickets are being sold at the 
Convair FW division for 25 cents. 

Tickets may be purchased by 
applying to FW department 
clerks. 
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VETERAN —Roy Pacheco of 
FW shows off his punch during 
training for Golden Gloves. Roy 
has competed in tournament five 
times. 


Two FW Hunters Win 
in CRA Deer Contest 

Two Convair FW deer hunters 
were awarded prizes last week as 
winners in the 1950 CRA deer 
hunting contest. 

F. W. Modgling, Dept. 50, won 
a pair of binoculars and case as 
first prize for the largest deer. 
Modgling tied with J. W. Hut¬ 
chins, Dept. 31, as each bagged 
a 143-pound deer, but Modgling 
won the binoculars by the flip 
of a coin. 

Hutchins’ 17-point deer head 
will be mounted as first prize for 
the deer with the most points. 

Modgling, a veteran hunter, 
killed his deer Nov. 6 south of 
Alpine, Tex. Hutchins was hunt¬ 
ing with J. B. Mack, Dept. 31, in 
Bosque county when he made his 
kill. 



WINS BINOCULARS —F. E. 
Modgling, Convair FW Dept. 
50, tries out new binoculars he 
won in Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation deer hunting contest. 
Modgling and J. W. Hutchins, 
Dept. 31, both killed a 143- 
pound deer for first prize honors, 
but Modgling won first prize 
binoculars on flip of a coin. 


(Reprinted from COSMOPOLITAN.) 
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Sailplane Carries SD Pilot to 42,000 Feet, 
Establishing a New World Altitude Mark 


D. C. Burrows, assistant divi¬ 
sion manager of Convair FW, 
was elected district chairman of 
the Yucca District, Boy Scouts of 
America, at a dinner meeting of 
the district committee Jan. 8 in 
the Convair Cafeteria. 

The office was held by R. 0. 
Ryan, until his appointment as 
vice-president of manufacturing 
for the corporation. 

Convair members of the dis¬ 
trict committee include H. H. 
Black, Dept. 12, chairman of the 
court of honor; J. L. Budros, 
Dept. 3, chairman of leadership 
and training; L. L. Turner, Dept. 

15 CRA Riders Will 
Appear in Parade 

Fifteen CRA Riding Club mem¬ 
bers at FW will ride in the an¬ 
nual Southwestern Exposition and 
Fat Stock Show Parade, Jan. 26. 

Leading the Convair parade 
will be H. G. Starkey, CRA presi¬ 
dent, followed by Edith and Lou 
Weitzman, Bob Ingmire, Bob 
Miles, Gerry Richardson, Jane 
Puryear, Gordon Duncan, Ed 
Baggett, Art Stringham, M. C. 
Copold, Arthur Mac Arthur, John 
Crotty, all of Dept. 6; Jack Eck- 
hardt, Dept. 8; Vera Sweatt, 
Dept. 14; and Art Shelly, Dept. 
24. 


chairman of organization and 
extension; K. L. Hunt, Dept. 6, 
institutional representative at 
Ridglea Methodist Church, and 
B. V. Lee, Dept. 2, finance chair¬ 
man. 

Other Convair employees ac¬ 
tive in Yucca district work are 
Tony Caiman, Dept. 12, chairman 
of the Sea Scout troop commit¬ 
tee; Bob Lynn, Dept. 12, member 
of Sea Scout troop committee at 
Arlington Heights Methodist 
Church; Bill Liebermann, Dept. 
12, skipper of the Sea Scout 
troop; R. W. Lilly, Dept. 31, ad¬ 
visor of explorers, Post 10; Bill 
Clegern, Dept. 6, cub master, 
Pack No. 26; Lloyd Halpenny, 
Dept. 6, scout master, Troop No. 
27, and John Lapham, Dept. 7, 
advisor of explorers, Troop No. 
116. 


FW Assembler Dies 

James Conway Weldon, 23, 
Dept. 47 assembler at Convair 
FW, died Sunday, Jan. 7, after a 
heart attack at his home in Fort 
Worth. Weldon had been em¬ 
ployed for the past three years 
at Convair FW. He is survived 
by his wife, parents, four 
brothers and three sisters. Fun¬ 
eral services were held Monday, 
Jan. 8, at Maybank, Texa. 


Burrows Succeeds Ryan as Chairman of 
Yucca District Boy Scout Activity 

5, 


ON WAY OUT—A husky 200-pound dummy rehearses leap from 
T-29 escape door in this photo. Six were later dropped from 10,000 
feet over Pacific ocean to prove safety of exit for personnel. 


FAREWELL GIFTS—Ray O. Ryan, left, vice president-manufac¬ 
turing and former Fort Worth division manager, receives "going- 
away" gifts from former staff at farewell party at Colonial Country 
Club. With Ryan is A. C. Esenwein, Convair FW division manager. 


One by One, Sextuplets Dropped 
From t-29 in Escape Door Test 


Six 200-pound stooges made 
the “supreme sacrifice” recently 
at SD to prove the safety of 
jumping from a T-29 escape door. 

At 10,000 feet over the Pacific 
Ocean, the dummies were drop¬ 
ped one at a time while a chase 
plane made movies of their de¬ 
scent. None came dangerously 
near the horizontal stabilizer, 
which was the main reason for 
the test. 

“We made the drops under 
various conditions and at varying 
speeds, to simulate everything 
that might be expected with the 
airplane under normal control,” 


George Putness, flight test engi¬ 
neer in charge of the test, re¬ 
ported. 

The dummies, each weighing 
180 pounds and carrying a 20- 
pound chest pack, simulating the 
Air Force parachute, were liter¬ 
ally “kicked” out. They were car¬ 
ried to the escape door hanging 
by the head from a monorail sys¬ 
tem and at the last instant Put¬ 
ness, himself well secured by a 
safety belt, gave them a final 
“boot.” Passengers in the chase 
plane reported the dummies sent 
up a geyser of water when they 
splashed far below. 

A group in Dept. 350 SD was 
responsible for construction of 
the sextuplets. They were made 
of heavy canvas stuffed with ex¬ 
celsior. Bags of sand were neatly 
arranged inside at various points 
to reproduce the different centers 
of gravity of the human body. 

All dummies were released 
from a standing position, though 
engineers were ready to make 
tests from a kneeling position if 
this had proved necessary. 


THIRD GENERATION—Gar- 
eld Murphy, 31/2, son °f Mr. anc ^ 
Mrs. Harwood Murphy (Dept. 22 
SD), is third Convair generation, 
for his grandfather, A. B. Mur¬ 
phy, also is at SD, in Dept. 22. 
Gareld looks forward to CON- 
VAIRIETY every other Wednes¬ 
day. 


Finch Funeral Held 

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 10 for J. M. Finch, 43-year- 
old second shift worker in Dept. 
31, who became ill while at work 
Jan. 8. 

Finch, who lived at Rt. 1, Den¬ 
ton, recently completed two years’ 
service with the company. A 
bachelor, he is survived by three 
sisters and two brothers. Funeral 
services and burial were in Belle¬ 
vue. 


At 45,000 feet, oxygen enters 
Ivans' lungs under pressure and 
it takes effort to exhale. 


Afterwards, Ivans leaves cham¬ 
ber none the worse for wear. 


More than a year of careful 
for W. S. Ivans (Dept. 6 SD) 
records and set a new world 
of 42,000 feet. 

“I happened to be in the 
right place at the right time,” 
Ivans explained this week as 
he looked back on more than a 
week of flying at Bishop, Calif., 
where unique air waves swoop 
over the Sierras to give extra¬ 
ordinary lift to sailplanes. 

When the right time came, 
Ivans was ready. For months he 
had been preparing for high alti¬ 
tude flying, testing oxygen equip¬ 
ment and simulating 45,000 feet 
in the high altitude test chamber 
at Naval Air Station, San Diego. 

No small part of the planning 
was preparing the ship, sealing 
off all air leaks and insulating 
the entire interior of his all-metal 
Schweitzer sailplane to protect 
him against the bitter cold of 
high altitudes. (This was done 
with fibre glass bought at SD’s 
salvage yard!) 

“When my tow plane cut 
loose I was well into the lift 
area. You can tell when you 


preparation paid off Dec. 30 
when he smashed all former 
altitude mark for sailplanes 


GIMMICK —After Bill Ivans 
set record, score of associates 
gave him surprise luncheon and 
presented him with this "scroll" 
recognizing achievement. 


Flight Statistics 


Ivans’ feat topped the pre¬ 
vious record of 36,100 feet by 
approximately 6,000 feet. 

His take-off time was 9:45 
a.m., Dec. 30, 1950. He was re¬ 
leased by tow plane at 12,000 
feet above sea level (actually 
8,000 feet above Bishop, for the 
field itself is at 4,000 feet) at 
10:07 and he landed at 12:55 
p.m. Total elapsed time: 3 
hours, 10 minutes. 


enter the upward wave of air, 
for all is smooth and your al¬ 
timeter needle moves like crazy 
as you ascend at 2,500 feet a 
minute (25 miles an hour) !” 

At 33,500 Ivans ran into clouds, 
slipped out of the lift zone and 
was down to 25,000 feet before 
he could maneuver back. It was 
a discouraging moment. 

“My greatest fear on the flight 
was lack of oxygen. I relied pri¬ 
marily on a pressure-type regu¬ 
lator that requires a lot of prac¬ 
tice to use. It works in reverse 
of regular breathing. Your lungs 
fill easily but you must work to 
exhale. 

“Oxygen starvation is 
treacherous. One of the symp¬ 
toms is you feel fine—too fine! 

I had to keep reminding myself 
to be cautious and continually 
watched my fingernails for a 
telltale hint of blue.” 

Ivans’ instrument panel frosted 
over and that part of his plexi¬ 
glass canopy that wasn’t double 
thickness was heavy with frost. 
Warmth of his body and heat 
from the sun through the canopy, 
however, kept the cabin to minus 
12 centigrade while it was prob¬ 
ably minus 50 outside. 

“I kept going up and up. The 
scenery wasn’t particularly ex¬ 
citing, for the ground was fre¬ 
quently obscured by clouds. At 
last, at about 42,000 feet, I be¬ 
gan to run out of lift and as I 
had only a half hour of oxygen 
left, I decided that was high 
enough.” 

Ivans confessed he had hoped 
for 45,000 feet and would have 
continued to try for it, except for 
the oxygen shortage. The same 
factor robbed him of a new world 
distance mark. 

“If I had been able to take my 
time descending, I probably could 
have made it to Salt Lake, about 
450 miles away.” 

As it was, he came down as 
rapidly as he could. That wasn’t 
too fast—for a sailplane is no 
dive bomber!—and it took him 45 
minutes to reach Bishop and land. 

Ivans feels certain his record 
will get official sanction, as soon 
as sealed barographs are exam¬ 
ined, but his fingers are still stiff 
from filling out the required 
documents. 

“It took a trifle more than 
three hours to set the record 
and a day and half to do the 
paper work!” 


FLIGHT SHOT — Bill Ivans 
shown flying sailplane in which 
he set new world altitude mark. 
"Elephant hat" worn here was 
discarded for cold weather gear 
during record flight. 


Checking equipment at Navy's 
high altitude test chamber at 
Naval Air Station, San Diego, 
Bill Ivans prepares for "ascent" 
to 45,000 feet, a test that pre¬ 
ceded his successful attempt to 
set a new sailplane altitude mark. 


Naval officer helps Ivans put 
on oxygen equipment. 
























































HONOR ROLL—These Convair FW departments drew special recognition this 
week by virtue of their outstanding records during last two months of 1950. 


In both November and December these six departments made their realization 
targets. 
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First B-36 Flights to 
England a 'Superb Job' 


“A superb job—a .nice clean operation.” 

That’s how Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine, commanding general 
of Carswell Air Force Base, described the recent trans¬ 
atlantic flight by six Convair B-36s. 


These B-36s had just brought 
“Operation United Kingdom” to 
a successful conclusion. They 
took off from Fort Worth in mid- 
January, landed at Limestone Air 
Force Base in Maine, and then 
flew to Lakenheath Air Base in 
England. A few days later they 
returned non-stop to Fort Worth. 

The flight to England marked 
the first time B-36s have landed 
on foreign soil. Last year, how¬ 
ever, B-36s made landings in 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Alaska. 

The Air Force described the 
operation as a “routine training 
mission,” but the arrival of the 
B-36s in England focused inter¬ 
national attention on the far- 
ranging bombers. 

Each B-36 was a D model, 
equipped with two twin-jet 
“pods” in addition to six recipro¬ 
cating engines. 

General Irvine had high praise 
for the six crews, who were se¬ 
lected for the long mission be¬ 
cause they had the best bombing 
records at Carswell. 

These crews, in turn, had high 
praise for their B-36s, which 


made the trip to England and 
back with almost no mechanical 
difficulties. During post-flight 
interviews, crew members com¬ 
mented on the safety factor pro¬ 
vided by the B-36’s ten engines. 
They had pointed out that on 
long missions like this the roomi¬ 
ness of the B-36 gives them a 
chance to stretch out and move 
around. 

The history-making flight was 
led by Col. Thomas P. Gerrity, 
commander of CarswelPs 
Eleventh Bomb Group. 

On both the outbound and the 
return flight, the B-36s carried 
out separate training missions. 
Flying back to Fort Worth, the 
planes bucked 100-miles-an-hour 
headwinds much of the way. 

Carswell maintenance crews 
were flown to England ahead of 
time, to service the B-36s when 
they landed there. 

Accompanying these mainte¬ 
nance crews were four Convair 
FW people: W. F. Funk and E. 
M. Kezer of Dept. 6-5, and A1 
Close and Bud Kuykendall of 
Dept. 48. 


Is Your Car Loaded? If Not, You're 
Adding to Your Traffic Miseries 


“If you’re driving to work these 
days without a full carload, you’re 
just adding to your own miseries 
in the traffic tangle.” 

It was E. G. Crosier urging 
FW automobile drivers to help 
solve their own traffic problems 
by sharing rides as they did so 
generously during the last war. 

“Surveys show,” Crosier point¬ 
ed out, “that we had an average 
of 4.2 persons riding to work in 
each automobile during the war. 

“Unfortunately, we’ve got only 
2.4 persons per car now. 

■ “That’s the reason there are 
more cars coming to Convair FW 
right now, with our employment 
a little over 25,000, than we had 
during World War II when our 


rolls were up over 31,000. 

“And that’s one of the big rea¬ 
sons why we’ve got this mess. 

“If you’ll join a car pool, you’ll 
save money on tires, gasoline, re¬ 
duce possibility of repair bills re¬ 
sulting from accidents—and re¬ 
duce wear and tear on everyone’s 
nerves.” 

The Employee Service section, 
of which Crosier is supervisor, is 
now conducting a plant-wide sur¬ 
vey to locate automobile drivers 
willing to share rides. 

“Fill out the card which will 
be given you in the next few 
days, indicate your willingness to 
join a car pool, and you’ll be help¬ 
ing everybody, including your¬ 
self,” Crosier commented. 


Mobile Units Begin Task of Taking 
Fingerprints of All at Convair FW 

Plant Protection and Security personnel began the mam¬ 
moth job of finger printing the more than 25,000 employees at 
Convair FW, Jan. 23. 

The finger printing is part of the national defense program 
now in action across the nation. 

The finger printing crews concentrated on new hires during 
the first few days of the campaign to get the prints of each of 
the FW division employees. However, mobile units began 
operating in the plant area and in the offices this week and will 
work until each employee has a print card on file. 

New employees will be finger printed as part of their 
processing in the future. 

Some old timers at Convair FW still have print cards on 
file from the defense program carried on during World War II. 
A new card will be made for these people, as well as newcomers. 


B-36 Sets Record 
by Staying up For 
Two Days and Nights 

When 12 flight crew members climbed out of their B-36 
at Convair FW after their record-breaking 51 hours and 
20 minutes in the air, they were a tired bunch of fly-boys— 
but they weren't too tired to smile. 

The reason for their smiles—their new record: 

The greatest number of flight hours (non-stop non- 
refueled) ever flown by a B-36. 



THOUGHTFUL — V. Dolson, 
right, of Flight FW offers fresh 
pillow to Flight Manager B. A. 
Erickson after latter completed 
record-breaking test flight of 51 
hours and 20 minutes aloft in 
RB-36D. Erickson, freshly shaven 
and appearing well-rested, de¬ 
nied needing pillow upon which 
to lay head, nor upon which to 
rest any other part of anatomy. 


B. A. Erickson, manager of 
flight and pilot on the mission, 
climbed out of the airplane at 
the end of the flight as briskly 
as he might have after a drive 
around the block. 

Erickson was among the sev¬ 


eral crew members who stepped 
from the plane as clean shaven 
as any time they ever stepped 
from a barber chair. Others, such 
as Flight Engineer J. A. Roger- 
son, decided they’d rather stand 
the stubble than the trouble it 
took to shave. 

Erickson and his crew stayed 
aloft a full two days and two 
nights—the greatest number of 
hours ever flown by a B-36 on 
a single mission. 

It was from 9:05 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 14, to 12:25 p.m. on Tues¬ 
day, Jan. 16. 

The great ship descended gent¬ 
ly from the north, glided over 
Lake Worth, touched down light¬ 
ly on the landing strip. Erickson 
reversed pitch on the props, gun¬ 
ned the engines and the ship 
came to a full stop directly in 
front of the Flight Office. 

There a small group watched 
proceedings and waited to con¬ 
gratulate crew members on their 
achievement. Among them were 
A. C. Esenwein, division manager, 
and D. C. Burrows and B. G. 
Reed, assistant division manag¬ 
ers, and other officials. 

It was a new record. But the 
new record was only an inciden¬ 
tal result, of a routine test flight 
measuring performance of the 
RB-36 reconnaissance airplane. 

“Test flights of 36 and 40 
(Continued on Page 2) 



END OF LINE—This crew manned RB-36D which landed at 
Convair FW, Jan. 16, after record-breaking, 51 hours and 20 min¬ 
utes aloft. Crew members, left to right, are: front row, J. C. 
Shirley, R. W. Moller, W. P. Easley, Pilot B. A. Erickson, Co-pilot 
R. T. LeVine and J. A. Rogerson. Back row: W. Feddersen, C. E. 
Laechelin, J. G. Parker, Co-pilot Capt. L. E. Kesterson, W. C. 
Wallace and A. R. Neal. 


Jacks Named New 
Convair Executive 

Effective Jan. 15, Kemper 
Jacks was named assistant divi¬ 
sion manager at San Diego, re¬ 
porting to Division Manager K. 
F. Leaman. 

Jacks joined Convair at SD in 
September to handle special as¬ 
signments from Leaman. A 
former general manager of 
TWA’s international operations, 
Jacks is also a former Missouri 
newspaper publisher, owning and 
operating a paper of state-wide 
circulation at Kansas City, after 
leaving the University of Mis¬ 
souri in 1924. 

He joined TWA shortly after 
Pearl Harbor, was a charter 
member of the wartime Inter¬ 
continental division that operated 
as part of Army Transport Serv¬ 
ice and ultimately directed all of 
TWA’s far-flung foreign opera¬ 
tions. 



NEW PRESIDENT—E. C. Costantino, Dept. 31, left, receives 
presidential g,avel from retiring president Sam E. Keith, Jr., at 
January meeting of Convair FW Management Club. 
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MAKING DIMPLES—A. D. Smith, Dept. 48, applies sealing 
compound to the inside of a B-36 tank at Convair FW. Compound, 
after it hardens, helps to keep hard-to-hold aviation gasoline within 
tanks under various conditions bombers encounter. 

'Dimple Making' a Vital Factor 
in Sealing Fuel Tanks of B-36 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, pro¬ 
fessional or administrative: 

Dept. 4: To outside vendor contact man 
A, J. K. Wise; to foreman, M. A. 
Prince, C. Hailey Jr., A. E. Grable ; to 
general foreman, A. K. Lawley. 

Dept. 6: To research lab analyst A, 
J. L. Stribling; to stress analyst B, E. 

D. Hines; to aerodynamicist B, C. T. 
Hamilton ; to assistant supervisor, G. R. 
Spitzer; to stress analyst A, E. D. 
Tuseth; to engineering designer A, R. 

L. Churchill. 

Dept. 9: To clerical group leader, E. 
H. Bowman ; to assistant supervisor, J. 
R. Smith Jr. 

Dept. 11: To contract liaison man A, 
H. O. Liskey Jr., V. H. Woodward, K. 

E. Bradley Jr. ; to contract analyst A, J. 

■ L. Stewart, W. 'C. Crane, J. J. Quinn; 

to estimator A, J. B. Goggans, W. J. 
O’Leary, B. W. McCurdy, S. A. Hughes. 

Dept. 12 ; To engineering liaison man 
A, F. L. Uhl. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, R. E. 
Wheeler, A. C. Johnson, K. P. Bogue, 
H. C. Vantrease, O. Kelly, H. A. Dona- 
than, J. L. Erwin, B. E. Hanley, L. A. 
Harrison, A. R. Howard, F. A. McKay, 
V. G. Simmons, F. P. Simpson. 

R. J. Greiner, W. H. Hall. L. H. In¬ 
man, V. A. Newton, D. H. Tate, J. L. 
Neill, C. B. Martin, R. A. Cox, D. K. 
Crump; to foreman, G. P. Gleeson, O. 

M. Nelson, M. A. Jones, C. B. McWil¬ 
liams, N. A. Martin. 

Dept. 24: To tool engineer B, J. J. 
Costello. 

Dept. 26: To buyer, outside production 
A, D. D. Mason, T. 0. Walthall. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, L. 
Harris, C. C. Kensey, T. L. Smith ; to 
supervisor, W. C. Glodfelty. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, T. 
Townsend, J. H. Minshew, G. L. Napier, 
C. C. White. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, L. E. 
Tinker, C. A. Brown Jr. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, V. C. 
Lawson. 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, J. B. 
Rasbury, E. G. .Sandefur; to foreman, 
J. C. Brittain. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, L. E. 
Poss, L. O. Shepherd. 

Dept. 81: To assistant foreman, J. R. 
New, N. N. Wilcox, H. L. Bomar. 

Transfers 

Recent transfer Fort Worth to San 
Diego: Calvin M. Shackelford, Dept. 48. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

A. C. Lotspeich, Dept. 61, and C. R. 
Parker, Dept. 47, wish to express their 
thanks to fellow workers for flowers 
sent to the funeral of their grand¬ 
mother, Mrs. Martha E. Burns. 

Births 

FOR WORTH 

HOWARD—Son, Raymond Glen, 7 lbs. 
2 oz., born Jan. 12 to Mr. and Mrs. Dick 
Howard, Dept. 3-3. 

SHAH AN—Son, Richard Lee, 9 lbs. 
11 oz., born Jan. 9 to Mr. and Mrs. E. 
J. Shahan, Dept. 61. 

Hitchhikers 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following Convair FW employees 
recently received service pins: 

Fifteen-Year Pins: Dept. 27, L. 0. 
Lyte; Dept. 48, J. P. Krog. 

Ten-Year Pins: Dept. 4, T. P. Wall; 
Dept. 11, K. S. Warren; Dept. 27, G. R. 
Gray, P. R. Poteet; Dept. 31. G. W. 
Couch : Dept. 44, J. B. Pate; Dept. 50, 
R. E. Davis, J. R. Morey, Jr. ; Dept. 61, 
J. M. Hopkins, H. M. Tindel, R. P. 
Waller; Dept. 81, R. H. Short, W. R. 
Womack. 

Five-Year Pins: Dent. 4, R. C. Barry ; 
Dept. 9, Emma Lee Hill ; Dept. 12, G. A. 
Bearden, W. W. Yeathermon, J. F. Cald¬ 
well ; Dept. 20, G. L. Dill-hay ; Dept. 22, 
R. M. Brackne'y, J. H. Whatley, P. L. 
Smith ; Dept. 24, J. J. Costello ; Dept. 
25, B. W. Adams, E. W. Reddell Dept. 
27, J. W. Adams, J. Sparks, W. R. 
Anderson. 

Dept. 30, E. L. Jeff coat, W. J. Viles, 
A. E. Vincent, J. H. Winn ; Dept. 31, L. 
E. Knight, T. E. Long, A. L. Richards, 

V. R. Roberts ; Dept. 43, C. R. Loveday, 
L. E. Sattawhite, L. L. Wright; Dept. 

44, A. O. Barnes, V. C. Cogburn ; Dept. 

45, J. A. Mclnroe, A. J. Whitaker; Dept. 

46, H. H. Bledsoe, M. G. Miller; Dept 

47, O. D. Ellisor ; Dept. 48, R. C. Keen¬ 
er, B. C. Teague, R. H. Mauldin. 

Dept. 50, J. R. Croy, J. W. Watson ; 
Dept. 63, R. O. Albrecht, C. C. Cope¬ 
land, J. O. Haws, W. A. Moon ; Dept. 
73, N. I. Benny; Dept. 75, F. C. Shipley; 
Dept. 76, C. E. Day, L. B. Simmons; 
Dept. 81, J. J. Kroo, J. R. Woodbury ; 
Dept. 82, J. L. Humphrey, A. F. Drys- 
dale Jr., M. N. Jeffrey, G. S. Stoneman. 

B-36 Sets New 
Record Aloft 

(Continued from page 1) 
hours and more are routine to 
us,” Erickson explained. 

The flight crew was all-Convair 
except for Capt. Lewis E. Kester- 
son, from the all-weather flying 
division of the Air Materiel Com¬ 
mand at Dayton, Ohio, who 
served as one of Erickson’s two 
co-pilots. 

Other co-pilot was R. T. 
“Lindy” LeVine. 

Other crew members were: W. 
P. Easley, J. G. Parker and J. A. 
Rogerson, flight engineers; J. C. 
Shirley, radio operator; C. W. 
Wallace, A. A. Neal, flight engi¬ 
neer-scanners; C. E. Laechelin, R. 

W. Moller and Warren Feddersen, 
flight test engineers. 


John H. Brandt Dies 

Death came to John H. Brandt, 
Dept. 31 SD, Jan. 17 in a San 
Diego hospital. He had been ill 
for some time. Burial was in Mt. 
Hope Cemetery. 


Safety Awards 
Raised to Four 
at Fort Worth 

A new and revised continuing 
safety program—designed both 
to put various departments on a 
more nearly equal competitive 
basis, and to give recognition 
where recognition is due—will 
open Feb. 1 at Convair FW. 

Fred E. Temple, safety super¬ 
visor, announced that four separ¬ 
ate awards will be made in the 
future. 

The plant’s huge safety ban¬ 
ner will be awarded each month 
to the factory department having 
the best safety record at the end 
of each month. A second award 
will be given to the factory de¬ 
partment which works the great¬ 
est number of man-hours without 
a disabling injury. 

Another award will go to the 
office department with the best 
safety record. In arriving at this 
record, engineers will take into 
consideration the number of first 
aid cases originating in offices. 

Fourth portion of the program 
will be within each of the fac¬ 
tory departments. In each depart¬ 
ment, crews headed by an assist¬ 
ant foreman will be scored on 
safety results, and an award 
made to the assistant foreman 
and crew with the best record 
in each department every month. 


Esenwein Elected 
a C. of C. Director 

A. C. Esenwein, Convair FW 
division manager, last week was 
elected a member of the board 
of directors of the Fort Worth 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Esenwein’s election was an¬ 
nounced by Berl Godfrey, CC 
president, at a board meeting in 
which he called for two new com¬ 
mittees: one to aid in any way 
possible in the national defense 
effort; and the other to serve as 
a liaison body between business 
men and the city civilian defense 
group. 

Said Berl: “Because of the 
manufacture of the B-36 here, 
we are one of the primary tar¬ 
gets of the Communists. It is im¬ 
portant that we work for the pro¬ 
tection of our citizens in case of 
atomic bombings.” 


FW Expects to Beat 
1950's Dimes Total 

A check for Convair FW em¬ 
ployees’ contribution to the March 
of Dimes campaign was scheduled 
to be turned over to the polio 
foundation as CONVAIRIETY 
went to press. 

Total amount contributed by 
Convair workers was not yet 
available at press time but “we 
hope it will surpass the $3 ; 506 
donated last year,” said E. C. 
Costantino, president of the Con¬ 
vair Management Club. The club 
conducted this year’s week-long 
campaign among the thousands 
of Convair workers. 


Interested in recreation? Try 
Convair Recreation Association 
activities for size. 


Sixteen new vending machines 
to make soft drinks more con¬ 
venient to thousands of Convair 
FW employees are now being in¬ 
stalled. 

The new machines will bring to 
40 the number located throughout 
the plant, according to Otha Co¬ 
burn, of Coburn Vending Co., 
which operates the machines 
under contract from Convair 
Recreation Association. 

New equipment will bring soft 
drinks closer to many depart¬ 
ments inside the plant. In addi¬ 
tion, drink machines also are 
being installed in locations han¬ 
dier for employees working in 
the yard on flight test airplanes, 
and on the flight line adjacent 
to Grant’s Lane. 


In the serious business of build¬ 
ing B-36s, it might seem strange 
to discover something like 500 
employees at Convair FW busily 
engaged in making dimples. 

But it’s as important a job as 
any at Convair FW in the mak¬ 
ing of the great bomber. The 
performance and tactical value of 
the B-36 depends to a large 
degree on the successful perform¬ 
ance of this vital job. 

The dimples are mound-shaped 
coverings for rivet heads, bolts 
and other fasteners inside the 
fuel tanks of the B-36. Dept. 48 
employees headed by General 
Foreman J. E. Crumbley have 
primary responsibility for fuel 
and oil tank sealing. 

The actual dimples are made of 



ASSISTANT MANAGER — 
Kemper Jacks, recently named 
assistant division manager at 
Convair SD. 


A portion of profits from all 
sales through the vending ma¬ 
chines goes to CRA for its sup¬ 
port of recreational activities for 
FW division Convair and Air 
Force personnel and members of 
their families. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
issued a plea this week for Con¬ 
vair folks to “be considerate in 
your use of the machines.” 

“If we are reasonable and use 
the machines when it does not 
interfere with our work,” he 
pointed out, “there is no reason 
why we cannot continue to have 
this privilege, and no reason why 
CRA profits cannot continue to 
support a broad recreational pro¬ 
gram.” 


a putty-like substance known as 
proseal. But the application of 
proseal is only one of the many 
steps in the fuel tank sealing. 

Workers first make the entire 
area surgically clean with a spe¬ 
cial cleaning compound. Next 
comes the job of wiping the walls 
with distilled water and then dry¬ 
ing them. 

A brush is then used to appy 
a light coat of proseal before the 
dimples are started. Fillets are 
made between the rows of rivets 
and around the edges. 

The application of the main 
coat of proseal is made by hand. 
Each rivet head and other fas¬ 
tener must be worked separately 
and a perfect mound made to 
prevent leakage. 

The entire area around the 
rivet heads and corners is then 
coated with proseal. 

So thorough a job is necessary 
that employees cover even areas 
so inaccessible as to require that 
the work be done with mirrors. 

After the final coat is laid, the 
material is given from eight to 
24 hours to cure. Inspectors then 
check each rivet head and crevice 
for possible cracks in the com¬ 
pound. 

A good worker makes as many 
as 350 dimples on an eight-hour 
shift, if he does nothing but ap¬ 
ply proseal, according to Crumb- 
ley. 

The entire fuel tank area on 
a B-36 contains approximately 
26,000 rivet heads and that takes 
a lot of dimple.-making! 


Model Airplaners 
Meet Tonight at Y 

Convair FW model airplane 
builders will complete organiza¬ 
tion plans for the proposed new 
CRA activity at 7 p.m. tonight 
(Jan. 31) at the YMCA. 

All Convair FW airplane hobby¬ 
ists are invited to attend the 
final organization meeting. Plans 
for. spring activities will also be 
discussed. 



“I got my raise all right. Now 
all I have to do is ask for it 
again when I get home.” 


FORT WORTH 

M. L. N e .al, Dept. 50-1, wants three 
of four riders to and from Rosen 
Heights for second shift. MA-8576. 



STARTS 16TH YEAR—J. P. Krog (left), started 1936 by going 
to work with Convair at SD. He opened 1951 by starting 16th 
Convair year at FW, where Division Manager A. C. Esenwein 
pinned on his 15-year service pin. 
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CRA Activities at FW 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND— M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting and instruction 7:45 
p.m. Feb. 2 and Feb. 9 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Feb. 5, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. Meeting 7 p.m. Jan. 9, Cen¬ 
tennial Room, Hotel Texas. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested 1 contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-ft aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing contest 
now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at employee 
service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 State.son, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 p.m. 
Feb. 13 at Friendship Hall, 211 1 /j W. 13th St. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—“Junior G-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thursday 
in main 50-foot aisle. On Feb. 6, “1950 World Series” movie. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Open house 1 p.m. Feb. 4, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 
5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners’ class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m. Feb. 5 and Feb. 12, North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Building, 18th and Harrington St. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 
Meeting 7:45 p.m. Feb. 6, Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Singles in 
washer pitching tournament for blocks 6, 7, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 



COURSE WINNER—C. E. Roeder, Convair FW Management 
Club education committee chairman, congratulates H. L. Wendorf, 
right, upon receipt of scholarship for Dale Carnegie course. Wen¬ 
dorf and R. B. Miller, Dept. 22, won scholarships in January club 
"Supervisors Say" contest. 

Wendorf, Miller Win Carnegie 
Courses in Effective Speaking 



FIRST SHIFT LEADERS—This first shift quintet 
from FW Dept. 47 grabbed first half lead in plant 
first shift basketball league. Left to right: Augusta 
Ondra, Jack Evatt, Pete Evatt, J. W. Lynch and 
E. L. Wilson. Same department also dominated 
second shift play with squad shown at right. 


SECOND SHIFT WINNERS—Cagers of FW's 
Dept. 47 copped lead in plant second shift league 
at half-way mark. Left to right, front row: D. A. 
Wood, C. E. Snyder, B. F. Boyd, G. D. Fulkerson, 
V. G. Hall. Back row: D. K. Wood, E. B. Kelley, 
D. M. Peterson, C. R. Hall and J. R. Fregia. 


H. L. Wendorf, Dept. 27 and 
R. B. Miller, Dept. 22, were 
awarded Dale Carnegie courses 
in effective speaking at the Janu¬ 
ary meeting of the Convair FW 
Management Club. 

C. E. Roeder, education com¬ 
mittee chairman, made the pres¬ 
entation to the pair at the meet¬ 
ing. 

A new course in effective 
speaking, leadership training, and 
the art of winning friends and 

Karpinsky Reared in 
Russia But NOT 
Under Soviet Rule 

Nick Karpinsky, Russian-born 
Convair FW assistant supervisor, 
wants it thoroughly understood 
that he did NOT grow up “under 
Soviet rule.” 

CONVAIRIETY inadvertently 
made such a statement in its last 
issue. Karpinsky feels very 
strongly about this, and CON¬ 
VAIRIETY hastens to explain 
that it should have read: “grew 
up in Russia.” 

Fact is, Karpinsky spent three 
years fighting the Communists 
in Russia before coming to the 
U. S., where he is now a natural¬ 
ized citizen—and still an avowed 
pnemy of Communists. 


influencing people will begin 
Feb. 1. 

A second shift meeting will be 
held at 2 p.m., Feb. 1, in the west 
cafeteria. A meeting for the first 
shift is slated for 4 p.m. in the 
same building. 

Third shift personnel may at¬ 
tend either meeting. 

The Feb. 1 classes are free to 
everyone who might like to at¬ 
tend the meeting to become ac¬ 
quainted with the material 
taught. 

N. C. Karpinsky, Dept. 47-4, 
was the main speaker at the Jan. 
20 meeting of the Management 
Club. Karpinsky was born and 
educated in Russia and came to 
the U. S. in 1923 after the Com¬ 
munists gained control of the 
government. 


Second Shift Dance 
Class Starts Feb. 7 

Convair FW second shift 
square dancers are invited to at¬ 
tend the first session of second 
shift dancing from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m., Feb. 7, at the North Side 
Recreation Hall. 

Instruction will be given be¬ 
ginners, according to H. G. Star- 
key, CRA president. For further 
information contact the CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 


35 Turn Out 
in Drama Club 

Thirty-five Convair FW drama 
enthusiasts met for the first time 
Jan. 24 to organize the Convair 
Little Theater group. 

E. Stanton Brown, Dept. 6, was 
elected commissioner-coordinator 
of the group. Other new officers 
include Everett Morris, Dept. 6, 
executive director; C. L. Roth- 
acker, Dept. 4, assistant executive 
director; Lane Seever, Dept. 22, 
business manager; R. M. Hitch, 
Dept. 27, assistant business man¬ 
ager, and Betty Childress, Dept. 
4, secretary. 

Appointed to serve on commit¬ 
tees were Harry Weimer, Dept. 
6; W. H. Mallory, P. B. Green¬ 
wood, Ed White, all of Dept. 22; 
Mrs. Seever and Mrs. Morris. 

The group plans to stage its 
first play in March, and members 
will attend weekly tryouts until 
a cast is selected. 

Serving as advisers of the 
group are Miss Cyrene Bell, head 
of the TWC dramatics depart¬ 
ment; Walker James and Charles 
Henson of TCU’s speech-drama 
department. 


Periman Heads CRA 
Camera Club at FW 

Bill Periman, Convair FW 
Dept. 27-5, was elected chairman 
of the second shift Camera Club 
at FW Jan. 22. Other new offi¬ 
cers include, secretary, Doris 
MacDonald, wife of L. J. Mac¬ 
Donald, Dept. 6, to be assisted by 
Imogene McElroy, wife of R. D. 
McElroy, Dept. 44; publicity 
chairman, Bill Simpson, Dept. 27, 
to be assisted by Bob Albin, Dept. 
12 . 

The club met for the first time 
Jan. 16. Meetings will be held at 
10 a.m. on alternate Mondays at 
the Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 
Camp Bowie. 

Periman will discuss lighting 
equipment at the Feb. 5 meeting. 


New Beginner Dance 
Class Starts at FW 

There are now openings for 
beginning square dancers in a 
new class at Convair FW, ac¬ 
cording to Ross Carney, CRA 
square dancing commissioner. 

Classes are held from 7 to 8 
p.m. each Monday at the North 
Side Recreation Building and pre¬ 
cede a session of advanced danc¬ 
ing. 

During the 10-week class ses¬ 
sions just ended, 112 persons 
learned to square dance, accord¬ 
ing to Carney. Approximately 
60 per cent of the beginners are 
now able to dance in the advanced 
sessions. 

Since the square dancing activ¬ 
ity was started in July, 1949, ap¬ 
proximately 600 couples have 
learned to dance. 


TOPS IN SAFETY 

December’s safety contest at 
Convair SD went to unit 6, B-36 
Conversion, with an injury index 
rate of 17.37. Special Projects 
was second at 18.60. 


Transmitter Hunt 
to Mark Opening of 
CRA Radio Facility 

A radio transmitter hunt will 
highlight Convair FW’s Radio 
Club open house festivities Feb. 
4. The event will mark the Club’s 
completion of radio facilities at 
the new Ridglea CRA Center, 
6801 Camp Bowie. 

The transmitter hunt will be¬ 
gin at 1 p.m. and will be open 
to Convair employees whose cars 
are equipped with radio receiv¬ 
ers. Refreshments will be served. 
Ham radio operators are invited 
to “swap” spare ham radio parts 
during the get-together. 

The Club’s new 1,000-watt 
transmitter will be in operation 
if approval for the Club’s license 
has been received from the Fed¬ 
eral Communications Commission, 
according to Robert Raines, radio 
commissioner. 

Flight Dummy 
Dubbed Roger 

Thanks to Ann Holley, daugh¬ 
ter of M. W. Holley, FW Dept. 
61 second shift, Convair FW’s 
most silent employee is no 
longer known as “dummy”—he’s 
“Roger” now. 

The employee is the new 
dummy Flight department uses 
to teach crew members the proper 
equipment necessary on B-36 
flights at high altitudes. 

Flight Manager B. A. Erickson 
appealed to all Convair people to 
suggest names for the dummy. 
Miss Holley’s was selected by 
Flight from those submitted. 
Since the dummy is always on 
time, always there and always 
right in his equipment, Miss Hol¬ 
ley thinks Roger is an appro¬ 
priate name. 


Second Shift Lens 
Enthusiasts Meet 

Fourteen Convair FW second 
shift camera enthusiasts attended 
the first meeting of the second 
shift Camera Club Jan. 16 at the 
Ridglea CRA Center. 

A. L. Green, Dept. 44, acted as 
chairman, and Mrs. Stan Orrick, 
wife of Stan Orrick, Dept. 6, 
served as secretary. Members 
will meet at 10 a.m. on alternate 
Mondays. Next meeting is Feb. 5. 


CRA Group to Host 
FW Dance Visitors 

CRA square dancers at Con¬ 
vair FW will serve as hosts to 
other Texas dancers at the 
Square Dance contest staged Jan. 
27 to Feb. 3 during the South¬ 
west Exposition and Fat Stock 
Show. 

Finn Wahl heads the CRA 
delegation of hosts. The CRA 
dancers will not take part in the 
contest, according to Ross Car¬ 
ney, square dance commissioner. 


A Convair job is a military 
trust. Keep it quiet. 


Harris Repeats 
in Fish Contest 

A Convair FW fisherman who 
tries his anglin’ luck at least 
once a day has hit the CRA fish¬ 
ing jackpot for the second time. 
L. E. Harris, Dept. 30, was 
awarded a minnow bucket for 
catching the largest bass in the 
quarterly fishing contest just 
ended. Harris’ prize winning 
small mouth black bass weighed 
4 Vz pounds. 

He also won the preceding 
quarterly contest, and a tackle 
box for a 5-pound 1-ounce bass. 

Taking home a tackle box for 
the largest catfish registered in 
the contest was L. M. Yoakum, 



TOP ANGLER—L. E. Harris, 
Convair FW Dept. 30, is shown 
with new minnow bucket won in 
CRA quarterly fishing contest 
just ended. Harris won minnow 
bucket for catching largest bass 
—4'/2-pound small mouth. 

Dept. 27-9, for his 47-pound cat¬ 
fish lured from Eagle Mountain 
Lake in October. Yoakum caught 
the whopper on a trot line. 

Harris uses artificial bait for 
his bass fishing in Gaylord Lake, 
east of Fort Worth. 

A new quarterly contest for 
January, February and March is 
now open. Fishermen should reg¬ 
ister catches in the employee 
services section. 


More Cards for 
Children Needed 

Approximately 2,000 old Christ¬ 
mas cards have been turned in 
to the Convair FW Employee 
Service section for use in treat¬ 
ment of children suffering from 
cerebral palsy, according to E. G. 
Crosier, CRA welfare commis¬ 
sioner. 

“And we still need more,” says 
Crosier. The child victims of 
cerebral palsy cut out the Christ¬ 
mas card pictures and designs as 
part of their treatment. Cards 
may be turned in to department 
clerks or to Pat Moxon in the 
CRA and Employee Service of¬ 
fice. 
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Magic Carpet of Film’ Carries SD Club Group on 
Low-Level Reconnaissance With Air Force 


More than 300 members of Con- 
vair SD’s Management Club had 
a new respect for aerial reconnais¬ 
sance this week after a “magic 
carpet” of color film took them 
on low-level, three dimensional 
flights over Germany, the U. S., 
Japan and Korea. 

The occasion was a meeting in 
El Cortez hotel Jan. 17 during 
which Col. G. W. Goddard, top 
Air Force air photo authority, 
explained new advances in mili¬ 
tary photography with slides and 
films exposed by the “Gypsy Rose 
Lee” continuous strip camera. 

Most amazing for the audi¬ 
ence was the sensation of view¬ 


ing cities and countryside in 
startling third dimension. This 
was achieved by equipping the 
audience with special glasses 
and showing on a screen con¬ 
tinuous films shot during low 
level flights. The projection 
machine—one of only a few in 
existence—combined two views 
taken simultaneously from 
slightly different angles in the 
plane. With the aid of glasses, 
this permitted introduction of 
the third dimension, so that 
buildings and trees appeared in 
their relative heights. 

The continuous strip film itself 
is neither a movie in the accepted 


definition nor a “still.” In con¬ 
ventional cameras a shutter 
opens, exposing the film for an 
instant, then closes. In the con¬ 
tinuous strip aerial camera the 
shutter remains open when in 
operation and the film itself 
moves across the shutter slit, 
thus taking a continuous panor¬ 
ama-type picture. The film moves 
at the same ground speed as the 
plane, so as not to blur. 

Colonel Goddard showed films 
taken at speeds of up to 500 
miles an hour. One shot, taken 
from a plane traveling at that 
speed, of another plane flying in 
an opposite direction at the same 





Together in Jap POW Camps 


Standing guard is a lot better 
on the nerves and health than 
being guarded—in the opinion of 
three Convair FW men who’ve 
tried both. 

Raymond Reed, Lester Rasbury 
and Raymond Richey, all FW 
Plant Protection guards, often 
compare their present jobs with 
experiences as Japanese prisoners 
during World War II. 

The three were members of 
the famous 131 F. A., 2nd Bat¬ 
talion, later known as the “Lost 
Battalion.” The unit was mo¬ 
bilized in 1940 with the Second 
National Guard Division and 
was seven days out of Honolulu 
when the Japs raided Pearl 
Harbor. 

The trio arrived in Java, Dutch 
East Indies via Australia early in 
1942. Soon afterwards the Japs 
overran the island and the three 
Convair men were captured. 

Singapore, China, was the first 
stop in the round of POW camps 
for the group. They were forced 
to work on a “garden project” 
that later turned out to be an 
airport. 

January of 1943 found them 
among a group of 17,000 prison¬ 
ers building a railroad by hand 
through the jungles of Burma, 
barely surviving on a meager 
diet of rice, with an occasional 
supplement of dried fish. 

The three describe this detail 
as the worst of their POW 
days. The jungle offered little 
for the ROWS should they try 
to escape. As Rasbury puts it: 
“More people were trying to 
break into the camps than out.” 

The Japs next transferred the 
prisoners to Siam for a short 
rest. Here the trio was split, 
with Rasbury and Reed return¬ 
ing to the jungles and Richey 
going to Saigon. 

Reed and Rasbury remained in 
Burma until the end, cutting 
wood and rebuilding bridges and 
roads destroyed by the Allied air 
forces. 

Richey was destined to go to 
Japan for work but landed in Sai¬ 
gon after air attacks halted most 
of the movements by naval ves¬ 
sels. 

The prison compound housing 
Richey was located just across 
the street from the docks and 
warehouses used by the Japs and 
the guard recalls many raids by 
Convair-built Liberators and 
Navy dive bombers. 

The prisoners at Saigon con¬ 
structed a blast wall for protec¬ 
tion from the air raids and often 


ART: 


crouched in knee-deep mud cheer¬ 
ing the attacking planes on. 

The trio was reunited in Cal¬ 
cutta, India, after their liberation 
by Allied forces. They all return¬ 
ed to the United States and were 
discharged in 1946. 

Each of the men drew ap¬ 
proximately $1,275 recently 
when the government reim¬ 
bursed the prisoners with a 
dollar for each day spent in the 
hands of the Japs. 

The three are quick to add how 
good it feels to be guarding a 
vital industry for peace instead 
of being guarded by an aggressor. 


(Reprinted from AMER. DRUGGIST.) 

“I don’t give a dram!” 


The B-36 and beauty have long 
been synonymous to people who 
have seen the graceful giant roar 
overhead. But few people know 
the importance another symbol of 
beauty—the diamond—plays in 
B-36 production. 

Production of the B-36 at Con¬ 
vair FW requires diamonds total¬ 
ing about 2,000 carats annually. 
The total cost of these diamonds 
is more than $60,000. 

The stones used are known as 
industrial diamonds and are 
somewhat inferior in beauty to 
those used in jewelry stores. 
Nevertheless, they are just as 
hard and important to the air¬ 
craft industry as their more ex¬ 
pensive counterparts. 

Since diamonds are many times 
harder than metals used in B- 
36s, they are used in many vitally 
important cutting operations in 
tooling for the making of the 
most intricate metal parts of the 
B-36. The diamonds used at Con¬ 
vair are brown or gray in hue 
and either round, oval or octahe¬ 
dral in shape. 

Dept. 14 (Tool Service) han¬ 
dles all diamonds and tools re¬ 
quiring diamond parts. However, 
some machines in Dept. 30 re¬ 
quire diamond parts, too. 

The most important use of the 
diamond in building the B-36 is 


AT 500 MILES AN HOUR!—El Cortez banquet room at San Diego is packed in this picture with 
Management Club men watching Air Force aerial pictures. Projection machine shown here permits 
amazing three-dimensional effect. Note size of film cylinder. Film is "continuous strip" type and 
club members were "taken for a ride" in Air Force aerial photo planes doing 500 miles an hour 
over Germany and Korea. Program was sponsored by B-36 Modification, Harold Hunt, superintendent. 

speed, was clear enough to count 
the wing rivets! (This meant that 
the film speed had to be 1000 
miles an hour!) 

Among amazing shots shown 
was one taken at 500 miles an 
hour that plainly showed the 
playing cards in the hand of an 
Air Force man on the ground! 
Another, taken from a height of 
many thousands of feet, clearly 
showed people and jeeps. 

“ . . . but the intelligence 
people aren’t satisfied unless 
they can read the make of a 
motorcycle from that height,” 
the colonel quipped. 

Colonel Goddard pointed out 
the hazards that aerial photo 
runs will face in another war 
with proximity fuses and heavy 
anti-aircraft concentrations over 
major targets. He added, how¬ 
ever, that modern equipment will 
permit planes to fly at high alti¬ 
tudes, a considerable distance to 
one side of the target, and still 
obtain good pictures of the tar¬ 
get itself. 

“The Convair RB-36, we be¬ 
lieve, is the aircraft that will 
give us the altitude and range 
we need,” he continued. He lik¬ 
ened the RB-36, with its battery 
of cameras, to a “lawnmower,” 
flying over or near a target area, 
picking up all the “blades” of 
intelligence in one sweep, so that 
only one flight over enemy terri¬ 
tory is necessary. 


GLASSES, GLASSES, GLASSES—Everyone in room wore them during, spectacular Air Force pro¬ 
gram showing low-level aerial photos. Use of special glasses permitted audience to view pictures in 
three dimensions, a startling effect, which caused such sights as Empire State building to appear 
to "come out" at the audience. Cities and castles of Germany appeared as perfect toy replicas. 


Diamonds—2,000 Carats a Year!—Play Vital Role 
by Arming Tools That Produce B-36 Bombers 


as a diamond wheel dresser. The 
dressers are used until the dia¬ 
mond point is worn smooth. They 
are then sent to one of five com¬ 
panies to have the diamond re¬ 
mounted. If it is worn beyond 
repair, the remaining piece of 
diamond is returned. 

The small pieces are powdered 
to form diamond dust and the 
dust used as a lapping compound 
for polishing carbide form tools 
requiring a high degree of finish, 
such as rivet header dies. 

Convair FW has about 30 wheel 
dressers with diamond pointed 
heads. They are sent off about 
four times each year to be 
changed or remounted. 

The largest single diamond 
used measures three carats and 
costs about $130. The average 
size used is a two-carat affair 
that sells for $120. However, 
smaller diamonds of less than a 
carat are sometimes used at a 
cost of as low as $3 each. 

A good operator can use a dia¬ 
mond-headed dresser for three 
months without having it re¬ 
mounted, according to General 
Foreman G. A. Frazier of Dept. 
14. 

Diamonds are also used as an 
abrasive in grinding wheels used 
for cutting tools made of hard, 
non-ferrous metals, such as tung- 


each 

$120 


sten carbide. Convair FW 
about 20 of these wheels 
month at a cost of about 
each. 

The diamond is also used for 
dressing down and truing grind¬ 
ing wheels and as the impressor 
point on machines which test 
hardness of various materials. 


READY FOR DUST—These industrial diamonds have served 
their usefulness as points for wheel dressers and are ready to be 
pounded to dust to form lapping compound. They are part of 
$60,000 worth of diamonds Convair FW uses annually. 


REVIEW EXPERIENCES—These FW Plant Protection guards get 
together often to recall days spent as Japanese prisoners of war. 
Looking over souvenir scrapbook are, left to rigjit: Lester Rasbury, 
Raymond Reed and Raymond Richey. 


In War and Peace 


Convair FW Guards Recall Life 
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Modern, Faster Planes Arrive: FASTER - HI0HER - M0RE C0MF0RTABLE 

International Flying Time Cut 


His Imperial Majesty Continues Tour 
Of Western Areas; Widely Welcomed 


HUGE CROWD ON HAND TO MEET CONVAIRS 


PEOPLE EXPRESS JOY OVER EMPEROR’S VISIT 




BULLETIN 

His Imperial Majesty and Hia entourage returned to 
the Capital on Thursday afternoon, December 28, He wai 
mot at Addis Ababa Airport by Her Imperial Majesty, 
members of the Imperial Family. Ministers and Dig- 
niiaries. 

By Our Own Correspondent 
(Delayed) 
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CONVAIR MAKES PAGE ONE—When Conva'r-Liners reached Addis Ababa for service on 
Ethiopian Air Lines, local paper went all out, playing story second only to return of Emperor. 


Crowd Turns Out to Greet New 
Liners on Arrival in Ethiopia 


Convair-Liners caused quite a 
commotion when they arrived in 
Addis Ababa late last month. 

The two new ships purchased 
by Ethiopian Air Lines landed at 
their destination Dec. 27, greeted 
by a crowd that the local press 
described as one of the largest 
ever seen at the airport. Greeters 
included top government officials 
and members of the diplomatic 
corps, among them Ambassador 
George R. Merrell from the U. S. 

Speeches by dignitaries de- 


SD Man Flies in 
'Revived' PB4Y2 

Few, if any, Convair men have 
been as close to Russian soil in 
the last few months as Walter S. 
Alcaraz (Dept. 31 SD). 

Alcaraz last month returned to 
the company after four months 
with the Navy as a flight engi¬ 
neer aboard a PB4Y2 (Privateer), 
Convair-built, which had been 
brought out of mothballs to serve 
in a reserve squadron. 

“We were stationed at Ault 
Field in the Sound, near Seattle, 
and made our shakedown and 
training flights over the Aleu¬ 
tians, to Kodiak and Adak,” Al¬ 
caraz explained. 

“No, we didn’t actually see Si¬ 
beria, or any Russian shipping 
either. It was rather chilly some¬ 
times, and lonely.” 

Released from active duty be¬ 
cause of dependents, Alcaraz cur¬ 
rently is attached to another re¬ 
serve sequadron, VP 771, and 
commutes regularly to Los Ala- 
mitos for training on week-ends. 



OUT OF MOTHBALLS —W. 
S. Alcaraz (Dept. 31 SD), shown 
beside Navy PB4Y2 taken out 
of mothballs for service. 


scribed the event as “another 
proud day for our national air¬ 
line that inaugurated its first 
service just four years ago . . . ” 
and mentioned with pride the 
flights to Ethiopia “from the fac¬ 
tory in California, across the 
U. S., the Atlantic and Eu¬ 
rope. ...” 

W. G. Golien, general manager 
for Ethiopian, indicated he hoped 
the new Convairs would go into 
service during January and set 
about an intensive training and 
proving program to qualify flight 
and ground personnel and estab- 



UP FOR EMPEROR — Ethi¬ 
opian Convair - Liner is shown 
with rolling hills of Addis Ababa 
in background during, JATO take¬ 
off Dec. 30, a command per¬ 
formance for His Imperial Maj¬ 
esty, Haile Selassie. 

lish suitable facilities to maintain 
the ships. First service was 
scheduled for Nairobi, Addis 
Ababa, Port Sudan, Cairo, link¬ 
ing up with TWA and permitting 
passengers to breakfast in Addis 
and dine in Paris the same day. 

Arrival of the ships drew the 
attention even of the emperor, 
His Imperial Majesty Haile Sel¬ 
assie. The monarch personally 
viewed a special JATO take-off 
by a Convair two days after its 
arrival at the capital. 

With Ethiopian as Convair 
service representative is E. J. 
Griffin. 



POLKA CALLER — Calvin 
Chervenka, of Convair FW engi¬ 
neering, is sideline polka disk 
jockey. 

Live/y Hopper 

FW Lab Analyst 
Disc Jockey, Too 

A Convair FW research lab 
analyst is now disc jockeying a 
new radio show—the “Polka Pa¬ 
rade,” heard from 9 to 9:30 p.m. 
each Satuday on KFJZ. 

He’s Calvin Chervenka, 26- 
year-old expert on the “art of 
vivacious hopping.” 

Chervenka first learned about 
polkas as a child on his father’s 
Rogers, Tex., farm. The elder 
Chervenka was born in Czecho- 
slavakia, where the polka origi¬ 
nated, and Mrs. Chervenka is of 
Czech descent. 

‘We spoke both Czech and Eng¬ 
lish, and naturally became fa¬ 
miliar with folk ballads and pol¬ 
kas. The more I listened to the 
rhythm of the polkas, the more 
I liked it. I was sure other peo¬ 
ple would like it, too,” says Cher¬ 
venka. 

Since there are many people of 
Czech and German descent in 
Fort Worth, Dallas and surround¬ 
ing towns who make up a likely 
audience for polka music, Cher¬ 
venka proposed the polka pro¬ 
gram to KFJZ. The station 
agreed and the program was first 
aired Dec. 16. 

Thus far, response has been 
good. The program slogan, “more 
music and less conversation,” is 
a hit with listeners, according to 
the Convair engineer. 

Chervenka believes that the 
polka, defined as ‘a vivacious 
hopping dance of Bohemian ori¬ 
gin performed by two persons,” 
may some day be popular on a 
national scale. “The music field 
is in need of variety—other than 
‘The Thing’ and the ‘Hot Rod 
Race,’ ” says the polka expert. 


Ray New Director 
of Engineer Group 

Two Convair FW engineers 
have been elected to offices in 
the Society of Aeronautical 
Weight Engineers. 

J. V. Ray is the new director 
of the local chapter while V. L. 
Salzman was elected program 
chairman at the Jan. 19 meeting. 
Convair FW engineers interested 
in joining the group may contact 
Ray at Ext. 2124. 


A Convair job is a military 
trust. Keep it quiet. 



(Reprinted from COSMOPOLITAN.^ 


Millions in New FW Equipment 
Added to Aid B-36 Production 


New equipment valued at more 
than $5,500,000 will be in use at 
Convair FW before June as re¬ 
sult of an extensive program de¬ 
signed to take advantage of latest 
developments for quantity and 
quality of B-36 production. 

Frank C. Clayton, plant engi¬ 
neer, announced that new ma¬ 
chines are being purchased, oth¬ 
ers are being removed from re¬ 
serve stocks and still others are 
undergoing modernization to ob¬ 
tain top production efficiency. 

Maintenance, traffic, tooling, 
test laboratory, fabrication de¬ 
partments and offices are all due 
for new equipment or moderniza¬ 
tion of equipment on hand. 

Typical of the vast improve¬ 
ment program under way is 
the addition of 11 new milling 
machines in Depts. 31 and 81. 
The new units are modern and 
up-to-date mills for high-pow¬ 
ered tooling. 

The largest of the new ma¬ 
chines being added is a 12-foot 
Niles boring mill. The big unit 
is the largest turning mill in the 
FW division and will be used to 
duplicate intricate and irregular¬ 
shaped dies of larger sizes. 

Traffic will get new tow trucks, 
lifts and other vehicles. Two mon¬ 
orail cranes also will be added 
over the main assembly line. 

Convair FW will have a first 
in the division upon the comple¬ 
tion of a program to convert an 
Onsrud spar mill into a wing skin 
mill. The equipment will be the 


first of its kind at CVAC and 
will be used in making wing skin 
material. 

A new and improved Devlieg 
Jig Mill, called the most versatile 
of its kind, will allow Convair 
FW to step up speed and improve 
output on boring jobs. 

More of the latest type hand 
power tools are being added to 
meet the accelerated program. 

The 795^ Toledo Press and the 
796 Bliss Press are due to sup¬ 
plement old presses used since 
Convair started operations in the 
FW division. The new presses 
will be used to draw deep shell 
parts and are expected to further 
reduce material losses. 

A new HPM hydraulic unit 
with a speedy-therm attach¬ 
ment will eliminate open gas 
flames in the heating and 
drawing of magnesium parts. 
The new unit is another first 
for Convair FW. 

Another Hidraw die has been 
added recently for a 600-ton Wil¬ 
liamson-White unit on hand. 

Maintenance will get a number 
of new machines to keep pace 
with the improvements. A new 
power-scraper is due to be used 
in re-working machinery. 

Other equipment scheduled in¬ 
cludes: Reed Prentice Die Mills; 
new Ceco Stamps; Heald Inter¬ 
nal Grinder; a Cutomatic cutoff 
saw; power hacksaws, more ver¬ 
tical shapers; new Monarch 
Shapemaster lathes and many 
others. 



SHAPEMASTER—This new lathe is only one of kind at Convair 
FW. It cuts depth patterns as well as contour patterns. Operating 
new lathe is J. E. Hale, Dept. 81. 



BIG BOY—This 795*/2 Toledo Press is typical of new equip¬ 
ment being installed at Convair FW. Working on installation of 
new machine are, left to right: J. Crowson, F. Jones and Bill Bird- 
well (Dept. 25-3). 
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WAITING FOR MICKEY MOUSE—Pinkie, five-year-old Tom 
belonging to J. R. Behrns (Dept. 375 SD) was television fan for 
several weeks. Faithfully he watched screen, sometimes patted 
glass in curiosity. Recently he gave up vigil, now ignores screen 
completely. When Behrns inquired why, Pinkie meowed disdain¬ 
fully: "No Mickey Mouse!" 


Behind the Curtain 


Average Convair Man Would 
Amaze the Average Russian 

If the average Russian entered the average Convair 
man’s home, he would accuse the Convair man of being a 
“wealthy oppressor of the working classes.” 

“How else could he explain the 'luxuries’ such as plumb¬ 
ing and hot and cold water and clothes and television?” 
asks Geoffrey Stormson (Dept. 375 SD). 




Stormson, Budapest born U. S. 
Army veteran, spent a lot of time 
with Russians during the war as 
an interpreter for Military Gov¬ 
ernment. He even took one trip 
behind the “iron curtain” to 
Smolensk to deliver a truck con¬ 
voy of Russian displaced persons 
and prisoners of war. 

“At first we took them only 
as far as the Russian lines. 
Then when we found how 
roughly they were treated by 
Russian front line troops, we 
convoyed them inland.” 

The Russian troops had little 
respect for those who had surren¬ 
dered, took their poor possessions 
and sent them along on foot. 

Stormson spent a lot of time, 
too, with German prisoners, inter¬ 
rogating them, and it was from 
some German officers that he ob¬ 
tained a unique war memento, 
several thousand pictures taken 
behind the iron curtain. From 
the collection he made slides 
which accompany a lecture he 
gives on his experiences with the 
Russians. He has appeared be¬ 
fore San Diego service clubs and 
at State College, where he is a 
part-time student working toward 
a degree which he hopes will lead 
him ultimately into foreign serv¬ 
ice. 

‘The primitive life of the aver¬ 
age Russian is amazing to the 
average American. The common 
ordinary services that we regard 
as essentials are luxuries to them. 
The iron curtain is designed sole¬ 
ly to keep them from knowing 
how the rest of the world lives.” 

Stormson, now 34, tells an 
amazing story of his youth in 
Hungary. With military service 
imminent, he left with two 
companions in a sailboat down 
the Danube. The next few 
years were exciting ones, in¬ 
cluding such adventures as sail¬ 
ing to Italy, Spain, Great 
Britain, shipwreck in the Hel- 


HOME SCENE—This is a typ¬ 
ical scene in rural home behind 
"iron curtain." Family sits around 
(and on) stove. 


WARLIKE POSE — Geoffrey 
Stormson (Dept. 375 SD), top 
left, with Russian soldier. Below, 
as he looks today. 


lespont (the Dardenelles), cap¬ 
ture by Turkish soldiers. He 
made his way by free lance 
photography and writing. 

“I was in Germany in 1939 and 
it was obvious that war wasn’t 
far off. So I signed on a ship 
for America and jumped ship in 
New York and hitch-hiked across 
the country to San Pedro.” 

There he got aboard a Swedish 
vessel, working his way, and ulti¬ 
mately entered the U. S. legally 
at Houston, Tex., registered for 
the draft and started citizenship 
proceedings. He went overseas in 
1944 with the Ninth Army Ord¬ 
nance Depot and fought in three 
battles, among them the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

Stormson went to work for 
Convair in July, 1948, after a 
two-year stint in Florida operat¬ 
ing a photo studio. 

He rasn’t seen his family since 
leaving home in 1935. He search¬ 
ed for his relatives in Budapest 
after VE-Day but to no avail. 


Golfers Blast 
Par in Sweeps 

Par rounds were not worth a 
dime a dozen Jan. 20 and 21 when 
Convair SD golfers teamed in 
twosomes for best ball rounds in 
the monthly sweepstakes. 

Two teams tied for first with 
six under par best balls of 64. 
They were Russ Davis and Curly 
Maxfield (who together amassed 
eight birdies!) and Ted Dorius, 
plant champion, and F. Stratman. 
Davis, who shot an individual 73, 
wound up in a blaze of glory by 
tanking a 75-footer on the 18th 
green! 

Dorius was low individual for 
the day with a 71. His partner 
carded a 74. 

In second spot with a best ball 
of 67 were Paul Kiszeli and Mat 
Kimmel while two teams of A1 
Reiter-O. Nunamaker and Ted 
Anderson-Ken Ellis tied for third 
at 69. Doug Campbell and Bert 
Gimber took fourth with a 70 
total. 


FW Bowling 



STRONG BIDDERS—Another Convair SD basketball team that 
has given more than it has taken in way of punishment to oppo¬ 
sition is Convair team in metropolitan league. This loop has some 
of fastest clubs in city. Left to right, back row: Jerry Nuss, Sam 
Shepard, Lloyd Rinks, Leon Carver, Dallas Abner. Front: Gil Gil- 
lilan, Harold Stice, Manuel Oquita. Not present for picture: Dan 
Yocum. 


SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Rexair Kings .. 

52 

24 

American Legion Post . 

48 

28 

Machine Shop . 

47 

29 

All Eventers . 

44 

32 

Tooling Huskies ... 

44 

32 

Smitty’s Crew .-. 

43 

33 

Jobes Grocery and Market. 

40 

36 

Jet Pods . 

38 

38 

Buggy Wheelers . 

36 

40 

B & F Garage . 

36 

40 

Conversion .-. 

35 

41 

Machinists No. 776.. 

34 

42 

Rios Custom Tailors . 

32 

44 

Barney’s Cafe . 

31 

45 

Hot Rods . 

26 

50 

Late Starts .-. 

22 

54 

675 LEAGUE 



Writers . 

46 

26 

Majestic Reproduction . 

45 

27 

Woodmill .-. 

37 

35 

Industrial Engineering . 

35 

37 

Blue Star Inn ... 

35 

37 

Contracts . 

32 

40 

Tooling .. 

29 

43 

Accounting . 

29 

43 

740 LEAGUE 



Dundee . 

48 

24 

Wynn’s Oil .. 

44 

28 

Team No. 2 . 

43 

29 

I.A.M. . 

41 

31 

Phillip’s Place . 

36 

36 

White’s Texaco . 

35 

37 

Old Plantation . 

33 

39 

Rodeo Shop .. 

33 

39 

J. J. Parks . 

32 

40 

Team No. 10. 

31 

41 

Team No. 7 . 

29 

43 

Team No. 4. 

23 

49 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Jetomics . 

47 

25 

Trouble Shooters . 

44 

28 

Wing Dings .. 

43 

29 

Hard Heads . 

39 

33 

Hedge Hoppers . 

39 

33 

Jug Heads . 

38 

34 

Atomizers . 

37 

35 

Z-ions . 

37 

35 

Abra Cadabras . 

37 

35 

Drag 'Counts . 

35 

37 

Wemist . 

34 

38 

Friendly Five . 

32 

40 

Hecklers . 

31 

41 

Framers . 

30 

42 

Po Slokes . 

29 

43 

Honey Pots . 

24 

48 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 



Brantley’s Flowers . 

43 

29 

Louis Daiches Jewelers . 

42 

30 

Southewest Trophy Co__ 

42 

30 

Bob Fulghum Humble Gas. 

36 

36 

Bill Harris Insurance . 

35 

37 

J uniors . 

33 

39 

Firestone Tires . 

30 

42 

Sam Watson .Service Sta. 

27 

45 

MIXED DOUBLES LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Optimists . 

31 

14 

Buckeye . 

26 

19 

Mr. and Mrs. 

24 

21 

Auper Poopers . 

24 

21 

Twosome . 

24 

21 

Seven-Ten .. 

24 

21 

Lucky Strikes . 

22 

23 

Alley Cats . 

19 

26 

Hot Rods . 

18 

27 

Jayhawkers ..... 

15 

30 


Fort Worth Depts. 
on Top in First Ha 

(Pictures c 

Depts. 30-31 and Dept. 47 came 
through the first half of play in 
the two Convair FW basketball 
leagues atop the heap as second 
half play opened on both fronts. 

The quintet from Depts. 30-31 
copped the lead in the first shift 
league, Jan. 16, by beating the 
previously undefeated Dept. 47 
quintet by 45-44. 

Dept. 47 moved into the lime¬ 
light in the second shift league 
by dropping the cagers from 
Tooling, 39-36, for the crown. 

The other first half games in 
the first shift league played Jan. 
16, Dept. 44-45 beat Dept. 14-2, 
38-20, and Dept. 6 walloped Dept. 
50 by 60-27. Second round play 
opened Jan. 23 with Dept. 47 
beating Depts. 44-45, 48-32; 

Depts. 30-31 downing Dept. 6, 
36-26, and Dept. 50 winning over 
Dept. 14-2 by 47-42. 

The Dept. 47 five had 11 vic¬ 
tories against a single loss as 
first half play ended in the sec¬ 
ond shift league. Tooling wound 
up with nine victories and three 
losses, Special Projects with four 
wins and eight losses, and Dept. 
50-1 with only one victory in 12 
starts. 

Second half play got underway 
Jan. 25 in the second shift league 
and will continue through Feb. 13. 
The first shift league will wind 
up second round play Feb. 20 and 
the league winners will play for 
the Convair championship. 

The Convair Bombers of the 
major city league took it on the 
chin twice during the past two 
weeks. They bowed to the Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base five, 55-47, 


30-31 and 47 
If Hoop Play 

n page 3) 

Jan. 16 and lost to the TCU phar¬ 
macy team, 62-56, Jan. 23. 

The Tooling Termites of the 
American league broke even in 
two games played in the last two 
weeks. They lost to the H. H. 
Perry service station team, 40-33, 
and won over the Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary five by 31-16. 

Recent scores involving Convair Teams 
include: 

American league, Jan. 18, Tooling 
Termites, 31, Southwestern Baptist Sem¬ 
inary, 16 : Jan. 11, H. H. Perry Service 
Station, 40, Tooling Termites, 33. 

Girls league, Jan. 19, A1 Wooten, 52, 
Convair, 34 ; Convair 15, Chance Vought, 
14. 

Major city league, Jan. 16, Carswell 
Air Force Base, 55, Convair Bombers, 
47 ; Jan. 23, TCU Pharmancy, 62, 'Con¬ 
vair 56. 

First shift league, Jan. 16, Dept. 44- 
45, 38, Dept. 14-2, 30 ; Dept. 47, 45, 
30-31, 44 ; Dept. 6, 60, Dept. 50, 27 ; 
Jan. 23, Dept. 47, 48, Depts. 44-45, 32 ; 
Depts. 30-31, 36, Dept. 6, 26 ; Dept. 50, 
47, Dept. 14-2, 42. 

Upcoming games for all leagues in¬ 
clude : 

American league, Feb. 1, Tooling 
Termites vs Freeman Paint Co., 8:15 
P.M. Feb. 8, Tooling Termites vs Halton 
City Independent, 7 P.M. All games at 
William James Junior High School. 

Girls league, Feb. 2, Convair vs Salva¬ 
tion Army, 8:15 P.M. Feb. 9, Convair 
vs Pop Pulliam, 8:15 P.M. All games 
at Phly. High School. 

Major city league, Feb. 6, Convair vs 
Carswell Air Force Base, 8:15 P.M. 
Recreation Hall Feb. 13, Convair vs 
TCU pharmancy, 7 P.M. Arlington 
Heights high school. 

First shift league, Feb. 6, Depts. 30-31 
vs Dept. 50, 7 P.M. Dept. 14-2 vs Dept. 
47, 8:15 P.M. Dept. 44-45 vs. Dept. 6, 
9:30 P.M. Feb. 13. Dept. 14-2 vs Depts. 
30-31, 7 P.M. Depts. 44-45 vs Dept. 50, 
8:15 P.M. Dept. 6 vs Dept. 47, 9:30 P.M. 
All games played at W. C. Striping 
junior high school. 

Second shift league, Feb. 1, Special 
Projects vs Dept. 50-1, 10:30 A.M. Dept. 
47 vs Tooling, 11:45 A.M. Feb. 6, 
Special Projects vs Tooling 10:30 A.M. 
Dept. 50-1 vs Dept. 47, 11:45 A.M. Feb. 
8, Dept. 47 vs Tooling, 10:30 A.M. 
Special Projects vs Dept. 50-1, 11:45 A. 
M. Feb. 13, Special Projects vs Dept. 47, 
10:30 A.M., Tooling vs Dept. 50-1 11:45 
A.M. All games played at Northside 
Recreation Hall. 



OUT IN FRONT—When first half ended at Convair SD in handicap bowling league, CRA keglers 
found that Navigators team had squeezed to a one-game margin victory. Winning team member* 
are, left to right: Bill Branson, Del Grimes, Nick Lande, George Gray, Jim Nolan, Frank Murphy. 
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ACTION-PACKED—Eloise Martin (Dept. 31), left, 
shows form that has kept the Convair FW girls' bas¬ 
ketball team near top of their leag.ue. Miss Martin 
outjumps Chance Vought Aircraft player as Nora Mc¬ 
Donald comes to her aid. Convair won game, 33-22. 


GIRLS' TEAM—Front row, left to right: Betty 
Smith, Elizabeth Mixon, Peggy Harvey, Bennie Mc- 
Clinton, Jackie Kennedy. Back row: Manager Jarrei 
Davis, Joyce Burke, Rena Rowe, Eloise Martin, Dorothy 
Brown, Nora McDonald, Dorothy Henderson, Manager 
Ralph Johnson. 


MORE ACTION—Loose ball captures attention as 
Eloise Martin, right, tries to gain possession. Convair 
FW girl retrieved ball and made two points as Convair 
defeated Chance Voug.ht. Other Convair FW girl in 
background is Peggy Harvey. 


Lone FW Boxer Left in Ring as 
Golden Gloves Tourney Ends 


Eddy Parker, a milling machine 
operator from Dept. 30, was the 
only Convair FW boxer to emerge 
from the Fort Worth regional 
Golden Gloves tournament a 
champion as the four-day tourna¬ 
ment closed Jan. 22. 

Parker won the light heavy¬ 
weight crown in the novice divi¬ 
sion by outpointing another Con¬ 
vair worker, Durwood Henderson, 
in a three-round bout. 

Henderson, a stock clerk in 
Dept. 22-5, decisioned Parker 
earlier in the year at the Cle¬ 
burne, Tex., Golden Gloves meet. 

Three other Convair FW box¬ 
ers found the competition tough 


Convair FW Hunters 
Bag 42!/2-Pound Coon 

Three Convair FW hunters 
have bagged what they believe 
to be one of the largest coons 
killed in Texas this year. 

B. J. Reding, Dept. 14-2, first 
shift, and his companions, M. B. 
Walls, Dept. 31, second shift, 
and Homer Grisson, Dept. 47, 
first shift, with the aid of two 
Reding coon dogs, killed a 42 Vi 
pound coon, December 23 near 
Silver Creek, in Parker County. 

The average coon, according 
to Reding, weighs 20 pounds. 
The dogs and the hunters ran 
the coon for 2 Vi hours before 
it was captured. The hunters 
sold the over-size pelt. 


in the big meet and bowed out 
at various times in the tourna¬ 
ment. 

Roy Pacheco, Convair FW’s 
veteran of five years in the 
Golden Gloves, lost his regional 
flyweight crown won last year in 
a close bout with Raymond Rio- 
jas. Pacheco lost out only after 
giving Riojas a tough battle for 
three rounds. 

Hugh Turner, a shear operator 
in Dept. 31, lost another close 
battle in the lightweight ranks 
tc Clyde Gutcher in a three- 
round bout. 

Billy Bullington, Dept. 45 as¬ 
sembler, lost by TKO to Eddie 
Perez in the second round of their 
flyweight battle. 

Convair FW employees en¬ 
joyed a special “Convair night” 
at the tournament Jan. 19. 
Tickets were purchased by CRA 
and sold to employees at a dis¬ 
count. 


SD Bowlins 

Team 

Navigators . 

Mighty Five . 

Speculators -. 

Sparkers .J. 

Ramp Rats . 

Belladonnas . 

Allety Cats . 

Termites . 

Mixmasters . 

Wolf Pack . 

Hot Shots . 

The Cub® . 

Do or Die . 

Outcasts . 


W L 

8 0 

6 2 

6 2 

5 3 

5 3 

5 3 

4 4 

4 4 

4 4 

2 6 

2 6 

2 6 

2 6 

1 7 



SD Bombers Come From Behind 
to Tie for First in Muny Loop 

Convair’s Bombers in the muni¬ 


cipal league at SD gave promise 
this week of being a Cinderella 
team. 

Neglected after a sorry open¬ 
ing game, the Bombers settled 
down to take their next three to 
take over a tie for first place 
with Navy’s C.I.C. The Bombers 
beat Brown Military Academy 
Jan. 22 and met Bayside Social 
Center Monday night. Nick Fer¬ 
guson, Bruce Dryman and Bud 
Harris have been outstanding on 
the scoring end with Harry 
Spradley and Raymond Wodarc- 
zak starring on the defense. 
Largely responsible for the 
Bombers reawakening have been 
efforts of Manager Jim Blackwell 
and Coach K. R. Erb. 

Meanwhile, Convair’s Eagles 
continued to head the industrial 
league with a single loss. Jan. 
18 they beat Security Trust & 
Savings, 49-17, with John Zum- 
keher and Hector Guglielmo star¬ 
ring. On Jan. 25 they were up¬ 
set, however, by First National 
Bank for their first loss of the 


season, thus entering a tie for 
first. 

Also doing well in the metro¬ 
politan league, the Convair team 
currently is tied for second place 


“Two crucial basketball 
games are on the schedule for 
tonight and tomorrow night at 
municipal gym, Balboa Park,” 
CRA Commissioner Gil Crosth- 
waite announced at SD this 
week. “Tonight the speedy 
Eagles play at 7 p.m. and to¬ 
morrow night Convair plays at 
8 p.m. Come out and support 
your team. You’ll see some 
fine basketball, too!” 


with Reynolds Furniture and 
Linda Vista Drive-in. Jan. 24 
they won by forfeit from Clemen¬ 
tine McDuff (a practice game 
was played later with Convair 
winnnig, 42-32) and tonight will 
meet Linda Vista at 8 p.m. at 
municipal gym. 


SD Softball. March 15! 


Girls Shine in 
FW Hoop Won 

No more determined effort in 
the field of sports has been dis¬ 
played by Convair this year than 
the comeback of the Convair FW 
girls basketball squad. 

After a disheartening start 
(they lost their first two trips to 
the basketball wars) they came 
back to finish second at the half 
way mark in their league. So far 
they have won seven, lost four. 

Biggest thorn in the girls play 
has been the Stephens Chevrolet 
sextet. The two teams have 
broken even in four games played 
this season. Convair lost the first 
game, 22-17, won the second, 20- 
19, lost the third, 29-17, and won 
the fourth by 29-19. 

The Chance Vought Aircraft 
girls from Grand Prairie, Tex., 
have found the Convair FW girls 
too tough on three occasions. 
Convair defeated Chance Vought 
twice at Grand Prairie by 33-22 
and 35-29 counts. The third game 
in Fort Worth was won by 15-14. 

The Perrin high school team 
dumped the Convair girls, 23-18, 
in the second game of the season. 

The girls have defeated Salva¬ 
tion Army, 60-4, and Merchant- 
ettes, 25-14, in other victories. 
They have scored 307 points to 
243 for the opposition. 

Dorothy Henderson has paced 
the girls in scoring with 71 points 
for the season. Nancy Smith has 
meshed 41 points in four games. 
Elizabeth Mixon has tossed in 33 
points and Capt. Eloise Martin, 
29, for the season. 



A STANDOUT—With chance of winning first half title in Industrial League 
of San Dieg.o is Convair Eagles team. Deciding game will be played tomorrow 
night at Balboa Park municipal gym. Group photo shows, left to right: Hector 


Guglielmo, Ray Hunt, Gene Lauck, Bob Miller, R. E. Leadon, Phil Poche, John 
Zumkeher, Roy Sommers. Action photos were taken during tussle in which Con¬ 
vair defeated National Trust & Savings. 
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Strategic Power 
Film Features B-36 

A movie on '‘Strategic Air 
Power” to explain what it is and 
how it is important in the na¬ 
tion's defense plan is now being 
made for the Air Force's strate¬ 
gic air command for showing to 
the general public. 

Movie shots of Model D B-36 
bombers in action were being 
shot at Carswell Air Force Base 
and Convair FW this month by a 
crew from the Reid T. Ray Enter¬ 
prises, Minneapolis, which is pro¬ 
ducing the film for SAC. 


A Convair job is a military 
trust. Keep it quiet. 


SERVICES—Among recently opened facilities for Plant 2 people 
at SD are Tool Store and Industrial Relations office. At right 
Elizabeth Woods is shown waiting on A. E. Bowers (Dept. 360), 
while at left Hazel Branin and Tom Wills man counter of Industrial 
Relations office. 


mu, 


Bo, fj| 


MOTOR.) 


from 


(Reprinted 


Plant 2 at SD to Conduct Own 
Induction Class for New Hires 


With more than 1,000 Convair 
folk now assigned to plant 2 at 
San Diego, plans took shape this 
week to start induction classes 
as well as other types of courses. 

Induction classes, which are 
orientation talks for new hires 
explaining Convair's history, 
products, services for the em¬ 
ployee, etc., will be conducted in 
a classroom at the north end of 


So the Governor of Tennessee Said 
to Jimmy Jones of Convair FW . . . 

Jimmy Jones, 11-year-old son of W. C. Jones, Convair FW 
Dept. 31, second shift, likes to fish, particularly in the Brazos River. 

So Jimmy felt kinda sad when he heard that Texas Governor 
Allan Shivers had lost the Brazos River to Tennessee Governor 
Gordon Browning as a result of a grid wager on the Tennessee- 
Texas Cotton Bowl game New Year's Day. (The Tennessee governor 
had put up Lookout Mountain against the mighty Brazos. Tennessee 
won the game 20-14.) 

A few days ago Jimmy asked his father to take him fishing at 
the Brazos. Jones smiled and explained the river didn’t belong to 
Texas any more. It was Tennessee property. 

So Jimmy sat down and wrote the governor of Tennessee. The 
boy received a prompt reply from the Tennessee executive chamber: 

Nashville, Tenn. 

10 January 1951 

Mr. Jimmy Jones, 

Cleburne, Tex. 

Dear Jimmy: 

This acknowledges your recent letter of inquiry about fish¬ 
ing and camping on the Brazos River. 

This letter will be your authority to use this property, now 
belonging to the State of Tennessee, in every way you desire 
for recreational purposes, and I just hope you will have a fine 
time and that you catch a lot of fish. 

We enjoyed our trip to the great state of Texas and we 
think the people are grand. 

Sincerely your friend, 

CORDON BROWNING, 

Governor of Tennessee 

So now, armed with an official letter from the Governor of 
Tennessee, the Convair employee's son figures he won't even need 
a Texas fishing license on the Brazos! 


the center aisle. This will elimi¬ 
nate the inconvenience of bring¬ 
ing new hires to plant 2 for the 
class. Instructor will be Tom 
Wills of the newly established 
Industrial Relations office at 
plant 2. 

Training Supervisor H. W. Ru- 
bottom said that a projection ma¬ 
chine will be available soon to 
permit showing views of the plant 
and various Convair airplanes to 
new hires at plant 2, similar to 
the visual part of the plant 1 
induction course. 

In addition, Rubottom indicated 
that other training courses will 
be conducted in plant 2 as they 
are required. The conference 
room, too, will be used for safety 
meetings or any gatherings vari¬ 
ous groups may require. 


Interested in recreation? Try 
Convair Recreation Association 
activities for size. 


“Dear Sir or Madam. 

(Reprinted from COSMOPOLITAN.) 


He's up. He's Down! AF Reserve 
First in. Then Out of the Service 


R. F. Barrows, Convair FW 
Dept. 6-5, is confused. His in- 
again out-again service with the 
Air Force and Convair is begin¬ 
ning to wear on his nerves! 

It all began last August, when 
Barrows, an Air Force reserve 
flight engineer, received his or¬ 
ders to report for duty at Fort 
Dix, N. J. He terminated at Con¬ 
vair on Aug. 9 and was to report 
for duty Aug. 10. As he was 
leaving for the train a telegram 
came amending \iis orders to read 
Sept. 10. 

Barrows unpacked, came back 
to Convair and was rehired Aug. 
11. Because of his duties as a 
junior engineer, Convair asked 
for a deferment for the Air Force 
veteran. But telegrams and let¬ 
ters brought no answer. 


So, Barrows packed again, ter¬ 
minated at Convair Sept. 8 and 
started for Fort Dix. About the 
time his train was passing 
through St. Louis his wife at 
home in Fort Worth received a 
telegram again postponing his 
call to service. But she was un¬ 
able to contact Barrows until he 
had been at Fort Dix two days 
and had gone through induction 
proceedings. He was kept at the 
base for one and one-half weeks 
and was again released, sent 
home, and started to work at 
Convair for the third time Sept. 
20 . 

“And now,” said Barrows, “I 
don’t know whether my six-month 
deferment is up Feb. 10 or March 
10. Guess I’ll just keep my bag 
packed.” 


FINAL STAGES—W. C. Smith, Dept. 12-4, polishes sign on this 
B-36 at Convair FW as plane went into accelerated service test 
program to prove performance of new higher-powered piston en¬ 
gines on F model B-36. Test involves 500 flight hours. 


B-36 'Battles' Fighter 


in Chicago Bomb Run' 


The hypnotic spell created by the continuous drone of B-36 
engines after 15 hours in the stratosphere was suddenly broken for 
pilot W. P. Martin and his Convair FW crew over Chicago in the 
early hours just before dawn one day recently. 

A sharp warning came over the plane's intercommunication sys¬ 
tem: 

“Tail gunner to pilot: enemy aircraft approaching at six 
o’clock! Over.” 


Sleepy-eyed crewmen were in¬ 
stantly alert. 

“Pilot to crew: man gunner 
stations! Prepare for evasive ac¬ 
tion! Over.” 

Miles below, Chicagoans slept 
soundly, unaware their city was 
the “target for tonight” for the 
Convair B-36—and unaware that 
Air Force pilots flying the latest 
type fighter planes were attempt¬ 
ing to “defend” the city by at¬ 
tacking the bomber. 

In the tail compartment, Gun¬ 
ner W. C. Osmon watched his 
radar screen intently. The “pip” 
which was a fighter plane grew 
larger . . . and larger. . . . Osmon 
waited until the fighter was with¬ 
in range. 

Confident the B-36's gun-lay¬ 
ing radar was keeping his cannon 
automatically following the plane, 
he pressed the trigger which fires 
the cannon. 

“If I had any shells in those 
guns—instead of movie film—I 
don't think there'd be any fighter 
plane left out there,” Osmon 
mumbled. 

The “pip” on the screen was 
still small. 

Intercom: “Pilot to crew. Stand 
by for evasive maneuvers. I'm 
going to turn this baby every way 
but loose—and we're going to 
give that fighter somethin' to 
think about. If he catches us, 
he’ll know he’s had quite a ride! 
Over.” 

Gunner Osmon felt his stomach 
pressed down until he wondered 
if it was sitting in his lap. He 
knew that Martin had put the 
big ship into a tight climbing 
turn—a turn so tight, in fact, 
that he doubted that the fighter 
plane, with its small, thin wings, 
could follow. 


Sure enough! Almost instant¬ 
ly, the plane’s “pip” on the radar 
screen swung away—indicating 
that he was losing his firing 
position. 

“Tail gunner to pilot. All 
clear from here! Over.” 

Martin and co-pilot Francis 
Keene put the B-36 back on its 
target course toward the bombing 
run to be made on Chicago. That 
city was chosen because its pat¬ 
tern on the B-36’s radar screen 
closely resembles that of a for¬ 
eign city which might be a tar¬ 
get if the United States were to 
get into all-out war. 

Whether Martin's B-36 crew 
succeeded in shooting down the 
fighter, or evading it, and going 
on for a successful bombing run 
is something known only to Con¬ 
vair and Air Force test crews in¬ 
volved. 

This test, as realistic as any¬ 
thing can be short of actual com¬ 
bat itself, is but one of many 
which will be performed over the 
period of the next several months 
as the Convair B-36 is given the 
works in the new 500-hour test 
program. 

“The tests,” the slender, soft- 
spoken pilot explains, “are not to 
find out if the airplane is any 
good. We already know it's good! 
But the tests are to determine 
scientifically just HOW good, 
“and how we can make it better 
yet!” 

And as the tests continue, 
many an American city from 
coast-to-coast will be “bombed” 
—but harmlessly—and there'll 
be many a B-36 vs. fighter 
plane dog-fight in the strato¬ 
sphere, most of them complete¬ 
ly unnoticed by the thousands 
below. 


PLANT 2 AT SD—A section of main building at plant 2 is shown here, opened up late last year 
largely for B-36 parts work. Although when photo was taken building was dotted with Convair folk 
at work, they appear, if at all, only as blurs, because picture was a time exposure. 
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500 New Employees a Week Needed at FW 

Division So Hit 
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28,000 Mark 


SILHOUETTE—Convair-built T-29 trainers line up at Ellington 
Air Force Base, near Houston, Tex., ready for use of embryo 
navigators. Ellington includes Air Force's only navigator training 


school and T-29 is first plane specifically designed for teaching.. 
Some of graduates become navigators on Convair B-36s. 


Surprise Visits 
Ahead for FW 
Housekeeping 

Time was at Convair FW when 
you could expect a “good house¬ 
keeping” inspection not more 
than once a month—and maybe 
you had advance warning for 
that. 

But as of now, things are dif¬ 
ferent. 

From now on, you’ll be safe 
only if you’re ready for inspec¬ 
tion at all times—several times 
a month—and you won’t have any 
advance warning. 

All this comes about as a re¬ 
sult of the overhauled program 
announced by Fred Temple, Con¬ 
vair FW safety section super¬ 
visor. 

For the first time, there is now 
a permanent good housekeeping 
committee. It is made up at this 
time of Philip Mallen, of Indus¬ 
trial Engineering, H. W. Loven, 
Safety engineer, and a third mem¬ 
ber as designated by each de¬ 
partment as that department is 
to be inspected. 

“This committee will be at 
work every day,” said Temple, 
“and nobody—including myself 
will have any idea when they’ll 
inspect what department.” 

Inspections will be similar to 
those in the past: departments 
will get black marks for mate¬ 
rials and supplies improperly 
stored, for waste not placed in 
proper containers, for materials 
not placed in proper conservation 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair T-29s 'Make Good' 
Training AF Navigators 

U. S. Air Force airmen ready to chart the course of 
Convair-built long-range B-36 bombers thousands of miles 
across the skyways are now being turned out on an 
assembly-line production basis at Ellington Air Force 
Base, 20 miles southest of Houston, Tex. 

And this is made possible by re .son of another Convair 
plane: The sleek T-29 navigation trainer., 
does 


The Convair T-29 does this 
mass production training in a 
hurry, such as no other airplane 
ever did. Air Force officers can’t 
let themselves be quoted directly, 
but they’ll tell you privately—and 
enthusiastically — that the T-29 
became overnight the Air Force’s 
favorite “classroom.” 

Because it can give in-flight 
training to 14 students at one 
time—10 navigators and four 
radar observers (compared to 
a maximum of seven in the Air 
Force’s next largest plane for 
such purpose); 

Because it saves time by 
“climbing like a fighter”; 

Because it flies at speeds 


Second, Third Shifts 
Boost Dime Drive 

Thanks largely to a whirl¬ 
wind effort on the part of sec¬ 
ond and third shift Convair FW 
employees, the March of Dimes 
polio fund is several thousand 
dollars to the good this week. 

Second and third shift em¬ 
ployees make up only 46 per 
cent of the plant’s total em¬ 
ployment. But they donated to 
March of Dimes a total of 
$8,272.90, which was more than 
75 per cent of the total 
$11,086.91 turned in by Convair 
employees. 

First shift contributions, 
however, were also record 
breakers: the $2,815.01 turned 
in was almost as much as con¬ 
tributed in the entire FW divi¬ 
sion campaign in 1950. 


more nearly approaching those 
used in combat planes; 

Because it is equipped with 
all the latest type of equip¬ 
ment ; 

Because it is equipped with 
a public address system which 
makes it unnecessary for stu¬ 
dents to sit glued to their seats 
with headphones to make cer¬ 
tain they hear changes in 
courses, altitude or flight plan; 

Because each student has a 
full complement of navigation 
equipment conveniently at 
hand, including map table, a 
Loran scope, an altimeter indi¬ 
cator, radio compass panel and 
(Continued on page 8) 


New Department Concentrates 
on 'Development' of B-36 at FW 


A new department to concen¬ 
trate on development projects 
aimed at further improvement of 
the B-36 type airplane both as 
a bomber and a reconnaissance 
aircraft was announced this week 
at Convair FW. 

Heading the department as de¬ 
velopment manager is A1 P. Hig¬ 
gins, who until his new appoint¬ 
ment was chief tool engineer. 
Higgins reports to B. G. Reed, 
assistant division manager re¬ 
sponsible for factory operations. 

Reporting to Higgins will 
be: Development Administration, 
which will coordinate all develop¬ 
ment work with other phases of 
the factory program; Develop¬ 
ment Manufacturing, which will 
perform all manufacturing work 
necessary in the new program; 
Development Field Operations, 
which will continue to prepare 
and to instrument airplanes on 
the current flight test program 
and also will handle development 
flight testing. 

“Development” means the in¬ 
stallation of new equipment on 
an existing airplane in order that 
it may be proved, or the com¬ 
plete manufacture of a new or 
converted airplane for subse¬ 


quent testing and preparation for 
ultimate incorporation within the 
production program. For exam¬ 
ple, the installation of a new 
type aerial camera in an RB-36 
might*be considered development 
work until the camera and in¬ 
stallation is proved satisfactory 
for production. 

At press time, the new develop¬ 
ment departments had not been 
completely organized, but work 
was already getting under way 
and Higgins was in operation in 
his new office in the hangar 
building. The entire building is 
being turned over to develop¬ 
ment. The department may have 
upward of 1,500 employees when 
ranks are full. 

At the same time, a number of 
other organization changes were 
announced at Convair FW. 

Filling the vacancy left by Hig¬ 
gins’ new assignment is D. C. 
McDougal, Jr., as acting chief 
tool engineer. 

Newly appointed superintend¬ 
ent over B-36 finishing depart¬ 
ments (73 and 74) is J. B. Sea- 
berry, formerly general foreman. 

Newly promoted to chief of 
sub-contracts is A. F. Thompson. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Convair Tackles 
Budget Tasks 

Like many a Convair house¬ 
wife, heads of Convair FW fac¬ 
tory departments producing B-36 
bombers buckled down this week 
to a budget. 

And, again like every Convair 
housewife, they found their big- 
best headaches in trying to make 
“ends meet.” 

While the housewife’s “income” 
is so many dollars a week, the 
factory department’s “income” is 
a certain number of man hours 
of work. The house wife uses her 
income to run the household; the 
factory department uses its man 
hour “income” to build parts and 
components and to assemble and 
equip B-36 bombers. 

If the house wife finds that it 
takes more money to run the 
household than she has coming 
in, she goes into the “red” and 
must cut expenses. 

Likewise, factory departments, 
under the new budget system, 
must find ways and means to re¬ 
duce “expenses” if they find that 
they are spending more man 
hours to perform their B-36 
operations than their “income” 
allows. 

“Purpose of the budgets at 
Convair,” explains B. G. Reed, 
assistant division manager, “is to 
help the departments spot pos- 
(Continued on page 2) 


More than 500 new em¬ 
ployees will be needed at the 
Fort Worth division during 
each of the next several 
weeks to meet stepped-up 
B-36 bomber development 
and production schedules, 
Convair officials announced 
this week. 

With total employment already 
at something more than 26,000, 
the FW division expects to raise 
its total payroll to more than 
28,000 by mid-spring unless U. S. 
Air Force requirements change 
in the meantime. The 28,000 fig¬ 
ure would be the highest figure 
since World War II days when 
more than 30,000 people were at 
work on B-24 Liberators and 
C-87 transports. 

Most critical need is for a large 
number of aeronautical engineers 
and industrial engineers, and 
Convair is making every effort 
to locate such engineers wherever 
they are in the nation, except 
that Convair does not employ 
those now engaged in work of 
equal priority. 

“We have been, and still are, 
running advertisements through¬ 
out the nation trying to attract 
these people,” explains F. F. Gig- 
nilliat, Employment supervisor, 
“and the division is sending rep¬ 
resentatives on hiring trips to 
other cities whenever it is con¬ 
sidered profitable.” 

To take advantage of all pos¬ 
sible aircraft skills, the Fort 
Worth division already has hired 
several hundred women sheet 
metal assemblers and riveters 
who have had at least one year’s 
previous experience at Convair. 

Employees also are critically 
needed in these classifications: 
tool and die makers, jig and fix¬ 
ture builders, electronics special¬ 
ists, radar mechanics, aircraft 
assemblers and technical tooling 
personnel. 

Since it appears virtually cer¬ 
tain that it will be impossible for 
Convair to fill its ranks com¬ 
pletely by hiring experienced 
employees, Convair’s training pro¬ 
gram has already been given the 
gun and put into high gear. 

(Continued on Page 2) 



TRIPLE DONATION—Convair FW responded wholeheartedly 
to March of Dimes this year, raising $1 1,086 (three times last year's 
amount!). J. B. Ellis, right, of Industrial Relations, hands check to 
District Attorney Stewart Heilman, county March of Dimes chair¬ 
man, as A. G. Owen of tool room and fixtures looks on. Manage¬ 
ment Club sponsored drive. 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, pro¬ 
fessional or administrative: 

Dept. 4: To supervisor, J. H. Kincan- 
non Jr. ; to assistant foreman, J. W. 
Gaskin, J. P. Rogers, N. Y. Woodley; to 
estimator A, B. L. Woolf oik. 

Dept. 6: To assistant project engineer, 

D. J. Pritchard; to design group en¬ 
gineer, H. J. Millaker; to service en¬ 
gineer A. E. Armour; to field service 
representative B, R. O. Roberts, W. R. 
Prasifka. 

Dept. 7: To assisant superintendent, 
J. B. Seaberry, P. L. Ondo. 

Dept. 8: To manufacturing engineer 
A, B. W. Kahla; to manufacturing en¬ 
gineer B. M. S. Cbrder, G. C. Harris, 
J. F. Mahan, T. E. Roberson Jr., B. M. 
Smith Jr. 

Dept. 9: To administrative assistant 
A, M. G. Johnson. 

Dept. 12: To flight test analyst A, 
P. E. Brewer Jr. 

Dept. 14: To foreman, J. E. Matthews. 
Dept. 20: To assistant foreman, J. G. 
Prarce. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, L. B. 
Gleason, A. R. Dixon ; to general fore¬ 
man, J. O. Saurenmann. 

Dept. 25: To assistant supervisor, L. 

O. White. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, R. 

E. Harper, E. Miller, M. C. Moore Jr., 

A. A. Schrimsher, I. Dowden, G. L. 
Duncan, R. M. Cleveland, D. E. Barnett, 
C. A. Richardson, to outside liaison man 

B, L. L. Sullivan ; to supervisor, W. L. 
Chippeaux, W. M. Young, H. L. Wem- 
sing; to general supervisor, R. J. Hen¬ 
drickson. 

Dept. 43: To foreman, E. Ritchey, B. 
J. Moore; to assistant foreman, J. N. 
Jackson, G. Huckabee, R. Culpepper, L. 

F. Hornbuckle, C. L. Stinson. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, S. E. 
Jones, E. A. Hofman, M. A. Stevens, T. 
A. Reddell ; to foreman, C. D. Geer. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, W. 
Carroll, C. B. Tally, F. J. Alexander. 

Dept. 4G: To general foreman, J. H. 
Fain. 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, F. L. 
Currie. 

Dept. 48: To foreman, J. A. Drieling. 
Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, B. J. 
Martin. 

Dept. 73: To general foreman, J. E. 
Massey; to assistant general foreman, 
E. J. Fisher, C. H. Van D'yke; to assist¬ 
ant foreman, J. M. Ferstl, G. Hassell, 

P. M. Kendrick, to foreman, A. W. 
Jaracz. 

Dept. 74: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, C. L. Parker Jr., J. H. Rhodes; 
to general foreman, R. Kendall, L. O. 
Lyte; to foreman, W. F. Shade; to 
assistant foreman, B. L. Menasco, D. L. 
Ingram. 

Dept. 75: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, E. A. Black; to administrative 
assistant, J. M. Ferstl. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

Mrs. R. H. Owens wishes to thank 
Convair FW friends who donated blood 
and sent flowers during the illness of 
her husband, R. H. Owens, Dept. 4-1. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 10, R. L. 
Pownder ; Dept. 12, R. T. LeVine. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 11, C. R. Ryan; 
Dept. 12, F. P. Van Hook: Dept. 25, 
J. K. Carney; Dept. 27, L. V. Murph’y ; 
Dept. 61, W. L. Daniel Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 9, I. K. Jones; 
Dept. 20, W. R. Wills; Dept. 22, D. D. 
Steinman; Dept. 25, A. M. Weldon, S. 
D. Thompson ; Dept. 27, R. C. Walker, 
W. F. Hardwick, C. J. Calongne; Dept. 
30, E. V. Harper, A. J. Knight Jr., 
B. A. Jones. 

Dept. 31, R. H. Barton, G. T. Free¬ 
man, R. C. Kane, R. W. Pullen; Dept. 
44, L. B. Dorris, M. Ramsey ; Dept. 45, 
F. R. Parker; Dept. 47, C. R. Jeffrey; 
Dept. 48, E. L. Roberts, F. V. B. Tay¬ 
lor; Dept. 50, A. W. Brown, G. W. 
Hall. A. F. Wilson, E. W. Young, W. R. 
Whitford; Dept. 61, K. E. Fitzsimmons, 
J. J. Kane, J. B. Rich ; D">pt. 75, K. J. 
Preston ; Dept. 81, J. R. Thomas. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Nell Jackson, Dept. 24-1. wants ride 
to and from 2109 Hemphill or down¬ 
town, first shift. WE-0986. 

Transfers 

Recent transfer Fort Worth to San 
Diego: William J. Hammond, Dept. 375. 

San Diego to Fort Worth: Alan F. 
Thompson, Dept. 22-1. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

CURNUTT—Daughter, Glenna Pa¬ 
tricia, 8 lbs. 5 oz., bora Jan. 20 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Currnutt, Dept. 25-4. 

DAVIS—Son, Michael Konrad, 7 lbs. 
8% oz., born Jan. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Donavin G. Davis, Dept. 61. 

HUGH—Son, John M. Jr., 8 lbs. 10 
oz., born Jan. 10 to Mr. and Mrs. John 
M. Hughes, Dept. 47. 

JENNINGS—Son, Edward George, 8 
lbs. 12 oz., Born Feb. 5 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Jennings, Dept. 24-1. 

SMITH—Daughter, Dolores Ann, 8 lbs. 
9 oz., born Jan. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. F. 
W. Smith, Dept. 43. 

Surprise Visits on 
Housekeeping Slated 

(Continued from page 1) 
containers, for any unsafe condi¬ 
tions discovered, and the like. 

Departments’ grades will range 
from excellent to good, passable, 
sub-standard and poor. 

“Any departments receiving a 
sub-standard or poor rating,” 
Temple explained, “will be ad¬ 
vised of what is necessary to cor¬ 
rect the condition.” 



THREE FIFTEENS—In upper photo, L. L. Lyte, left, Dept. 10-2 
FW, receives 15-year service pin from FW Division Manager A. C. 
Esenwein. Below, two new 15-year men congratulate each other 
after receiving pins. Left is R. L. Pownder (Dept. 10-2) and at 
right is R. T. (Lindy) LeVine of Flight. 
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HEADS PROCUREMENT — 


Howard G. Golem, formerly chief 
of material for Convair SD, was 
named director of procurement 
for the corporation, effective 
Feb. I, reporting to LaMotte T. 
Cohu, company president. He is 
succeeded as chief of material 
at SD by H. N. May, former SD 
purchasing agent. 


Plaques Honor 
Carswell Units 

Plaques will be presented to 
three Carswell Air Force Base 
units tomorrow (Feb. 15) at a 
ceremony in the base officers 
club in recognition of outstanding 
records flying B-36s in January. 

Honored will be the Seventh 
Bombardment Group (heavy), for 
being the first AF B-36 group to 
fly more than 1,000 hours in one 
month; the 436th Bombardment 
Squadron (heavy) for being the 
first B-36 squadron to fly more 
than 400 hours in one month; and 
the 11th Bombardment Group 
(heavy) for successfully planning 
and executing the first B-36 
training mission to land on for¬ 
eign soil. The latter was the re¬ 
cent flight to England. 

Among those to be present at 
the ceremony are B3*ig. Gen. C. S. 
Irvine, Carswell commanding gen¬ 
eral; Col. John A. Roberts, 
deputy commander, and A. C. 
Esenwein, FW division manager. 

Convair Tackles 
Budget Tasks 

(Continued from page 1) 
sible wasted efforts, and to take 
steps to eliminate them before 
they become major problems. 

“If a department can’t make 
ends meet, it is a losing proposi¬ 
tion for both the Air Force and 
Convair. 

“A department with its budget 
in the ‘red’ is just that much of 
a threat to our continued success¬ 
ful operation—and Convair must 
continue to have a successful 
operation here if we expect to 
win from that Air Force addi¬ 
tional contracts for B-36s and 
other aircraft. 

“And we’ve got to win those 
contracts if we hope to continue 
providing work for all of our 
thousands of Convair people.” 

Conferences Planned 
on Selective Service 

A series of conferences is in 
the planning stage designed to 
keep Convair officials informed 
on Selective Service policies and 
to keep boards informed on Con¬ 
vair manpower problems. 

The move followed a luncheon 
meeting Feb. 8 attended by 16 
members of the county’s four Se¬ 
lective Service boards, A. C. Esen¬ 
wein, division manager; Lt. Col. 
A. E. Stuart, AF plant represen¬ 
tative, and a number of depart¬ 
ment heads including R. J. Don¬ 
nelly, Industrial Relations man¬ 
ager. 

“The meeting served to give all 
of us a better understanding of 
the manpower problem facing 
both Convair and the armed 
forces,” Donnelly said. “But it 
also proved that more effort is 
needed to keep Convair efforts in 
harmony with Selective Service 
problems.” 


Under One Roof 

Housekeeping for 25,900 Simple 
if Each family Member 1 Helps 


The idea of keeping house for 
more than 25,000 people under 
one roof and on a 24-hour basis 
is enough to stagger the imagina¬ 
tion of even the most energetic 
of housewives. 

But, like members of many a 
large but well-organized family, 
Convair FW employees find that 
good housekeeping over the 546 
acres of the reservation isn’t so 
difficult if each member of the 
“family” does his share. 

The more than 8,600,000 square 
feet of paved working area in 
the FW division is so crowded 
with thousands of employees and 
thousands of machines for effi- 
cent production that lack of good 
housekeeping would result in 



MILITARY PRECISION —A. 
M. Knight, Dept. 30, puts fin¬ 
ished parts in apple-pie order. 
Parts are fittings for B-36 ele¬ 
vator servo tab balance. 


500 New Employees 
Needed Weekly at FW 

(Continued from page 1) 
Ninety-two different classes 
having an enrollment of 1,473 
Convair employees are now being 
conducted under direction of the 
Industrial Relations department’s 
Education section, headed by J. 
L. Budros. 

Classes range from basic shop 
training to such technical topics 
as the bomb-dropping system 
used on the B-36 bomber and 
electronic installations on the RB- 
36 reconnaissance aircraft. 


Esenwein to Speak 
For FW Club Feb. 17 

A. C. Esenwein, Convair FW 
division manager, will be guest 
speaker at the Feb. 17 meeting 
of the FW Management Club. 
The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. 
with dinner in the Convair cafe¬ 
teria. 

Departments or sections of de¬ 
partments that have 100 per cent 
membership in the club will have 
dinner “on the house.” Another 
feature of the meeting will be 
the presentation of an award to 
the Management Club by Stewart 
Heilman, district attorney and 
chairman of the 1951 Tarrant 
county March of Dimes. C. E. 
Roeder, Dept. 31-2, education 
chairman, will report on his re¬ 
cent trip to Dayton. 


'Origin, Destination' 
Traffic Study Made 

Convair FW employees this 
week will be asked to indicate on 
mimeographed maps the locations 
of their homes, as part of a study 
of Convair’s traffic problem. 

The “origin and destination” 
survey was requested by the local 
office of the U. S. Bureau of 
Public Roads. Meanwhile, Con¬ 
vair is studying the possibility of 
assigning Plant Protection guards 
to direct traffic at peak periods. 
Considered for traffic direction 
are: Grant’s Lane and White Set¬ 
tlement Road intersection; on 
White Settlement at point where 
traffic turns to Liberator Vil¬ 
lage; at River Oaks traffic light; 
and on Grant’s Lane at Highway 
183 intersection. 


nothing less than chaos. 

That order is the rule, rather 
than the exception, is due to 



SPOTLESS AREA—Area 
around engine build-up line 
shows results of good house¬ 
keeping at Convair FW. L. 
Garcia, left, and J. P. Price of 
Dept. 47 work on line. 

many people: the engineers who 
plan the operations; plant engi¬ 
neering folks who maintain and 
service the plant; safety engi¬ 
neers who know that good house¬ 
keeping is also safekeeping; and 
many others. 

But mostly it’s due to the ef¬ 
fort of the employee who makes 
certain that his own tools, sup¬ 
plies and equipment are in good 
order—and that the entire area 
for which he is responsible shows 
evidence of “good housekeeping” 
at all times. 

Such as Mrs. L. K. Garth, as¬ 
sembler of electrical and radio 
equipment in Dept. 73. Says Mrs. 
Garth: “I’ve got so many small 
parts to keep track of that it 
would be almost impossible for 



CORRECT STOCKROOM — 
J. L. Browning, Dept. 22-5 stock 
clerk, finds it easy to locate parts 
in spotless storeroom at Convair 

FW. 

me to do my job without good 
housekeeping.” 

B. C. Matthis, sheet metal hand 
former, of Dept. 31-1, adds: “I 
can work better in a place that 
is kept clean. An orderly work 
bench makes my job easier.” 

Stock Clerk 0. D. Oliver (Dept. 
22-5) sums up good housekeeping 
with: “You can imagine what 
would happen to our stores with¬ 
out proper arrangement of all 
stock. Neatness makes it easier 
to locate parts, avoids accidents 
and makes my job a lot easier.” 



NEAT SUPPLY CABINET — 
Mary Ann Hudson, Convair FW 
Dept. 8, keeps supplies neat in 
Industrial Engineering supply 
cabinet. (Until photograph was 
printed, no one noticed example 
of "poor" housekeeping: box of 
supplies on floor!) 
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CRA Activities at Convair FW 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling- Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. C. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Southwest Bowling Tour¬ 
nament Feb. 17-March 18 at Tavener’s Playdium. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting and instruction 8 
p.m. Feb. 16 and Feb. 23 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Meeting 7:30 p.m. Feb. 19, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. Second shift, A. L. Green, co-commis- 
sionr, ext. 4215. Meeting 10 a.m. Feb. 19 at Ridglea CRA Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. Meetings second and fourth 
Friday of each month. Next meeting 7 p.m. Feb. 23, Centennial Room, Hotel 
Texas. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D, Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at em¬ 
ployee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 
p.m. Feb. 27 at Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th St. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Tournament play-offs 
lunchtime Feb. 15, main 50-fcot aisle. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—“Junior G-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thurs¬ 
day in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. 

RIDING—M. C. 'Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6309. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners’ class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., Feb. 19 and Feb. 26, North Side 
Recreation Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 


Radio Pair Teams to Win Hunt 
For Hidden FW Transmitters 


Two Philco Radio Corporation 
representatives at Convair FW, 
L. N. Van Allen and John M. 
Hicks, teamed up to win the CRA 
amateur Radio Club transmitter 
hunt, Feb. 4. 

The hunt was a feature of open 
house festivities sponsored by the 
club in observance of the comple- 


Interested in recreation? Try 
Convair Recreation Association 
activities for size. 


tion of the Ridglea CRA Center, 
6801 Camp Bowie. More than 100 
persons attended. 

Van Allen and Hicks located 
the two hidden tiansmitters in a 
pasture four miles from the CRA 
center. Operating the hidden 
transmitters were Larry Brand- 
vig, Dept. 12-1, and three FW 
radio hams. 

Twelve cars took part in the 
hunt. 

While the search by car prog¬ 
ressed, Wayne Fanyo, Dept. 75, 
operated the club 1,000-watt 
transmitter, W5SJZ, at the club 
house, and maintained contact 
with the hidden transmitter. It 
was the first official operation 
of W5SJZ. 

The radio club meets at 7:30 
p.m. each Friday at the CRA 
center. A beginners’ class in code 
is held at 7:45 p.m. each Wed¬ 
nesday at the CRA center and 
is open to all beginners interested 
in radio operation. 


"CAPTURED"—L. N. Van Allen (at wheel) and John M. Hicks 
discover hidden transmitter operated by L. Brandvig, Convair pilot, 
during FW Radio Club transmitter hunt. Both are Philco Corp. 
representatives at Convair FW. 


COWBOYS, COWGIRLS—These members of CRA Riding Club at Forth Worth took part in 
gigantic parade opening annual Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show. That's CRA President 
H. G. Starkey, left, and riding commissioner M. C. Copold behind Convair flag. 


Hew Department Concentrates 
on ’Development’ of B-36 at FW 


(Continued from page 1) 

C. L. Glover remains as sub-con¬ 
tracts general supervisor. 

Changed from a section of 
the division manager’s depart¬ 
ment (2) to a separate depart¬ 
ment (No. 10) was the budget 
function headed by Budge V. Lee. 
The department reports to As¬ 
sistant Division Manager D. C. 
Burrows. 

Also involved in the regrouping 
was the transfer of section 12-4 
(shop operations section of 
Flight department) to the newly 
created development field opera¬ 
tions department. R. W. Dodd re¬ 
mains as superintendent. 

Transferred from 12 (Flight 
department) to 6 (Engineering) 
were flight test engineering, in¬ 
strumentation and data reduction 
sections. Other sections remain 
in the Flight department under 
Manager B. A. Erickson. 

McDougal, who started with 


CRA Stamp Auction 
Open to Mail Bids 

Convair stamp collectors have 
a chance to participate in a 
stamp auction either in person 
or by mail, according to Gene 
Fouts, CRA stamp commissioner. 

The CRA Stamp Club will 
sponsor the mail-floor auction at 
7:45 p.m., March 6, at the West¬ 
brook Hotel. Those collectors un¬ 
able to attend may participate in 
the auction by mail. All mail 
bids must be received prior to 
March 6, however. 

Convair members of the club 
will offer 133 lots, including U. S. 
used and mint stamps, foreign 
stamps, first flight and first day 
covers, catalogs, albums, and 
wholesale lots of stamps. 

Auctioneer will be Willard C. 
Jackson, Fort Worth stamp 
dealer. 

Those wishing to bid by mail 
may write to J. M. Frost, Dept. 
6, at 3609 Rogers, for an auction 
catalog. 


Feb. 15 
Horseshoe Winners 

Finn Wahl, Convair FW horse¬ 
shoe pitching commissioner, re¬ 
minds all horseshoe pitchers that 
names of the two top pitchers in 
each department must be turned 
in to him by Feb. 15 for them to 
be eligible for plant champion¬ 
ship finals. 

Names may be sent to Wahl at 
tube 44. Plant championship play¬ 
offs will begin in the main 50- 
foot aisle during lunch periods 
as soon as departmental winners 
are named. 


Convair in 1937 as a draftsman, 
came to FW division in 1942 as 
supervisor of B-24 assembly 
planning. He became chief of 
tool planing in 1944 and assistant 
chief of tooling in 1950. He is 
an engineering graduate of the 
University of Michigan. 

Seaberry joined Convair as a 
helper in 1942, and has risen 
steadily in sub-assembly work 
through the ranks. He is a na¬ 
tive Texan and obtained his 
schooling at Everman, Tex., and 
in Fort Worth. 

Thompson transferred to FW 
division as sub-contracts chief 
from his position as production 
control general foreman at SD 
division. He joined Convair in 
September after eight years at 
Northrop Aircraft. Inc., where he 
was superintendent of production 
control. His educational back¬ 
ground includes schooling at Al¬ 
hambra, Calif., and Southwestern 
University, Los Angeles. 

Lee joined Convair’s industrial 
engineering department at FW 
in 1942 after serving as an in¬ 
dustrial engineer with Fort 
Worth and Dallas firms. He first 
became division budget adminis¬ 
trator in October, 1950, a posi¬ 
tion he held until his function 
was designated a separate de¬ 
partment this month. He studied 
engineering at the University of 
Oklahoma. 


Model Flying Date 
be Set Feb. 19 


Members of the CRA Model 
Airplane Club will elect officers 
at 7 p.m., Feb. 19 at the Y.M.C.A. 
A permanent club name will be 
chosen at the meeting as well as 
a date for the first open flying 
contest. 

Those who expect to partici¬ 
pate in the flying contests are 
reminded by temporary chairman 
Arnold Feltis, Dept. 73, that they 
must register for Air Modelers 
Association licenses. The con¬ 
tests will be conducted under the 
international AMA regulations. 
Members may register for the li¬ 
censes at the Feb. 19 meeting. 


Bridge Tournament 

A “master point” bridge tour¬ 
nament under sponsorship of the 
CRA Bridge Club opened Friday 
(Feb. 9) at the Blackstone Hotel. 

Tournament play will continue 
the second Friday of each month 
throughout the year. Prizes will 
be awarded monthly winners. The 
next session will be at 8 p.m., 
March 9 at the Blackstone, ac¬ 
cording to Wendell Eldred, CRA 
bridge commissioner. 


More B-36 Beits for 
Convair Received 

B-36 belts are available once 
more at Convair FW's Employee 
Service section, according to E. 
G. Crosier, employee services 
supervisor. 

A shipment of 500 of the Jus¬ 
tin-made leather belts with B-36 
buckles has been received, “but 
this will probably be the last be¬ 
cause of the critical metal used 
in the buckles,” said Crosier. 

The belts are being sold to 
Convair workers for the below- 
retail price of $2. 


'Arsenic, Old Lace 1 
First FW Club Play 

First production of the Convair 
FW little theater group will be 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” a com¬ 
edy to be presented three nights, 
March 29-31. Site of the produc¬ 
tion has not yet been decided. 

All Convair FW employees, 
members of their families, and 
Air Force personnel on duty at 
Convair FW and members of 
their families, are eligible to try 
out for parts, according to E. 
Stan Brown, little theater com¬ 
missioner. Tryouts will be held 
at 8 p.m. Feb. 15-16 at the 
Y.M.C.A. 

Tickets to “Arsenic and Old 
Lace” will be available to the 
general public at 75 cents, but 
Convair employees may buy 
tickets for 25 cents. They will 
be available soon at the CRA 
office. 


HEADS DRAMA GROUP—E. 
Stan Brown, Convair FW admin¬ 
istrative supervisor (Dept. 6-6), 
has been appointed commis¬ 
sioner of the newly-formed CRA 
Little Theater Group. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 
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PLAY WIFE—Louise Munger (Dept. 9 SD) who plays "wife" of 
R. R. Biddle (Dept. 8 SD) in Anne Boleyn little theater production. 

Strangers Meet 

'Man and Wife' in Little Theater 
Play Find Both From Convair SD 


Walling Named 
to Tulsa Post 

Maj. Robert J. Walling, who 
has been on Air Force duty at 
Convair FW since 1948, on March 
1 will become acting officer in 
charge at Government Aircraft 
Plant No. 3 being reopened in 
Tulsa. 

Walling’s new assignment was 
announced by Col. Beverly H. 
Warren, chief of the Air Materiel 
Command’s regional procurement 
field office in Fort Worth. 

The plant at Tulsa, closed at 
end of World War II, is being 
reopened for Douglas Aircraft 
Co. to assemble Boeing-designed 
B-47 jet bombers. 

Walling was graduated from 
the U. S. Military Academy in 
1943, after which he flew 30 com¬ 
bat missions as a B-24 pilot in 
Europe during the war. He is 


Almost before they knew each 
other and long before they were 
aware that both worked for Con¬ 
vair, Louise Munger (Dept. 9 
SD) and R. R. Biddle (Dept. 8) 
were chosen for the roles of man 
and wife. 

This was in the Footlights 
Theater production “Anne of the 
Thousand Days” which concluded 
its run last week-end at Roose¬ 
velt Auditorium. They played 
Elizabeth and Thomas Boleyn, 
parents of the spirited Anne who 
first defied Henry VIII, then ac¬ 
cepted him, bore a daughter who 
afterwards became Queen Eliza¬ 
beth, finally died by the execu¬ 
tioner’s axe. 

“This is our first play to¬ 
gether,” Biddle reported. “It was 
only a few days ago that I found 
out we both were from Convair!” 

The Convair amateurs gave 
highly competent performances 
in support to Donna Woodruff 
as Anne and William Howarth’s 
outstanding characterization of 
the king. It was Louise’s first 
appearance with the Footlights 
Theater, though she is no 
stranger to San Diego audiences. 
Her other plays have been “Play¬ 
boy of the Western World” (Old 
Globe Theater) and “My Sister 
Eileen” and “Imaginary Invalid” 
(produced by the Pastime Play¬ 
ers of Linda Vista). She came to 
work for Convair last fall as a 
key punch operator. 

Originally from Plainview, 
Tex., Louise came to San Diego 
some years ago and graduated 
from Kearny high school. She 
became interested in little thea- 


CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


ter through school drama classes. 

Biddle, meanwhile, is a veteran 
of little theater and has followed 
it as a hobby since 1919 (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, Nov. 9, 1949). He 
has been a member of the Foot¬ 
lights Theater group almost since 
its inception and has appeared 
most recently in “Front Page” 
and “One Touch of Venus.” 

“Unlike many little theater 
groups, Footlights Theater pre¬ 
fers to concentrate on a few 
productions with quality plays,” 
Biddle explained. “This means 
heavy expenses. For example, 
the costumes and rights to 
‘Anne of the Thousand Days’ 
cost about $1,500!” 

The Footlights players give 
three shows a year. One is 
scarcely over before they start 
tryouts for another. This week 
Director William deLannoy is 
planning tryouts for that delight¬ 
ful Moss Hart comedy “Light Up 
the Sky,” which will be their 
next production. 


TO NEW POST—Maj. Robert 
J. Walling,, Air Force officer who 
has been on duty at Convair FW 
since 1948, on March I will be¬ 
come acting officer in charge of 
Government Aircraft Plant No. 3 
at Tulsa. 


30-Cent Dividend on 
Common Declared 

Early this month, Floyd B. 
Odium, chairman of the board of 
Consolidated V u 11 e e Aircraft 
Corp., announced that directors 
had declared a quarterly dividend 
of 30 cents a share on its out¬ 
standing common stock payable 
Feb. 27 to stockholders of record 
Feb. 16, 1951. 


BARBECUED BEEF, COMING UP!—William Ring, Convair SD 
engineer, poses in full chef's regalia before elaborate backyard 
barbecue pit he built himself. Note beautiful workmanship in for¬ 
mation of doors to storage bins and demountable panels in front 
of fireplace. Facing is varicolored flagstone, each piece chiseled 
to fit. Oven took year and half to build, weighs five tons! 

A Show Piece 


Flagstone Mosaic Features SD 
Engineer's Outdoor Barbecue 

After a few cautious samplings of barbecued beef 
cooked over charcoal the conviction grew on William Ring, 
Convair SD engineer, that he wanted a barbecue pit of 
his own. 


That was some time ago. He 
set about making his plans with 
the careful, methodical and pains¬ 
taking foresight that engineers 
develop. He didn’t let his appe¬ 
tite hurry him into a mistake. 

When he was through, nearly 
a year and a half later, he had 
in his backyard a barbecue pit 
that is a show piece! 

“The basic structure is rein¬ 
forced concrete and bricks, but it 
was the layers of flagstone and 
the flagstone and wonder stone 
facing that took the time,” Ring 
explained. 

He waited six months until he 
found one piece of flagstone that 
matched in color and size, before 
he continued! 

Although unusually handy 


Clothes Give Clue to Jobs at Convair But— 
Pants Are no Sure Sign That 'He's' a Man 


Clothes don’t make the man at 
Convair, but they go a long way 
toward identifying him. 

And everything in pants isn’t 
necessarily masculine! 

A casual look around with the 
camera at both Convair FW and 
SD revealed some interesting 
sidelights recently on “trade 
marks” that many take for 
granted. 

Some outfits (like nurses uni¬ 
forms and Plant Protection garb) 
are dead give-aways. Other sar¬ 
torial bits are less obvious, such 


as “hip kits,” “silver helmets,” 
and “man from Mars” costumes. 

Hip kits used to be unique to 
electrical maintenance men but 
more recently have become popu¬ 
lar with others whose work also 
requires constant reference to a 
few small tools. “Silver” helmets 
(made of aluminum alloy and 
built to withstand heavy blows) 
mark their wearers as riggers 
who work with cranes and need 
extra head protection. (The hats 
are flanged outward to protect 
the ears, too, in contrast to the 
plastic hard hats used on the 
assembly lines which are snugger 


fitting to permit entry into con¬ 
fined places.) 

Probably most spectacular out¬ 
fit is that worn by painters and 
those who spray sealer inside 
B-36 gas tanks. Costume is trans¬ 
parent, keeps fumes out, is equip¬ 
ped with a tube that constantly 
supplies air to the wearer. 

Brightest “trade mark” of all 
is the red caps and jackets of 
Inspection while the wooliest is 
in Flight, some of whose mem¬ 
bers wear parkas. 

One sure way to tell shop girls 
from all others is that they wear 
pants—slacks, that is! 


and a good cabinet man, this 
was Ring’s first real attempt 
at working in stone. Since boy¬ 
hood in Ohio he had admired 
the stone cutter’s art, and so 
it was more to him than just 
building a place to cook meat. 
It was an adventure. 

“Most of my flagstone came 
from Arizona but some from Ne¬ 
vada. It’s really sandstone, you 
know, and some pieces are in al¬ 
most perfect layers, so that they 
can be split to different thick¬ 
nesses. The Nevada flagstone is 
different colored and harder than 
that from Arizona.” 

Naturally, when first pur¬ 
chased, the flagstone was in a 
variety of shapes and sizes. Each 
one he trimmed, chiseled and 
fashioned to suit his purpose. 
Those that form the facing were 
carefully split. Some are as thin 
as an eighth of an inch! They are 
perfectly set in mortar. 

As for the design, Ring was 
guided by the inspriation of the 
moment. He didn’t want it to be 
symmetrical but to give a charm¬ 
ing effect. He succeeded well. 
The colors run through shades of 
yellow and brown and red. Offer¬ 
ing even more contrast, here and 
there are slabs of “wonder stone” 
and a few bright green stones 
Ring calls the “jewels.” 

Mow niuch did it cost? Well, 
Ring hasn’t figured that out, 
but guessed it wasn’t much 
more than $100 in materials. 

“It has paid me heavy divi¬ 
dends, too,” he added. “In the 
fun of building it!” 


HARD HAT — Silver colored 
helmet worn by J. B. Freiley, 
Dept. 20-2 FW, singles him out 
as rigger. Hard hat is aluminum 
alloy made to withstand heavy 
blow without injury to wearer. 
Hat is in contrast to plastic ones 
worn on assembly lines, where 
less protection is required. 


NURSE IN WHITE—Nurse Ro¬ 
berta Colvard, Dept. 3-5 FW, 
models typical Convair nurse's 
fresh white uniform and cap, 
while bandaging cut finger of 
L. J. Abrucci, Dept. 47. This 
uniform is dead give-away. 


RED JACKET —There is no 
doubt that Iris Parker is an in¬ 
spector. She is in Dept. 27-3 at 
FW and works in Dept. 73 area. 
Red caps are further trade mark 
of Inspection, both at SD and 
FW, and make inspectors easier 
to locate in a hurry. 


MAN FROM MARS? —No, 
it's Jim Wiechert (Dept. 48 SD) 
dressed for pro-sealing gas tanks. 


HIP KIT—Tool kit on hip of 
R. J. Chandler (FW Dept. 25-3) 
is badge of electrical mainte¬ 
nance man, although not always 
a certain identification, for at 
SD many others in different work 
have adopted kit. It's handy 
when working, restricted areas, 
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CRA Blood Bank at Convair FW Comes to Aid 
of Accident Victim With 30 Transfusions 


fore Christmas in an automobile 
collision. 

Doctors were forced to ampu¬ 
tate her left leg and 30 trans¬ 
fusions were necessary to sustain 
her in her fight for life. 

Convair FW people have do¬ 
nated all of that blood at no cost 
to the Coffeys through the CRA 
blood bank directed by M. A. 
Stewart, Dept. 24-8. 

Many of the donors went to 
the hospital on their own time 
and at their own expense to give 
the necessary blood, according to 
Stewart. 

The elder Mrs. Coffey says: “I 
wish I could thank each donor 
personally. Everyone has been so 
nice and I don’t know what we 
could have done without the help 
of our fellow workers.” 

Stewart said this week that 
more than 465 people have been 
aided by the blood bank since it 
was started several years ago. 


THREE-CRANE JOB—It took three big truck-mounted cranes to 
lift this section of n 796" Toledo Press to its base at Convair FW. 
Big unit is part of new equipment being installed at FW and weighs 
in neighborhood of 155,000 pounds. Piece being, lifted weighed 
55,000 pounds. 


Weight Team Constantly Eying 
B-36 to Keep it 'Solid Muscle' 

No prize-fight champion’s weight is ever watched with 
closer eyes than those which constantly check the weight 
of Convair’s favorite slugger: the Air Force’s inter-con¬ 
tinental sky-ranging B-36 bomber. 

And it’s doubtful that any heavyweight champ ever 
had so many skilled “trainers” watching, weighing and 
investigating every pound he gains or loses. 

No dietitians, however, 


these weight specialists. They’re 
the 11 members of the weights 
section headed by J. V. Ray in 
the structures group of Convair 
FW’s engineering department. 

“Weight is our business,” says 
Ray. 

How big a business is obvious 
when you consider that the B-36 
-4s officially authorized for take- 
£f at up to 358,000 pounds gross 
weight. Since it weighs in at 179 
tons, it is far and away the Air 
Force’s most formidable heavy¬ 
weight slugger. 

Every fight fan knows how 
serious weight is: a few. more 
pounds give an important extra 
jolt to a heavyweight’s Sunday 
punch; but too many extra pounds 
slow him down so much that he 
never reaches the target. 

The Air Force’s prime heavy¬ 
weight slugger is in a similar 
boat. 

From experience and engineer¬ 
ing calculations, Ray and the 
weights group know that every 
time 100 pounds of weight is 
added to the Convair heavy¬ 
weight, its maximum range 
(when carrying standard bomb 
load) is reduced by approximate¬ 
ly 10 miles. 

“Translating this into the 
stern realities a B-36 crew 
would face in war, this means 
that a difference of only a few 
pounds in the weight of a B-36 
might be the deciding factor in 
whether it could reach a given 
target, deliver the stunning 
Sunday punch and return safe¬ 
ly to home base,” Ray points 
out. 

It’s for that reason that the 
engineering department has the 
11 members of the weights sec¬ 
tion on constant watch with two 
principal purposes in mind: to 
prevent addition of any unneces¬ 
sary weight whenever changes 
are made in the airplane; and to 
figure out ways to reduce weight 
of components and equipment al¬ 
ready in the airplane. 

“One of our never-ending as¬ 
signments,” Ray explains, “is 
to keep the engineering depart¬ 
ment’s project office and the 
Air Force aware of weight 
changes and their effects on 
the airplane’s performance.” 

Highly accurate scales used 
by the engineers can measure 
weights ranging from one one- 
hundredth of a pound to 500,000 
pounds. Smaller scales, of course, 
are used to measure parts and 


set in a pit nine feet deep. A 
mobile unit moves along a set 
of tracks 75 feet long to handle 
the auxiliary gear of different 
wheelbase airplanes. Two sta¬ 
tionary units accommodate main 
gears. 

“We weigh enough airplanes 
to insure that accurate weight 
and balance information is avail¬ 
able for each B-36 Convair de¬ 
livers,” says Ray. 

And Ray will personally guar¬ 
antee that each B-36 delivered is 
at its best, tip-top, trim fighting 
weight; that is, at its best weight 
to deliver its Sunday punch 
where it’ll do the most good. 




SNOW LAND—This winter scene of flight line at Convair FW was taken from atop north end 
of main assembly line. B-36s in background have been cleared of ice and snow. Plows scraped 
"roads" for traffic across concrete line. "Road" under right wing of B-36 was covered by snowfall 
after plane was towed from end of line. 






SUSPENSION SCALES—Weight analyst V. L. Salzman rides 
monorail crane hoist to weigh bomb bay section of B-36 at Con- 
FW. 


vair 


SMALLEST —A. L. Williams, 
FW weight analyst, uses small 
scales above for weighing small 
parts under 70 pounds. Scale 
will weigh as little as .01 of 
pound. 


Bell Aircraft Waits 
For Site in Texas 

Bell Aircraft Co., delayed in 
plans to move into its Fort Worth 
plant Feb. 1 to assemble jet pods 
for Convair B-36s, is “still ready 
to open up in Fort Worth when 
the site is available,” Bell offi¬ 
cials said. 

The building, the old Globe Air¬ 
craft plant northeast of the city, 
has been occupied by the General 
Services Administration, which 
announced that it could not va¬ 
cate until late in February. 

Bell will transfer to its first 
Texas operation the B-36 jet pod 
assembly work which it has been 
doing for the last two years at 
its home plant in Buffalo, N. Y. 


Chinese Puzzle on Income Forms 
Baffles Both U.S. and Convair 


Convair FW’s expert on Chi¬ 
nese matters, Dr. Wellington Loh, 
Dept. 6-1, and thousands of other 
Convair workers are attempting 
to solve a Chinese puzzle this 
week. 

Who put the block of Chinese 
characters on the right-hand side 
of the W-2 forms mailed to all 
Convair workers and what do 
they mean? 

Convair doesn’t know. Neither 
does the government, nor the 
company which printed the 
Treasury Department withhold¬ 
ing tax forms. Dr. Loh says that 
the Chinese gobbledygook ap¬ 
pears to read: “Rise to defeat the 
thieves — through the press — 
through the kumiontang.” He ex¬ 
plains that the “kumiontang” is 
the Chinese Nationalist Party. 


Co nvair-Liner Backs 
Up, Makes Headlines 

A feat that would have passed 
virtually unnoticed at Convair 
SD made headlines in Toronto, 
Canada, during an air show. 

A Toronto Globe-Mail clipping 
produced by Hal S. Morgan 
(Dept. 27 SD) relates with ex¬ 
cited overtones: “A Convair 
transport plane landed and show¬ 
ed its versatility by reversing 
propeller pitch and taxi-ing back¬ 
wards down the runway!” 


But the New York printing 
firm which printed the forms 
claims it employs no Chinese 
printers nor does it have any 
Chinese print. 

Among translations offered by 
Chinese language experts are 
“Arise to exterminate the ag¬ 
gressor”; “Chinese people objec¬ 
tive same possess business ful¬ 
filled”; “Chinese people impatient 
ought to together,” and other un¬ 
related words. Some say it isn’t 
even Chinese — just a printer 
doing exercises. 


GOBBLEDYGOOK—Wta put 
the Chinese "gobbledygook" on 
Convair FW withholding tax 
forms? 


BIGGEST SCALE—J. V. Ray, 
FW weight control engineer, ad¬ 
justs pit-type trolley scales under 
experimental hangar. Knife-edge 
scales are largest known. 

equipment going into the finished 
airplane. 

Larger are two sets of suspen¬ 
sion scales. These are hung from 
overhead monorail cranes to 
weigh, in conjunction with a floor 
scale, components as heavy as an 
entire B-36 wing at one time. 

Pride of the engineers, how¬ 
ever, is the big pit-type knife- 
edge scale in the experimental 
building which can measure 
weights up to 500,000 pounds— 
more than the weight of any 
known aircraft. It is the largest 
such scale in the world, so far as 
Convair engineers know. 

The entire three-part unit is 


Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Coffey, 
Depts. 82 and 73, are firm be¬ 
lievers in the blood bank spon¬ 
sored by Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation for all FW division 
Convair and Air Force families. 

Mrs. Helen Marie Coffey, 
daughter-in-law of the Coffeys, 
was injured seriously shortly be- 


At War With ‘Fat’ 
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First Call 

'Hello Darling' Greets Convair 
Wife on Tokyo Long Distance 


“Overseas operator calling Mrs. 
Jacque Hassard at Convair FW.” 

This exciting message came 
through the earphones of Con¬ 
vair operator Mrs. Lola Sargent 
one morning last week. 

“I was plenty thrilled,” said 
Lola. “It was the first overseas 
call to come through since the 
Korean war. I knew I had to 
find Jacque.” 

Way down the assembly line, 
Jacque was at work on her job 
as an inspector when she was 
notified of the call, which was 
placed on a phone 40 columns 
up the line. 



OPERATION TOKYO—Jacque 
Hassard, Convair FW Dept. 27, 
has a reason for smiling. She's 
talking to her husband, M/Sgt. 
Robert C. Hassard, in Tokyo, 
Japan. Sgt. Hassard's call was 
first overseas call to be com¬ 
pleted at Convair since start of 
Korean war. 


“I ran all 40 columns,” she 
says, “and was so out of breath 
and excited I could hardly 
talk!” 

Equally breathless in Tokyo, 
Japan, was the person on the 
other end of the line, M/Sgt. 
Robert C. Hassard, who had been 
trying to contact wife Jacque via 
telephone for six weeks. The 
airman wanted to let her know 
that he was safe and well after 
flying rescue missions over 
Korea. 

The couple talked for six min¬ 
utes, “but I was so excited I 
don’t even remember what we 
said,” confesses Jacque, “except 
that he had just received his 
third oak leaf cluster.” 

The reunion by wire was 
especially important to the 
Hassards because they have 
not seen each other since 
November, 1949, when he was 
sent to Japan for occupation 
duty. 

Since the start of the Korean 
war, Sgt. Hassard has been fly¬ 
ing rescue missions over Korea 
as a radar observer with the 
Third Air Rescue Squadron. His 
squadron has the task of provid¬ 
ing rescue coverage for all com¬ 
bat units flying over Korea. This 
includes the front line evacua¬ 
tion of critically wounded soldiers 
and the rescue of American pilots 
who are forced to bail out or 
crash-land in enemy territory. 

Six minutes after Operator 
Lola had given the couple the “go 
ahead” signal, the Hassards were 
saying “goodbye” to “Operation 
Tokyo-Convair.” 



Reprinted from MOTOR 



WEDDING GIFT—Virginia Jones, left, and Wanda Hutson, 
right, both Convair FW Dept. I 1-7, admire satin bedspread given 
Virginia by Dept. I 1-7 friends. 



BRIDE—Dorothy Vogel (Dept. 
24 SD), who recently became 
the bride of Corp. Michael 
Schmidt, USMC. 


Party Honors Bride 
of Carswell Man 

Virginia Jones, Convair FW 
Dept. 11-7, and S/Sgt. Taylor J. 
Greene of Carswell Air Force 
Base were married in an informal 
ceremony Feb. 2 at the Carswell 
Chapel. 

The bride wore a light blue 
wool suit with black accessories 
and her shoulder corsage was an 
orchid. 

The Greenes are making their 
home at 5312 Pershing in Fort 
Worth. 

Dept. 11-7 friends of the bride 
presented her with gifts at a sur¬ 
prise party Jan. 31. 



STARTLING GROWTH—Airplanes have grown some in 40 years. Shown alongside B-36 at Con 
vair SD is 1912 Curtiss-type bi-plane that visited San Diego last month in connection with a meeting 
of "Early Birds." Plane is a "pusher" type, like B-36. Note gun butt in background where B-36s test 
their guns. Photo was taken from helicopter. 


SD Girl Returns to 
Home Town in Iowa 
to Marry Marine 

Dorothy Vogel (Dept. 24 SD) 
and Corp. Michael Schmidt, 
USMC, were married Jan. 3 in 
their home town of Leon, la. 
Mrs. Schmidt has been with Con¬ 
vair about six months. They are 
making their home at 1020 26th 
St. while Corporal Schmidt is on 
duty at North Island. 

Department friends of the bride 
presented the young couple with 
a satin comforter. Mrs. Schmidt 
also was honored recently at a 
miscellaneous shower in the home 
of La Wanna Martin (Dept. 24). 


Mary Jane Diamond 
Marries Navy Man 

Mary Jane Diamond (Dept. 4 
SD) became the bride of Paul 
Ratte, CQ, USN, Feb. 3 in the 
Chapel of the Roses, Chula Vista. 
Following a reception at Glenn 
Abbey Lodge, the couple left on 
a honeymoon trip to Las Vegas 
and San Francisco. 

The bride, in a white lace, bal¬ 
lerina length dress, carried a 
bouquet of hyacinth, orchid and 
stephanotis. Attendants were 
Ruth Redpath, cousin of the bride, 
and John Chastang, USN. 

Mrs. Ratte has been employed 
at Convair SD for three and one- 
half years. The couple will re¬ 
side at 2837 India St. 



AT ALTAR—Mary Jane Dia¬ 
mond (Dept. 4 SD) shown with 
husband Paul Ratte, USN, fol¬ 
lowing marriage at Chula Vista 
recently. Couple last week were 
on honeymoon trip to Las Vegas 
and San Francisco. Bride has 
been with Convair Vfa years. 


1912-Type Plane Like Dragonfly 
When Spotted Beside Bomber 

Comparative dimensions offered an outlandish contrast recently 
when a Curtiss-type biplane patterned after the 1912 model paid 
a visit to Convair SD, and incidentally was photographed alongside 
a B-36D. 

The plane’s 32-foot wing span made it look like a dragonfly 
alongside the B-36’s 230-foot wing. It’s seven feet of height made 
it not even “knee high” to the bomber whose tail soars to an alti¬ 
tude of 47 feet, while its length of 28 feet was a joke alongside the 
B-36’s 162 feet. 

Compared to the B-36’s gross weight of 358,000 pounds, the 
biplane could offer a paltry 1,150 pounds while the B-36’s approxi¬ 
mately 42,000 horsepower offered a staggering contrast to the 
biplane’s 80 horsepower Gnome rotary power plant. 

The ancient-type plane was brought to San Diego as a feature 
of a meeting of the “Early Birds,” pioneer aviation group. It is 
owned and flown by W. D. Parker, Oklahoma oil company executive. 


Champ German Shepherd Dominates Local 
Entries to Take ’Best SD Dog in Show' Title 


Convair SD’s most successful 
show dog, Champion Jory of 
Edgetown, this month was named 
Best Local Dog in Show at the 
annual San Diego Mid-Winter 
All-breed meeting. 

Jory, owned by Mrs. Fred Ford 
of Lakeside (her husband is in 
Contracts SD), although scarcely 
more than two years old, has 
piled up an impressive record 
among German shepherds (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, Nov. 8, 1950). In 
eight shows he has won best of 
breed and at the same time, 
judged against all the other win¬ 
ners in the working dog group 
(this includes collies, boxers, etc.) 
he has taken three firsts, one 
second and four thirds! His most 
recent award, however, was the 
closest he has come to the Best 
Dog in Show honor. 

Jory’s next appearance will be 
at the big Heart of America show 


Girls Shoot at 
Top Hoop Berth 

With second half play only two 
games old at press time, the Con¬ 
vair FW girls’ basketball squad 
was shooting for a top berth be¬ 
fore the final gun sounds, Feb. 
23. 

The girls split the first two 
games of second half play with a 
win and a loss, and chalked up 
another victory in an exhibition 
game. In conference games, Con¬ 
vair swamped the Salvation 
Army, 50-6, and went down to 
A1 Wooten’s Motorettes, 31-16. In 
an exhibition game with Stevens 
Chevrolet in Burleson, the Con¬ 
vair team whipped their oppo¬ 
nents, 39-28. 

First half play saw the Con¬ 
vair team make a comeback to 
cop second place. At press time 
the squad had chalked up 412 
points to 308 for their opponents. 

The girls will meet Stevens 
Chevrolet at 9:30 p.m., Feb. 16, 
and will wind up the second half 
Feb. 23 against Pop Pulliam. 
Both games will be played in 
Polytechnic High School gym¬ 
nasium. 


in Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 25, 
where he will be shown by a 
professional handler. Beginning 
March 8, he will start a rigorous 
“Sunshine Circuit” of dog shows 
through southern California, Ari¬ 
zona and New Mexico, winding 
up in Denver. Mrs. Ford (who 
herself is seeking a professional 
handler’s license) will show him 
on this tour. 


Keglers Seeking 
$15,M Prizes 

CRA will sponsor eight teams 
in the Southwest Bowling Tour¬ 
nament which opens Saturday 
(Feb. 17) at Tavener’s Playdium, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president and bowling commis¬ 
sioner. 

The 40 CRA bowlers will vie 
for $15,000 in cash prizes at the 
eight-state tournament. Some 
229 teams representing the south¬ 
west .will be entered in the team 
event. 

Although CRA is sponsoring 
the Convair bowlers in only the 
Class B team event, most of them 
are expected to enter the doublr 
and singles contests. 

The tournament will continue 
for the next four week-ends, 
through March 18. 


CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 



“This is my old man’s chemis¬ 
try set!” 
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LEADER—Top bowler of 
SD plant leagues is Eman¬ 
uel DiGiulio, shown here 
polishing up his favorite 
"weapon." He is in 825 
league, currently averaging 
178. 


TEAMS ON TOP—Inset photo shows members of Mechanical Maintenance bowling, 
team at SD currently enjoying comfortable lead in 800 scratch league. Left to right, 
D. Saxon, L. Sellers, W. Olson, Hap Templeton, J. Fortunato. Group below represents 
two teams vieing for lead in 825 scratch. Left to right in circle: Ray Tank, Rudy 
Malo, Emanuel Di Giulio, Bill Wilbanks, Paul Di Giulio (Emanuel's father), all members 
of Pattern Shop; Jim Stevens, Phil McDaniels, John Ernst, W. Schackel, Ed Kulczak, of 
Fuselage team. 


A COMER — Snapped while chalking 
up during a match is Al Baffone (Dept. 
360), Convair SD's "most improved" 
bowler. In brief time Al has brought his 
average from 150 to around 175! 



Convair Eagles Take Over Lead 
of Industrial League at SD 


Two Teams Undefeated at FW 
in Early Second Half Play 

Staging a repeat performance 


Summer Golfing 
Dates Released 

Dates for major summer golf 
events at San Diego were re¬ 
leased this week. 

The county open will be played 
April 14, 15 and 21, 22 over 
Rancho, followed by the annual 
Industrial Tournament, May 19, 
20 and 26, 27, with the county 
amateur falling July 7, 8, 14, 15, 
21 , 22 . 

Convair SD’s Whitey Ostwald 
is defending champion of the In¬ 
dustrial Tournament while a 
number of other SD players—if 
they play—would be given a 
good chance of going far in any 
of the tournaments this year. 
Among them are Art King (Dept. 
22 SD), former El Paso profes¬ 
sional who has recovered his 
amateur standing and Ted Dor- 
ius, current plant champion and 
once a ranking San Diego profes¬ 
sional. 

However, chances of Convair 
SD players looked a little dark, 
not because of a lack of skill, 
but because of the matches sched¬ 
uled for Saturdays. Most of SD’s 
linksmen are working that day 
and unless the picture changes in 
the meantime they may not be 
able to compete. 


Shift Champions to 
Play for FW Crown 

Second shift basketball play at 
Convair FW was slated to end 
yesterday (Feb. 13). Winner 
meets the first shift champion 
j[or the Convair title. 

Lt press time, Special Products 
..as on top after edging past the 
first half champions, Dept. 47. 
Special Products was undefeated 
with three wins, while Dept. 47 
had won two and dropped one. 
Tooling claimed one victory to 
two losses, while Dept. 50 took 
to the cellar with no wins and 
three losses. 

Second half scores include: 

Jan. 25, Dept. 47, 51, Dept. 50, 29; 
Special Products, 49, Tooling, 38. Jan. 
30, Dept. 50, 35, Tooling, 41 ; Dept. 47, 
43, Dept. 31, 49 ; Feb. 6, Dept. 50, 53, 
Dept. 31. 69; Dept. 47, 52, Tooling, 47. 



“Daddy! You forgot to let me 
off at school!” 


Convair SD’s Eagles are un¬ 
disputed leaders of the Industrial 
basketball league at San Diego 
this week with a record of five 
wins and a single loss. 

Gofers Go to 
Mexico Sunday 

Agua Caliente golf course this 
week was chosen for the next 
Convair SD monthly sweepstakes, 
CRA Commissioner Russ Osgood 
announced. 

The event will be a blind bogey, 
open to all Convair golfers, and 
Osgood warned linksmen to 
“bring luck as well as skill.” The 
first tee will be reserved from 
7:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, Feb. 
18. The tourney is limited to the 
single day of play. 

An entry fee of $1.75 covers 
all costs and the 12 best scores 
will receive prizes. (CRA adds 
to the merchandise pool.) The 
links, one of the sportiest on the 
West Coast, is located on the out¬ 
skirts of Tijuana on the road to 
the race track. Osgood or Frank 
Csupak, his assistant, will be on 
the first tee to help arrange four¬ 
somes. 

The blind bogey event is an un¬ 
predictable affair. After all 
scores are in, sponsors decide by 
blind drawing which nine-hole 
score to use as basis for handi¬ 
cap. With the handicap thus 
determined, the other nine-hole 
score is used to arrive at a net 
score. Players who happen to 
shoot a high score on the nine 
chosen for handicaping and a low 
score on the other nine are the 
ones that will win. 


Hoover, Coronado in 
Badminton Team Tie 

Hoover and Coronado badmin¬ 
ton teams currently are tied for 
first place with six victories each 
in the Convair SD league team 
play. 

Balboa and Point Loma are in 
a tie for second after two weeks 
of play. CRA Commissioner John 
Lockwood reported tighter com¬ 
petition this year than last and 
expected some close contests dur¬ 
ing the next ten weeks of play. 


They broke a tie with Bell 
Television last week by beating 
that team 46 to 36 with R. E. 
Leadon and Bob Miller leading 
the offense. 

Meanwhile, in the Metropolitan 
League, Convair is tied for sec¬ 
ond and has a good chance of im¬ 
proving its position. Feb. 7 they 
avenged an early defeat by top¬ 
ping Keystone Clothiers 40 to 26 
and currently are tied with that 
team. They meet Reynolds Fur¬ 
niture tonight (Feb. 14) at Bal¬ 
boa Park gym and will play the 
current league leaders, Fire De¬ 
partment, Feb. 21. (The latter 
team previously defeated Convair 
but only in an overtime period!) 

In the Municipal League the 
Bombers dropped back into sec¬ 
ond place last week by losing, 
53-34, to Kappa Alpha. Previous¬ 
ly they had been in a tie for first 
after beating Imperial Beach by 
a single point late last month. 
They now have five wins, two 
losses. 

CRA Offers Bargain 
on Gloves Ducats 

Bargain rates are again avail¬ 
able for Convair employees who 
want to watch the state finals 
of the Golden Gloves amateur 
boxing tournament which opens 
tonight (Feb. 14) at Will Rogers 
coliseum. 

Convair Recreation Association 
announced that it has 60-cent 
general admission tickets on hand 
for 40 cents each. The tickets 
are good for Wednesday, Thurs¬ 
day, Friday or Saturday nights. 
They are NOT good for the final 
night, Sunday, Feb. 19. 

Employees may obtain tickets 
by leaving money with their de¬ 
partment clerks who may pur¬ 
chase the tickets at the CRA 
office. 



of first half play, Dept. 30-31 and 
Dept. 47 in the first shift intra- 
plant basketball league are bat¬ 
tling for top spot as second half 
play nears an end. Both teams 
remain undefeated after three 
games of second half play. Dept. 
30-31 previously downed unde¬ 
feated Dept. 47 for the first half 
crown. 

Dept. 6 moved into the No. 2 
slot with two wins and one loss, 
while Dept. 50 tally sheets show¬ 
ed one win to two losses. Dept. 
44-45 and Dept. 14-2 tied for last 
place with three losses and no 
wins. 

Top three scorers thus far are 
J. W. Lynch, Dept. 47, 134 points; 


FW Bowling 


740 LEAGUE 


Team 


W 

L 

Dundee . 


48 

24 

Wynn’s Oil . 


44 

28 

Team No. 2. 


43 

29 

I A M . 


41 

31 

Phillip’s Place . 


36 

36 

White’s Texaco . 


35 

37 

Old Plantation . 


33 

39 

Rodeo Shop . 


33 

39 

J. J. Parks . 


32 

40 

Team No. 10. 


31 

41 

Team No. 7. 


29 

43 

Team No. 4. 


23 

49 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 


Team 


W 

L 

Jetomics . 


55 

25 

Trouble Shooters . 


50 

30 

Wing Dings . 


47 

33 

Hedge Hoppers . 


43 

37 

Hard Heads . 


42 

38 

Abra Cadabras . 


42 

38 

Jug Heads . 


41 

39 

Drag Counts . 


41 

39 

Atomizers . 


39 

41 

Z-ions . 


39 

41 

Friendly Five . 


37 

43 

Po Slokes . 


37 

43 

Hecklers . 


35 

45 

Wemist . 


34 

46 

Framers . 


33 

47 

Honey Pots . 


25 

55 

675 LEAGUE 



Team 


W 

L 

Writers . 


53 

27 

Majestic Repro. 


47 

33 

Indust. Eng. . 


41 

39 

Woodmill . 


40 

40 

Blue Star No. 2. 


39 

41 

Contracts . 


34 

46 

Tooling . 


34 

46 

Accounting . 


32 

48 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 



Team 


W 

L 

Southwest Trophy . 


47 

33 

Brantley Flowers . 


46 

34 

Louis Daiches . 


46 

34 

Humble Oil . 


42 

38 

Harris Insurance . 


40 

40 

Juniors . 


34 

46 

Firestone Tires . 


33 

47 

Watson Service . 


32 

4S 

SECOND SHIFT 

LEAGUE 


Team 


W 

L 

Rexair Kings . 


55 

29 

American Legion No. 

606. 

53 

31 

Machine Shop . 


53 

31 

Tooling Huskies . 


50 

34 

All-Eventers . 


48 

36 

Smitty’s Crew . 


45 

39 

Jobes Grocery . 


43 

41 

B & F Garage . 


42 

42 

Jet Pods . 


40 

44 

Machinists No. 776. 


40 

44 

Buggy Wheelers . 


38 

46 

Conversion .. 


38 

46 

Barney’s Cafe . 


35 

49 

Rios Tailors . 


33 

51 

Hot Rods . 


31 

53 

Late Starts . 


28 

56 


J. L. Shen, Dept. 6, 110 points; 
C. R. Rand, Dept. 30-31, 99 points. 

Second half play will end Feb. 
20 with all six teams scheduled 
for a final go ’round. Champion 
will meet the second shift victor 
for the plant title. 

The Tooling Termites opened 
up second half play in the Ameri¬ 
can League with one win and a 
loss. The squad defeated Free¬ 
man Paint Co., 49-33, and lost to 
Ash Crescent, 42-30. 

The Convair bombers in the 
Major City League were forced 
to drop out of competition last 
week, because of military calls 
and shift changes. 

Recent scores involving Convair teams 
include: 

First Shift League, Jan. 30, Dept. 6, 
72, Dept. 14, 25 ; Dept. 47, 45, Dept. 50, 
24; Dept. 30-31, 84, Dept. 44-45, 31 ; 
Feb. 6, Dept. 30-31, 51, Dept. 50, 23 ; 
Dept. 14-2, 27, Dept. 47, 55; Dept. 6, 
37, Dept. 44-45, 34. 

American League, Jan. 25, Tooling 
Termites, 30, Ash Crescent, 42; Feb. 1, 
Tooling Termites, 49, Freeman Paint, 33. 

Upcoming games: 

First shift league, Feb. 20, Dept. 50 
vs. Dept. 6, 7 P.M. ; Dept. 44-45 vs. 
Dept. 14-2, 8:15 P.M. ; Dept. 47 vs. Dept. 
30-31, 9 :30 P.M. All games at W. C. 
Stripling junior high school. 

American League, Feb. 15, Tooling 
Termites vs. Perry service station, 8:15 
P.M. ; Feb. 22, Tooling Termites vs. 
Southwestern Baptist seminary, 7 P.M. 
All games at William James junior high 
school. 


NAVIGATORS LEAP 
INTO LOOP LEAD 

Navigators team in the SD 

handicap bowling league took an 
early start in second half play 
last week after winning the first 
half. So far they are undefeated. 
Four teams are bunched in sec¬ 
ond place with 11 wins, five 
losses. Standings: 

Team W L 

Navigators . 16 0 

Sparkers . 11 5 

Mighty Five . 11 5 

Belladonnas . 11 6 

Speculators . 11 5 

Ramp Rats . 9 7 

Alley Cats . 8 8 

Wolf Pack . 8 8 

Hot Shots . 7 9 

Termites. 6 10 

Mixmasters . 5 11 

Do or Die . 5 11 

The Cubs . 2 14 

Outcasts . 2 14 



“Darned if I’ll take chances 
with awkward drivers!” 

(Reprinted from MOTOR.) 
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BATTEN DOWN THE HATCHES—Last fall during storm American Airlines' 
maintenance men at LaSuardia airport, New York, wished this Convair-Liner had 
been amphibian. Most of equipment was safely moved to higher ground to 


escape gale-swept tide, but this Convair was trapped. Photos (by courtesy of 
American's Flagship News) are among year's most spectacular storm shots. 


Deferments Asked 
by Convair FW Men 

At least 52 Convair FW men 
are requesting deferments as a 
result of the announcement that 
the Air Force is calling up 500 
or more men from in and around 
FW who make up the B-36 heavy 
bombardment reserve unit at 
Carswell Air Force Base. 

It is estimated that 200 of the 
500 men to be called are em¬ 
ployed by Convair FW. 

Convair is asking deferments 
only for those engaged in critical 
occupations. Unless an employee 
asks for a deferment, Convair FW 
will not seek one for him even 
though he holds a critical job. 

Under the present arrange¬ 
ment, the reserves will report for 
active duty around April 1. Some 
time will be necessary for proc¬ 
essing all reserves being called 
prior to that time. 



Convair T-29s 'Make Good' 
Training AT Navigators 


(Continued from page 1) 
driftmeter, in addition to ac¬ 
cess to four transparent plastic 
blisters in the top of the fuse¬ 
lage for “shooting” the stars 
with the navigator’s octant; 

Because it requires a mini¬ 
mum of servicing and ground 
handling, thus giving it an ex¬ 
cellent record of hours in the 
air per month; 

And because—of all things— 
it has “rounded corners.” 

This last may seem a trifling 
matter to chair-borne planners, 
but it’s a big thing in the minds m 
of Air Force men who fly the 
planes. 

“Before these babies came in,” 
recalled a captain with hundreds 
of T-29 hours behind him now, “I 
used to keep myself black and 
blue from top to bottom, bump¬ 
ing into sharp corners on the 
tables and other pieces of equip¬ 
ment in the other planes we use 
for training. But the T-29s, with 
their considerately rounded cor¬ 
ners, protect my carcass.” 

These features and others in 
the Convair T-29s are enabling 
the 3605th Navigation Training 
School to turn out more students, 


Six Convair Experts Named to Committees 
on National U. S. Aeronautical Research 


Six Convair men have been 
named to technical subcommit¬ 
tees of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics. 

Selected because of their tech¬ 
nical ability, experience and 
recognized leadership in their 
special fields, their task is to 
contribute knowledge and counsel 
toward forming research pro¬ 
grams designed to make America 
stronger in the air. 

R. H. Widmer, FW chief de¬ 
sign engineer, was named to the 
group dealing with high-speed 
aerodynamics; Ralph H. Shick, 
chief of SD’s aerodynamics group 
was assigned to subcommittee on 
stability and control; E. B. 


Maske Jr., FW’s head of aerody¬ 
namics group, was appointed to 
subcommittee on propellers for 
aircraft; Frank W. Davis SD’s 
chief design engineer, was named 
to committe on power plants for 
aircraft; Victor Hudson, SD 
senior thermodynamic engineer, 
joined icing problems subcommit¬ 
tee; and E. G. Stout, assistant 
to SD chief engineer, was reap¬ 
pointed to subcommittee on sea 
planes. 

Dr. J. C. Hunsaker, NACA 
chairman, said appointments this 
year are particularly important, 


and better trained students, in 
less time than ever before in 
navigation training history. 

Ellington, base of the training 
command’s only navigator school, 
now has sixteen of the Convair- 
built ships. 

More than 1,000 students— 
ranging from new recruits to ex¬ 
perienced pilots—are now enroll¬ 
ed in the intensive 30-week train¬ 
ing course. 

More than 250 students—the 
biggest graduation class since 
World War II—won their wings 
ceremonies at Ellington last 
week. 

Some of the pilots who com¬ 
plete the course at Ellington go 
on to Mather Air Force Base, 
Sacramento, Calif., for additional 
training which makes them the 
most versatile — and perhaps 
most valuable individual crew 
members—of any in the Air 
Force. On completion of training 
at Mather, they are pilots quali¬ 
fied also as triple-threat naviga¬ 
tor-bombardier-radar observers. 

There’s more than one pilot at 
Ellington who never before had 
flown—by choice—anything but 
a high-powered fighter plane. 

“But now,” one of them volun¬ 
teered, “they compete for a 
chance to chalk up time in the 
T-29. It flies like a fighter—but 
is a damn sight more comfort¬ 
able!” 

While the Air Force officers 
can’t be quoted by name, there’s 
no stopping Robert Overstreet, a 
World War II pilot now a civil¬ 
ian, who recently went on a T-29 
mission in which the Air Force 
pilot took off, turned control of 
the ship over to automatic pilot 
for a four-hour flight, then 
brought it in on automtaic in¬ 
strument landing controls until 
it was 10 feet over the runway. 

Said Overstreet: “These T-29s 
make planes that we flew during 
World War II look as antiquated, 
by comparison, as a Model T 
beside a 1951 hydromatic model 



A FAR CRY FROM SD—Built in sunny California, this Convair- 
Liner has had a change of climate! No, it's not north pole. It's an 
airport in Ohio. 


Convair-Liners in 'Captive Fleet' 
Impounded at Airport in China 


First mention in many months 
of the fate of Convair-Liners sent 
to CATC in China was noted re¬ 
cently in press reports from 
Hong Kong. 

Evidently, the ships still are 
impounded as they have been for 
many months. 

Press reports stated that they 
are part of a fleet of 70 CNAC 
and CATC aircraft tied up in liti¬ 
gation and standing unused at 
Kai Tak airport near Hong Kong, 
awaiting determination of owner¬ 
ship by the courts. 

The Convairs (six of which 
were sold to CATC) evidently 
have not been in service since the 
fall of 1949. Up until the time 
they were impounded, the planes 
did a rushing business, however. 
Their last task was ferrying 
refugees from Canton to Hong 
Kong as the Reds converged on 
the former. 

Press reports indicated that at 
least one of the Convair-Liners 


inasmuch as they call for added 

service to the country in a time | with overdrive and built-in tele- 
of national emergency. vision!” 


was flown away by the Reds be¬ 
fore the impounding, as well as 
a few C-47s. Vague rumors have 
indicated the Convair may have 
found its way to Russia, but there 
has been no confirmation. 


ARTICLE ON T-29 
An article, entitled “Convair’s 
Flying Classroom” and dealing 
with the T-29 airplane appeared 
in the December issue of Quad¬ 
rangle, a magazine published by 
the College of Engineering, New 
York University. The author is 
Warner S. Lowe, a Convair engi¬ 
neering student, who spent some 
months at the SD plant last year. 



FINGER PRINTED—Plant pro¬ 
tection guard W. K. Fullerton 
takes finger prints of new hire 
Dorothy Howard as Convair FW 
security personnel began job of 
finger printing more than 25,000 
people at FW. She was finger 
printed during processing in e— 
ployment. 



CONTRAST—Shown at left beside their Convair T-29 trainer are ten Air Force navigation stu¬ 
dents, an instructor and three crew members. This is a normal load for T-29. At right is AT-7, 
older and smaller navigation trainer, shown with students, instructor and crew. Photo was taken at 
Ellington Air Force Base near Houston, Tex., where 16 Convair T-29s are in use. 


'Shot in Dark' Gets Key Ring Back 
For Bourdon at SD's Lost & Found 

Fortunately, Leo Bourdon (one of Convair’s “senior citizens” 
in point of service with the company) had a duplicate car key when 
he started for the parking lot at San Diego recently. 

It was fortunate, because he had lost his key ring. However, 
gone too were other important keys, including the one that opened 
the turtleback of his car. 

“The next day I thought I would try Lost and Found at 
Employee Services. I really didn’t expect to do any good. It was 
just a shot in the dark.” 

It was a good shot, though. There were the keys, which Bour¬ 
don successfully identified! 

“That meant more than dollars to me. I wish I could thank 
the one that turned in the keys. I wish, too, that more Convair 
people knew about Lost and Found so they can take advantage 
of the service.” 

Lost and Found is located, along with Employee Services, in the 
north end of building 32 at San Diego. A fine collection of glasses, 
cigarette lighters, keys and what-not await owners who can identify 
them. 

(Bourdon, incidentally, owes his “senior citizen” title to his long 
service with the company. He received his 25-year pin three years 
ago and hired Consolidated’s first employees at the old Buffalo 
plant. He is in Dept. 102 SD.) 
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Long Range 
Development 



B-36 

Plan 
by Convair 


HERE'S HOW IT WORKS—Sketch shows new parking lot arrangement and how Convair FW 
employees will enter and leave parking lots. On each of large factory lots, Nos. 2 and 3, tra ic 
enters certain gates, then flows in a circular fashion to go out different g.ates. With the new south 
gate open between lot No. I and Clifford Ave., traffic entering is divided, then routed in a circular 
fashion to go out down the center aisle. Rearrangement gives Convair FW 1,002 more parking 
places and speeds entering and leaving lots. 


Goal $25,000 
For Red Cross 

Funds being contributed this 
week by Convair FW employees 
in the annual Red Cross cam¬ 
paign will come back to them in 
the form of disaster prepared¬ 
ness and other services vital to 
Fort Worth and the nation. 

That reminder came from A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager, as 
the campaign hr the p] ant point¬ 
ed toward a quota of $25,000. 

In urging all Convair employ¬ 
ees to contribute as generously 
as their pocketbooks permit, 
Esenwein pointed out that many 
of the dollars the Tarrant county 
chapter of the American Red 
Cross will spend this year will be 
(Continued on page 2) 


will occupy an extremely impor¬ 
tant position in • the future of 
aeronautical activity and indus*- 
try.” 

L a the financial side, the re¬ 
port mentions that “because of 
certain provisions of the law re- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Zimmer Takes 
Defense Post 

After an absence of five years, 
Val C. Zimmer this week will re¬ 
turn to Convair, this time as 
director of Industrial Security for 
the corporation. 

In this capacity, he will coordi¬ 
nate defense regulations for Con¬ 
vair SD and FW and Dainger- 
field; and direct coordination of 
plant organizations with civilian 
defense programs of the cities of 
Fort Worth and San Diego; and 
perform other duties in the In¬ 
dustrial Relations field. - 

After leaving the University of 
Colorado with, a law degree and 
practicing for a period of time 
in Kansas, Zimmer spent ten 
(Continued on page 2) 



Annual Report Reveals 
Big Batklog of Orders 

Convair started 1951 with a backlog of $215 million in 
unfilled orders and since then has received “substantial 
additional orders that markedly amplify the backlog,” 
the company’s annual report disclosed this week. 

The report, which covers the 
fiscal year ending Nov. 30 1950, 
further states that the company 
showed a profit of $10,241,644 
during the year after all charge' 3 . 

(Part of this sum, however, was 
traceable to a change in account¬ 
ing methods which took place in 
1950.) 

In the realm of new business 
the report revealed that Con¬ 
vair has initiated the manufac¬ 
ture of new and improved Con- 
vair-Liners to meet a further 
demand for commercial type 
transports and “is in active 
negotiation of contracts for 
sale of substantial numbers of 
new Convair-Liners with sev¬ 
eral leading airlines and other 
customers. . . . ” 

In reviewing the events of 
1950 the report mentions “sub¬ 
stantial additional orders” for 
new airplanes received during the 
year, including both reconnais¬ 
sance and bomber versions of the 
B-36 and further refers to receipt 
of letters of intent from the Air 
Force for additional T-29 trainer 
airplanes. Also developed in 1950 
were orders from the Navy for 
manufacture of a number of large 
R3Y flying boats, a development 
from the P5Y-1. The first P5Y-1 
has been flying for some months 
and the report states that the 
second will be ready to fly in the 
near future. 

The report expresses confi¬ 
dence in the future of the missile 
field and reveals that the com¬ 
pany has “contracts with various 
of the services relating to proj¬ 
ects ranging from missile com¬ 
ponents to complete missiles. 

Your company’s management is 
firmly of the belief that missiles 


Convair’s big league team is called upon for a triple play 
that would tax the skill of the best infield line-up in 
world series history, FW Division Manager A. C. Esenwein 
pointed out this week. 

The triple play, as set up by the man who calls the 
signals, is this: 

At first—to continue scoring 
our normal quota of better and 
better B-36 bombers until the 
still newer models come along; 

At second—to further de¬ 
velop the usefulness of the 
B-36 to a degree perhaps never 
dreamed by the men who origi¬ 
nally designed it; and, 

At third—to build up the 
plant’s maximum capacity for 
turning out B-36s. 

“It’s a tough assignment,” 

Esenwein says. “We’ve got cham¬ 
pionship talent, but it’ll take 
heads-up performance by every 
one of us to put us on the win¬ 
ning side of the score sheet.” 

And what’s in it for the win¬ 
ning team? 

“Plenty,” the division manager 
says emphatically. 

“For one thing, we have the 
satisfaction of knowing that 
we’re doing one of the most im¬ 
portant jr.bs in the nation. Per¬ 
sonally.* I’m proud that our B-36 
production team is a partner with 
the Air Force as an intrinsic part 
of the national defense team. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Woods, who has been at FW 
division since 1942, was in tool¬ 
ing and tool manufacturing until 
he became a superintendent on 
factory manager C. H. White’s 
staff before being transferred to 
work on development. 

Dolson came to Convair engi¬ 
neering department in 1941 and 
rose to assistant project engineer. 
He subsequently served as flight 
department’s chief project engi¬ 
neer until promoted to his new 
assignment. 


Copies of *50 Annual 
Report in Libraries 

A simplified version of Con¬ 
vair’s 1950 annual report ap¬ 
pears on page 8 of this issue. 

For those who are interested 
in reading the report itself, 
copies are readily available at 
San Diego at the Training sec¬ 
tion library in building 14, or 
at Fort Worth at the library 
in Industrial Relations. 


Val C. Zimmer 


Dodd, Dolson, Woods to Head FW 
Development Program Depts. 

Two veteran Convair produc- I over the flight department s 
tion men and an engineer who ; former shop operations section, 
will head the three departments TTT "" 1 " 1 17 

which will perform shop and field 
operations in the Fort Worth 
division’s greatly expanded de¬ 
velopment program were an¬ 
nounced this week by Develop¬ 
ment Manager A. P. Higgins. 

They are: 

R. W. Dodd as superintendent 
of development field operations; 

Vinko Dolson as chief develop¬ 
ment administrator; and, 

W. P. Woods as superintendent 
of development manufacturing. 

Each will head a separate de¬ 
partment and report to Higgins. 

As chief development adminis¬ 
trator, Dolson will have the job 
of coordinating activities of the 
development program with other 
plant departments, especially 
engineering, tooling, material, 
production control, and inspec¬ 
tion. 

As head of development manu¬ 
facturing, Woods will direct shop 
work concerned with the instal¬ 
lation of new equipment on exist¬ 
ing airplanes in order that it may 
then be proved, or the complete 
manufacture of a new or convert¬ 
ed airplane for subsequent test¬ 
ing and preparation for ultimate 
incorporation in the production 
program. 

As development field opera¬ 
tions superintendent, Dodd is re¬ 
sponsible for installation of in¬ 
struments and for performance 
of other operations necessary to 
prepare airplanes for develop¬ 
ment flight testing, and for other 
flight testing. 

Dodd, a Convair shop man 
since 1941, previously was super¬ 
intendent in a similar capacity 


United Orders 
30 New Model 
Convair-Liners 

Coincident with announce¬ 
ment by United Air Lines 
last week that 30 new-type 
Convair-Liners have been 
ordered, Convair released 
first details of performance 
and specification data on the 
new ships. 

The planes, ordered for de¬ 
livery in 1952, will be 44-passen¬ 
ger, 45,000-pound gross weight 
and have more wing area than 
the model 240, a longer fuselage, 
more powerful engines and many 
interior design improvements. It 
is designated the Convair-Liner 
340. 

“Although this new plane 
supersedes the 240-A, preliminary 
disclosure of which was made 
last November, it includes and 
extends the improvements origi¬ 
nally planned for this model,” 
Floyd B. Odium, Convair board 
chairman, explained. 

Odium said that a letter-of- 
intent had been received from 
United covering the purchase of 
30 on Jan. 11, 1951, and produc¬ 
tion started at that time. He em¬ 
phasized that although the 340 
is based on the design of the 
service-proven 240, it is largely a 
new airplane. 

“We have designed the 340 to 
meet the needs of many airlines 
for a modern high-speed trans¬ 
port with maximum performance 
flexibility,” he continued. “The 
increased wing area, power and 
fuel capacity, will enable the air¬ 
lines to employ the 340 not only 
for medium-range schedules but 
(Continued on Page 5) 


FW Engineering Lineup Revised 
in Expanding Test Activities 


A revised lineup of Convair FW 
engineers was announced this 
week as Engineering department 
at Fort Worth expanded both 
testing activities and develop¬ 
ment work. 

J. W. Larson, chief engineer, 
announced that changes fall into 
two general categories: changes 
made to handle increased testing 
activities under the newly created 
title of chief of engineering tests, 
and changes in project offices 
and design sections to handle ex¬ 
panded engineering for develop¬ 
ment work. 

Testing functions are now 
headed by H. K. Growald, former¬ 
ly assistant project engineer. He 
reports to Assistant Chief Engi¬ 
neer H. W. Hinckley and is re¬ 
sponsible for the following: 

Engineering test laboratories 
headed by R. S. Reade; and engi¬ 
neering flight tests, headed by 
J. T. Ready, who in turn is re- | 


sponsible for flight test engineer¬ 
ing, data reduction and instru¬ 
mentation groups under A. W. 
Gecmen, and the flight test con¬ 
trol group under E. W. Fedder- 
son. 

Reporting to Gecmen will be 
group engineers R. W. Moller for 
flight test, A. Caiman Jr. for 
data reduction, J. S. Lewis for 
data reduction on second shift, 
F. E. Sutton for instrumentation, 
I. Polhamus for instrumentation 
on second shift, and B. E. Bunch 
for instrumentation on third shift. 

Reporting to Fedderson will be 
S. D. Van Norman in charge of 
flight test control on second shift. 

In the project offices reporting 
to Chief Project Engineer E. D. 
Rohn, these assignments were on- 
nounced: J. T. Cosby as assis¬ 
tant project engineer on bomber 
type B-36 airplanes (reports to 
Project Engineer L. H. Moffatt); 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A. F. Thompson 
Subcontracts 
Chief 

This trio also occupies new 


Budge Lee D. C. McDougal Jr. 

Chief Budget Acting, Chief 

Administrator Tool Engineer 

posts at FW, see CONVAIRIETY, Feb. 14. 


A. P. Higgins 
Development Manager 


R. W. Dodd 
Development Field 
Operations 
Superintendent 


Vinko Dolson 
Chief Development 
Administrator 


W. P. Woods 
Development 
Manufacturing 
Superintendent 


Boc/z £ntsuei 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, profes¬ 
sional or administrative: 

Dept. 3: To training specialist A, H. 
C. Anderson, W. G. McMurray. 

Dept. 4: To assistant foreman, C. M. 
Pollard; to assistant supervisor, E. B. 
Murphy, V. F. Sisk, D. S. Wilson, J. J. 
Roche; to foreman, D. W. Curtis; to 
supervisor, E. M. Lizarraras, J. T. 
Ringo, C. C. Bodine. 

Dept. 6: To aerodynamicist B, E. B. 
Perry; to service engineer A, C. W. 
Thelen ; to contracts specifications writer 
A, A. P. Arnold; to engineering de¬ 
signer B, N. Van Tassel .Jr., J. W. 
Ellingsworth, W. H. Watson, V. L. 
Booth, L. R. Sheats; to engineering de¬ 
signer A, D. C. Hamilton Jr., L. J. Hal- 
penny. 

Dept. 8: To industrial engineer A, A. 
F. Gough ; to manufacturing engineer A, 
J. T. Scott Jr. 

Dept. 9: To supervisor, J. R. Tucker. 
Dept. 11: To contract liaison man A, 
M. W. Hartman. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, R. 
F. Howard, H. D. Scott, B. E. Roberts. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, W. 
Maken. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, N. R. 
Jones. _ 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, J. D. 
Wood, G. A. Young, C. F. Sampson, W. 
H. Sapp. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, J. R. 
West, A. L. Ward, W. E. Morton, W. A. 
Canafax; to foreman, W. F. Robbins. 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, H. W. 
Thompson, S. D. Swanson. 

Dept. 50: To assistant foreman, G. A. 
Mertz, O. D. Porter; to foreman, R. E. 
Perry Jr. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, L. B. 
Porter; to foreman, R. L. Scholivinski 
Jr., A. Sehafrick; to general foreman, 
M. W. Holley; to assistant general fore¬ 
man, E. E. Jackson, W. H. Bourdier. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, S. E. 
Reeves, B. T. Powell, C. C. Foster; to 
foreman, A. S. Gilmartin. 

Dept. 74: To assistant foreman, J. H. 
McGregor, P. E. Noe, H. L. McWilliams; 
to foreman, A. C. Lotspeich, C. L. Big- 
ham, W. L. Johnson, J. W. Davenport 
Jr. 

Dept. 82: To assistant foreman, J. C. 
Jenkins. _ 

Dept. 8: To manufacturing engineer B, 
A. G. Davis, W. E. Rogers. 

Dept. 25 ; To assistant foreman, V. J. 
C. Tolliver. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, F. r. 
Craig. , * ^ 

Dept. 47: To assistant foreman, A. E. 
Buswell, R. M. Stevenson. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

ARRINGTON—Son, Kenneth Lynn, 8 
lbs. 1 oz., born Feb. 12 to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. N. Arrington, Dept. 30. 

FLORIDA—Daughter, 'Caroline Ann, 6 
lbs. 12 oz., born Feb. 5 to Mr. and Mrs. 
L. D. IHorida, Dept. 20. 

GOVETTE—Son, William Michael, 7 
lbs. 6 oz., born Feb. 13 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Govette Jr., Dept. 30. 

REEDY—Daughter, Charlotte Ann, 7 
lbs. 6 oz., born Feb. 9 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Glen Reedy, Dept. 30. 

STANFIELD — Daughter, Beverly 
Louise, 6 lbs. 13% oz., born Feb. 12 to 
Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Stanfield, Dept. 22-5. 

SAN DIEGO 

HARRIS—Daughter, Gaye Lynn, 7 
lbs. 13 oz., born Feb. 14 to Mr. and Mrs. 
D. C. Harris, Dept. 3-7. 

WHITE—Daughter, Barbara Shelley, 6 
lbs. 11 oz., born Feb. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. G. White, Dept. 4. 


Deaths 


Lost & Found 

(Employees losing or finding articles 
are invited to inquire first at the lost 
and found office of employee services 
section, Ext. 5141. If articles or owners 
are not found there, employees are in¬ 
vited to telephone lost and found an¬ 
nouncements to CONVAIRIETY, Ext. 
5290) 

FORT WORTH 

H. E. Phillips, Dept.. 50, reports loss 
of reading glasses in vicinity of Cols. 
139-A to 140-A on Feb. 7. Finder please 
return glasses to Dept. 50 clerk’s desk 
between Cols. 139-0 and 140-C. 

Melba Butler reports loss of black 
Ronson “Adonis” cigarette lighter vicin¬ 
ity Experimental Bldg., or Gate 9 on 
Feb. 15. Reward offered. Ext. 5255. 


Transfers 


San Diego to Daingerfield: John M, 
Moore, Dept. 6. 

Fort Worth to San Diego: R. B. 
Williams, Dept. 24. 

San Diego to Fort Worth: D, 
Phillips, Dept. 23. 


W. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Jack Littlepage, Dept. 3, wishes to 
thank Convair FW friends who sent 
flowers following the recent death of 
his father, J. P. Littlepage. 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Five-Year Pins: Dept. 22, N. B. 
Haley; Dept. 25, J. B. Moore, F. Wee- 
hunt ; Dept. 27, V. T. Jones, L. R. 
Garth, A. D. Burton; Dept. 30, W. T. 
Carroll, W. S. Smith; Dept. 31, C. H. 
Sullivan Jr., C. R. Carter; Dept. 44, 
J. Burdine, D. L. Martin ; Dept. 45, T 
R. Parker; Dept. 46, J. A. Baker Jr. 

Dept. 47, L. E. Luckey; Dept. 48, R. 
H. Monett; Dept. 50, A. F. Frazier; 
Dept. 61, J. A. Gentry; Dept. 63, S. R. 
Loar; Dept. 73, O. 'C. Martin; Dept. 81, 
J. G. Bohn, M. A. Farnham, R. R. 
Hunt; Dept. 82, Jessie L. Bryant, J. E. 
Kimmons, C. F. Wright. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

J. R. Mayberry, Dept. 10-1, wants to 
join car pool from TCU or South Side. 
Prefer those who leave plant 4 to 4:15 
p.m. WL2383 or ext. 5197. 


FW Engineering 
Lineup Revised 

(Continued from page 1) 
and E. D. Mathis and R. L. Lem¬ 
mon as assistant project engi¬ 
neers on development projects 
(both report to Project Engineer 
N. B. Robbins). 

Design section assignments in¬ 
clude these: W. H. Crow is pro¬ 
moted to senior design group 
engineer in charge of electronics, 
electrical and electro-mechanical 
design groups. 

C. R. Curnutt is assigned as 
design group engineer in charge 
of electronics group; R. L. Arnold 
is promoted to design group engi¬ 
neer in charge of electrical 
group; and A. J. Duban is pro¬ 
moted to design group engineer 
in charge of control surfaces 
group. 

M. L. Taylor is promoted to 
administrative supervisor i 
charge of personnel section and 
related function. 


Red Cross Drive 
Under Way at FW 

(Continued from page 1) 
of direct benefit to Convair 
families. 

To prepare for emergencies 
which might develop if Fort 
Worth or the Fort Worth division 
were attacked by an enemy, the 
Red Cross is training thousands 
of people—including hundreds of 
members of Convair families—in 
first aid and civilian defense 
emergency procedures. Many 
more thousands of dollars will 
go directly into building up a 
supply of blood plasma. 

That disaster could come to 
Fort Worth was emphasized by 
M. L. Hicks, Convair campaign 
chairman, who reminded employ¬ 
ees of the 1949 flood which made 
260 Convair families homeless. 


Hart and Roche New Assistants 
in Inspection at Fort Worth 


FORT WORTH 

DAY—Steve, Dept. 14-1, died Feb. 9. 
Survivors, wife, two daughters, one son. 

JOBE—Joel H., Dept. 31, died Feb. 11. 
Survivors, wife, three daughters, two 
sons, two brothers, one sister, one grand¬ 
child. 

PATTERSON—L. G., Dept. 73, died 
Feb. 10. Survivors, wife, mother, one 
son, two daughters, five sisters, two 
brothers, five grandchildren. 

SPRINKLES—O. L., Dept. 12-4, died 
Feb. 11. Survivors, wife, mother, three 
sons, two daughters, two brothers, two 
sisters, 12 grandchildren. 

WILLIAMS—C. C., Dept. 50, died Feb. 
10. Survivors, wife, three sons, four 
brothers, mother. 


Appointments of H. H. Hart as 
assistant in charge of second 
shift inspection and J. W. Roche 
as assistant responsible for fabri¬ 
cation, sub assembly, major as¬ 
sembly and tank sealing inspec¬ 
tion were announced last week by 
J. Y. McClure, chief of Inspection 
department at Convair FW. 

At the same time, he an¬ 
nounced that T. E. Hoffman con¬ 
tinues in his present capacity as 
assistant chief inspector and is 
in charge of the department in 
McClure’s absence. In addition, 
he also is now directly respon¬ 
sible for inspection in final as¬ 
sembly and field operations. 

Hart is a veteran with Convair. 
He started to work in 1936 at 
Vultee Field division. In 1939 he 
became an inspector and has been 
in inspection since that date. 
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Hart transferred from Vultee 
Field to Convair FW as an in¬ 
spection supervisor in 1947. In 
1947 he became an inspection 
general supervisor and held that 
job until his recent promotion. 

Roche is a veteran of 20 years 
in aircraft. He has worked in 
many divisions of the industry, 
including manufacturing, experi¬ 
mental development, production 
flight tests and inspection. From 
1938 to 1946 Roche was with 
Lockheed Aircraft Corp., and in 
1946, he joined Aviation Mainte¬ 
nance Corp. of Van Nuys, Calif., 
where he served variously as 
chief of inspection, general works 
manager and quality control divi¬ 
sion manager. Roche joins Con¬ 
vair FW from the latter post. 

Roche has previous Convair 
experience, working at San Diego 
as final assembly inspector and 
supervisor from 1935 to 1938. 

Inspection General Supervisor 
M. R. Jackson is responsible for 
supervision of control inspection, 
materials review inspection, re¬ 
ceiving, shipping and testing in¬ 
spection and tool inspection. 

Inspection General Supervisor 
R. J. Hendrickson is responsible 
for development inspection. 


Convair FW Facing Long Range 
Development Program on B-36 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I’m proud that we’re helping 
to protect the United States; that 
we have an important place in 
world affairs; and that the very 
destiny of this greatest nation 
rests in part on us. 

“Furthermore, making a suc¬ 
cess of this triple play produc¬ 
tion-development-expansion pro¬ 
gram is our best assurance of 
security for ourselves and our 
families. 

“If our work continues success¬ 
ful, we already have plenty in 
view to keep us busy for the next 
five years—and before the end of 
that time, we hope to have that 
much more in prospect. 

“And those of us who do our 
jobs well and prepare ourselves 
properly are going to have 
chances at bigger jobs. That’s 
the way we run things. 

“Right now our job is the B-36. 

“Fortunately, the design of the 
B-36 is such that it can be put 
to uses probably never imagined 
by the men who worked on the 
original design. Some of these 
things are already^ in the works. 

“We plan an extensive develop¬ 
ment program involving both the 
B-36 bomber and the reconnais¬ 
sance airplane, while at the same 
time continuing our production of 
B-36s and carrying on a third 
program to increase that produc¬ 
tion capacity. 

“To do this will require many 
things, including some re-engi¬ 
neering of the airplane for sake 
of efficient and speedy produc¬ 
tion, improved tooling and 
heavier sub-contracting, as well 
as greater effort. 

“To help assure success of the 
program, we’re already well into 
the process of reviewing our sys¬ 
tems, procedures and organiza¬ 
tion, overhauling them and 
streamlining them wherever nec¬ 
essary; we’re trying to eliminate 

Zimmer Returns 
to Convair Post 

(Continued from page 1) 
years with the FBI as special 
agent and administrative assis¬ 
tant to J. Edgar Hoover. He left 
the bureau in 1939 to join Vultee 
Aircraft Corp. as director of 
Plant Protection, involving plants 
at Downey, Calif., Wayne, Mich., 
Nashville, Tenn., and New Or¬ 
leans. On the merger of Con¬ 
solidated and Vultee, Zimmer was 
transferred to San Diego and in 
early 1944 was named director of 
salvage and in this capacity de¬ 
veloped policies and procedures 
for handling scrap and surplus 
materials for all 13 of the com¬ 
pany’s plants. 

During 1945 Zimmer took a 
leading role in the job of closing 
out eight wartime plants, dispos¬ 
ing of company properties. He 
resigned the following year to 
take charge of west coast activi¬ 
ties for the Thoroughbred Racing 
and Protective Bureau of New 
York. In 1948 he joined Garwood 
Industries at Detroit as assistant 
to the Wayne division manager, 
returning to the west coast in 
1949. Most recently Zimmer has 
been with Hughes Aircraft at 
Culver City, California, as assis¬ 
tant to the plant manager. 


waste in both materials and ef¬ 
forts; and we hope to continue 
building morale by making the 
FW division a place in which 
you’re ever prouder to work. 

“As individuals, what can we 
do to help? 

“A lot. Each one of us can 
help by knowing his job, its func¬ 
tions, its authority, scope and 
extent; by learning how his job 
fits into the overall picture; by 
carrying out his assignments 
properly and on time. 

“Each one of us can help by 
finding out what it takes to be¬ 
come really good at our jobs, by 
keeping ourselves on the watch 
for ways that make for safer 
practices, for ways to reduce 
lost motion and wasted time and 
materials. 

“Further, we can help by talk¬ 
ing up Convair. We’ve got one 
of the top—if not already the top 
—aircraft industry team in the 
nation. Let’s not forget it. And 
let’s not let anyone else forget it. 

“Let’s keep it that way—and 
make it better still.” 

Report Reveals 
Large Backlog 

(Continued from page 1) 
lating to the carry forward of 
past losses as a credit against 
future earnings, your company 
expects that a substantial portion 
of its earnings for the year 1951 
will be tax free. . . . On the other 
hand, as a result of recent legis¬ 
lation, your company, together 
with all others, will be subject 
in the future to the provisions of 
the new excess profits tax law.. 

“At the beginning of fiscal 
year 1950 your company’s bor¬ 
rowings under its credit agree¬ 
ment amounted to $6,000,000. 
This subsequently rose to $9,000,- 
000 at the end of the first six 
months, but during the latter six 
months of 1950 these loans were 
paid in full. Therefore, your com¬ 
pany is now operating solely on 
its own capital.” 

The report, signed by Floyd B. 
Odium, chairman of the Convair 
board, concludes with this state¬ 
ment: 

“The problems which have 
faced and continue to face your 
company in the present na¬ 
tional emergency are difficult. 
They can only be solved by the 
continued diligence and co¬ 
operative effort of these many 
men and women who make up 
Convair’s personnel. Your com¬ 
pany wishes to express its ap¬ 
preciation for the spirit and 
determination already shown by 
the entire organization.” 



“This bulb is good, John.” 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Badminton 7 to 10 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday at W. C. Stripling: Junior High School. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—II. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Southwest Bowling 

Tournament now under way at Tavener’s Playdium. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting and instruction 
7:45 p.m. March 2 and March 9 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Meeting 7:30 p.m. March 
5 at Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. Second shift, A. L. Green, co¬ 
commissioner, ext. 4215. Meeting 10 a.m. March 5, Ridglea CRA Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. Meeting 7:30 p.m. March 9, 
Centennial Room of the Hotel Texas. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 

11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at 
employee service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing 8 to 10 
p.m. March 13 at Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th St. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—“Junior G-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thursday 
in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Code class 7:45 p.m. each 
Wednesday at Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

RIDING—M. O. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296 for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 5115. Beginners’ class 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced dancing 8 to 10 p.m., March 5 and March 12, North Side 
Recreation Bldg., 18th and Harrington St. Second shift dancing 10:30 a.m. each 
Wednesday, North Side Recreation Bldg. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 
Mail-floor auction 7:45 p.m., March 6, Westbrook Hotel. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

Ridglea CRA Center Offers Meeting Place for 
FW's Band Club, Radio Hams and Camera Bugs 



SECOND SHIFT DANCES—Thirty couples practice their "do-si-dos" at session of Convair FW 
second shift square dancing. Caller is Lynn Harris, Dept. 27-2, second shift. Dancers meet at 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at North Side Recreation Building, 18th and Harrington. 


$50 Prize Offered For 
Dramatic Club Name 


The new Ridglea CRA Center 
at 6801 Camp Bowie in Fort 
Worth isn’t much to look at, but 
hundreds of Convair FW people 
call it “home” for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association activities. 

The one-story frame structure 
is anything but pretentious. A 
large room at one end of the 
shack serves as a meeting room. 
Wooden-bottomed chairs, a black¬ 
board and an old table make up 
the furniture. 

Yet the CRA Band Club mem¬ 
bers find it handy for practice 
every Monday night, the first 
and second shift Camera Clubs 
hold meetings twice a month, and 
the Radio Club slates two weekly 
meetings here. 

Cars Counted in 
Traffic Study 

Engineering studies to arrive 
at solutions for Convair FW’s 
shift-change traffic problems are 
being made by the Fort Worth 
office of the U. S. Bureau of 
Public Roads. 

A survey was made last week 
to learn where each first and sec¬ 
ond shift employee lives, what 
route he uses to and from the 
plant, what type of vehicle he 
uses and how many passengers 
he carries. 

In addition, the bureau is mak¬ 
ing an actual count of cars using 
various roads in the plant vicin¬ 
ity. 

Meanwhile, Convair officials 
have requested Air Force support 
for a proposal that funds for im¬ 
provements to alleviate the traf¬ 
fic situation be made available 
by the Federal Department of 
Commerce. 


Management Club 
Starts Publication 

First issue of the “Convair 
Courier” was published last week 
by the Convair Management Club 
at FW and distributed to all 
members. 

The four-page letter-size litho¬ 
graph publication will be issued 
monthly to carry news of par¬ 
ticular interest to club members, 
according to E. C. Costantino, 
president. Yard Miller is editor, 
Johnie Herbert, art director. 


A special “ham” radio setup 
is built at one end of the build¬ 
ing, including a 1,000-watt trans¬ 
mitter. A 100-foot antenna out¬ 
side the shack serves the “ham” 
equipment inside. 

Camera Clubbers from both 
shifts take advantage of the new 
dark room set up for their use. 
All types of equipment needed 
for developing, printing and en¬ 
larging pictures are available. 

The building wouldn’t win any 
beauty prizes, but CRA hobbyists 
are glad that—finally—they’ve 
got a home for their radio, band 
and photographic activities. 



GETTING SETUP — Second 
shift Camera Clubbers Tom Ar- 
banas, left, and Bob Albin dis¬ 
play some of new equipment 
club uses in photographic dark¬ 
room at Ridglea CRA Center 
at FW. 

Appreciation of FW 
Dimes Gift Voiced 

A certificate of appreciation 
for the 1951 March of Dimes con¬ 
tributions by Convair FW divi¬ 
sion employees has been awarded 
by the Tarrant County chapter 
of the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis. 

The certificate was presented 
by Stewart W. Heilman, county 
chairman, in a brief ceremony 
Feb. 17 at the monthly meeting 
of the Convair Management Club. 
It was received for Convair em¬ 
ployees by A. G. Owen and Joe 
B. Ellis, who led the collection in 
the plant. 


Three Officers 
at Convair FW 
Rise in Rank 

Three AF officers at Convair 
FW are sporting newly-won 
leaves this week. One is wearing 
the silver leaves of a lieutenant 
colonel and two the gold leaves 
of majors. 

Promoted from major to lieu¬ 
tenant colonel was Columbus 
(Doc) Savage, assistant officer- 
in-charge at Convair FW. 

Captains who became majors 
are Joseph C. Reichal, AF chief 
of flight operations, and Arthur 
C. Middleton, AF chief of pro¬ 
duction branch. 

Lt. Col. Savage has been con¬ 
nected with the B-36 program for 
almost four years. He was form¬ 
erly in B-36 project office at Air 
Materiel Command Headquarters, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Major Middleton is no stranger 
to Convair himself. He flew Con- 


Another promotion of inter¬ 
est at Fort Worth came through 
last week, elevation of Stephen 
P. Dillon from major to lieu¬ 
tenant colonel. Col. Dillon, 
formerly chief of Air Force 
Flight Operations branch at 
Convair FW, since June of last 
year has been officer in charge 
of the AF office at Convair SD. 


vair-built B-24s in the South Pa¬ 
cific during World War II and 
later served as flight instructor 
for the same planes in the United 
States. 

Serving as both test and ac¬ 
ceptance pilot and production of¬ 
ficer, Middleton flew the first 
31 B-36s to roll off the assembly 
line. 

Major Reichal has been AF 
chief of flight operations for the 
past two years at Convair FW. 

He served as maintenance offi¬ 
cer for all planes flying the Ber¬ 
lin Air Lift prior to his FW as¬ 
signment. Major Reichal took 
over his job with the activation 
of the Air Lift and held it until 
the end of the operation before 
joining Convair FW. 


Carswell Gets Two 
Wings, 7th and 11th 

An expansion of Eighth Air 
Force B-36 striking power was in 
the making last week at Carswell 
Air Force Base in Fort Worth 
with the activation of the 19th 
Air Division and the 11th Bomb 
Wing. 

The new 19th Air Division is 
a tactical headquarters ranking 
between Eighth Air Force and 
the wing level. It is commanded 
by Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine, former 
commander of the 7th Bomb 
Wing and the air base group. 

The 11th Bomb Group is being 
expanded to form the 11th Bomb 
Wing. Col. Thomas P. Gerrity, 
former commander of the 11th 
Group, is the new wing com¬ 
mander. 

The new setup gives Carswell 
two wings instead of one. The 
second unit, the 7th Bomb Wing, 
is commanded by Col. John A. 
Roberts. Col. William Fite suc¬ 
ceeds Gen. Irvine as base com¬ 
mander. 


The new CRA dramatic activ¬ 
ity at Convair FW needs a name. 
So CRA is offering a $50 mer¬ 
chandise certificate to the person 
who submits the best name for 
the organization. 

All Convair FW families, AF 
personnel on duty at Convair and 
members of their families are 
eligible to enter the contest. Not 
eligible are CRA commissioners 
and their families, nor Dramatic 
Club officers and their families. 

Entries must be postmarked on 
or before midnight Friday, March 


Meetings Continue 
on Selective Service 

A continuing series of confer¬ 
ences designed to keep Convair 
FW division policies in harmony 
with Armed Forces manpower re¬ 
quirements was announced this 
week by R. J. Donnelly, manager 
of Industrial Relations. 

Donnelly said that F. F. Gignil- 
liat, employment supervisor, and 
Paul McClung, plant Selective 
Service representative, will meet 
periodically with each of the Se¬ 
lective Service boards to keep 
them fully informed on essential 
occupations in which Convair 
finds manpower shortages. 


Lady Luck Brings FW 
Mechanic New Auto 

J. H. Stokes, a field and service 
mechanic in Dept. 61 at Convair 
FW, walked hand in hand with 
Lady Luck last week. Stokes’ 
name was drawn from among 
thousands by a Fort Worth home 
appliance firm to make him win¬ 
ner of a 1950 Plymouth sedan. 

“Just dropped my name in a 
box,” said the still-in-a-daze 
Stokes. 

The prize came at a time when 
Stokes and his family welcomed 
a little good luck. It has been a 
sad household since AV 2 -year-old 
James Douglas was stricken with 
polio in the fall. He’s still being 
treated for the disease. 

Equally proud of the new fam¬ 
ily car are Mrs. Stokes and three 
other Stokes children, John Al¬ 
bert, 9; George Henry, 8, and 
Naomi Ruth, 2 1 / 4. The family 
plans to sell their 1946 model 
Ford. 


CRA means Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association and YOU are 
a member! 


16. Winner will be awarded the 
$50 certificate on opening night 
of the group’s first production, 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Guests 
of honor on opening night will be 
the winner and his or her family. 

Judges will be E. G. Crosier, 
CRA welfare commissioner; H. G. 
Starkey, CRA president, and the 
executive board of the dramatic 
club. 

Contestants may fill out the 
entry blank below and mail it to 
the Convair Dramatic Club, c/o 
CRA, Convair, Fort Worth, Tex. 


New Entrance 
to Open Soon 

Rearrangement of parking 
space in the south lot at Convair 
FW is almost complete and open¬ 
ing of the new south entrance is 
scheduled for the near future, ac¬ 
cording to Plant Engineer Frank 
B. Clayton. 

At the same time, Clayton an¬ 
nounced that work on the pedes¬ 
trian underpass beneath Grant’s 
Lane is almost complete and that 
the tunnel should be in use soon. 

Upon completion of work on 
the south .lot, construction work¬ 
ers will move to another lot in 
the program aimed at increasing 
the number of available spaces 
and speeding the flow of traffic 
in and out of the plant. 

Bad weather in the past month 
has hampered all construction 
work at Convair FW. 


Hoover Badminton 
Team Takes Lead 

The Hoover badminton team 
moved into the lead of the SD 
badminton team league at SD last 
week by virtue of a 3-2 win over 
Coronado. Trailing with Coro¬ 
nado are Pt. Loma and Balboa 
Park. Eight matches are yet to 



NAME THE CLUB Contest 

This is my suggestion for naming the Convair Dramatic Club: 


My name is: . . 

Address:' .. 

Phone No.: 

Employee name (if different) .. 

Department: . Ext. 
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FW Club Now 


More than 1 200 members of 
the FW division Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club were on hand to hear 
the first “report from manage¬ 
ment” of Division Manager A. C. 
Esenwein at the club’s February 
meeting. 


Approximately 1,050 members 
ate barbecue dinners bought from 
members’ dues payments as 
prizes which went to sections and 
departments with 100 per cent 
membership in the club. 


E. C. Costantino, president, 
announced that total mmebership 
is 1 974, making the club the 
largest of its type in the nation. 


MOTHER-DAUGHTER TEAM — Kaki Stillman, Convair FW 
Dept. 3-1, looks on while mother, Mary McDaniel, chief telephone 
operator, plugs in call. Mary was first woman employee hired by 
Convair at FW nine years ago. Kaki joined company this month. 

Family Tradition 

'Second Generation' Joins FW's 
No. 1 Woman Employee at Plant 


“Like mother, like daughter” 
turned out to have a special 
meaning for a Convair FW 
mother-daughter team this week. 

Kaki Stillman, Dept. 3-1, made 
news Feb. 5 when she joined her 
mother, Mary McDaniel, chief 
telephone operator at the plant, 
and Convair FW’s first woman 
employee. 

Mary was the first woman 
hired by Convair when the com¬ 
pany opened a division in Fort 
Worth over nine years ago. “Kaki 
was just a little thing, only 11 
years old. Now she’s 20 and has 
a daughter of her own!” says 
Mary. Mary’s other daughter, 
Marybeth, is married to a Con¬ 
vair FW assistant foreman, Ver¬ 
non H. Jones, Dept. 75. 

Kaki (short for Katherine) 
says she has planned to work 
at Convair since she was a 
little girl. “I grew up with the 
idea and when I did come to 
work here I found myself in¬ 
troduced as ‘Mary McDaniel’s 
daughter,’ rather than by my 
own name.” 

Kaki works in the personnel 
section of industrial relations 
because, she confesses, “I don’t 
know a thing about switch¬ 
boards.” 


“You’re right. This car IS 
great on the pickup!” 

(Reprinted from MOTOR.) 


Kaki recalls her mother talking 
of her first days at Convair. “No 
ceilings, doors or even chairs— 
she sat on a box. Guess you 
might call her a Convair pio¬ 
neer.” Mary will complete her 
tenth year at Convair in Decem¬ 
ber and will be the first Convair 
FW woman to receive a 10-year 
pin. 

Besides their jobs, mother 
and daughter share another im¬ 
portant interest — Kaki’s 14- 
months-old daughter Valerie. 
Mary is also “grandmother” to 
the Jones’ Vernon Hugh Jr. 
(Butch)* 3, and Pamela Ann, 2. 
“All future Convair workers,” 
smiles Mary. 


The program, for which Pro¬ 
gram Chairman W. E. Magnuson 
served as master of ceremonies, 
included entertainment by night 
spot performers and a report by 
C. E. Roeder on a National Asso¬ 
ciation of Foremen conference he 
attended at Dayton, Ohio. 


Manino Will Head 
SD Tool Chapter 

A. P. Manino (Dept. 31 SD) 
will be installed March 17 as the 
new chairman of the San Diego 
Chapter (No. 44) of the Ameri¬ 
can Society of Tool Engineers. 

Manino succeeds Gordon Gray 
(Dept. 24). Kermit Seeley (Dept. 
24) is the new vice-chairman, 
succeeding Manino and D. R. 
MacGregor of Rohr is the new 
second vice-chairman, succeeding 
Joe Lederer of Dept. 24. B. R. 
Haile (Dept. 27) succeeds Joe 
Hickman (Dept. 24) as secretary, 
and E. W. Stelmach (Dept. 24) 
was re-elected treasurer. 

Installation ceremonies will be 
at a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner- 
Dance at Casper’s ranch club. 
Tickets may be obtained from 
members. 


FW Girls Join the Hen Studying 
Dots and Dashes in Radio Class 


Fifteen Convair FW radio ama¬ 
teurs, whose jobs vary from elec¬ 
tronic engineering to secretarial 
work, meet one night a week 
under CRA sponsorship to learn 
more about an interest they all 
share—radio code. 

The code class meets at 7:45 
p.m. each Wednesday at the 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp 
Bowie Blvd. CRA Radio Club 
members have been busy for the 
past several months preparing 
for the class and other radio 
activities. Valuable radio equip¬ 
ment has been installed, antennas 
erected, and the club house re¬ 
decorated. 

But now operations are under 
way. The code class is proving 
popular with radio amateurs who 
hope some day to be licensed 
ham operators. 


* 




PRACTICING "DIT DOTS"—Convair FW members of CRA 
Radio Club code class shown in meeting at Ridglea CRA Center. 
In group picture (5-3160), note class mascot "C Q" at code table 
with pencil in mouth. Shown testing new equipment (5-3159) are 
J. M. Murchison, Dept. 75 (foreground) and Lin Keech. Both work 
in Dept. 75. 


And the class has turned out 
to be a family affair. Members 
include J. M. Murchison, Dept. 
75, already a licensed ham, his 
wife, Lillie Mae, Dept. 73, and 
their dog, “C Q,” who has been 
named club mascot. “C Q” likes 
nothing better than to sit at the 
code table chewing on a pencil 
as if ready to receive dots and 
dashes from the ether. 

Lillie Mae confesses that she 
is taking up code in self-defense. 
‘It’s a matter of necessity when 
you live with a ham operator,” 
she says. Murchison hurries home 
from his assembler’s job each 
afternoon to work his 800-watt 
transmitter. 

Other Convair women in the 
predominantly male class include 
Ouita Watkins, Dept. 2-4, Mar¬ 
garet Jenkins, Dept. 9-1, and 
Edith Small, wife of Ted Small, 
Dept. 75. 

Ouita became interested in code 
through Convair’s only licensed 
■woman ham radio operator, 
Johnnie Spencer, Dept. 6. 

By constant study, Ouita hopes 
to have her ham radio license by 
July. When not attending the 
Convair class, she meets with 
other local groups in an effort 
to learn more about radio opera¬ 
tion. 

For the past five years, Mar¬ 
garet has been trying to find 
time to study toward a ham radio 
license. Now that she’s enrolled 
in the code class she, like Ouita, 
hopes to be eligible for a license 
in July. Margaret first became 
interested in radio when she 
worked as an aircraft communi¬ 
cator with the CAA. 

Instructing the code class is 
Lin Keech, Dept. 75, licensed ham 
operator. Other class members 
include: Bob Norton, Dept. 3-8; 
Jon Baptise, Carswell Air Force 
Base; Bill Aiken, Dept. 27-9; 
Jerry Culver; Paul Gatewood, son 
of E. K. Gatewood, Dept. 9-3; 
Bob Bronson, Ted Small, Dept. 
75; J. A. Nelson, Dept. 6-4, and 
Gary Powers, son of Mary 
Powers, Dept. 4. 


ONE TWIN STRICKEN—Though Thomas, left, was untouched, 
Timothy, right, is suffering from rare disease and has been in coma 
more than a month. They are children of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Prast 
(Dept. 3 I SD). 

Convair Family Waits for Twin 
to Emerge From Long Coma 


For more than a month now 
W. F. Prast (Dept. 31 SD) has 
carried a burden that only a par¬ 
ent can fully understand. 

With scarcely any warning last 
month one of his twin sons, Tim¬ 
othy, 27 months old, took violent¬ 
ly ill. Temperature soared to 106 
degrees, followed by partial par¬ 
alysis and a coma. Doctors diag¬ 
nosed his illness as a form of 
encephalitis (inflammation of the 
brain). For weeks the child has 
been in Scripps Memorial Hospi¬ 
tal, La Jolla, his family waiting 
for him to return to conscious¬ 
ness, hoping and praying that 
Timothy has suffered no perma¬ 
nent injury. 

“We still don’t know, and prob¬ 
ably won’t for some time. Re¬ 
cently his temperature came 
down to nearly normal and we 
have hopes,” Prast reported last 
week. 

“Meanwhile, I want to thank 
everyone in my department for 
their kindness. It is deeply ap¬ 
preciated.” 

When word got around this 


month, friends and associates 
quietly started a fund among 
themselves that added up to 
more than $100. They knew how 
heavy the financial drain would 
be and made the gift as an ex¬ 
pression of friendship. 

“That first week of Timothy’s 
illness was a nightmare,” Prast 
recalled. “I took a leave of ab¬ 
sence from the plant and my wife 
and I took turns nursing him at 
the hospital, 12 hours on, 12 off. 
Later, our relatives from North 
Dakota arrived and helped with 
the nursing duties. 

“Financially, our Convair Group 
Insurance has helped materially. 
That takes care of the hospital 
room and part of the expenses. 
We have the best medical care. 

“But regardless of the cost, 
I’m perfectly willing to start all 
over again if we can get Timmy’s 
health back.” 

Prast, who has lived in La Jolla 
for 18 years, joined Convair 10 
years ago. Besides the twins, he 
has a son Ronnie, 9*4, and a 
daughter, Stephanie, 7. 


Success Traced to Use of Books 


on Loan From Convair Library 

When the factory lunch period books than supervisors, according 


whistle blows, one Convair FW 
worker sits on the assembly build¬ 
ing floor, leans against the wall 
and for 45 minutes eats a lunch 
of sandwiches and “Radar Elec¬ 
tronic Fundamentals.” 

The sandwiches answer the 
rumblings from the pit of his 
stomach. The book is a good, 
solid heavy meal for his ambi¬ 
tion. 

His name won’t be mentioned 
because he doesn’t want anything 
made of it, but records in Con¬ 
vair FW’s library show that this 
assembler checks out at least one 
book a week from the library— 
usually on his favorite subject, 
“radar.” And his foreman says 
the ambitious worker has been 
recommended for a promotion. 


to Evelyn, and Inspection and 
Engineering departments are 
leading other departments in pat¬ 
ronizing the library. 

An employee may check out a 
book for a two-week period free 
of charge and read it in the com¬ 
fort of his own home. Subjects 
range from “Applied Time and 
Motion Study” to “Psychology of 
Supervising the Working Wom¬ 
an.” And the library doesn’t 
cater exclusively to men workers. 
“The Private Secretary’s Man¬ 
ual” is popular with feminine 
readers. 


“That’s what we like to hear 
about our best customers,” says 
J. R. Lock, who oversees the edu¬ 
cation library. “We know that 
at least a part of many em¬ 
ployees’ success on the job is due 
to making use of books in the 
Convair library.” 


The education section main¬ 
tains the library in the industrial 
relations department as a service 
and a convenience for all employ¬ 
ees. The library shelves contain 
1,700 books, in addition to pamph¬ 
lets, college catalogs and maga¬ 
zines related to aviation. 


Most popular book with Con¬ 
vair workers, according to Evelyn 
Trotter, is the “Blueprint Man¬ 
ual,” published by Convair. Also 
high on the reading lists are all 
books related to electronics, and 
those on supervision and em¬ 
ployee relations. 

Hourly workers check out more 


LIBRARY CUSTOMER—Evelyn 
Trotter checks out book to G. A. 
Green of Dept. 47, in education 
library at Convair FW. Green, 
who uses library regularly, says 
library is a "good deal" for plant 
workers who want to learn more 
about their jobs. 
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B-36 EXPLOITS RECOGNIZED—For record-making 
performances with B-36s during January, three plaques 
recently were awarded units at Carswell Air Force 
Base. At left FW Division Manager A. C. Esenwein 
presents plaque to Col. R. T. Black, commanding 
Seventh Bomb Group (H), while base commander, 
Brig. Gen. C. S. Irvine beams. At right are Col. C. W. 
Fite, former commander of 436th Bomb Squadron, 
and Col. W. R. Calhoun Jr., deputy commander of 
Eleventh Bomb Group, who accepted plaques for 
their units. 


These scenes were taken during flig.ht to England 
for which Eleventh Bomb Group (H) was honored. 
First B-36 flight to foreign soil, six bombers made 
round-trip. Top photo shows B-36 at English base with 
Royal Air Force "Meteor" jet fighter alongside. Lower 
picture shows B-36D being serviced at Limestone Air 
Force Base, Maine, on way over, where all planes 
stopped before trying Atlantic Crossing. Return flight 
from England to Carswell, however, was made non¬ 
stop.—Pictures by 1st Lt. R. E. Gerlach, Carswell 
photo officer. 


Another plaque went to 436th Bomb 
Squadron as first squadron to fly B-36s more 
than 400 hours in a month. This is one of 
unit's planes, BM-Q66, which established an 
outstanding record while at Carswell. Shown 
alongside are members of ground mainte¬ 
nance crew that made its record possible. 
This airplane now is at San Diego for re¬ 
conversion into B-36D model.—Carswell AFB 
photo. 


'Queen' of Model Bs Snds 
Proud Tew of Af Duty 


Airmen at Carswell Air Force 
Base, Fort Worth, are glad that 
the B-36B they know as “Zero- 
sixty-six” soon will be sporting 
all the latest gimmicks of the 
newer model Ds. 

But they won’t soon forget 
066’s record as a model B. 

The airplane completed her last 
mission as a model B bomber for 
the 436th bomb squadron of the 
7th Bomb Group when she touch¬ 
ed her wheels at San Diego, Feb. 
7. She is now being converted. 

Before she left Carswell, 
however, she wrote a record 
considered by her proud crew¬ 
men to be so outstanding as to 
make her the undisputed 
“queen” of the B’s. 

Her 750 hours of flight time 
topped all other B models at 
Carswell, and she consistently 
was among the leading aircraft 


in flying hours month after 
month. In addition, she had 
fewer missions incompleted than 
any other aircraft in the squad¬ 
ron. 

It was this airplane which was 
the first to fly the “engine carry¬ 
ing nacelles” built to transport 
up to four B-36 power plants. 
Her first engine-carrying mission 
took her from Carswell to Fair- 
field-Suisun in California. 

A month later she outdid her¬ 
self by carrying four engines to 
Hickam AF Base, Hawaii. 

Flight crews paid high tribute 
to the ground maintenance men 
who kept her in tip-top shape 
until she was ready to go to SD 
to get the Model D works, includ¬ 
ing addition of four jet engines 
and other improvements which 
will make 066 an even better air¬ 
plane. 



PERMANENT FIXTURE—Convair's PBYs did lot of jobs for 
Navy during World War II, but this is first time one ever served 
as museum wall! U. S. Navy photo shows ship as part of survival 
exhibit at Naval Air Training Center in Florida. 


PBY Gets a Permanent Berth 
at Pensacola as Museum Wall 


Proof that the U. S. Navy 
hasn’t forgotten the Convair- 
built PBY flying boat came from 
Pensacola, Fla., this week. 

Although helicopters are re¬ 
placing the “Cats” for search and 
rescue work, there is at least one 
that is occupying a “permanent” 
position at Pensacola, the Navy’s 
great air training center. It is 
really permanent, too, for the 
plane forms one whole wall of the 
base’s “survival museum”! 

“All that was removed was 
one wing,” the Navy reports. 
“The remainder of the airplane, 


wing, empennage et al are part 
of the exterior of the building.” 

When first installed, the wing 
was partly filled with concrete 
and moored with heavy wires. 
When the wind blew up a bit the 
whole building almost became 
airborne! 

Life sized dummies populate 
the plane’s interior to illustrate 
first aid and battle dressings, use 
of oxygen and other phases of 
survival. 


A Convair job is a military 
trust. Keep it quiet. 


United Air Lines Orders 30 New Model 
Convair-Liners For Delivery in 1952 


(Continued from page 1) 

also as an alternate plane for 
four-engine equipment, providing 
the high speeds and comfort of¬ 
fered by long-range transports. 
In addition, the transport can be 
used for feeder-line operations.” 


stalled with a minimum of modi¬ 
fication and expense as soon as 
gas turbine engines are available 
for commercial operation. Struc¬ 
turally, the 340 will be capable 
of flying at much higher speeds 
than will be possible in normal 


operation with the piston engines. 
Airlines, therefore, will be able 
to utilize their fleets of 340 trans¬ 
ports for many years, taking full 
advantage of developments in 
powerful gas turbine engines, 
Odium said. 


Wingspan of the 340 is 105 
feet 8 inches, compared with 91 
feet 9 inches for the 240, an in¬ 
crease of 13 feet 11 inches. Wing 
area is 920 square feet compared 
with 817 square feet in the 240 
wing. 

“This increase of approximate¬ 
ly 13 per cent in wing area is one 
of the most important advance¬ 
ments in the new model,” Odium 
added. “The extra area, together 
with a new wing flap system, will 
give the plane outstanding per¬ 
formance for operation from 
smaller airports.” 

Odium said the 340 wing, with 
a greater area in newly designed 
panels outboard of engine nacel¬ 
les, combined with an increased 
aspect ratio (12 compared with 
10 on the 240), makes it possible 
to increase takeoff gross weight 
3,200 pounds over the 41,790- 
pound gross weight of the 240. 

A substantial improvement in 
payload capacity and range over 
the 240 is made possible with the 
new wing. For the same range, 
the 340 can carry approximately 
2,000 pounds more payload at 
higher cruising speeds. The 340 
will climb faster and to higher 
altitudes than the 240. The extra 
wing area also increases fuel ca¬ 
pacity 150 gallons. Integral fuel 
tanks carry 1,700 gallons com¬ 
pared with the 1,550-gallon ca¬ 
pacity of the latest 240 version 

The two 2,4C0-hp Pratt & 
Whitney CB series engines im¬ 
prove performance because of al¬ 
lowable higher cruising powers. 
The CB engines develop takeoff 
power to much higher altitudes, 
thus improving takeoff perform¬ 
ance at high altitudes, Odium 
explained. At the same weight 
and power settings, and for maxi¬ 
mum range conditions, the 340 
will cruise approximately eight 
miles an hour faster than the 240. 

Other changes will include an 
improved air conditioning and 
pressurization system; a com¬ 
pletely new electrical system; a 
forward entrance stairway on the 
left side of the fuselage (rather 
than on the right as in the 
standard 240); longer and com¬ 
pletely new landing gear; rede¬ 
signed strut and wheels for in¬ 
stallation of a Decelostat unit to 
extend life of tires by preventing 
skidding. 

The 340 is being designed so 
that turboprop engines can be in¬ 



IMPROVEMENTS—These sketches illustrate changes which will 
be incorporated in new Convair-Liner 340s, making, them largest 
and finest twin-engine medium-range transports ever ordered by 
airlines. Planes initially will be powered by two 2400-hp Pratt and 
Whitney engines, but are being specifically designed to use pow¬ 
erful turboprop engines later. 
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Convair FW Teams Among Best 
as Annual Tourney Under Way 


Three five-man Convair FW 
bowling teams placed among the 
first 10 teams in the Class B 
division of the 24th annual South¬ 
western Bowling Association 
tournament as the first of five 
week-ends of play ended Feb. 18. 

The regular Convair bowling 
team finished second with a 2,796 
behind a strong five from Lub¬ 
bock, Tex. 

The Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation’s team No. 5 ended up in 
fifth place in the Class B five- 
man team play with a score of 
2,646. 


ALL-PLANT CHAMP—W. C. 
Woody) Henderson, all - plant 
Dowling champion at Convair 
-W, is among all-events men to 
seat in Southwestern Bowling 
Association Invitational tourna¬ 
ment at Fort Worth. 

Bombers Featured 
in 'March of Time’ 

The Strategic Air Command, 
Carswell Air Force Base and 
B-36 bombers are featured in a 
“March of Time” movie short 
now being produced by Time, Inc. 
A crew of seven movie photog¬ 
raphers and writers spent last 
week at Carswell doing a pic¬ 
ture story on a typical air force 
B-36 crew. 


CRA team No. 6 also stayed 
among the top 10 by scoring 
2,595 to rank in ninth place. 

Joe Shuter was the hottest 
Convair bowler during the week¬ 
end. Shuter was on the second- 
place team along with W. C. Hen¬ 
derson, H. G. Starkey, A. J. Flet¬ 
cher and Capt. J. L. Browning. 

Shuter came in ninth with a 
score of 586 in the Class B sin¬ 
gles and chalked up a score of 
1,625 to stay among the leaders 
in the Class B all-events division. 

A. J. Fletcher finished ninth 
with a score of 607 ahead of A1 
Damico in the Class A singles. 
Damico had a score of 602. 

W. Ravenscroft scored a 565 
to remain in the running in the 
Class B singles. 

W. Klabunde finished fifth in 
the Class B all-events with a 
week-end score of 1,701. 

The tournament continues for 
two days each week-end for the 
next four weeks. 


FW'S CRA Considers 
Little League Ball 

Would you like to help your 
youngster and other Convair FW 
youngsters get into organized 
league baseball ? 

Convair Recreation Association 
is ready to consider sponsoring 
“little league” baseball for Con¬ 
vair FW sons 12 years old and 
under—if enough Convair FW 
families are interested. 

H. G. Starkey, Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association president, says 
that CRA will consider sponsor¬ 
ing a four-team league under- 
official sanction of the national 
“Little League Baseball, Inc.,” 
organization if enough Convair 
employees are interested in help¬ 
ing the teams along, and enough 
Convair sons register for play. 

If you’re interested, telephone 
the CRA office, Ext. 5141, and 
ask that your name and depart¬ 
ment be listed as a backer of 
little league baseball. If enough 
register, you’ll be invited to at¬ 
tend a meeting to discuss plans^ 


1 Kay Dickson Honored 

at Farewell Party 

The Flamingo Room in the 
House of Hospitality, Balboa 
Park, was the setting for a des¬ 
sert-bingo party the evening of 
Feb. 16 when Kay Dickson, Dept. 
6 SD, was complimented by a 
; group of her department friends. 

Occasion was to say farewell 
to Kay who is leaving San Diego 
to make her home in Seattle. 
She was presented with a travel¬ 
ing case. 


INTERLUDE—Relaxing before bingo game at recent party hon¬ 
oring Kay Dickson (Dept. 6 SD) are: Back row, left to right, Anita 
Lenger, Naomi Viegas, Fae Eilers, Louise Long, Betty Hovland, 
Hazel Stone, Marge Hulquist, Mary Horning, Virginia Gordon. 
Front row, Marie Bowles, Betty Bickston, Kay Dickson, Mary Todd, 
Doris Arnott, Amy Locke. All are from Dept. 6. 


FAREWELL DINNER—Miriam Nylin and Leona Cadwalader 
(Dept. 6 SD) who recently left Convair are entertained at dinner 
party. Seated at table are: Jane Fransioli, Amy Locke, Mary 
Horning, Marie Kellogg, Mary Fitzsimmons, Miriam Nylin and 
Leona Cadwalader (guests of honor), "D. B." Burke, Hazel Stone, 
Nancy Scholder, Rowena Swift, Marjorie Hulquist, Mary Hardy, 
all of Dept. 6. Not shown in picture is Anne Fransioli. 


Engineering Girls 
Honored at Dinner 

When Miriam Nylin and Leona 
Cadwalader, both popular em¬ 
ployees of Engineering (Dept. 6 
SD), resigned recently to accom¬ 
pany their husbands to other 
localities, it was the signal for 
twelve of their department 
friends to honor them with a 
farewell dinner at Valle’s res¬ 
taurant. 

Both girls had been with Con¬ 
vair for several years. 

Attending the dinner were 
Miriam Nylin and Leona Cad¬ 
walader, the guests of honor; 
Jane Fransioli, Anne Fransioli, 
Amy Locke, Mary Horning, Mary 
Fitzsimmons, Hazel Stone, “D. 
B.” Burke, Marie Kellogg, Mary 
Hardy, Nancy Scholder, Rowena 
Swift and Marjorie Hulquist, all 
of Dept. 6. 

The girls presented Miriam 
with a sugar and creamer set 
while Leona received a covered 
vegetable dish. 


SD’s Grace Kylstad 
Chooses Navy Man 

Grace Kylstad (Dept. 9 SD) 
and Charles L. Karn, USN, were 
married Sunday, Feb. 18, in the 
North Chapel at the Naval Train¬ 
ing Center, San Diego. The bride 
was given in marriage by Huston 
Johnson, a friend of the family. 
She was attended by her sister, 
Ida Christenson, also of Dept. 9. 
William Butler, USN, served as 
best man. A reception followed 
at the home of her sister. 

Department friends of the 
bride presented her with a pres¬ 
sure cooker. 


SMU to Start 


DOUBLES CONTENDERS—Here are two top FW teams who 
are threats in Southwestern Bowling Association tournament. Upper 
photo shows A. J. Baskin, left, and A. J. Fletcher. Below are Joe 
Shuter, left, and J. L. Browning. 


SURPRISED—Before leaving for wedding, Grace Kylstad (Dept. 
9 SD) was presented with pressure cooker by friends. Watching 
are, left to right, Marcia Ries, Jo Ann Molitor, Betty Singer, Eleanor 
Welter, Ann O'Brien, Edythe Strohmier, Barbara Keenan, Evadna 
Runcel, Thelma Gilbert. 


'Surviving Alumni' of 1941 Inspection Class 
Hold Reunion at San Diego on Anniversary 


A group of Convair SD inspec¬ 
tors last month started what they 
hope will be an annual event. 

They are the remaining mem¬ 
bers of a class of 25 that gradu¬ 
ated in January, 1941, from the 
San Diego Vocational School and 
went to work at Convair as in¬ 
spectors on Jan. 22. Of the char¬ 


ter members, a search turned up 
only eight still with the company. 

The eight held a reunion last 
month on their “anniversary” and 
among guests were Larry Boe¬ 
ing, class instructor, now a La 
Mesa automobile man. They hope 
to make the reunion an annual 
event. 


TEN YEARS LATER—On Jan. 22, 1941, a class of 25 from San 
Diego Vocational School joined Convair SD as inspectors. Those 
who are left held a "reunion" last month. Left to right, Yale Nali 
boff, R. Brown, Eric Callard, Hal Morgan, Larry Boeing, Dave 
Archibald, Ernie Chavez, A. L. Sack, Don Seaburg, Reginald 
Sanchez. All are with Convair except Brown and Boeing. 


Plant Classes 

Southern Methodist University 
will soon bring the college class¬ 
room to Convair FW. SMU, in 
cooperation with the Convair FW 
Education and Engineering de¬ 
partments, will offer courses at 
the plant leading to Master of 
Sciences degrees in either me¬ 
chanical or electrical engineering. 

Any Convair FW employee 
with the necessary academic 
qualifications is eligible to take 
the graduate courses. Classes 
will be held in plant conference 
rooms after working hours. They 
will begin as soon as students 
can be registered. 

Classes will be taught by SMU 
instructors and no campus work 
will be required. Entrance re¬ 
quirements for the classes will be 
the same as for on-campus work. 

Those interested in attending 
the graduate school may contact 
B. E. Lambert, ext. 5245 in the 
education office. Engineering 
personnel may contact Rex Col- 
linsworth, ext. 2232. 


Jet Engine Cutaway 
Will be Exhibited 

A cutaway model of the J-47 
jet engine (four of which are 
used in jet pods on B-36s) is 
scheduled to go on exhibit at Con¬ 
vair FW March 1 and 2. 

The model is being shown by 
its maker, General Electric Co. 
The model is powered, and when 
in operation shows many of the 
moving parts in action as they 
are when a jet engine is actually 
running. 

The exhibit may be viewed dur¬ 
ing lunch or after work on the 
west side of the cafeteria. 
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SD Hoop Teams 
Top Leagues 

Convair SD basketball teams 
were either leading their leagues 
this week or in close contention 
for leadership. 

In the tough competition of the 
metropolitan league Convair has 
pulled a startling comeback after 
a slow start and come from 
fourth position to a tie for the 
league lead. After dropping their 
first and third games (to Fire 
Dept, and Keystone Clothiers), 
Convair has been undefeated and 
has avenged both defeats. 

Barring upsets, Convair ap¬ 
peared to be fairly certain of at 
least a playoff for municipal 
league leadership. The two other 
contenders, Keystone and Fire 
Dept., play each other tomorrow 
night at Balboa Park. Mean¬ 
while, Convair plays Clementine 
lcDuff tonight at the Balboa 
gym. 

In the industrial league the 
Eagles are well in front with 
seven wins and a single loss. The 
Bombers were upset in the 
municipal league last week by 
Imperial Beach, 45-40, and top¬ 
pled out of a tie for first place. 
The Bombers now have seven 
wins, three losses. 

Convair Boxer 
Goes to Finals 

Welterweight Frank Dunnagan, 
Dept. 46 assembler, proved to be 
the best of all Convair FW box¬ 
ers last week as he fought his 
way to the finals of the Texas 
State Golden Gloves tournament 
before losing a decision. 

The soft-spoken riveter won his 
fourth regional title in as many 
tries and won three fights in the 
mammoth state tournament be¬ 
fore losing to State Champion 
Dunnie Blumenthal of Beaumont. 

Dunnagan opened his title bid 
with a three-round decision over 
George Villa of El Paso. Steady 
punching won him a semi-final 
berth as he outpointed Alfred 
Rogers of Harlingen. 

The semi-final battle was one 
of the toughest Dunnagan faced. 
He met Jack Woodruff, of Dallas, 
runner-up in the welter ranks in 
1950. Dunnagan counterpunched 
his way past the rugged Wood¬ 
ruff into the finals. 

The finals was another heated 
battle with the split decision 
going to Blumenthal after a fast 
three rounds. 

Clyde Daniels, Dept. 44 assem¬ 
bler, found the going tough in his 
first bout in the state tourna¬ 
ment. He lost a three-round deci¬ 
sion to Milam Rowald of Bryan, 
who lost in the lightweight finals. 



MIGHTY BLOW—Frank Dun¬ 
nagan, Convair FW Dept. 46 
assembler, lands hard right to 
body of Alfred Rogers in the 
quarter-finals of Texas Golden 
Gloves tournament at Fort 
Worth. Frank outpointed his op¬ 
ponent and advanced to state 
finals.—Star-Telegram photos. 




SAN DIEGO'S BOMBERS —When these photos were taken 
Bombers were fighting for lead in Municipal league, but lost 53-34 
to Kappa Alpha. Group picture shows standing left to right, 
Albert Majomut, H. B. McIntosh, Bruce Dryman, K. R. Erb, kneeling, 
Jim Blackwell, Nick Ferguson, Ray Wodarczak, "Bud" Harris. In 
action shots Majomut shoots successfully and Ferguson snags one 
on rebound. 


Season's Last is Crucial Game 
For Fort Worth Girl Hoopsters 


Only one game last week stood 
letween the Convair FW girls’ 
lasketball team and a berth in 
he state TAAF girls’ tournament 
X Amarillo in March. 

The girls were to take on Pop 
Viliam’s sextet Feb. 23 in the 
inal game of the season for all 
earns engaged in the girls’ 
eague. 

The Convair feminine point- 
nakers were trailing the power- 


FW Bowling 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 
Team w ^ 

Rexair Kings . 61 31 

Machine Shop . 60 32 

All-Eventers .. 54 38 

American Legion . 53 39 

Tooling Huskies . 52 40 

Smitty’s Crew . 49 43 

Jobes Grocery & Market. 48 44 

B & F Garage . 46 46 

Conversion . 44 48 

Machinists No. 776 . 44 48 

Jet Pods . 43 49 

Barney’s Cafe . 40 52 

Buggy Wheelers . 40 52 

Rios Tailors . 38 54 

Hot Rods . 35 57 

Late Starts .-. 29 63 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Louis Daiches Jewelers . 53 35 

Southwest Trophy Co. 52 36 

Brantley’s Flowers . 50 38 

Bob Fulghum Humble Oil. 48 40 

Bill Harris Insurance . 45 43 

Juniors . 37 51 

Firestone Tires . 35 53 

Sam Watson Humble . 32 56 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 
Team W L 

Jetomics . 62 26 

Trouble Shooters . 56 32 

Wing Dings . 53 35 

Hedge Hoppers . 48 40 

Drag Counts . 46 42 

Hard Heads . 43 45 

Abra Cadabras . 43 45 

Atomizers . 43 45 

Jug Heads . 42 42 

Friendly Five . 41 47 

Po Slokes . 41 47 

Z-ions . 40 48 

Hecklers . 40 48 

Framers . 38 50 

Wemist . 35 49 

Honey Pots . 29 59 

740 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Dundee . 50 30 

Wynn’s Oil . 48 32 

Team No. 2. 47 33 

I. A.M. 46 34 

Phillip’s Place . 41 39 

White’s Texaco . 41 39 

Rodeo .Shop . 37 43 

Old Plantation . 37 43 

J. J. Parks. 37 43 

Team No. 10. 32 48 

Team No. 7. 32 48 

Team No. 4. 28 52 

675 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Writers . 54 30 

Majestic Reproduction . 47 37 

Industrial Engineering . 44 40 

Woodmill . 44 40 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 42 42 

Tooling I.... 38 46 

Contracts . 34 50 

Accounting . 33 51 


ful A1 Wooten Motorettes as the 
second half of loop play neared 
a close. Wooten copped the first 
half crown with the Convair girls 
taking second. 

The state tournament extends 
a bid to the first and second 
place teams in the Forth Worth 
girls’ league so victory over the 
Pop Pulliam team would cinch a 
second place bid for the Convair 
FW girls. 

The girls measured the Mer- 
chanettes, 38-29, and then de¬ 
feated Stephen’s Chevrolet, 31-19, 
in other league action. 

The girls closed out their ex¬ 
hibition play for the season last 
week by dumping the Millsap 
girls, 51-12. 

The ferns have won three 
games and lost only to the A1 
Wooten team in the second half 
of league play. 


SD Bowlers to Vie 
March 17 For Titles 


Convair SD’s annual plant 
bowling championship will take 
place March 17 and 18 at Pacific 
Recreation. 

CRA Commissioner Mike 
Brooks and the assistant com¬ 
missioner, Jim Hayman, said that 
team play would start off the 
program about 6:30 p.m. Satur¬ 
day (March 17) and would be fol¬ 
lowed next day by doubles and 
singles events. 

“Entry fees are $2 for each 
event. Of this sum, $1.10 goes 
toward the bowling and 90 cents 
for prize money,” Brooks explain¬ 
ed. “Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion will contribute all the 
trophies.” 

There will be suitable trophies 
for both scratch and handicap 
winners in team and singles 
events and special trophies for 
women bowlers, in case there are 
enough entries to justify separate 
events. 

Virtually all of last year’s 


champions will be on hand to de¬ 
fend their crowns. Rudy Malo, 
all-events champ in 1950 will be 
on hand as will plant champion 
Elmer Aus, who won the scratch 
singles title last year. So will the 
champion scratch doubles team 
of Brooks and Hayman. 

At least a dozen major con¬ 
tenders are expected for the sin¬ 
gles crowns headed by Craig 
Lent (Dept. 22) who is probably 
the outstanding favorite. Not 
long ago he was picked as San 
Diego’s “bowler of the year.” He 
did not compete last year but will 
be rolling in this championship. 

Also expected to be high up in 
the standings are such keglers as 
Steve Mettler (a 1949 champion), 
Emanuel DiGiulio (current top 
bowler in plant leagues), Owen 
Nunamaker, Ralph Weide, Merle 
Sullens, Dom Palumbo, Lloyd 
Stuckey, Tom Chadwick, Bob 
Mansfield and a “dark horse,” 
Scotty Rutherford. 


Playoffs Dime a Dozen' at FW 
in Race for Plant Hoop Title 


The going got more than some¬ 
what complicated last week as 
Convair FW basketball play went 
into second half and league play¬ 
offs on all fronts. 

The plant championship looms 
at the end of the road for the 
team able to make the grade and 
Convair Recreation Association 
will award individual trophies to 
each man on the plant’s top team. 

Both the first and second shift 
Convair leagues wound up sec¬ 
ond half of play in a three-way 
tie for the first place slot. Depts. 
47, 30-31, and 6 launched play¬ 
offs in the first shift league. 
Dept. 47, Tooling and Special 
Projects met for the right to 
meet the first half winner for the 
top spot in the second shift loop. 

The second half winners met 
the first half champs this week 
to name the league champs that 
were to vie for the plant cham¬ 
pionship. 

Last Thursday saw Depts. 47 
and 30-31 meeting in the first of 


the playoff games. The pinner 
took on Dept. 6 Friday ffc>r the 
second half top spot in the first 
shift league. 

The second shift held a sudden 
death playoff series Thursday 
with Dept. 47 and Tooling play¬ 
ing the first game and the win¬ 
ner meeting Special Projects. 

Bad weather caused Dept. 47 to 
forfeit a game to Dept. 6 on Feb. 
13. Depts. 44-45 and 50 failed to 
appear for their game on the 
same night. Depts. 30-31 dropped 
Dept. 14-2 by a score of 50-27 in 
the only game played. 

Feb. 20 saw Dept. 6 move by 
Dept. 50, 31-22, Depts. 44-45 
measure Dept. 14-2 by 44-25, and 
Dept. 47 come back to stop Depts. 
30-31 in a 35-30 victory. 

The Tooling Termites of the 
American league moved along 
without a defeat in the past two 
weeks of play. The Termites 
beat Haltom City’s Independents, 
51-43, and won a forfeit game 
over H. H. Perry. 


SCRAMBLING—At left, C. R. Hall (center) and D. M. Peterson, right, retrieve ball for Dept. 47 
FW as Coy Perkins, Tooling, tries to break in. Play was in second shift loop at FW in upset game 
won by Tooling 49-44. Photo at right shows Perkins making one-hand shot against Dept. 47. Others 
in picture include Billy Carruth, Tooling, B. F. Boyd, Dept. 47, F. L. Johnson, Tooling, and Hall 
of Deot. 47. 
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CONVAIR EXAMINES THE BOOKS FOR 1950 


Accountants are inclined to speak a language of their 
own. To them a table of figures studded with such 
terms as "net income" and "paid-in surplus" is as clear as 


crystal. To the layman-and to CONVAIRIETY'S editors- 
it is perhaps not so clear. Hence this simplified inter¬ 
pretation of the 1950 Annual Report: 


U.S. AIR FORCE 


COMMERCIAL 

SALES 


OUR. 

SALES 

DOLLAR 



This is what was "left over." It is about 4 per 
cent of total sales and although not large by com¬ 
parison, it is more than last year. (Because of losses 
in previous years, Convair was relieved of paying 
income taxes in 1950. Had it not been for this 
factor, 1950 net income would have been only about 
2 Vi per cent of sales.) Beginning 1946 Convair had 
a comfortable surplus built up over profitable years. 
But 1946, 1947 and 1948 all showed losses. Not until 
1949 did the company return to the black. We 
continued "in the black" in 1950. 


Net income, profit—call it what you 
like—this is most important item in any 
annual report. It is the thermometer of 
health. Without it, no company can 
operate long. After everyone is paid 
—employees, material men, Uncle Sam 
—this is what's left after the year. 

Added to what is in the bank carried forward from previous years, this becomes 
the surplus, from which must come the new tools to replace old ones; money 
for research to keep ahead of competitors; reserves for "rainy days"; and 
"rent" (or dividends) we owe stockholders whose investments bought our plant? 
and tools. 
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New Engineering 
Test Lab Set to Get 
Under Way in April 

Construction Work on Convair FW’s new $650,000 
engineering test laboratory is now set to get under way 
the first week in April, Plant Engineer Frank B. Clayton 
said this week. 


When completed in August, the 
test lab will give Convair one of 
the most complete aircraft test¬ 
ing laboratories in the nation. 

Quisle Construction Co. has 
been awarded a $206,000 contract 
to perform construction work on 
the new unit inside the north 
portion of the experimental build¬ 
ing. The test lab will have 45,000 
square feet of working space as 
compared to the 15,000 now in 
use, says Clayton. Remainder of 
the $650,000 expenditure will be 
for new equipment and installa¬ 
tion. 

The new unit will be complete 
with the latest types of scien¬ 
tific equipment for testing en¬ 
vironmental factors in the B-36. 

“Environmental testing” refers 
to the testing of B-36 equipment, 
parts, and components under dif¬ 
ferent atmospheric conditions the 
B-36 is likely to encounter at any 
spot on the globe. 

One of the most important 
instruments to be installed in 
the new test lab is a new alti¬ 
tude chamber simulating 
flights up to 80,000 feet at a 
temperature of 100 degrees be¬ 
low zero. 

Present testing equipment 
simulates altitudes up to 60,000 
feet with temperatures of 75 
degrees below zero. 

Ground and mezzanine floors 
will allow lab technicians to work 


Gorton to Assist Turner 
In FW Public Relations 

The appointment of Richard 
Gorton as assistant to Loyd L. 
Turner, manager of public re¬ 
lations, Fort Worth Division, was 
announced March 5 by Hudson 
Phillips, director of public re¬ 
lations. 

Gorton until coming to Convair 
was assistant city editor of the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. He 
is a journalism graduate of the 
University of Missouri, and be¬ 
fore joining the Star-Telegram 
had newspaper experience on the 
**Fort Worth Press, and in Corpus 
Christi and San Marcos, Texas. 


on the same parts at various 
levels. 

An overhead crane inside the 
lab will handle the heavier com¬ 
ponents to be tested. 

Most of the area to be occupied 
by the new building has been 
cleared and the contractor will 
begin moving equipment in the 
latter part of this week to begin 
work. 

Convair Experience 
Helps Standardize 
AF B-36 Procedure 

Three Air Force crews are now 
flying FW-built RB-36 reconnais¬ 
sance airplanes from Travis Air 
Force base at Fairfield-Suisun, 
Calif., according to a report from 
Ray Fitzgerald, Convair FW 
Flight Standardization super¬ 
visor. 

Air Force training crews, with 
co-operation from Fitzgerald and 
E. J. Nadolski, Convair FW first 
flight engineer, are continuing to 
check out additional RB-36 flight 
crews on regular schedules. 

First squadron to check out at 
Travis was the 23rd, commanded 
by Lt. E. L. Johnson. Major G. H. 
Johnston is Squadron Operations 
officer. 

Fitzgerald and Nadolski cur¬ 
rently are under assignment from 
B. A. Erickson, manager of 
Flight, to work with Air Force 
specialists whose job it is to see 
that all AF crews flying B-36s 
are following the same standard 
operating procedures. 

The veteran Convair pilot and 
flight engineer are in a position 
to give Air Force crews the bene¬ 
fit of all the know-how developed 
by Convair people in the hun¬ 
dreds of B-36 flights made since 
the first flight of the B-36. 

“With this information in 
hand,” says Erickson, “we hope 
to help the Air Force to obtain 
optimum performance from the 
B-36s and RB-36s under all con¬ 
ceivable operating conditions.” 



FIRST SQUADRON—Ray Fitzgerald, right, supervisor of flight 
standardization at Convair FW, congratulates Lt. Col. E. L. John¬ 
son, commanding officer of the 23rd Squadron, on being the first 
squadron at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., to check out on the 
RB-36 under Convair's standardization program. Looking on is 
Major G. H. Johnson, operations officer of the 23rd Squadron. 



FIRST AT FW—Division Man¬ 
ager A. C. Esenwein, left, pins 
first 25-year pin ever presented 
at FW to Matt Hilger, Dept. 
31-2, as Convair Vice-President 
R. H. Biron looks on. 

Matt Hilger Gets 
First 25-Year Pin 
Presented at FW 

Although the Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion doesn’t start its second dec¬ 
ade of service to the nation until 
April 18, 1951, one Convair man 
is over half through with his 
third decade of working for Con¬ 
vair and its parent organiza¬ 
tions. 

Matt Hilger, Dept. 31-2, be¬ 
came the first FW division em¬ 
ployee ever to win a Convair 25- 
year pin when he received the 
diamond studded service emblem 
from Division Manager A. C. 
Esenwein. 

The award entered Hilger into 
a select group of 16 Convair peo¬ 
ple who have served 25 or more 
years with the company and its 
predecessors. 

A native of Germany, Hilger 
first came to the United States 
in 1926. He became a naturalized 
citizen in 1931. 

Hilger started to work for 
Stinson Aircraft in March, 1926, 
when the entire company was 
composed of 35 or 40 people 
working at a Northville, Mich., 
plant. 

He transferred to the Allen¬ 
town, Pa., division of Convair in 
1945 and then to the Nashville, 
Tenn., Convair division later that 
year. 

Hilger returned to the Stinson 
division in 1945 and then joined 
Convair SD in 1948. 


Convair Crews Set Quick Engine 
Change Record in Demonstration 

A quick-change artist never had things so well organized 
as did Convair FW shop crews and Engineering personnel 
last week when they were called upon to demonstrate the 
quick engine-change characteristics of the new B-36 
Model F bomber. 


Not only did they demonstrate 
those characteristics, but they 
also set a new record while they 
were at it. 

They pulled the prop, pulled 
the new R-4360-53 engine, set it 
on a platform, then re-installed 
the engine and prop—all in the 
elapsed time of four hours and 
42 minutes. 

This compares to between five 
and six hours as the best time 
ever made by a Convair crew in 
the past. 

The quick engine change 
demonstration was performed for 
the Air Materiel Command’s 
“689 Board.” The 18-man board 
from Wright-Patterson AF base, 
Dayton, Ohio, was headed by Lt. 
Col. J. P. Ferrey, Maj. A. P. 
Gandy and H. A. Sullivan. 

Representing the Air Force or¬ 
ganization at Convair FW were 
Lt. Col. C. Savage, Maj. A. J. 
Middleton and Tom H. Pretorius. 

Directing the project on behalf 
of Engineering department were 
J. T. Cosby, assistant project 
engineer, and W. M. Slifer, de¬ 
sign engineer. 

Supervising the actual change 
was W. J. Johnson, final assem¬ 
bly (Dept. 50) foreman. 

The “689 Board” was sent to 
FW division by AMC to inspect 
the actual installation of the new 
—53 engines on the Model F 
bomber, and to pass on the instal¬ 
lation from such standpoints 
as serviceability, maintenance, 
safety and the like. 

In preparation for the engine 
change demonstration, John¬ 
son’s crew moved the airplane 
to the north end of the develop¬ 
ment hangar, roped it off to 
bar unauthorized personnel, 
then proceeded to make the 
airplane, the work stands and 
the area as spic and span as 
a first sergeant ready for a 
four-star general’s inspection. ’ 

With the 18-member board on 
hand, Foreman C. F. Fitzjarrald’s 
prop crew went to work. As¬ 
sistant Foreman M. Utley called 
the signals while D. K. Gregroy 
(Continued on Page 2) 



FIRST STICKER—Eloise Shef¬ 
field, Dept. 20-1, shows H. E. 
Harrison, Dept. 27-2, proper way 
to apply 30-60 decal to his car. 
FW Convair Management Club 
is sponsoring the division's 30-60 
safe-driving campaign. 

FW Management 
Club to Launch 
Safety Drive 

Convair Management Club 
members will launch a “Town 
and Country 30-60 Safety Club” 
membership drive April 2 at FW 
division, according to Club Presi¬ 
dent Ernie Costantino. 

The safety campaign is part 
of a national drive to encourage 
driving under 30 on city streets 
and under 60 on the nation’s 
highways. 

Windshield stickers promoting 
the 30-60 drive will go to each 
person pledging a dollar to the 
campaign. 

The money will be used locally 
to further school and traffic 
safety programs. Employees in¬ 
terested in aiding the campaign 
may contact their supervisor to 
purchase pledges. 

All funds will be turned over 
to the Fort Worth Safety Council 
to further the city’s safe-driving 
campaign. 


He came to the FW division in 
1950 and now serves as a third 
shift assistant foreman in charge 
of Metlbonding cowlings for B-36 
engines. 


New Working Hours 
For 1800 at Convair FW 

More than 1,800 Convair FW 
division employees had new 
working hours this week—and the 
remainder had several hundred 
less cars to contend with during 
the first shift traffic peak pe¬ 
riods. 

The 1,800, mostly office people 
working in the Administration 
building and Engineering depart¬ 
ment, now are starting to work 
at 8:00 a.m. instead of the 7:00 
a.m. start hour formerly in effect 
throughout the entire plant. 

Those starting at 8:00 a.m. end 
their working day at 4:45 p.m. 

The new schedule for the 1,800 
employees is on a trial basis 
until April 15. A decision will be 
made at that time as to whether 
the arrangement will be con¬ 
tinued, and on whether some 
other employees may also be 
placed on the new schedule. 

There is no plan for any change 
of over-all division work sched¬ 
ules. 



FIRST FLIGHT SHOT—America's first turboprop transport, the 
Convair Turboliner, was photographed last week during shakedown 
flights prior to delivery to Allison Division of General Motors Corp. 
Flights thus far have been successful in testing flight characteristics 
and mechanical operation of various units. Plane has been oper¬ 
ating at Brown Field, near Chula Vista, but now is at Lindbergji 
Field, San Diego. Crew for the shakedown: Pilot Don Germeraad, 
Co-pilot L. V. Hoffman, Flight Engineer B. B. Gray, Flight Test 
Analyst W. F. Chana, and Flight Test Engineer James Mason. 
E. H. Davies has also served as Flight Test Analyst. 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees pro¬ 
moted to or within supervision, pro¬ 
fessional or administrative: 

Dept. 4: To assistant foreman, N. V. 
Woodley, C. L. Passmore; to assistant 
supervisor, J. O. Morrow. 

Dept. 6: To schedules engineer, G. P. 
Anderson, S. J. O’Shaughnessy; to en¬ 
gineering illustrations editor, C. A. 
Anderson, H. <5. Bartholomew, W. J. 
Eberly, IT. Eggleston Jr., M. B. Gross; 
to design engineer senior, E. C. Treinen, 
R. L. Sullivan, T. P. Rollow Jr., S. V. 
Brunk, D. L. Maxwell, E. A. Olsovsky. 

To chemist senior, E. Hagberg; to 
chief of enineering flight tests, J. T. 
Ready Jr. ; to design group engineer, R. 
L. Arnold, A. J. Duban; to assistant 
project engineer, R. L. Lemmon, E. D. 
Mathis; to senior design group engineer, 
W. J. Crow; to engineering planning 
and estimating supervisor, T. A. Bill¬ 
ings ; to engineering illustrator, C. H. 
Croxton Jr. 

To design engineer, J. W. Belew, J. 
P. Castleberry, S. O. Chubbuck, F. W. 
Darby, J. A. Eddins, E. E. Eichholtz, 
H. D. Farris, W. J. Gates Jr., E. C. 
Harmon, G. W. Hay, W. B. Kink, R. A. 
Lunch, G. B. Ness, O. O. Ohlson Jr., 
W. J. Peters, J. R. Runnion, H. W. 
Sandstrom, H. W. Sharp, C. R. Sierra 
Jr., H. Skernbare, C. D. Sutton, D. E. 
Takes, E. P. Whitson, J. L. Woods. 

Dept. 7: To assistant superintendent, 
C. J. Keith. 

Dept. 8: To assistant supervisor, L. C. 
McArthur, W. E. Ahola; to manufactur¬ 
ing engineer B, R. W. Wheeler, C. G. 
Pratt Jr., D. W. Hoke Jr., R. W. Harris, 
J. H. Buckley. 

Dept. 9: To assistant supervisor, C. K. 
Morris; to clerical group leader, R. V. 
Brooks. 

Dept. 20: To foreman, E. E. Fenn ; to 
assistant foreman, H. B. Lewis. 

Dept, 22: To assistant supervisor, J. D. 
Freeman, P. L. Tigner. 

Dept. 24: To assistant supervisor, D. 
L. Weems; to assistant* tool liaison en¬ 
gineer, E. Cunha; to tool project en¬ 
gineer, J. E. Worthy Jr., to tool en¬ 
gineer, G. Canada Jr. 

Dept. 26: To assistant supervisor, N. 
L. Johnson. 

Dept. 27: To assistant supervisor, R. 
Porter. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, R. W. 
Briscoe, J .L. Needham. 

Dept. 64: To assistant foreman, T. A. 
Toscani, F. J. Balik; to foreman, G. R. 
Spinosa. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Twenty-five year pin: Dept. 31-2, M. 
P. Hilger. 

Fifteen year pin: Dept. 25-3, E. L. 
Stringer. 

Ten year pins: Dept. 6, R. W. Moller, 
R. T. Pollock, N. W. Beard; Dept. 7, V.* 
Dolson; Dept. 12, J. D. McEachern; 
Dept. 27, A. N. Johnson ; Dept. 44, V. H. 
Gallagher; Dept. 47, N. A. Ellenburg; 
Dept. 50, P. E. Means; Dept. 74, C. L. 
Browning, J. H. Rhoades. 

Five year pins: Dept. 12-4, G. E. 
Frazier; Dept. 14-1, R. A. Williams; 
Dept. 22-3, B. S. Stevens, T. H. Har¬ 
rell ; Dept. 22-4, J. W. McClendon ; Dept. 
22-5, W. W. Sambel; Dept. 24-1, W. O. 
Sunafrank; Dept. 24-8, E. H. Crubaugh ; 
Dept. 27-0, J. Long; Dept. 27-3, A. W. 
Graf; Dept. 27-9, B. C. Burks; Dept. 
30, S. A. Desilets; Dept. 31, L. Can¬ 
non ; E. M. Beard. 

Dept. 43, J. D. Atkins; Dept. 44, R. 
Strange, L. W. Gosdin ; Dept. 46, R. L. 
Poteet, H. D. Walker; Dept. 48, R. W. 
Feemster, A. N. Smith, A. A. Higgin¬ 
botham ; Dept. 50, B. C. Beauchamp, M. 
D. Parker, J. B. Smith, E. E. Bailey; 
Dept. 63, T. R. Keetch ; Dept. 73, D. B. 
King, E. B. Vamwinkle Jr., A. Wood 
Jr.; Dept. 81, J. P. Harrison; Dept. 82, 
T. C. Powell, E. B. Kilgore, E.R. 
Edwards. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

DAVIS—Son, James Gomer, 7 lbs., 
born Jan. 14 to Mr. and Mrs. C. H. 
Davis, Dept. 63. 

KAMMER—Daughter, 7 lbs., born 
March 9 to Mr. and Mrs. C. ,S. Rammer, 
Dept. 31-2. 

MORGAN—Son, 8 lbs., born March 4 
to Mr. and Mrs. Reece Morgan, Dept. 
47. 

RAMSEY—Son, 7 lbs., born March 11 
to Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Ramsey, Dept. 
31-2. 

WALL—Daughter, Sharon Louise, 7 
lbs., born March 6 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale Wall, Dept. 61. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

NICHOLS—Jack Randall. Survivors: 
father, mother, several brothers. 



SURPRISE, SURPRISE—Betty Nowell is presented a waffle iron 
by Convair FW Dept. 20-1 during a surprise party planned by girls 
of the department March 7. Betty was married March 9 to Calvin 
Hammons of Dept. 47. That's H. B. Lewis handing Betty the gift. 



(Dept. 25 SD) receives 25-year 
pin from K. F. Leaman, SD di¬ 
vision manager. 


Convair 25-Year Club 
Adds Wesp to Roster 

Convair’s “25-year club” con¬ 
tinues to grow. 

J. C. Wesp (Dept. 25 SD) who 
received his 25-year pin recently 
from K. F. Leaman, division 
manager, is the newest member. 
A native of Buffalo, N.Y., Mr. 
Wesp joined Consolidated in 
1925. He began work in the 
Maintenance department where 
he has remained throughout the 
years. 


PBYs Still Flying, 

Scout New Air Line 

Although it has been a number 
of years since Convair built the 
last PBY, the two-engined flying 
boats still are doing a job. 

A press report from Chile, 
noted by 0. W. Harper, Convair 
Service representative at Buenos 
Aires, recorded the flight of PBY 
of the Chilean Air Force from 
La Serena to Easter Island in 
the Pacific, 2,047 miles, last 
month. The flight is the first 
step in plans to establish air serv¬ 
ice between Chile and Australia. 



BEGINS I6TH YEAR —E. L. 


Mr. Wesp, together with his 
son, Earl Wesp, foreman in Dept. 
406, made the move from Buffalo 


Stringer, left, Dept. 25-3, re¬ 
ceives congratulations from FW 
division manager A. C. Esenwein 


to San Diego with the company, on winning Convair 15-year pin. 


★ GoMMcu/Uetif, ★ 
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ACCESSORIES TO THE FACT—This crew assisted in the quick- 
change operation by performing necessary operations on propeller, 
cowling and the like. Left to right, back row: J. C. McGaskill and 
D. K. Gregory, both of Dept. 50; R. Lee, M. A. Scruggs, C. W. 
Shackelford, A. R. Bridges, and B. Snypes, all of Dept. 27. Front 
row, left to right: M. Utley, assistant foreman, C. F. Fitzjarrald, 
foreman, both of Dept. 27; E. F. Basket of Dept. 47; H. C. Bruce, 
inspector; W. D. Lamb, inspector; W. L. Price, inspector, L. A. 
Wilson, inspector, A. E. Cartwright, inspection supervisor, and J. G. 
Suggs, inspection supervisor. 

Convair Crews Set Engine Change Record 


(Continued from page 1) 
and J. C. McGaskill (both of 
Final Assembly) removed the 
prop in only 12 minutes. 

Next, Utley led a Dept. 47 
crew which removed the cowling 
from the engine and turned the 
job over to Foreman M. S. Sa¬ 
voy^ engine change crew. 

Assistant Foreman J. O. Wag¬ 
goner called the plays while his 
eight-man crew made all the en¬ 
gine disconnects and pulled 
everything aft of the four-point 
hookup with the engine mount. 

The engine was then placed on 
a platform using only a crane, 
thus simulating actual Air Force 
field conditions under which no 
overhead monorail is available 
such as is normally used at FW 
division. 

With the removal complete, 
the same crews reversed the 
order and had the engine back 
on the airplane, and engine run 
operations completed, in only 
four hours and 42 minutes from 
the time they started. 

Normal inspections were made 
throughout the operation under 


Absence Not Habit 
With Paul Calhoun 

When Paul Calhoun, Dept. 4-5, 
reported to work at Convair FW 
for the first time back in July, 
1943, he was heard to remark 
that he took his job with Convair 
seriously. 

Sticking by his statement, Paul 
managed to get to work every 
day regardless of the weather or 
other adverse complications. Last 
July he finished his seventh full 
year at Convair without an ab¬ 
sence charged against him. 

The stationery stores stock 
clerk was well on his way to an 
eight-year record until illness 
forced him to miss work Feb. 16, 
1951. 

Paul says that he was unable 
to leave his bed because of ill¬ 
ness that Friday—but Monday 
he was back at his post again. 

“But,” he hastens to add, “I 
don’t plan to make this business 
of being absent a habit.” 


supervision of Inspection Assis¬ 
tant Supervisor W. D. Lamb’s 
crew made up of H. C. Bruce, 
C. H. Witt, W. L. Price and L. A. 
Wilson. 

“Despite the air conditioning, 
all those boys really sweated on 
that job,” commented Johnson. 
“And there wasn’t an unneces¬ 
sary word said from start to 
finish.” 

Probably happiest about the 
whole thing was Paul Lynch, 
Engineering department’s power 
plant design group engineer who 
had a major responsibility for 
design of the power plant instal¬ 
lation in the first place. 

That’s because the four hour 
and 42-minute engine change 
proved that his group had de¬ 
signed an installation that could 
be changed as quickly as he 
thought it could. 


Safety Stressed in 
Management Meetings 

The absolute necessity of main¬ 
taining safe working conditions 
and practices at Convair FW 
division was emphasized last 
week when Division Manager 
A. C. Esenwein personally led 
nine conferences in one 24-hour 
period. 

Called into the meetings were 
all supervisors in the plant, with 
the division manager making 
three personal appearances on 
the second shift Wednesday, two 
at 12:30 a.m. and 1:15 a.m. on 
the Thursday morning third shift, 
and four on the Thursday first 
shift. 

Esenwein’s remarks, direct and 
to the point, emphasized that all 
supervisors have as much respon¬ 
sibility for safe practices and 
safe conditions within the field 
of their jurisdiction as they have 
for any other supervisory func¬ 
tion. 


PROMOTED—J. F. Ringo this 
month assumed duties as chiet 
industrial engineer at Convair 


FW (CONVAIRIETY Mar. 14). 

GOT A FRIEND OR RELATIVE WHO 
MIGHT LIKE TO WORK AT CONVAIR? 

There is a widespread misconception that manufacturing pro¬ 
duction people in industries other than aircraft are not eligible for 
an aircraft job. This is not true. For instance, people with tooling 
experience in any line of manufacturing could probably be used in 
Convair s operation. There is a long list of other openings for 
people with manufacturing experience of any kind, in all Convair 
divisions. If you have any friends or relatives anywhere who would 
like to work at Convair, you will be doing them as well as Convair 
a favor by clipping out the inquiry blank below and sending it to 
any such person. Convair's Employment department will follow 
through by forwarding a regular application blank which the person 
can fill out and return. 


CONVAIR JOB INFORMATION FORM 

(To be completed by prospective employee and forwarded to the 
Employment Office at either Convair, San Diego, Calif., or Convair, 
Fort Worth, Tex., depending on where applicant wishes to work.) 

MY NAME IS ..Male ( ) Female ( ) 

MY ADDRESS IS . 

(Number and Street) 


(City and State) 

PLEASE SEND ME ONE OF yOUR REGULAR EMPLOyMENT 
APPLICATION BLANKS. 


McGuffee Promoted to 


Superintendent at FW 

Robert W. McGuffee, Convair 
veteran who went to work as a 
mechanic 10 years ago in San 
Diego, has been promoted to 
Field Operations superintendent 
at FW division, it was announced 
today by August C. Esenwein, 
division manager. 


Promoted to fill McGuffee’s 
former post as assistant super¬ 
intendent was M. W. Holley, 
formerly general foreman. 


QUICK CHANGE ARTISTS—This is final assembly crew which 
made new record-breaking B-36 quick engine change. Left to right, 
front row: C. E. Routt, L. S. Turner, P. J. Mazzo, C. H. Witt, in¬ 
spector, and J. O. Waggoner, assistant foreman. Left to right, 
back row: O. R. Campbell, H. M. Cooper, E. W. Stephens, F. R. 
Glenn and C. L. Howell. 


McGuffee, a native of Sher¬ 
man, Tex., where he attended 
public schools, went on his first 
Convair job in August of 1941 
and transferred to FW division 
seven months later. At FW, he 
has worked in various capacities 
through most of field operations 
on B-24s, B-32s and B-36s. 

He is married and has three 
children: Bobby Wayne, 8; Diane, 
3; and Brenda, 18 months. The 
McGuffees live at 6452 Locke. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahafjfey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Plant-wide tournament 
opens April 11. Competition every Monday and Wednesday from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BAND—W. M. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, .commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Southwest Bowling Tour¬ 
nament now under way at Tavener’s Playdium. 

BRIDGE—W. E. Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting and instruction in 
tournament play 8 p.m., March 30 and April 6 at Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA—'Gene Eicholtz, commissioner, ext. 2250. Second shift, A. L. Green, 
co-commissioner, ext. 4215. Second shift meeting 10 a.m. April 2 at Ridglea CRA 
Center, 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Jioy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
closes March 31. Register weight of crappie, bass, catfish, sand bass at Employee 
Services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Each Thursday in 
April beginners class from 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. Advanced from 8:15 to 10 p.m. 
at Will Rogers CRA Center. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. 

HORSESHOE PITCHING—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plantwida 
competition March 28 and April 11 during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MOVIES—-“Junior G-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thursday 
in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Monthly meeting first Sun¬ 
day in April. Code practice each Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Regular meeting each 
Friday 7:30 p.m. at Ridglea CRA Center. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 
5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Beginners Square 
dancing, 7 to 8 p.m. ; Advanced Square Dancing, 8 to 10 p.m. April 2 and April 
9. Special for second shift, beginners square dancing at North Side Recreation 
Building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. April 4 and April 11. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner. ext. 3137. 



RECREATION TALK—J. K. Field, employee service and activity 
supervisor for Convair SD, at left, talks with W. H. Edmund, 
center, recreation director for Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. and 
president of the National Industrial Recreation Association. Dr. 
Floyd Eastwood, dean of men at Los Angeles State College, and 
first president of NIRA, looks on at right. Field is the immediate 
past president of the Industrial Recreation Council of San Diego, 
which coordinates civic and industry recreation. 

Convair Recreation 
Aided on Local and 
National Level 

Convair ties in its recreation 
program with similar movements 
on a local as well as national 
scale. 

In San Diego, civic and in¬ 
dustry recreation programs, in¬ 
cluding Convair's, are coordin¬ 
ated through the Indusrial Rec- 
recation Council. The IRC mem¬ 
bership is made up of some 16 
companies whose employees, with 
their families, make up nearly 
half the population of the city. 

Also members are representa¬ 
tives of the City Park & Recrea¬ 
tion Department, the YMCA and 

YWCA. Through the IRC indus- possioie use Dy UKA. 


try and the city combine to work 
out sports tournaments, use and 
improvement of facilities and 
equipment. 

While not unique, San Diego's 
industry-civic cooperation in rec¬ 
reation is one of the best such 
arrangements in the nation. At 
Fort Worth, Convair Recreation 
Association officers and Con¬ 
vair's employee service and activ¬ 
ity supervisor, E. G. Crosier, 
work closely with civic recreation 
groups. 

Convair is a member company 
of the National Industrial Rec¬ 
reation Association, which oper¬ 
ates as a clearinghouse for ideas 
originated by the 300 recreation 
groups which it includes. These 
ideas are sent to all Convair 
divisions every two weeks for 
possible use by CRA. 


“We've got a little more than 
17,000 feet of wire that does the 
trick." 

That’s a bit more than three 
miles of wiring for this one test 
alone. 

At each spot, the temperature 
is measured by an electrical gad¬ 
get called a thermocouple. This 
gadget sends an electrical impulse 
back to an automatic device call¬ 
ed a recording potentiometer 
which is located at the naviga¬ 
tor’s station in the forward cabin 
of the plane. 

There the automatic device 
automatically records readings 


Experts in Six Minutes Take B-36 
Temperature at 240 Places 

A doctor called out at 3 a.m. to take the temperature of 
a 358,000-pound subject would have a lead-pipe cinch 
compared to the job being done these days by a Convair 
FW Engineering Flight Test crew (6-7).. 

The doc probably could obtain 
his information by taking a read¬ 
ing at one spot. But the flight 
test crew boys have a subject— 
the B-36 bomber—on which they 
take readings at 240 different 
spots on the airplane! 

“And we do this," explains R. 

L. D'Abadie, “while the B-36 is 
making long-range sustained 
flights at altitudes of 40,000 feet 
and above." 

D'Abadie, a senior flight test 
engineer, directly assigned to the 
so-called altitude temperature 
survey, goes along on each of the 
temperature test flights. 

What's the purpose of all this 
temperature taking? Let R. W. 

Moller, flight test group engi¬ 
neer, answer: 

“Many of the moving parts 
used on the B-36, such as actua¬ 
tors, fuel control valves, bearings 
and the like, were designed be¬ 
fore any airplane ever flew as 
high as a B-36, or stayed as high 
for as long as does a B-36. 

“We've got to find out exactly 
the temperatures at which all 
those parts are supposed to oper¬ 
ate, find out if they are operat¬ 
ing properly at those tempera¬ 
tures and, if need be, write new 
specifications which will give us 
parts that operate at those tem¬ 
peratures." 

Temperatures he’s talking 
about are much lower than 
most folks were taught in 
school back in the days when 
people thought that the tem¬ 
perature never went to more 
than 65 below zero in the strato¬ 
sphere. 

B-36 crews found out differ¬ 
ent: On a day when it was 
103 degrees above zero on the 
ground, they flew to an alti¬ 
tude which gave them a read¬ 
ing of 105 degrees below zero! 

Moving parts which must work 
in the low temperatures are lo¬ 
cated in all parts of the air¬ 
plane—from points far out on the 
wing to the tips of the tail and 
nose. Some are exposed to the 
direct outside temperature, while 
others are in spots giving some 
protection from the cold. 

“No, we don’t climb around the 
airplane with a thermometer tak¬ 
ing temperatures at each of those 
240 spots," D'Abadie explains. 




NO JEWELRY —J. T. White 
demonstrates a simple—but im¬ 
ports nt— practice that has 
helped Convair FW's Dept. 30 
build up a record of year without 
disabling injury. Removal of jew¬ 
elry insures that it won't catch in 
parts of moving machinery, re¬ 
sulting in loss of jewelry or finger 
or both. 



DEPT. 250 SURPRISE—Admitting only to being from Oklahoma, Ida Sanders, Dept. 250 SD, was 
surprised recently by fellow workers on the occasion of her birthday. Shown holding her cake, Ida 
is flanked on her right by F. Budz, foreman, and on her left by H. T. Walsh, assistant foreman. 


B-36 TEMPERATURE-TAKERS 
—Studying a recording potenti¬ 
ometer used to "take tempera¬ 
ture" of a B-36 at Convair FW 
are, left to right, Tom H. Pre- 
torius, Air Force flight test co¬ 
ordinator; R. L. D'Abadie, senior 
flight test engineer, and J. T. 
Ready Jr., chief of Engineering 
Flight Tests. 

sent in from any or all the 240 
spots as any particular test re¬ 
quires. With everything working 
as it should, the flight test crew 
gets back to the ground with 
everything spelled out on a wide 
paper tape. 

While it may take a doctor 
a minute or longer to take 
your temperature, these boys 
take temperatures in 240 dif¬ 
ferent spots on a B-36 in only 
six elapsed minutes! And they 
can keep right on taking 240 
different temperatures every 
six minutes as long as is neces¬ 
sary. 

All this temperature taking is 
one of the many projects under 
H. K. Growald, chief of engineer¬ 
ing tests, and is directed through 
the offices of J. T. Ready Jr., 
chief of Engineering Flight 
Tests. 

And when the temperature tak¬ 
ing is completed, those engineers 
will have more temperatures re¬ 
corded than were ever taken in 
a thermometer factory! 


Glenn McEntire Dies 
in FW Auto Accident 

Glenn Walker McEntire, ( 
Convair FW Dept. 31, was kille 
Sunday, March 11, in the 36C 
Block of North Main whe 
struck by a truck as he stoc 
next to his automobile. Als 
killed was Carl Lee Junell c 
Cleburne. 

McEntire, 22, was a resider 
of Alvord. He had worked fc 
Convair since November of 1951 
He served three years with tb 
U. S. Air Force. 

Relatives of McEntire wh 
are employed at Convair FW ai 
E. W. McEntire of Dept. 3: 
Dan Bun McEntire of Dept. 47-: 
and Robert Daniel McEntire c 
Dept. 82, all of Alvord. 

He is survived by his parent: 
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. McEntire c 
Alvord. 


CORRECTION 

In the photo caption on page 4 
of the previous issue concerning 
the San Diego Philharmonic Or¬ 
chestra, Dick Powers (Dept. 24) 
was erroneously identified as 
Gabriel Bartold (Dept. 9), who 
is no longer connected with the 
orchestra. 


'Inventingest Man’ 
Gets TWO Awards 

Folks in Dept. 30 (Machine 
Shop) aren’t prone to boast of 
their records nor of the people 
who work there, but they're sure 
that they've got the “inventing¬ 
est" man in the FW division in 
Earl Canady. 

Canady, now an assistant fore¬ 
man, second shift, won two 
awards in the Convair employee 
suggestion program during the 
month of February. 

The two awards were made for 
suggestions Canady turned in on 
saving time and labor in the 
machine shop and netted him 
$109.20 for his efforts. 

Canady operated an automatic 
screw machine before his appoint¬ 
ment to assistant foreman. His 
job called for standing in front 
of his machine and stuffing rivets 
into it all day long. 

The machine drilled a 0.169- 
inch hole seven-sixteenths inches 
deep in each one to prepare it 
for threading. The completed 
rivets were used to attach gaso¬ 
line-sealing panels in wing tanks 
of the B-36. 

Canady hit upon an idea of 
saving time and labor by build¬ 
ing a slotted rubber wheel mount¬ 
ed on an aluminum hub. The 
wheel contained 39 slots, and each 
slot held one rivet. 

The wheel allows him to insert 
39 rivets at a time to be drilled 
instead of one. The wheel, in 
turn, automatically feeds the 
rivets into the machine to be 
drilled. 

The new method allowed Can¬ 
ady to load the rivets and the 
remainder of the process was 
automatic, allowing him to oper¬ 
ate several machines instead of 
just one. 

Canady’s second idea was based 
on the same principle but in¬ 
volved a loading device for auto¬ 
matic lathes. 

Canady’s suggestions have 
saved Convair FW money and 
time in the production of B-36s 
and provided Canady with addi¬ 
tional money for turning an idea 
into a reality through the em¬ 
ployee suggestion program. 



AUTOMATIC FEED — Earl 
Canady, right, demonstrates to 
Dept. 30 assistant foreman L. E. 
Bowlen the automatic screw ma¬ 
chine. Gadget was one of two 
on which Canady won employee 
suggestion awards. 


Dance Band Planned 
For Second Shift 

A call for Convair FW second 
shift employees interested in join¬ 
ing a dance band was issued this 
week by LeRoy Jarl, second shift 
Employee Services and Convair 
Recreation Association represen¬ 
tative. 

Second shift people interested 
in helping form the band are in¬ 
vited to telephone Jarl at ext. 
5141, or to see him personally at 
rest period or lunch period in the 
Employee Services section. 


Decorate Convair FW’s 
‘Front Room’ 

Convair FW's “front room" had 
its face lifted last week. 

The main lobby of the Admin¬ 
istration building now sports new 
coats of paint, new trims and the 
latest pictures of Convair-built 
aircraft: the B-36D, L-13 liaison 
plane, XF-92A “Delta Wing" jet 
fighter, XC-99, XB-46, and a 
Convair-Liner. 
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'What Next? 1 Asks Lucky Shorty 
After Fourth Close Shave 


Few people have experienced a 
case of meningitis, few others 
have been near death from 
drowning, few have been buried 
alive, and not many have been 
struck stone deaf and then re¬ 
gained hearing ability after a 
few years. 

But H. C. “Shorty” Smith, of 
Dept. 44, Convair FW, is one 
of the few who has all those 
experiences to relate. 

He was recently off work six 
weeks with virus meningitis at 
Cleburne Memorial Hospital. He 
was in the hospital five days, 



LUCKY TO BE HERE—H. C. 
(Shorty) Smith is still on his job 
as aircraft assembler in Dept. 44, 
Convair FW, only because Lady 
Luck travels with him wherever he 
goes. Shorty's survived drowning, 
burial alive, a three-year period 
of deafness and, most recently, 
virus meningitis. 


but now is completely recovered 
for all practical purposes. 

Shorty’s long list of near- 
fatal accidents all started in 
1921 in Key West, Fla., when 
he fell out of a fishing boat, 
nearly drowned, and was un¬ 
conscious for five hours before 
being revived. 

In 1922, when Shorty was 
working for a railroad, a fellow 
worker accidentally aimed an air 
hose at Shorty. Air under 125 
pounds of pressure blasting 
through a half-inch nozzle hit the 
back of his head, injuring a 
nerve and causing the loss of 
his hearing. 

Then one day, three years 
later, Shorty jumped from a 
slow-moving truck. Miraculously, 
the slight jolt caused his hearing 
to return. During the period of 
his deafness, Shorty had learned 
to read lips, and to use his sense 
of touch to make up for the loss 
of his hearing. 

When his hearing came back, 
Shorty had to learn to speak 
clearly again. That took about 
five weeks. 

As if he hadn’t already had 
his share of close shaves, in 1925, 
Shorty was working for a con¬ 
struction company in a 15-foot 
deep ditch when the ditch caved 
in. Shorty was underground for 
45 minutes. A man working with 
him was killed. 

“When I realized the ditch was 
caving, I put my head in the 
crook of my arm and ducked,” 
he recalls. “That gave me an air 
hole, and probably saved my 
life.” 

Unlucky? Shorty doesn’t think 
so. 


They Said it Was Impossible 
So He Builds a Leg for Himself 


A guy without a leg to stand 
on is in a pretty bad way. 

Especially when doctors tell 
him he can’t even wear an arti¬ 
ficial leg. 

But despite all that, John K. 
Hassinger today spends eight 
hours every day in Convair FW’s 
pattern shop (Dept. 82) standing 
on two good legs making plaster 
patterns which go into the build¬ 
ing of B-36 bombers. 

Hassinger’s right leg was 
amputated at the hip after 
an auto accident in 1930. Doc¬ 
tors told him that he couldn’t 
be fitted with an artificial leg 
because his leg had been re¬ 
moved at the hip joint. 

Hassinger got around for a 
while with crutches—but wasn’t 
satisfied with that. He began 
designing an artificial leg for 
himself, finished it in about a 
year, and “walked right off with 
it.” 

The balance and alignment 
were worked out perfectly, so 
he had no trouble in learning to 
walk without crutches 

“In a couple of hours, I was 
walking up and down stairs,” he 
says. 

Now,. Hassinger is about as 
active as anyone. With his “im¬ 
possible” leg, he bowls, and very 



IMPOSSIBLE LEG—John Has¬ 
singer prefers his job of pattern¬ 
making in Dept. 82 at Convair 
FW even though it requires eight 
hours of standing up every day 
on artificial leg he both designed 
and built for himself. 


well. He was city champion 
bowler of Okmulgee, Okla., twice. 
He likes to hunt, and can walk 
eight or 10 miles a day on a trip. 

He used to ride motorcycles 
as well, until he was hit by a 
car while riding one, and both 
the artificial leg and the left 
leg were broken. 

Most artificial legs are oper¬ 
ated by “cords” which control 
leg movement from the shoulder. 
But Hassinger’s leg is all auto¬ 
matic. It’s worked by “bounce 
and alignment” which means that 
gravity and the swing of his 
body are the forces which move 
the artificial leg. 

Hassinger’s career has been 
a varied one. When he lost his 
leg, he was in the cattle bus¬ 
iness, but had to sell the cattle 
to pay hospital bills. In 1935, 
he went to work for an arti¬ 
ficial limb company as a plas¬ 
ter modeling and orthopedic 
mechanic because he “wanted 
to learn more about making 
artificial limbs.” 

From 1935 to 1940, he had a 
contract with the government to 
make artificial limbs for vet¬ 
erans. 

The limbs are made from a 
variety of light-weight materials, 
including aluminum, English wil¬ 
low, bass willow, magnesium, 
fiber and plastic. Wood must be 
kiln-dried and seasoned for five 
years. Hassinger mixes his own 
alloy for metal limbs from mer¬ 
cury, bismuth, lead and alum¬ 
inum. 

Hassinger’s leg is different 
from most others in several re¬ 
spects. The center of gravity in 
his leg is toward the back of 
the leg, rather than in the center, 
for better balance on uneven 
ground. The ankle joint is a ball 
bearing mechanism which he has 
patented, while most artificial 
ankle joints are rubber. The ball 
bearing ankle sets flat on any 
type of surface. 

So successful has Hassinger 
found his self-designed leg that 
he turns down offers of work at 
which he may sit down. 

“I’d rather be up and around 
making plaster patterns that help 
keep those babies up in the sky,” 
he said as he nodded toward a 
picture of Convair B-36s. 



BUSY FINGERS—At left, wives of Second Shift Camera Club members at FW cut, assemble 
and sew new drapes for Ridglea CRA Center on Camp Bowie. Left to right: Mrs. R. D. McElroy, 
Mrs. L. J. MacDonald, and Mrs. L. S. Orrick, whose husbands are in Depts. 44, 6-9, and 6. At cen¬ 
ter, finished product is hung by L. J. MacDonald. At rig.ht—WATCH THAT THUMB! C. B. 
Blumberg of Dept. 27-5 played carpenter to tack narrow strips of wood on walls to hold photos. 


Camera Club Members 
Decorate CRA Center 

Thanks to Second Shift Cam¬ 
era Club members, Convair FW 
folks who go in for CRA activi¬ 
ties at the Ridglea CRA Center 
on Camp Bowie now enjoy more 
of a “home like” atmosphere. 

They donated off-time hours to 
an interior decoration project, 
and persuaded their wives to 
come out and bring machines for 
stitching curtains. Mothers who 
couldn’t get baby sitters for the 
kids didn’t let that stop them— 
they brought the children along. 

While the women sewed, the 
men were hammering one-inch 
strips of wood along the walls 
which will serve as holders for 
Camera Club picture displays. 

The wives worked assembly¬ 
line style in making the curtains. 
While one measured and cut 
lengths of material, another pin¬ 
ned hems, and another machine- 
stitched the finished product. The 
men took care of hammering up 
curtain rods and hanging cur¬ 
tains. 



BANG COMING —Fred R. 
Temple, left, safety engineering, 
supervisor, acts as detonator to 
safety demonstration trick being 
displayed by G. M. Mintz, cen¬ 
ter, and H. F. Brown. Glass rod 
in Brown's hand caused gasoline 
fumes inside tube to explode, 
blowing off top of tube, when 
static electricity was applied by 
Temple through small wire. 

Use Small Explosions 
As Safety Lessons 

Supervisors at Convair FW 
took a first-hand look at just 
what happens in fires and ex¬ 
plosions when two officials of the 
U. S. Bureau of Mines office of 
Dallas presented safety demon¬ 
strations earlier this month. 

The demonstrations were actual 
miniature explosions duplicating 
conditions which make a fire or 
explosion possible. 

Various tests were made show¬ 
ing how simple it is to set off 
such explosions on the job with¬ 
out being aware that an accident 
is about to happen. 

One test showed that from a 
small glass of water, poured 
through two funnels, enough 
static electricity is created to set 
off an explosion. 

Another pointed out that cer¬ 
tain parts, rubbed together, could 
cause an explosion. 



COMING IN—Johnny Arendall, left, C. T. Masters, center, and 
C. B. Anderson, all of Dept. 4-5, push lumber into storage space 
in new lumber shed built at Convair FW. 


Not Much Lumber in a B-36, But 
Convair FW Runs Big Lumber Yard 


The manufacture of the B-36 
naturally brings to mind the use 
of aluminum and other metal 
parts, but it might surprise some 
Convair FW folks to know some¬ 
thing like a quarter of a million 
board feet of lumber are also 
used monthly—more than is sold 
by many a commercial lumber 
company in a like period. 

The lumber ranges in size 
from large timbers used to con¬ 
struct platforms to small siding 
for the construction of boxes and 
partitions in offices. 

Other lumber is used in build¬ 
ing shop desks, shelves and bins 
in store rooms, boxes, crates, and 
to repair doors and partitions. 

To protect supplies and to 
speed handling, a new lumber 
shed has been constructed west 
of the Parts plant between Ware¬ 
houses 2 and 3. 

The shed is constructed much 
the same as sheds found in com¬ 
mercial lumber yards, with two 
separate buildings connected by 
an apron of concrete. 

Commercial lumber trucks back 
into the space between the build¬ 
ings and unload their cargo into 
special bins set aside for differ¬ 
ent sizes and types of lumber. 

The new shed speeds up the 
unloading of lumber at FW and 


allows users to draw lumber they 
need in about half the time re¬ 
quired when all lumber was 
stored inside Warehouse No. 3, 
according to A. K. Lawley, gen¬ 
eral foreman. 

Receiving and Stores (Dept. 
4-5) is in charge of all lumber 
used at FW, while Maintenance 
Department is its best customer. 


Six Girls Celebrate 
March Birthdays 

Having a birthday in March 
isn’t particularly unusual but 
when six girls working together 
in the keypunch section of Ac¬ 
counting (Dept. 9 SD) discovered 
they were all celebrating birth¬ 
days this month, they decided to 
do something about it. 

Joining the honorees at a din¬ 
ner at the Harbor House, Friday 
evening, March 16, were eight 
co-workers, Marjorie Hauk, Mar¬ 
garet Dyer, Becky Phinney, Lee 
Mello, Edith Skaggs, Bobby 
Zecckine, Roberta Wilkinson, 
Peggy Cooke. 

Celebrating birthdays were 
Teddy Nickas, Louise Munger, 
Edith Nicholas, Gladys Johnson, 
Janie Willis, Alene Wilson. 



G. M. Mintz, supervisor of the 
Health and Safety section of the 
Dallas office, and H. F. Brown, 
of the same office, conducted the 
demonstrations, with assistance 
from Fred R. Temple, Convair 
FW Safety Engineering Super¬ 
visor. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAYS—Celebrating March birthdays of six (Dept. 
9 SD) girls at dinner at Harbor House are, standing, left to right 
(honorees in capitals), TEDDY NICKAS, Marjorie Hauk, LOUISE 
MUNGER, Margaret Dyer, Becky Phinney, EDITH NICHOLAS. 
Seated at table, left to right, GLADYS JOHNSON, Lee Mello, 
Edith Skaggs, Bobby Zecckine, Roberta Wilkinson, JANIE WILLIS, 
ALENE WILSON, Pe 3 gy Cooke. 
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Convair FW Family Makes Dishes 
Faster Than They Can Break 'em 


When the Ira Lee Baldwin 
family feels like throwing dishes, 
they needn’t worry about the 
dishes. They can always make 
more. 

The wife and mother, Louise 
Baldwin, Convair FW Dept. 11-1, 
her husband and two sons all 
share the same hobby—ceramics 
—the art of making pottery or 
earthenware from baked clay. 

The family hobby started two 
years ago when Louise enrolled 
in a ceramics class in Cleburne. 
She subsequently learned the fun¬ 
damentals of forming, casting, 
glazing and firing. Louise, in 
urn, taught her family. 

Now the Baldwin house in 
Joshua boasts its own kiln where 


articles may be fired at 1,850 
degrees. 

The Baldwins make dishes, 
vases, figurines, mugs, pitchers, 
and various other articles. Most 
of them are given to friends, 
while a few are sold. 

Baldwin makes most of the 
plaster of paris molds from which 
the articles are shaped. Allan, 9, 
and Steven, 7, help wherever they 
are needed. 

Before she started to work at 
Convair in January, Louise 
taught ceramic classes in her 
home. 

“Allan and Steven are prob¬ 
ably the only boys in Joshua who 
don’t get scolded when they break 
a dish,” says Louise. “They can 
replace it before I even know it’s 
broken!” 


Husband-Wife Team Romance in 


Play For Drama Group at FW 


The actor and actress who 
supply the romantic interest in 
the Convair FW drama group’s 
first production, “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” are a real-life roman¬ 
tic twosome, too. 

They’re Bud Morris, of Dept. 
76, and his wife Billye. 

Theater work is not new to 
either of them. Billye played 
leading roles in high school plays, 
and did other work in the drama¬ 
tic club in Cooper, Tex. Then at 
Texas Tech, she worked on 
school variety shows. 

In “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
Billye plays the part of a 



YOUR NUMBER'S UP—Jona¬ 
than, left, prepares to finish off 
Mortimer in this scene from the 
CRA dramatic club's production 
of "Arsenic and Old Lace." 
Jonathan is Lee Dornhecker, 
Dept. 9-3, and Mortimer is Bud 
Morris, Dept. 76. 


CHARGE ! ! — Jack Forney, 
Dept. 6-4, makes like Teddy 
Roosevelt charging San Juan Hill 
in this scene from the Convair 
FW CRA drama club's produc¬ 
tion of "Arsenic and Old Lace." 


minister’s daughter who wants 
to “live a little,” and goes out 
with Bud (a drama critic) 
whom she finds a welcome 
change from the dull fellows 
who usually call at the par¬ 
sonage. 

The drama critic is supposedly 
the nephew of two insane old 
ladies. It’s his job to protect 
them from the consequences of 
their odd antics, and the play’s 
climax turns into a surprise 
ending. 

Bud’s dramatic interest began 
when he was eight. He did sum¬ 
mer theater work, learning the 
fundamentals of pantomine and 
one-act plays. He played parts 
in several high school produc¬ 
tions, and later at Iowa State 
College participated in fratern¬ 
ity variety show dramatic skits. 


Announcement of the winner 
of the Convair FW little thea¬ 
ter groups name-the-club con¬ 
test will be made in the April 
11 issue of CONVAIRIETY. 

The winner will be awarded 
a $50 gift certificate on open¬ 
ing night of the group’s first 
production, “Arsenic and Old 
Lace,” and the winner and his 
family will be guests of honor 
that evening, April 11. 


The play will be given in Pio¬ 
neer Palace April 11 through 14. 
Rehearsals are being held three 
nights a week at the YWCA, and 
dress rehearsals are scheduled 
at the Pioneer Palace April 9 and 
10. The presentation Saturday, 
April 14, will be especially for 
second and third shift personnel. 

Ticket sales begin March 28 in 
the CRA office. Price is 26 cents. 
To general public, tickets are 78 
cents. 


CRA Offers ‘Cat* Home 
Tickets at Discount 

Baseball season opens April 
12 in Fort Worth and Convair 
Recreation Association has made 
arrangements under which Con¬ 
vair people may buy “Cat” home 
game tickets at special bargain 
rates. 

CRA has purchased a block of 
general admission ducats that 
normally sell for $1.00 each. They 
will be sold to Convair people 
for 90 cents. 

The tickets may be used at any 
home game or applied on the 
purchase of box or reserved seats. 
Tickets are now available at the 
CRA office or through depart¬ 
ment clerks. 





Rumors usually are incorrect at BOTH ends . . . 



WOMEN ARE BACK—Convair FW-built B-36s are getting the feminine touch for the first time 
now that women are returning in substantial numbers to jobs held only by men since World War II. 
Billie Wofford, Dept. 31 (top left), uses mallet to put finishing touches on multi-punch machine 
part. Betty Thompson, Dept. 14-0 (top right), takes advantage of rest period to repair her makeup. 
Instructor R. K. Howard, Dept. 3-3 (lower left), shows newcomers Pauline Menshew, center, Dept. 47, 
and Mary Sliter, Dept. 44, electrical wiring on B-36. Engineering Lab Analyst Gladys Brogdon 
(lower right) is typical of women veterans at Convair. She's been on job 5j/ 2 years. 



FAMILY AFFAIR—Engineering 
(Dept. 6 SD) mother and daugh¬ 
ter teams. Wearing checked 
blouses are Mildred Fisher and 
daughter, Barbara Sartini. Amy 
Locke, holding file, with daugh¬ 
ter, Betty Hovland. 

Two Mother-Daughter 
Teams in Dept. 6 SD 

There may be other mother and 
daughter teams among the more 
than 4,500 women now employed 
in the San Diego division, but so 
far as is known Engineering 
(Dept. 6) is the only department 
to boast two mother and daughter 
teams. 

Mildred Fisher and her daugh¬ 
ter, Barbara Sartini, comprise one 
team. Mildred, who has been with 
the company for nine years, 
works in the correspondence sec¬ 
tion of Engineering, while Bar¬ 
bara is employed in the reproduc¬ 
tion group. Barbara was a house¬ 
wife until her husband was sent 
overseas with the Air Force. She 
decided to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps and has been with Con¬ 
vair two months. 

The second team is composed 
of Amy Locke and her daughter, 
Betty Hovland. Amy, with seven 
months’ service also works in the 
correspondence section. Betty 
was employed by a downtown 
bank when her mother joined 
Convair, but it wasn’t long be¬ 
fore she came to work in the re¬ 
lease group of Engineering. She 
has six months’ service. 


Logical But Illogical 

When J. K. Huber, Dept. 4-2, 
transferred to FW from SD in 
March, 1950, he was given time 
clock number 486719. 

One year later Mrs. Esco 
Huber, his wife, started to work 
in Dept. 6-4. Her time clock 
number—486720. 


Women Flock Back to Convair FW 
At Rate of 200 Per Week 


“It’s like getting back home after being away too long.’ 
It was Lillian Tyler talking as the deafening din and 
clatter or rivet guns died away at the rest period whistle 
in' Convair FW’s Wing Sub-assembly and Structure 


(Dept. 45). 

“And it’s good to see so many 
old friends again,” she went on 
as she put down the rivet gun 
she was using at Convair again 
for the first time in six years. 

Lillian, who first worked at 
Convair 1943 through 1945, says 
she is proud to be among the 
first of hundreds of women called 
back into Convair FW aircraft 
production since the last days of 
World War II. 

Approximately 200 women per 
week are being employed at the 
division, some of them to replace 
men going into armed services 
and others to do jobs which other¬ 
wise would req lire employment 
of men harder ard harder to find 
in these days of manpower 
shortage. 

Convair FW women employees 
now number more than 2,500, as 
compared to approximately 1,800 
at start of the year. Most of the 
increase is due to new employ¬ 
ment of women as aircraft as¬ 
semblers and radio and electrical 
bench workers. 

Women who were formerly in 
aircraft assembly work go into 
a brief refresher course operated 
by the Industrial Relations de¬ 
partment’s Education section be¬ 
fore going to their jobs in the 
shop. Inexperienced women em¬ 
ployees take a longer course to 
give them the basic knowledge 
and skills necessary before they 
go on their jobs. 

Though no long-range predic¬ 
tions can be made, hiring of addi¬ 
tional women at around the 200- 
per-week figure was scheduled to 
continue for the next several 
months. 

What do men in the shop think 
about women returning to the 
factory? Hear Assistant Fore¬ 
man J. E. Kemp, who has sev¬ 
eral women recently assigned to 
tank sealing operations: 

“We’re glad they’re back. Our 
experience has shown that 
women, in most cases, are very 
careful and very thorough in 
their work. They’re many times 
more patient than a man on some 
jobs. 

“And besides, the gals make it 
seem like old times around here!” 


Switchboards Installed 
for Plant 2 Use 

Vital telephone communications 
for Plant 2 at San Diego went 
into operation last week with the 
installation of a set of two posi¬ 
tion non-multiple manual switch¬ 
boards. 

C. R. Clough, Exchange Sales 
supervisor for the Pacific Tele¬ 
phone and Telegraph Co., said it 
was a temporary job until a 
regular dial system could be in¬ 
stalled. The latter requires ex¬ 
tensive engineering and installa¬ 
tion work, and the manual system 
was the quickest answer to the 
problem. 

The new boards have five out¬ 
side trunk lines with Woodcrest 
8-1166 as the “pilot number.” 
This means that if the pilot num¬ 
ber is busy, the operators can 
switch to any of the four remain¬ 
ing trunks. 

In addition, it has six rotary tie 
lines between Plants 1 and 2. If 
you place a call and one line is 
busy your call automatically ro¬ 
tates to an open line, if any 
are available. There are four off- 
group tie lines for calls originat¬ 
ing at Plant 2 for Plant 1. 

The boards have a total ca¬ 
pacity of 120 station lines. It is 
the only installation of its type 
in San Diego with more than one 
position. 



OPERATORS — Working new 
two-position manual switchboards 
for SD Plant 2 until permanent 
dial system can be installed are 
Faye Ragsdale (right) and Edna 
Reisweber. 
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Convair San Diego Bowling Champions Crowned 


SD'S TOP KEGLERS—The 1950-51 bowling season at Convair wound up as follows: I. Elmer 
Aus, last year's scratch singles champ, this year claimed the scratch all-events crown to win the plant 
championship with 1786. 2. Engineering No. 2 won the scratch team championship, tallying 2758. 

From left: Chuck Wright, Mel Smith and Willard Luppke. Members Joe Montvedas and Stewart 
Phillips not available for picture. 3. Scratch singles event was claimed by Tony Berardini, who rollec 
633. 4. Scratch doubles event went to Steve Mettler (left) and Carl Gollmer with 633. 5. Handi¬ 
cap all-events singles championship went to Emory Smith with 1943. 6. Handicap team winners were 
the Navigators, from left: Bill Branson, Nick Lande, Frank Murphy, and Jim Nolan. Del Grimes was 
not available for picture. Team scored 3007. Nolan also took the singles handicap crown with 700. 

7. In the Women's Division of the Tournament (all handicap), Team No. 6 was the leader. From left: 
Elayne Reid, Lee Mello, Leta Plummer, Ruth Rudeen and Jean Curry. Lee Mello with Phyllis Whor- 
low (not available for picture) took the doubles event, and Lee also captured the women's all-events 
crown, making her plant women's champ. Singles went to Lee Baebler, not available for picture. 

8. Paul Gaughen (left) and Owen Stockton won handicap doubles with 1311. 


Give Surprise Party 
For FW Couple 

Betty Nowell of Dept. 20-1, 
Convair PW, and Calvin Ham¬ 
mons of Dept. 47 were married 
March 9 at the home of Chris 
Lyles. The bride wore a navy 
blue suit, navy blue accessories 
and a white orchid corsage. The 
couple went on a trip to Abilene. 

Betty’s father, Johnny Nowell, 
is a plant protection guard at 
the main gate. 

Members of the bride’s depart¬ 
ment had a surprise party for 
her March 7 in the form of a 
covered-dish luncheon. She was 
given an electric automatic waf¬ 
fle iron. 

Those attending the party were 
Delores Thompson, Jane Thomp¬ 
son, Arlene Miller, Oma Lindley, 
Josephine Lindsey, Mac McCleod, 
Horace B. Lewis, Ike Squires, 
Chet Beale, C. W. Glenn, Ray 
Goree, Dorothy Williams, Mary 
Richardson, Charles H. Bisesi, 
Sam Mills, Edith McDonald, Jo 
Ann Townley, Betty Hayes and 
J. H. Springer. 



CLOSE ONE—Rambna C. 
Negrete of Dept. 47 has her 
goggles to thank for the fact 
that she still has two good eyes. 
While working on an oil cooling 
duct at Convair SD her screw¬ 
driver slipped and slammed into 
the goggle lens with such force 
that the sturdy lens was shat¬ 
tered but she was unhurt. 


Convair SD Teams 
Take Two City 
Basketball Crowns 

Convair SD’s basketball teams 
claimed the championship of the 
two toughest city leagues at sea¬ 
son’s end, and came in second 
in the third and remaining 
league. 

In the elite Metro league Con¬ 
vair climbed from fourth place 
at season’s start to tie the hustl¬ 
ing Keystone Clothiers in the 
finals, for first. Convair took the 
playoff 43 to 34 with Harold 
Stice and Jim Donohue starred 
on the offense with 16 and 13 
points respectively. Playing great 
defensive games and setting up 
plays for Donohue and Stice were 
Lloyd Rinks, Dan Yocum, Gerry 
Nuss, Gil Gilliland and Ace 
Carver. 

The Convair Eagles won the 
Industrial League with nine wins 
and one loss, the latter to the 
First National Bank team which 
beat Convair out of the champ¬ 
ionship last year. 

The Bombers won nine and lost 
three to take second place in 
the Municipal League. Kappa 
Alpha fraternity from State Col¬ 
lege took first with 10 wins and 
two losses. 

Some 40 Convair men took part 
in the city league play during 
the season. 


Big Day for Irish Doubly 
Important to Warrens 

St. Patrick’s Day took an added 
meaning in the lives of the K. S. 
Warren family of Convair FW 
this year. 

Warren, supervisor of Con¬ 
tracts Administration, was pre¬ 
sented with twins by his wife 
Alice on the Big Day for the 
Irish. 

Their names—James Mike and 
Patricia. The Warrens have two 
other girls, Pamela, 6, and Bar¬ 
bara, 4. 


Eichholtz and Walty 
Win Camera Prizes 

Gene Eichholtz of Dept. 6-4 
won first place in black and white 
prints, and E. J. Walty of Dept. 
50-2 was first in color prints in 
the Convair FW Camera Club 
contest Sunday, March 18, at the 
Ridglea CRA Center. 

Second place in black and white 
went to Marie Orrick, whose hus¬ 
band is in Dept. 6-4, and third 
place to J. D. Goodman of Dept. 
50. Honorable mention was won 
by Bob Miller. Second place in 
color pictures was won by A. L. 
Green of Dept. 44, third place by 
Bob Albin of Dept. 64, and 
Honorable mention by Walty. 


FW Bowlins 


740 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Dundee . 57 39 

I. A.M.... 56 40 

Wynn's Oil . 54 42 

Team No. 2. 53 43 

Phillip’s Place . 49 47 

White’s Texaco . 48 48 

J. J. Parks . 48 48 

Team No. 3. 46 50 

Old Plantation . 44 52 

Team No. 10. 41 55 

Team No. 7..„. 39 57 

Team No. 4. 37 59 

675 LEAGUE 

Writers . 61 35 

Majestic Reproduction . 57 39 

Woodmill . 51 45 

Blue Star Inn No. 2. 49 47 

Industrial Engineers . 48 48 

Tooling . 41 55 

Contracts . 39 57 

Accounting . 38 58 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 

Jetomics . 73 31 

Trouble Shooters . 67 37 

Wing Dings ...•. 64 40 

Hedge Hoppers . 56 48 

Drag Counts . 54 50 

Friendly Five . 52 52 

Jug Heads . 50 50 

Hard Heads . 50 54 

Atomizers . 50 54 

Hecklers . 50 54 

Abra Cadabras ... 47 57 

Z-ions .......-. 47 57 

Po Slokes . 47 57 

Framers ...... 44 60 

Wemist . 42 58 

Honey Pots... 35 69 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

S. W. Trophy ...... 62 42 

Brantley’s Flowers . 61 43 

Louis Daiches Jewelers . 60 44 

Bob Fulghum Humble Oil. 59 45 

Bill Harris Insurance . 51 53 

Sam Watson Humble Prod. 43 61 

Firestone Tires _ 40 64 


---- 40 64 


Cox and Reiter Win Monthly Golf 
Sweeps in March Gale at SD 


Convair SD’s Monthly Golf 
Sweepstakes for March were 
played to the tune of a howling 
gale out of a clear sky. Many 
of the 86 entrants surprised 
themselves by the length of their 
drives downwind, and conversely, 
were just as surprised at the 
antics of their best shots up¬ 
wind. 

It was a points-play-against- 
par match held at Rancho Santa 
Fe course on March 17 and 18. 
Merchandise awards totaling $133 
were the prizes. 


competition ended in a tie be¬ 
tween Jerry Cox and A1 Reiter, 
with 34 points each. C. Maxfield 
had 33, W. Rutherford and E. 
Martin had 32 each, and A. Zar- 
racina and R. Osgood had 31 
each. 

Class “B” (handicap 14-19) was 
won by T. Siebel with 37 points. 
Trailing him with 36 each were 
O. Nunamaker, H. A. Walker, 
F. Kemper and E. Raymond. With 
33 points were listed W. Mc¬ 
Adams, G. Kureri, and L. Johns¬ 
ton. 


Class “A” (handicap 0-13) 

FW Management Club 
Hears Kentucky Wit 

The need for more American 
houses to be made into honest-to- 
goodness homes was emphasized 
by Jack Major, Kentucky humor¬ 
ist, in a talk before more than 
1,000 Convair FW Management 
Club members and wives at the 
March “Ladies Night” barbecue 
dinner and dance. 

Major, one-time caddy and 
close friend of the late Irvin S. 
Cobb, gave a humorous talk cli¬ 
maxed by a serious note: “Juve¬ 
nile delinquency is due to the 
fact that too many children live 
in houses instead of homes.” 

The ladies’ night event was 
held in one of the exhibit build¬ 
ings south of Will Rogers Coli¬ 
seum. E. C. Costantino, presi¬ 
dent, opened the after-dinner ses¬ 
sion and turned the microphone 
over to W. E. Magnuson, pro¬ 
gram chairman. 

During dinner, Miss Cleo Land- 
holt, accordionist, entertained. 
Dancing followed in the huge 70 
by 400-foot building. 


Major Charles Yeager 
Endorses Delta Wing 

Major Charles E. Yeager, who 
has flown the Convair XF-92 at 
Edwards Air Force Base, was 
quoted in a recent issue of 
“American Aviation Daily” as 
saying the delta-wing configura¬ 
tion is superior to straight wing 
or swept wing types in high-speed 
flight, in maneuverability, as a 
platform, and in Mach drag. He 
has landed the Convair XF-92A 
as low as 70 mph. 

“A delta wing just can’t be 
stalled,” he emphasized. 


Class “C” (handicap 20-up) 
winners included the only two 
women entered in the match. 
Leta Plummer took first with 
39 points, J. Owen and G. Pruski 
38, N. Munsen 35, Elayne Reid 
34, L. Denny and A. Vernon 3c 
each. 


Lost and Found: 

One Big Sparkler 

When Mrs. M. F. “Brownie” 
Culbertson of the tabulating sec¬ 
tion, Accounting Department FW, 
arrived at work last Thursday, 
she found her wedding ring and 
$2,500 diamond engagement ring 
missing from her finger. 

It was then she remembered 
removing them in her car and 
carrying them in her lap. 

Carefully she retraced her 
steps to her car and found the 
wedding ring, but search as she 
would—no 2-carat engagement 
sparkler. 

Panicky, she reported to Em¬ 
ployee Service Supervisor Gene 
Crosier, who promptly contacted 
Dick Gorton of Public Relations. 

Through Gorton’s efforts both 
FW evening papers earned Mrs. 
Culbertson’s offer of a liberal re¬ 
ward for the diamond ring. 

Next morning, when she arrived 
at work at 7 a.m., N. A. Hewitt 
of Wing Sub Assembly was wait¬ 
ing for her, ring in hand. 

“When I found it,” said Hewitt, 
“I thought it was costume 
jewelry and took it home for my 
kids to play with. Then, when I 
read the story in the paper, I 
like to fell over!” 

The kids probably got a sub¬ 
stitute plaything, for their honest 
dad brought home a $75 check 
from the grateful Mrs. Culbert¬ 
son. 


The plane is now in Convair’s 
experimental shops at San Diego 
for installation of a larger and 
more powerful engine. 


Foresee Women’s 
Washer Tourney 

A woman’s washer pitching 
tournament for FW ferns is fore¬ 
seen for the near future by CRA 
Commissioner Hugh Pennington; 
if enough women are interested. 

Those interested are asked to 
send their names, department 
numbers, shift and telephone 
numbers to Pennington, Tube 11. 


SD Bowling 

HANDICAP LEAGUE 


Team W L 

Navigators .*. 31 9 

Belladonas . 30 10 

Ramprats . 29 11 

Alley Cats . 25 15 

Sparkers ...*. 25 15 

Speculators . 23 17 

Do or Die . 19 21 

Termites . 17 23 

Wolf Pack . 17 23- 

The Cubs . 16 24 

Hot Shots . 15 25 

Mighty Five . 14 26 

Mixmasters . 11 29 

Outcasts ..... 8 32 

This Week’s High Game. 234 

High Series . 573 

High Games for Season: 

J. Nolan (game)... 253 

J. Nolan (series) . 614 

Girls—For Season: 

Lee Mello (game). 201 

Leta Plummer (series) . 512 



“Bunch of B-36D experts from Convair” 































































































March 28, 1951 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 



Lone Woman Holds 
Own in 16-Team 
League — All Men 

When the Jug Heads needed 
a bowler to fill out their five- 
man team in the Convair FW 
Engineering League last fall, 
they didn’t have far to look—they 
found her right in their own 
department. 

And the first time the Jug 
Heads took to the hardwoods to 
>owl, they took a lot of good- 
natured ribbing about their fe¬ 
male member—the only one in 
the entire 16-team league. 

This was all before Evaline 
Stuck bowled her first game for 
the Jug Heads. She quickly 
changed the minds of the skep¬ 
tics with her steady play and 
there was no question after that 
as to her bowling ability. 

Evaline, a publications assis¬ 
tant in Dept. 6-5, says she 
thought the Jug Heads were kid¬ 
ding when they asked her to join 
their team last fall. 

But team members L. C. Pat¬ 
ton, W. E. Eldred, G. H. Duncan, 
and Paul Hurley talked her into 
joining the “Heads.” Now she 
is a full-fledged member of the 
team for good. 

How does it feel to be the only 
woman bowler in an all-man 
league? Evaline says she takes 
a lot of kidding every Thursday 
night, but that it’s “lots of fun.” 

“At first, I was scared and 
wondered how I would make out 
among all those men,” says Eva¬ 
line. “That first night was a ter¬ 
ror until I found the Jug Heads 
were all behind me when the jok¬ 
ing began. After a while I knew 
the other teams were just kidding 
and it was fun,” she recalls. 

Evaline has a current average 
of about 156 and ranks about 
midway among the men in the 
league. Her teammates insist 
that she bowl in the lead-off spot 
and say she sets a good pace for 
the other teams to follow. 

Eldred remarked: “Evaline is 
a good sport and takes the kid¬ 
ding in stride. Her level-headed 
thinking and steady bowling have 
helped us hold our own.” 

The soft-speaking Evaline says 
she has been bowling off and on 
for the past 15 years. She says 
she started bowling with her hus¬ 
band, the late Johnny H. Stuck, 
a Convair FW group engineer. 

She finds time between her job 
and competition in the Engineer¬ 
ing League to bowl with the J. E. 
Foster and Son team in the 
Major League each Monday 
night. 

Will she be back with the Jug 
Heads when the league opens 
play next year? “I guess so,” 
says Evaline, “if they still want 
me, Pll try to make a good hand.” 



THREE JUGS AND A JILL— 
The Jug Heads line up for pho¬ 
tographer prior to match play 
with only woman bowler in Con¬ 
vair FW Engineering League. 
From left to right are: L. C. Pat¬ 
ton, Paul Hurley, Evaline Stuck 
and W. E. Eldred. Not shown is 
fifth member, G. H. Duncan. 


CRA means Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association and YOU are 
a member! 


Softball, Baseball 
Season Opens at FW 

March 20 not only heralded the 
coming of spring to the nation 
but also the opening of practice 
for all baseball and softball teams 
wearing the colors of the FW 
division CRA. 

Three baseball teams are slated 
for action when league play 
opens in April, says W. W. 
Womble, acting CRA baseball and 
softball commissioner. 

CRA will have one baseball 
team in the Major City League 
this season and two teams in the 
Sunday Afternoon League. Loop 
play opens April 16 in the Major 
City. The Sunday League open¬ 
ing date has not been set. 

Spring training sessions for 
baseballers are being held twice 
weekly at Sycamore Park. Try¬ 
outs are at 5 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday and more players are 
needed. 

At least six teams are ready 
for action in the softball wars 
opening April 9. Teams are being 
formed by individuals throughout 
the division, registered with CRA. 

Womble is interested in con¬ 
tacting all baseball and softball 
players. Information regarding 
all leagues and teams is available 
through CRA, Ext. 5141. 



SPRING IS HERE —Convair 
FW baseball and softball teams 
are looking forward to spring and 
a new season but Fern Strain, 
employee service clerk, finds it 
all baffling. Fern has to issue and 
check out all playing equipment 
to teams. 

FW Girls 1 Softball 
Sessions Started 

Spring training sessions for 
Convair FW girls interested in 
softball are now being held two 
nights weekly, according to W. 
W. Womble, acting CRA commis¬ 
sioner of softball. 

The girls drill Tuesday night 
at Centennial Park beside Will 
Rogers auditorium and Thursday 
night at Forest Park No. 1. 
Both sessions begin at 5 p.m. 

The Girls Industrial League 
opens play April 9 at FW. 


Red Cross Donations 
Still Rolling In 

Convair FW employees are 
still contributing to the swelling 
1951 Red Cross campaign fund 
after exceeding the original goal 
of $25,000 four days after the 
month-long drive opened. 

A total of $26,963.47 had been 
collected at press time. These de¬ 
partments have been added to the 
list' of those having met or ex¬ 
ceeded their quotas since the 
last issue of CONVAIRIETY: 

Engineering, Tool Service, 
Traffic, Tooling, Plant Engineer¬ 
ing, Nose and Tail, Development 
Field Operations, Development 
Manufacturing and Finishing. 

Over all, 31 of the plant’s 37 
departments have made 100 per 
cent of quota or more. 



FIRST TIME — For first time 
since Convair Recreation Associ¬ 
ation was organized in 1949, two 
division CRA presidents shake 
hands. H. G. Starkey of FW and 
Eddie Robinson of SD congratu¬ 
late each other on approaching 
end of CRA's best fiscal year 
in both divisions. Starkey was on 
business trip to SD. 

Annual FW Badminton 
Tourney Slated 

The annual plant-wide badmin¬ 
ton tournament at Convair FW is 
set to get under way April 11, 
with finals slated for April 30, 
CRA badminton commissioner 
Phil Mahaffey said this week. 

The tournament is scheduled 
for Monday and Wednesday 
nighfs of each week at 7 p.m. and 
will be held in the W. C. Strip¬ 
ling Junior High School Gym¬ 
nasium. All Convair and Air 
Force people and their families 
are invited to enter. 

No entry fee will be charged 
and CRA will furnish all shuttles. 
Individual trophies will go to the 
winners in each division. 

Men’s singles and doubles, 
women’s singles and doubles, and 
mixed doubles will be held. A 
consolation bracket will be held 
for first round losers. 

Deadline for entries is April 6. 
For additional information or 
entry blanks contact Phil Mahaf¬ 
fey, Dept. 6-2, Ext. 5294. 


One More Little League 
Sponsor Needed at FW 

At least two teams of Convair 
FW youngsters 12 years and 
under are assured sponsors for 
“Little League” Baseball during 
the coming months. 

A. K. Lawley (Dept. 4-5) will 
supervise a team of youngsters 
from the Arlington Heights area 
and J. E. Jones (Dept. 30) will 
coach a team from Liberator Vil¬ 
lage. 

Dept. 30 will furnish uniforms 
for the Liberator Village nine and 
CRA will provide balls, bats and 
catcher’s equipment for both 
teams. 

CRA would like to have a third 
team from the River Oaks area 
to round out the League, if a 
sponsor can be located to coach 
the boys. Call CRA, Ext. 5141, 
for information. 


Casting to Start for 
Next Drama Club Play 

Casting for Convair FW drama 
club’s next play after “Arsenic 
and Old Lace” will start imme¬ 
diately. Tryouts will be held at 
the Y.M.C.A., March 28-29, from 
8 to 10 p.m., and April 1 from 3 
to 5 p.m. 

Walker James, dramatic in¬ 
structor at TCU, has been en¬ 
gaged to cast and direct this pro¬ 
duction. Under consideration for 
the next play is “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” a Broadway comedy hit 
of the 1949-50 season, which has 
just been released for amateur 
production. The cast requires 12 
women and eight men. 

Charles Henson, also a dra¬ 
matic instructor at TCU, will 
teach the class in acting. Classes 
will be limited to 15 people, and 
will run for 18 two-hour sessions 
once a week. Those taking the 
instruction will pay 50 cents a 
session. 

Contact Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation in employee services 
office, Ext. 5266, or Drama Club 
Commissioner Stan Brown, Ext. 
5242, for information. 


CRA Bowlers Among Winners in 
Southwest Tournament at FW 


Four five-man CRA teams and 
several individuals from Convair 
FW finished in the money last 
week as the 24th annual South¬ 
west Bowling Tournament ended 
a five-week stand in Fort Worth. 

The regular Convair bowling 
team, composed of H. G. Starkey, 
A. J. Fletcher, Joe Shuter, Woody 
Henderson, and W. C. Browning, 
came in second in the Class B 
five-man team division. 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s team No. 1 finished seventh 
in the same division. A. J. Bas¬ 
kin, Johnny Harpstrite, Newt 
Halbrook, Leach Arterburn, and 
A1 Damico make up the team. 

CRA team No. 2 and CRA 
team No. 5 also came in among 


the top 20 teams in the Class B 
division. 

Warren Doom was the high in¬ 
dividual of the tourney among 
Convair people, placing second in 
the Class B singles. Leach Arter¬ 
burn also placed among the sin¬ 
gles winners in the same division. 

Tony Wren and his partner 
copped prizes in the Class B 
doubles and Wren finished 
among the winners in the all¬ 
events section of the same divi¬ 
sion. W. Klabunde also placed 
in the all-events. 

A1 Brent and his partner were 
in the money among the Class A 
doubles teams and A1 Damico 
kept Convair’s name alive with a 
place in the all-events section of 
the same division. 



Convairettes Win 


Consolation Cup 

The Convair FW Convairettes 
returned to their jobs last week 
after winning the consolation 
trophy in the Texas state TAAF 
girls’ basketball tournament at 
Cactus. 

Dorothy Henderson, Convair’s 
high-scoring forward, was select¬ 
ed on the all-state team for her 
outstanding performance during 
the tournament. 

The Convair girls won two 
games in the tournament and lost 
a pair of close games to the 
hometown Cactus sextet, both by 
a one-point margin. 

Cactus copped the first with 
the Convairettes, by an 18-17 
count, and then won the final 
game of the tournament with a 
narrow 22-21 margin. 

The girls blasted Sunray, 24-11, 
in the second round and moved 
into the consolation round by 
beating Dumas, 23-15. 

The Convairettes won 19 games 
during the entire season and lost 
seven, scoring 699 points to 480 
for the opposition. 

Dorothy Henderson led the 
scoring parade with 280 points 
and Nancy Smith trailed with 
103 points. 

The girls placed second in the 
Fort Worth Girls’ League during 
the regular season. 


TWO POINTS—All-state for¬ 
ward Dorothy Henderson of the 
Convair FW girls' team, right, 
dark blouse, scores basket for 
Convairettes in state TAAF tour¬ 
nament against Sunray while Elo- 
ise Martin, No. 99, awaits re¬ 
bound. Convair won the game, 
24-1 I. 



HOT FOURSOME—Bob Montgomery, holding flag, Fred Foster 
and Lawrence Armstrong watch while H. T. Cole putts during first 
Monthly Golf Sweepstakes at FW. Armstrong won the Sweep- 
stakes, Montgomery finished second, and Cole tied for fourth. 
Foster failed to place. 


ArmstrongTakes FW Golf Sweeps 


Lawrence Armstrong, Dept. 20, 
fashioned a net 69 over the wind¬ 
swept fairways at Ridglea golf 
course, March 17, to cop first 
prize in the monthly CRA Golf 
Sweepstakes at Convair FW. 

Bob Montgomery, Dept. 25, was 
only one stroke behind Arm¬ 
strong with a 70 net to gain sec¬ 
ond place. 

From that point, ties were the 
order of the day for the re¬ 
mainder of the field that braved 
cold north winds to launch the 
1951 CRA golf season. Seven 
men tied for third place, seven 
for fourth, six for fifth, and eight 
for sixth place. 

CRA golf commissioner Fred 
Foster presented Armstrong 
with a wrist watch for first place. 


Montgomery received nine golf 
balls and the other winners in 
the first six places also received 
golf balls. 

Bunched together with 72s for 
third place were: Bob Grable, 
George Young, Brad Calhoun, 
George Davis, C. J. Low, W. K. 
Koehler, and M. T. Flynn. 

The fourth place winners shoot¬ 
ing 73s were: Jack Samuelson, 
Chuck Stanley, F. Hopton-Jones, 
F. E. Frayer, Jack Fletcher, H. T. 
Cole, and R. D. Daniels. 

W. F. Sutton, J. P. Schoonover, 
Dale Thelan, Clint Day, Les 
Lortz, and K. A. Taylor fired 74s. 

Shooting 75s were Earl Weiher, 
E. R. Muncy, Barry Zeisler, S. A. 
Rowland, O. L. Davidson, H. H. 
Hill, J. E. Topliff, and L. M. 
Cudd. 
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EXHIBITION PLANE—Moisant-Bleriot monoplane with Gnome 
rotary engine of 50 h.p. which Kantner hopped out of ball parks 
and fair grounds all over the country, gaining reputation as avia- 
tion expert. 



KANTNER'S OWN—"Moisant Bluebird" built by Kantner at 
Mineola, L. I., had many improvements over his original exhibi¬ 
tion plane. Note modified Bleriot landing gear. He later built 
four of these for Mexico, one for Guatemala, and has built many 
other planes of various types for companies and individuals. 



WINNER—Harold Kantner stands proudly in cockpit of Schmiddt 
monoplane (with Dormoy monocoque fuselage) after winning New 
York Times 4th of July Race, 1914. Note bulges under sweater— 
bicycle inner tubes for life savers! Tanks under wings were emer¬ 
gency flotation devices required by Aero Club rules. Dormoy with 
black hat in foreground. 



OVER "VATERLAND"—Kantner, during Times race, took his 
racer over funnels of huge German liner, later captured by Allies, 
renamed "Leviathan" and used as troop transport. Welfare Island 
in background as seen from building at Battery Park. 



"BOMBER"—Roughly retouched to show features, shot shows 
French pilot Sgt. Etienne Dormoy (front) in 1915 Voisin biplane. 
It had NO h.p. Salmson radial water-cooled engine and cruised 
at 50 m.p.h. with three hours fuel. Gun could fire rig.ht and front 
only, was operated by observer-gunner-bombardier. Note square 
window in cockpit bottom, bank of landing lights, and box under 
bombardier from which was dropped a 105 mm field gun shell 
"bomb" equipped with fins. Landing gear had brakes on rear 
wheels, was forerunner of today's tricycle gear. 


From Wood and Wire to Guided Missiles 

Kantner-Dormoy Story Covers 
Forty Years of Aviation History 


The interlocking stories of 
Harold D. Kantner and Etienne 
Dormoy start in the glue and 
wire days of aviation, and are not 
yet finished. Pioneers in aviation, 
both men are still pioneering in 
guided missile work for Convair 
at San Diego. 

Kantner was born in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, and Dormoy in 
Pontarlier, France. Harold joined 
the Mineola, Long Island group 
of aviation enthusiasts known as 
Moisant International Aviators 
in May, 1911. That was when, as 
he puts it, you determined 
whether it was good flying 
weather by holding up a wet 
finger and watching the wind 
blow the treetops. 

Dormoy started in aviation 
about the same time, as a drafts¬ 
man with the Deperdussin Co. of 
France, which firm built the 
world’s first monocoque fuse¬ 
lages. The method was to wrap 
and glue narrow strips of thin 
wood around a form to make a 
strong plywood airplane body 
with no internal struts. Dormoy 
became an expert at this type 
of construction. 

The two men first met in 
August, 1913 when Kantner 
went to Paris for the Aero 
Club of America to purchase 
the largest rotary Gnome En¬ 
gine then made—an 18-cylinder 
monster of 160 h. p. Deperdus¬ 
sin was to furnish the airframe 
and the plane was to represent 
America in the Gordon Ben¬ 
nett Cup Race held in Rheims 
in September, 1913. Dormoy, 
who spoke a halting brand of 
English, was called upon to 
make the airframe deal with 
Kantner, who spoke no French. 

Kantner introduced Dormoy to 
Maximillian Schmiddt, wealthy 
aviation enthusiast and sports¬ 
man, who later hired Dormoy to 
come to Paterson, N. J. to build 
the first true monocoque fuselage 
used in the U. S. In 1914 Kantner 
flew the resulting Schmiddt mon¬ 
oplane to win the New York 
Times 4th of July Race. The 
route began and ended at Gov¬ 
ernor’s Island via Spuyten Duyvil 
and Coney Island, a distance of 
some 50 miles. The prize was a 
large silver cup and $500 cash. 
The money meant a lot to Kant¬ 
ner, for in those days an aviator 
made a living where he found it, 
and the going was thin in spots. 

In October, 1914 Kantner ar¬ 
rived at North Island, in San 
Diego Bay, to compete in trials 
for a U. S. Army contract with 
a Schmiddt biplane using a Dor¬ 
moy monocoque fuselage. It was 
powered with an 80 h. p. LeRhone 
engine equipped with the first 
full mechanical valve action 
flown in this country. Kantner 
had tested the plane in several 
flights out of the Mineola, L. 
I. field, and felt he had a fair 
chance of winning the competi¬ 
tion. Arrayed against him with 
their planes were such early 
birds as Christopherson, Martin, 
and Curtiss, all of whom, like 
Kantner, were operating on a 
financial shoestring. 

Came the day of the trials with 
the eager birdmen champing at 
the throttles. But the Army 
called the whole thing off. The 
entrants had failed to furnish 
blueprints in triplicate, said the 
Army regretfully, and besides, 
Congress had not provided money 
for prizes anyway. 

By now, World War I was in 
full swing and the Germans were 
threatening Paris. Dormoy had 
joined the French Army as a 
sergeant of engineers, but vol¬ 
unteered for aviation training 
and in 1915 became a licensed 
pilot with the French Air Force. 

The Germans were sending 
their zeppelins over Paris and 
Dormoy became a member of the 
world’s first night-fighter squad¬ 
ron. To bring down the massive 
hydrogen-filled zeps the rickety 
French planes were provided with 
large calibre rifles firing incen¬ 
diary bullets. “But the only 
time we ever had a chance to 
shoot at a zeppelin,” said Dor¬ 


moy with a grin, “it was so 
cloudy we couldn’t see it.” 

Dormoy also piloted the under¬ 
powered “bombers” of the period 
on night expeditions “around the 
neighborhood.” They made only 
50 m. p. h. and carried three 
hours of fuel, but since the Ger¬ 
mans were right outside the 
gates of Paris, that was suffic¬ 
ient. The French carried twelve 
75 mm field gun shells equipped 
with fins to make them fall nose 
first and explode. These were 
locked in racks on the outside of 
the plane, and the bombardier 
merely reached out, unhooked 
one by hand, and dropped it at 
what he considered the proper 
time on the proper target. They 
also carried one big 105 mm 
shell fitted in a box so equipped 
that the “bomb” could be released 
mechanically. 

Outside the “natural hazards” 
of flying, especially at night, 
Dormoy said it wasn’t particu¬ 
larly dangerous. Enemy aircraft 
couldn’t see each other at night, 
so they never had any encounters 
of that.nature. The bomber was 
equipped with landing lights, 
and the fields were lighted. Dor¬ 
moy survived two years of this 
kind of operation, at the end of 
which he went back to the Deper¬ 
dussin factory as an engineer to 
help build the famous “Spad” 
fighter. 

Kantner, during this period, 
had been engaged in all manner 
of flying activities in the U. S., 
chiefly as demonstrator and in¬ 
structor. He trained the Yale 
Unit No. 2 of 12 men, all of 
whom later were commissioned 
as officers in the U. S. Army 
Air Force and saw service over¬ 
seas. Since the training planes 
were primarily single-seaters, 
Kantner says he had to tell his 
students how to fly, and if they 
didn’t follow his instructions, 
they usually wound up in a 
crash. 

One of Kantner’s jobs was a 
7-month tour of teaching the 
Italian Navy to fly seaplanes. 
He qualified as a seaplane ex¬ 
pert by making one flight in a 
Burgess-Dunne tailless pusher 
—“a really modern job.” 

Dormoy came to America for 
keeps in 1917, accompanied by a 



OVER THERE —Etienne Dor¬ 
moy (left) points across few miles 
and nearly 40 years to spot on 
North Island in San Diego Bay 
where in 1914 young Harold 
Kantner (right) hopefully tuned 
his Schmiddt biplane for Army 
competition. Both now are in 
Dept. 6 SD where Dormoy 
a design engineer and Kantne. 
is a research development tech¬ 
nician. Photo was made from 
Dormoy's house, which is a block 
from Kantner's. 

box of blueprints and two Spads. 
He was to teach Americans to 
build the aircraft in the brand 
new Curtiss Elmwood Plant at 
Buffalo, N. Y. At that time it 
was the largest aircraft factory 
in the world, measuring 1,500 
feet each way. But though a 
number of fuselages were com¬ 
pleted no finished aircraft were 
ever produced because the His- 
pano engines with which they 
were to be powered never did 
materialize before the war ended. 

So Dormoy went to work for 
the U. S. Army Air Force as 
a civil engineer from 1917 to 1925. 
From ’25 to ’32 he was with the 
Buhl Aircraft Co. of Detroit, and 
from ’32 to ’36 with Boeing Air¬ 
craft Co. of Seattle. In 1936 he 
came to Convair as an engineer. 

Kantner, after a similar series 
of aviation jobs, wound up at 
Convair in 1940 as an inspector. 

Neither knew the other was 
around. 

Consequently, it was with con¬ 
siderable amazement that Dor¬ 
moy, now with Production Con¬ 
trol on the PBY, ran across 
Kantner while walking down the 
assembly line. 

Although they didn’t plan it 
that way, both bought homes 
within a block of each other at 
the top of Sassafras Street, over¬ 
looking the Convair plant. 



RACER—French Deperdussin monocoque model of 1913 is type 
for which Kantner was sent by Aero Club of America to France 
where he first met Dormoy. Though American entry was nev 
finished, a similar plane took James Gordon Bennett Race of 1913. 
Note rotovanes on disc wheels to keep them turning for smooth 
landing. Adaptation has been used by American rubber com¬ 
panies who put vanes on tires. 



5^'-FLYING BAT-H TUB" —■• 1924 


"BATHTUB"—Built by Dormoy in basement as poor man's air 
flivver, this little beauty weighed 260 lbs. empty, of which 120 
lbs. was Henderson motorcycle engine. Flown by Dormoy at the 
1924 National Air Races, Dayton, it took Rickenbacker Trophy and 
$2,200 in prize money. 
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With 28,000 on 

Payroll, FW Now 
Biggest Air Plant 


Luncheon to Observe 
FW's 10th Anniversary 


QUALITY CONTROLLERS—Newly named manager of quality control at Convair FW is J. Y. 
McClure (center). Reporting to him are T. E. Hoffman (left), new chief of inspection, and J. W. 
Roche (right), new chief of process control. 

Quality Control 
to Improve B-36 

A new quality control program 
designed to furnish the Air Force 
with still better B-36 bombers at 
ever lower costs on faster sched¬ 
ules was announced at Convair 
FW last week by Division Man¬ 
ager A. C. Esenwein. 

Heading the program as acting 
chief is J. Y. McClure, formerly 
chief of Inspection. Reporting to 
McClure will be two departments: 

Inspection, headed by T. E. 

Hoffman, formerly assistant chief 
of Inspection; and Process Con¬ 
trol, headed by J. W. Roche, also 
formerly assistant chief of In¬ 
spection. 

In the new program, inspection 
functions will continue to be han¬ 
dled much as in the past. 

The newly created Process Con¬ 
trol department, as explained by 
McClure, will permit Convair FW 
for the first time to assign on a 
full-time basis specialized process 
engineers to work both in the 
factory and in the laboratories to 
assure best possible results from 
various processes used in build¬ 
ing B-36s. 

The Process Control depart¬ 
ment will be made up of two 
sections: a process engineering 
section supervised by Walter Bar¬ 
ling, and a process engineering 
laboratory section directed by 
Earl Weiher (see page 4). 

The laboratory will concentrate 
( Continued on page 2) 


B-36 Subcontract 
Work Increases 

Production of B-36 parts and 
assemblies by Convair sub-con- 
tractors has increased from about 
12 per cent to almost one-third 
of Convair’s entire B-36 produc¬ 
tion cost since the sub-contracts 
department went into operation 
at the Fort Worth division six 
months ago. 

The increase, important as one 
measure of Convair’s readiness 
if it should be called upon for an 
all-out B-36 effort, was disclosed 
this week by A. F. Thompson, 
chief of the comparatively new 
Sub-Contracts department. 

Millions of dollars worth of 
B-36 parts are now being manu¬ 
factured by 40 sub-contractors 
with plants in 11 states. 

In addition, materials and serv¬ 
ices for the B-36 program also 
come from 1,610 suppliers in 36 
states and the District of Colum¬ 
bia. 

Growth of the sub-contracting 
program is reflected in percent¬ 
ages, dollarwise, since 1949. In 
that year, sub-contracted parts 
amounted to 12 per cent of the 
production cost, as compared to 
the current 32.7 per cent. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Prominent figures who in 1941 
turned the first dirt to start con¬ 
struction of the plant that now 
houses Convair Fort Worth will 
return to the scene next week in 
observance of the tenth anniver¬ 
sary of that occasion. 

William Holden, executive vice- 
president of the Fort Worth 
chamber of commerce, announced 
today that chamber officers and 
members of the board of direc¬ 
tors will observe the anniversary 
with a lunch program in the Con¬ 
vair cafeteria, Wednesday, April 
18. 

Among guests invited to attend 
are Amon Carter and Major Gen. 
Gerald C. Brant, since retired, 
who turned the first spadeful of 
earth at the original ceremony. 


Other prominent citizens who 
were present also will be on the 
guest list. 

In addition to luncheon the 
program will include remarks by 
Holden on the significance of the 
Convair division to Fort Worth 
and to Texas, and a response by 
A. C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager, expressing Convair’s appre¬ 
ciation for the cooperation during 
the decade from chamber offi¬ 
cers, Fort Worth officials and 
citizens. 

The visitors who are interested 
will be invited to tour the plant 
for a first-hand comparison of 
the current Convair operation 
with the muddy field they will 
remember from 10 years ago. 


Convair Has Produced 3,000 Planes 
During Decade at Fort Worth 


Next Wednesday—April 18—is 
the tenth anniversary of the day 
in 1941 when Amon Carter and 
Brig. Gen. Gerald C. Brant dug 
the first spadeful of earth to 
start turning a patch of Tarrant 
County farmland into a $55,000,- 
000 aircraft plant. 

Only modest informal notice of 
the anniversary is scheduled at 
Convair FW division. As A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager, put 
it: 

“That’s history, although ad¬ 
mittedly history of which we’re 
proud. But we haven’t much 
time to stand around patting 
ourselves on the back. 

“We’re too busy building 
B-36s and too busy planning 
for the next 10 years!” 

* * * 

But those years were memor¬ 
able. ... 

On April 17, 1942, almost 

exactly one year after the 
ground-breaking ceremony, the 
first Fort Worth assembled B-24 
Liberator bomber rolled off the 
assembly line and roared into the 
air. It was accepted by the Air 
Force 100 days ahead of schedule. 

During most of the hectic 
World War II days, FW division 
folks continued to turn out B-24s, 
one of the war’s most famous 
bombers, and the C-87 four- 
engine cargo transport sister 
ships. 

At the same time, work started 
on the B-32 Dominator bomber, 
of which more than 100 were 
built, and on the XB-36, the ex¬ 
perimental model B-36 which pre¬ 
ceded all others. 

In all, Convair FW employees 
have turned out more than 3,000 
bombers in these 10 years. This 
is a total of approximately 
75,000,000 pounds of airframes. 


Also during the decade FW divi¬ 
sion folks have pocketed more 
than $390,000,000 in paychecks 
and most of it, naturally, was 
spent right in Fort Worth. 


wartime employment peak, about 
38 per cent of employees were 
women. Convair again is gradu¬ 
ally increasing the number of 
women on its payroll. 


With more than 28,000 on the payroll, Convair FW divi¬ 
sion folks building B-36 bombers now make up the largest 
single aircraft family in the United States.. 

This wa,s disclosed today by August C. Esenwein, divi¬ 
sion manager, when he announced that employment now 
exceeds the 28,000 figure. 

Convair’s San Diego division, 
with more than 19,000 employees, 
is fourth. Overall Convair em¬ 
ployment is about 47,000. 

The upward trend in employ¬ 
ment began to gain momentum 
about a year ago when FW divi¬ 
sion was made up of 16,000 em¬ 
ployees. The 12,000 net gain rep¬ 
resents an average gain of about 
1,000 per month. 

In the previous year, net gain 
was only 2,000. 

Esenwein said that the in¬ 
crease is due in part to in¬ 
creased emphasis placed by the 
Air Force on the B-36 program 
since the Korean crisis de¬ 
veloped. 

The 546-acre installation, 
largest integrated aircraft manu¬ 
facturing unit in the world, is 
the only plant in the United 
States producing the long-range 
bombers. 

San Diego division, however, is 
modifying earlier model B-36s, 
as well as working on other con¬ 
tracts with the Air Force and the 
Navy. 

Convair’s present FW employ¬ 
ment—a peacetime high—is about 
2,500 less than the all-time 30,609 
high reached in November, 1943, 
during World War II. Lowest 
point since the division began 
operating was 6,400 in Decem¬ 
ber, 1945, four months after V-J 
Day. 

Approximately 3,000—or about 
11 per cent—of the “family” is 
now made up of women. During 


TEN YEARS AGO—Brig. Gen. Gerald C. Brant and Amon 
Carter, shown above turning first shovel of earth in ground-breaking 
ceremonies at Convair FW ten years ago, are among notables 
invited to attend tenth anniversary observance at plant April 18. 


Starkey Voted 
Second Term 
as CRA Prexy 

The employee council of CRA 
at Fort Worth at its April meet¬ 
ing re-elected three of four of¬ 
ficers to serve during the 1951- 
52 fiscal year. 

Elected to serve second terms 
were H. G. Starkey, president; 
Finn Wahl, vice-president; and 
John A. Scott, treasurer. Stan 
Brown joins the group as secre¬ 
tary. 

Starkey, a senior tool engineer 
in Dept. 24-8, Wahl, a foreman 
in Dept. 30, and Scott, contract 
analyst in Dept. 11-1, were cited 
by the council for leading CRA 
through its biggest year since it 
was founded in 1949. 

In addition to serving as of¬ 
ficers, Starkey also is CRA bowl- 
continued on page 2) 


$20,000 Marked 
For CRA Shows 

A budget setting up $20,000 
for plant-wide special recreation 
events during the 1951-52 fiscal 
year was voted by the FW divi¬ 
sion Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion Employee Council at its 
April meeting. 

What special events will be 
scheduled has not been deter¬ 
mined, but they will be similar 
in scope to the Gainsville Com¬ 
munity Circus presentation in 
1949 and the “Melody on Ice” 
show and Christmas party given 
by CRA for all Convair families 
last year. 

In addition, $39,303.50 was bud¬ 
geted by the Employee Council to 
support 27 different activities 
which continue on a year-round 
basis, such as square dancing, 
chess, washer pitching, the CRA 
lunch-time movies given in the 
plant and so on. 

Council members also set aside 
$20,000 to be used, if necessary, 
to provide furnishings and equip¬ 
ment necessary for various ac¬ 
tivities and events to be held in 
the new Will Rogers CRA Center 
being established in one of the 
show buildings south of the coli¬ 
seum. 

Other CRA budget items for 
the year ending March 31, 1952, 
include $6,500 for rental and 
utilities of such facilities as the 
Ridglea CRA Center used by the 
Amateur Radio Club, the Camera 
Club and band. 

Four thousand dollars was 
voted to set up new activities as 
conditions may warrant during 
( Continued on page 2) 
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Some Cfrcu/atfon/ 

'Round Robin Journal' Links Up 
14 Members of Savage Family 



SAFETY AWARD WINNERS—Depts. 14 and 8 at Fort Worth held new safety trophies this 
week. In photo at left, R. C. Blevins, left, and G. A. Frazier, right, receive factory award from 
B. G. Reed, assistant division manager. In rig,ht hand photo J. F. Ringo and J. D. Golder accept 
office award. 

Concerns Throughout Nation 
Supply Parts to Build B-36 


When Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage 
gets mail from home, the letter 
has really been around. It travels 
through ten cities in seven states 
and passes through the hands of 
14 people—his mother, father, 
and his 12 brothers and sisters— 
before it gets to him! 

Colonel Savage, assistant Air 
Force plant representative at 
Convair FW, is the youngest of 
a family of nine boys and four 
girls. When the kids grew up 
and left home, correspondence be¬ 
came a major problem. 

In the early 1930’s, one of the 
Savage brothers, a printer, de¬ 
cided to try a “round robin” let¬ 
ter. He set up a schedule for all 
letters to be routed in turn from 
one member of the family to an¬ 
other. The idea worked out well, 
and is still in operation. 

It works like this: When 
Colonel Savage receives his 
monthly “Savage Journal,” his 
last letter is on top, and letters 
and pictures from all others are 
underneath. He reads the letters, 
initials them in the left margin, 
removes his old letter and puts 
his new letter at the bottom of 
the stack. 

The rule is that the Journal 
should not be held more than 24 
hours. If the writers all keep 
the schedule, the Journal’s entire 
circuit takes around 30 days. 

The letter’s stops include Wash¬ 
ington State, Indiana, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Florida, Texas 
and three cities in Alabama. 

Occupations of the Savage 
brothers and sisters are varied. 



NEWS FROM HOME — Lt. 
Col. C. (Doc) Savag.e's letters 
from 12 brothers and sisters and 
mother and father come all at 
once—in a round robin "Savage 
Journal" sometimes requiring an 
hour to read. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Ten year pins: Dept. 6-1: C. G. Martin 
Jr. ; Dept. 6-4, T. B. Vavrin ; Dept. 6-7, 
E. R. Weiher; Dept. 7-0, C. H. White ; 
Dept. 24-1, A. E. Unruh; Dept. 50, C. 
H. Davis. 

Five year pins: Dept. 4-5, J. R. Con- 
nally; Dept. 7-1, L. B. Frost; Dept. 9, 
L. T. Byers; Dept. 11.-0, R. E. Slawson ; 
Dept. 14-2, H. W. Gray; Dept. 20-2, 
P. M. Cheatham ; Dept. 22-4, W. C. 
Biggar Jr., Dept. 22-5, H. J. Brum¬ 
baugh, R. H. Westmoreland; 

Dept. 25-4, W. L. Thomas ; Dept. 27-S, 
C. Mathison ; Dept. 27-4, E. K. Jackson; 
Dept. 31, A. H. Woodall, W. I. Swiney, 
T. J. Morgan, C. T. McDaniel, G. H. L. 
Holbrook, C. Wright ; Dept. 44, G. D. 
Bailey; Depc. 45, W. A. Boley, C. E. 
Jones; Dept. 46, E. J. Mitchell, E. B. 
Morrison, J. T. Byers, C. W. Milner; 
Dept. 48, J. R. Bell, O. D. Carter. 

Dept. 50, E. Miller; Dept. 61, O. L. 


There are two printers, two 
airplane pilots, an instructor at 
the University of Florida, field 
representative for the Veterans 
Administration, public welfare 
director, school teacher, and 
merchant marine. 

The parents live in Kennedy, 
Ala., where the father still prac¬ 
tices medicine at the age of 85. 
Mother is 78. 

Since the Savages seldom get 
together, the monthly letter is all 
the more important. 

“It takes about an hour to 
read,” Colonel Savage says. 
“Each edition is practically a 
'Savage Saga.’ ” 

Quality Control 
to Improve B-36 

(Continued from page 1) 
on tests and experiments design¬ 
ed to improve processes being 
used in the factory, while the 
process engineering section will 
be responsible for issuing techni¬ 
cal instructions on processing, 
and for coordinating processing 
methods with tooling, the labora¬ 
tory and factory departments. 

McClure is a Convair veteran 
whose service dates back to 1935. 
He transferred from SD division 
to FW in 1944 to assume duties 
as chief inspector. 

Hoffman also is a Convair 
veteran, having started at SD 
division in 1940 as a hull inspec¬ 
tor. He worked at Convair’s war¬ 
time New Orleans division in 
1943-44 before transferring to 
Fort Worth in 1945. 

Roche recently returned to 
service with Convair after work¬ 
ing the last several years with 
Northrop Aircraft, Inc., Aviation 
Maintenance Corp., and Lockheed 
Aircraft Corp. He previously had 
worked for Convair at SD divi¬ 
sion 1935-38, and for Consoli¬ 
dated at Buffalo, N. Y., 1928-30. 

Current assistant chief inspec¬ 
tor assignments include: O. R. 
Goode, responsible for inspection 
in fabrication departments, sub 
assembly, major assembly and 
tank sealing; E. E. Durbin, re¬ 
sponsible for inspection in final 
assembly and field operations; 
and M. R. Jackson, responsible 
for all second shift inspection 
functions. 

Inspection general supervisors 
and their assignments are: C. O. 
Tomerlin, third shift inspection; 
J. N. Showers, inspection func¬ 
tions in materials review, control, 
receiving, shipping, testing and 
tool inspection; L. G. Daigle, final 
assembly inspection; and M. J. 
Grace, field operations inspection. 


Willingham, R. L. Buclcalew; Dept. 74, 

G. L. Lane; Dept. 76, J. W. Coleman; 
Dept. 81, H. R. Cook, W. P. Hogue, J. 

H. Williamson, J. C. Hadsell ; Dept. 82, 
O. M. Reiber, T. E. Allsbrooks, B. B. 
Carroll. 

Births 

GRAWUNDER — Daughter, Susan 
Elaine, 7 lbs., 12 oz., born March 26 to 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Grawunder, Dept. 
24-1. 

COLLINS—Daughter, Jan Marie, 8 
lbs. 1 oz., born March 28 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Collins, Dept. 81. 

TOLSON—Son, William Edwin Tolson, 
9 lbs., 14 oz., born March 22 to Mr. and 
Mrs. B. A. Tolson, Dept. 76. 

Lost & Found 

W. J. Mill, Dept. 41-1, reports loss of 
Navy pea coat with marriage license in 
pocket, April 2 between cols. 29-A and 
30-A. Finder may call Mill at ext. 4215. 


Starkey Returned 
to Office at FW 

(Continued from page 1) 
ing commissioner and Wahl is 
horseshoe pitching commissioner. 
Scott serves as an employee coun¬ 
cil representative at large and 
legal counsel. 

Brown, commissioner of the 
Wing and Masque Club, CRA 
drama group, succeeds Walter 
Bradley, Dept. 8, as secretary. 

Starkey was presented a lea¬ 
ther bowling bag, a bowling ball 
and shoes as an expression of 
appreciation for his work during 
1950-51. 

BISSELL PREXY AT SD 

Meanwhile, in San Diego mem¬ 
bers of the CRA council this 
week elected Claude Bissell as 
president, succeeding Eddie Rob¬ 
inson who has held the post for 
two terms. Mike Delva, Garden 
Club head, was named vice-presi¬ 
dent and Gil Crosthwaite was 
selected for treasurer. 

Funds Earmarked 
For FW Recreation 

(Continued from page 1) 
the year. Funds probably will be 
appropriated from this account 
for the new “Wing and Masque 
Club” dramatic activities and the 
“Little League” baseball. 

CRA funds are obtained from 
CRA’S percentage of profits 
from sales of candy, cigarettes, 
soft drinks and chewing gum in 
the vending machines located 
throughout the plant. Funds spent 
on the various activities are 
determined by vote of council 
members. 


Wife Wins Cuba Trip, 
Solving FW Couple’s 
Vacation Headaches 

A. B. Cogdell, Dept. 30 FW, 
has just about decided to let 
his wife, Syble, handle all the 
Cogdell family problems from 
now on. 

It seems that the turret lathe 
operator and his wife were 
having some trouble trying to 
decide where to go on their 
vacation. Both had ideas, but 
neither was certain just what 
to do. 

Then Mrs. Cogdell settled 
the entire matter by winning a 
five-day, all expense trip to 
Cuba in a sales contest con¬ 
ducted by a drug company for 
which she works. 

Mrs. Cogdell won the trip by 
working up the top sales rec¬ 
ord of any clerk in the 30 
drug stores of the chain around 
Dallas and Fort Worth. 



(Continued from page 1) 

Of the 40 sub-contractors, 15 
are located in Texas, five of them 
in Fort Worth: Bell Aircraft 
Corp., Aeroaffiliates, Inc., Hau¬ 
ser Machine Co., United Heat 
Treat Co., and Marine Aircraft 
Corp. 

Among the major southwestern 
sub-contractors are Intercontinen¬ 
tal Manufacturing (wing center 
section trailing edges), and Lus- 
combe Airplane Corp. (doors and 
elevator assemblies), both of Gar¬ 
land, Tex., near Dallas; Texlite, 
Inc., Dallas (horizontal stabili¬ 
zers) ; and Texas Engineering 
and Manufacturing Co., Grand 
Prairie, Tex. (miscellaneous serv¬ 
ices). 


More than 100 members of 
Convair San Diego supervision 
have passed the first of a series 
of training conferences to better 
equip them for responsibility. 

Ultimately, all 1100 members 
of SD supervision will take this 
initial course as well as others 
that will follow it. The.program 
is under the direction of a “Train¬ 
ing Advisory Committee” to 
which all plant superintendents 
belong. 

Because of the subject’s vital 
importance to industry, the first 
series deals generally with Labor 
Relations. 

In three hour-and-a-half ses¬ 
sions conducted by Howard Roun¬ 
tree of the SD Education Section, 
students get highlights of the 
labor movement and a discussion 
of recent labor legislation. In 
two other sessions conducted by 
V. L. Summitt, labor relations 
supervisor, classes are brought 
up to date on industry-wide 
trends in human relations which 
of recent years have shifted em¬ 
phasis to treatment of employees 
as individuals rather than as 
groups. This phase includes a 
true and false quiz and a dis¬ 
cussion period, all based on actu¬ 
al cases of labor relations in the 
plant. 


Bell Aircraft Corp., Buffalo, 
N. Y., has been making jet pod 
nacelles for B-36Ds since the 
model went into production. First 
nacelle deliveries from Bell’s 
newly established Fort Worth 
plant are scheduled this month. 

Texas is home for the largest 
number of sub-contractors: 15. 
California lists 11; Ohio, three; 
Connecticut, Indiana and New 
Jersey, two each; and Washing¬ 
ton State, New York, Illinois, 
Tennessee, and Michigan, one 
each. 

These parts do not include the 
thousands of government-furnish¬ 
ed items in the B-36 program. 


The final session of this series 
is conducted by Dick Wilkens, 
SD manager of Industrial Rela¬ 
tions, who discusses Union Con¬ 
tracts and Negotiations. 

H. W. Rubottom, Education 
supervisor and member of the 
Training Advisory Committee, 
said that a second series is start¬ 
ing this week and will deal with 
on-the-job training for new em¬ 
ployees by supervision. The first 
series will continue indefinitely, 
“graduating” a class every week. 
Ultimately, courses will be in 
progress simultaneously on as 
many as four different subjects. 

Training conferences are held 
in building 19, room 410, from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. daily. Students 
are selected by their superin¬ 
tendents. 



“Doctor, I’ve been tensed up 
over the world situation so long 
that when I relax it makes me 
nervous!” 


★ GatutaisUety ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in two editions (Fort Worth and San Diego) 
every other Wednesday by Industrial Relations Department and distributed without 
charge for the information of Convair employees everywhere. Approximate current 
total circulation, 47,500. News items and letters to the editor are solicited but 
no advertising can be accepted. 

SD Editorial Offices: FW Editorial Offices: 

North End of Bldg. 32, ext. 1071, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5269. 

1072. Logan Jenkins, editor Bob Yollmer, editor 
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B-36 PART SOURCES—Figures on the above map indicate 
number of subcontractors and suppliers furnishing parts, materials, 
and services for B-36 program at Convair's FW division. They total 
1,610 in 36 states and District of Columbia. 

Labor Relations First in Series 
of Courses For SD Supervision 
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Stock Exhibit Building Leased 
as 'Home' for CRA Activities 


Leasing of a stock show ex¬ 
hibit building just south of Will 
Rogers Coliseum as a “home” 
for many FW division CRA ac¬ 
tivities was announced this week 
by H. G. Starkey, Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association president. 

The building provides uninter¬ 
rupted floor space 70 feet wide 
and 400 feet long, thus making 
it ample for CRA’s largest week¬ 
ly activity, square dancing. 

The building is leased from 
the City of Fort Worth for ex¬ 
clusive CRA use on three days 
and nights of each week: Mon¬ 
days, Thursdays and Saturdays. 

At the same time, CRA leased 
two smaller club rooms, each 15 
feet wide and 40 feet long. These 
adjoin the large building on each 
side. The will be used exclusive¬ 
ly by CRA at all times for such 
activities as Bridge Club, Stamp 
Club, Canasta Club meetings and 
the like. 

The new facilities will be used 
by CRA throughout the year ex¬ 
cept for approximately 30 days 
during parts of January and 
February when they will be 
turned back for activities of the 
annual Southwestern Exposition 
and Fat Stock Show. 

Starkey pointed out that rental 
of the buildings actually will 
save money for CRA because the 
amount of rental, approximately 


Military Visitors 
to View B-36 Line 

Three faculty members, 13 offi¬ 
cers and a civilian specialist of 
the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces, Washington, D. C., 
are scheduled to visit Convair 
FW division, April 19. 

Division Manager A. C. Esen- 
wein, Convair department heads 
and the Air Force plant represen¬ 
tative will be hosts to the group 
for breakfast in the cafeteria, 
after which the visitors will be 
briefed on B-36 production and 
taken on an extensive inspection 
of the plant. 


$436 per month, is less than the 
rent already being paid for use 
of various other locations for 
different CRA activities. 

CRA officials are now working 
on plans to obtain equipment and 
furnishings necessary for the 
various activities to use the fa¬ 
cilities. 

CRA commissioners or other 
Convair groups interested in us¬ 
ing one or more of the rooms 
are invited to contact E. G. 
Crosier, CRA business manager, 
in Employee Services section of 
Industrial Relations, whose office 
will schedule use of the rooms. 
Crosier’s telephone extension is 
5141. 


Plant Bird Tourney 
Starting Tonight 

Convair FW’s annual plant¬ 
wide badminton tournament is 
slated to open at 7 tonight (April 
11) at W. C. Stripling junior high 
school gymnasium. 

Play will continue through 
April on each Monday and Wed¬ 
nesday night at 7. Several de¬ 
fending champions will be on 
hand and strong competition is 
expected from newcomers, ac¬ 
cording to Phil Mahaffey, CRA 
badminton commissioner. 


A B-36 Gets Inside 
Who-Done-lt Novel 

Word of the B-36 has always 
made its way throughout the 
world, but only recently has it 
invaded the pages of a who-done- 
it novel. 

Henry Growald, chief of tests 
at Convair. FW, was reading “The 
Drowning Pool” and pulled up 
short of page 27 when the author 
said a certain bowling alley was 
“big enough to house a B-36.” 

Growled Growald: “This is 
strictly fiction. No bowling alley 
on earth could hold a B-36!” 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 




BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Plant tournament 7 
to 10 p.m., April 11, ]6, 18, 23 and 25, W. C. Stripling Jr. High School. 

BAND—W. M. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. Summer league practice 
session, mixed teams, 6:15 p.m. April 5, 12 and 17, Tavener’s Playdium; Summer 
League, 7:30 p.m. April 24, Tavener’s Playdium; broadcast of major city team 
over Station KXOL, 7:30 p.m. April 23 from Tavener’s. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ing, 8 p.m. April 13 and April 20, Blackstone Hotel. 

CAMERA CLUB—Bob Miller, commissioner, ext. 4133. First shift Camera 
Club meeting, April 16 at 7:30 p.m. at Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 
Second shift Camera Club, regular meeting April 16 and every other Monday, 
10 a.m. at Ridglea CRA Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Pblly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. CRA Wing and Masque 
Players present ‘Arsenic and Old Lace” April 11, 12, 13 and 14, 8 p.m. at 
Pioneer Palace. Monthly meeting, April 19, Westbrook Hotel, 8 p.m. 

FISHING—-R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
April 1 to June 30, prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Em¬ 
ployee Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing April 19 
and 26 at Will Rogers CRA Center. Advanced class from 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., 
beginners class from 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction, Z. Boaz and 
Ridglea, April 11 through 25, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., 9 a.m. on Saturdays. Golf 
sweepstakes April 21 and 22, Z. Boaz golf course, 8 a.m. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—A. Feltie, chairman, ext. 6138. Convair Wasps meeting, 
Forest Park, April 29, 1 p.m. 

MOVIES—“Junior Gt-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thursday 
in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Monthly meeting first Sunday 
in April. Cede practice each Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Regular meeting each Friday 
7:30 p.m. at Ridglea CRA Center. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing for 
beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m., April 16 and 23 at North Side 
Recreation Building. For second shift, beginners and advanced, 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. April 18 ad 25 at North Side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN COLLECTING—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. 


’Roger' Passes 
as Play Corpse 

Roger, Convair flight test dum¬ 
my, will be on leave of absence 
April 11-14 during the run of 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” 

He’s taking time off to por¬ 
tray a corpse in the Wing and 
Masque Players’ first production, 
which opens tonight at Pioneer 
Palace. Curtain time is 8 p.m. 
Convair employees may buy tick¬ 
ets for 26 cents in the CRA office. 
General public tickets are 78 
cents. . 

Lou Keay, of Dept. 26-1, and 
Barbara Rothacker, wife of C. 
L. Rothacker of Dept. 4-0, por¬ 
tray two loveable but daffy old 
maids who fill their cellar with 
corpses. 

Lou’s dramatic experience be¬ 
gan when she took part in high 
school and college one-act plays. 
She has had parts in ten major 
productions by the Ft. Worth 
Recreation Association, Ft. Worth 
Theater Guild, Texas State Col¬ 
lege for Women and Emerson 
College. 

Barbara majored in drama at 
the Newark School of Fine and 
Industrial Arts, Newark, N.J., 
and participated in high school 
productions. Her local theater 
work has been with the Theater 
Guild and the Arena Players. 

Next Wing and Masque Play¬ 
ers’ production will be “Goodbye, 
My Fancy.” Walker James, dra¬ 
matic instructor at TCU, is cast¬ 
ing and directing the play. 


Doctors Necessary 
Before Insurance 
Benefits Can Start 

A warning was issued this 
week at Convair FW to emphas¬ 
ize that disability cases not cov¬ 
ered by workmen’s compensation 
insurance must be referred to 
legally licensed physicians before 
Convair group insurance benefits 
start becoming payable to group 
insurance policy holders. 

Said E. G. Crosier, employee 
services supervisor: 

“In disability • cases due to ill¬ 
ness not covered by workmen’s 
compensation insurance, benefits 
become payable beginning with 
the fourth day, but only if the 
case has been referred to a phy¬ 
sician before the fourth day. 

“In accident cases not covered 
by workmen’s compensation in¬ 
surance, benefits become payable 
beginning with the first day— 
but again only if the case is re¬ 
ferred to a physician at that 
time.” 

Other details of the Convair 
group insurance policies may be 
obtained from the employee serv¬ 
ices section in Industrial Rela¬ 
tions department. 

Crosier also reminded employ¬ 
ees that policies require that 
claims be filed not more than 20 
days after the start of an illness 
or after the date of an accident. 


Two Days Left to 
Join Safety Drive 

Convair FW people have only 
two days left in which to join the 
most successful 30-60 Safety 
Campaign drive ever conducted 
in the FW division, George Sims, 
chairman of the Convair Man¬ 
agement Club’s special events 
committee and drive chairman, 
said Wednesday. 

The drive is part of a national 
“Town and Country 30-60 Safety 
Club” campaign to encourage 
driving below 30 in town and 60 
on the highways. To each Con¬ 
vair employee subscribing one 
dollar to the safety fund goes a 
30-60 windshield sticker and a 
membership card to the national 
organization. 

“Our original quota of 1,250 
memberships was sold shortly 
after management club members 
opened the drive,” Sims says. 

“There has been a question 
about the use of campaign funds 
in some people’s minds. All 
money collected here is used right 
in Fort Worth to help support 
the continuing safety campaigns.” 



SO HAPPY—Elaine and Mortimer, seated (Billye Morris and 
Bud Morris of Convair FW Dept. 76) tell Abbie, far left (Lou Keay, 
Dept. 26-1) and Martha (Barbara Rothacker, whose husband is in 
Dept. 4-0) of marriage plans in scene from "Arsenic and Old Lace." 
Play opens three-night run tonight (April I I) in Pioneer Palace. 


’Wing and Masque' Chosen Name 
For Fort Worth Drama Group 


“Wing and Masque Players” is 
the name chosen for the FW Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association 
drama group. 

The name was suggested by 
Mrs. B. J. Garrett, whose hus¬ 
band is in Dept. 50. She will be 
awarded a $50 merchandise cer¬ 
tificate by CRA tonight at the 



COMMISSIONER —R. M. 
(Bob) Miller, Dept. 6-4, has been 
named CRA Camera Club com¬ 
missioner at Fort Worth to suc¬ 
ceed Gene Eicholtz. 


Senior Officers to 
See FW Factory 

Thirty-five senior grade offi¬ 
cers of the Army, Navy and Air 
Force are scheduled to visit Con¬ 
vair FW April 14 as a part of 
their study in the National War 
College, Washington, D. C. 

A like group was scheduled to 
have visited the plant April 9. 
Leader of the first group was 
Lieut. Gen. Harold R. Hull, 
U.S.A. Rear Admiral George C. 
Dyer, U.S.N., is scheduled to lead 
the second group. 


Stout to Speak in 
London for I.A.S. 

British scientists will get an 
insight into Convair’s advances 
in waterbased aircraft this Sep¬ 
tember when E. G. Stout, assis¬ 
tant to the chief engineer at Con¬ 
vair SD, appears before the third 
international conference of the 
Institute of Aeronautical Sciences 
in London. 

Stout is one of only ten speak¬ 
ers from the U. S. His subject is 
“High Speed Hydrodynamic De¬ 
velopment” and is expected to 
deal in part with Convair’s activi¬ 
ties in this field. In addition to 
Stout, two other U. S. aircraft 
men will speak, George Brady 
of Curtiss-Wright and George 
Schairer of Boeing, formerly of 
Convair. The conference extends 
from Sept. 3 to 14. 


opening performance of the 
group’s first play, “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” at Pioneer Palace at 
8 p.m. 

Stan Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, reminds Convair and 
Air Force folks that the drama 
group is not only for actors. All 
phases of theater work are in¬ 
cluded, such as stage design, cos¬ 
tuming, make-up, producing, 
stage lighting and effects, scene 
construction, diction, directing, 
and costuming, Brown said. 

Convair and Air Force folks 
interested may register to par¬ 
ticipate by calling Brown at Ext. 
5262. 


Aviation Medical 
Men Inspect B-36 

High-ranking aviation medical 
researchers from over the U. S. 
got a first-hand view of what 
goes into the making of the B-36 
last week when they toured the 
Convair FW division plant. 

The researchers were guided 
through the plant by W. E. El¬ 
dred, senior design group engi¬ 
neer, and C. H. Stanley, design 
group engineer. The medical men 
were attending a two-day con¬ 
ference at Carswell. 


Convair Background 
Helps in Army Life 

Convair classroom training on 
the B-36 electrical system is 
proving helpful to Jimmy C. 
Roberts and the U. S. Army, 
a letter to E. C. Burney, Convair 
FW assistant foreman in Dept. 
44, showed this week. 

Jimmy worked in Dept. 44 be¬ 
fore joining the colors. He wrote 
that Convair training is proving 
beneficial in the U. S. Army Sig¬ 
nal Corps assignment he has 
drawn. Friends may write him 
by addressing letters to: Pvt. 
Jimmy C. Roberts, US—54038023, 
Btry. D, 58th A.A.A.A.W.Bn., 
Fifth Armored Division, Camp 
Chaffee, Ark. 


Want a good investment? Try 
U. S. bonds. Convair will help 
by making payroll deductions. 



“And how many witnesses have 
YOU?” 





























Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


April II, 1951 



FOR APRIL I RELEASE—Kelly Air Force Base released this staggering photo to^ an aviation 
world that blinked early this month. Claiming Convair's XC-99 has been undergoing, "secret modi¬ 
fication," Air Force went on to describe plane as being renamed XC-198 by virtue of being twice 
as big as original ship. Photo caption wound up, of course, with April Fool! 


Timmy Starts Champ Commuter Title Goes to 
Life Anew Assembler With 190 Miles a Day 


“Timmy” Prast is learning to 
live all over again. 

The two-year-old twin son of 
W. F. Prast of Dept. 31 at San 
Diego came home March 21 after 
a two month session in Scripps 
Memorial hospital. He was suf¬ 
fering from a rare form of en¬ 
cephalitis. Most of the time he 
was in a coma. 

“He seems to be on the road 
to recovering now,” his father 
reported last week. “We believe 
he recognizes everyone and he 
eats well and sleeps peacefully. 
He has had to learn to eat all 
over again, though, and the same 
is true of talking.” 

Last week Timothy started 
therapy at the Society for Crip¬ 
pled Children. The Red Cross is 
supplying transportation, taking 
the child to his treatment and 
bringing him home again after¬ 
wards. 



Until someone else comes along 
to offer a more spectacular show¬ 
ing, Albert P. (Jess) Willard of 
Convair Fort Worth continues to 
hold the title of Convair’s long- 
est-distance commuter. 

Willard, a 38-year-old assem¬ 
bler, gets up before the chickens 
every weekday to drive 95 miles 
from his farm near Olney to the 
B-36 assembly line. Although 
Willard’s daily mileage is ex¬ 
ceptional, it has a daily counter¬ 
part among thousands of other 
Convair FW folk, who live out¬ 
side Tarrant County. 

Approximately 7,000 workers, 
or 25 per cent of the total num¬ 
ber of FW employees, live out¬ 
side Tarrant county and commute 
daily by car, station wagon or 
bus. Another 20 percent live out¬ 
side the city but within the 
county. 

Willard’s daily trip—190 miles 
—means getting up at 3:50 a.m. 
to make it to the plant gates 
before 7 a.m. But he wouldn’t 
think of moving to Fort Worth. 
He would have to leave behind 
57 acres of rich farm land, five 
cows, several hogs and a flock 
of chickens. Besides, the Olney 
man has other Convair workers 
depending upon his daily trips. 
C. Q. Wilson and Bob Long, of 
Olney, ride in Willard’s station 
wagon. Eight additional riders 

FW Man Elected to 
River Oaks Council 

E. M. Moorman, Dept. 61 FW, 
was elected to the city council of 
River Oaks village in an election 
held in that township last week. 
The assistant foreman, third 
shift, ran for the same office two 
years ago. 



APPRENTICES MEET—With Y . Kim Hong wielding, gavel, mem¬ 
bers of newly formed Apprentices Club at San Diego hold meeting. 
Group is semi-social, will alternate instructive programs with lighter 
themes. 


are picked up along the way, 
four at Loving and four at 
Springtown. The passengers pay 
daily ride expenses ranging from 
60 cents for the Springtown com¬ 
muters to $1.50 for the Olney 
men. 

Women are among Convair’s 
long-range commuters also. Miss 
Ora Hickey, blue print file clerk 
who commutes 53 miles from 
Glen Rose, recently estimated 
that she had traveled 77,274 miles 
in the last three years of travel 
to and from work. 

Miss Hickey, who is the lone 
woman rider in a station wagon¬ 
ful of nine men, gets up at 4:15 
a.m., leaves home at 5:15 and 
arrives at the plant in time to 
punch the clock before 7 a.m. 
She gets home at 5:15 p.m., 
bringing her total travel time to 
nearly four hours daily. 

Despite this marathon, she has 
missed only two days’ work in 
three years, once during Fort 
Worth’s 1949 flood and again dur¬ 
ing a severe ice storm two win¬ 
ters ago. 

In a traffic survey now being 
analyzed by the U.S. Bureau of 
Public Roads, it was discovered 
that 1562 vehicles—up to bus 
size—entered the plant gates 
from towns outside Fort Worth 
on a single day. More than 500 
people from Weatherford alone 
work at Convair and a similar 
number come from Cleburne. 
Special buses are run from both 
of those cities. 

Approximately 40 per cent of 
the “new hires” live outside Tar¬ 
rant County. 

There is no way to tell in ad¬ 
vance whether a new employee 
living 75 miles distant will be 
able to get to work regularly 
but the attendance record of 
most of them has been excellent, 
according to Fred Gignilliat, Em¬ 
ployment section supervisor. 

“Many of the commuters have 
told us that living expenses in 
rural areas are less,” Gignilliat 
said. “They’re not complaining 
and neither are we.” 


Apprentices Form 
Club at San Diego 

Convair San Diego’s appren¬ 
tices have formed an organiza¬ 
tion within their own ranks, aim¬ 
ing at monthly meetings featur¬ 
ing semi-social programs. 

Officers elected last month in¬ 
clude Y. Kim Hong, president; 

Merrill W. Nelson, vice-president; 
John R. Holland, secretary; Dun¬ 
can Guest, treasurer, Rueben T. 
Crossman, activities chairman. 
Members expect to invite guest 
speakers to address them on sub¬ 
jects of general interest. Ap¬ 
prentices who wish to join may 
obtain further information at ext. 
491, SD. 


B-36 Parts Get X-Ray Scrutiny 
in Never-Ending Quality Tests 


With the creation of the new 
Process Control Department (see 
page 1), the thousands of tests 
made at Convair FW to insure 
top quality B-36 bomber parts 
and processes will be divided into 
two principal categories. 

In the new set-up, engineering 
test lab directed by Chief Ralph 
Reade will concentrate on tests 
and research looking toward the 
future. 

Tests of current processes and 
studies for improving those proc¬ 
esses, however, will be the re¬ 
sponsibility of the newly created 
Process Control laboratory head¬ 
ed by Earl R. Weiher, who re¬ 
ports to J. W. Roche, newly ap¬ 
pointed chief of Process Control. 

By August, engineering test 
lab is scheduled to be in its new 
and larger quarters in the south 
end of the experimental building. 
At that time, Process Control lab 
will take over the quarters used 
for the last several years by 
engineering test lab in the south 
end of the administration build¬ 
ing. 

Meanwhile, however, there is 
no lack of testing activity. 
With present equipment Engi¬ 
neering’s metallurgical section 
conducts up to as many as 200 
different types of tests on 
materials or parts destined for 
use on the B-36. Tests range 
from microscopic cross section 
studies of metal parts to ex¬ 
amination and analysis of 


parts weighing as much as the 
entire landing gear. 

Tests are made to determine if 
parts are of sufficient quality 
and strength to be used on B-36s, 
if parts which have undergone 
processing are ready for produc¬ 
tion, and if materials measure up 
to Air Force and Convair specifi¬ 
cations. 

The metallurgists and design 
engineers work hand in hand in 
perfecting new parts and mate¬ 
rials for use in Convair-built air¬ 
craft. Largest testing unit used 
by the section is a complete X-ray 
machine which gives the metal¬ 
lurgists a “look inside” metals of 
all types. The machine was built 
originally for medical use but 
was adapted for use on metals. 
Parts are examined for flaws in 
workmanship and structure. 

One of the smallest but most 
highly technical units is used for 
fatigue testing. Specimens of 
parts are placed on the unit and 
put through a series of vibration 
and bending tests to simulate 
strains they will encounter on the 
B-36. 

You might think that eventual¬ 
ly the Convair lab men would run 
out of tests to conduct. 

“Hardly,” says Weiher. “With 
68,000 different Convair-made 
parts on the B-36, and with the 
additional thousands of govern¬ 
ment furnished parts and with 
the changes always being made 
to improve our product—we just 
never quite get caught up.” 



RECORDING STRAIN—W. Gray, Dept. 6-7, operates tensile 
tester in engineering test laboratory at Fort Worth. Machine re¬ 
cords strain metal can bear before breaking,. 



GETTING READY—Dave Street, Dept. 6-7, sets up parts to be 
X-rayed on unit used by metallurgical section of engineering test 
laboratory at Fort Worth to "look inside" metal parts. 
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A TRICK TO IT—When Pat Schossow, with no previous pro¬ 
fessional experience, caught on to a new job at Convair San Diego 
in quick time, there was a trick to it. Pat is shown tying down 
Cessna she helped rebuild as family project. 

Amateur of Standing 

SD Girl 'Homemade' Aircrafter 
From Repairing Cracked Ships 


“Ever work for an airplane 
company before?” R. B. Mohr, 
San Diego assistant foreman in 
Dept. 225 (Wing), inquired as he 
watched the trim, auburn-haired 
girl confidently go about her 
work. 

Pat Schossow shook her head 
and Mohr scratched his. 

“It beats all how that girl 
caught on!” he said, baffled. 
“With most new hires it takes 
a little time, but Pat started 
off on these T-29 outer panel 
bulkheads like a veteran.” 

What Mohr didn't know at 
that time, however, was that Pat 
was crawling around airplanes 
when she was three. Since then 
there has almost always been an 
airplane in the Schossow family 
that needed a little repair work 
and Pat has done her share under 
the guidance of a father who 
once spent a number of years at 
Convair. 

“We got some real aircraft ex¬ 
perience repairing the plane we 
have in the family now,” Pat ex¬ 
plained. “It's a Cessna that crack¬ 
ed up at Reno last year. You 
may remember the story. A 
couple of Marines had stolen the 
ship and there was a lot in the 


papers about it. My brother 
bought the plane, or what was 
left of it. With the whole family 
working nights and week-ends at 
Gibbs airport it took us three 
months. But the ship's in first- 
class shape now.” 

The whole family means the 
father, Frank Schossow (once an 
auto mechanic and for some 
years a Convair lathe operator), 
Mrs. Schossow, Frank Jr. (also 
a former Convair man and now 
an aircraft and engine mechanic 
for an air freight concern), Pat 
20, Joan 17, and Kenneth 10, as 
well as a cousin, Robert Shrum 
of Convair San Diego Dept. 632. 

“I bucked rivets, helped with 
the skin, painted, did every¬ 
thing I could,” Pat continued. 
“So working on airplanes isn't 
exactly new to me.” 

The whole Schossow family 
flies, in one degree or another. 
They take turns going along on 
week-end trips and on vacations 
have flown as far distant as their 
former home in Drisco, N. D. 
Even Kenneth takes his unoffi¬ 
cial turn at the controls and 
can’t wait until he's old enough 
to try for a license. 



Adopted Son 

Cat Pinch Hits 
as Mother Hen 

At the home of R. W. Ames 
in San Diego (he is in SD Dept. 
634), the lion and the lamb sleep 
together. 

In this case the “lion” is a 
democratic mother cat. The 
“lamb” is an Easter chick. Both 
are blissfully unaware that there 
is anything unusual in the ar- 

m —-> 

rangement, although perhaps the 
cat bears a burden that only a 
strong sense of motherhood can 
bear. 

“Tinker, the cat, was nursing 
kittens when we acquired the 
chick for our young son, Ray 
Ames III, who is 16 months,” 
Ames explained. “At first we 
kept the chick separate, for 
fear Tinker might do a ‘cat and 
canary job on him.” 

However, the chick got free 
the next day and gravitated un¬ 
erringly to the kittens as youth 
attracted youth. He joined the 
kittens as though he belonged 
there and Tinker accepted him as 
one of her own. The chick takes 
his turn when Tinker bathes the 
brood with her tongue and cheeps 
furiously when the mother cat 
stays away for any length of 
time. 

“When we take the chick away 
to feed him, Tinker almost has 
a fit,” Ames declared. “She is 
anxious to get him back into the 
nest with the rest of her brood. 
She carries him back, too, if she 
gets a chance, doing the job very 
tenderly so as not to harm him.” 

When it is feeding time for 
the kittens, the chick tries to 
join in but so far has been 
highly unsuccessful. 

“I don't know what the future 
holds. I guess we are just stuck 
with raising a chicken,” Ames 
continued. “He is such a pet that 
he'll never make fried chicken 
now!” 


Materials Priority 
Discussed at SD 

Priority of materials in the 
current defense program was the 
subject late last month for a 
conference of Convair and fed¬ 
eral officials at San Diego. 

Conferring with Convair vice- 
presidents L. W. Miller and J. 
V. Naish and members of their 
staffs were G. Ray Gaillard, di¬ 
rector, Office of Aviation De¬ 
fense Requirements, Defense De¬ 
partment; M. P. Anderson, chief, 
transportation section, Commerce 
Department; John C. Elliott, 
chief, munitions division, State 
Department, J. H. Payne, export 
director, Aircraft Industries As¬ 
sociation. 


Another Prize Goes 
to FW Illustrator 

For the second time in two 
months, Jack Boynton, Convair 
Fort Worth technical illustrator, 
has received recognition of his 
art work. 

His painting “Icon” was 
awarded a prize in the Texas 
Watercolor Society show (CON- 
VAIRIETY, March 14) in Febru¬ 
ary. Recently his “Variations of 
a City Theme” won a $25 award 
in the 1951 Local Artists Show 
in the Forth Worth Public Li¬ 
brary. Boynton’s wife, Ann, also 
has a painting in the exhibit 
which will continue through April 



A FAMILY SCENE—R. W. Ames of Convair San Diego and his 
young son, Ray, visit Tinker, a mother cat, and her brood. She 
adopted this Easter chick and treats it just as she treats her kittens. 
Neither Ray nor the kittens nor the chick seem to see anything very 
unusual about the arrangement. 


Hospital Calls on Convair Man as 
Supply of Rare Blood Runs Low 


Conrad Seaderquist of Dept. 
101 at San Diego was caught off 
guard last week when the Naval 
Hospital telephoned him asking 
for a pint of his blood. 

“Why me? Try the Blood 
Bank,” Seaderquist said. He 
was weary from a hard day's 
work. Although once a con¬ 
sistent blood donor, particularly 
during the war, ill health 
caused him to discontinue a 
year ago. 

“We need your particular kind 
of blood, B-positive,” the hospi¬ 
tal explained. “It is fairly rare.” 

“The answer’s still no. I’m 
tired out,” Seaderquist replied. 

When Seaderquist left the 
plant that evening his mind was 
uneasy. He had an uncomfort¬ 
able feeling that he was shirking 
his duty. He tried to reason 
against the feeling but failed. He 
telephoned the hospital. 

“Our facilities are closed for 
the day but we need the dona¬ 
tion so badly that we will set up 
an emergency arrangement if 
you can come now,” the hospital 
said. 

Seaderquist complied. The 




TAPPED—Conrad Seaderquist 
of San Diego, Convair 15-year 
man, shows where he was tapped 
when hospital had need for his 
particular type of blood. At first 
he refused, then sense of duty 
made him relent. 


hospital guards passed him 
quickly; he was taken to a 
laboratory room. Soon the hos¬ 
pital had its pint and Seader¬ 
quist had some peace of mind. 

“It’s strange,” Seaderquist 
mused next day. “You know, I 
felt a lot better afterwards!” 

Last week the hospital con¬ 
firmed the incident, commented: 
“We were very low on that type 
of blood. It was urgently needed 
for surgical cases at that par¬ 
ticular time.” 


15. 


Convair Men Killed 


Alap Alap (Sparrow Hawk) and Sri Gunting 
(Shrike) Chosen as Names for Liners 


J. C. Johnson, 31, FW Dept. 44, 
and Perry S. Morgan Jr., 28, of 
Dept. 46, died as a result of in¬ 
juries suffered in an automobile 
accident March 16 on the Cle- 
burne-Burleson highway. 

Morgan is survived by his wife. 
He had worked here since 1948 
after serving in the U. S. Army 
for two years. He was a resident 
of Cleburne. 

Johnson's survivors are a wife 
and son. He lived in Godley, Tex. 


Garuda Indonesian Airways 
has chosen the names of birds 
to designate their eight Con¬ 
vair-Liners, Henry Bohmbach, 
service representative, reports. 
Following are the Indonesian 
names and translations: 

Alap Alap (sparrow hawk); 
Tjenderawasih (bird of para¬ 
dise); Djalak (starling); Rad- 
jawali (eagle); Merpati (dove); 
Sri Gunting (shrike); Kutilang 
(thrush); Sikatan (black swal¬ 


low). 

The planes carry alphabetical 
designations ranging from PK- 
GCA to PK-GCI. However, 
there is no PK-GCF and this 
is because there is no F in the 
Indonesian alphabet. Bombach 
explains: 

“The Indonesians have diffi¬ 
culty even pronouncing this 
letter. For example, they spell 
and pronounce coffee as 
‘kopi.' ” 
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WEDDING GIFTS—Jean Rudmose Howard, 
of Dept. 22-2, Convair Fort Worth, admires gifts 
of ash trays and silverware given her March 19 
by girls of her department. Jean was married 
March 24 to V. Howard. Left to right, the others 
are Blanche Berry, Bill Westbrook and Bernice 
Lively. Jean has worked at Convair 8 years. 


NEWLYWEDS — Enjoying an interlude at SD 
Management Club dance March 24 at Hotel del 
Coronado is L. C. Hare, asst, foreman, Dept. 250, 
and his bride, the former Audrey Hamlett, also 
Dept. 250. They married in Tonopah, Nev., March 
19. (Hare has been with Convair since 1936. His 
bride worked at SD for three years.) 



DANCING DAUGHTERS—Among dancers last month at a recital for students of Hesper dance 
studio in San Diego were these Convair daughters. At left is Cathy Pauchnick, 5, daughter of S. 
Pauchnick of Dept. 31; center is Patrice Huffstutter, 4^2, daughter of Eileen Huffstutter of Dept. 
1-52; and Cheryl Meade, V/ 2l daughter of Dorothy Meade, Dept. 6. 



SURPRISE SHOWER—Beverlie Winfrey of Dept. 22 at San 
Diego was honored March 14 at a bridal shower. She will marry 
William T. Rhodes Jr. April 29. Back row: Jean Sutherland, Sue 
Carson, Doris Morehouse, Zula Baize, Peggy Tracey, Helen Ytu- 
rradle, Frances Smith, Louise Morehouse. Front row: Martha Jones, 
Johnnie Kirby, Aritz Xenedes, Ruth Price, Alice Root, Shirley Stein, 
Miss Winfrey, Lora Lee Young, Betty Dillon. 



GOING-AWAY PARTY—Mrs. K. G. Williams was honored with 
farewell luncheon by members of Dept. 31 March 30. Mrs. Williams 
and her husband, G. R. Williams, are seated at end of table on 
right. Photo was made at Convair Fort Worth. 



MARRIED MARCH 31 — A 
Convair FW couple, Miss Mary 
Ann Hudson of Dept. 8 and Tino 
Sierra of Dept. 6, married re¬ 
cently at home of Claris Stovall. 

Mary Ann Hudson 
Weds C. R. Sierra 

Mary Ann Hudson, of Convair 
FW Dept. 8, was married Satur¬ 
day evening, March 31, to Celes- 
tino R. Sierra, of Dept. 6, at the 
home of Mrs. Claris Stovall, 2300 
Hemphill. 

She wore an off-white satin 
gown with a lace yoke, and her 
bouquet was red rosebuds. 

Ushers were Bernie Bradley of 
Dept. 6 and Hubert Carbone of 
Dept. 27-8. 

After a trip to Monterey, 
Mexico, the couple will make 
their home at 1228 Banks. 


CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


Fort Worth Sends 
Teams to 'War* in 

Seventeen Convair softball 
teams wearing the CRA colors 
of the Fort Worth division 
launched their 1951 title chase 
last week at Fort Worth. 

The teams, formed by individu¬ 
als and departments, are playing 
under the sponsorship of CRA. 
Five of the teams are made up 
of second-shift people, while the 
remaining twelve are first-shift, 
making six teams in the city 
league and six teams in the in¬ 
dustrial loop. The official soft- 
ball season opened April 9 in 
Fort Worth and will continue 
through the summer months. 

On the baseball front, two Con¬ 
vair teams are scheduled to play. 
One team will compete in the 
major city league under the man¬ 
agement of W. W. Womble, act¬ 
ing CRA baseball commissioner. 

Hoover Dominates 
SD Badminton Play 

Hoover badminton team con¬ 
tinues to lead the CRA league 
play at San Diego as teams move 
into the final round. 

Coronado is in second place 
and Balboa Park and Point Loma 
are running third and fourth. 
Point Loma captain Bernie Bil¬ 
lings, sent to the side lines by 
a leg injury, turned over his No. 
1 singles berth to Thierry Rogers 
with Jerry Nuss, basketball star, 
playing in the No. 2 spot. 


Softball Managers 
Announced for SD 

Convair San Diego softball 
players are working out regu¬ 
larly in anticipation of the pre¬ 
season tournament starting May 
1 . 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini announced his selection of 
team managers. Ken Ellis will 
return to the Triple A squad as 
pilot for the second consecutive 
year. The team ended its 1950 
season with a tie for the league 
lead. 

Mike Brooks, who coached bas¬ 
ketball and softball teams for 
Convair during the war, will man¬ 
age the Convair Eagles this sea¬ 
son while Noel Romines, a com¬ 
parative newcomer to California 
softball circles, will pilot the 
Convair-Liners. Romines has had 
considerable experience directing 
teams in the middle west. 


League Abandoned 

Plans for a plant softball 
league at San Diego were aban¬ 
doned this week. 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini said the ten-hour day 
makes it impossible to schedule 
late afternoon games. 


17 Softball 
Two Leagues 

The second hard ball team is 
scheduled for the Sunday league 
and will be managed by Dickie 
Price. 

Softball managers for the com¬ 
ing season include: J. A. Dodd, 
J. E. Barnett, P. O. Upchurch, G. 
O. Karnegay, D. E. Rosenauer, 
M. E. Miller, L. M. Walker, R. 
R. Mills, N. A. Martin, C. S. 
Cummins, F. L. Johnson, Ben 
Ludwig, A. B. Baugh, Ed Tuck- 
nies, B. Foley, O. O. Strickland, 
and Sam Keith. 


New Outboard Motor 
Awaits Best Angler 

Convair Fort Worth fishermen 
have a big prize to shoot for dur¬ 
ing the coming year, CRA hunt¬ 
ing and fishing commissioner 
R. D. Jones said this week. 

A new Sea King “Neutral 5” 
outboard motor will go to the 
angler catching the largest black 
bass during the period April 1, 
1951 to March 31, 1952. 


FW Bowlins 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 


Team W L 

Rexair Kings . 80 36 

Machine Shop . 71 45 

Tooling Huskies . 68 48 

All Eventers . 67 49 

American Legion . 66 50 

Jobe’s Gro. and Market . 64 52 

Smitty’s Crew . 62 54 

Jet Pods . 56 60 

Conversion . 55 61 

B & F Garage . 52 64 

Barney’s Cafe . 52 64 

Machinists No. 776 . 52 64 

Buggy Wheelers . 50 66 

Hot Rods . 49 67 

Rio’s Custom Tailors . 44 72 

Late Starters . 40 76 

740 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

IAM .... 61 43 

Dundee . 60 44 

Wynn’s Oil .. 57 47 

Team No. 2 . 57 47 

Phillip’s Place . 52 52 

Old Plantation . 52 52 

White’s Texaco . 51 53 

J. J. Parks . 50 54 

Team No. 3 . 49 55 

Team No. 7 . 44 60 

Team No. 10 . 44 60 

Team No. 4 .-. 43 61 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 
Team W L 

Jetomics . 77 35 

Trouble Shooters . 72 40 

Wing Dings . 72 40 

Hedge Hoppers . 61 51 

Hard Heads .. 57 55 

Drag Counts . 55 57 

Jug Heads . 54 54 

Friendly Five . 54 58 

Hecklers . 54 58 

Abra Cadabras . 53 59 

Z-ions . 53 59 

Atomizers . 51 61 

Framers . 51 61 

Po Slokes . 48 64 

Wemist . 44 64 

Honey Pots . 36 76 

675 LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Writers . 66 42 

Majestic Hepro . 63 45 

Woodmill .. 59 49 

Blue Starr Inn . 57 51 

Ind. Engr. 50 58 

Tooling . 49 59 

Contracts . 46 62 

Accounting . 42 66 

CLASSIC LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Bob Fulghum Humble Oil. 66 46 

Brantley’s Flowers . 63 47 

S. W. Trophy . 64 48 

Louis Daiches Jewelers. 64 48 

Bill Harris Co. 54 58 

Sam Watson Humble . 49 63 

Juniors . 45 67 

Firestone Tires ..,. 41 71 
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Bowlers Set 
Faster Pace 

San Diego bowlers looked back 
this week on the annual plant 
championship tournament as one 
of the most outstanding in Con- 
vair history. 

“We scored several ‘firsts,’ ” 
Mike Brooks, CRA bowling com¬ 
missioner, reported. “For one 
thing, the bowling was better 
than I have ever seen it before. 
Elmer Aus averaged better than 
198 to win the All Events, the 
toughest competition I’ve ever 
seen in our tournament. What 
made Elmer’s performance as¬ 
tounding was that he was the 
1950 scratch singles winner. In 
a ‘sudden death’ tournament like 
ours the chances of Elmer re¬ 
peating and winning another title 
vere about one in 200! 

“Also, for the first time in the 
history of the tournament we had 
games of more than 250 rolled. 
Ray Garrity was tops with a 269 
game and Tom Donaly rolled a 
267. Our best effort last year 
was a 248.” 

Reviewing the results, Engi¬ 
neering No. 2 won the team play 
trophy followed by Navigators as 
runners-up. Aus took the All 
Events title, 40 pins ahead of his 
closest rival, Roger Wagner. 
Emory Smith, bowling in his 
first Convair tournament, took 
the All Events handicap division, 
nosing out Jim Nolan by four 
pins. Nolan, however, won the 
handicap singles event. 

Also bowling in his first Con¬ 
vair tournament, Tony Berardini 
surprised everyone, including 
himself, by taking the scratch 
singles. Normally a 174 average 
bowler, Tony warmed up to a 211 
clip to take the crown with a 
633 total. “They kept slipping 
off my thumb into the pocket. 
I couldn’t help myself!” he said 
later. (Tony lagged three pins 
behind Nolan in the handicap 
singles.) 

Winners in the scratch doubles 
were Steve Mettler (a former 
All Events champ) and Carl Goll- 
mer. Their total was four pins 
short of last year’s winners and 
13 pins ahead of their closest 
rivals. Winning the handicap 
doubles event were Paul Gaughen 
and Owen Stockton, five pins 
ahead of A1 Anderson and Rudy 
Kiesel. 


Six bowlers received cigarette 
lighters as the high scratch bowl¬ 
ers on each squad. 



HAPPY ON WHEELS —Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Poston of Convair 
San Diego shown during a Con¬ 
vair Night at Skateland in San 
Diego. Postons met at rink in 
1946 when Roy was in Navy and 
married next year. 



TEAM SPOTS OPEN—Six "alumni" of Convair San Diego's 
Little League pose while aspirants to this year's team look on. 
Youngsters are working out regularly at Presidio Park diamond. 
More than 50 turned out for opening session. Manager Pete Beyrer 
said he has not yet definitely selected a team. 



Fort Worth Youngsters 
to Play in 'Little League' 


Convair youngsters between 
the ages of 8 and 12 years this 
week were eagerly awaiting the 
coming of May and the opening 
of Convair Fort Worth’s first 
CRA “Little League” baseball 
venture. 

The “Little League” organiza¬ 
tion is national in scope and oper¬ 
ates much the same as profes¬ 
sional baseball, except everything 
is scaled down to the size of the 
youngsters. Convair San Diego 
organized a team last year and 
the venture was so successful 
that both divisions are trying it 
this season. 

A four-team league will swing 
into action the first week in May 
at FW and play one game a week 
until summer vacations start, 
when two games weekly will be 
played. Each team is composed 
of 12 players and six reserve sub¬ 
stitutes. Playing equipment of 
regulation “Little League” size 
will be furnished all team mem¬ 
bers by CRA. 

Convair employees will serve 
as managers of the teams. So far 
three managers have been named. 
They are: J. E. Jones, White Set¬ 
tlement; A. K. Lawley, Arlington 
Heights; E. M. Moorman, River 

Mendez Defeated 
in U. S. Bird Finals 

No one can win forever and 
the time came late last month 
for Convair San Diego’s Mar¬ 
ten Mendez. 

In 1949 and again in 1950 
Marty had met Joe Alston, also 
of San Diego, in the finals of 
the national badminton cham¬ 
pionships and triumphed. On 
the evening of March 31 in 
Dallas, Tex., Marty met Alston 
for the third time. It was 
the charm. Alston won in 
straight sets, 15-5, 15-5. 


Oaks. The fourth team will be 
formed in the west Ridglea area. 

All teams need players and 
substitutes. Any Convair father 
or mother with sons eight 
through 12 years of age are in¬ 
vited to telephone the CRA, ext. 
5141, for information. 



CAGE TROPHY—Capt. Elo- 
ise Martin of Convair FW girls' 
basketball team displays conso¬ 
lation trophy girls won in Texas 
TAAF Tournament last month at 
Cactus, Tex. 

NTC Team Sinks 
Bird Challengers 

Convair San Diego scheduled a 
re-match this week with Naval 
Training Center’s badminton 
team after dropping six of eight 
matches in a recent invitational 
encounter. Leon (Ace) Carver 
of Dept. 6 and Fred Minter 
(Dept. 9) scored the only vic¬ 
tories for Convair, winning their 
singles encounters. 


Golf Sweepstakes at San Diego Features 
Girls' Division and Foursome Tee Times 

Convair San Diego’s feminine golfers will have a special division 
of their own this month in the regular sweepstakes, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Russ Osgood announced. 

“We are creating a special division just for you girls,” Osgood 
said. “There will be appropriate prizes and we would like to see a 
big turnout.” 

The sweeps will be held April 14 and 15 at Mission Valley ,straight 
medal play with low gross prizes in three separate handicap di¬ 
visions as well as three low net awards in each. The first tee will 
be reserved for Convair from 7 to 8:30 a.m. each day. Players are 
requested to call Mission Valley Golf Club (W-3111) for starting 
times in order to avoid unnecessary delays in teeing off. 

“Don’t forget to phone for your starting time,” Osgood cautioned. 


Ken Sears Looks Back on 
Years With N. Y. Yankees 


It’s not unusual to find a son 
walking in the footsteps of his 
famous father, but it is unusual 
to find father and son going 
hand and hand down the road to 
fame. 

Such is the case in the life of 
Kenneth Sears, Dept. 82 at Fort 
Worth, and his father, John W. 
“Ziggy” Sears. 

“Ziggy” was a famous out¬ 
fielder during the early days of 
the Texas League, but he is bet¬ 
ter known for his role as a man 
in blue from 1930 through 1944. 
During most of the same years, 
Kenneth was starring as a 
catcher. 

“Ziggy” always thought Ken 
was going to be a football player. 
Ken played center at Arlington 
Heights High School in Fort 
Worth and then went to the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama on a foot¬ 
ball scholarship in 1936 and 1937. 

But the New York Yankees 
offered the big center a bonus to 
sign a baseball contract in 1938 
and, as Ken puts it: “A bonus in 
those days was a lot of money. 
I just couldn’t turn it down.” 

He joined the Yankee chain at 
Amsterdam, N. Y., in the Ca- 
nadian-American League and by 

1941 had moved up to parent 
Yankee club. That winter he re¬ 
turned to Fort Worth to work 
with the government in building 
the defense plant now known as 
Convair’s FW division. 

Sears played with Kansas City 
in the American Association in 

1942 and got his big break in 
the majors in 1943 when the Yan¬ 
kees recalled him to New York. 

The Yanks copped the 
American League pennant that 
year and won the world series 
playoffs against the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

Did Sears get his chance to 
play in the series? “Nope,” he 
tells you smiling. “Catching be¬ 
hind a couple of veterans like Bill 
Dickey and Ralston Hemsley 



BACK WHEN! — Kenneth 
Sears, Dept. 82 FW, has added 
a little weight and a few years 
since this picture was made in 
New York Yankee uniform prior 
to 1943 World Series. Ken quit 
uniform in 1950 after 10 years 
of pro baseball. 

didn’t offer much opportunity for 
a fellow playing his first major 
league ball!” 

Ken toured the South Pacific 
as a member of the U. S. Navy 
aboard warships during 1944 and 
1945. After the war, he played 
with various other teams before 
hanging up his cleats and mitt 
for good in 1950 and returning 
to Fort Worth. 

Asked if he would play base¬ 
ball again, Sears said: “I don’t 
think so. Didn’t even touch a 
bat during 1950 and don’t think 
I am going to again. I like this 
job with Convair and plan to 
devote my time to building air¬ 
planes from now on.” 


Convair Recreation Association 
activities are open to all Con¬ 
vair people and are designed for 
pleasure and entertainment. Join 
as many as you like. 


More Than 130 Join CRA Golfing 
Classes at Fort Worth Clubs 


Fort Worth golf links opera¬ 
tors soon may be yelling “uncle” 
when students in 11 Convair 
Recreation Association sponsored 
golf classes graduate and start 
swarming the fairways. 

More than 130 people are now 
taking part in the golf classes, 
according to Commissioner Fred 
Foster, and more classes are 
planned for the month if instruc¬ 
tors can be obtained. 

Pro Doug Higgins of the Z. 
Boaz Golf Course is instructing 
nine of the classes and Pro Tes- 
reau Davis of the Ridglea Golf 
Course is teaching the remainder. 


Three classes are devoted to sec¬ 
ond shift people. 

A beginners’ tournament will 
be played among the class mem¬ 
bers later this summer, according 
to Foster. CRA will furnish 
prizes for the tournament. 

Plans call for special ladies’ 
tournaments this summer and for 
several monthly sweepstakes for 
the men. 

Foster and all Convair FW par 
chasers are looking forward to 
the CRA Amateur Invitational 
Tournament in June. The top 
ranking amateurs of the state 
will compete. 



THE GRIP—Bettye Farmer, Dot Wooten, and Dorothy Grayson, 
left to right, get pointers on correct club grip from Pro Doug 
Higgins in CRA-sponsored golf classes at Fort Worth. 
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Metal Mock-up of Model 340 Will do 'Everything But Fly' 



"GROUNDED" 340 MODEL—Scenes at building 2, Convair San Diego, show 
nose section of model 340 Convair-Liner taking shape (left) while at right is wing 
under construction. Unlike most mock-ups built at San Diego, this one is chiefly 


of metal, except for wing, part of which is wood. Mock-up will be almost perfect 
replica of finished product and permit solving such problems as tubing and 
harnesses by time first production airplanes are in primary assembly. 



FALSE ALARM—When members of First Aid class at Convair 
San Diego practiced carrying patient on stretcher, passersby 
gawked, thinking act was real. Class members are shown loading 
one of fellows (O. D. Sutton of Dept. 31) into ambulance. In¬ 
structor Frances Six made them do it over again because she 
advises loading head first. 


Convair at San Diego Trains 400 
in First Aid For Emergencies 


Convair San Diego now has ap¬ 
proximately 400 students enrolled 
in first aid courses and attending 
regular weekly classes. 

The most advanced group will 
graduate in about eight weeks. 
Their places will be taken by 
beginning students and Convair 
expects to maintain about the 
same level of activity indefinite¬ 
ly. The course lasts for 22 
weeks, one hour a week, and in¬ 
cludes a special four-hour sup¬ 
plement on first aid in atomic 
emergencies. At present there 
are 14 different classes. The in¬ 
structor is Frances Six, a former 
Red Cross staff member, who 
subsequently joined Convair to 
handle the classes as a regular 
assignment. 

Approximately half of the stu¬ 
dents currently enrolled are Fire 



“Can you recommend some¬ 
thing that will grow—er, never 
mind.”—Reprinted from AMERI¬ 
CAN DRUGGIST. 


Department and Plant Protection 
personnel. The balance are mem¬ 
bers of the Auxiliary Emergency 
Unit at Convair SD, an organi¬ 
zation designed to meet the de¬ 
mands of any emergency or disas¬ 
ter from earthquakes to bombings. 
They are members of supervision 
who are slated to become “zone 
captains” in the emergency net¬ 
work. 

Convair will have no difficulty 
filling the classrooms as new 
classes start. New students will 
be selected from a list of several 
hundred who are earmarked to 
be assistants to zone captains in 
the emergency organization. 


Women Organize 
SD Plane Chapter 

Members of a newly formed 
San Diego chapter of “Women 
Flyers of America Inc.” turned 
to Convair San Diego this week 
in search of new members. 

The organization, described by 
its president, Ruth White, as non¬ 
profit and educational is open to 
all women 16 years and over who 
are interested in aviation whether 
they are pilots or not. The SD 
chapter is sponsoring a series of 
free lectures at room 13, Confer¬ 
ence Building, Balboa Park, be¬ 
ginning at 7:30 p.m., April 17. 
The first will deal with “What 
Makes an Airplane Fly?” Other 
lectures will be April 24 and 
May 1. 


Grant's Lane Home to Nell Haun Long 
Before Convair Plant Was Built 


Convair Fort Worth didn’t 
come into existence until April 
—10 years ago next week—but 
the site has been home to Nell 
Haun, Dept. 50, and her family 
for the past 70 years. 

Nell’s great grandparents, 
George and Sara Grant, bought 
the land where the main assem¬ 
bly building now stands back in 
1881 and started farming. 

The Grants owned more than 
400 acres overlooking Fort 
Worth, much of which is now oc¬ 
cupied by Carswell Air Force 
Base, Convair, and Lake Worth. 

George and Mae Grant, Nell’s 
grandparents, built a rambling 
two-story home of cream brick 
which stood on the site of the 
original homestead until torn 
down to make way for the Con¬ 
vair plant. 

Most members of the present 
Grant family were born in the 
old brick house. Tombstones of 
most of the earlier members of 
the Grant family are in a small 
cemetery now located on the 
Carswell reservation. 

Eight heirs took over the Grant 
homestead on the death of Mae 
Grant. E. A. Grant moved into 
the old brick home with his five 
children. Nell was the only girl. 

The children attended school at 
the same White Settlement School 
in which their grandmother had 
taught when it was a one-room 
hut with a water well and a pot¬ 
bellied stove. 

Nell recalls walking to school 
with her brothers and other 
children down Grant’s Lane 
when it was a sandy roadbed 


containing two ruts. The pres¬ 
ent road entering the Convair 
plant is on the site of the first 
Grant’s Lane. 

The brick home site was lo¬ 
cated about a block off Grant’s 
Lane and at a spot near the pres¬ 
ent location of the 50-foot aisle 
in the assembly building. 

“I can remember how excited 
we were when we heard that an 
airfield would be built across the 
Lane from the house,” recalls 
Nell. “They started surveying 
the property and we followed 
them around like puppies. 

“Then they started to survey 
on our side of the Lane and we 
found that we might have to 
move.” 

The government announced 
shortly after that a defense plant 
would be built and the Grants 
moved off the land in January, 
1941. 

The first shovel of dirt was 
turned on April 18, 1941, and just 
one year later Convair FW turn¬ 
ed out its first B-24 bomber— 
exactly 100 days ahead of sched¬ 
ule. 

The Grants are now settled at 
various places around Fort 
Worth. E. A. Grant is supplying 
Fort Worth consumers with milk 
from his dairy. 

Nell is married to another Con¬ 
vair FW employee, L. D. Haun 
of Dept. 47. The Hauns have two 
daughters, Cynthia, two years, 
and Dona Lynn, five months. 

Asked why she came to work 
for Convair, Nell said, “Oh, I 
don’t know. You might say 
I was just homesick!” 



ALL’S CHANGED — Neli 
Haun, Dept. 50, a descendant 
of Grant family, stands on spot 
where family homestead once 
stood. It is now near center of 
present assembly building at 
Convair Fort Worth. 

Phone Confusion 
Suddenly Serious 

When Mrs. James Penning¬ 
ton complained that a lot of 
people confused her telephone 
number with that of Convair 
Fort Worth, her husband (FW 
Shipping) just said, “Uh, huh.” 

Then Pennington was home 
one afternoon alone and an¬ 
swered no less than a dozen 
calls, all vainly seeking Con¬ 
vair. 

“Say! This is serious!” he 
informed his wife and had the 
phone number changed. 



THEN—This picture of old Grant homestead was made several 
years before house was torn down to make way for Convair plant. 
House stood approximately on spot now occupied by 50-foot aisle 
in assembly building. 


















































Is Your Automobile 
Registered? It's 
the thing to do. 



Vol. 4, No. 9 


Wednesday, April 25, 1951 


FORT WORTH EDITION 

☆ ☆ 

Is it news? Pass along 
the word to 

CONVAIRIETY 



NEW BRAIN—C. L. Seacord (left) and D. J. Simmons demon¬ 
strate operation of new "electronic brain" at Fort Worth. Techni¬ 
cally it's electronic analog computer. 


Electronic Brain Set up 
to Solve B-36 Problems 


Convair Fort Worth division engineers now have trained 
electrons going through more than 625 tubes to perform 
thousands of complicated mathematical computations 
which engineers formerly had to work by hand. 


The men who spend their time 
“flying” B-36s on paper and slide 
rule now have an assist from one 
of the newest and most advanced 
“electronic brains” in the nation. 
It’s a new Reeves Electronic Ana¬ 
log Computer. Engineers long 
since briefed that to “REAC.” 
It’s pronounced “ree-ack,” with 
the accent on the last syllable. 

In the words of the engineers, 


the new $77,000 computer is an 
“all-electronic differential analy¬ 
zer for speedy dynamic solution 
of simultaneous differential equa¬ 
tions.” 

Knowing exactly what that 
means requires experience in 
higher mathematics. But to most 
of us, it’s enough to know that 
(Continued on page 2) 


Note Left in B-24 Seven Years Ago 
Answered by Student in Brazil 


A small note put in a B-24 
Liberator bomber by a Convair 
Fort Worth employee back in 
1944 is likely one of the most 
traveled letters in these parts. 

While W. G. Steele of Field 
Operations was installing ra¬ 
dio and navigation tables in a 
B-24 one day seven years ago, 
*he put a note in the leg of one 
of the tables, requesting any¬ 
one who got the note to an¬ 
swer. 

There’s no way to tell how 
many miles it travelled, but 
eventually the plane wound up in 
an air training school in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, and a Brazilian 
flying student found Steele’s 
note. 

The student, Brasilicio Rodri¬ 
gues, wrote the following letter: 

“In satisfaction your, i send 
attached part of messabe for 
each. It was found in Brasil, 
in the state of Sao Paulo, in 
the Specialist Training School 
in the tow which has the same 
name and is the capital of the. 
i am a sub ofaicer and my 
name is Brasilicio Rodrigues, 
and i found your message in a 
aluminum pipe from a B-24 
fusilage. I hope to ear fron 
you again my address is: Sub- 
Of. B. Rodrigues, Escola de 
Especialista de Aeronautica, 
Sao Paulo, Brasil.” 



LATE — Seven years after he 
put a note in B-24 Liberator, 
W. G. Steele of Convair FW 
Dept. 61 received an answer— 
from Brazil. 


Steele’s four sons are serving 
in the armed forces. Corp. James 
Steele, 21, is with the Marines in 
Korea; Pfc. William G. Steele 
Jr., 29, is in the Air Force at 
Chanute AF Base, Ill.; Marine 
Corp. Cleatus Steele, 26, received 
the Purple Heart after being 
wounded in Korea; and Bobby 
joined the Navy upon gradua¬ 
tion from high school in Janu¬ 
ary. Cleatus, William and James 
are former Convair employees. 


Solid Work Load' 
Ahead of Convair, 
Cohu Declares 

Convair Fort Worth has a good, solid work load for as 
many years ahead “as anyone can reasonably expect to 
see.” 


A. P. Fontaine 
Named Convair 
General Mgr. 

A. P. Fontaine, wartime assist¬ 
ant director of engineering for 
the company, has returned to 
Convair, this time as vice presi¬ 
dent and general manager. 

Fontaine’s election was an¬ 
nounced April 16 by President 
LaMotte T. Cohu. 

A veteran of 21 years in the 
aircraft industry, Fontaine was 
with Convair previously from 

1939 to 1945. In 1939 and 1940 
he was chief engineer for the 
Stinson division (then the Stin¬ 
son division of Vultee Aircraft 
Inc.) at Wayne, Mich., and from 

1940 to 1942 served as chief en¬ 
gineer for the Vultee Field di¬ 
vision (then Vultee Aircraft Co.) 
at Downey, Calif. He was assist¬ 
ant engineering director from 
1942 to 1944. 

After leaving Convair, Fon¬ 
taine became a director of the 
experimental aircraft division of 
Bendix Aviation Corp. at De¬ 
troit. In this capacity he estab¬ 
lished and managed a new di¬ 
vision which developed approxi¬ 
mately 15 airplanes. He became 
director of the Aeronautical Re¬ 
search Center, University of 



RETURN — After an absence 
of a number of years, A. P. Fon¬ 
taine has returned to Convair. 
He was named vice president 
and general manager recently. 

Michigan, in November, 1945. 
This new division of the univer¬ 
sity was established under Fon¬ 
taine who has since directed its 
operations, including coordinat¬ 
ing the efforts of the scientists, 
engineers and production person¬ 
nel assigned to it. 

Prior to coming to Stinson, 
Fontaine was a project engineer 
with Republic Aircraft Corp., 
Farmingdale, N. Y. (1936-1939) 
( Continued on page 2) 


That theme—emphasizing pros¬ 
pects for a busy, prosperous Con¬ 
vair future — was stressed by 
LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair presi¬ 
dent, at the tenth anniversary 
observance at Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion last Wednesday as other 
speakers told of Convair FW ac¬ 
complishments in the first 10 
years since the ground-breaking. 

Holding the corn-cob pipe he 
had been smoking before called 
upon to speak, the Convair presi¬ 
dent gave the principal address 
at the anniversary observance of 
the Fort Worth Chamber of Com¬ 
merce in the Convair cafeteria, 
April 18. 

Approximately 275 chamber 
officials, city officials, civic lead¬ 
ers, Air Force officers and Con¬ 
vair management members at¬ 
tended. 

“We believe in the future of 
Fort Worth and in the future of 
Convair in Fort Worth,” Cohu 
said. “We now have work that 
will keep Convair folks busy as 
far along as anyone can reason¬ 
ably expect to see.” 

After other speakers had de¬ 
tailed the story of 1940 negotia¬ 
tions leading up to location of the 
plant at Fort Worth, Cohu paid 
tribute to Amon Carter, whose 
personal efforts were a major 
factor in the decision of the gov¬ 
ernment: 

“Amon is really the grand- 
daddy of this plant!” 

Cohu reminded his listeners 
that Carter’s 1940 efforts were 
topped in 1945 when the govern¬ 
ment was deciding which of the 
nation’s many government-owned 
(Continued on page 2) 


To bring Convair’s auto identi¬ 
fication system up to date with 
new 1951 license numbers, the 
second of Convair’s yearly regis¬ 
trations of all autos used to bring 
employees inside plant grounds 
will be conducted May 1 and 2. 

R. J. Donnelly, manager of In¬ 
dustrial Relations, emphasized 
that new 1951 licenses make the 
second registration necessary to 
keep files up to date. 

While registration and use of 
Convair windshield decal numbers 
is not mandatory at this time, 
employees are advised to register 
and use the windshield numbers 
for their own protection. That is 


New Traffic 
Plan to Start 

A new plan to speed flow of 
traffic entering and leaving the 
Convair FW plant is slated to go 
into effect April 30, according 
to K. Simmons, chief of Plant 
Protection. 

On leaving the plant Friday, 
April 27, each employee will re¬ 
ceive a diagram like the one 
shown on page 2 explaining the 
new traffic arrangement. The 
new rules go into effect the fol¬ 
lowing Monday, April 30. 

All cars parking in the south 
parking lot (lot 1) will enter and 
leave the lot only through the 
new south gate and turn west on 
Clifford Avenue. 

Traffic destined for lot 2 will 
enter the plant grounds in lane 3 
and enter the parking lot from 
either gate 3 or gate 5. All cars 
leaving lot 2 must exit by gate 4 
on lanes 3 and 4. 

Cars parking in the South end 
of lot 3 may enter the plant 
ground on lane 2 and the parking 
lot via gate 7. Other cars park¬ 
ing in lot 3 will use lane 1 and 
enter at gate 9. All lot 3 cars 
will depart via gate 8 on lanes 
1 and 2. 

“One point that we want to 
stress is ‘head-in parking,’ ” 
Simmons says. “The new ar¬ 
rangement is made to increase 
the speed of departure and only 
‘head-in parking’ will insure the 
driver of getting out without de¬ 
lay.” 


because in event of emergency, 
security requirements might force 
Convair—without further notice 
—to refuse admittance to cars 
not bearing Convair numbers. 
Registration instructions: 

1. You will receive a card from 
your timekeeper bearing your 
name. 

2. Print, do NOT write, all the 
information required. 

3. In space for Convair decal 
number, write the number that 
now appears on your windshield. 
If you do not have a decal num¬ 
ber, write “none” and a decal will 
be mailed to you. 

( Continued on page 2) 

State License Number 


Employee No. Employee Name Dept. Shift 

(Do not write in above space - reserved for tabulating information.) 

EMPLOYEE AUTOMOBILE IDENTIFICATION 


Registration Forms Sent to All 
For Check on New Auto Plates 


License Number. 


State_:___ 

Convair Windshield 

Decal Number_ 

NOTE: 

Changes in ownership or license 
number at a later date must be 
reported 

Contact your department clerk. 
FW 530-4-51 


Employees whose cars enter the plant at any time 
are asked to print the information indicated below 
and return this card to the Timekeper: 



Driver's Name 


Street 

City 

State 


Employee Number & Department Home Phone No. 
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HERE'S HOW—Accompanying diagram shows how Fort Worth hopes to speed I copies of instructions on Friday. New rules will go into effect the following 

up traffic flow, beginning April 30. Study it carefully. All drivers will receive I Monday. 


'Solid Work Load' Lies Ahead 
For Convair, Cohu Declares 


(Continued from page 1) 

plants were to be kept in opera¬ 
tion. 

“The Fort Worth plant,” Cohu 
said, “is the only government- 
owned aircraft plant that has 
operated continuously through the 
period after end of World War II 
and into the present.” 

That, he said, was due to 
four things. One was the high 
regard of the Air Force for the 
Convair production team at Fort 
Worth division; second was the 
high regard of the Air Force for 
the cooperation given Convair 
and the Air Force by Fort Worth 
people; a third was Fort Worth’s 
generous supply of people to 
build B-36s. 

“And the fourth,” he said, “was 
Amon Carter.” 

Cohu emphasized that the Con¬ 
vair team is dedicated to more 


icy Seek CntHeA 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Fifteen year pins: Dept. 6-4, W. 
Eldred, E. Galantowicz, M. J. Wells Jr. 

Ten year pins: Dept. 4-6, F. L. 
Shuter; Dept. 6-1, J. R. Johnson; Dept. 
6-3, J. T. Cosby; Dept. 6-4, J. Kohen, 
P. Kutilek, L. C. Patton, A. Avgerenos, 
R. L. Churchill, G. W. Larson, P. J. 
Lynch, C. F. Osberg, F. W. Priest, W. 
G. Ravenscroft, W. N. Stevenson, C. H. 
Zimmerman; Dept. 6-5, P. R. Hurley, 
D W. James, 0. N. Shivers; Dept. 6-9, 
M. W. Schelper; Dept. 24.8, E. E. Kay; 
Dept. 25-2, H. W. Marsh; Dept. 27-6, 
J. G. Sugg. 

Five year pins: Dept. 6-1, JN. l. 
Mitchell; Dept. 6-4, E. M. Dokken, R. S. 
Padgham, J. R. Vaughan, R. F. Hlavek; 
Dept. 6-5, R. K. Hopkins; Dept. 6-6, W. 
E. Gray, M. L. Taylor; Dept. 11-2, C. 
E. Rohmer; Dept. 25-2, G. F. Dunn; 
Dept. 44, V. M. McKee; Dept. 45, E. 
W. Wright; Dept. 50, J. A. Pacheco, J. 
W. D. Reed; Dept. 64, J. D. McDonald 
Jr. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. J. C. Johnson and son John 
Donald wish to express appreciation for 
the floral offerings and sympathy shown 
by Dept. 44 friends on the occasion of 
the death of their husband and father, 
J. C. Johnson. 

S. J. Honeycutt wishes to thank 
friends in Dept. 64 for their help during 
the illness of his wife. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

L. Schreiber, Dept. 6-1, wants four 
riders for 8-4:45 shift to and from 
Forest Park and Mistletoe Heights area. 
WA 1635, or ext. 2247. 

G. H. Gudbjaitsson wants three riders 
from Mineral Wells for first shift. Ext. 
3271. Lot seven. 


Transfers 


FORT WORTH 

San Diego to Fort Worth: H. 
Keswick to Tool Design supervisor. 


E. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

CANADY, MRS. EARL—Survivors: 
husband (Dept. 30), three children. 


than building B-36s “to keep our 
jobs.” 

“We believe,” he explained, 
“that we have a sacred duty in 
the building of B-36s. I sincerely 
believe that if the United States 
did not have its fleet of B-36 
bombers, along with its supply 
of atomic bombs, we would al¬ 
ready be in a devastating war 
with Russia. Atomic bombs and 
B-36s are probably all that is 
keeping us out of a general war. 

“We of Convair pledge our¬ 
selves to do everything within 
our power to be a good citizen 
of the Fort Worth community, 
and to help it in every way we 
can, in return for all that Fort 
Worth has already done for us.” 

On behalf of the FW division, 
August C. Esenwein, manager, 
said: “We realize the many re¬ 
sponsibilities we have to the 
community, and on behalf of Con¬ 
vair I pledge—so that we may 
continue to deserve the support 
and cooperation and splendid help 
and respect we have had in the 
past—our unstinted efforts to 
shoulder our responsibilities to 
Fort Worth.” 

Berl E. Godfrey, chamber 
president who served as toast¬ 
master at the luncheon meeting, 
observed: 

“We are very conscious of the 
fact that what you (Convair folks) 
do here and the industry you are 
responsible for has more than any 
other factor made it possible for 
Fort Worth to have the largest 
growth of any comparable city in 
Texas in the last 10 years.” 

Many of the civic leaders who 
were on hand for the ground¬ 
breaking April 18, 1941, were 
introduced, including: B. B. 
Stone, who was chamber presi¬ 
dent during 1940 negotiations; 
A. A. Lund, C. of C. president at 
ground-breaking; Sam Bothwell, 
then city manager; Dave Miller, 
then county judge; Mayo Bowen, 
C. of C. president when the plant 
was built; Albert S. Low, of the 
Austin Co., who directed con¬ 
struction of the plant; and Wil¬ 
liam Holden, then and still execu¬ 
tive vice-president of the cham¬ 
ber. 

City officials present were 
headed by Mayor J. R. Edwards 
and City Manager W. O. Jones. 

The Air Force was represented 
by Maj. Gen. C. S. Irvine, com¬ 
mander of the 19th Air Division 
at Carswell AF Base; Col. C. J. 
Reese, 8th Air Force chief of 
staff; Col. Beverly Warren, chief 
of the AF’s Southern Air Pro¬ 
curement District; Lt. Col. Ains- 
ley E. Stuart, FW division AF 
plant representative, and his as¬ 
sistant, Lt. Col. C. Savage. 


Convair FW Boy Bom 
Same Day as Plant 

A small group of dignitaries 
gathered at Fort Worth April 
18 to celebrate 
the tenth anni¬ 
versary of the 
founding of 
Convair FW— 
and at the 
same time an¬ 
other tenth an¬ 
niversary cele¬ 
bration was 
going on in 
Inearby Sagi¬ 
naw, Tex. 

The W. B. Sessions family 
and friends from Saginaw also 
observed the tenth anniversary 
of the birth of their son, Jerry 
Byron, born the same day 
ground was broken for the 
plant. 

Sessions is in Dept. 61. 



Indispensable 
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Electric Brain 
Goes to Work 

(Continued from page 1) 

it’s an electrically-powered device 
for solving complex mathematical 
problems in an incredibly speedy 
fashion. 

Aerodynamicists and aerophysi- 
cists such as those headed by 
R. H. Widmer in the technical 
design section have for years 
used higher mathematics to pre¬ 
dict with uncanny accuracy just 
how a non-existent theoretical 
airplane would fly if it were 
actually built. 

To perform the mathematics, 
many a callous has been worn on 
the fingers of many an engineer 
operating a slide rule for hours 
on end. 

Now, many of those slide rule 
operations are being performed 
by REAC instead—and often in 
a matter of seconds in the aero- 
physics group headed by J. E. 
Goode, chief. 

As an extreme example: it is 
estimated that one typical re¬ 
search problem would require 
2,950 man-days of work to com¬ 
plete by the fastest hand meth¬ 
ods. That’s more than 11 years. 

Using the REAC, the same 
problem was solved in 108 man- 
days. That’s only 21 weeks! 

REAC cost was $3,240. Fastest 
hand methods would have cost 
$73,750. Saving in money on the 
one problem was almost as much 
as entire cost of the machine. 

In REAC, continuous voltages 
are used to represent forces 
which act and react upon an air¬ 
plane or parts of an airplane, 
including pitch, yaw, roll, lift, 
drag and thrust, the horsepower 
of engines and so on. 

In mathematics, these things 
are all represented by equations 
which scare off the layman by 
their very looks. But equations 
stretched all the way around a 
room may represent simply what 
happens when you fly a B-36 into 
a gust of wind. 

You could get the answer by 
flying a B-36 into a gust. But 
flying B-36s is expensive; and if 


If any one man at Convair FW 
deserves to be called a “key 
man”, it’s R. L. Norton. 

A locksmith, Norton spends 
most of his eight-hour workday 
just helping Convair folks “get 
into” things. He gets hundreds 
of calls each week wanting him 
to duplicate keys, to open stub¬ 
born filing cabinets, to change 
combinations on doors, and to 
mend faulty locks. 

In his spare time, Norton also 
issues all uniforms, equipment 
and guns used by Plant Protec¬ 
tion guards—and doubles as a 
finger print man. 

His biggest headache is mak¬ 
ing keys to replace those lost, 
misplaced or broken. How many 
keys does he make every day? 

“Oh, I’d say something like 
25 or 30 on an average day,” 
Norton estimates. That would 
mean something like 125 keys 
per week, or about 6,500 in a 
year’s time. 

Opening jammed or broken fil¬ 
ing cabinets is a fairly simple 


job for Norton. Armed with a 
pair of pliers and a screw driver, 
he can open most common locks. 
Combination locks offer a greater 
problem. He has at his disposal 
a master combination list and 
changes the combinations on all 
locks periodically. 

Norton learned his trade in 
his native Mason City, la. He 
also learned fingerprinting while 
working at the Mason City Po¬ 
lice Department. When Convair 
FW officials were looking for a 
man to set-up their program of 
fingerprinting the more than 28,- 
000 employees, they called upon 
Norton. He instructed Plant 
Protection guards and also a 
number of Employment section 
people. 

Norton often gets hurry-up 
calls to install or replace locks 
in special equipment in B-36s. 
In other words: whatever the 
lock problem may be at Con¬ 
vair FW, Norton’s the “key” 
to the whole situation! 



"KEY" MAN—R. L. Norton, Dept. 3-8 at Convair Fort Worth, 
makes something like 6,500 keys yearly. 


the gust were too strong, it might 
prove disastrous. You also could 
get the answer by putting a test 
model in a wind tunnel. That, 
too, is expensive. 

Mathematics to arrive at the 
answer is quicker, cheaper and 
safer. 

The apparatus was built by the 
Reeves Instrument Corp., New 
York City, and shipped to FW 
division by air. It weighs about 
5,800 pounds, not including about 
$5,000 worth of equipment added 
to it after its arrival at FW. 

A similar but earlier model 
analog computer was put into 
operation at Convair’s San Diego 
Division back in 1947. It as¬ 
sisted materially in the guided 
missile program. 


Fontaine Elected 
General Manager 

(Continued from page 1) 

and an aircraft designer for Fair- 
child Aircraft Corp., Hagers¬ 
town, Md. (1934-1936). He was 
graduated from New York Uni¬ 
versity with a B.S. degree in 
1930. 

Fontaine is an associate fel¬ 
low, Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences, and a member of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. 


CLUBHOUSE PHONE 

The CRA Clubhouse at Con¬ 
vair San Diego, located across 
Pacific Highway from the plant, 
now has an outside telephone. 
The number is W. 8-3030. 


Auto Registration 

(Continued from page 1) 

4. If you use more than one 
car, obtain an extra auto identi¬ 
fication form and fill out a card 
for each car. 

5. If, after registering your 
car, you sell or trade it, you are 
asked to: (a) destroy the Convair 
number before the car leaves 
your possession and (b) make out 
a new auto identifeation form for 
your new car. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Finals of plant tourna¬ 
ment, April 30, W. 0. Stripling Jr. High School, 7 to 10 p.m. 

BAND—W. M. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. each Monday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE!—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. 'Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ing, April 27 and May 4, Blackstone Hotel, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Bob Miller, commissioner, ext. 4133. First shift Camera 
Club meeting, April 30, Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie, 7:30 p.m. Second 
shift Camera Club, A. L. Green, ext. 4211. Meetings April 30 and May 14 at 
Ridglea ORA Center, 10 a.m. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing and Masque Players 
meeting. May 10, Will Rogers ORA Center, 8 p.m. Rehearsals for “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 7:30 p.m. at YWCA. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
April 1 to June 30, prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Em¬ 
ployee Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing May 1 and 
May 8 at Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th Street. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m., advanced class 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction, April 26 
through May 10, Z. Boaz and Ridglea, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Second shift, E. R. 
Muncy, ext. 5113. Plans under way to organize second shift golf league. First 
week in May tentative date for play. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 6138. Convair Wasps 
meeting April 29, Forest Park, 12:30 p.m. 

MOVIES—“Junior G-Men” starring the Dead End Kids, at noon each Thursday 
in main 50-foot aisle. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Monthly meeting first Sunday 
of each month. Weekly meeting every Friday, Ridglea CRA Center, 7:30 p.m. 
Code practice every Wednesday, Ridglea CRA Center, 7:30 p.m. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 
5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—W. P. Woods, commissioner, ext. 5279. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing for 
beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m., April 30 and 1 May 7, North Side 
Recreation Building. For second shift, beginners and advanced, 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.. May 2 and May 9, North Side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting 
May 1, Westbrook Hotel, 7 :45 p.m. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradle’y, commissioner, ext. 2164. Regular tennis play dis¬ 
continued until spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. 


Even Par Takes 
Gross Award 

With an even par 72, Whitey 
Ostwald led Convair San Diego 
Golfers in the April sweepstakes 
over Mission Valley links. His 
performance was the best gross 
score of the event among 89 
entries. 

In the scratch to 13 handicap 
division, Harold Dolva racked up 
a net 68 to tie with Frank 
Csupak and Walt Rye. F. 
Brown’s net 64 took low net in 
the 14-19 division, followed by 
W. Lichty’s net 65 and Ralph 
Welch’s 67. George Kureri won 
low gross with a 77. 

In the 20 and up group F. 
Boley scored a net 61 to take 
first place, followed by M. Chil- 
cote with a 66 and Robert Mc- 
Lenachen with 67. Low gross 
went to Howard Walsh with an 
86 . 

In the women’s division, Millie 
Rebstock, one of San Diego’s out¬ 
standing women golfers, shot a 
77 for a net 67. Second was 
Elayne Reid with a net 69. 


Washer Tournament 
Set for May at FW 

Convair FW’s annual washer 
pitcher tournament is slated to 
get under way early in May, ac¬ 
cording to Hugh Pennington, 
CRA washer pitching commis¬ 
sioner. 

May 4 will be deadline for all 
entries and matched play will be¬ 
gin soon after. The tournament 
is for all shifts and to the win¬ 
ning teams go the honor of hav¬ 
ing their names engraved on the 
Convair championship trophy. 

Any two washer pitchers from 
the same department may enter. 
Entries may be made by print¬ 
ing the names, shift, plant lo¬ 
cation and telephone extension of 
contestants on an A VO ad¬ 
dressed to H. Pennington, tube 
11. Contestants will be notified 
of the time and place matches 
will be held. 


FW Pair Champs in 
'Clock Number 1 Game 

L. C. Alexander and son L. 
C. Jr. of Convair FW can “go 
’em one better” on the “logi¬ 
cal but illogical” time clock 
number sequences. 

L. C. Sr. started work in 
Dept. 31-2 five years ago and 
was given clock number 107556. 
Five years later, when L. C. Jr. 
went to work in Dept. 4-5, he 
got time clock number 107557. 

When L. C. Jr. read about 
Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Huber, 
given clock numbers 186719 
and 186720 though they started 
work at Convair FW a year 
apart, (CONVARIETY, April 
11), he remarked, “Just a 
year? That’s nothing!” 


Stuart Winner in 
CRA Fishing Contest 

L. R. Stuart, Burner Group, 
Convair Daingerfield, took first 
prize in the CRA fishing contest 
at Daingerfield that closed Dec. 
31, 1950. He entered the largest 
bass with M. K. Taylor of Elec¬ 
tronics placing second with the 
next largest bass. 

H. M. Smith, Purchasing, took 
a prize for the largest white 
perch with Knox Lee Jr., Burner 
Group, winning the award for 
the largest bream and H. R. 
Miller, also Burner Group, enter¬ 
ing the largest catfish. 

Winners will be announced 
soon for the contest ending April 
4. A new contest starts April 15. 


April 30 Deadline 
For Lot 6 Decals 

All cars parking in lot 6 (Per¬ 
sonnel lot) at Convair FW after 
April 30 will be required to have 
the diamond-shaped decal bearing 
the letter 6 on their windshields, 
according to K. Simmons, chief of 
Plant Protection. Plant Protec¬ 
tion will put the necessary decals 
on all cars entitled to park in lot 
6, if the drivers will call ext. 
5236. 



CRA OFFICERS—Convair FW Recreation Association officers 
for coming year go over plans for new Will Rogers CRA Center. 
They are, left to right: John Scott, treasurer, H. G. Starkey, presi¬ 
dent, Stan Brown, secretary, and Finn Wahl, vice-president. Starkey, 
Wahl and Scott were re-elected. 

FW Wing and Masque Players 
Start Rehearsing New Play 


Rehearsals are under way for 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” the second 
production of the Wing and Mas¬ 
que Players, Convair FW’s CRA 
little theatre group. 

The cast includes Mrs. C. L. 
Fritz, whose husband is in Dept. 
8, as Agatha Reed; Andrea Keck, 
whose husband is in Dept. 9, as 
Grace (Woody) Woods; Lane 
Seever as James Merrill, and 
Jack Dillworth of Dept. 6 as Matt 
Cole. 

June 24 Set for 
Horse Show 

Annual Convair horse show 
at San Diego will be held Sun¬ 
day, June 24, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Lee House announced 
this week. 

The show will take place at 
the Aztec ring on Alvarado 
Canyon Freeway near LaMesa 
and will start at 9:30 a.m. 
The program will pause for 
lunch and afternoon events will 
start at 1:30. House urged all 
Convair horsemen to make 
their plans now to enter the 
show. 


Ginny Merrill will be played by 
Martha Reppetto, Amelia by 
Phyllis Hobbs, Clarisee by Gwen¬ 
dolyn McMillin of Dept. 22-3, 
Susan by Mason Dilworth, and 
Carol by Curtis Weickersheim- 
mer, whose husband Bryan is in 
Dept. 3-0. 

Lady professors Miss Shackle¬ 
ford and Prof. Birdeshaw are por¬ 
trayed by Barbara Seever and 
Helen Green. Gentlemen of the 
faculty Dr. Pitt and Prof. Ding- 
ely are played by Max Mertz of 
Dept. 6-5 and Chet Rothacker of 
Dept. 4. 

The financier Claude Griswold 
and his wife Ellen will be played 
by Dell Clever and Mary Carrico. 
Ed Lizarraras of Dept. 4 and C. 
L. Fritz of Dept. 8 will appear as 
janitors of the college. 

Walker James, technical direc¬ 
tor of the TCU Theatre School, 
is directing the play. 

Complete technical staff, per¬ 
formance dates and where tickets 
will be available will be an¬ 
nounced later. Everett W. Mor¬ 
ris of Dept. 6-4 is executive di¬ 
rector of the group, and Stan 
Brown is CRA drama commis¬ 
sioner. 


Hoover Repeats 
as Bird Champ 

Hoover badminton team at San 
Diego this month repeated its 
1950 performance by again cap¬ 
turing the plant team play crown. 

Hoover, captained by Dick Ap- 
plin, took an early lead and in¬ 
creased the margin at every 
match. Other team members 
(each of whom received a dozen 
shuttles from CRA) are: Dick 
Reyburn, Roxy Griggs, George 
Oliver, John and Paul Stoltz, Bar¬ 
bara Applin, Dottie Reybum. 

In the final standings Coronado 
was second, a single game ahead 
of Balboa, while Pt. Loma trailed. 

John Lockwood, CRA badmin¬ 
ton commissioner, said 1951 par¬ 
ticipation was double that of 1950 
and that the calibre of play had 
greatly improved. He picked 
Fred Minter of Balboa as the 
league’s outstanding player. Min¬ 
ter was undefeated, though he 
faced hard competition. 

“We enjoyed a number of hus¬ 
band-wife combinations this year, 
further proving the contention 
that badminton is an ideal family 
sport,” Lockwood commented. He 
said that another league will 
start in the fall. 


Close Competition 
Marks Badminton 

Close matches in all divisions 
marked the first three nights of 
play in the annual Convair FW 
plant-wide badminton tournament 
this month. 

Moving into the third round 
in the men’s singles division are 
Leo Wilson, Dick Smith, Dan 
Redwine, and John Cates. 

The semi-finals of the men’s 
doubles saw Roy Harrison and 
Dick Smith defeat John Cates 
and A1 Phenninghausen, and Walt 
Bradley and Phil Mahaffey drop¬ 
ped E. V. Ellsworth and Leo Wil¬ 
son. 

Isabel Zeh was the only women 
moving into the second round of 
the ladies singles, beating Mary 
Alice Bradley. 

Phil and Sally Mahaffey, Dick 
and Bernice Smith and Leo Wil¬ 
son and Texas Landtroop moved 
up in the mixed doubles. 

Play continues Monday and 
Wednesday of this week, with 
finals slated for April 30 at W. C. 
Stripling junior high. 


Highway Patrol Gun 
Team to Shoot for 
FW Club Meeting 

Crack pistol shooting by the 
famed Texas Highway Patrol 
pistol team will highlight “Father 
and Children Night” at the Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club meet¬ 
ing April 28. 

The pistol shooting demonstra¬ 
tion will follow dinner—which 
starts at 6:30 p. m. A short busi¬ 
ness meeting will be held at 7:30 
p. m. 

G. M. Unger, Boy Scout execu¬ 
tive of the Longhorn Council, will 
be the principal speaker of the 
night. 

“We would like for Convair 
dads to bring along all the 
youngsters on this special night,” 
Program Chairman Wes Mag- 
nuson says. “There will be pres¬ 
ents for all the children, and we 
think they will enjoy this pro¬ 
gram.” 


Fort Worth's Entry 
Wins Bowl Honors 

Convair FW’s “All-Eventers,” 
second shift bowling team, 
walked off with first-place hon¬ 
ors this month in the Class C 
division of the Texas State Bowl¬ 
ing Association’s annual tourna¬ 
ment at San Antonio. 

The “All-Eventers” outpointed 
other Class C entrees from over 
Texas with a total score of 2677. 

Team members are B. M. 
Jones, D. L. Ralston, D. C. Lane, 
W. Doom, and C. L. Dixon. 


Second Shift Bowl 
League Ends Season 

Convair FW’s second shift 
bowling league wound up its win¬ 
ter league bowling session last 
week with a big sweepstakes 
event. 

R. Duke and D. C. Lane topped 
the scorers for the day and were 
awarded bowling balls as prizes. 
Bowling bags went to C. Country¬ 
man, R. Webb, C. Gattis, J. Jack- 
son, G. Price, C. Walden, T. Tul- 
lous, and C. Phink. 

A. Gilmartin, J. Faircloth, D. 
Buchanan, R. Hynes, H. Wilson, 
L. MacDonald and J. P. Nordin 
finished next in line and were 
awarded bowling shoes. 



j $50 PRIZE—Mrs. B. J. Garrett 
accepts merchandise certificate 
she won by suggesting name 
"Wing and Masque Players" for 
CRA drama group at Convair 
FW. Stan Brown, drama com¬ 
missioner, makes the award. Mrs. 
Garrett's husband is in Dept. 50. 


Track Meet Open to 
Convair Athletes 

Convair SD athletes were in¬ 
vited this week to participate in 
the second annual Southwest Pa¬ 
cific Border Association A.A.U. 
Track Meet in Balboa Stadium, 
San Diego, the night of May 15. 
The meet will be in two divi¬ 
sions, an “open” and a “high 
school” division. Events include 
100 and 220-yard dashes, 440, 
880, mile and two mile runs, etc. 


FW Bowlins 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE (FINAL) 


Team W L 

Jetomics . 83 37 

Trouble Shooters . 78 42 

Wing Dings . 78 42 

Hedge Hoppers . 66 54 

Hard Heads . 61 59 

Jug Heads ._... 60 60 

Drag Counts . 60 60 

Hecklers . 58 62 

Atomizers ..-. 58 62 

Abra Cadabrae .... 56 64 

Friendly Five _ 55 65 

Z-ions . 55 65 

Po Slokes . 54 66 

Framers . 53 67 

Wemist . 47 73 

Honey Pots . 38 72 

SECOND SHIFT (FINAL) 

Rexair Kings ...... 83 37 

Machine Shop .«... 74 46 

All Eventers ....-. 70 50 

American Legion Post 606- 69 51 

Tooling Huskies . 69 51 

Jobes Grocery & Mkt. .—. 67 53 

Smitty’s Crew - 62 58 

Jet Pods . 57 63 

Conversion . 56 64 

Machinists No. 776. 56 64 

Barney’s Cafe .... 55 65 

Buggy Wheelers . 54 66 

B & F Garage ....... 53 67 

Hot Rods . 49 71 

Rios Custom Tailors... 45 75 

Late Starts ....—. 41 79 

740 LEAGUE 

Dundee No. 6 .-.— 64 44 

I. A.M. No. 9. 62 . 46 

Team No. 2. 61 47 

Wynn’s Oil No. 8.—.. 57 51 

Phillip’s Place No. 11. 56 52 

Old Plantation No. 12. 56 52 

White’s Texaco No. 5. 54 54 

J. J. Parks No. 1 .—. 53 56 

Team No. 3. 49 59 

Team No. 7..—.*_ 44 64 

Team No. 10.- 44 64 

Team No. 4—. - 44 64 
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Passengers Fly 'Low Level' Though 
Plane Climbs to High Altitude 


An improved cabin pressuriza¬ 
tion system will mark Convair’s 
new Model 340 passenger planes 
when they come off the produc¬ 
tion line next year. 

The accompanying sketch 
(which appeared in the April 1 
issue of The Convair Traveler, a 
publication serving Convair com- 
m e r c i a 1 customers) illustrates 
cabin pressures at various alti¬ 
tudes. 

The system is designed to sup¬ 
ply all compartments of the air¬ 
plane with an air flow of 73 
pounds of air per minute at sea 
level, and 55 pounds per minute 
at 20,000 feet. Flow is main¬ 
tained automatically against all 
normal loads imposed upon it by 
the ever-changing demand of 
pressurization and refrigeration. 

Model 340’s improved system 
is operated by a direct-drive com¬ 


pressor installed on the right en¬ 
gine, an arrangement that simpli¬ 
fies maintenance and provides ef¬ 
ficient, economical operation. 
Passenger comfort at high alti¬ 
tudes is assured. The 340 holds a 
sea-level cabin altitude up to an 
airplane altitude of 8,500 feet. At 
higher altitudes the ratio of air¬ 
plane altitude to cabin altitude 
varies as the accompanying 
graph indicates. 




BOAT MAN—Sterling (Smoky) Teehan of Convair San Diego (Dept. 25) displays a few of ship 
models he has built. They range from torpedo boats and sub chasers to freighters. Note sailing ship 
inside bottle that serves as lamp. Youngsters are his daughters, Rose Ann, 5, and Mary Ang.ie, 10. 




Modeled in Glass 


Building Bottled Boats a Neat 
Trick—When You Know How! 


ON UP AND UP—Though Convair-Liner may be soaring over high mountain ranges, passengers 
are at "lower levels," because of pressurization. Graph gives comparison. 


For ten years, off and on, Ster¬ 
ling Teehan (now of Dept. 25 at 
San Diego) tried unsuccessfully 
to create a full-rigged sailing 
ship and somehow get it inside a 
bottle. 

“I’m going to do it if it takes 
me forever,” he insisted. 

At last one day in Boston— 
Teehan was in the Merchant Ma¬ 
rine at the time—an old tar de¬ 
cided the effort had gone on long 
enough. He showed Teehan the 
trick of making the masts and 
rigging so that they collapse 
on tiny hinges. Then, after the 


model is inserted into a bottle, 
masts are pulled erect by gently 
tugging a single thread. 

Teehan, known to intimates as 
Smoky, has been making models 
for years. Raised near the water¬ 
front of Newport, R. I., no boy 
of his era would have thought of 
passing a day without whittling 
on a boat model of some kind. 
Since then Smoky has made 
scores of them, ranging from a 
coastal steamer the size of your 
thumb to a three-foot replica of 
the Queen Mary. 

His array of tools would 
make a surgeon start with rec¬ 
ognition for some bear a 
strange resemblance to scal¬ 
pels. 

“When I was in the Army 
I was in the Medical Corps for 
awhile,” Smoky explains dead 
pan. 

Smoky’s Army duty was in the 
early 20’s in Honolulu and he re¬ 
calls that they then used mules 
to tow airplanes about Ford 
Island. 

“We couldn’t get the tractors 
across the water but we could 
swim the mules!” he explained. 

Out of the service in 1925 
Smoky joined the Merchant Ma¬ 
rine and later did a year of chilly 
Coast Guard duty aboard an ice¬ 
breaker off Maine. Then came 
more Merchant Marine and a 
trick in the Navy before he came 
to San Diego. 

Three days after Pearl Harbor 
Smoky was back in the Navy and 
remained in the service until late 
1945. His first wartime duty was 
in Panama where he was part of 
the armed guard that escorted 
ships through the canal. Every 
other day for eight months he 
took a ship through the canal, a 
record which should credit him 
with more canal trips than any 
other Convair man. 

Through the years, to while 
away the time on long cruises, 
Smoky kept making ship models 
and after settling in San Diego 
after the war he entered his col¬ 
lection at the San Diego County 
Fair as “A Sailor’s Hobby.” He 
came home with a blue ribbon. 

Queen of the collection was a 
destroyer which Smoky patterned 
after an old four-piper then in 
San Diego bay. It was a real 
“fighting” ship, too, with a tiny 
deck gun that actually fired. 

Currently Smoky is having 
little time for model-making 
and for a good reason. It seems 
that he bought a half dozen 
rabbits not so long ago. In al¬ 
most no time at all he needed 
more hutches to take care of 
the growing rabbit population 
and almost any late evening 
will find him frantically build¬ 
ing in his Imperial Beach back 
yard. 

“I don’t know who is going to 
wear out first, me or the rab¬ 
bits,” he said. “But I think it’s 
going to be me.” 


Incubaior Babies 

Starting With a Single Pheasant, 
SD Man Faces Over-Population 


Miami-Nassau Speed 
Record Set by Liner 

A Pan American Convair-Liner 
has set a new speed record be¬ 
tween Miami and Nassau of 40 
minutes for the 188-mile hop. 

The new mark was set April 4 
when the Liner, aided by a tail 
wind, clipped four minutes off 
the previous mark. The time— 
clocked from takeoff to landing 
—included 180 degree turns at 
each airport, so that the actual 
overhead-to-overhead time was 
only 37 minutes. 

At the controls of the record- 
breaking plane was Capt. T. V. 
Schuhart. 


Sgt. Clyde Horne 
Wounded in Korea 

A former Convair worker, Sgt. 
Clyde L. Horne, was wounded 
recently in Korean fighting. His 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 
Horne, were notified by the war 
department that he was “slightly 
wounded” and is in a hospital in 
Japan. 

Sgt. Horne was employed in 
Dept. 85 in 1946. The father is 
in Dept. 73, and an older son, 
Aaron Jr., works in Dept. 61. 


A cock pheasant’s life has a 
lot to recommend it. 

True, he ultimately meets a 
violent end in a frying pan; and 
life in a cage is confining. But 
there is a compensation which 
few human roosters enjoy. 

“The cocks do all the talking 
in a pheasant community,” Ray 
Howard (San Diego Service 
Engineering) reports. “The 
hens never talk back, in fact 
rarely ever make any noise at 
all.” 

(It must be heavenly.) 

Howard, who started raising 
Chinese ring-necked pheasants at 
his El Cajon home “because they 
are beautiful birds,” started out 
with five eggs (at a quarter 
apiece) under a banty hen. None 
hatched. He tried again with 11, 
hatched eight and raised one 
rooster. 

“Unlike chickens that are 
hardy from the start, pheasants 
require close care during the first 
few weeks. After that they are 
fairly sturdy and subject to fewer 
diseases than chickens.” 

Howard traded his lone rooster 
for 40 eggs and this time used a 


home-made incubator instead of 
the banty hen. The contrivance 
was more successful. He hatched 
38 eggs and raised 32. Since then 
he has had broods up to 60! 

Soon, however, he may run into 
rapid multiplication. Hens lay 
from 70 to 90 eggs a season and 
Howard has a dozen or so laying 
now. If he hatches all those eggs 
the Howard family will have 
pheasants coming out their ears. 

Grown pheasants sell for 
something near $1 a pound. 
They are almost all breast, 
however, with small bones and 
those who have eaten them tes¬ 
tify the meat is delicious. 

Even after passing the danger¬ 
ous first weeks, raising pheas¬ 
ants isn’t all beer and skittles. 
They frequently attack each 
other, pecking away at toes or 
any exposed place. Then the 
owner has to “de-beak” them, 
blunting the end of their beaks so 
they can do little damage. 

Hen pheasants, therefore, must 
lead thwarted lives, doomed to 
silence and prevented even fromv 
“hen pecking!” 


Jet Course Started 
For Mechanics at SD 

Prospective students in a 
course in “Introduction to Turbo¬ 
superchargers and Jet Propul¬ 
sion” met Monday, April 23 at 
Convair San Diego with Frank 
P. Simmons of General Electric 
as instructor. The course will con¬ 
tinue for 25 two-hour sessions 
and is primarily for mechanics 
who will work with turbos and 
jet engines or for those wanting 
a general knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject. There is a $15 fee. Addi¬ 
tional information may be ob¬ 
tained from the Training Section, 
ext. 491, at Convair SD. 


Navigation Course 
Starts This Week 

Convair San Diego’s Training 
Section, in cooperation with San 
Diego Junior College, this week 
started a class in navigation 
which meets at the college once 
a week, Monday evenings, 6:30 
to 9:30 for 12 sessions. The 
course includes dead reckoning, 
earth and charts, flightward 
navigation instruments, double¬ 
drift and radius of action prob¬ 
lems and radio navigation. The 
Training Section can supply ad¬ 
ditional information. 


NOW JUNIOR!—Ray Howard of Convair San Diego cautiously 
approaches "Junior," one of his cock pheasants that escaped in 
wrong pen. At left is a hen. Howard's caution is not without 
reason, for pheasants carry wedge-shaped spurs that can do dam¬ 
age when they are aroused. 


ONE MISS—When coaxing fails, Howard takes out after Junior 
with a net. This attempt failed, however. Catching pheasants isn't 
simple and long tail is no help, because plumes come out easily, 
leaving pursuer with a handful of tail but no bird! 
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Convair Experts go Far Afield to Help the Air Force Fly B-36s 



ALL OVER THE MAP—Convair Fort Worth representatives range far afield, 
as this map shows. Not many months ago field service organization was limited 


to Carswell Air Force Base at Fort Worth, but now look at it! Field men help 
Air Force with B-36 problems. 






RB-36 Crewmen 
Always on Call 
For Emergency 

Crewmen flying Convair-Built 
RB-36 reconnaissance airplanes, 
as well as those assigned to B-36 
bombers, lead unique lives these 
days in the twilight zone mid¬ 
way between peace-time and war. 

Fliers of RB-36s at Rapid City 
Air Force Base, S. D., for in¬ 
stance, are not at war. Neither 
are B-36 crews at Carswell AF 
Base, Fort Worth. But they’re 
not completely at peace, either. 

Consider the lives of one of 
the crack RB-36 crews reporting 
to Lt. Col. Fitzhugh A. Whit¬ 
field, commanding the 718th stra¬ 
tegic reconnaissance squadron at 


READY FOR MISSION—Crew of reconnaissance B-36 lines up 
for inspection before take-off from Rapid City, S. D., base, where 
Air Force conducts hundreds of training missions.—All photos from 
Rapid City Air Force Base. 


Field Engineers Range 


From Coast to Coast 


whom each member of the sec¬ 
tion reports his whereabouts at 
all times during the 24 hours of 
every day. This is carried to the 
extreme of requiring the crew¬ 
men to take leave at the same 
times. 

This living and working to¬ 
gether is part of a plan ordered 
by Lt. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, 
boss of the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand, to help the crewmen be¬ 
come completely adjusted to each 
other’s personalities in every 
way. This, in turn, fosters confi¬ 
dence of the crewmen in other 
members’ abilities to do their jobs 
when they’re in the sky. And 
that requires a lot of doing when 
you’re up there sometimes 40 
hours at a time. Sometimes 
longer. 


Crewmen are kept under con¬ 
stant pressure to maintain per¬ 
fect physical condition. For a 
crewman’s weight to go over 
200 pounds, for instance, is 
serious. He’s immediately taken 
off flight status. 

(No use for excess baggage 
on a strategic reconnaissance 
mission!) 


Capt. Abendhoff points out 
that a bomber crew has but one 
purpose in mind: to put the 
bombardier and a load of bombs 
over the target. The mission of 
an RB-36 crew is more complex. 

The reconnaissance craft is out 
to get information of many kinds 
and types. Among other things, 
this involves both visual pho¬ 
tography and radar photography, 
as well as the gathering and re- 
cording of information on 
weather conditions. 


HOME AGAIN —RB-36 mis¬ 
sions sometimes stretch from one 
day to next and almost into a 
third. Here is Master Sgt. D. H. 
Gabbard coming home to fam¬ 
ily. 


From a crew of only eight peo¬ 
ple a little more than a year ago, 
the Convair FW B-36 field serv¬ 
ice organization today has grown 
to the present staff of 97 people 
scattered to the four corners of 
the United States. 

At first, there were field engi¬ 
neers working only at Carswell 
Air Force Base, then the only 
base handling B-36s. 

Now field engineers and air¬ 
craft maintenance specialists 
from the FW division are scat¬ 
tered from Washington state to 
Florida—and from Maine to San 
Diego. 

Ray Nelson, aircraft service 
supervisor, heads a staff of 67 
field engineers and 34 aircraft 
maintenance specialists in train¬ 
ing and in the field. 

Original plans called for send¬ 
ing two field engineers to each 
base handling the B-36. Expand¬ 
ed operations and production have 
caused Convair to send more and 
more men to these bases. The 
field engineers are always avail¬ 
able to Air Force people to give 
technical assistance and instruc¬ 
tions in assembly, operation, 
maintenance, repair and modi¬ 
fication of Convair-built aircraft. 

The specialists serve the cus¬ 
tomers in an on-job-training ca¬ 
pacity, giving Convair know-how 
in every field of operation to in¬ 
crease the service and effective¬ 
ness of the aircraft. 

The aircraft service section is 
constantly on the lookout for job 
seekers who are former Air Force 
flight engineers and crew chiefs 
with engineering degrees. When 
hired, these engineers are assign¬ 
ed to Convair FW for a six-to- 
nine-month training period in 
which they get all-around experi¬ 
ence in building and servicing the 
B-36. As a rule, aircraft main¬ 
tenance specialists are recruited 
from the factory for their knowl¬ 
edge of specific fields of work 
on the B-36. 

Convair FW field engineers 
and specialists have taken part in 
flights of B-36s to Puerto Rico, 
Hawaii, Alaska and on the flight 


OBSERVER — A collection of 
gear. 1st Lt. Haig S. Yardumian, 
observer, poses with full flight 
regalia. 


Rapid City. Capt. Gerhard R. 
Abendhoff is an RB-36 aircraft 
commander whose 20 crewmen 
not only work together, but also 
in considerable part live together 
and play together. 

To have everyone available in 
the event of an emergency, Capt. 
Abendhoff divides the crew into 
five sections. 

Each section has a chief to 


to England, the first flight to 
foreign soil. 

Field engineers and specialists 
on duty at AF bases often assist 
in conducting armament, cold 
weather and heat tests, as well 
as many others, in addition to 
their regular duties of aiding AF 
crews flying B-36s. 

Says Nelson: “Wherever the 
B-36 or other Convair-built air¬ 
craft land, you’ll find field engi¬ 
neers and aircraft maintenance 
specialists ready to lend the AF 
their know-how.” 


SAVED—A TOE—Max Leven- 
son reenacts scene at Convair 
San Diego when Dept. 22 man's 
safety shoes saved him from in¬ 
jury. Door, on which he was tug¬ 
ging, overran his foot but, be¬ 
cause of safety shoes, did no 
I more damage than gash leather. 
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SOCIAL LIFE—Birthdays and farewells prompted parties at both 
Fort Worth and San Diego recently. 

In photo No. I Kaye Bole of Dept. 250 SD opens gifts. She is leaving to 
wed. Front row, left to right, Grace Munn, Kaye Bole, Maria Chinchillas, H. K. 
Eggers. Back row, Pat Burns, M. Coronado, Mary Cox, Dolly Sankovich, Car- 
melita Slack, Nancy Medich, Polly Anderson, Vickie Sanderson, L. S. Estes, 
Nat King. 

In photo No. 4 Jane Stangl, right, of Dept. 6 at Fort Worth admires silver 
tray she received from members of her department April 6 as a farewell 
present. Others, left to right, Cleo Murray, Rita Schavone and Isabel Zeh. 


SURPRISE! —Supt. R. W. 
Dodd (photo No. 3) of Dept. 7-1 
at Fort Worth, receives cake 
his birthday, April 12. Donors, 
left to right, Lucille Smith, J. 
N. Newton, Sue Reagor, Jessie 
Winn, all of development de¬ 
partments in hanger. Cards atop 
cake are royal flush! 


CONVAIR MOTHER—Mrs. Dora Cox of Dept. 250 at San 
Diego, shown with two of her daughters. Seven members of family 
for Convair! 


worl 


Seven Members of Family 
Are Convair Folk at SD 


Convair San Diego is strictly 
a family affair for Mrs. Dora 
Cox of Dept. 250. 

On the Convair payroll, in ad¬ 
dition to herself, are three daugh¬ 
ters, a son and two sons-in-law! 
Until someone else comes for¬ 
ward with a more, spectacular 
claim, the Cox contingent holds 
the title of “related to the most 
Convair folk.” 

“Junior” member of th& clan is 
the son, Roger Cox, of Dept. 406, 
who has been with the company 
since December, 1950. Mrs. Cox 
went to work in October of that 
year. The others had all had 
previous Convair experience. 

“Senior” member in point of 
Convair service is Albert Mar¬ 


tino (Dept. 406), who first 
joined Convair in September, 
1940 and continued with the 
company until 1945, returning 
in 1947. His wife Evelyn, now 
of Dept. 250, also has had pre¬ 
vious experience. She was with 
the company in 1944 and re¬ 
turned last fall. 

Edmundo Perez, now of Dept. 
25-1 first joined Convair in 1947 
and has been at San Diego ever 
since except for a period in 1948. 
His wife (Mrs. Cox's daughter), 
is now in Dept. 360. 

Also a veteran of war days 
is another daughter, Pauline 
Brant (Dept. 250) who first came 
to the company in 1943. She re¬ 
joined last fall. 


Trio Dedicated 
to Disassembly 

While thousands of folks at 
Convair FW spend their time 
making parts and building up as¬ 
semblies and components for 
B-36s, one trio is busily engaged 
in tearing parts to pieces. 

And it's all for the good of the 
cause: to insure that parts, 
equipment and assemblies ob¬ 
tained from sub-contractors meet 
quality standards of Convair and 
Air Force specifications. 

That's the work of the ma¬ 
terial acceptance board, made up 
of D. B. Tallon, representing in¬ 
spection; L. J. Levine, of design 

engineering; and F. Quirino, of 
engineering test laboratory. 

Should a vendor’s part become 
faulty or fail to meet specified 
standards, the MAB-men tear 
into the part with every type of 
test available to discover the 
cause of the defect. 

Not only does the MAB inves¬ 
tigate failures, it also conducts 
tests on first parts and periodi¬ 
cally makes random checks on 
all outside purchased parts. 

“We wish that more people 
would realize that the MAB is 
available to conduct any type of 
test to determine faulty or de¬ 
fective parts,” Tallon says. 

“We tear 'em down—but it's 
only so they can be built better.” 


SENIOR CITIZEN—Leo Bourdon, a senior citizen of Convair in 
point of service, received an unexpected cake recently. Occasion 
was his 65th birthday and associates in Dept. 102 at San Diego 
took this occasion to pay him respect. 


Sas Turbine Unit 
to Serve B-36s 

A new gas turbine unit capable 
of supplying auxiliary electricity, 
heat and pressure on the ground 
or during B-36 flights is now 
under test at Convair FW. 

Vinko Dolson, chief develop¬ 
ment-administrator, said the unit 
is capable of turning up to 40,000 
revolutions per minute| It is com¬ 
pact and portable and is easily 
hoisted into B-36 bomb-bays for 
use during flight. 

The new unit was put into use 
for the first time last month on 
a flight test of an RB-36 air¬ 
plane to provide the constant 
temperatures required for proper 

operation of some of the plane's 
complex camera equipment. 

It also can be used for start¬ 
ing jet engines, for supplying 
electrical power for other opera¬ 
tions, and for developing heat 
and pressure. 

Participating in first ground 
tests were Bob Lemmon, assist¬ 
ant project engineer; Bob Graves, 
representative from AiResearch 
Co. which supplied the unit; 
Odell Story and Martin Louder- 
milk, development foremen; K. 
W. Box and T. O. Smith, as¬ 
semblers; and Brad DeBusk, de¬ 
velopment project co-ordinator. 


FAREWELL—In picture No. 2, J. W. Stevens, seated, right, gets 
farewell gifts in Dept. 22-3 at Forth Worth before leaving for 
paratroop service. Presenting hatful of money is Dave Maben. 
Others are A. A. Zdzieblowski, J. L. Lucas, B. F. Devaney, G. E. 
Craig, B. S. Stevens, K. L. Dollanitem, C. W. Crowley, V. J. Flynn, 
R. W. Woolsey, W. H. Anderson, L. Fry. In photo No. 5, a group 
of Mary Crumby's friends at Forth Worth Production Control 
(Dept. 22-5) help celebrate her birthday April 6 with lunchtime 
party. Mary has been with Convair eight years. 


TEARING DOWN—Earl Davis, left, and D. B. Tallon tear down 
B-36 part at Convair FW to see that it complies with Material 
Acceptance Board and Convair specifications. 


NEW GAS TURBINE—R. L. Lemmon, left, gets operating in¬ 
structions for new gas turbine-driven auxiliary power unit now in 
use at Convair FW from Bob Graves, AiResearch Co. field repre¬ 
sentative. Others in picture are O. Story, J. W. Box, G. M. Lou- 
dermilk, and T. O. Smith. 
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SPORTS GUN—Handsome Mannlichter-Schoenauer, Austrian-made rifle, has been purchased by 
CRA at San Diego as an award for Convair SD's "best sportsman of the year." Award will be made 
at close of 1951. Gun is a caliber 270, made of high proof steel with one of finest bolt actions in 
world. It is Europe's only true sporting gun. Others are patterned after military models. 



Softball Scores Soar as FW 
Teams Play Opening Games 


Softball scores soared like 
March winds as Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association teams raced 
through their first two weeks of 


Tourneys and Instruction 
Mark Summer SD Tennis 


A continuing tennis program 
for Convair San Diego players 
was outlined this week by CRA 
Commissioner Jerry L a f a v e, 
marked by instruction for nov¬ 
ices, team matches and all-plant 
tournaments. 

“We expect to schedule team 
matches throughout the summer 
against the San Diego Tennis 
Club team, Solar Aircraft, Coro¬ 
nado Beach Club, and teams from 
Arcadia and Oceanside/’ Lafave 
said. 

Meanwhile, instruction for nov¬ 
ices will start Saturday, May 
19, from 9 to 11 a. m. on courts 
9 and 10 at North Park and a 
second session will be held at 
the same hours May 26. Any 
swing shift novices who would 


like to take part in practice ses¬ 
sions may contact Lafave at ext. 
1297, or at his home phone, 
W 1478, and instruction will be 
arranged for Sunday, May 20 at 
University Heights. 

Convair San Diego’s plant 
championship has been set for 
July 7 and 8 at North Park 
courts. However, a pre-cham¬ 
pionship tournament, will be 
held June 16 and 17 which will 
not include the top players that 
will be needed in the champion¬ 
ship. 

“The June tournament will be 
a good chance to get warmed up 
for the plant title tourney and 
to give the less experienced play¬ 
ers a chance at trophies,” Lafave 
said. 


Memberships in San Diego Tennis Club 
Await Convair Players, Without Charge 


Merely by signing their names, 
Convair San Diego tennis play¬ 
ers can take out membership in 
the San Diego Tennis Club, CRA 
Commissioner Jerry Lafave ex¬ 
plained this week. 

“CRA will take care of the 
membership fees,” he continued. 
“Membership in the club has 
many advantages, monthly tour¬ 
naments, movies and social 


events. All that is necessary is 
to get in touch with me (at ext. 
1297) or apply at Employee 
Service in building 32.” 

The next SDTC tournament is 
this coming weekend, April 28 
and 29, with an entry deadline 
of April 27. This event will be 
followed May 5 and 6 and 12 and 
13 by the annual Morton Novice 
tournament, open to all players. 


SD Grooms Four 
Softball Teams 

Convair San Diego will enter 
four—perhaps five—teams under 
CRA sponsorship in the annual 
pre-season softball tournament 
which gets under way May 30 
to classify teams for later city 
league play. 

Leading the entries will be the 
Triple A team, the Convair-Lin- 
ers and the Convair Eagles. The 
new Missiles squad will be piloted 
by Ernie Damarus, who last year 
led the Liners to an Industrial 
League pennant. A fifth team is 
currently being considered. 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini, who said that his pros¬ 
pects look even brighter than last 
year, warned all managers that 
rosters must be in to him by to¬ 
morrow (April 26) in triplicate, 
with at least one copy typewrit¬ 
ten. The pre-season tournament 
is a double elimination affair. 



CHAMP STILL CHAMP— 
Wesley Gowins, left, Dept. 82, 
Fort Worth division, looks wor¬ 
ried — but he nevertheless de¬ 
feated challenger J. D. Schroder 
of Dept. 30, 2nd shift, two out 
of three games to retain his plant 
championship title in washer 
pitching. Gowins has held title 
three straight years. 


Annual Industrial Tournament 
Starts May 13 for SD Linksmen 


San Diego golfers marked their 
calendars this week in anticipa¬ 
tion of the annual Industrial 
Tournament which will start May 
13 and last until Decoration Day. 

The first two rounds will be 
played at three different courses. 
The four top flights will play 
their first two matches at Rancho 
Santa Fe Sunday, May 13, and 
Sunday, May 20, while the inter¬ 
mediate flights play at Mission 
Valley and the four bottom 
flights play at Municipal on the 
same dates. 

The semi-finals and finals all 
will be played over Mission Val¬ 
ley, Sunday, May 27 and Memor¬ 
ial Day, Wednesday, May 30. 

Convair’s Whitey Ostwald, the 
defending champion, probably 


will face a rugged field by the 
time that firing starts. Among 
the top contenders expected are 
Ted Dorius (plant champion who 
eliminated Ostwald in the finals 
of the plant tourney last year) 
and Art King (a former pro who 
regained his amateur standing). 

There will be no qualifying 
round for the tournament, but 
players will be arranged accord¬ 
ing to handicap with the low 
handicapers automatically going 
into the championship flight, 
which is played from scratch. 
Other flights are on a full handi¬ 
cap basis. 

' All Convair golfers are eligible 
to enter, as well as linksmen 
from other San Diego industrial 
concerns. 


Mack, Edwards 
Fish Winners 

W. W. Mack of Dept. 31 and 
E. A. Edwards of Dept. 27, win¬ 
ners of the 1950-51 yearly prizes 
in the CRA fishing contest, are 
now angling with new rods and 
reels, according to CRA Fishing 
Commissioner R. D. Jones at FW. 

Mack won in the bass division 
with a 9M> pounder, and Ed¬ 
wards’ winning crappie weighed 
two pounds, four ounces. 

Ben C. Sisley, winner of the 
cat fish division with a 74 
pounder, is no longer a Convair 
employee. 

Prizes for the coming year will 
be a two-mantle Coleman lantern 
for the fisherman registering the 
largest crappie, and a two-burner 
Coleman stove for the largest 
channel catfish caught with a 
pole and line or rod, reel and 
line, Jones said. Anglers may 
register weights in the CRA of¬ 
fice. Contest period is April 1, 
1951 to March 31, 1952. 



BLANKET FINISH—Everett Sanford (Dept. 20-2 FW) arrives at 
home plate ahead of throw to pitcher Eugene McWilliams (Dept. 
4-4). Dept. 4-4 team won game by close margin, 19-18. It was 
opening night for Convair Fort Worth's softball league. 


Going Tough for CRA 
Ball Teams at FW 

Convair Recreation Association 
got off to a dismal start this 
month as baseball season opened 
at Fort Worth. 

The CRA team in the Sunday 
League found the going tough 
and the scoring high as they lost 
a 21-10 game to the Ratliff Inde¬ 
pendents. The Turf Bar tripped 
up CRA’s second baseball entry 
by a 4-3 count in play in the 
Major City League. 


FW Little League 
to Start May 5 

Convair FW’s four-team “little 
league” baseball organization is 
scheduled to swing into action 
for the summer months, May 5. 

The four teams will play one 
game each week until the sum¬ 
mer vacation begins. Plans call 
for two weekly games during the 
summer months through August. 

Competition is open to any 
Convair youngster who has 
reached his eighth birthday and 
who will not have reached his 
thirteenth birthday before Aug. 
1, 1951. 

Convair Recreation Association 
will furnish all uniforms and 
playing equipment for the young¬ 
sters and will award appropriate 
prizes to the winning team. 

Convair men sponsoring the 
teams include: J. E. Jones, White 
Settlement; A. K. Lawley, Ar¬ 
lington Heights; J. D. Tate, West 
Ridglea; and F. M. Moorman, 
River Oaks. 

Tentative plans call for games 
to be played on school diamonds 
until a “Little League” set-up 
can be readied for play. 

Opening day games send River 
Oaks to West Ridglea and Ar¬ 
lington Heights to White Settle¬ 
ment. 

Games May 12 send Arlington 
Heights to River Oaks and West 
Ridglea to White Settlement. 


play in the new season this month 
at Fort Worth. 

The Convair League was a 
good example of the free-scoring 
battles. Dept. 76 blasted Dept. 
25-3 by a score of 17-2 on open¬ 
ing night, while Dept. 20-2 scored 
18 runs against Dept. 4-4 only to 
lose by a 19-18 count. Dept. 22-8 
chased across 11 runs to beat 
Dept. 81 by 11-2. 

Other scores in the Convair 
League: Dept. 22-8 beat Dept. 
4-4, 23-5; Dept. 76 won over Dept. 
20-2, 9-1; Dept. 81 won a 22^3 
game over Dept. 25-3, 20-1; Dept. 
22-9 downed Dept. 76, 13-2; and 
Dept. 22-8 bested Dept. 20-2, 12-1. 

The C.V.A.C. team in the East 
Texas League went undefeated 
through its first three games by 
blasting Bledsue-Cone, 11-1; Em¬ 
pire Steel, 10-0, and Fort Worth 
Independents, 24-0. 

The Convair Jets of the Texas 
League have won two and lost 
two. They lost to Stafford-Low- 
don, 8-6, and dropped a forfeit 
to TCU Plumbing. The Jets top¬ 
ped the U. S. Engineers, 13-12, 
and the Star-Telegram nine, 9-3. 

Joel Poole hurled a no-hit, no¬ 
run 10-0 game against Anchor 
Printing to give the Bombers a 
shut-out in the first of two vic¬ 
torious games in the Western 
League. The Bombers beat the 
Merchant Independents, 8-6. 

The International League’s B T 
36. flyers dropped a 15-2 game to 
Frank Hague, but bested Hill 
Food, 13-3 and the Junior Odd 
Fellows, 10-3. 

Convair’s entry in the Commer¬ 
cial League moved through their 
first three games undefeated, 
beating St. Paul Methodists, 15-2; 
Tex Pac Recreation, 9-2, and 
Houston Fire, 4-1. 

Convair’s second shift league 
opened play last week, but results 
were not available at press time. 


Summer Golf Loop 
Set for May in FW 

A summer league in golf for 
Convair FW second shift em¬ 
ployees is now being planned, and 
the first week in May has befell 
tentatively set for beginning df 
play. 

“There are indications that 
some employees would prefer 
competition in the form of week¬ 
ly sweepstakes instead of league 
play,” says Fred Foster, CRA 
golf commissioner. 

Second shift golfers are in¬ 
vited to say which they prefer 
by contacting E. R. Muncy at 
ext. 5113 or the CRA ext., 5141. 


Additional-sports 
on page 3. 


Make Fish Charters 


Early, Marks Warns 

Better make your arrange¬ 
ments at once, if you expect to 
charter a boat for fishing trips 
off San Diego this summer. 

This was the advice this week 
of Dale Marks, CRA commis¬ 
sioner for fishing at SD, who 
warned that boat schedules are 
filling up rapidly and soon there 
will be none available. 



SERVE—Texas Landtroop; right, serves shuttle during opening 
night play of Convair FW badminton tournament as partner, Mrs. 
R. D. Smith looks on. 
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POMONA SITE—Air view shows location of future home for Convair's guided missile division, 
southwest of Pomona, Calif. Part of Pomona resi dential section appears in left foreground. Site is 
close to Southern Pacific and Union Pacific tracks and main thoroughfares. Walnut grove covers 
area at present. Construction is expected to sta rt as soon as current contract negotiations with U. S. 
Navy are completed. 


Convair Reports $2,495,886 Profit 
For Quarter Before Federal Taxes 


Convair last week reported a 
profit of $2,495,886 for the first 
quarter ending Feb. 28, 1951, be¬ 
fore provision for federal taxes 
on income. 

Sales for the period were $61,- 
012, 990. 

Floyd B. Odium, Convair board 
chairman, said that due to a loss 
carry-over from previous years 
it is expected that the current 
year’s earnings of the company 
will not be subject to excess 

Convair Declares 
Quarterly Dividend 

Convair’s directors last week 
declared a quarterly dividend of 
35 cents a share, payable May 25 
to stockholders of record May 15. 

Current directors of Convair 
were reelected at the annual 
meeting of stockholders. Officers 
of Convair were reelected includ¬ 
ing Floyd B. Odium, board chair¬ 
man; LaMotte T. Cohu, presi¬ 
dent; Robert H. Biron, L. W. 
Miller, J. V. Naish, R. 0. Ryan, 
R. C. Sebold, all vice-presidents; 
Robert B. Watts, vice president 
and general counsel; V. C. Schor- 
lemmer, secretary and treasurer; 
and G. T. Bovee, controller. 


profits taxes. A part of the 
year’s earnings, however, will be 
subject to normal income taxes. 

To reserve for this tax on a 
straight line basis throughout the 
year, the company has set up a 
reserve during the first quarter 
of $749,000, leaving a net profit 
for the interval of $1,746,886. 

For the same quarter last year, 
when no provision for federal 
taxes on income was required, 
the net profit was $680,916 on 
sales of $33,617,163. During the 
first quarter of last year there 
were certain non-recurring items 
due to a change in accounting 
methods amounting to approxi¬ 
mately $2,200,000, which have 
been eliminated for comparative 
purposes in the statement of 
the previous year’s earnings just 
given. 


* Trophy * Winner 

C. W. (Bud) Dale (Dept. 27 
San Diego), who spends his 
weekends racing a home-built 
“three-quarter” midget race 
car, raced unsuccessfully at 
Indio, Calif., Sunday, April 15, 
but brought back a “trophy” 
anyhow. His car ran over a 30- 
pound bob-cat near Ramona! 


OVER THE SHOULDER 

(Looking back in CONVARIETY 
files.) 

A YEAR AGO 

XP5Y-1 flying boat made its 
first flight April 18, 1950, from 
San Diego bay. 

Crowd of 14,000 at Fort Worth 
jammed coliseum for first of 
three performances of circus 
sponsored by CRA. 

As of April 26, four B-36s had 
arrived at San Diego for modern¬ 
izing. 

New B-36 nacelle carrier for 
spare power plants flight tested 
for first time April 15. 

Marten Mendez of Convair San 
Diego wins his second national 
badminton title at Baltimore, Md. 

Roy Coykendall of Convair San 
Diego lands first yellowtail April 
15 in SD Yellowtail derby. 

TWO YEARS AGO 

Institute of Aeronautical Sci¬ 
ences building dedicated April 29, 
1949 at San Diego. 

XC-99 flies at Fort Worth with 
100,000-pound payload, setting 
new unofficial world record. 

Marten Mendez wins his first 
U. S. badminton title in compe¬ 
tition at Chicago. 

Orient Airways’ first Convair- 
Liner reaches Karachi, Pakistan, 
April 21. 


Construction Discussed 
For Missile Division 

Accompanying photographs show the site for Convair’s newest 
division and the men who will run it. 

The division, designed for manufacture of guided missiles for 
the U. S. Navy, actually got under way some weeks ago at San 
Diego. Its move to a permanent home near Pomona, Calif., must 
await construction of plant buildings. 

Actual site for the new plant was purchased recently by Convair 
and is located southwest of Pomona. A contract for operation of 
the plant under Convair’s management supervision is being nego¬ 
tiated now with the Navy. Operations contemplated would be on 
a much larger scale than Convair’s missile manufacture in the past. 
Ultimate employment is expected to total several thousand. 

Plans call for a completely self-contained facility. Buildings are 
planned for office, air frame and electronics manufacturing, mis¬ 
sile assembly, maintenance, receiving and shipping warehouses and 
employee training. 

Explosives will not enter the plant, however, nor will there be 
flight operations. 

Construction is expected to start as soon as contract negotiations 
have been completed. Several months will be required for the 
construction period. 



MISSILE MEN—Executives of Convair's newly formed Division 3, 
which will be devoted to missile manufacture, shown during con¬ 
ference. Seated, left to right, George Robertson, chief plant engi¬ 
neer, S. R. Carpenter, manager of Engineering, Gage Irving, division 
manager, A. B. Scoles, staff assistant, Howard Hart, manager of 
Inspection, R. C. Mark, division controller, H. T. Hunt, factory 
manager. Standing, H. W. Rickett, chief of Materials, Harlan 
Filloon, Industrial Relations manager, J. P. Syren, Contracts man¬ 
ager, Kirby Higdon, Master Scheduling administrator, Harry Cross, 
production manager. 


Fort Worth Departments Awarded Special 
Certificates for Fine Safety Records 

Five Convair FW departments 


with a total of 6,527,133 man¬ 
hours worked without a disabling 
injury will be honored with a 
special safety certificate this 
month, according to Fred Tem¬ 
ple, safety engineering super¬ 
visor. 

Depts. 73, 14, 47, 43, and 81 
have each worked more than one 
million man-hours without a dis¬ 
abling injury. 

Department representatives will 
receive the certificates of recog¬ 
nition from the Fort Worth 


Safety Council on behalf of the 
National Safety Council. 

The awards are given to or¬ 
ganizations boasting outstanding 
records in the field of industrial 
safety. 

Four of the departments to be 
honored, Depts. 73, 14, 47, and 81, 
are continuing their safety feats, 
while the fifth was broken only 
this month. 

Dept. 14 (Tool Service) has the 
longest period of time worked 
without a disabling injury. Its 
record dates back to Dec. 10, 
1947. 



HOME FOR 28,000—A recent aerial view shows Convair's Fort Worth division 
with Lake Worth in background. With employment at FW exceeding 28,000, 
this is nation's largest single "aircraft family." (Convair's total employment, how¬ 


ever, is about 47,000, this includes Fort Worth and San Diego divisions, Dainger- 
field, Tex. Aerophysics Laboratory and the new Division 3 for missile construction.) 
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Higgins Named 
Security Head 

Appointment of G. D. Higgins 
Jr. as manager of Industrial Se¬ 
curity at Convair FW division 
was announced last week by A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager. 

Higgins formerly was assistant 
manager of Industrial Relations. 

Higgins’ appointment and crea¬ 
tion of the new Industrial Secur¬ 
ity department (Dept. 15) under¬ 
lined prospects for further tight¬ 
ening of security measures at 
Convair FW. 

Higgins reports to assistant 
division manager D. C. Burrows. 
He will have these responsibili¬ 
ties: civil defense, security, inves¬ 
tigation, guards, and.fire protec¬ 
tion. 

Civil defense previously was a 
responsibility of the division man¬ 
ager’s office, while the four other 
functions were handled by Indus¬ 
trial Relations department. 

Higgins had been assistant 
manager of Industrial Relations 
since April, 1949. He came to 
Convair FW in August, 1948, 
upon closing of Convair’s Stinson 
division, where he had been chief 
of Industrial Relations. 

Higgins’ Convair career started 
in production control at Vultee 
field in 1942. He was chief of 
Industrial Relations there from 
1945 to 1947 before going to 
Stinson. 

He is a native of Coffeyville, 
Kans. 


Veterans of B-36 Days 
Assigned to Swept-Wing 

Convair FW’s newest baby, the all-jet, swept-wing 
B-36, is a mere youngster in terms of age but it has some 
of the most seasoned heads in the FW Division nursing 
it along and giving their all toward its growth. 

Hundreds of the development § 

tant foreman. He says, “Tooling 

then was a matter of catch as 
catch can. Most of the parts 
were shaped by hand and all had 
to be individually patterned. 

“Where it took weeks to assem¬ 
ble a section then, now we can 
ask the various sub-assembly de¬ 
partments and get a completed 
part in short time. Times have 
really changed.” 

R. W. Dodd, superintendent of 
field operations for the develop¬ 
ment department, adds: 

“The planning for the all-jet 
B-36 has been better and Convair 
folks have watched the B-36 fly 
and know it is capable of bigger 
things. The B-36 has surpassed 
all expectations and we are look¬ 
ing for the swept-wing to do the 
same.” 

All of the old timers agree on 
one point: that crewmen on the 
swept-wing model bring far more 
skill to the job than was available 
in the days of the XB-36. 

R. K. Howard, Jr., an assistant 
foreman, points out: 

“In those days, we worked 
(Continued on page 2) 


department (65) workers now 
building the all-jet giant were on 
hand as far back as 1943 when 
another then unknown aircraft 
was being assembled at FW: the 
XB-36. 

Development Manager A. P. 
Higgins grins proudly when he 
tells of the experienced Convair 
crews he has building the swept- 
wing B-36. But his pride doesn’t 
match that of the workers who 
are busily putting the plane to¬ 
gether. 

Typical of the Convair veterans 
on the project are 18 members 
of supervision who also had a 
hand in the building of the XB- 
36. 

They’re as proud of the all-jet 
B-36 as anyone could be. In fact, 
at least four were reduced—at 
their own request—from general 
foremen to foremen so that they 
could work on the new model. 

Times have changed since that 
period from 1943 to 1945 when 
the XB-36 was being painstaking¬ 
ly assembled. 

For instance, G. W. Righter, 
now a foreman, says: 

“In the early days of the XB- 
36, everyone was more concerned 
with the production of B-24s and 
B-32s, and had little time to 
bother with the experimental B- 
36. 

“We found obstacles at every 
turn and had to work out prob¬ 
lems as they occurred without too 
much outside help. Now every¬ 
one at FW is interested in the 
new model and we get enthu¬ 
siastic cooperation anywhere we 
go.” 

Much of the job of tooling and 
pattern making in those days 
went to R. V. Courtney, an assis- 
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LAST OF THE 'A'S'—Supervisors who pushed this RB-36 through last stages of final assembly 
look on as W. R. Dudley, final assembly foreman (second from right), and B. C. Morris, of inspection 
(far right), sign papers which will send it out of door. It's last of A Model B-36s to be converted to 
an RB-36 reconnaissance aircraft at Fort Worth division, although Model B's are still in conversion at 
SD division. 


Last of Model A s 
Leaves Assembly 


Line at Convair FW 


SECURITY HEAD—G. D. Hig¬ 
gins Jr. is new manager of Indus¬ 
trial Security at Convair Fort 
Worth division. 


NICKNAME—Convair FW development crews building new all¬ 
jet swept-wing B-36 promptly labeled it "Swept Wing Slugger." 

Although the new ship is a mere youngster in terms of age, it 
has some of the most seasoned heads in the FW division nursing 
it along and giving their all toward its growth. 


A man with a love for “Swiss 
watch” precision and quality is 
new chief tool engineer at Con¬ 
vair FW Division. 

He’s Ralph A. Fuhrer, and he 
comes by his interest naturally: 
he is the son of Swiss parents 
who came to the United States 
early in the century and settled 
in Pennsylvania. 

Fuhrer’s appointment was an¬ 
nounced by V. C. Gillon, produc¬ 
tion manager. He fills the va¬ 
cancy created when A. P. Higgins 
was named manager of the new 
development departments. 

D. C. McDougal, who has been 
serving as acting chief, will con¬ 
tinue as assistant chief tool engi¬ 
neer. 

Fuhrer’s early schooling was 
at his birthplace, Ridgway, Pa., 
and later he spent more than 10 
years in night school studying 
tooling, tool design, mechanical 
engineering and business admin¬ 
istration. It paid off: he went to 
work in 1929 at tooling and build- 
continued on page 2) 


The last of the B-36 model A’s rolled off the assembly 
line at Convair FW last month (April 27) after Convair 
crews had completely modernized it to one of the newer 
RB-36 model E Reconnaissance aircraft. 


Delivery of the modernized 
plane to the Air Force will mark 
the end of the first phase in the 
new Air Force-Convair program 
in which research, design, de¬ 
velopment, production and mod¬ 
ernization is performed at one 
and the same time on the Air 
Force’s only production heavy 
bomber the B-36. 

Modernization of an additional 
undisclosed number of model B’s 
continues at full speed at San 
Diego Division. 

The last model A went off 
Dept. 50’s final assembly line and 
out the big north door into the 
hands of Field Operations (Dept. 
61) crews who will give it the 
finishing touches before delivery. 

In all, the modernization pro¬ 
gram at Fort Worth has involved 
22 model A’s made into newer 
RB-36 model E’s, and four model 
B’s made into B-36 model D’s. 

The entire modernization pro¬ 
gram on the earlier B-36s was 
performed by Convair folks who 
at the same time continued their 
never ending efforts to improve 
the airplane to the utmost by 
research and development, and 
while they continued to turn out 
the production model airplanes as 
required by the Air Force. 

In development, for instance, 
Convair crews are now working 
to produce the first all-jet swept- 
wing B-36. 

In production, fabrication and 
assembly crews are turning out 
a steady stream of the latest 
model B-36s. 

In research, aerodynamicists, 
laboratory and other technical 
men are studying ever-new con¬ 
cepts which may wind up on the 
production line in months and 
years to come. 

Modernization of the model air¬ 
planes at the Fold; Worth Division 
(Continued on page 2) 


T. G. Lanphier 
Joins Convair 

Thomas G. Lanphier Jr. has 
been appointed assistant to the 
president of Convair, LaMotte T. 
Cohu, company president, an¬ 
nounced last week. 

Cohu said Lanphier would as¬ 
sume the responsibilities of policy 
planning in the guided missile 
field for the company. Convair 
recently activated a guided mis¬ 
sile division and will build a new 
plant in Pomona, Calif., for their 
manufacture. 

During the past year, Lanphier 
served as a special assistant to 
the head of the National Security 


TO ASSIST COHU—T. G. 
Lanphier Jr., who has joined Con¬ 
vair as assistant to president, 
with responsibilities for guided 
missile policy. 


FW Phone Number 
Now Sunset 7311 

Convair Fort Worth Division 
now has a new telephone num¬ 
ber. It‘s Sunset 7311. 

The old number, Pershing 
2181, will get you the plant 
until June 1. After that date, 
only Sunset 7311 will do the 
trick. 

The change was necessary 
because the plant is located in 
the area served by the tele¬ 
phone company’s new Sunset 
exchange. 

Six new trunk lines for in- 


Resources Board, specialising in 
the area of national security, and 
prior to that was a special as¬ 
sistant to the secretary of the 
U. S. Air Force, dealing in prob¬ 
lems concerned with research 
and development, including 
guided missiles. 

From 1945 to November, 1949, 
he was editor of the Idaho States¬ 
men newspapers, Boise, Idaho. 

During the war, Lanphier was 
an officer in the U. S. Air Force 
and is a colonel in the Air Force 
reserve. A graduate of Stanford 
University, Lanphier is married 
and has three children. 


coming calls are now available 
under the new number. 


Tool Engineer 
Chief Chosen 


FORT WORTH EDITION 
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NO FIRE, BUT FIREMEN TO RESCUE—When A. D. Gann, 
Convair FW field service representative, needed to check pins on 
B-36 rudder hinges at Sheppard Air Force Base recently, he was 
stymied for lack of way to boost himself near top of 46-foot 
7-inch tail. A call to Wichita Falls fire department neatly solved 
problem: firemen brought him hydraulically-powered ladder. 
(USAF Photo.) 


Last Model 'A' 
Changed to T 

(Continued from page 1) 
gave the program the benefit of 
all the know-how used every day 
by experienced assembly crews. 

Most of the model A’s were 
taken apart down to the major 
components, such as the wing, 
tail section, bomb bays, and nose 
section, and brought inside the 
assembly building for more effi¬ 
cient work on the assembly line 
than could be performed with the 
fuselage intact outside the build¬ 
ing. 

The major components were 
sent through major assembly, 
major mating and down the as¬ 
sembly line without interrupting 
•he steady flow of production 
model airplanes. 

Original model A airplanes 
were powered with six 3,000- 
horsepower piston engines. After 
modernization, all now have full 
power of the newer models: six 
3,500-horsepower piston engines 
plus four jet engines mounted in 
pods slung from the wing. 

Successful conversion of the 
model A airplanes may be a sub¬ 
stantial factor in future Air 
Force consideration for a continu¬ 
ing program in which the Air 
Force will always have a striking 
fleet of the latest model B-36 
bombers ready for combat, while 
at the same time newer and bet¬ 
ter modernized bombers continue 
to come off the assembly line to 
replace earlier models. 


HOW IT HAPPENED—J. W. Norris (Dept. 632 at San Diego), 
.ft, re-enacts position he was in when drill he was using broke and 
truck his prescription safety glasses. Lens broke but eye was 
nhurt. At right is Asst. Foreman A. L. Baber.__ 


Jloa Booh, CnfrueA 


Service Pins 


FORT WORTH 

Following employees recently received 
service pins: 

Ten year awards: Dept. 3-2, E. G. 
Ciosier; Dept. 50, F. B. Mclnnis. 

Five year awards: Dept. 6-4, B. W. 
Landborg Jr. ; Dept. 8-3, J. P. Slater; 
Dept. 9-2, R. W. Rector; Dept. 14-1, I. 
W. Russell; Dept. 22-3, A. W. Henning, 

R. S. Ladd; Dept. 31, L. C. Alexander, 
B. M. Anderson, N. H. Brynie, D. M. 
Cox, A. C. Dillard, H. R. Garlington, 
J. L. Reaves, I. R. Rhodes, E. T. 
Shields, R. G. Summerford. 

Dept. 43, K. E. Holloway, R. R. Smith, 

S. R. Walker; Dept. 44, H. W. Ames, 
D. W. Henderson, O. E. Wheatley, P. E. 
Wiles; Dept. 45, O. G. Selby Jr.; Dept. 
46, O. G. Carson ; Dept. 47, W. J. Deese, 
H. E. Goodwin Jr.; Dept. 48, J. M. 
Mackey, T. L. Nesbit Jr. ; D. V. Teague. 

Dept. 50, A. E, Goode, A. E. Holcomb, 

F. W. Hollabaugh, J. L. McLendon ; 
Dept. 61, L. L. Dellifi; Dept. 64, J. O. 
Moncrief, G. H. Prestridge, G. B. Speer, 

G. Townsend Jr. ; Dept. 65, E. R. 
Trietsch ; Dept. 73, V. J. Godwin ; Dept. 
74, J. O. Dennis; Dept. 75, S. A. Means; 
Dept. 81, G. D. Gibbons, J. E. Moilanen, 
J. T. Morrow, J. M. Norton, H. J. 
Schlabs, W. W. Shelton, F. V. Williams; 
Dept. 82, D. M. Brown, J. H. Coleman, 
N. E. Lowry, B. W. Terry. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

Mrs. R. O. Fuller, Dept. 47, reports 
loss of gold cigaret case and lighter 
combination, near Gate 5. Ext. 4211. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees re¬ 
cently received employee suggestion 
awards totaling $1,244.24: 

Dept. 4, G. T. McCulley, C. L. Roth- 
acker: Dept. 9, L. M. Hodges; Dept. 12, 
Frank Brown; Dept. 14, E. F. Storey; 
Dept. 22, W. E. Franz; Dept. 24, G. S. 
Gilbert; Dept. 25, John Fengolis; Dept. 
27, C. F. Lard Jr., R. G. Lane, A. W. 
Swackhamer, C. R. Eagan; Dept. 31, J. 
B. Mack, Ruby C. Nowell, A. O. Davis, 

V. B. Franks, L. C. Gilbert, L. W. 
Goben, R. C. Martin, C. C. Scarborough, 

W. R. Sheehan, J. W. Sims. 

Dept. 44, N. J. Isaacs Jr., S. B. Tur¬ 
ner ; Dept. 47, W. D. Pitts; Dept. 50, 
Mark Brown ; Dept. 73, D. W. Short; 
Dept. 81, J. G. Bohn, B. W. Boulton, 
J. C. Keller, H. O. Kenny; Dept. 82, 
W. E. McCurle'y, W. Gowins, L. M. 
Sanders, E. L. Thompkins, J. W. Throne, 

H. L. Veal, M. E. Wagner. 


Transfers 


FORT WORTH 

San Diego to Fort Worth: Harold E. 
Keswick, to tool design supervisor. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. Perry Morgan and son, Perry 
Wayne, wish to express their apprecia- 
;ion for kindness and sympathy extended 
3 y friends on the occasion of the death 
>f their husband and father, Perry 
Morgan. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

SIMONS—Daughter, Kathy Diane, 7 
lbs., 8 ounces, born April 25 to Mr. and 
Mrs. M. N. Simons, Dept. 24-1. 


Deaths 


Convair Man Ranks 
Seventh in U.S. in 
Debate Tournament 

A Convair FW employee, 
Worth Dalton of Dept. 4-1 (sec¬ 
ond shift), ranked as seventh in 
the nation in a field of 68 debat¬ 
ers competing in the National 
Debate Tournament last week at 
West Point, N. Y. 

Dalton is a senior economics 
major at TCU. He and his part¬ 
ner, James Cunningham of TCU, 
tied for fourth place. They were 
defeated in the quarter-finals by 
the Redlands University (Cali¬ 
fornia) team which won the tour¬ 
nament. 

TCU’s debate team was one of 
four University teams picked by 
the National Debate Council to 
compete in the national contest 
from the five-state Southwest 
area, including Texas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Ar¬ 
kansas. 

TCU’s subject was “That the 
Non-Communist Nations Should 
Form a New International Or¬ 
ganization.” 


Tool Engineer 
Chief Chosen 

(Continued from page 1) 
ing jigs and fixtures at the Cur¬ 
tiss-Wright Corp. plant in Buf¬ 
falo, N. Y. That was his first job 
in what since has mounted up 
to 17 years in the aircraft indus¬ 
try. 

In 1934 he was promoted to 
tool and planning project admin¬ 
istrator. In 1940, he was pro¬ 
moted again and transferred to 
C-W’s St. Louis plant to serve as 
head of the tool and planning de 
partment. In 1943, he became 
general superintendent of tool 
and planning division; and in 
1944, factory manager of C-W’s 
Columbus, Ohio, plant. 

He left that company in 1947 
to serve as manager of manufac 
turing engineering at the General 
Electric X-Ray Co. plant at Mil 
waukee, Wisconsin, where he was 
located until he joined Convair 
May 1. 

Forty-three years old, Fuhrer, 
Mrs. Fuhrer and their one child 
live at 6333 Darwood. 


MOVIE HOUR CHANGED 

Due to daylight saving time, 
Friday night movies at CRA 
Clubhouse will start at 7:30 p.m. 
in future, rather than 7 p.m., Pete 
Beyrer, clubhouse manager, re¬ 
ported. 


A job in Convair is a job in 
fort worth | national defense. Help keep 

crumby—H ersnei, died April 20 . Uncle Sam’s secrets by keeping 

Survivors are wife, Mrs. Mary Crumby vnnv inh 

of Dept. 22, and three children. I mum about youi ]OD. 
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SAFETY PAYS—O. C. Sumer- 
.in, Dept. 81 FW, shows why he 
is firm believer in safety goggles. 
Sumerlin was working on aileron 
jig when eight-pound piece of 
metal fell, crushing gpggles and 
skinning head without injury to 
eye. 


Veterans Work 
On Swept-Wing 

(Continued from page 1) 
with people who knew very little 
about aircraft. Today most of our 
hourly people know as much 
about the work as did most of 
our supervisors then.” 

The supervisors are all quick to 
add that the work of engineering, 
tooling, sub-assemblies, and other 
departments is making their job 
much easier. 

Names of all Convair folks who 
worked on the XB-36 and are now 
on the swept-wing are not avail¬ 
able, but they include: V. Dol- 
son, J. B. Brock, R. W. Dodd, J. 
B. Dinsmore, E. W. Duke, E. F. 
Farris, C. Houp, Jr., R. K. How¬ 
ard, Jr., J. P. Krog, R. Oldham, 
G. W. Righter, J. B. Ritchie, W. 
A. Shahan, A. O. Watson, A. B. 
Calhoun, A. E. Withkowski, R. 
V. Courtney and Jack Griffith. 


Colored Ball Club 
Considered for FW 

A Negro baseball team is being 
considered for Convair FW in the 
near future, according to acting 
CRA baseball commissioner W. 
W. Womble. 

R. Jones, Dept. 20-2, is form¬ 
ing the club and may be reached 
at Ext. 5211 for information. 


MANAGER AT SD 

F. G. Merritt, former head of 
Plant Protection for the San 
Diego Division, last week was 
named manager of Industrial Se¬ 
curity, reporting to SD Division 
Manager K. F. Leaman. His re¬ 
sponsibilities involve civil de¬ 
fense, security, investigations, 
guard force, fire department and 
identification. 


New 'Political' Parties Bid for Support 
As Part of Leadership Course at FW 

All members of the class took 
part in the political rally and 


Democrats and Republicans 
were challenged for the support 
of Texans last month when three 
new “political” parties appeared 
on the Convair scene. 

The parties, “Country Hicks,” 
“Cow Hands,” and “City Slick¬ 
ers,” were formed by members 
of the Dale Carnegie leadership 
training course sponsored by the 
education committee of Convair 
Management Club at FW. Com¬ 
mittee chairman is C. E. Roeder. 


each offered a political speech or 
entertainment to add to the fes¬ 
tivities as part of their training. 

The class is one of a dozen by 
which FW division employees are 
improving themselves both on the 
job and in their private lives. 

The current class is scheduled 
to hold graduation exercises June 
7. 


CHOOSE YOUR PARTY—Members of Dale Carnegie Course being taught at Convair FW under 
sponsorship of Convair Management Club are shown in costumes they used for special political rally 
in Convair FW cafeteria. 
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TWO YEARS AGO 


First B-50 nose nears comple¬ 
tion at San Diego. 

Western Air Lines Convair- 
Liner sets new commercial speed 
record between San Francisco and 
Portland, one hour, 49 minutes. 

Convair publication for com¬ 
mercial customers “The Convair 
Traveler” publishes first issue 
May 2. 

LaMotte T. Cohu announces 
San Diego division soon will start 
building B-36 components to sup¬ 
ply Fort Worth. 

Foremen’s Club at Forth Worth 
changes name to Convair Man¬ 
agement Club. 

Convair-Liners average 13 
hours utilization per day on 
Trans-Australia’s routes. 


TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!—That's a familiar cry 
around home of M. R. Clark (Dept. 30 FW) whose whole family 
is baseball-minded. Clark buys his tickets in block from CRA at 
Fort Worth, profiting by reduced price. At left he gets tickets 


from Pat Moxon while in center photo he is shown at LaGrave 
Field gate with sons Ronnie and Charlie (in front) and a neighbor, 
Mickey Lee. At right Cat first baseman Bennie Taylor signs balls 
for boys. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, chairman, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. May 15 and 
May 22, Ridglea 'CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LCM5809. Second shift. Jack 
Criswell, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players 
contact Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club 
meetings May 11 and May 18, Blackstone Hotel, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Bob Miller, commissioner, ext. 4133. Second Shift Camera 
Club, A. L. Green, ext. 4211. Regular meeting, May 14, Ridglea CRA Center, 
10 a.m. Watch bulletin board for program announcements. 

CANASTA-—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Singing from 11:20 to 
11:40 a.m. each Monday, Wednesday and Friday in main 50-foot aisle. 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing and Masque Players 
meeting, May 10, Will Rogers ORA Center, 8 p.m. Rehearsals for “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 7:30 p.m. at YWCA. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
April 1 to June 30, prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Employee 
Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing May 15 and 
May 22 at Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th Street. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m., advanced class 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 1o 6:30 p.m., 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday, 9 to 
10 a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Don Winslow in the Coast Guard,” each Thursday lunch period in 
main 50-foot aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 2106. Monthly meeting first Sunday 
of each month. Weekly meeting every Friday, Ridglea CRA Center, 7:30 p.m. 
Code practice every Wednesday, Ridglea CRA Center, 7:30 p.m. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimm’y Shackelford, ext. . 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday at 7 to 9 :30 p.m. for first shift, Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday 
at 2 p.m. Children’s instructions preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANNCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing for 
beginners, 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m.. May 14 and May 21, North 
Side Recreation Building. For second shift, beginners and advanced, 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. May 9, 16 and 23, North Side Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, ext. 2164. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner. Final contest May 16 
to determine contender for plant championship at noon in 50-foot aisle. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. 


TWENTY CONVAIR FW YEARS—E. G. Crosier, right, and L. E. 
Whitten, maintenance superintendent, congratulate one another on 
completion of ten years at FW division. Whitten was among first 
700 FW employees hired by Crosier in 1941. 

'First' Employee at Fort Worth Receives 
Ten-Year Service Pin From Convair 


One of the first men ever as¬ 
signed exclusively to Fort Worth 
division work and the Convair 
man who hired the first Texans 
for work at FW division is sport¬ 
ing a new 10-year service pin this 
week. And he’s looking forward 
to the next Convair 10 years. 

E. G. Crosier, now Employee 
Service supervisor, was the man 
who hired the first 700 people 
for FW division. In his first job, 
he interviewed applicants at state 
employment offices in various 
cities in Texas and nearby states, 
i It took him two months to sign 
up the first 700, who went to 
San Diego for training. 

Crosier had worked for Vultee 
for two months in 1941 before 
taking his job in employment at 


Movie to Carry Convair on B-36 
Mission During Lunch Periods 


Want to go along on a long- 
range bombing mission in an 
Air Force B-36? 

You will — through the eyes 
of the camera—if you’re on hand 
at the Convair FW assembly 
building 50-foot aisle at the 11 


OVER THE SHOULDER 

(Looking Back in 
CONVAIRIETY Files) 

A YEAR AGO 

Garuda Indonesian Airways or¬ 
ders eight Convair-Liners. 

Trans-Australia Airlines Con- 
vair-Liner H-TAR carries 
250,000th passenger and logs 
4,025th hour in air to become 
“oldest” liner in point of service. 

Convair Recreation Association, 
Fort Worth, celebrates first anni¬ 
versary. 

Roy W. Dill (Dept. 210 SD) 
wins U. S. professional archery 
crown. 

San Diego employment rises to 
’ 6,311. 

RB-36 flies command perform¬ 
ance April 22 for President Tru¬ 
man in air show at Eglin Air 
Force Base, Florida. 

Engine and nacelle mock-ups 
built for Convair-Turboliner. 


a.m. lunch period tomorrow or 
Friday, May 10 or 11. 

E. G. Crosier, employee serv¬ 
ices supervisor, said that Convair 
Recreation Association is present¬ 
ing two showings of the “March 
of Time” movie short featuring 
the B-36 through arrangements 
made by the public relations de¬ 
partment. Film title is “Flight 
Plan for Freedom.” 

The film, shown recently in 
downtown Fort Worth theaters, 
tells the story of the Air Force’s 
Strategic Air Command mostly 
through movies made at Carswell 
AF Base, Fort Worth. 

The camera goes along through¬ 
out an entire bombing mission 
from the briefing session through 
the flight to the target, the drop¬ 
ping of the bombs, and the trip 
back home. 


UNIT 3 WINS 

The March safety contest at 
Convair SD was won by unit 3, 
Electronics, Field Operations, In¬ 
terior Trim and Final Assembly, 
with an index injury rate of 9.99. 
Tooling, with a rate of 11.01 was 
second. 


Convair SD, where he was given 
the Fort Worth assignment in 
June of 1941. 

As Employee Service super¬ 
visor, Crosier organized Convair 
Recreation Association activities 
at FW, and directs handling of 
insurance, housing, group rides, 
absentee investigations, visitation, 
and personal problems. 

He organized the Foremen’s 
Club, now called the Management 
Club, in the fall of 1942, and was 
the club’s first president. 

Crosier is an ordained minister 
and associate pastor of Riverside 
Baptist Church. He and his wife 
live at 2325 Marigold. A daugh¬ 
ter, Mrs. L. D. White, and a 
three-year-old grand daughter, 
live in Houston. 


CRA Executive 
Unit Named 

FW Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation Employee Council mem¬ 
bers and standing committees for 
the new year were named this 
week by H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president. 

Executive committee members 
appointed by Starkey are Finn 
Wahl, co-chairman; E. G. Crosier, 
welfare commissioner; and Wen¬ 
dell Eldred, bridge commissioner. 

Members under by-laws of the 
organization are Starkey, chair¬ 
man; R. J. Donnelly, manager of 
Industrial Relations, with Bob 
Vollmer as his alternate; and 
John Scott, CRA treasurer. 

Hugh Pennington was named 
ways and means committee chair¬ 
man, and members are E. S. 
Brown and A1 Stateson. 

Recreation committee chairman 
is Fred Foster. Fred Carlile and 
another employee yet to be named 
will serve as committee members. 

Crosier is welfare committee 
chairman, and working with him 
are M. L. Stewart and R. D. 
Jones. 

Ross Carney is budget commit¬ 
tee chairman, with Scott and 
Crosier as members. 


New 'Turtle Club' Enrolls Fort Worth Men 
Who Have Been Saved by Safety Helmets 


A new safety organization, the 
Turtle Club, is now enrolling 
members at Convair FW, accord¬ 
ing to Fred Temple, safety super¬ 
visor. Any person whose safety 
helmet prevented serious injury 
from a falling object may qualify 
for membership. 

Those who qualify may submit 
a completed application form, 
signed by two witnesses, to the 
safety section. Each member ad¬ 
mitted will be presented with a 
certificate of membership and a 
lapel pin in the form of a turtle. 


Date of the incident must be 
since January 1, 1951. 

The name “Turtle Club” was 
chosen because the turtle was one 
of the earliest exponents of using 
a hard shell over his head for 
protection. 

Further information may be 
obtained from the Safety section 
or any safety engineer. 


A job in Convair is a job in 
national defense. Help keep 
Uncle Sam’s secrets by keeping 
mum about your job. 


Baseball Minded Family Finds 
Reduced Rate Tickets a Boon 


Springtime may mean house 
cleaning for some families, but 
to the M. R. Clark family of Con¬ 
vair FW it means baseball. 

Clark, an automatic screw 
machine operator in Dept. 30, is 
a great follower of the game and 
his three young sons support the 
game for all they’re worth. The 
two oldest boys, Charlie, 11, and 
Ronnie, 9, are members of the 
White Settlement team entered in 
Convair Recreation Association’s 
“Little League” baseball program 
for youngsters. The third son, 
Mike, 5, is too young to compete, 
but attends all games. 

Clark has taken an active part 
in baseball for young people for 
the past 15 years. He has um¬ 


pired games for many amateur 
and semi-pro leagues around Fort 
Worth. 

The Clarks like to attend home 
games of the Fort Worth Cats 
of the Texas League. In the 
summer they average about three 
games a week. Clark, like a lot 
of Convair FW people, has dis¬ 
covered that he can save money 
on all home games through a 
service made possible by Convair 
Recreation Association. 

CRA purchased a block of $1 
general admission tickets for all 
Cat home games which are sold 
to Convair folks for 90 cents 
each. 

“Over a full season, the saving 
really mounts up!” Clark said. 


Lead Chosen in 
New FW Play 

Leading role in “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” Convair FW Wing and 
Masque Players next production, 
will be played by Shirley (Mrs. 
C. L.) Fritz, whose husband is in 
Dept. 8-3. 

She’ll portray Agatha Reed, a 
romantic congress woman who re¬ 
turns to her alma mater to re¬ 
ceive an honorary degree. She 
discovers that her love of 20 
years, once her history professor 
and now the college president, is 
lacking in courage she expected 
to find in him. Lane Seever 
plays the part of the college 
president, Dr. Merrill. 

Shirley’s stage career began 
early when she performed at 
school and civic functions as a 
ballerina. After study in New 
York, she performed in a Cen¬ 
tral City Opera Association pro¬ 
duction. 

Agatha had a wartime romance 
with Matt Cole, a “Life” maga¬ 
zine reporter, who is played by 
J. A. Dilworth of Dept. 6. Dil- 
worth has dramatic experience 
with the Shreveport Little Thea¬ 
tre and in school plays. 


3,000 Attend FW 
Inspection Party 

FW Inspection employees, their 
families and guests totaling about 
3,000 frolicked with compliments 
of Department 27 supervisors 
Saturday night (May 5) at Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association’s new 
Will Rogers CRA Center. 

Lynn Harris was master of 
ceremonies and called square 
dances. Prizes were awarded con¬ 
test winners. 

Clyde Tomerlin was chairman 
of arrangements. Working with 
him were W. K. Fairless, D. B. 
Tallon, D. H. Curlee and G. E. 
Symm. 






































Page 4 


CONVAIRIETY 


May 9, 1951 



UP SHE GOES—Don Burke, left, and Bill Smiley, both of Dept. 
401 at San Diego, demonstrate pipe mover which earned them 
$130 award as Employee Suggestion. 


A-Frame Pipe Mover Eliminates 
Delays in Waiting For Cranes 


Delays encountered while shift¬ 
ing pipe sections at Convair San 
Diego set two Convair men to 
thinking. 

They were Don Burke and Bill 
Smiley, both of Dept. 401 (Jigs 
and Fixtures) and out of their 
thought grew a $130 Employee 
Suggestion Award which they di¬ 
vided recently. 

“We noticed that every time 
we needed to move a pipe section 
we had to call an overhead crane 
and sometimes we had to wait. 
If a crane wasn’t available, the 
only alternative was to ask for 
Plant Engineering’s roustabout. 
And that took time, too,” Burke 
and Smiley remembered thib 
week. 


“So we had an idea that we 
thought might speed up the pro¬ 
cedure.” 

The result was creation of an 
A-frame pipe mover which en¬ 
ables one man to shift sections 
of 12-inch pipe up to 30 feet with 
comparative ease. The A-frame 
is mounted on dollies and a chain 
hoist raises the pipe section until 
it fits snugly against a collar. 
Harnesses can be quickly adapted 
for different sizes of pipe. The 
pipe section thus becomes a tight 
part of the unit and in most 
cases one man can move it to 
the new location, release the 
chain hoist and lower it into place 
with ease. 


Convair Man Back 


Home Sweet Home Less Exciting 
Than Orient, and That's Fine! 

Just to look at W. H. Casselberry of Dept. 300 at San Diego, 
you would never imagine that he rarely slept during the last couple 
of years without a .45 beneath his pillow. 


Or that he owes his life to 
bad weather which prevented a 
Dutch B-25 from shooting him 
down while fleeing Java in 
1949. 

Or that he once “wired” his 
jeep to keep marauding dacoits 
in Rangoon from stealing the 
machine. 

Casselberry, a former Vultee 
field man, returned last Decem¬ 
ber after a decade in the Orient. 



W. H. Casselberry 


He finds life back in the states 
“more expensive but less danger¬ 
ous” and his wife, who accom¬ 
panied him through most of the 
adventures, echoes the sentiment. 

In 1941 Casselberry went to 
India for Intercontinent Corp. to 
establish a plant for making air¬ 
planes for the Chinese. Later the 
U. S. Army took over the plant 
as an overhaul base for B-17s, 
Convair B-24s and C-87s. So, 
until 1944, Casselberry ran the 
four-engine heavy aircraft de¬ 
partment. The following two 
years he spent as maintenance 
and technical adviser for several 
airlines and ultimately helped 
start the first post-war registered 
airline in Burma, based at Ran¬ 
goon. 

Nationalization of airlines 
forced the end of the Burma ven¬ 


ture (one of the planes which he 
couldn’t sell is still stranded in 
a Rangoon hangar!) but not be¬ 
fore a few exciting adventures. 

“Once while trying to land 
at Loikaw there were two Bur¬ 
mese rebels atop a pagoda who 
drilled 18 holes into us with 
a Sten gun,” Casselberry re¬ 
lated calmly. “We decided not 
to land, of course, and flew on 
to Rangoon, landing with no 
brakes or flaps and mighty 
little gas, because the bullets 
had severed hydraulic and fuel 
lines.” 

Still later Casselberry went to 
work for the infant Republic of 
Indonesia as technical adviser to 
civil air and the “Air Force” 
which then amounted to a few 
former Japanese planes. It was 
at Jagjakarta during hostilities 
with the Dutch that Casselberry 
had another close call. 

“We had three hours warning 
that the Dutch were planning a 
parachute landing and fled to 
Rangoon in a C-47. The Dutch 
sent B-25s after us and we es¬ 
caped only by dodging into a 
weather front.” 

Then came more exciting days 
maintaining ships flying for the 
Burmese government, then in con¬ 
flict with the Karens (rebels). On 
ammunition drop flights flyers 
received 15 rupees a mile (about 
$5). 

“It was in Rangoon when the 
dacoits were roaming the streets 
at night, shooting and looting, 
that I was most concerned for my 
wife’s safety. We stayed indoors 
every night with barred windows 
and locked doors. The gangs 
would steal anything. I wired my 
jeep with 220 volts to give them 
a ‘shock’ but they stole it any¬ 
how!” 

1948 and 1949 found the Cas- 
selberrys in India where he was 
a maintenance man for a charter 
service operating from Calcutta. 
During this period he helped fly 
food to Asam earthquake victims. 


A Long Wait 






ON THE JOB — Here's how 
Virginia looks today, on the job 
in Dept. 22 at San Diego. 


a Who’s Who. It was Ed Wynn, 
while in the show “Simple Sim¬ 
on,” who nicknamed her “Mac” 
(for MacNaughton, her maiden 
name). It stuck through the 


years. 


A fractured ankle while danc¬ 
ing at Leon & Eddie’s caused a 
gap of a year and a half in Vir¬ 
ginia’s career in the late 30’s. 
They thought she would never 
dance again, but Virginia came 
back, though she gave up toe 
dancing. 


CONVAIR AIDS SAFETY—George Symm, right, chairman of 
special events committee of Convair FW Management Club, pre¬ 
sents money bag containing Convair employees' contribution to 
30-60 safety campaign to Dr. W. J. Danforth. Employees donated 
$1800 to campaign. 


During the war Virginia left 
show business for keeps in favor 
of defense work. She helped 
build airplanes at Vega and Lock¬ 
heed and some months ago joined 
Convair at San Diego. 

“Convair is rather a family 
affair for us. You see, my hus¬ 
band is here, too, in Dept. 300!” 


One Phone Call 
Takes 5 Months 

Five months of waiting for one 
telephone call paid off in thrills 
last week for Mrs. Jessie Barrett, 
of FW Dept. 74, when her hus¬ 
band’s call from Japan was final¬ 
ly put through to her home. 

Jessie and her husband David 
had been trying to reach each 
other by long distance telephone 
since November. He was with the 
Marines in Korea from Septem¬ 
ber until three weeks ago when 
he was transferred to a Naval 
hospital in Japan for treatment 
of minor illness. 




WAITING PAYS OFF—Mrs. 
Jessie Barrett, Convair FW Dept. 
74, waited five months to talk to 
husband overseas. 


Engineer Students 
Inspect B-36 Plant 

Forty aeronautical engineering 
students from two universities 
got a first-hand view of the 
makings of a B-36 last week 
when they visited Convair FW. 
Twenty students from the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas plus a like num¬ 
ber from the University of Kan¬ 
sas were making their annual 
field inspection trips. 


Legionnaires Hear 
Bob Lynn on B-36 

Robert J. (Bob) Lynn, Convair 
FW development department liai¬ 
son man, spoke on “Designing 
and Producing the B-36” at the 
April 29 American Legion 21st 
district convention in Brownwood, 
Tex. Lynn, a FW division em¬ 
ployee since 1942, has for many 
years been active as a member 
and officer of Toastmaster, Inter¬ 
national. 


They have a two-year-old 
daughter, Cynthia Lynn. 

“I’m just beaming all over,” 
she said. “I couldn’t hear him 
very plainly. But it was wonder¬ 
ful to talk to him.” 

In the five months of efforts, 
there were many exasperating 
near connections. 

“Once when David called, he 
got a line clear through to my 
house—but our line was busy,” 
she said. 


SHOW BUSINESS—As Virginia MacNaughton, this 
ginia Ferson of Dept. 22 at San Diego looked when 
Broadway. A former Ziegfeld beauty, Virginia now 
concerned with raising two boys than she is with the 
husband is J. R. Ferson of Dept. 300. 


is how Vir- 
she was on 
is far more 
stage! Her 


Far From Broadway 


“He said he’s being transferred 
in a month or so to a hospital in 
the States,” Jessie said, “so I’ll 
take the baby and go to the West 
Coast to meet him.” 


“Raising a couple of boys 
is a business, too—and what 
a business!” according to win¬ 
some Virginia Ferson, Dept. 
22 dispatcher at San Diego. 

At the peak of her career she 
was starred as the “Ballerina 
of Taps” and New York news¬ 
papers were lavish in their 
praise of her grace and charm. 


“It was a lot of fun, but it’s 
past now.” 


Virginia, daughter of a New 
York dentist and N.Y.U. profes¬ 
sor and descendant of Scottish 
nobility, was a youngster when 
she drew the attention of Ned 
Way bum, theatrical producer and 
one of the creators of the Zieg¬ 
feld Follies. Wayburn enrolled 
her in his school for the stage 
and this was her stepping stone 
to musical comedy and top night 
club spots. 


“Those were the early days 
of television and I was on one 
of the very first shows,” she 
recalled. “The camera screens 
must have been very limited 
then. I remember they concen¬ 
trated on faces—and knees!” 


The list of players with whom 
Virginia has appeared reads like 


Ex-Stage Star Turns Talents 
To Aircrafting and a Family 

Though admitting there is “no bizness like show bizness,” a 
former Ziegfeld beauty has no regrets that she exchanged Broad¬ 
way for a home and family. 
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Wind Tunnel 


WORKING TOWARD 340—A trim ship is mahogany model shown in center 
photo under inspection by K. E. Ward, Convair group engineer. This is model of 
340 transport shown inside San Diego wind tunnel undergoing aerodynamic tests 
in which Ward is taking leading role. Tunnel, which is capable of giving wind 
speeds as high as 300 miles an hour, is operated around 75 miles an hour for 
340 model tests. Upper left photo shows Convair operators inspecting model 


through window during test run. At lower left is another type of 340 test, show¬ 
ing nose boom on test plant No. 927, which B. M. Kellar of SD Instrumentation 
is adjusting. At upper right L. H. Green, also of Instrumentation, examines 
"bomb" which can be trailed from plane on cable, reporting atmospheric pres¬ 
sures. At lower right T. R. King shows how push button control operates winch 
that lowers "bomb." 


RB-36 Flight Status Time 
Boosted at Rapid City 


Convair Studies 340 Flight 
Characteristics in Advance 


RB-36 airplanes built by Con¬ 
vair at Fort Worth and flown by 
crews at Rapid City AF Base, 
S. D., are now in flight status 
a greater percentage of the time 
than were smaller and simpler 
planes of World War II. 

That report, significant when 
you consider that the 36s are sev¬ 
eral times the size of any World 
War II plane and many times 
more complex, comes from Rapid 
City AF Base itself. 

And Rapid City RB-36s again 
have chalked up more than 1,088 
hours in a single month. 

Thanks for the record are due 
the airplane itself, the crack Air 
Force maintenance crews, and the 
Convair field engineers on duty 
there. 

Says Lt. Col. Albert F. Fahy, 
commanding officer of the 77th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Squad¬ 
ron: 

“Our operational level has in¬ 
creased rapidly, and we know this 
is due primarily to improved 
maintenance and improved tech¬ 
niques.” 

In a report on RB-36 mainte¬ 
nance at Rapid City, Tech. Sgt. 
Charles Bowles states that one 
of the reasons for the efficiency 
of maintenance at RCAFB “is 


the technical advice and training 
given to Air Force ground crews 
by factory technical experts who 
are furnished to flight line main¬ 
tenance by the airplane manufac¬ 
turer.” 

He’s talking about O. N. 
Shivers, senior field engineer, 
and his crew from the FW divi¬ 
sion. 

“These men,” he says, “are 
experts in such fields as engines, 
electrical systems, aircraft struc¬ 
tures and jet engines, and they 
work side by side with Air Force 
men to give them the benefit of 
their know-how in the operation 
and maintenance of all equip¬ 
ment.” 

RCAFB maintenance crews are 
headed by crew chiefs such as 
Master Sgt. James C. Barnes as¬ 
signed to airplane No. 688. He 
heads a crew of ten men, includ¬ 
ing an assistant, a jet engine 
mechanic, two general airplane 
mechanics and five engine spe¬ 
cialists. 

“T he crew chief,” says 
Barnes, “is responsible for the 
airplane no matter where it is. 
It’s his 358,000-pound baby, and 
he’s got to coddle it and give 
it the same loving care he’d 
give a new-born babe.” 



TUNING A "STOVE-PIPE"— 
Here S. Sgt. Harvey P. Buxton 
makes delicate adjustment so 
that this "stove-pipe" on RB-36 
will put out full power. Stove¬ 
pipe, of course, is AF slang for 
jet engine, as if you didn't know. 


The average crew chief—as 
does Sgt. Barnes—boasts of about 
12 years’ experience as an air¬ 
craft mechanic. 

Bowles says that most of the 
crew chiefs feel that they’re “on 
top of the world” when they 
graduate from other airplanes 
and are assigned as chief on what 
he calls “the queen of them all, 
the B-36.” 


Long before a new 340 Convair- 
Liner ever flies, Convair will have 
a wealth of information on its 
flight characteristics. 

Already the engineers know a 
lot, thanks to a mahogany minia¬ 
ture that has been “flying” in the 
subsonic wind tunnel at San 
Diego and to a conventional Con- 
vair-Liner which has been con¬ 
verted to an experimental ship. 
The latter is ship No. 927, for¬ 
merly a demonstrator and later 
an executive transport. 

The miniature model of the 
transport has “flown” more 
than 400 hours in the wind tun¬ 
nel (at an actual 75 miles an 
hour), assisting engineers in 
research. Like a similar model 
which helped in the develop¬ 
ment of the Convair-Liner 240, 
the present miniature is power¬ 
ed with tiny electric motors 
that drive its propellers at high 
speed. The power units meas¬ 
ure three and a quarter inches 
in diameter and six and a half 
inches long, and packed into 
each are 15 horsepower! Water 
cooled, the motors rev up to 
18,000 rpm. 

While the tunnel is operating, 
engineers receive a continuing 
flood of information about the 
forces affecting the model plane. 
The forces appear in flickering, 
ever-changing numerals on a 
lighted panel outside the tunnel. 
At a crucial moment, the engi¬ 
neers can “freeze” the panel, pre¬ 
serving a specific set of figures 
for long enough to transfer them 
to a nearby IBM machine which 
in turn comes up with an answer 
in jig time. 

“This system is a big improve¬ 
ment in speed over the old 
manual method or the method 
of recording by photograph,” Jack 
Mason, wind tunnel manager, 
commented. “There is no need 
to wait for processing negatives.” 

Meanwhile at the Convair 
ramp, the experimental airplane 
No. 927 has been doing its part 
to gather information in real 
flight, equipped with a “Gremlin 
Gooser” known in more polite 
circles as a pitch and yaw air 
speed nose boom. The device, at¬ 
tached to the ship’s nose, carries 
two separate vanes which give 
information accurate to within,a 
half of a degree on pitch and 
yaw while in actual flight. The 
nose boom was designed and 
built by San Diego’s Instrumen¬ 


tation Group. It is the first 
time such a device has been used 
on a Convair commercial enter¬ 
prise. Similar booms were used, 
however, in testing the XF-92A, 
the XP5Y1 flying boat and even 
the tiny L-13 Convair built for 
Army ground forces, as well as 
on the XB-36. 

Also contributing to research 
aboard No. 927 is an electroni¬ 
cally reporting Control Force 
Unit. In effect, the installation 
records the amount of force the 
pilot exerts in putting the air¬ 
plane through different maneu¬ 
vers. 

“This unit represents a con¬ 
siderable advance from the 
days when we used ordinary 
fish scales!” Rockert Ackley, 
chief of Instrumentation at SD, 
who designed the unit, remark¬ 
ed. “Time was when a pilot 
was asked to hook scales to his 
control wheel and record how 
many pounds were necessary to 
make a certain maneuver!” 

Another novel research aid now 
in use is a 65-pound “bomb” 
which trails from the plane at 
the end of a 150-foot cable and 
gives atmospheric pressure re¬ 
cordings necessary in establishing 
true air speeds. The instrument 
is in the shape of a bomb so that 
it will remain on a heading into 
the wind. 

The instrumentation currently 
installed in No. 927 is proof of 
Convair ingenuity. Constantly 
called upon to produce different 
types of installations, the Instru¬ 
mentation Group has learned to 
be versatile and keep on hand a 
variety of equipment. For exam¬ 
ple, the winch which lowers the 
air “bomb” formerly wound an¬ 
chor line for a PB2Y3 and elec¬ 
tric power comes from a B-32 
flap motor! Two gyros were sal¬ 
vaged from B-24s and even a 
B-24 bomb release mechanism is 
put to use! 



“Your slip’s showing.” 
Reprinted from COSMOPOLITAN. ‘ 



CALIFORNIA-BASED—RB-36s pouring faint trails of jet-made smoke, roared overhead during cere¬ 
monies officially dedicating Travis Air Force Base last month at Fairfield-Suisun, Calif., where Con- 
vair-built RB-36s are based. Larry P. Rader is field engineer assigned to Travis from Fort Worth 
division. 
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SOCIAL LIFE—Convair at both Forth Worth and San Diego broke out in a 
rash of birthday parties, weddings and showers recently. (Everything except a 
fish fry and chowder party!) Here are representative views of some. 

No. I— Newlyweds Paul Hill (Dept. 6 SD) and Ethel Bailey (Dept. 360) cut cake at surprise 
party at plant 2 SD. They married April 14 at Yuma. She is daughter of J. R. Bailey of Dept. 
2|2 No 2—Dept. 250 SD second shifters bid farewell to William Barnes who will be new 
Division 3 guard. (W. P. Sellars, asst, foreman, at left.) No. 3—Jere Lohman (seated), Dept. 
31 SD for nine years, is honored following her wedding April 20 to Bradley Woolman of San 
Diego. Left to right, Penny Polos, Peggy Morris, Jean Smith, Helen Hawthorne, Donna Nichols, 
Thula Bellmyer, Pauline Baldwin, Ruth Moyes, Alice Scully, Mary Wolf, Dorothy Tucker, the 
b r ide. No. 4—Friends of Carl Lambie (center) in Dept. 250 SD celebrate his birthday. No. 5— 
Stork shower honors Mrs. Amy Leslie (center) in Radio & Electronics at SD on last day at plant. 
No. 6—Mrs. Mildred Johnson (Dept. 73 FW) and Ralph Johnson (Dept. 27-3), who remarried 
April 7. Attending them were Vicki Pfister (Dept. 73) and Ed Edwards (Dept. 27-5). No. 7— 
Two birthdays are celebrated at Forth Worth, Martha Sears and Johnnie Deal, right and center. 
Rita Beauchamp, left, presents gift. No. 8-—Mary Edgil (Dept. 31 FW) and A. C. Long (Dept. 


44) divide cake after wedding April 6. No. 9—Jackie Gaston, second from left,, honored by 
friends in Dept. 25-1 at FW April 25 before leaving to wed Howard Bissell, Convair field 
representative at Travis AF base. Others, left to right, Caroi Rhode, Wanda Medley and Patsy 
Betz. No. 10—C. E. Hunter, Dept. 360 foreman at SD plant 2, gets cakes and gifts on 23rd 
wedding anniversary April 27. No. I I—Astrologers would have high old time in medical section 
at SD, for these members all count their birthdays in April, left to right, Lupe Ashook, Dorothy 
Chesler, Dr. William Wakefield, Wanda May, Charles Taylor, Norma Buell, Dr. F. M. Amaral. 
No. 12—Dept. 250 SD second shifters didn't let Asst. Foreman George Beauchemin's birthday 
go unnoticed. R. J. McGonnell presents wrist watch to Beauchemin, center. No. I3-—Because 
of Jim Lawton's addiction to loud shirts, Instrumentation group of Radio & Electronics at SD 
held "loud shirt day" recently which brought out these spectacular costumes. Back row, left to 
right, R. H. Stilwagen, H. D. Brunswick, G. Zeidell, H. E. Leonard, W. R. Horning, C. T. Ewing, 
C. B. Burkhart, D. D. Beavers, R. C. Saether, M. M. Nottingham, K. D. Butterfield, Tom Schoul- 
der, P. L. Dudney. Center row: S. Reed, F. F. Webber, L. A. Frankson, P. E. Peace, M. D. 
Williams, G. C. Cooper, J. P. Norvall, R. G. Graves, C. A. Judd, N. Janke, A. W. Roegner, 
E. M. Campbell, W. D. Isbell. Front row: C. D. Taylor, R. P. Blakeslee, J. B. Lawhead, E. D. 
Mitchell, J. E. Lawton, W. J. De Concini, R. C. Ahlene, W. A. Rasp, L. T. Zink. 




HORSESHOE CHAMP—R. G. Thomas, left, receives trophy for 
his department (27-5) from CRA horseshoe pitching commissioner 
Finn Wahl after Thomas won plant championship in ringer tour¬ 
nament. 


Soundproof Crew 
Has Buffet Lunch 

The soundproofing crew of 
Det. 633 SD (second shift) en¬ 
joyed a buffet lunch recently 
when three of their members 
celebrated birthdays. Honored 
were Iris Rudloff, Esther Tracy 
and Josephine Ellis. Other guests 
were Carl Uhl, R. E. Crowder, 
E. M. Wright, Joe Beyers and 
Dorothy Kelley. 


NOW IN MARINES—Thirteen Convair FW employees have 
shifted from B-36 production to uniformed duty with Marine Air 
Reserve Fighter Squadron 112, called to active duty at Naval Air 
Station, Dallas, March I and transferred to West Coast in April. 

Front row, left to right: Pfc. Baker G. Blaydes, Pfc. Harold N. Wayland Jr., 
Pfc. James R. Fitts, Pfc. Bill W. Powell, S/Sgt. Alfred H. Wells, Pfc. Carroll 
L. Wright. Back row: Capt. Richard W. Moore, Pfc. Paul D. Reynolds, M/Sgt. 
James H. Jackson, Pfc. Robert C. Noles, S/Sgt. Duane McGraw, Pfc. Wilton F. 
Ausley, and Pfc. A. L. McCluney. 


Double Ring Service 
Unites Convair Pair 

Betty Lou Steph, of Convair 
FW Dept. 24-1 (second shift), 
was married April 21 to Kenneth 
Seiber of Dept. 46 in an informal 
double ring ceremony at the 
Riverside Church of Christ. 

Bill Seiber of Dept. 31 was his 
brother’s best man. 

Betty was given a pressure 
cooker by friends in her depart¬ 
ment before her marriage. After 
a trip, the couple will make their 
home at 3204 Ada Street. 


A1 Pfennighausen came from 
behind to win the men’s consola¬ 
tion singles over Jack Elrod. 

Elrod and Bill Ravenscroft 
downed Maj. Bill Elliott and Bill 
Owen for the men’s doubles con¬ 
solation title. 

Individual trophies will go to 
each winner, according to CRA 
badminton commissioner Phil Ma- 
haffey. 

Badminton activities will sus¬ 
pend for the summer and open 
again about Sept. 15. 


Roy Harrisons Win Both Singles 
And Doubles in Bird Tourney 


The Roy Harrisons carted off 
a major portion of the champion¬ 
ships in the annual plant-wide 
badminton tournament completed 
last week at Convair FW. 

Roy Harrison successfully de¬ 
fended his men’s singles title by 
defeating E. Y. Ellsworth. He 
and his wife Thelma teamed to 
win the mixed doubles title for 
the second straight time from 
Leo Wilson and Texas Landtroop. 


Roy shared honors with Maj. 
R. D. Smith in winning the men’s 
doubles over Walter Bradley and 
Phil Mahaffey. 

Thelma copped the ladies sin¬ 
gles title by besting Texas Land- 
troop. 

Landtroop and Sally Mahaffey, 
in turn, beat Thelma and Ber¬ 
nice Smith for the ladies doubles 
title. 


SD Summer Bowling 
To Start This Month 

Convair San Diego’s summer 
bowling league will get under 
way this month, Mike Brooks, 
CRA commissioner at San Diego 
announced. He scheduled a meet¬ 
ing for team captains this week 
at Pacific Recreation. The 12- 
team league will bowl 6:30 to 9 
p.m., Wednesdays or Fridays, as 
the captains decide.. 


Rain Delays Start 
Of Softball Season 

Convair SD softball teams 
marked time this week, hoping 
for clearing weather. Scheduled 
to start play last week in the 
pre-season San Diego city tourna¬ 
ment, wet fields delayed opening 
games for a week. 


Want a good investment? Try 
U. S. bonds. Convair will help 
by making payroll deductions. 
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Weatherman Big Winner at FW 
As Rain Blocks Ball Games 



OLD TIMERS—Old in design only, these guns helped Robert 
Knoll, SD engineer, to California state muzzle-loading champion¬ 
ship. Hand rests on one of weapons he built himself. Knoll has 
been with Convair I I years today. He was at Downey until moving 
to San Diego four years ago. 

San Diego Engineer Wins 
State Muzzle Loader Title 

Convair San Diego this week has a new champion, Robert B. 
Knoll, design engineer, who recently took the California State 
Championship for marksmanship with muzzel-loading rifles. 


Keg Honors Go 
To Mech. Maint., 

Pattern Shop 

Bowlers of Convair San Diego 
wound up their winter season last 
week with Mechanical Mainten¬ 
ance staving off a stretch drive 
from the Misfits to capture the 
800-805 league and Pattern Shop 
forging ahead of Handicapers to 
take the 825-830 league. 

Mechanical Maintenance had 
their loop sewed up several weeks 
ago with a lead that the others 
couldn’t erase. The Misfits put 
on a hard drive, though, winning 
38 of their last 42 games. In 
third pla?e in this division was 
Machine Shop while Experiment¬ 
al placed fourth. 

.One interesting point was that 

v hough the 825-830 scratch 
jague supposedly had the better 
bowlers, the 800-805 league 
sparkled with some of the better 
scores. Machine Shop in the lat¬ 
ter produced a 1C 07 high game 
that topped anything in the form¬ 
er; and the same team’s 2770 
series also was tops for both 
leagues. 

Sheet Metal took third in the 
825-830 loop with Fuselage fin¬ 
ishing fourth. Sheet Metal also 
took high team series in the 
league with 2680 while Frank 
Budz of Electric Bench rolled 
257 for high individual game and 
A1 Baffone of Handicapers took 
high individual series at 664. 
Engineering No. 2 was tops with 
979 for high team game. 

In the 800-805, Hubert Bryant 
of Experimental rolled the sea¬ 
son’s best game of 268 and Owen 
Nunamaker of Machine Shop took 
the high individual series with 
680. 

Convair Sparks 
Bowl Tourney 

Ten teams of keglers from 
San Diego invaded Hollywood 
late last month and came back 
with a major share of the laurels 
to be gained at the fourth annual 
Western Industrial Recreation 
Association tournament. 

Convair’s Mechanical Mainten¬ 
ance team (the same squad that 
captured the SD Division’s 800- 
805 league pennant) placed sec¬ 
ond with Pattern Shop and Elec¬ 
tric Bench in third and fourth 
place. Mechanical Maintenance 
was only ten pins off the pace 
set by the winning Technicolor 
team. 

Last year’s winner, Convair 
Misfits, placed fifth this year. 

Pattern Shop’s Ed Di Giulio 
took individual honors by rolling 
258, the best game effort and 
Mechanical Maintenance won a 
perpetual trophy for its series 
of 2719. 

Jack Chambers Jr., tournament 
manager, was expected to visit 
San Diego soon to award tro¬ 
phies to the Convair players. 
Entry fees for the teams were 
paid by Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation. 


The weatherman was the big 
winner during the past two weeks 
of Convair FW CRA play in base¬ 
ball and softball leagues. Rain 
and high winds forced most teams 
to remain inactive. 



CHECK SCORES—F. Hopton- 
Jones, left, and L. H. Armstrong 
check scores in recent CRA 
monthly aolf sweepstakes at FW. 
They tied for first place in Class 
A division. 

Feminine Golfer's 68 
Among FW Winners 

F. Hopton-Jones and L. H. 
Armstrong walked off with top 
honors in the Class A division of 
the regular monthly golf sweep- 
stakes at Convair FW last month, 
but it took a woman to show the 
CRA golfers a few things about 
par chasing. 

Competing in a field of 81, Mrs. 
Nell Karpinsky toured Z. Boaz 
Golf Course with a net 68 to grab 
first place in the Class B division 
from the men. 

L. F. Ferguson finished second 
in the Class B division with 
W. W. Hill, H. C. Joines, and Bob 
Mitchum tying for third. J. B. 
Bradley won third place honors 
in the Class A division. 

Class C honors went to L. S. 
Johnson with R. R. Hall and Ray 
Bales finishing in that order re¬ 
spectively. Nick Karpinsky 
(Nell’s husband) won the Class 
D honors with C. W. Wilkerson 
and L. O. White trailing. 


More Convair FW folks are 
taking advantage of Convair 
Recreation Association’s summer 
bowling leagues this year than 
ever before, according to CRA 
bowling commissioner H. G. 
Starkey. 

Starkey says that five leagues 
are already in operation for the 
summer months and more keglers 
are joining daily. 

Two mixed leagues are already 
playing. One meets every Thurs- 


Second shift- league managed 
to play four games, with Dept. 47 
besting Dept. 31 by a 9-4 count, 
and then losing to Tooling by 4-3. 
Dept. 76 stopped Dept. 31, 4-0, 
and lost to Tooling, 10-4. 

The C.V.A.C. entry in East 
Texas League won a 15-7 victory 
over Dixie Maid in the only game 
played in that league. 

Jim Harris tripped Bombers of 
Western League by a 10-6 count 
in the one contest held in that 
loop. 

Dept. 22-8 continued its win¬ 
ning ways in Convair league by 
beating Dept. 25-3, 10-0, and 
Dept. 81, 11-2. Dept. 76 held its 
second-place post by downing 
Dept. 4-4, 22-2, and Dept. 25-3, 
12-0, in other games. Dept. 20-2 
pulled a close 11-10 victory over 
Dept. 81. 

Only one baseball game was 
played during the two-week pe¬ 
riod. CRA team of the Major 
City League bowed to the Jim 
Hill nine, 15-5. 


Dittmann Undisputed 
Quarterly 'Champion' 

Bill Dittmann (Dept. 6 SD) led 
the field this week as the CRA 
Pistol Club at San Diego an¬ 
nounced its team positions for the 
next quarter. 

Dittmann had no close competi¬ 
tion with a 793 combined score 
for .22, .38 and .45 matches. Next 
was Russ Morrisette (Dept. 31) 
at 766, Ash Bishop (Dept. 401) 
with 762, Harold Jensen (Dept. 
403) at 760, and Clark Kerr 
(Dept. 6) at 758. 

Meanwhile, in the April shoot, 
Dittmann shared police course 
honors in the “master class” with 
Jensen while Kerr was first 
among the “experts” and Carl 
Corden (Dept. 6) led the “sharp¬ 
shooter” division. In the .22 na¬ 
tional match course, Dittmann 
was tops, followed by J. J. Bax¬ 
ter (Dept. 3) and R. Beiver 
(Dept. 300). 


day night at Tavener’s Playdium 
and the other at 5:30 p.m. Tues¬ 
days at Bearden’s Bowlanes. 

The second shift has a sunrise 
league bowling each Friday at 
Bearden’s. Each team is made up 
of three men and two women. 

A second league for second 
shift people meets at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at Tavener’s. 

The regular men’s summer 
league was slated to swing into 
action this week at Tavener’s. 


Shooting at Fresno, Calif., late 
last month against the best in 
the state, Knoll’s total for the 
four five-shot matches was nine 
points above the total that won 
last year, but only a single point 
ahead of the runner-up. 

“Organized competition for 
muzzle-loaders is comparatively 
new,” Knoll explained. “The first 
national shoot was in 1939 and 
this is the second year for Cali¬ 
fornia state competition. 

“Although I had been shoot¬ 
ing for many years, I didn’t 
start with muzzle-loaders un¬ 
til I bought an old musket to 
decorate a mountain cabin nine 
years ago.” 

He bought the old relic for $36, 
bullet mould, powder and all. It 
wasn’t long before he couldn’t 
resist the temptation to shoot it, 
and that was when Knoll gradu¬ 
ated to a new and different level 
among rifle marksmen. 


der smoke fills the air and sparks 
spit in your face. There is a defi¬ 
nite time lag from the time you 
pull the trigger and the ball 
leaves the gun. It takes some¬ 
thing to hold still while all hell 
is breaking loose that close to 
you.” 

Muzzle-loaders are loaded just 
that way. After each firing, the 
marksman must stop, clean the 
barrel with a ram rod, pour in 
his charge of powder and insert 
a ball. Depending upon the gun, 
his “ignition” is either a flint 
lock or a percussion cap. Even 
with the greatest of care, they 
are as unpredictable as woman¬ 
kind. 

Although built on designs of 
200 years ago and more, few 
muzzle-loaders used in competi¬ 
tion are old guns. The relics 
wouldn’t stand up. Knoll’s target 
weapons—a number of which he 


Fort Worth Organizes Five Leagues 
to Bowl Through Summer Months 


“In firing modern style rifles, 
quality of your weapon accounts 
for perhaps 90 per cent of your 
success or lack of it. Anyone 
with good eyes and nerves can 
shoot good scores if he can pay 
the price for precision equip¬ 
ment,” Knoll continued. 

“This isn’t altogether true in 
firing old-fashioned type guns. 
Weapons must be of good quality 
but fully half of the art is up 
to the individual in deciding such 
factors as powder charge. 

“It is no sport for the gun-shy, 
either. These old muzzle-loaders 
go off with a boom like Revolu¬ 
tionary War cannon. Black pow¬ 


built himself—are of modern 
steel. (Steel, incidentally, that 
he bought at Convair Salvage 
Yard!) He whittled the walnut 
stocks himself and they are 
works of art. He even cut the 
riflings manually by pulling a 
cutter through the barrel so many 
times he stopped counting! 

“Our modern muzzle-loaders 
are a great deal superior to the 
original guns and our technique 
is a lot better,” Knoll comment¬ 
ed. “In fact, I wouldn’t be afraid 
to shoot against the best that 
George Washington’s army boast¬ 
ed. Though I guess that’s a rath¬ 
er safe statement to make.” 



BOWLING CHAMPIONS—These three bowling teams finished first in three 
of five fcowling leagues sponsored by CRA at Convair FW. Winners of 675 
League (photo at right) are, back to front: R. H. Hands, H. Walker, H. Bar- 
tholmew, R. Hendricks, and L. R. Robinson. Convair Classic League champs 
(center), left to right, are: G. E. Pringle, E. C. Walters, C. B. Mitchella, J. L. 


Browning, and Joe Shuter. Engineering League champs (left), front to back, are: 
H. G. Starkey, Hal Collins, Jim McGaha,. G. E. Pringle, and L. A. Swanson. 
The 740 League has not finished play and Rexair Kings, Second Shift League 
champs, were not available for picture. 
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Flying Camera Produces Seagull Views of Convair San Diego 


FROM UP ABOVE—Here's how San Diego looks to seagulls. At right is plant I 
of San Diego division with Lindbergh Field in foreground and B-36 modification 
line curving around building 4. At left is air view of plant 2, showing overpass 


over Pacific highway which links plants I and 2 by road. Convair is using om r 
part of latter plant at present, devoted chiefly to assembly of B-36 components. 
Note in photo at right how B-36 tails protrude from building 3. 



CONVAIR WATERFRONT—Across Lindbergh Field from plant I at San Diego 
is another active spot, Convair's seaplane ramp which now accommodates Field 
Operations on B-36s and T-29s as well as other endeavors. B-36s lined up at left 
are in various stages of completion, some undergoing engine test runs. Photo at 


right shows close-up of three Convair planes: the Turboliner (first U. S. commer¬ 
cial turboprop, now at Muroc for flight testing), Air Force's intercontinental 
bomber, Convair-built B-36, and Navy's great XP5Y-I flying boat, outstanding 
new contribution to water-based aircraft design. 


Texas Senate Honors Convair 
With Done' for B-36 Job 


Convair-Liners Tops in Quality , 
Declares Western Air Executive 


“Be it further resolved that 
when the (Texas State) Senate 
adjourns this day, it do so with 
this just tribute to the people 
who are Convair: 

“Job well done.” 

Those are the closing words of 
Senate Resolution No. 164 intro¬ 
duced by Senator Keith Kelly, of 
Forth Worth, and adopted by the 
senate to commemorate Convair’s 
April 18 observance of the tenth 
anniversary of the ground-break¬ 
ing for the FW plant. 

An official copy of the resolu¬ 
tion, complete with signature of 
Senate President Ben Ramsey 
and the gold seal of the State of 
Texas, was forwarded by Senator 
Kelly to August C. Esenwein, FW 
division manager. 

Says the resolution, in part: 

“Whereas, Convair produces 
for the United States the famed 
B-36 bomber, an airplane that 
is this nation’s weapon for 
carrying to any spot in the 
world the fearsome atomic de¬ 
struction that the United States 
has reserved for use against 
any enemy which may attack 
to destroy our way of life; and 

“Whereas . . . Convair gives 
gainful employment to 28,000 
workers who will earn an esti¬ 
mated $75,000,000 this year . . . 
and 

“Whereas, B-36 bombers roll¬ 
ing from the huge plant of 
Convair across the field to 
Carswell Air Force Base ad¬ 
joining Fort Worth, carry our 
country’s greatest warning to 
any enemy that force will be 
met with greater force, thereby 


making our greatest bid for 
freedom and peace; therefore 
be it 

“Resolved by the senate . . . 
that this body extends to Con¬ 
vair and to the 28,000 people 
who as aircraft builders and 
good citizens make it a living 
and growing instrument for 
peace, or in war a weapon for 
defense of our people, our sin¬ 
cere congratulations and hope 
that it will live long to give 
this nation power to maintain 
peace.” 


Convair Youngsters 
Attend Club Party 

Some 800 Convair youngsters 
were on hand last week at the 
special “Father and Children 
Night” party given by the Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club. 

G. M. Unger, Boy Scout execu¬ 
tive of the Longhorn Council, 
spoke on the responsibility of 
fathers to their children. 

Capt. Don Lawrence of the 
Texas Highway Patrol gave a 
demonstration of accurate and 
fancy pistol shooting with Capt. 
G. W. Busby acting as narrator. 

Prizes were given to every 
child present at the meeting in 
the Convair cafeteria. 


“The best engineered piece of 
flying equipment ever used by 
any airline!” 

Arthur Kelly, vice-president 
(sales) of Western Air Lines, 
made that statement about the 
Convair-Liner before the Adver¬ 
tising Club of San Diego recently. 

“Outside of a few minor 
troubles with the air condition¬ 
ing and some of the gadgets, 
we of Western have never 
found anything mechanically or 
structurally wrong with the 
airplane,” Kelly added. 

Occasion for his speech was the 
current celebration by Western 
of its 25th anniversary as the old¬ 
est continuously operated airline 
in the United States, and one of 
the first to operate the Convair- 
Liner. 

“In our first year, 1926, we 
carried 209 passengers,” Kelly 
said. “In 1950 we carried 
625,000.” 

Stressing safety of air travel, 
Kelly made this comparison: “The 
millionth American to die in 


Volunteers to Aid 
SD Blood Donor 

Conrad Seaderquist (Dept. 101 
SD) is not all alone when it 
comes to blood types. 

Seaderquist some weeks ago 
was singled out by Naval hospi¬ 
tal to contribute blood, because 
of his comparatively rare type. 
Since CONVAIRIETY published 
the story April 11, two Convair 
men have informed Seaderquist 
they have the same type and 
volunteered to take part of the 
burden of donating, if need arises 
again. 


battle since the American Revolu¬ 
tionary War will fall in Korea 
this year. The millionth Ameri¬ 
can to die in automobile accidents 
will meet death this year, and 
that is only since 1915. 

“Scheduled air transport in the 
past year averaged only 1.2 
deaths for every 100 million pas¬ 
senger miles traveled. That 
would be equivalent to driving by 
automobile from San Diego to 
Washington, D. C., some 40,000 
times before meeting with a fatal 
accident, or flying 3,000 times 
around the world at the equator!” 



MISSILE EXECUTIVE — Jack 
C. Newburn, a former Lockheed 
Aircraft Corp. executive, last 
month joined Convair as assist¬ 
ant division manager of Division 
3. His latest post was vice presi¬ 
dent and director of Airquipment 
Co. and Aerol Co., Inc., both 
Lockheed subsidiaries. He will 
assist Gage Irving, Division 3 
manager. 





B-36 BOSSES—Major Gen. C. S. Irvine, commander of 19th Air 
Division, and Convair President LaMotte T. Cohu talk over old 
times at 10th anniversary ceremonies at Convair FW. 
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Hicks Succeeds 
Burrows as 
Asst. Div. Mgr. 

Moves up the ladder put 
these Convair FW men in 
new assignments this week: 

D. C. Burrows from FW assis¬ 
tant division manager to duties 
in Convair’s general offices in 
San Diego. . . . 

M. L. Hicks from manager of 
contracts to assistant division 
manager. . . . 

And T. J. Sullivan from assis¬ 
tant to Hicks to manager of con¬ 
tracts. 



FIRST T-29 AT FW—Convair FW folks got their first look at 
Convair San Diego-built T-29 this month when plane above arrived 
at Fort Worth from Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. Shown entering 
plane are Col. H. S. Williams, Col. E. S. Davis, Maj. A. J. Kessel- 
burgh, and Sg,t. H. B. Veerbeck. 






RB-36 Ends Long Endurance 
Tesf With Flying Colors 

Flights equal to 12 trips around the world already have 
oeen performed by an RB-36 airplane which Convair FW 
crews soon will deliver to the Air Force. 


With tests complete after al¬ 
most 1,500 hours of flight time, 
Convair crews this week were re¬ 
moving instrumentation from the 
plane and “slicking it up a bit” 
before delivery to the AF. 

This work is being performed 
by specialists in the development 
field operations department di¬ 
rected by Supt. R. W. Dodd. 

Principal purposes of the 55 
flights, according to Chief Engi¬ 
neer J. W. Larson, were these: 

"To determine the probable 
service life of the airplane’s 
components and parts in order 
that any improvements deemed 
advisable could be made on pro¬ 
duction B-36s as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

“To determine the amount of 
inspection and maintenance re¬ 
quired. 

“And to discover ways of im¬ 
proving inspection and mainte¬ 
nance.” 

Completion of the tests served 
to prove what Convair folks knew 
all the time: 

That the RB-36 not only can 
accomplish the long-range strate¬ 
gic reconnaissance missions re¬ 
quired by the Air Force, but also 
that it can perform many such 
missions—one after the other— 
with only a normal amount of 
maintenance. 

Tests were planned and many 
of the in-flight tests performed 
and recorded by men of engineer¬ 
ing department’s flight test sec¬ 
tion headed by J. T. Ready Jr. 
Flights were performed by crews 
of the flight department under 
direction of Manager B. A. Erick¬ 
son, who piloted the ship on many 
flights. 

Test missions ranged from two 
hours to two days. Crews wore 
full combat equipment, and serv¬ 
ice missions were simulated on 
almost all trips. Gun tests with 
live * ammunition and bombing 
runs with dummy bombs were 
included. 

Test teams kept detailed rec¬ 
ords of every job performed on 
the ground and in the air. From 
this information, Convair will 
prepare voluminous reports which 
will help the Air Force determine 
in advance, for instance, how 
many maintenance men are neces¬ 
sary at each base, how much gas 
and oil will be needed for differ- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Education Manager 
Addresses FW Club 

Dr. William Levy, manager of 
t * for the National Asso¬ 

ciation of Foremen, was main 
speaker at Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club’s first seminar, May 21 
and 22. 

Dr. Levy’s talks were on “The 
Challenge of Tomorrow.” He 
covered such topics as “Indus¬ 
trial Relations Are Human Re¬ 
lations,” “Problems of the Man¬ 
agement Clubs,” and “The Human 
Touch in Industry.” 

Two sessions were held daily 
at the Will Rogers CRA Center 
to allow management club mem¬ 
bers from all three shifts to at¬ 
tend. 


Rogers to Head SD 
Management Club 

J. M. (Duke) Rogers of Dept. 
250 at SD last week was named 
president of the Convair San 
Diego Management Club in an 
election marked by the heaviest 
total vote in the club’s history, 
76 per cent of membership. 


TOOL ENGINEER—New chief 
tool engineer at Convair FW is 
Ralph A. Fuhrer (CONVAIR- 
IETY, May 9). He has had more 
than 17 years experience in air¬ 
craft industry. 


New assignments were an¬ 
nounced by August C. Esenwein 
division manager, who said that 
expanding work is requiring ad¬ 
ditional executive personnel at 
San Diego. 

Burrows had been assistant 
division manager at Convair for 
two years. He came to Fort 
Worth in 1942 as accounting 
supervisor. He became division 
(Continued on page 2) 


D. C. Burrows 


M. L. Hicks 


T. J. Sullivan 


RB-36 Flight Time 

Record Brings 
Honor to AF Wing 


Outstanding performance in reaching a 1,000-hour-a- 
month flight time level for RB-36 aircraft in record-break¬ 
ing time was recognized by Convair in ceremonies at Rapid 
City Air Force Base May 15. 


Three Convair FW officials 
flew to the South Dakota RB-36 
base last week to share in cere¬ 
monies recognizing the outstand¬ 
ing record, and for presentation 
of a Convair plaque to the 28th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. 

The plaque was inscribed to 
record “outstanding performance 
in flying more than 1,000 hours 
in RB-36s during a single month, 
March, 1951.” 

It was presented by M. L. 
Hicks, assistant division man¬ 
ager, and was accepted on behalf 
of the men of the 28th Wing by 
Col. Richard E. Ellsworth, com¬ 
manding officer. 

The plaques were presented in 
a brief luncheon ceremony in the 
officers club. Hicks pointed out 
that the 1,000-hour flight time 
record was not the first in B-36s. 
Carswell AF Base having reached 
that mark with its 7th Bomb 
Wing in January, 1951, but that 
it nevertheless was an outstand¬ 
ing accomplishment in several 
respects. 

“For one thing,” he said, “the 
28th Wing was activated as a 
reconnaissance operation less than 
a year ago, and the 1,000-hour 
mark was reached in record- 
breaking time. 

“Another reason for commen¬ 
dation is that this was accom¬ 
plished with fewer B-36 airplanes 
than had been used in previous 
1,000-hour records.” 

In accepting the plaque, Colonel 
Ellsworth expressed his apprecia¬ 
tion for enthusiastic cooperation 
of all Convair people in helping 
the base solve its problems. He 
expressed particular thanks to 
the crew of Convair FW field 
engineers headed by senior field 
engineer, O. N. Shivers. 

Flying to Rapid City with 
Hicks for the ceremony were 
G. S. Green, chief of service engi¬ 
neering, and Loyd L. Turner, 
manager of Public Relations. 


NAF Directors 
T® Meet in FW 

National directors of the Na¬ 
tional Association of Foremen 
will meet for their first session 
ever held in Texas, May 24-26, at 
the Blackstone Hotel at the invi¬ 
tation of Convair Management 
Club. 

The meeting was announced by 
M. E. Caraway, of Dept. 81, Con¬ 
vair FW, who is in charge of 
arrangements and who is an NAF 
director. Nearly 100 directors of 
the 'management organization of 
more than 42,000 members in 36 
states are expected to attend. 

Training seminars, discussions 
and conferences will be held dur¬ 
ing the three-day meeting. A 
number of the nation’s well- 
known management leaders will 
attend meetings. 

Association directors will be 
guests of Convair at a luncheon 
in the Convair cafeteria on Sat- 
I urday, last day of the meeting. 


Savage AF Rep., 
Stuart Moved 
To Carswell 

Transfer of Lt. Col. Ainsley E. 
Stuart to Carswell Air Force Base 
and assignment of Lt. Col. C. 
(Doc) Savage to Colonel Stuart’s 
former post as AF plant repre¬ 
sentative at Convair FW was an¬ 
nounced this month. 

Col. Beverly H. Warren, com¬ 
manding officer of the Southern 
Air Procurement District, an¬ 
nounced the transfer and promo¬ 
tion. 

Eighth Air Force officials said 
Stuart will be assigned as B-36 
aircraft maintenance officer and 
B-36 project officer in the 11th 
Wing, a part of the 19th Air 
Division of the Eighth AF. 

Stuart had been AF represen¬ 
tative at Convair FW since last 
iJuly. Before chat he had been 
I Colonel* Warren’s deputy since 
May, 1949, when he returned to 
the United States after varied 
experience in Africa, India, China, 
(Continued on Page 2) 



AF REPRESENTATIVE—New¬ 
ly appointed Air Force plant 
representative at Convair FW is 
Lt. Col. C. (Doc) Savage, for¬ 
merly assistant representative. 



SHIFTED TO CARSWELL— 
Transferred from Convair FW, 
where he was Air Force plant 
representative, to Carswell Air 
Force Base was Lt. Col. Ainsley 
Stuart. 
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Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Following Convair FW employees re¬ 
cently received employee suggestion 
awards totaling $180.94. 

Dept. 12-3, P. E. Brewer Jr. ; Dept. 
27-6, J. M. Harris; Dept. 30, V. R. 
Williams; Dept. 31-1, G. F. Newsome; 
Dept. 44, Sam Turner; Dept. 50, J. T. 
Casler, R. I. Talley. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

L. W. Miller, of Dept. 48, reports loss 
of yellow gold ring with raised initial 
“M” at or near Col. 48 north of 50-foot 
aisle. Reward offered for its return. 
Ext. 3195. 

One loose leaf data notebook lost May 
14 in FW Engineering Test Lab. Contact 
L. R. McClain, Dept. 31, ext. 6281. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

J. E. Rigsbee of Dept. 50 wants five 
riders for first shift (7 a.m.) from 

Grand Prairie or Arlington, goes East 
Lancaster, Meadowbrook, Haseline, Col- 
lard, Rosedale, E. Vickery, Jennings, 
Rosedale, Henderson, East-West Express¬ 
way. Col. 38 on mezzanine. Phone 
Grand Prairie NO 21759 or Handley LO 
5528. 

Bob Sherrill of Dept. 9-1, wants ride 
to and from 6500 block on Meadowbrook 
Drive on fir«t shift (7 a.m.). 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

Following FW employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Fifteen year award: Dept. 61, E. E. 
Jackson. 

Ten year awards: Dept. 2-0, Donald J. 
Crow; Dept. 6-6, E. S. Brown; Dept. 
6-9, A. L. Manning. 

Five year awards: Dept. 4-1, H. P. 
Holz; Dept. 6-1, C. T. Hamilton; Dept. 
11-5, N. B. Craig; Dept. 20-2, C. Kirk; 
Dept. 24-1, V. R. Kennedy; Dept. 25-3, 
R. C. Burns, J. M. Waggoman ; Dept. 
27-2, J. W. Reeves; Dept. 27-5, J. L. 
Atteberry; Dept. 27-9, J. A. Daugherty. 

Dept. 30, A. P. Breeding; Dept. 31, 
O. S. Anderson, A. O. Davis, A. H. 
Phagan ; Dept. 43, O. E. Bulls, F. H. 
Lane; Dept. 44, R. C. Cobb; R. W. 
Richardson; Dept. 44-2, J. W. Bohan¬ 
non ; Dept. 45, B. J. Lusk; Dept. 46, B. 
M. Lambert; Dept. 61, J. T. O’Donnell; 
Dept. 64, J. E. Griffin, C. L. Wright; 
Dept. 76, D. C. Gibbons; Dept. 81, J. 
M. Goodwin. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

Robert S. and Bobbye Lou Whiteaker, 
Mr. and Mrs. V. P. Campbell, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. D. Livingston and Carol'yn, and 
Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Campbell wish to 
express their appreciation for kindness 
and sympathy extended by friends in 
Dept. 6, the Convair Management Club 
and Dept. 47 on the occasion of the 
d^ath April 24 of Minnie L. Whiteaker. 



ROOSEVELT AND GARNER—Twins hired recently in Convair 
Fort Worth Dept. 43 (second shift) are Franklin Roosevelt McCarty, 
left, and John Garner McCarty, of Granbury. They were born 
during Roosevelt's first administration. Checking applications is 
Mary Braungardt of Employment Section. 


Endurance Test for RB-36 Equals 
Twelve Flights Around World 


(Continued from page 1) 

ent missions, and the type and 
number of different spare parts 
which should be kept on hand. 

As a result of the test, a num¬ 
ber of improvements have been 
made in current production model 
airplanes. In addition, inspection 
and maintenance procedures have 
been simplified and improved. 

Several of the flights were mis¬ 
sions specified by the Strategic 
Air Command to measure the air¬ 
plane’s performance under dif¬ 
ferent conditions. Maj. Joseph 
Reichal, who heads the Air Force 
flight sections at Convair FW, 
participated. 

In addition to accomplishing 
the tests, time in the air was also 
used for several other purposes, 
including training for Air Force 
personnel not yet familiar with 
the airplane. Convair engineers 
responsible for design went along 
on many of the missions to get 
first-hand information to take 
back to their drawing boards. 

Successful completion of the 
project is a tribute to the test 
and flight crews, and to the hun¬ 
dreds of others who performed 
ground jobs just as necessary, 
such as mechanics, inspectors and 
the seldom-mentioned folks who 
handle the “paper work.” 

In all, their work added up to 
prove that the RB-36 can effi¬ 


ciently accomplish its long-range 
reconnaissance missions on a sus¬ 
tained basis. 


Dance Clubs at FW 
Moving Outdoors 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s dancing activities are mov¬ 
ing outdoors for the summer. 

Beginning June 5, all folk danc¬ 
ing activities will be held at the 
slab in Rockwood Park, according 
to CRA folk dance commissioner 
A1 Stateson. 

Square dancers are also slated 
to twirl under the stars at Rock- 
wood Park beginning June 4, says 
CRA square dance commissioner 
Ross Carney. 

Beginner’s classes in folk danc¬ 
ing get under way at 7:30 p.m. 
each Tuesday and advanced 
classes start at 8:15 p.m. A new 
series of beginner’s classes in 
square dancing each Wednesday 
are slated to begin June 4. A 
second shift beginner’s class in 
square dancing meets Wednesday 
mornings at North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Building. 


Convair Recreation Association 
activities are open to all Con¬ 
vair people and are designed for 
pleasure and entertainment. Join 
as many as you like. 
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NEW SHOES—M. DeBakey, Dept. 14-1, tries pair of new wom¬ 
en's safety shoes on Billie Williams, Dept. 31-2, at Convair Fort 
Worth. Shoes are now on sale at Col. 77-C on the 


mezzanine. 


Brown and White Saddle Oxfords Added 
To FW Stock of Women's Safety Shoes 


Convair Fort Worth women 
now have the opportunity to pur¬ 
chase low-cost shoes of the latest 
styles which also boast all ad¬ 
vantages of safety shoes. 

Perishable tool stores crib lo¬ 
cated at column 77-C on the mezz 
has a supply of ladies safety 
shoes in brown and white saddle 
oxfords and brown moccasin-toed 
oxfords. 

Hicks Succeeds 
Burrows as 
Asst. Div. Mgr. 

(Continued from page 1) 

treasurer in 1943 and division con¬ 
troller in January, 1946. 

A 1936 graduate of Yale, Bur¬ 
rows was chief works accountant 
for CQntractors, Pacific Naval Air 
Bases, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for 
four years before joining Convair. 

Hicks, new assistant division 
manager, is a native of Fort 
Worth. He joined Convair’s Fort 
Worth division in March, 1942, as 
assistant contracts administrator. 
From September, 1943, until Sep¬ 
tember, 1944, he was manager of 
contracts at Convair’s Elizabeth 
City, North Carolina, division, and 
for the following two years man¬ 
ager of contracts at Convair’s 
Allentown, Penna., division. 

He became manager of con¬ 
tracts for the Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion in July, 1946, following a 
brief assignment as assistant to 
the corporation’s contracts direc¬ 
tor in San Diego. 

He was a general partner in 
the Fort Worth law firm of 
Zweife, Floore, and Hicks during 
1942-44. For three years prior 
to that he was a special partner 
in the law firm of Thompson and 
Barwise in Fort Worth. 

Hicks is a graduate of Texas 
Christian University and Har¬ 
vard Law School. 

Sullivan, new manager of con¬ 
tracts, was formerly administra¬ 
tive assistant to Hicks. An Air 
Force veteran, Sullivan joined 
Fort Worth division in Novem¬ 
ber, 1949, as a contracts analyst 
and was subsequently promoted 
to contracts administration super¬ 
visor. He is a graduate of Holy 
Cross College and Harvard Law 
School. 


Applin Winner In 
Badminton Tourney 

Dick Applin (Dept. 6 SD), 
ranked among the top of Con¬ 
vair SD’s badminton best, recent¬ 
ly won the Class B men’s singles 
event in a tournament sponsored 
by the San Diego County Bad¬ 
minton Association and teamed 
with Roxy Griggs to win the 
mixed doubles. 

Roxy, runner-up in the 1951 
Convair tournament, teamed with 
Barbara Applin to take runner-up 
spot in the women’s doubles in 
Class C. 


The shoes range in sizes from 
4 1 4 to 8*4 and are equipped with 
steel-tipped toes for safety in 
working. Leather soles and rub¬ 
ber heels provide added safety 
advantages. 

The shoes are being sold to 
Convair women for $6.99 a pair. 

Still another style of women’s 
safety shoes—to give purchasers 
their choice of three styles—is 
on order, but had not been re¬ 
ceived at the plant at press time. 

Opportunity Open 
In Code Classes 

It’s not too late to enroll in 
code or radio fundamentals 
classes now being offered by the 
Convair FW CRA Radio Club. 
Classes in slow-speed code, radio 
fundamentals and advanced code 
started last week and will con¬ 
tinue each Wednesday at the 
Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham 
Shack) at 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd., 
according to Robert Raines, CRA 
radio commissioner. 

Slow-speed code class, for be¬ 
ginners, is held from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The radio fundamen¬ 
tals class, which is starting “from 
scratch” for people with no pre¬ 
vious experience in radio or elec¬ 
tricity, is from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 

Advanced code is from 9 to 10 
p.m. 

Object of the classes is to pre¬ 
pare the students to pass Class B 
amateur radio examination to ob¬ 
tain licenses. 

Instructors are members of the 
electronics engineering staff of 
Convair (Dept. 75). 


Camp Openings 
Still Available 

Although enrollments by Con¬ 
vair people have been gratifying, 
there still is room for more chil¬ 
dren to attend the Yosemite sum¬ 
mer camp sponsored by CRA at 
SD. 

The first two-week session is 
June 24 to July 7, the second is 
July 7 to 21, third is July 21 to 
August 4, and the fourth August 
4 to 18 with the last one, August 
18 to September 1. 

“The third camp is a complete 
sell out,” James Jobes (Dept. 
401), camp manager, said. “But 
there are openings in any of the 
others for your children.” 

Jobes said that his staff is now 
complete except for a few camp 
mothers (chaperons). The. in¬ 
structors and councilors total 17. 
Camps feature a closely super¬ 
vised, well balanced two-week 
schedule of events for the chil¬ 
dren, including visits to points of 
interest in Yosemite Park, in¬ 
struction in crafts, music, swim¬ 
ming, etc. The $45 fee covers 
transportation from San Diego by 
bus and return and all expenses. 

Enrollments for children may 
be arranged at Employee Service, 
Building 32, San Diego. 


Savage AF Rep., 
Stuart Moved 
To Carswell 

(Continued from page 1) 

Guam, Okinawa, Japan, and the 
Philippines. He is rated as a 
senior pilot. 

Savage, also a senior pilot, is 
a survivor of the Bataan “death 
march,” who spent three and one- 
half years in Jap prison camps 
during World War II. 

Colonel Savage brings to his 
job a background of long and 
varied experience with B-36 work. 
He was B-36 project officer in 
the Air Material Command head¬ 
quarters at Wright-Patterson AF 
Base, Dayton, Ohio, from Aug., 
1946, until assigned to the Air 
Command and Staff School at 
Maxwell AF Base, Montgomery, 
Ala., in June, 1950. He was 
graduated last December and was 
transferred to the Convair plant 
as Colonel Stuart’s assistant. 

Maj. William J. Weaver, who 
has been assigned since # last Sep¬ 
tember as staff assistant to 
Colonel Warren in the Southern 
Air Procurement Office district 
headquarters, was transferred to 
Convair FW plant in April as 
assistant AF plant representative. 


OVER THE SHOULDER 

(Looking back in CONVAIRIETY 
files) 

A YEAR AGO 

During a “quiz program” at 
Convair SD Management Club 
meeting, President LaMotte T. 
Cohu says, “We’re in the commer¬ 
cial field to stay!” 

New test chamber at Ordnance 
Aerophysics Laboratory (Convair 
Daingerfield) tests engines at 
simulated altitudes of 20 miles 
above earth. This is possible for 
first time in history of American 
missile research. 

Two Army airmen cross U. S. 
in “uneasy stages” aboard a Con¬ 
vair L-13. (Plane is designed for 
short missions rather than cross¬ 
country flights!) 

Year-end report shows Convair 
Recreation Association at Fort 
Worth spent more than $24,000 
on recreation for employees. 

Art Seemann elected new Con¬ 
vair San Diego Management Club 
president. 

TWO YEARS AGO 

Forth Worth suffers worst 
flood in history May 16-17 as 
Trinity River overflows. More 
than 300 Convair and Air Force 
families suffer loss, ranging from 
minor damage to complete inun¬ 
dation of homes. Emergency 
Flood Committee for Convair Em¬ 
ployees rallies to aid homeless. 

First of six Central Air Trans¬ 
port Corp. Convair-Liners leaves 
San Diego May 11 on 14,000-mile 
flight to Hong Kong, China. 

Convair San Diego draws na¬ 
tional recognition as first aircraft 
firm in U. S. to win the National 
Safety Council Award three 
times. 

Operation of Convair-Liners 
by Trans-Australia Airlines 
passes million—mile mark May 
10 . 

Second Convair-Liner ordered 
by Orient Airways arrives at 
Karachi, Pakistan. 


Car Collision Fatal 
To Convair Mother 

Mrs. Jimmie Ann Caldwell, 20, 
of the Ordnance Aerophysics 
Laboratory Wind Tunnel Group 
was killed instantly when her 
automobile collided head-on with 
another vehicle near Longview, 
Tex., Saturday, April 21. 

With her were Mrs. Earlyne 
Hall, OAL Industrial Relations 
and Velma Lilley of OAL Wind 
Tunnel Group. Both suffered 
multiple injuries, but are reported 
recovering. 

Mrs. Caldwell was employed at 
OAL last fall as a technical com¬ 
puter. She is survived by a son, 
Bill, 2, of Mt. Pleasant, Tex., and 
her mother, Mrs. Eddie Bell 
Leverett, of Longview. 
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RODEO ACTION—E. McHood and R. L. Rucker carry United States and 
Texas flags in grand entry of CRA rodeo at Convair FW. James Moore gets wild 
ride during bareback bronco busting,. Betty Hoffman circles barrel at full speed 


during ladies' barrel race in which she placed second and L. C. Hopper, a grand 
father, shows younger generation a thing or two about calf roping. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Rehearsals 8 p.m. May 29 
and June 5, Ridglea CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tuc'knies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings May 25 and June 1, Blackstone Hotel, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Bob Miller, commissioner, ext. 4133. Second shift Camera 
Club chairman, A. L. Green, ext. 4211. Regular meeting of first and second shift 
for quarterly contest, May 27, Ridglea CRA Center, 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. Regu¬ 
lar meeting for second shift, May 28, 10 a.m., Ridglea CRA Center. Lecture on 
print analysis will be given by William I. Simpson. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R, and Col. 119C. 
Each Tuesday and Thursday, group singing 11:20 to 11:40, Dept. 31 (spot weld 
section.) 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing and Masque Players 
production of “Goodbye, My Fancy, - ’ W. C. Stripling Jr. High School Auditorium, 
May 24, 25, 26, 8 p.m. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
April 1 to June 30, prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Employee 
Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing May 29 at 
Friendship Hall, 211% W. 13th St. Dancing June 5 at Rockwood Park slab. 
Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced class 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 to 10 
a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Fred Bates, commissioner, ext. 3164. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Don Winslow in the Coast Guard,’’ each Thursday lunch period in 
main 50-foot aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and 
place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9 :30 p.m. for first shift, Tuesday and 
Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 2 
p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LCM5809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing May 28, 
Northside Recreation Building, June 4 at the slab in Rockwood Park. Dancing 
for beginners, 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. For second shift, dancing May 
23, May 30 and June 6 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Northside Recreation Build¬ 
ing. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. Convair 
Stamp and Coin Club movie night, June 5, 7:45 p.m., Will Rogers CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner. Tennis play, Forest Park, each Tuesday 
and Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. 


“The builder said all new houses sink a little 


tt 




New AMC Quarters 

New quarters of the Air Mate¬ 
rial Command’s Southern Air Pro¬ 
curement district headquarters in 
the Ridglea Bank Building on 
Camp Bowie Boulevard were put 
on display, May 17. 

Guests at the open house and 
barbecue officially opening opera¬ 
tions at the new location were 
officers and directors of the 
Chamber of Commerce and a 
group of Convair officials. 


'Magic Lariat’ Brings High Point 
Honors to John Roberts in Rodeo 


John Roberts used a magic 
lariat May 11 to win two first 
places and high point honors in 
the first big CRA Rodeo of the 
year at Convair FW. 

Roberts tied his calf in 13 sec¬ 
onds flat to cop first prize in 
calf roping, then came back to 


win the ribbon roping event and 
garner high-point honors. 

Some 31 contestants entered 
the one-night rodeo stand wit¬ 
nessed by some 650 spectators, 
according to CRA roping commis¬ 
sioner Jimmy Shackelford. 

Other first-place prizes went to 
James Wright in bareback bronco 
busting, Carol Kates in the ladies’ 
barrel race, Gene McGloughlin in 
the wild horse race and H. 0. 
Crew in the cutting horse contest. 

First place in the wild horse 
race went to the three-man team 
composed of Wayne Moss, Jimmy 
Shackelford and L. B. Plant. 

R. K. Caldwell won second in 
the calf roping event with Ted 
Yarbrough taking third. 

Jack Bird and James Stroud 
finished second and third in the 
bareback bronco busting, while 
L. C. Happer and Gene McGlough¬ 
lin finished in the same order in 
the ribbon roping contest. 

Betty Boffman copped second 
in the ladies’ barrel race and 
Helen Gray took third-place 
honors. 

The Bewley Chuck Wagon gang 
presented musical entertainment 
between events and during the 
grand entry. 


OUT COLD—This is what happened when an alumnae tea 
turned into cocktail party in one scene from "Goodbye, My 
Fancy," to be presented soon by Convair FW drama group. Play¬ 
ers are, left to right, Shirley Fritz, Chet Rothacker, Mrs. Helen 
Green and Mrs. J. R. Keck. 

Nationally Known Bowler Named 
To Teach Fort Worth Keglers 


If you bowl but want to im¬ 
prove, or if you want to learn 
to play the game, Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association at Fort Worth is 
coming to your aid. 

Bowling classes both for begin¬ 
ners and advanced players will 
start Saturday, May 26, at Bear¬ 
den’s Bowlanes at 1101 Univer¬ 
sity Drive. Classes will be held 
at 10, 11 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Instructor will be Garner Wells, 
nationally known bowler who has 
seven perfect games to his credit 
and whose average for the past 
seven years is 202. 

Among Wells’ outstanding sea¬ 
sons was 1947-48 when he bowled 
in Chicago with Buddy Bomar’s 
Kathryn team, which held the 
National World’s Team Champ¬ 
ionship. Highlight of the season 

New FW Insurance 
Policies Mailed Out 

More than 20,000 new copies 
of Convair group insurance poli¬ 
cies have been sent to Convair 
FW families, E. G. Crosier, em¬ 
ployee services supervisor, an¬ 
nounced recently. 

The policies include all the lat¬ 
est changes in Convair insurance 
for employees and for those de¬ 
pendents who have been covered 
by employees. 

Policyholders who have not re¬ 
ceived policies may make applica¬ 
tion for them in the Employee 
Services office of Industrial Rela¬ 
tions department. 


was taking second place in Peter¬ 
sen’s Two-in-One tournament. 
Wells won with 948 total pins for 
four games. 

For more information on the 
classes, contact H. G. Starkey, 
ext. 5139 on first shift or G. K. 
Hargett, ext. 3195, on second or 
third shift. 



BOWLING INSTRUCTOR — 
Garner Wells, former member of 
National World's Team Cham¬ 
pionship in bowling,, will instruct 
both beginners and advanced 
bowling classes for CRA at Fort 
Worth. 


CRA Play Opens 
Thursday Night 

The CRA Wing and Masque 
Players of Convair FW present 
their second dramatic offering 
of the year tomorrow night, and 
Friday and Saturday. 

Fay Kanin’s delightful comedy 
hit, “Goodbye, My Fancy,” will 
open at 8 p.m. nightly at the 
W. C. Stripling Junior High 
Auditorium, 2100 Clover Lane. 

The play is built around the 
return of a romantic congress- 
woman to her alma mater to re¬ 
ceive an honorary degree, and 
what happens when she finds that 
her love *of 20 years ago is now 
president of the college. 

Shirley (Mrs. C. L.) Fritz, 
plays the part of the congress- 
woman. Lane Seever portrays the 
college professor. 

Tickets are 30 cents and are 
available at the CRA office, 
through department clerks, or at 
the box office. 


FW Water Activity 
Starts for Summer 

Water sport activities for com¬ 
ing summer months are about 
ready to open for Convair CRA 
members at FW, according to Joe 
Saurenmann, CRA water sports 
commissioner. 

Although no special events are 
planned for early summer, CRA 
members are welcome to join 
boating and skiing activities each 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon. 

Equipment is available to CRA 
members at the Lake Worth Boat 
and Ski Club on the site of the 
old seaplane base at Lake Worth. 

Saurenmann says that CRA 
members and their families are 
welcome to join the week-end 
activities. 
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FROM THE BOTTOM UP—Sam Grimes and Bill Reed of Convair Daingerfield take it easy aboard 
amphibian salvaged from Davy Jones at Lone Star Steel Co. lake. 


Determined Diver Locates 
Plane on Lake Bottom 


Purchased for $200, sight unseen and location uncertain, Bill Reed 
of Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory (Convair Daingerfield) and 
associates now have an airplane. 

They salvaged it from Davy Jones. 


Late last December the plane 
sank in the Lone Star Steel Co. 
lake that adjoins OAL. Reed and 
three friends from Mt. Pleasant, 
Tex., heard about the accident. 
After two other salvage groups 
failed, Reed and associates bought 
the vanished plane and went to 
work underwater. 

Reed, an amateur diver of 
considerable experience (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, July 19, 1950), used 
a home-made 80-pound helmet for 
his sub-surface exploring. The 
helmet, made from part of an air 
pressure tank, is weighted with 
50 pounds of lead. A garden hose 
strip cushions its weight on the 
shoulders. Equipped with 180 
feet of air hose (through which 
air is pumped from above) Reed 
has made dives of 55 feet without 
ill effects. A 10-inch plexiglass 
window in the helmet provides 
good vision. 

Systematically, Reed and as¬ 
sistants, dragged the lake, using 
a long piece of pipe. During 
the course of operations, Reed 
made six trips to the lake and 
a dozen unsuccessful plunges 
of about 20 minutes each into 

Naval Reservists 
Visit Daingerfield 

Members of Naval Volunteer 
Ordnance Unit 8-1, composed of 
employees of Ordnance Aerophy¬ 
sics Laboratory at Daingerfield, 
Tex., were hosts recently to visit¬ 
ing Naval reservists from Hous¬ 
ton, Tex., and Air Force officers 
from Ellington Field. 

The visitors, members of Vol¬ 
unteer Ordnance Unit 8-4 inspect¬ 
ed the wind tunnel and burner 
facilities. The OAL is operated 
by Convair for the U. S. Navy. 


the icy water. Then came suc¬ 
cess. The pipe touched what 
turned out later to be the 
plane’s wing and then bounced 
to the bottom. Reed went down 
to investigate and confirmed 
their hopes. 

“I found the plane upside down 
in about 35 feet of water, so I 
tied a cable to the propeller and 
led it around under the tail so 
that when it was hoisted it auto¬ 
matically righted itself,” Reed re¬ 
ported. 

Raising the plane was a major 
operation. Two large boats were 
obtained from a nearby fish camp 
and connected together with tim¬ 
bers. A windlass was made out 
of a 15-foot section of four-inch 
pipe. The salvage crew was able 
thereby to gradually hoist the 
plane. Ultimately a cable was 
tied around the landing gear and 
connected to a winch truck that 
dragged it ashore. 

Reed said the plane now is 
being repaired by Ott’s Flying 
Service, Mt. Pleasant. 

Word of the successful opera¬ 
tion got around quickly and re¬ 
cently the group was informed 
about a plane near Hot Springs, 
Ark., that could be salvaged. 

“No soap,” they said. “Not 

even if it’s in warm water!” 


HOSTESSES SOUGHT 
Convair girls were sought this 
week at San Diego to be YWCA 
hostesses. Virginia Wingert, 
YWCA staff member, said hos¬ 
tesses were wanted between the 
ages of 18 and 30 to attend 
Y-sponsored dances at military 
camps and the weekly Y Saturday 
night dance for service men. Vol¬ 
unteers may contact Miss Win¬ 
gert at the YWCA. 



NAVAL RESERVISTS—Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory (Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield) was visited recently by Naval reservists from 
Houston, Tex., and Air Force officers from Ellington field. Photo 
was taken on ramp of high altitude facility. Naval officer fourth 
from right is Capt. H. R. Wright, USNR, director of Reserve Offi¬ 
cer Branch of Navy's Bureau of Ordnance, Convair-operated fa¬ 
cility for the bureau. 


Flying Deaf 

Hearing Returns 
In Power Dives 

When a series of power dives 
in his open cockpit Waco restored 
the hearing of a 12-year-old 
neighbor child, Bill Hoaglund 
(now of Dept. 48 at San Diego) 
found himself catapulted into a 
strange enterprise. 

“I was suddenly besieged by 
the hard of hearing, all of 
whom hoped an airplane ride 
would help them,” Hoaglund 
recalled this week. “That was 
in the fall of 1947. During the 
next 28 months I flew more 
than 1,000 ‘patients.’ ” 

A Minneapolis native who has 
flown since he was 12 and held 
a commercial license since 16, 
Hoaglund was working for Mid- 



FLEW DEAF—"Flying blind" 
isn't so uncommon but this pilot, 
Bill Hoaglund now of Dept. 48 
SD, made a business of "flying 
deaf." He took them through 
power dives and some regained 
their hearing. 

Continent Airlines after dis¬ 
charge from the Air Force. On 
the side he stunted for fairs and 
did some crop dusting. One day 
he got an idle idea that maybe 
the sudden pressure changes in¬ 
volved in power dives in an air¬ 
plane might help Joyce Ann Ber¬ 
ger, a neighbor girl deaf from 
birth. He took her up for several 
acrobatic rides and two weeks 
later she recovered her hearing. 

“The papers got hold of the 
story. I took a leave of absence 
and sometimes flew from sunup 
to sunset as other deaf people 
sought a ‘treatment.’ ” 

Evidently the pressure changes 
in power diving had similar ef¬ 
fects to those in pressure cham¬ 
bers which are sometimes used in 
treating the hard of hearing, for 
about one-third of Hoaglund’s 
passengers benefited. Some re¬ 
covered their hearing completely 
while others improved in lesser 
degrees. Hoaglund usually flew 
at about 8,000 feet and made a 
series of shallow dives of from 
1,000 to 2,000 feet. His specially- 
built plane was capable of stand¬ 
ing pull-outs of up to four G’s. 
He charged just enough to cover 
expenses. 

Ultimately Hoaglund halted the 
odd business and joined the Ma¬ 
rines. Last fall while training at 
Camp Pendleton he suffered a 
bayonet wound in a knee serious 
enough to warrant discharge. 

“I still fly on the side and I 
still get letters from deaf people 
seeking help,” Hoaglund said. 


Last Call Voiced to Veterans 


For Training Under Gl Bill 


Convair veterans were remind¬ 
ed this week that only a brief 
time remains for taking advan¬ 
tage of training under the GI Bill 
of Rights (Public Law 346). 

All proposals must be approved 
and records completed and in the 
Veterans Administration offices 
by July 25, R. B. Craig, assistant 
supervisor of the Fort Worth 
training section, said. The same 
deadline applies for both Convair 
San Diego and Fort Worth. 

“All Convair veterans interest¬ 
ed in attending colleges, schools 
or other training programs under 
the GI Bill must complete their 
initial forms as quickly as pos¬ 
sible to get in under the wire,” 
Craig warned. 

At San Diego H. W. Rubottom, 

Business Courses 
Available to GIs 

Convair FW veterans still have 
a short time in which to enroll 
for classes in distributive educa¬ 
tion and business management 
under the GI Bill at the Tarrant 
County Vocational School for 
Veterans. 

July 25 is the deadline, but 
some time is necessary for ob¬ 
taining certificate of eligibility 
data. For information call W. M. 
Crow at FAnnin 3770. The school 
is offering courses in economics, 
business law, public speaking, 
store organization, salesmanship, 
business English, merchandising, 
personnel management, credits 
and collections, taxes and insur¬ 
ance, public relations, and busi¬ 
ness arithmetic. 


education supervisor, added: 
“Thousands of Convair veterans 
have benefited from the GI Bill 
and there probably are many 
more who planned to enroll in 
some school or college who do not 
realize that the opportunity soon 
will be gone.” 

San Diego Junior College and 
Vocational School offer night 
courses at San Diego and the 
University of California Exten¬ 
sion Service and San Diego State 
College have a wide variety of 
courses for those who can qualify. 
These are in addition to a num¬ 
ber of other schools in the San 
Diego area which have been ap¬ 
proved by the VA. Additional in¬ 
formation on available facilities 
can be acquired at education of¬ 
fices at either division, or through 
the Veterans Administration. 



Supervisors Brush up on Methods 
of Teaching New Convair Hires 


Knowing how to perform a 
difficult task well isn’t enough— 
not for a red button man. 

He must not only know how to 
do it perfectly himself but must 
be capable of teaching others. 

“And that is an art unto it¬ 
self,” J. P. (Pete) Peterman of 
Training at San Diego, comment¬ 
ed. Peterman is instructor 
(though he prefers to act more 
as a moderator) at conference 
groups of Convair supervision on 
employee training. Nearly 200 
already have attended the ses¬ 
sions which last for two hours 
daily for a week. Others are 
being selected to join newly 
formed groups. 

“We try to review the stages 
between the ‘handshake’ and the 
job assignment, and cast new 
light on the supervisor’s prob¬ 
lem,” Peterman explained. 

“The first few days are impor¬ 
tant for a new hire. If he feels 
out of place or confused he is 
likely to be unhappy and that we 
don’t want. Our induction pro¬ 
gram is among the best in the 
country, but the important time 
comes when .the new hire meets 
his supervisor.” 


Most people in a new job don’t 
pay their way at first. Depend¬ 
ing upon the type of work in¬ 
volved, it may be days, weeks, 
even more before they earn their 
salt. Skill on the part of super¬ 
vision, however, can reduce this 
interval substantially. 

“We advise supervision to first 
of all make a friendly contact 
with the new people, encourage 
them to ask questions and to 
make it clear that Convair is in¬ 
terested in their welfare and in 
teaching them about their jobs,” 
Peterman continued. 

The teaching part is not so sim¬ 
ple. Supervisors, through long ex¬ 
perience, can do complicated tasks 
themselves. But not all are per¬ 
fect in explaining to someone else 
how to do them. 

“Here is an example of the 
care necessary,” Peterman point¬ 
ed out. “We might tell someone 
as part of a job to ‘tighten that 
bolt. . . . ’ But we may forget 
to tell him how tight is ‘tight!’” 

Purpose of the present confer¬ 
ence series is to help the teachers 
to teach more effectively. Similar 
courses are in progress at FW. 



ON THE JOB—Supervisors at San Diego review their employee 
training methods in conference series. Instructor J. B. Peterman, 
standing right, watches while V. S. Caldwell (Dept. 31), left, ex¬ 
plains use of micrometer to G. O. Carroll (Dept. I 15). Supervisors 
try out their training technique on each other during series. 
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OUTSIDE LOOKING IN—Engine analyzer takes technicians "inside" cylinders 
while B-36 engine is running. At right is portable rig being operated by John 
Karl of Sperry Co., center, and W. L. McBride (Dept. 300 SD), right, during a 
test run with Marshall Holbrooke of Pratt and Whitney looking on. Karl is point¬ 
ing to screen which reproduces an electronic image of what goes on inside a 
cylinder. Experienced operator can identify trouble by noting type of image. 
Flip of dial shifts screen to whichever cylinder desired for study. Inset shows one 


type of image. In photo at left, left to right, C. L. LeMaster and William Miles 
(Dept. 350), Jesse B. Baker of Training SD, and Karl operate engine analyzer 
mock-up at San Diego with which Convair flight engineers and Field Operations 
men are trained. LeMaster and Miles, mock-up experts, put together apparatus 
on table which permits instructor to simulate a variety of engine conditions, so 
that students recognize trouble by interpreting screen. 


New Hand-run Joggle Machine 
Speeds Work on Subcontracts 


'TV Screen Evesdrops on 
Insides of B-36 Engines 

Peeking inside any of the 168 cylinders of a Convair B-36 while 
in flight is a neat stunt. But flight engineers can do it! 

The trick is to have an “engine analyzer” aboard. They are being 
installed in some new model B-36s at Forth Worth and in modified 
ships at San Diego and portable rigs are in regular use for trouble 
shooting on the line. 


A new hand-operated machine 
thatTl give you a joggle when 
you need one quickly and cheaply 
was announced at Convair FW 
this week. 

And what’s a joggle? It’s no 
relation of the jiggle. Nor of the 
jigger. A joggle might be ex¬ 
plained like this: 

Suppose you have a straight 
length of sheet metal. It’s a half¬ 
inch wide and has a half-inch 
ridge turned up along the full 
length of each side. 

You start to put it in place 
in a B-36—and you find that 
there’s another part in the way. 
If you put a bend in your piece 
of metal so that it goes around 
the obstacle, then continues on its 
way, you’ve made yourself a 
joggle. 

And there are hundreds of them 
on every B-36, according to A. P. 
Higgins, who was chief tool engi¬ 
neer when the new hand-operated 
joggle machine was built. Hig¬ 
gins is now development manager 
at Fort Worth. 

Hydraulically-powered joggle 
machines are not new. Convair 
men designed and built one six 
years ago, and it is still one of 
the most useful machines in sheet 
metal fabrication. It did all the 
work necessary. But when Con¬ 
vair began stepping up its B-36 
sub-contracting program a year 
ago, sub-contracting people found 
that none of the prospective sub¬ 
contractors had any type of jog¬ 
gle machine. 

It looked as if many thousands 
of dollars would have to be spent 


to build joggling machines. Hig¬ 
gins asked the tool planning and 
design team headed by G. R. Gor¬ 
don to tackle the problem. De¬ 
tails were worked out in the 
manufacturing methods develop¬ 
ment group. The result is a com¬ 
paratively inexpensive hand-oper¬ 
ated machine to put joggles where 
they’re necessary. 

First model of the new ma¬ 
chine was put into use at Inter¬ 
continental Manufacturing Co., 
of Garland, Tex. Intercontinental 
is making various B-36 parts and 
components under sub-contract. 
License to manufacture the new 
joggle machine for use in other 
aircraft plants and other indus¬ 
tries has been taken by Inter¬ 
continental. 

Essentially, the hand-operated 
joggle machine consists of a set 
of jaws which hold one side of 
the metal piece to be joggled. Op¬ 
posite this is another set of jaws 
which are movable. 

When the operator moves the 
hand controls, the movable jaws 
move and give the metal the 
“bends” necessary to produce the 
required joggle. 

The pilot model of the manual 
joggler is now turning out B-36 
production parts at the rate of 
three a minute. 

Convair engineers say it pro¬ 
duces joggles of uniform accuracy 
and excellent quality at minimum 
cost. And all this on a machine 
built at less than one-tenth the 
cost of any other comparable ma¬ 
chine produced today. 



TRAINING AIDS —Sue Bar¬ 
nett of Convair FW Education 
section library shows J. R. Masch 
of Dept. 31 one of booklets now 
on exhibit in Education section 
to show training aids available 
for Convair employees interested 
in further training and education. 


Built by Sperry Gyroscope Co., 
the analyzer is not much larger 
than a suitcase. However, by flip¬ 
ping a dial or two the flight engi¬ 
neer can virtually “peek inside” 
any cylinder he wishes. And that 
means a lot of peeking, because 
the B-36 is equipped with six 
piston type engines and each one 
has 28 cylinders! 

“We look inside by means of 
an electronic panel,” John Karl, 
Sperry representative at San 
Diego, explained. “It is much like 
a television screen. Wires run¬ 
ning from the engines to the 
analyzer produce an image which 
reflects what is going on inside 
the cylinders. A good operator 
who knows how to read the image 
can tell in a few seconds where 
trouble lies. 

“Primarily, the analyzer puts 
the finger on ignition difficulties 
such as malfunctioning spark 
plugs (a B-36 has 336 plugs, two 


to a cylinder) or magneto trouble. 
But it also goes beyond this and 
tattle-tales on such troubles as 
valve failures, broken cam follow¬ 
ers, or cylinder failures.” 

Karl has been conducting an in¬ 
tensive 48-hour course at San 
Diego for flight engineers, field 
operations men and inspectors. 
This is so they can operate the 
equipment on shakedowns and 
have it in good working order 
when planes are turned over to 
the Air Force. 

“The functioning of as many as 
four cylinders can be reproduced 
on the screen at one time and per¬ 
formance compared,” Karl con¬ 
tinued. “Or, the device can be 
centered on any one of the 168 
cylinders for detailed study, by 
the mere flip of a dial.” 

A saving in maintenance time 
is one of the big advantages, be¬ 
cause the analyzer quickly identi¬ 
fies the trouble and eliminates 
trial and error search. 

“It is a help to engineers in 
flight, too,” Karl added. “They 
can spot a malfunctioning as 
major or minor and know whether 
to feather that engine to avoid 
real damage, or to continue with 
no danger.” 



AIR POWER EXPONENT — 
Maj. Alexander de Seversky, avi¬ 
ation expert and nationally-known 
for writing in support of more 
U. S. air power, is shown looking 
from B-36 hatch during recent 
inspection at Fort Worth. 



NEW JOGGLER—New joggle machine developed by Convair 
FW and now manufactured by Inter-Continental Manufacturing 
Co. of Garland, Tex., produces "joggles" in sheet metal parts. 



THEY'RE JOGGLED—Sheet metal B-36 parts that have been 
joggled on new hand-operated joggle machine built by Convair 
FW are shown here. Joggle machine makes "turns" in what other¬ 
wise would be straight pieces of metal above. 
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SOCIAL SCENES—No. I: Dept. 250 SD helps Elizabeth La Barre celebrate 
birthday. No. 2: R. A. Gault and "Babe" Hefley at Fort Worth display prizes 
won in "freeze" dance contest at Inspection party May 5 attended by approxi¬ 
mately 3,000. In picture are Lynn Harris, H. C. Owen, Frank Williams, E. B. and 
Wilma Lewis and K. Harris. No. 3: Rita Riggs presents Jack Richardson with 
farewell gifts as latter returns to California from FW. Others are G. R. Touchton, 
Bill Davis, Robert Rucker, Coehla Wilmoth, Martha Smith, Sara Jackson, Christine 
Dennis, Carol Nelms, Neva Meehan, Virginia Williams. No. 4: Ray Duckworth 
(Dept. 44 SD) was greeted on birthday by a cake baked by Jerry Smith. Roy 
Ashe, foreman, in background. No. 5: Lou Frank Jacobs of Ordnance Aero- 


physics Laboratory (Convair Daingerfield) shown with Thomas Freeman. They 
married March 14. Freeman left company for U. S. Army after nearly five years 
at Daingerfield. No. 6: Dorothy Carroll (Dept. 250 SD) is guest of honor at 
■'arewell party. She is leaving, on two months trip to Europe to visit husband's 
family. No. 7: Patti Evans Ainsworth, right, who married May 5, and Jean Bailey 
both Dept. 27-0 FW) admire gifts from department friends. No. 8: Ray Raines 
Dept. 22 SD) and bride Beatrice Ann Cicchetto (Dept. 250 SD), who married 
V\ay 13 at Yuma, feted by friends including Frank Biscak, foreman. No. 9: Ray 
Kendall displays hand-tooled leather gun case given him by members of Dept. 74 
on May 4. About 60 attended a birthday picnic for him in Forest Park. 


Little League 
Starts Strong 

Convair San Diego’s Little 
League ball team got off to a 
fast start last week, winning its 
first three games to lead the loop. 

They set a hard pace in the 
first game May 8 against Neigh¬ 
borhood House, winning 11 to 
nothing in a no-hit, no-run af¬ 
fair. Winning pitchers were 
Coleman and Lasoya with Mujado 
catching. 

The second game, against Ryan, 
saw Schultz hold the opposition 
to one hit and no runs while Con¬ 
vair was gathering three hits off 
Mendoza and Sparks. Convair 
won one to nothing. 

Another close, one marked the 
third game of the season as Con¬ 
vair beat Solar, 2-1, racking up 
four hits off Solar’s Griffith. 
Coleman, on the mound for Con¬ 
vair, gave up three hits. 

Team manager Pete Beyrer an¬ 
nounced the youngsters play 
every Tuesday afternoon at 5 
p.m. at Presidio Park and every 
Saturday afternoon, beginning at 
1 p.m. 

Beyrer was cautious in discus¬ 
sing his team’s chances this year 
despite the early perfect record. 
He pointed out that two of the 
victories were by narrow margins 
and that both Ryan and Solar 
have clubs that can be very dan¬ 
gerous. 


Hard Ball Teams 
Win Share at FW 

Convair FW Convair Recreation 
Association baseball teams fared 
a little better during the past two 
weeks of play in FW baseball 
warfare. 

The CRA entry in the Sunday 
League lost a 11-4 game to Ward¬ 
way Recreation, then copped the 
next two games. They won over 
Azle Merchants, 3-2, and Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base, 9-3. 

The CRA team in the rugged 
Major City League lost four 
games during the period, bowing 
to CAFB, 17-3; Thrf Bar, 16-8; 
Jim Hill Produce, 14-3, and 
CAFB, 12-10. 


Engineers Enroll in 
Graduate Training 

Convair FW graduate engineers 
now have an opportunity to earn 
Master of Science degrees from 
S.M.U. right here at Convair, ac¬ 
cording to J. L. Budros, Training 
section supervisor. 

The graduate study program 
will begin May 29. All courses 
offered will be credited as resi¬ 
dence work toward a master’s 
degree by the S.M.U. School of 
Engineering. Three 16-week sem¬ 
esters a year will include at least 
three courses each. 

Engineering graduates from ac¬ 
credited colleges and universities 
may contact B. E. Lambert in 
the Training section, ext. 5245, or 
Rex Collingsworth in Engineer¬ 
ing, ext. 2232, for details. All 
classes will be taught after first 
shift working hours and will be 
on the employees’ own time. Sixty 
engineers already have applied 
for the training, Budros said. 


A job in Convair is a job in 
national defense. Help keep 
Uncle Sam’s secrets by keeping 
mum about your job. 



'SEA FOOD'—E. H. Souther- 
lan, Dept. 3-8, of Convair FW 
caught 51 frogs on recent hunt 
at Deer Creek, Henrietta, Tex. 
He now has 15 pounds of 
dressed frog legs in his frozen 
food locker. 




FW Tennis Doubles 


Tourney Planned 

Convair FW and Air Force per- 


SAFETY PAYS—L. E. Parton, 
Dept. 44 FW, was using this 
hand drill when bit shattered, 
breaking his safety goggles and 
scratching his nose without in¬ 
juring his eyes. 


FW Bowling 


A doubles tournament is slated 
for the near future with partners 
to be determined by a hat draw. 
Anyone interested may call Fern 
Strain at the CRA office, ext. 
5141, to give his name, depart¬ 
ment number and other informa¬ 
tion necessary to stage the tour¬ 
nament. 


MIXED SUMMER LEAGUE 


sonnel were extended an invita¬ 
tion this week by tennis commis¬ 
sioner Fred Brown to join CRA 
tennis activities. 


Three courts at Forest Park 
are reserved each Tuesday and 
Thursday night from 6 ’til 10 p.m. 
for interested parties. Tennis 
nets and balls are furnished. 


Low Gears .—-. 13 3 

Lucky Strikes . 13 3 

Optimists . 12 4 

Jay Hawkers . 12 4 

Dead Pins . 10 6 

Super Poopers . 10 6 

Jet Omics . 9 7 

Maple Maulers . 8 8 

3 Hits & Miss . 8 8 

Constrikers .-..... 7 9 

Loafers . 5 11 

Goofs . 5 11 

Pin Heads . 5 11 

Pin Up’s .-. 4 12 

Do or Die . 4 12 

Dark Horse . 3 13 


SECOND SHIFT ALL GIRLS LEAGUE 


Hit ’N Miss . 4 0 

Pee’s Poodles . 4 0 

Ramblers . 3 1 

Egg Heads . 1 3 

Pin Busters —. 0 4 

Striking Jets . 0 4 


740 LEAGUE 


Team No. 2 . 76 52 

Dundee No. 6 . 72 56 

I. A.M. No. 9 . 71 57 

J. J. Parks No. 1. 69 59 

Phillip’s No. 11 . 69 59 

Old Plantation No. 12 . 69 59 

Wynn’s Oil No. 8 . 68 60 

White’s Texaco No. 5 . 59 69 

Team No. 4. 54 74 

Team No. 10 .. 54 74 

Team No. 7 . 54 74 

Team No. 3 . 53 75 


CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


SET FOR A WHALE—When 
H. W. Southworth (Dept. 25) at 
San Diego left for two-week 
fishing cruise, associates pre¬ 
sented him with newly designed 
rod. H. Beaujean holds "Happy 
Fishing" card while A. J. Doles 
has can of "bait." 


Dept. 43, 44 to Dance 
At Casino May 25 

First shift employees of Depts. 
43 and 44 at Convair FW will be 
entertained at a special dance 
May 25 at Lake Worth Casino. 

Dancing to the music of Leon 
Breeden and his 17-piece orches¬ 
tra is scheduled from 8:30 p.m. 
until 12:30 a.m. 

Door prizes will be awarded the 
ladies. The dance is being given 
by supervision of the two depart¬ 
ments for all employees of the 
two departments. 


Candidates Sifted 
In Training Classes 

Personal interviews started last 
week at Convair San Diego with 
applicants for two company train¬ 
ing programs, one to train stu¬ 
dents to be tool designers and an¬ 
other to equip students to be 
engineering draftsmen. 

Deadline for application passed 
May 1 and following check of 
qualifications, applicants have 
been called in for personal inter¬ 
view. Actual classwork is expect¬ 
ed to get under way after June 
1. Students will attend school on 
company time and receive their 
regular rate of pay. 


Girls Bowl League 
Seeks Two Teams 

The Convair FW CRA second 
shift all girls bowling league is 
looking for two more teams to 
round out its summer bowling 
program. 

Six teams are now bowling 
Tuesday mornings at 10:30 at 
Bearden’s Bowlanes. For infor¬ 
mation, contact Juanita Weir, ext. 
2198. league secretary. 
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CRA Teams Win a Dozen, Lose 
Pair in Fort Worth Softball 


Things are looking up for CRA- 
sponsored softball teams battling 
outside opposition at Convair FW. 
In the two-week period ending 
May 17, Convair teams have won 
12 games and lost only two 
against outsiders. 

The Bombers of Western 
League won four straight. They 
bested Anchor Printing, 18-2; Jim 
Hill Produce, 10-4; Merchant In¬ 
dependents, 8-3, and American 
Airlines, 4-0. 

Equally impressive is the Con¬ 
vair nine of the Commercial 
League. Topped Tex Pac, 8-2; 
Houston Fire, 17-2; St. Paul 
Methodist, 6-4, and Tex Pac again 
8 - 0 . 

The Convair jets of the Texas 
League copped two straight 
games, beating Stafford Lowdon, 
8-3, and U. S. Engineers, 4-3. 

The B-36 Fliers of the Inter¬ 
national League lost but a single 
game in four starts. They drop¬ 
ped a game to Frank Hague, 3-0, 
while winning over Hill Food, 


17-3; Junior Odd Fellows, 6-2, 
and Hill Food, 7-0. 

Bledsue-Cone won a 3-2 victory 
over C.V.A.C.'s entry in the East 
Texas League, but the nine down¬ 
ed Contractors, 9-5; Dixie Maid, 
13-9, and Empire Steel, 2-0. 

In the first shift Convair 
League, Dept. 22-8 set the pace 
over the two-week period with 
three victories. Dept. 22-8 rocked 
Dept. 25-3, 12-1; Dept. 81, 12-9, 
and Dept. 4-4, 20-3. 

Dept. 20-2 was close behind 
with victories over Dept. 25-3, 
17-13, and Dept. 4-4, 14-2. Dept. 
20-2 lost to Dept. 81, 7-0, on a 
forfeit. 

Dept. 76 won a 10-1 victory 
over Dept. 22-8, Dept. 4-4, 16-5, 
and Dept. 25-3, 8-7. 

In the other game, Dept. 81 
won a 19-11 victory over Dept. 
4-4. 

Rain halted all but two games 
in the Convair Second Shift 
League. Tooling eked out a 2-1 
victory over Dept. 47, and Dept. 
31 bowed to Dept. 76, 3-2. 


BIRD CHAMPS—This group of Convair FW and Air Force 
badminton players won individual trophies this month in annual 
plant-wide tournament. Left to right are: Thelma Harrison, Jack 
Elrod, Bill Ravenscroft, Maj. R. D. Smith, Al Pfennighausen, Roy 
Harrison, Sally Mahaffey and Texas Landtroop. 


Little Leaguers at FW Launch Baseball 
Season With Four Teams in Competition 


After two weeks of delay, Con¬ 
vair FW’s CRA-sponsored Little 
League baseball teams launched 
their first season of play last 
Saturday. 

The boys, ranging in age from 
8 through 12 years, are playing 
with uniforms and equipment fur¬ 
nished by Convair Recreation As¬ 
sociation at FW. 

G. P. Anderson, Dept. 6-4, is 
the latest manager to join the 
Little League ranks. He will 
guide the West Ridglea team and 
joins A. E. Jones, White Settle¬ 
ment; A. K. Lawley, Arlington 
Heights, and E. A. Moorman, 
River Oaks in sponsoring teams. 

Opening day games, May 19, 
saw River Oaks playing West 
Ridglea and Arlington Heights 


meeting White Settlement. 

Games next Saturday, May 26, 
will match Arlington Heights 
and River Oaks and West Ridglea 
and White Settlement. 

All games will be played on a 
diamond in White Settlement with 
one game weekly until the end 
of the school semester, when two 
weekly games will be played. 


Summer Bowlers 

Summer league bowling teams 
are currently being organized at 
Convair San Diego in preparation 
for regular Wednesday evening 
bowling sessions. Mike Brooks, 
CRA commissioner, said it is not 
yet too late to get on a team. He 
can be reached at ext. 429. 


PROOF OF VICTORY—Convair San Diego bowlers recently collected "hardware" as result of 
exploits during Western Industrial Recreation Association tournament at Hollywood. In photo at 
right Emanuel DiSiulio, right, accepts trophy for high individual game from Jack Chambers Jr., 
tournament manager. In left hand photo, Chambers presents perpetual scratch trophy to Orlo Tem¬ 
pleton, captain of Mechanical Maintenance team. Convair won same trophy last year, will gain 
permanent possession with a third win. At left is Jim Bridges, captain of Electric Bench team, and 
at right is Paul DiGiulio, Pattern Shop team captain. 


Schoolcraft 
Prize Winner 

Fred Schoolcraft's 25-pound, 
four-ounce yellowtail was chosen 
last week as the winner of the 
April fishing contest at Convair 
San Diego. The Dept. 13 man's 
fish was caught April 11 off the 
Coronado Islands. He receives a 
|35 merchandise award. 

“There were no fresh water 
fish entered," Dale Marks, CRA 
fishing commissioner, commented. 
‘Schoolcraft's effort was the best 
of the entries. However, I am 
sure that there were a number 
of other fish caught during the 
month that would have had a 
good chance of winning except 
that the Convair anglers didn't 
register." 

All that is necessary to enter 
a fish is to check in at Employee 
Service (building 32) and show 
the weight certificate that is 
easily obtained at the fishing 
docks. CRA will do the rest. 

CRA will continue to offer $35 
merchandise prizes every month, 
not necessarily for the biggest 
fish, but for the catch that judges 
consider the best in view of tac¬ 
kle, conditions, etc. At the end of 
the season a $100 award will be 
given to the year's outstanding 
fisherman. 


Week Set Aside for 
SD Anglers in Derby 

A special list of prizes for Con¬ 
vair fishermen only will be offer¬ 
ed during the period June 9 
through June 17 at San Diego by 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
as part of the Yellowtail Derby 
which is now in competition. 

“The awards are in addition to 
the regular derby prizes and are 
certainly worth trying for," Dale 
Marks, CRA commissioner, ex¬ 
plained. “We will have additional 
information later; but now is the 
time to start making your plans 
for special trips during this pe¬ 
riod. We are seeking special con¬ 
sideration for second and third 
shift people by arranging boat 
departures and returns to fit in 
with their working hours." 


COWTOWN CHAMPIONS—These Convair FW keglers copped 
Class A Fort Worth city bowling championship recently with series 
total of 3068. Left to right are: A. J. Baskin, Sam Ell.ston, Leech 
Arterburn, and Vic Gallagher. William Young, is fifth member 
of team. 


SD Triple A Club Lone Survivor 
In Pre-Season Softball Tourney 


San Diego's triple A club was 
the only Convair softball team 
left in the pre-season tournament 
this week as the other four squads 
bowed out after enjoying varying 
degrees of success. 

The AAA team lost its opener 
to FASRON 691 by a 2-1 count, 
but took the next three games in 
the loser's bracket, beating Solar, 
13-1; Sheriff's Department, 13-6, 
and Post No. 6 by 9-0. 

CRA Commissioner Tony Ber- 
ardini said that Ken Ellis, team 
manager, has a good club this 
year but that triple A competition 
probably will be even tougher 
than in the past because of the 
entry of a number of service 
teams as well as the return to 
competition of several fast city 
clubs. 

Here is what happened to other 
Convair teams: the Missiles lost 
to Townsend, 4-3, and to VFW 
No. 75 by 10-8. The Bombers 
lost to Encanto, 13-2, and to Tol- 
teca, 21-3. The Liners beat Arrow 
Transfer, 11-10, before dropping 


games to AB Appliance, 8-1, and 
to VFW No. 75 by 8-6. The 
Eagles lost to Fire Dept. A, 8-3; 
beat W. P. Fuller, 7-1, and 
United, 13-8, before losing to En¬ 
canto Electric, 4-0. 

On the basis of performance in 
the pre-season tournament, teams 
will be assigned to various 
leagues which will get under way 
about mid-June. 


^ rn? 



OPENING DAY—There were many such scenes as these at Fort Worth re¬ 
cently as Little League sponsored by CRA had opening day. At left Arlington 
Heights' Alan Wilson slams a hit against White Settlement while catcher Mickey 


Lee waits for ball that never arrived. White Settlement won 26-6. At right Gary 
Delaney of White Settlement slides into third below tag applied by Frank Lawley. 
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Armored Cars Patrol Carswell as Part of 'New Look' For Base 






Where these jokers send their 
copies I don’t know, but your 
issues literally “cover the world.” 
It’s good to read about the friends 
of ten years ago, as the present 
build-up is so like the busy days 
of 1940-41 when Libs and PBYs 
were Bermuda and Manila bound. 


Kelly AF Base Now Main Supply, 
Maintenance Center for B-36s 


Kelly Air Force base is now 
the Air Force’s world-wide center 
with responsibility for supply and 
maintenance of Air Force B-36 
and RB-36 bombers. 

Shift of the B-36 supply re¬ 
sponsibility from Oklahoma City 
Air Materiel area was announced 
by Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen, 
Kelly AFB commander. 

Oklahoma City AMA, in turn, 
relieves Kelly of responsibility 
for supply of another type of Air 
Force bomber. 

Col. M. D. Wilson, director of 
supply, said that supply will re¬ 
ceive and stock over 9,000 differ¬ 
ent items for the Convair-built 


planes. Making room for the B- 
36 parts, some of them the 
largest items ever stocked at 
Kelly, has highest priority in 
supply. 

Over 120 carloads of B-36 parts 
will be shipped into Kelly during 
the next few months to support 
the bomber operations at various 
AF bases. One reason for the 
switch is that Kelly already has 
a big mechanized overhaul line 
that handles the powerful R-4360 
Wasp Major engines used in B- 
36s; while the Oklahoma City 
base is not so equipped. Kelly 
also is a B-36 prop center. 


REUNION AT MUROC—Pictured here at Convair ramp in San 
Diego are Air Force's XF-92A delta wing and the Turboliner, both 
Convair-built. Ships recently were transferred to Edwards Air Force 
Base at Muroc, Calif., for further testing. XF-92A, now equipped 
with new power plant, will explore sonic barrier. Turboliner is first 
U. S. commercial turboprop, ordered by Allison division, General 
Motors. 


'Non-Bouncing Trailer Brings Jet Engines 
To Corner FW From New Bell Plant 


The first J-47 jet engine na¬ 
celles for the Convair-built B-36 
are now being delivered to Con¬ 
vair FW from Bell Aircraft Co.’s 
new plant in Fort Worth atop a 
specially designed trailer carrier 
unit. 

Bell is assembling the units at 
its new plant in Fort Worth and 
will use the shock-absorbing 


trailer to cover the 12 miles sepa¬ 
rating the two plants. 

The seven-ton trailer unit was 
built with pneumatic sway braces 
on the pod mounts to cut down 
on the amount of bounce and 
sway to which the pod units 
might be subjected. 

The shock-absorbing features 
are designed to insure delivery 
of the pods without damage. 


ON GUARD—"New look" transforms Carswell Air 
Force Base at Fort Worth as Air Police tighten up 
security—with a yank! From towers overlooking steel 
fence line (left above) police keep sharp lookout while 
(center) armored car patrols B-36 flight line and (rigfit) 
a weapons carrier adds its support to guarding bombers. 


Guns Guard B-36s as Carswell Base APs 


Tighten up on Security-With a Yank! 


I wonder if you know how 
widely traveled your issues are? 
For instance, I’ve been forward¬ 
ing your paper on to the follow¬ 
ing: Ed LaVoque (ex-Consair- 
ways), when he was in Iceland 
and now at Seattle; Fred and 
Blanche Z e 11 m e r (ex-Flight 
dept.), who are CAA people at 
Seattle; Charley Anders (ex-New 
Orleans Flight); Russ Schulze 
(ex-Consairways) when he was 
in Lima; and Brian Blackburn 
(ex-RAF) in Yorkshire, England. 


a colonel’s eagles. You need a 
pass and a reason vital to na¬ 
tional defense. You’re willing to 
stay on the outside looking in. 

“This,” says Lt. Andrews, “is 
a training base only in the 
sense that we are always in 
training for the job we may be 
called upon to do at any mo¬ 
ment.” 

To a layman, it seems that the 
flight line is really combat ready, 
and you know those B-36 crews 
have had lots of practice at hit¬ 
ting targets in simulated mis¬ 
sions. 

All this time, you’ve been mov¬ 
ing along the flight line—on the 
outside. You note the new six¬ 
wheeled armored cars and the 
motorized .50 caliber guns on the 
weapons carriers. The “new look” 
is everywhere. 

As you and Lt. Andrews leave 
the view of the flight line, you 
pass a dozen off-duty airmen. 
They’re concentrating deeply on 
a serious problem: horseshoes! 

This—amidst thoughts of B-36s 
and world-wide warfare—aston¬ 
ishes you. But then you regain 
your perspective: you know this 
is the way it should be. 

Lt. Andrews takes you back to 
the gate, and you watch the APs 
go through another strict identi¬ 
fication routine before they let 
you off the base. You wonder to 
yourself: 

“Just how tough could these 
APs make it if world-wide war 
were actually started?” 

And you answer yourself: “Not 
any tougher than it is already. 
These B-36 flyboys are ready 
now.” 


Carswell Air Force base in 1951 is wearing a spring suit that 
makes its 1950 look seem as outmoded as grandmother’s sunbonnet. 

Time was when you could drive up to Carswell, show a Convair 
badge and say you wanted to see Capt. So-and-so. The guard waved 
you on. 


You could drive all over the 
base, even to the flight line where 
the airmen were working on B-36s 
if you had a ramp sticker on your 
car. 

That was the “old look.” 

Trying to get into Carswell 
now is more like trying to 
wangle an appointment with 
Joe Stalin while you’re carrying 
a sub-machine gun. 

The base Public Information 
staff is headed by 1st Lt. Leonard 
E. B. Andrews. He’s polite and 
thorough. But your business must 
be important or he won’t let you 
on the base. 

Fortunately, the Air Force con¬ 
siders newspapermen as repre¬ 
sentatives of the taxpayers who 
foot the government’s bills and 
keep the B-36s flying. So the 
Air Force lets down the bars. But 
just barely. 

The tour, though, is strictly on 
the Air Force’s own terms—as it 
should be. There’s not a chance 
that you’ll be able to see anything 

Convairiety Goes 
Around the Globe 

Dear Editor: 

It’s about time that I showed 
some appreciation for all the 
news that I’ve gathered from 
CONVAIRIETY, which is for¬ 
warded to me from Fort Worth 
by my brother-in-law, A1 Hoel 
who’s an illustrator there. 


—or do anything—that would 
comfort a possible enemy. 

Lt. Andrews picks you up, and 
you head for Carswell. At the 
gate, you’re stopped. You begin 
to find out about Carswell’s new 
1951 “combat look.” The AP (Air 
Police) is sporting a natty Air 
Force blue silk scarf. But he also 
carries a service revolver and a 
few other gadgets of less than 
playful nature. And the car isn’t 
getting in until the AP sees some¬ 
body’s authority. Lt. Andrews 
shows him the pass. It does the 
trick. 

Lt. Andrews tells you: “It’s all 
a part of the program to keep us 
ready for anything, any time.” 

As the car rolls on, you begin 
to see what he means. Along the 
Lake Worth front, you note the 
new 10-foot steel fence. It’s ten 
and one-half miles long and com¬ 
pletely encloses the base. No 
chance for an airman to drop a 
pole for a catfish! 

You pass by a radar weather 
installation. You note that the 
seaching antenna waves atop the 
building, though it’s 4 p.m. in the 
middle of a bright afternoon. 

You’re reassured by the secur¬ 
ity precautions everywhere you 
look: the B-36 flight line, where 
hundreds of specialists and offi¬ 
cers are at work on B-36s, is 
separated from the rest of the 
base by more of the high steel 
fence. To get through that fence, 
you need more, for instance, than 


SPECIAL DELIVERY—This new specially-built shock-absorbing 
unit now comes to Convair FW daily with J-47 jet engine nacelles 
for B-36s. Nacelles are assembled in Bell Aircraft Co.'s new Fort 
Worth plant. 


Larry Conner (ex-hangar 5) 

(Larry Conner is manager of 
the Natrona County Airport at 
Casper, Wyo.) 


ADDED STORAGE—Workmen recently were completing second 
of three pre-fabricated warehouses to serve Convair Fort Worth. 
Photo shows T. C. Brayer, D. A. Jacobson and R. W. Hill carefully 
stacking sheet aluminum in completed warehouse. 







































Defense Bond Drive to Open at FW 


CONVAIR FW SOLD 
ON BOND SAVING 

Are you trying to save up 
for a new car? 

A new home? 

A college education for the 
youngsters? 

Or a deluxe vacation? 

There’s no magic formula. But 
there’s one way that’s almost 
like magic, in the opinion of hun¬ 
dreds of Convair FW folks 
who’ve tried it. 

“We tried every way we’d ever 
heard of to save some money,” 
says Bill Williams, of B-36 nose 
and tail department. Other half 
of the “we” is Grade Williams 
in production control. 

“But we weren’t making much 
progress. 

“Then in 1943 we both came to 
work at the plant, and both 
started buying U. S. war bonds.” 

Today, in 1951—eight years 
later—they’re still buying them. 
Although today they are called 
U. S. Defense Bonds. 

Meanwhile, Bill and Grade 
used their bonds to buy a new 
house at 4805 Cedar Hill Rd. 

And Bill says: 

“Convair automatically deduct¬ 
ed money for the bonds. We 
didn’t get our hands on it—and 
never missed it. Almost before 
we realized it, we had our new 
house.” 

Bill and Grade are only two of 
approximately 6,000 Convair FW 
(Continued on page 2) 
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All Reminded 
of Convair's 
Payroll Plan 

They used to be War 
Bonds. 

Then they were U. S.. Sav¬ 
ings Bonds. 

And now they’re U. S. De¬ 
fense Bonds. 

“But they’re all the same 
thing,” commented M. L. Hicks, 
assistant division manager, as he 
announced start of a new plant¬ 
wide campaign, June 6, to en¬ 
courage Convair FW folks to join 
in defense bond purchases. 

“They’re still the world’s best 
investment—an investment in the 
future of our nation and our way 
of life. 

“They’re still a good money 
maker. You still get back, after 
10 years, four dollars for every 
three dollars you invest. 

“And Convair’s payroll deduc¬ 
tion plan for the purchase of 
U. S. defense bonds is still one 
of the easiest ways in the world 
to save money for any purpose.” 

Even before the campaign got 
under way, approximately 6,000 
Convair FW employees were 
using the Convair payroll deduc¬ 
tion plan to put aside money out 
of each pay check to go into 
bonds. This is more than 20 per 
cent of people employed at the 
plant. 

The U. S. Treasury Department 
asked Convair’s cooperation in 
the nation-wide effort to increase 
sales. 

“A lot of folks may have for¬ 
gotten that the payroll deduction 
plan is still in operation,” said 
Hicks. 

“We’re definitely not—repeat 
not—‘putting the heat on’ any 
employee. But we do want to re- 
(Continued on page 2) 

Club Schedules 
Picnic, Rodeo 

Convair FW Management Club 
members and their families are 
slated to move outdoors Sunday, 
June 10, for an all-day picnic, 
rodeo and square dance at Ernest 
Allen ranch on the Old Stove 
Foundry road. 

The ball starts rolling about 2 
p.m. with games, ice cream and 
fun for all. Pony and wagon 
rides are slated for the young¬ 
sters. Prizes will go to contest 
winners. 

The CRA Roping Club will pre¬ 
sent a rodeo at 5:30 p.m. with 
all contestants hailing from Con¬ 
vair. Rodeo events will feature 
both men and women riders. 

A campfire and weiner roast 
will follow the rodeo with food 
for all. • 

Square dancing is slated to 
begin after the campfire and last 
into the night. 

“We would like to have all 
supervisors out for the festivi¬ 
ties, whether or not they are 
members of the Management 
Club,” Wes Magnuson, chairman 
of the club’s program, says. 

In case of bad weather, the 
festivities will be held at the 
same place, June 17. 


First B-36 to Fly 1,000 Hours for 
AF Goes to SD for Modernizing 


B-36 number 073, a veteran 
model B which is the first Air 
Force-flown B-36 to chalk up 
1,000 hours in the air, will soon 
be made newer and better yet at 
Convair’s SD division. 

On Saturday, May 26, airplane 
commander First Lt. Harry R. 
Patrick put the plane down on 
the Carswell Air Force Base run¬ 
way after a 15-hour flight which 
was uneventful except for one 
thing: those 15 hours in the air 
made a total of 1,002 hours in 
flight for this particular airplane 
in one year and ten months. And 
it was the first Air Force B-36 to 


reach the mark. 

The airplane was delivered by 
Convair FW crews Aug. 2, 1949, 
and is one of the few model B 
planes still in service, as most 
already have been converted to 
newer B-36 model D’s. 

Carswell spokesmen said the 
airplane was scheduled to be fer¬ 
ried shortly to San Diego for its 
modernization treatment. When 
modernization is completed, 073 
will have six higher-powered pis¬ 
ton engines and a set of four jet 
engines, as do models now com¬ 
ing off the assembly line at Con¬ 
vair FW. 
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B-36's Safety Record Best 
Among Air Force Bombers 


CRA June Teenth 
Party Planned 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s second annual June-Teenth 
party at FW is slated for June 16 
at Greenway Park, according to 
Fred Foster, CRA Employee 
Council recreation committee 
chairman. 

Festivities get under way at 2 
p.m. and continue through the 
afternoon with activities for 
young and old. 

Games and contests for chil¬ 
dren, a jitterbug contest for all 
ages, and a softball game featur¬ 
ing the undefeated CRA negro 
softball team will highlight the 
activities. 

A barbecue dinner with all the 
trimmings, cold drinks, ice cream 
and pink lemonade will be served 
at 5 p.m. 

In case of rain or threatening 
weather, activities will be switch¬ 
ed to the Will Rogers CRA Cen¬ 
ter behind Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum. 

Tickets will be distributed to 
all negro CRA members and 
their immediate families prior to 
the party date. 


The Convair-built B-36 bomber 
has the best safety record of any 
bomber now used by the U. S. 
Air Force, the 19th Air Division 
revealed last week at Carswell 
Air Force base, Fort Worth. 

The ratio of accidents to hours 
in flight in the world’s largest 
bombers is only one-third as high 
as the ratio of accidents in me¬ 
dium bombers which have been 
in service about three times as 
long as B-36s. 

In other words: for a given 
number of hours in the air, there 
has been only one accident in¬ 
volving a B-36 for every three 
accidents involving medium 
bombers. 

The figures compiled by 19th 
Air Division statisticians take 
into consideration each of the 
five B-36 crashes which have oc¬ 
curred since the Air Force began 
using B-36s. 

National security considera¬ 
tions prevent release of the exact 
accident ratio because, AF offi¬ 
cers said, an enemy agent might 


determine from the total hours 
flown how many combat crews 
are ready for action, and how 
long it takes to train a crew. 

In addition to having a lower 
accident rate, B-36s spend more 
time in the air than do AF me¬ 
dium bombers. 

“We’re spending more time in 
the air—and attaining a better 
safety record at the same time,” 
an AF spokesman said. 

The AF stated that one reason 
for the low accident rate is the 
high degree of training given 
combat crews. Integrated into 
crew training is an intensive 
flight safety program which em¬ 
phasizes every detail from pro¬ 
pellers to an airman’s frame of 
mind. 


Job Seekers From 
All Over Nation 
Answer FW Appeal 

A few months ago, CON- 
VAIRIETY printed a job infor¬ 
mation form to be filled out by 
Convair employees’ friends or 
relatives who might like to work 
at Convair. 

FW division Employment sec¬ 
tion so far has received more 
than 200 answers from all sec¬ 
tions of the United States—and 
one from France, as well. 

The Frenchman, Roland G. 
Mignot, included a letter with 
his application blank. 

“Maybe you will find so funny 
to receive this apply for employ¬ 
ment from France,” he begins his 
letter. In closing, he says, “Ex¬ 
cuse me if I have been opportune 
to you.” 

Mignot got his job application 
form from Dan H. Spofford of 
Dept. 9-3, Convair FW. Their 
friendship began about six years 
ago when Mignot wrote to a 
magazine requesting information 
on time study. Spofford read the 
request and sent the information. 
They’ve corresponded regularly 
since then. 

Other requests for jobs at 
Convair were mailed in on CON- 
(Continued on page 2) 


COURSE COMPLETED—A. C. Hogg, left, Dept. 48, receives 
one of first certificates of completion for Elements of Supervision 
course taught at FW. Presenting certificates is J. E. Harwell, 
superintendent of wing major assembly. Looking .on is Assistant 
Superintendent R. E. Davis. 


EVERY MONTH—Every month (actually every five weeks) Mrs. 
Hall shows her 12-year-old son, Joe Gordon Huffman, another U.S. 
bond that will go toward his college education. She says: "Con¬ 
vair's payroll deduction plan is easiest way to save I know." 


EVERY WEEK DAY—Mrs. M. K. Hall works as an order clerk in 
production control at Convair Fort Worth. To help build for future, 
her weekly pay check shows a $7.50 deduction for U. S. defense 
bonds. She is shown here handing order blank to J. M. Shelton. 
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Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Lou Keay of Dspt. 26-1 wants ride 
to and from 4401 Westridge (Ridglea) 
on first shift (7 a.m.). Ext. 2290. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

ROBINSON—Daughter, Nancy Vandra, 
6 lbs. 7 J /4 07 .., born May 27 to Mr. and 

Mrs. Roger W. Robinson, Dept. 27-0. 

Instructor Killed 
In Traffic Crash 

Gilbert Rhodes Smartt of Dept. 
3-3 (second shift) Convair FW, 
was killed in a traffic accident 
Sunday night, May 20, on High¬ 
way 175. 

He had been an instructor of 
supervisory training courses at 
Convair since Feb. 6. He was 
formerly mathematics professor 
at Lamar College in Beaumont. 

Survivors are his wife and two 
children, and his mother, Mrs. 
Dan Thomas Smartt, all of Beau¬ 
mont. 

Funeral services and burial 
were in Beaumont. 


Dept. 31-2 Included 
In Kendall Present 

Ray Kendall, general foreman, 
is not only popular with Dept. 74 
folks he associates with these 
days ( as witness photo on page 
7 of May 23 CONVAIRIETY 
showing Ray with birthday pres¬ 
ent). He’s also popular in his 
former department, 31-2, as wit¬ 
ness the fact that 31-2 folks also 
helped in buying the present for 
Ray. CONVAIRIETY inadvert- 
ently failed to mention that 31-2 
people were in the act. 


T ransfers 

San Diego to Ft. Worth: Daniel L. 
Watters, to Dept. 10-1, budget super¬ 
visor. 

Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following service pins were due 
during the period Ma'y 21 through 
June 3: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 16, R. I. 
Morse; Dept. 24, C. S. Wills; Dept. 48, 
J. L. Busby; Dept. 632, G. W. Christian. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, J. H. Cherry, 
W. J. Durflinger, G. C. Haas, K. V. 
Lawson ; Dept. 9, J. E. MeCambridge, 
C. L. Polsey; Dept. 10, L. H. Boggess ; 
Dept. 13, F. H. Schoolcraft; Dept. 22, 
H. C. Hoskins, W. A. Moss; Dept. 24, 
W. V. Hostetler, O. L. Hunley, H. W. 
Moreno, D. E. Pederson. 

Dept. 31, F. C. Caldwell, R. C. Rein- 
eke; Dept. 48, C. W. Jones; Dept. 300, 

S. C. Nelson ; Dept. 340, L. E. Morrison ; 
Dept. 365, G. B. Nokes ; Dept. 401, J. H. 
Belkonen, A. M. Bowen, Hugh Gilliland ; 
Dept. 406, W. P. Cross; Dept. 632, 
Eugene Catton, G. J. Leggott, Dept. 633, 
W. E. Smith Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, Dorothy C. 
Macpherson ; Dept. 6, S. D. Berling, J. 
C. Hendee, H. E. Huebner, D. L. Rake- 
straw, L. E. Spear; Dept. 10, Clive 
Henrie; Dept. 24, William Ewert, L. D. 
Hardman ; Dept. 27, R. E. Crigler. 

Dept. 31, J. K. Laursen ; Dept. 47, R. 
W. Carnahan, H. A. Schaefer; Dept. 50, 

T. W. Crumpton ; Dept. 101, Lillian V. 
Anderson, M. H. Thrasher; Dept. 115, 
O'. B. Travis; Dept. 250, W. A. Holt, 
Rita H. Potthoff. 

Dept. 300, J. C. Ardoin ; Dept. 350, E. 
M. Manion; Dept. 360, H. W. Coyle; 
Dept. 365, A. J. Holbrook, Lizzie H. 
Hollingsworth ; Dept. 401, L. B. Raper, 
M. P. Waletrom ; Dept. 406, R. A. 
Wood; Dept. 633, F. R. Povey. 

Job Seekers From 
All Over Nation 
Answer FW Appeal 

(Continued from page 1) 
VAIRIETY applications from 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., Colorado, Tennes¬ 
see, Kansas, Missouri, and all 
southwestern states: Oklahoma, 
Louisiana, ' Arkansas and New 
Mexico. 



SEMINAR STUDIES—Dr. William Levy, left, educational director 
of National Association of Foremen, is introduced to FW division 
Convair Management Club members by C. E. Roeder, chairman 
of the club's education committee. Dr. Levy conducted a two-day 
management seminar for all club members May 21-22 at FW. 


Defense Bond Campaign Opens Next Week; 
Convair Reminded of Payroll Plan 


(Continued from page 1) 
mind each employee that this op¬ 
portunity is available, and to give 
each employee a chance to join in 
if he wants to.” 

Cards bearing the names of 
each employee were scheduled to 
be delivered to all supervision 
Thursday, along with instructions 
as to just how the campaign is 
to be handled. 

An announcement from A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager, will 
be distributed to all employees 
Friday, and the campaign proper 
will get under way Monday, June 
11 . 

“Power Behind the Nation,” a 


17-minute Warner Bros, produced 
technicolor movie provided to 
Convair by the U. S. Treasury 
Department, will be shown in 
the 50-foot aisle during two fac¬ 
tory lunch periods next week in 
support of the U. S. defense bond 
effort. 

It is called “Power Behind the 
Nation” because it emphasizes 
democracy in action—the force 
that makes the United States of 
America the richest, most pros¬ 
perous and most powerful nation 
on earth, and shows how Ameri¬ 
cans can help keep it that way 
with their purchase of U. S. de¬ 
fense bonds. 


★ Ccmtairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in two editions (Fort Worth and San Diego) 
every other Wednesday by Industrial Relations Department and distributed without 
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no advertising can be accepted. 
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CONVAIR FW SOLD 
ON BOND SAVING 

(Continued from page 1) 
folks who have been buying U. S. 
bonds regularly, and who, by 
their own practice, recommend 
Convair’s payroll deduction plan 
for purchase of bonds to others. 

Mrs. M. K. Hall, production 
control order clerk, is one of 
them. Mrs. Hall started buying 
bonds by payroll deduction when 
she came to work in 1944—and 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


she, too, is still at it. 

And she’s never yet cashed a 
bond! 

“My son, Joe Gordon, is only 
12 years old now. He’s in grade 
school. But he may want to go 
to college some day. If he does, 
these bonds will help.” 

Another Convair couple now in 
their own home as result of buy¬ 
ing bonds at Convair: Mr. and 
Mrs. Marcus B. Meroney. Marc, 
of nose and tail department, sign¬ 
ed up for bonds the year the 
plant began operation: 1942. And 
it won’t be long until he will 
have completed 10 years of bond 
buying. 

The Meroneys made a substan¬ 
tial down payment on their home 
at 1100 Sixth Avenue in 1945, 
and will have payments com¬ 
pleted in 1952. 

Now they’ve got further reason 
to buy U. S. Defense Bonds: 
their 19-year-old son, Freddie 
Lee, entered the Navy in Janu¬ 
ary. 

Some Convair folks find the 
payroll deduction bond-buying 
plan handy for laying up tidy 
sums for the proverbial “rainy 
day.” 

Such a couple is J. R. and Mar¬ 
garet Nickles, who both work in 
production control. They, too, 
started work in 1942 and began 
buying bonds. Nine years later, 
they’ve never stopped buying 
bonds; and they’ve never cashed 
one! 

“I don’t know what we will use 
the money for. It makes you feel 
pretty good to know that you’ve 
got those bonds any time you 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffe?y, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 5294. Rehearsals each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well. PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday. Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular Meeting June 
11, Ridglea CRA Center, 7:30 p.m. Second shift Camera Club chairman, A. L. 
Green, ext. 4215. Second shift meeting 10 a.m. June 11, Ridglea CRA Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHECKERS—Polly Wise, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 

! ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40, 50 foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 119C. 
Each Tuesday and Thursday, group singing 11:20 to 11:40, Dept. 31 (spot weld 
section.) 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Monthly meeting of Wing and 
Masque Players, June 14, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
April 1 to June 30, prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Em¬ 
ployee Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tuesday, 
Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 to 10 
a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—‘‘Don Winslow in the Coast Guard,” each Thursday lunch period in 
main 50-foot aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:3Q p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
I month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9 :30 p.m. for first shift, Tuesday and 
Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 2 p.m. 
Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing each 
Monday, Rockwood Park slab, beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second 
shift, each Wednesday, Northside Recreation Building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Tennis play. Forest Park, each 
Tuesday and Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. Water skiing 
every Sunday afternoon at the Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Pack a lunch and bring the family. 


need them. 


Colleges Canvassed to Recruit 
Engineering Profs for Convair 


“If anybody asks me, I’ll sure 
tell ’em that they ought to start 
buying U. S. Defense Bonds right 
away.” 


Classes in Drama 
Offered for FW 

Special classes in drama will 


Wanted: engineers, immediate 
openings! 

Such signs are appearing in in¬ 
creasing numbers across the na¬ 
tion as the defense effort con- 


meet the requirements set by 
Convair, they may be offered 
jobs with the company until their 
services to the school are neces¬ 
sary again. 


be offered Convair FW folks dur¬ 
ing the next two months by the 
CRA Wing and Masque players, 
according to commissioner Stan 
Brown. 

Two-hour classes in acting, di¬ 
recting, make-up, play writing 
and scene design will be offered 
once a week. 

Cost per class will be 50 cents. 
Qualified instructors will teach 
the classes. 

Deadline for signing up for 
classes will be June 12. To sign 
up or for further details call 
CRA office, ext. 5141. 

CRA stands for Convair Rec¬ 
reation Association, designed to 
answer needs of all Convair peo¬ 
ple. Take a look at activities on 
page 3 and join one. 


tinues to call for more and more 
trained engineers and engineer¬ 
ing students. 

As a result of the nation-wide 
critical shortage, the Engineer¬ 
ing department and the employ¬ 
ment section of Industrial Rela¬ 
tions have inaugurated a three¬ 
fold plan to help Convair FW 
meet the emergency. 

Letters are being dispatched to 
many universities to ask if the 
shortage of students is leaving 
them with an excess of engineer¬ 
ing teachers. 

F. F. Gignilliat, employment 
section supervisor, and M. L. 
Taylor, engineering’s personnel 
section supervisor, then arranged 
for Convair representatives to 
call on the schools to interview 
instructors. If the instructors 


Another plan calls for hiring 
extra engineering instructors for 
a period of at least one year. 
After that period, the professors 
would return to their schools and 
other professions would replace 
them on the Convair payroll. 

“We feel that such a program 
will not only help us in our emer¬ 
gency, but will also give instruc¬ 
tors a chance to gain valuable 
experience on the job,” says Tay¬ 
lor. 

The third plan calls for in-shop 
summer training for engineering 
students who have completed 
their junior year in college. Nine 
schools in the southwest have 
been allotted quotas of students 
under the plan and students from 
those schools will be offered sum¬ 
mer jobs at Convair. 



YEARS OF CONVAIR SERVICE—Division Manager 
A. C. Esenwein (left) congratulates three employees 
who recently received 15-year service pins at Convair 
FW. Left to right are Esenwein, E. E. Jackson, Dept. 
61; Wendell Eldred and E. Galantowicz, both of 
Dept. 6-4. 


FIFTEEN CONVAIR YEARS—M. J. Wells 
Jr., right, of Dept. 6-4, Convair FW, is con¬ 
gratulated by Division Manager A. C. Esen¬ 
wein after Wells was presented 15-year 
service pin. 
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PACKING—Counselors for Yosemite summer camp work over 
camping gear preparatory to heading for woods and first camp 
session of year which begins June 24. Convair SD folk can send 
their children for two weeks for low cost. 


Industry Advised to 
Develop Flexibility, 

Roll With Punches' 

“Roll with the punch.” 

That boxing ring axiom might 
well be heeded by management 
in American industry, Convair 
Management Club members were 
told at their May dinner meeting 
in Convair FW cafeteria. 

Speaker was Emmett F. But¬ 
ler, national director of the 
National Association of Foremen 
and Public Relations manager for 
the Maytag Co. in Newton, Iowa. 
Butler cited a long list of auto¬ 
mobile manufactuiers who were 
“knocked out” because they 
weren’t flexible enough to “roll 
with the punch.” 

Club members also were ad¬ 
dressed briefly by Dr. William 
Levy, NAF educational director. 
E. C. Costantino, president, open¬ 
ed the meeting. W. E. Magnuson 
was program chairman. 

Special guests at the meeting 
were 65 national directors of the 
NAF. Earlier, NAF directors 
were guests of Convair at a 
luncheon highlighted by a talk 
from August C. Esenwein, divi¬ 
sion manager. They later in¬ 
spected the plant. 


Convair Called a National Leader 
in Apprentice Training Program 


Approximately 125 guests— 
nearly half of them either Con¬ 
vair SD apprentices or graduates 
of the program—last week heard 
their company described as 
“among the national leaders in 
apprenticeship training.” 

Occasion was the annual dinner 
for apprentices with D. C. Wil- 
kens Jr., manager of Industrial 
Relations, as chairman and 
speakers including K. F. Leaman, 
SD division manager; Charles 
Patrick of the San Diego schools, 
and Tommy Aycock, business 
representative for I.A.M. 

Patrick pointed out that Con¬ 
vair has taken a leading role in 
industry in fostering and sup¬ 
porting apprenticeship training 
as an important part of develop¬ 
ing skilled and loyal craftsmen. 



Leaman mentioned that Con- 
vair’s prospects are for a con¬ 
tinued heavy workload which in 
turn insures continuation of the 
apprentice program at its current 
level or beyond. 

Approximately 40 apprentices 
are now at various stages in their 
four-year course. New trainees 
are added throughout the year as 
senior men complete the training 
and become journeymen. 


Bridge Club Goes to 
New Headquarters 

Convair FW Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings are now being held at 8 p.m. 
each Friday in new headquarters 
at the Will Rogers CRA Center, 
according to Wendell Eldred, 
CRA bridge commissioner. 

Winners of duplicate bridge 
play Friday, May 25, were H. H. 
Fingerton and Gilbert Anderson, 
north-south, and Mr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Hill, east-west. All are 
of Dept. 6. 

The club is sponsoring a lunch 
time duplicate bridge tournament 
in Engineering. First tourna¬ 
ment, completed May 28, consist¬ 
ed of ten tables. North-south 
winners were Lloyd Munson and 
M. M. Alexander, of structures 
group; east-west winners were 
Jules Dussourd and Bob Lusian, 
of Aerodynamics. 



PLAQUE FOR RAPID CITY—M. L. Hicks, right, assistant di¬ 
vision manager at Fort Worth, presents plaque from Convair to 
Col. R. E. Ellsworth, commander of 28th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing at Rapid City AF Base, South Dakota, in recognition of 
outstanding performance in RB-36s. Wing reached a 1000-hour- 
a-month flight time mark during March. Convair officials, including 
Hicks, flew to Rapid City to make presentation. 


Employee Services 
At FW Lists Rentals 

Many Convair Fort Worth 
folks are looking for apartments, 
rooms and houses, both furnished 
and unfurnished. 

There’s a great demand for all | 
kinds of housing, says E. G. Cro¬ 
sier, Employee Services super¬ 
visor. 

CONVAIRIETY readers with 
any type of living quarters for 
rent are invited to call the Em¬ 
ployee Services section housing 
desk, ext. 4278, and list them free 
with Helen Reed. 


Inspectors Pitch in 
For Milk, Ice Fund 

Fort Worth Star Telegram’s 
milk and ice fund for underprivi¬ 
leged children was $70.65 to the 
good this week, thanks to super¬ 
vision of Convair FW inspection 
department. 

Inspection supervisors gave a 
dance for all members of inspec¬ 
tion, Saturday, May 5. After all 
debts were paid, $70.65 remained. 

The dance committee, headed 
by Clyde Tomerlin, voted to do¬ 
nate the money to the fund which 
supplies milk and ice to families 
which otherwise would go with¬ 
out them. 


Convair Wife to Join 
Husband in Pacific 

Billie Jean Dean of Dept. 24-1, 
Convair FW, was honored by 
members of her department with 
a cake and farewell gifts Friday, 
May 25. Billie Jean had been 
with Convair since November, 
1949. 

She will sail from San Fran¬ 
cisco, June 4, aboard the U.S.S. 
Buckner to join her husband, 
T/Sgt. Dallas D. Dean, who has 
been stationed at Clark Field, 
Manilla, since May, 1950. 

She will be accompanied by her 
two sons, Dallas D. Dean III, 6, 
and Ben Lewis Dean, 4. 


Net 79s Win OAL 
Golf Team Match 

Ordnance Aerophysics Labora¬ 
tory golfers (Convair Dainger- 
field) gathered May 5 at the 
Greggton golf links for a handi¬ 
cap team match and blind bogey. 
Wayne Amelang, Dick Jackson, 
Bob Peterson and Landon Miller 
nosed out a threesome of L. C. 
White, Paul Mealy and Jim Stur- 
rock in the team match with 
average net scores of 79. Peter¬ 
son and Miller split the blind 
bogey. 


A job in Convair is a job in 
national defense. Help keep 
Uncle Sam’s secrets by keeping 
mum about your job. 


Riding Club Sets June 24 
For Annual Show at SD 


Convair San Diego’s CRA Rid¬ 
ing Club will hold its third an¬ 
nual Horse Show and Gymkhana, 
Sunday, June 24, at Aztec ring. 

The morning program, starting 
at 9:30 is for juniors, 17 and 
under, with awards for best 
dressed western boy and girl, 
winner of stake race and bending 
race and other events such as 
musical hats, “saddle and ride,” 
best trail horse, western pleasure 
horse and junior stock horse. 

The afternoon show starts at 
1:30 with grand entry and pres¬ 
entation of colors, awards for 
best dressed riders, followed by 
a slate of ten events starting 
with a bending race and closing 
with a quadrangle stake race. In 
between will be musical chairs, 
water race, jumpers, stock 


horses, and a color class for 
palominos and pintos. 

Riding Club officers are Paul 
Pearson, president; Jack Shirley, 
vice-president; Undine House, 
secretary; Jean Shirley, treas¬ 
urer, and Lee House, CRA com¬ 
missioner. For the show, “Mac” 
Clark will be announcer; Lee 
House, ring master; Horace 
Evans, judge; Lois McHugh, ring 
clerk, and Peggy Olson, entry 
clerk. 

House said the club expects 
more than 150 entries. Free 
tickets to Convair people will be 
distributed through supervision 
well in advance of the show. 

“Without question, this will be 
the best and largest show we 
have ever staged,” House said. 
“It was a big success last year 
and this year’s show will be even 
better.” 



ON THE RANGE—Convair San Diego Riding Club members 
shown during all-day ride in Santee area. So many showed up 
wagon was called into action to carry some. Members ate steaks 
in open, rested and returned to El Cajon at end of day.—Photo by 
John Mikol (Dept. 632 SD). 


Play Season Over, Drama Group 
to Conduct Stagecraft Classes 


CRA’s Wing and Masque play¬ 
ers put aside their grease paint 
and costumes for the summer 
this month after their second suc¬ 
cessful dramatic production drew 
good crowds at FW. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” a three- 
act comedy by Fay Kanin, drew 
praise for the players from all 
who witnessed the production 
during its three-night stand. 

The story centered around the 
return of Congresswoman 
Agatha Reed (Shirley Fritz) to 
her old alma mater to receive an 
honorary degree. Agatha dis¬ 
covered that her old beau, Jim 
Merrill (Lane Seever), had be¬ 
come the brow-beaten president 
of the college. 

Matt Cole (Jack Dilworth) 
shows up to photograph what 
happens for life magazine and 
renew an old romance with 
Agatha. 

Crowd pleasers in the cast in¬ 


cluded Woody Woods (Andrea 
Keck), Agatha’s secretary, and 
Miss Schackleford (Barbara See- 
vers), busy-body dean of the col¬ 
lege. 

The Wing and Masque players 
will conduct classes in acting, di¬ 
recting, make-up and stagecraft 
throughout the summer months 
and resume their dramatic sched¬ 
ule in September. 


Horseshoe Pitching 
Tourney to Begin 

A plant-wide summer horse¬ 
shoe pitching tournament is 
scheduled to get under way the 
first week in July at FW, ac¬ 
cording- to CRA horseshoe pitch¬ 
ing commissioner Finn Wahl. The 
tournament will be both singles 
and doubles and will begin with 
departmental playoffs. 



TENSE MOMENT—CRA Wing and Masque players portray 
tense moment during production of "Goodbye, My Fancy" last 
month at FW. Left to right are: Mary Carrico, Shirley Fritz, Lane 
Seever and Ed Lizarraras. 
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Human Behavior Studied 
by Supervisors at FW 



SNUGGLER—R. W. Seehorn 
(Dept. 3, SD), left, and "Albert," 
one of San Diego Zoo's famous 
gorilla babies, in close embrace. 
Seehorn, with Convair during 
war, is now back with company 
after spending intervening years 
with State Forestry Division and 
an interval with zoo. 


An 'Insider * 

Zeo Jaunt to 
Mexico Recalled 

Although all Convair SD is fa¬ 
miliar with San Diego’s world- 
famous zoo, it is fairly safe to 
assume that none is as familiar 
as R. W. Seehorn of Dept. 3 SD, 
who has spent almost as much 
time inside the cages as outside. 

In between stints with the 
State Division of Forestry, See¬ 
horn helped take care of a num¬ 
ber of the animals and even made 
one expedition into Mexico in 
search of new ones for the zoo. 

“That was several years ago. 
We were surveying the possibili¬ 
ties of trapping Mexican big horn 
sheep and antelope, studying 
their feeding habits and so on. 
It was in the wilds of Sonora, 
full of everything except people! 

“We traveled by model A. 
That’s the only contraption that 
can cover the rough country ex¬ 
cept a burro!” 

Unfortunately, the expedition 
returned empty handed, for a 
hoof and mouth disease epidemic 
developed and prevented them 
from bringing back any animals. 

Seehorn was with Convair at 
San Diego from 1940 to 1945 in 
Inspection, left to spend some 
years with the Division of For¬ 
estry on Palomar Mountain and 
in the Campo area. He returned 
to the company this fall as an 
instructor in Training, as well as 
a talented artist in visual aids. 


Role playing, with supervisors 
and foremen acting their parts 
before members of conference 
groups, is now being tried at 
Convair FW as a new way to 
emphasize the importance of the 
Golden Rule in industry. 

J. L. Budros, training section 
supervisor, explains that the role 
playing is one of several methods 
used to help supervisors and fore¬ 
men develop their own ways of 
improving human relations. 

Typical of such sessions is one 
in which a conference member 
plays the role of a disgruntled 
employee. A second conference 
member plays the role of the 
employee’s supervisor and—by 
means of what he says and what 
he does—shows how he would 
attempt to handle that particular 
human relations problem. 

The 15-hour series of confer¬ 
ences is called “Techniques of 
Supervision.” It is being attend¬ 
ed first by supervision from pro¬ 
duction control, traffic, tooling 
and plant engineering depart¬ 
ments. 

The group participation confer¬ 
ences were set up at the request 
of V. C. Gillon, production man¬ 
ager, to further improve super¬ 
visors’ understanding of leader¬ 
ship qualities and their under¬ 
standing of problems of other 
supervisors and other employees. 

The conferences include ses¬ 
sions on why people behave the 
way they do, how to obtain co¬ 
operation from others and vari¬ 


ous related topics. 

“We try not only to arrive at 
what is right and fair in our 
dealings with other people,” ex¬ 
plains Budros, “but by means of 
the course we hope that super¬ 
visors will arrive at their own 
methods of how best to handle 
those dealings.” 

Within the next few weeks, 
more than 300 supervisors will 
have completed the series. 

Crom Will Address 
SD Tool Engineers 

San Diego chapter of American 
Society of Tool Engineers will 
meet June 12 at Canterbury 
House on El Cajon Boulevard for 
a dinner session starting at 7 
p.m. 

Coffee speaker will be A. E. 
Crom of Special Projects at SD, 
discussing “Experimental Tool¬ 
ing.” Crom, chairman of the so¬ 
ciety’s “standards committee,” 
has been active in standardiza¬ 
tion of drilling of punch press 
bolster plates which has been ac¬ 
cepted by major punch press 
manufacturers. This speeds de¬ 
fense work by permitting com¬ 
panies to exchange dies without 
adaptation to presses. 

Technical speaker will be Don¬ 
ald Rasmussen of Electric Weld¬ 
ing Alloys Corp., who will talk 
on tool and die welding and sal¬ 
vage of low melting, non-fusion 
filler metal. 



PRACTICE INTERVIEW—W. C. Henderson, right, acts part of 
supervisor discussing problem with employee in one of new "Tech¬ 
niques of Supervision" conference series at Convair FW. Part of 
employee is played by R. D. Timms. It's done all in fun—but 
serves a serious purpose. (See story.) 






OH, BOY 
THE. MOUSE IS 
QUIET-WHAT A 
LOVELY CHANCE 
TO TAKE 



VE DECIDED TO \ 

MOLD ON TO OUR 
L). S. DEFENSE 
BOND AND BUY 
. ANOTHER 





RIPVAN WINKLE WAS DUMB' 
IF HE'D INVESTED $75 IN A 
U.S. DEFENSE BOND BEFORE^ 
HE TOOK HIS BIG NAP, y 
IT would've BEEN 
WORTH $133.33 
WHEN HE 
WOKE UP 



J 
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DESTINATION SD—Yawl Sindbad which William Presch, Con¬ 
vair SD engineer and member of Coast 0uard Auxiliary, plans to 
sail from Seattle to San Diego this summer. 


A Modern Sinbad 


Engineer to Sail 36-Foot Yawl 
1200 Miles Along Coast to SD 

William F. Presch, Convair San Diego engineer, was looking for 
a crew this week, volunteers to help sail a 36-footer from Seattle 
to San Diego. 


“This is no Sunday afternoon 
cruise on San Diego Bay,” Presch 
explained somewhat unnecessar¬ 
ily as he sketched his plans. 

“Prior to February when I 
joined Convair, I lived in Seat¬ 
tle. My boat is still there and 
I intend to bring her down the 
coast during July when I have 
a leave of absence. It is a total 
of 1,200 miles and if all goes 
well I will make one stop—at 
San Francisco.” 

Presch has been boning up on 
off shore cruising and recently 
finished a course in celestial 
navigation at Sweetwater high 
school. Although he is a veteran 
of cruising Puget Sound and the 
“Inside Passage” to north of 
Vancouver, this will be by far his 
most ambitious undertaking. 

“My boat is a yawl, the Sind¬ 
bad—be sure you spell that right. 
Most people spell Sindbad Sin- 
bad, but Sindbad is closer to the 
Arabic. 

“She is a good weather boat, 
sleeps four and is new as sail¬ 
boats go. She was privately 
built on an Ed Monk design 
and launched in 1946. I’ve own¬ 
ed her 4!/ 2 years and lived 
aboard much of that time.” 

Although Presch is married 
and has two children, Susan, 14, 
and Billy, 9, he will leave the 
family in San Diego while he 
makes the trip south. He hopes 
to recruit a crew of three to ac¬ 
company him. 

“Most men can get away only 
for two weeks. So I expect to 
break the cruise at San Fran¬ 
cisco, with one crew making the 
Seattle to San Francisco leg and 
another the San Francisco to 
San Diego part.” 

Recruits sign up for pleasure 
only and pay their own expenses. 
Hardy, adventurous souls can 


drop a note to Presch at his 
home, 5085 Brighton, San Di&go. 

“If I had the time I’d like to 
take six months to make the trip, 
but as it is I’ll have to keep 
going. July weather is good with 
prevailing north, northwest winds. 
I’ll probably stay 50 to 100 miles 
off shore most of the way to be 
clear of coastal traffic.” 



MARINER — Celestial naviga¬ 
tion occupies William Presch of 
Convair SD these days as he 
plans 1200-mile cruise down the 
coast from Seattle. He expects 
to stay 50 to 100 miles off shore 
to avoid big ships. 


’ Eyes' Don't Have it as Texan Flunks, 
Then Passes, Then Re-Flunks Test 


The Texan applying for a job 
at Convair FW was dejected. 

He completed his physical, 
and Examiner R. D. Jones told 
him: “You need glasses. Come 
back when you’ve got ’em.” 

In five minutes, the job 
seeker was back. Chief Jones 
gave him another test. This 
time he came through with fly¬ 
ing colors. 

“But how,” said the doctor, 
“did you get home, pick up 
your glasses, and get back here 


I so quick?” 

Said the applicant: “I didn’t 
go home. Just borrowed a pair 
from the first guy I saw when 
I left your office.” 

(He didn’t get the job. At 
least, not by press time.) 

He went home and got his 
glasses and came back for a 
third physical. 

This time, with his own 
glasses instead of borrowed 
specs, he flunked! Poor eye¬ 
sight! 
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THE BIG STRETCH—Most eye-catching of new machines to arrive so far at 
Convair San Diego is this Hufford stretch wrap forming unit recently installed in 
building I. At upper left operators are about to place a straight piece in work. 
At rigjit piece is shown being stretched and wrapped about form. Note changed 


positions of jaws. Central part of machine remains in one place but arms move 
by push-button control to whatever position is required in wrapping metal. Inset 
shows piece afterwards. Left to right: Esther Bowker, Hubert Bryant and C. F. 
Brooke, all Dept. 101. 


Electric Bill for Convair FW 
Equals Cost for City of 60,000 


SD Installs New Machines 
to Speed Military Work 

Convair San Diego this week was working with the first of an 
order for nearly a million dollars in new machine tools and equip¬ 
ment. 

Included in the order are more than 50 machines such as lathes, 
mills, grinders and jig borers. All will supplement Convair’s present 
equipment and help carry the burden of such added defense work 
as building R3Y flying boats for the Navy, B-36 components for 
the Air Force, and guided missiles. 


To throw some light on what 
otherwise might be a pretty dark 
situation, Convair FW is now 
paying more than $77,500 a 
month. 

That’s the 'largest ‘Tight bill” 
in the history of the Fort Worth 
division—and the largest single 
monthly bill ever issued to a 
regular customer by Texas Elec¬ 
tric Service Co. 

Tesco officials estimate that 
Convair FW’s usage is now 
equivalent to that used in an 
average city of 60,000 to 70,000 
people. In the first four months 
of this year, the light bill ran to 
more than a quarter million dol¬ 
lars. 

Actually, it’s for a lot more 
than “light,” although lighting 
accounts for more than half the 
bill, according to S. J. O’Leary, 
plant engineering supervisor. 

Rest of the juice goes to ma¬ 
chinery and other electrical 
equipment involved in one way or 
another in the B-36 program and 
other work. 

Most of the current is used in 
the more than 100,000 flourescent, 
mercury vapor and incandescent 
lamps. 

“We’ve got 32,690 flourescent 
fixtures alone—and each holds 
two tubes,” explains O’Leary. 
“The fixtures are five feet long 
and—put end to end—would 
reach from Fort Worth to Dal¬ 
las.” 

Replacing burned-out tubes 
alone is a major operation calling 
for a specially-built monorail ve¬ 
hicle which travels tracks hung 
at lamp-level four stories above 
the concrete floor of the B-36 
assembly building. 

A five-man crew works on the 
lamp lighting assignment, mostly 


on the third shift between mid¬ 
night and 7 a.m. so they won’t 
slow down B-36 production. 

All areas of the plant are light¬ 
ed according to latest scientific 
information. That is a level of 
35 to 40-foot candles in factory 
areas and 40 to 50-foot candles 
in office and engineering areas. 

Work platforms are painted 
white to increase visibility, and 
flooring is white concrete which 
helps reflect light up under B-36 
wings and fuselages. 

To reduce glare and make for 
eye comfort, walls throughout al¬ 
most the entire plant are a soft 
shade of green which scientific 
measurement has shown is most 
restful to the eyes. 

Even the great outdoors is not 
neglected: whenever the level of 
light outdoors becomes as dim as 
that normally encountered at 
about dusk, a photoelectric cell 
automatically turns on the 693 
outside lights without any 
prompting from human hands. 


“Injury: amputation distal and 
one-half middle joint right index 
finger.” 

Those are the dull technical 
words on a recent accident report 
at Convair FW. 

“But they give no hint of the 
pain nor of the expense the em¬ 
ployee is suffering now. Nor of 
the inconvenience he’ll suffer the 
rest of his life,” points out Fred 
R. Temple, Safety section super¬ 
visor. 

“And it was all entirely un¬ 
necessary. For two reasons. 



DRILL—Leo Heyob, operator 
of new Cincinnati-Bickford pre¬ 
cision drill at SD, demonstrates 
how it works. Bullard spacing 
table automatically shifts part 
from one position to another as 
drill does its work. 


“First, the man was a clerk 
NOT authorized to operate the 
jointer he was using. 

“And second, he made the mis¬ 
take of getting his index finger 
into the cutters. 

“So: no finger. 

“Losing your index finger is 
learning a safety lesson the hard 
way. It won’t happen to any 
more of us if we stay away from 
machines unless we’re told to 
operate them—and unless we 
know the safe way to operate 
them.” 


“Delivery of the new equip¬ 
ment is being staggered through 
the year,” J. L. Petit, chief plant 
engineer, said. “We got the first 
in early spring, but the bulk is 
yet to arrive. Shipments are 
scheduled to be arriving until 
November.” 

In addition to machine tools, 
Convair has ordered three 
large furnaces to supplement 
existing heat treat facilities. 
One is expected to reach San 
Diego in a few days. It is 40 
feet long, seven feet high, eight 
feet wide. 

Most eye-catching of the new 
equipment to arrive thus far is 
the big (60-ton) Hufford stretch 
wrap forming machine installed 
in building 1. It required a spe¬ 
cial foundation. Although Con¬ 
vair has operated smaller ver¬ 
sions of Hufford stretchers, the 
new unit was made necessary by 
demands involved in such con¬ 
tracts as for the R3Y flying 
boats. The machine is capable of 
handling pieces of material more 
than 25 feet along. It operates 
on a principle of stretching and 
bending metal at the same time, 
so that it assumes a new perma¬ 
nent shape. It is capable of 
exerting 118,000 pounds of pull 
tension! 

The Hufford operates electroni¬ 
cally from a central control panel. 
Twin jaws seize the ends of 
material to be stretched. When 


their grip is tight, the machine’s 
two great arms move in quiet 
obedience to the operator’s push 
buttons, bending the material 
about a form and stretching to 
whatever degree ordered. In a 
few seconds the material has 
taken on a new shape. 

Another unusual machine is 
the Pines hydraulic tube bender, 
model 4, whose performance is 
typical of the more massive tasks 
Convair is being called upon to 
perform. The bender is capable 
of handling up to four-inch stain¬ 
less steel tubing and is fully 
automatic. When set and put in 
operation it continues to turn 
out duplicate bends, without in¬ 
terruption. 

Elimination of jig work and 
quickened production is expected 
from the new Cincinnati-Bickford 
precision drill with Bullard spac¬ 
ing table. The drill itself remains 
in one position, moving only up 
or down. The part which is 
being drilled, however, shifts 
automatically from one position 
to another as the table moves in 
accord with pre-arranged setting. 

Distribution of the new ma¬ 
chines throughout the San Diego 
plant will be fairly general with 
Machine Shop getting the great¬ 
est number (22), but with others 
being assigned to Tool Room, 
Special Projects, Electronics 
laboratory, Sheet Metal, Tube 
Bending. 


Misuse of Jointer Costs Finger 
of Convair Man at Fort Worth 



HOW TO LOSE A FINGER—A Convair FW cm- 
ployee lost a finger just this way. He operated a 
jointer improperly with his finger trailing, below surface. 


SAFE WAY—Careful and experienced men operate 
jointer safely with both hands firmly atop board being 
planed. 


SAFER STILL—Even more careful old timers agree 
that special stick used as lever at end of board is 
safest and best. And they still have all their fingers! 











































Page 6 


CONVAIRIETy 


June 6, 1951 



VARIETY AT CONVAIR—It's a rare week when Convair at Fort Worth or San Diego doesn't 
turn up with something out of ordinary, whether it's "loud shirt day" or a picnic. Photo No. I: 
Cleon Chambers, Elbert Chambers and Mildred McCauley enjoy barbecued chicken at Lake 
Worth as members of second shift tooling hold party. No. 2: Roxie Kushwara, John Kushwara, 
Don Weems, Mary Fellows, Jim Berry, Elmer Ohlen, David Walt lunch at same party. No. 3: 
Group of Electronics and Guidance section at SD blossomed out with these shirts recently. 
Left to right, P. Muller, M. Maury, D. Hutchins, W. Nelson, S. Thorndyke, A. Roth, R. Wehr- 
mann, R. Grams, W. Hudak, W. J. Zable, R. Werner, E. Watkins, J. Crooks, T. Witowski, W. 
Thompson, R. Tyler, J. Soroski, S. Siegel, F. Herman, S. Weiss, R. Weaver. No. 4: When 


Ainsley Phillips, a Convair man for 27 years, left company recently, friends at San Diego hon¬ 
ored him at dinner party. No. 5: At Forth Worth Dept. 4 associates of Sue Rogers present 
farewell gift. Others are Dorothy Calvert, Esther Stevens, Ina Bea Jameson, Goldie Compton, 
Sue Barnes, Jane Stanley, Wilma Garner, Carolyn Ground, Doris Goodwin, Iney Goodlett, Misled 
Kelly, Ruth Daugherty, Claire Carrington. No. 6: Dept. 9-1 at FW helps W. D. Strong cele¬ 
brate birthday. Shown are Haile McGee, Ruby Harp, Mildred Gibson. No. 7: Jerry Smith of 
Dept. 44 at SD received surprise cakes on birthday, baked by Hazel Duclos, Marjorie Adkins, 
Irene Carr. 



AIR TOURISTS—Sightseeing in Hermosillo are (left to right) 
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Blancheri and Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Taylor. 
Latter are of Convair SD. 


Unscheduled Landing in Mexico 
Marks Air Vacation Jaunt 


Convair FW 'Taken to Cleaners' 
As Crews Launch Dirt Attack 


At a transportation cost of 
about $20 for each person, two 
San Diego couples last month 
flew to Mexico City and home 
again by private plane on a two- 
week vacation. 

They were C. S. (Chuck) Tay¬ 
lor of Dept. 3 San Diego, his wife 
Doris, of general office legal de¬ 
partment, and Dr. and Mrs. Ray¬ 
mond Blancheri. Dr. Blancheri, 
San Diego dentist, owns the four- 
place Ryan Navion and he and 
Taylor alternated at the controls. 

“We had more excitement 
the first day out than all the 
rest of the 1,650-mile trip,” 
Taylor reported. “Delayed in 
getting through customs at 
Tijuana, we got a late start 
and after flying over the upper 
end of the Gulf of California 
were about 60 miles north of 
Hermosillo when darkness over¬ 
took us.” 

Rather than take a chance on 



“What’s so wonderful? He 
dented the fender backing out, 
didn’t he?”—Reprinted from 
MOTOR. 


not finding a lighted field at 
Hermosillo, they looked around 
the flat desert for a place to sit 
down and fortunately found a 
large — though deserted — haci¬ 
enda with an old landing strip. 

“We tried sleeping on the 
ground by the plane but that 
didn’t work too well, so we fin¬ 
ished the night snoozing in the 
plane. It was no Waldorf- 
Astoria. ...” 

Next morning they made Her¬ 
mosillo easily and stopped for 
food. They had gone without 
supper the night before! Then 
on to Mazatlan and Guadalajara 
and Mexico City. During the 
trip they averaged about 500 
miles a day, in considerably less 
time than it would take in a car. 
The plane cruised between 130 
and 150 miles an hour, depending 
on tail winds. 

“We had no trouble getting 
gasoline, except that in the 
Land of Manana the hours for 
service depend on the individ¬ 
uals involved. At stopovers, we 
hired a boy to sleep under the 
plane as a guard. They charged 
three or four pesos, rather rea¬ 
sonable with the peso at about 
11 cents! 

“We used taxis to move around 
on the ground and rates are low. 
For a few pesos you can cover 
all the points of interest.” 

Only special equipment was an 
auxiliary tank of 20 gallons to 
supplement the regular 39-gallon 
tank. They had oxygen but didn’t 
need to use it. Highest altitude 
was 12,500 feet reached while 
going over the rugged mountains 
approaching Mexico City. 


G. D. Tinsley Weds 
Ore City, Tex., Girl 

Gerald D. Tinsley of Dept. 9-3, 
Convair FW, and Theresa Joy 
Newsom of Ore City married re¬ 
cently in the First Methodist 
Church at Ore City. 

The bride attended North 
Texas State College and Tinsley 
is a graduate of that school. The 
couple are making their home in 
Denton. 


FW Material Dept. 
Dances at Center 

Nearly 500 Convair FW em¬ 
ployees and their guests were 
scheduled to attend the Material 
Department dance Saturday, 
June 2, at the CRA Will Rogers 
Center. 

B. J. Henensdorf was in charge 
of arrangements, assisted by 
A. K. Lawley and K. Hargrove. 

Art Davis’ orchestra played 
for dancing. 


FW Second Shifters 
Dance, Eat Steak 

Material Department second 
shift folks at Convair FW gather¬ 
ed for a steak dinner and dance 
at Baker’s Place on Jacksboro 
Highway recently. 

Mildred Templen took care of 
arrangements for the party. 
Thirty-three attended. 


“Cleaning out the attic” to 
most folks means a day or so of 
hard work, but the job of clean¬ 
ing the “attic” of the world’s 
largest integrated aircraft plant 
will take the spring, summer and 
most of the winter. 

Most housewives, when they’ve 
finished, have a handful of dirt 
and dust to empty from their 
vacuum cleaners. But when the 
Convair FW cleaning job’s done, 
the “house cleaners” estimate 
they’ll have hauled out about 25 
tons of dirt! 

Cleaning crews from the All- 
American Maintenance Co. 
launched their battle against dirt 
this month at FW division with 
plans for working nine months 
to a year in completing the job. 

Heading the crews is H. E. 
Mitchell. Mitchell says: 

“I’ve worked on some big jobs 
for All-American, but this is the 
biggest. As far as I know, it’s 
the biggest cleaning job ever at¬ 
tempted.” 

Mitchell was referring to the 
three million square feet of ceil¬ 
ing area his crews will clean, 
along with 81 fan units, 30 miles 
of air conditioning ducts, 27,300 
light fixtures and other equip¬ 
ment. 

The crews are first tackling 
dirt and grime in the assembly 
building, parts plant and the air 
conditioning systems in the ad¬ 


ministration building and cafe¬ 
teria. 

How do they clean structural 
steel and beams? Just like you 
and I might clean a living room: 
with brooms, brushes and vacuum 
cleaners. 

All-American crews scramble 
out on the beams and supports 
four stories above the pavement 
dragging their cleaning hoses 
and go to work sucking up dust 
and foreign particles. 

From the floor of the assembly 
building, the workers look like 
midgets climbing on cobwebs. 

Mitchell estimates that his men 
will remove something like 50,000 
pounds of dirt and dust from the 
ceiling area alone. That’s about 
25 tons! 

“We try to eliminate as much 
dust as possible by using va¬ 
cuum sweepers and other de¬ 
vices,” explains Mitchell. 

The cleaning of the assembly 
building will minimize dust and 
other foreign particles in the air. 

Cleaning the air conditioning 
units also will improve the air 
supply, Mitchell figures. In addi¬ 
tion, it will reduce danger of 
explosions and fires. 

Few Convair FW folks have 
noticed the men high in the steel 
rafters at the north end of the 
assembly building, but it’s dead 
certain they’re taking Convair 
FW for a cleaning! 



ON THE BEAM—George Cowan perches high above Convair FW final assembly line to clean 
one of 27,300 light fixtures which cleaning crews will cover. 
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REPRESENTING SD—Convair last week entered two teams in A.A.U. volleyball tournament at 
San Diego. Back row, left to right: J. Howlan, R. E. Leadon, E. Benson, G. Lauck, N. Parsons, 
G. Norton, H. Catlin, J. Sarosky, D. Brieske; front row: D. Whitney, C. Wescott, A. C. Truex, R. 
Wodarczak, R. Bye, M. Piscatelli, R. Tyler, C. Harris. 



Ted Dorius Fires 67 to Capture 
Industrial Golf Title at SD 


Ted Dorius, Convair SD’s plant 
golf champion, last week extend¬ 
ed his rule to all San Diego in¬ 
dustry by capturing the annual 
industrial golf tournament. 

Dorius was five under Mission 
Valley’s par to eliminate Don 
Wilcox 2 and 1. 

Meanwhile, Convair players 
were having mixed success in 
other flights. 

Russ Davis of Convair took the 
first flight title but was pressed 
to 20 holes before he eliminated 
Robert Bellante. Davis and Bel- 
lante ended 18 all even, Davis 


shooting a 75. Both had pars on 
the nineteenth and Davis won the 
twentieth when his opponent 
slipped to a bogey. 

In the fifth flight finals M. C. 
Val Dez of Convair fell 5 and 4 
before L. Shultz of Solar, while 
in the eighth flight R. McLen- 
achen of Convair beat W. Jost 
one up. In the tenth flight Con- 
vair’s “Red” Leggott succumbed 
to T. Watson 4 and 2, while in 
the eleventh division Convair’s 
Farrell Boley was winning in 19 
holes from E. Magdich. 




CRA Softball Teams Chalk Up 
Wins in Championship Style 


Two Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation softball teams at FW 
continue to roll along in cham¬ 
pionship style. 

The Convair nine of the Com¬ 
mercial League swept aside two 
more opponents to remain unde¬ 
feated for the season. Ike Dun¬ 
can hurled a no-hit, no-run game 
as Convair topped St. Paul 
Methodist Church, 10-2. Houston 
Fire fell by a 3-2 count in the 
other game. 

The Bombers of the Western 
League extended their winning 
streak to six straight with vic¬ 
tories over Anchor Printing, 10-0, 
and Harris Service, 7-0. 

Dept. 76 led the Convair first 
shift league after stopping Dept. 
22-8 by 4-3, Dept. 81 by 14-7, and 
Dept. 44 by 30-2. 

Dept. 22-8 won over Dept. 20-2 
by 12-0, and Dept. 25-3 by 12-1. 


White Settlement 
Team to Beat in 
FW's Little League 

The strong White Settlement 
nine is serving pointed notice 
these days to all Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association Little League 
teams that it’s the team to beat 
in coming Convair Little League 
play at FW. 

White Settlement turned 13 
hits and three Arlington Heights 
errors into 17 runs and a 17-5 
victory in the opening game of 
the season. 

West Ridglea started rolling 
after a slow start and downed 
River Oaks, 8-7. 

River Oaks played Arlington 
Heights and West Ridglea met 
White Settlement in games last 
Saturday. 

Games this Saturday find 
River Oaks challenging White 
Settlement and West Ridglea 
playing Arlington Heights. 

All games are played on the 
Little League diamond in Liber¬ 
ator Village. 


Dept. 20-2 bested Dept. 76 by 
11-5, and Dept. 81 by 9-8. 

In other games Dept. 81 won 
a 9-7 victory over Dept. 4-4 and 
a 7-0 victory over Dept. 25-3. 
Dept. 25-3 copped a 7-0 game 
over Dept. 4-4. 

The second shift Convair 
League trailed behind the pace¬ 
setting Tooling nine. Tooling has 
won five and lost none during 
the season. 

Scores during the two-week pe¬ 
riod found Tooling besting Dept. 
47 by 2-1, and Dept. 31 by 3-1. 
Dept. 47 rapped out a 15-3 vic¬ 
tory over Dept. 31, and then beat 
Dept. 76 by 13-3. Dept. 76 top¬ 
ped Dept. 31 by 3-2. 

CVAC in the East Texas 
League won two games during 
the period, beating A. G. Con¬ 
tract, 10-0, and Dixie Maid, 6-1. 

Convair of the Texas League 
split a double header with the 
Star-Telegram, winning the 
opener, 8-6, and dropping the 
nightcap, 8-2. TCU Plumbing 
won a 10-6 victory over the same 
team. 

The B-36 Fliers won one and 
lost one in International League 
play, defeating Junior Odd Fel¬ 
lows, 12-2, and losing to Frank 
Hague, 5-3. 

CRA’s baseball entry in the 
Major City League managed to 
cop its first victory of the season 
by defeating Turf Bar, 13-12. 
They dropped two games to IAM, 
the first by 14-2, and the second 
by 8-3. Jim Hill topped the 
hardballers, 11-8. 

The CRA team of the Sunday 
League lost two games during 
the same period: to Ratliff Inde¬ 
pendents, 10-5, and Corrugated 
Box, 9-1. 


PLANT'S BEST—John O'Neil, left, Dept. 27-1 at Fort Worth, 
won 38 straight washer games before he qualified to challenge 
plant champion Wesley Gowins. Gowins beat him three out of 
five to retain title. 


FW Bowlins 


MIXED LEAGUE 


Team 

W 

L 

Lucky Strikes .. 

17 

3 

Low Gears . 

16 

4 

Jay Hawkers . 

13 

7 

Optimists . 

12 

8 

Dead Pins .. 

12 

8 

Super Poopers .. 

12 

8 

Maple Maulers . 

11 

9 

Jet Omics . 

10 

10 

3 Hits & Miss . 

9 

11 

Pin Heads . 

9 

11 

Goofs . 

9 

11 

Constrikers . 

8 

12 

Loafers . 

7 

13 

Dark Horse . 

6 

14 

Pin Up’s . 

4 

16 

Do or Die . 

.. 4 

16 

MEN’S LEAGUE 



Team 

W 

L 

Jack & Aces . 

.. 7 

1 

Hard Heads . 

.. 7 

1 

Knot Heads . 

.. 5 

3 

Retracts .. 

5 

3 

Team No. 9 . 

.. 4 

4 

Team No. 1 . 

.. 3 

5 

Team No. 2. 

.. 3 

5 

Team No. 5. 

.. 3 

5 

Team No. 10 . 

.. 2 

6 

Woodchoppers . 

.. 1 

7 


Linksmen to Explore 
Course in Mexico 

Convair SD golfers will return 
to Mexico next week for their 
monthly sweepstakes. 

Play will be Saturday and Sun¬ 
day, June 16 and 17, over the 
Agua Caliente links with 12 mer¬ 
chandise prizes offered by CRA 
for winners in a nine-hole ringer 
tournament. Awards are offered 
in each of three handicap divi¬ 
sions for low gross and first, sec¬ 
ond and third low net. 

Tee time will be 7:30 to 10 
a.m. both days. CRA Commis¬ 
sioners Russ Osgood and Frank 
Csupak will be on hand to assist 
anyone in arranging a foursome 
or helping out in handicap mat¬ 
ters. 


Convair Leads 
Little League 

Little Leaguers from Con¬ 
vair San Diego were leading 
the league last week with a 
crucial game slated for last 
Saturday which decided 
whether or not they would fin¬ 
ish first half play in this posi¬ 
tion. 

A week ago Convair beat 
Solar 2-1 and humbled Neigh¬ 
borhood House 12-0 to make 
their season’s record six wins 
and one defeat. The single loss 
was to Ryan 4-2, the team 
they met last Saturday in a 
return engagement. 


New Golf Handicap 
System Planned 

Revised handicaps for Convair 
SD golfers will result from adop¬ 
tion of a new system, CRA Com¬ 
missioner Russ Osgood said this 
week. 

“In the past we have handi¬ 
capped on a basis of six scores, 
using three-quarters of the dif¬ 
ference between average score 
and course rating,” he explained. 
“In future we plan to use four 
scores, feeling this gives us a 
better reflection of current abil¬ 
ity. Also, we plan to use seven- 
eighths of the difference between 
average score and course rating 
and may revise the latter in some 
cases.” 

(Rancho Santa Fe, despite its 
par 72, has been rated at 73 for 
handicap purposes and Mission 
Valley, though also a par 72, has 
been rated at 71. Osborne said 
he may reduce Mission Valley 
further to 70.) 

Convair handicaps will con¬ 
tinue to be revised regularly 
after each sweepstakes. 


SD Man Returns to 
Golf, Scores an Ace 

Playing his second round of 
golf in four years with a $10 set 
of golf clubs, J. M. Meyer of 
Convair San Diego required but 
a single stroke to complete the 
ninth hole of Emerald Hills last 
week. 

It was his second hole-in-one, 
though the first one, made some 
years ago at Seattle, didn’t count 
because the links were not yet 
completed. Last week’s feat was 
accomplished in a foursome com¬ 
posed of Meyer, Frank White, 


E. E. McKenzie and George Ram¬ 
sey, all of Dept. 632. Meyer used 
a nine iron on the 125-yard hole 
and the shot was no fluke. It hit 
the green and rolled true into 
the cup. Meyer’s 18-hole score 
was an 83. 


GOING GREAT—Bombers, CRA-sponsored softball team of 
Western League, are setting blistering pace in Fort Worth play. 
They are, front row, left to right: J. S. Poole, J. D. Lagodonas, 
J. L. West, Jack Evatt. Second row: B. P. Carter, E. E. Wooten, 
E. L. Wilson, A. Undrea. Back row: J. W. Lynch, Grady Goolsby, 
Herman Evatt, J. Keller. 


UNDEFEATED—These CRA softballers of Commercial League 
at FW were undefeated—at least until press time. Left to right, 
front row: Ike Duncan, Larry Duncan, E. L. Richardson. Second 
row: Bob Culberson, Mel Ward, Roy Williams, Pete Morris, Charles 
Shipp. Back row: L. R. Hardy, Earl Gregory, O, O. Strickland, R. R. 
Keith, Charles Bankhead, H. L. Richardson. 
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Convair Changed Beyond All Recognition Since 


'Birth' 28 Years Ago 



A FAR CRY—Since Convair 
was formed (as Consolidated 
Aircraft) 28 years have passed. 
Upper left shows company's first 
home at Greenwich, R. I. Upper 
right is second one at Buffalo. 
Lower photographs are recent 
pictures of present plants at 
San Diego and Fort Worth. 



Moves and Mergers Mark 
Company's 28-Year Career 

Convair passed its 28th birthday last week, a mature 
concern that long ago outgrew the swaddling clothes of 
that May 29th, 1928, when the company was formed as 
Consolidated Aircraft Co. 


If there is any resemblance 
between the company now and 
the company then, it is more than 
coincidence. It is a miracle. Be¬ 
cause in the intervening years 
Convair has changed beyond all 
recognition. It has moved from 
one coast to another, expanded 
and merged, developed its prod¬ 
ucts from single-engined frame 
and fabric planes to ten-engined 
sky giants and guided missiles. 

Back in 1923 there was little 
suspicion of the developments 
that lay ahead. Consolidated^ 
first home was a rented plant in 
East Greenwich, Rhode Island. It 
was there that the assets of the 
Dayton Wright Airplane Co. 
(formed in 1917) and Gallaudet 
Aircraft Co. (started in 1908) 
were combined by the new com¬ 
pany to complete a Gallaudet con¬ 
tract for Army TW-3 trainer 
planes. When this was com¬ 
pleted, the company shifted to 
the old Curtiss plant at Buffalo, 
N. Y., in September, 1924. 

There were ups and downs 
during the next decade. The 
company built the XPY-1 for 
the Navy (which started Con¬ 
solidated in the flying boat 
business) but lost the produc¬ 
tion contract. The bleak days 
following the 1929 crash nearly 
drove the company to the wall. 
Construction of 14 flying boats 
for the NYRBA (New York, 
Rio, Buenos Aires) airline, 
sparked by top Consolidated 
management, helped hold the 
organization together. 

Consolidated weathered the 
storm, however, with the help of 
Army contracts for A-ll attack 
planes and P-30 pursuits and 
some Navy P2Y-1 patrol ships. 
Then came the decision to “go 
west” because of year around fly¬ 
ing weather at San Diego. In 
the summer of 1935 the great 
trek began and by fall the new 
plant was operating. 

Success of the XP3Y-1 (patrol 
bomber forerunner of the PBY 
Catalina flying boat) brought im¬ 
mediate activity to the new plant 
as the Navy placed orders during 
1935, 1936 and 1937. By 1939 
the company was getting orders 
from France and Britain for 
PBYs and in December of that 
year the Navy ordered 200. 

Also in December of 1939 was 
another event of great signifi¬ 
cance. The XB-24 made its first 
flight. This was the first of the 
B-24 Liberator bombers that 
afterward carried the war to the 
enemy by the thousands. 

Meanwhile, another great air¬ 
plane company was developing. 
It was Vultee Aircraft Inc. of 
Downey, Calif., which had de¬ 
veloped from a combination of 
the Airplane Development Corp. 


(formed in 1932 by Jerry Vultee, 
engineer and pilot), Stinson Air¬ 
craft Co., and Barkey-Grow Air¬ 
craft of Detroit. Vultee was a 
subsidiary of Aviation Corp. 

In December, 1941, Vultee 
bought controlling stock in Con¬ 
solidated, though it was not until 
more than a year later, March, 
1943, that a merger as Consoli- 
dated-Vultee was achieved. 

At the peak of wartime activity 
Convair operated 13 divisions, in¬ 
cluding the great government- 
owned facility at Fort Worth 
which was completed in 1942. 
Others were at San Diego, Tuc¬ 
son, Ariz.; Miami, Fla.; Louis¬ 
ville, Ky.; Nashville, Tenn.; 
Elizabeth City, N. J.; Allentown, 
Pa.; Wayne, Mich.; New Orleans, 
La.; Vultee Field, Downey, and 
an airline, Consairways, for 
transporting material to the Pa¬ 
cific theater. 

Well before the end of the 
fighting in World War II, Con¬ 
vair responded to curtailment of 
government orders by closing 
first one division and then an¬ 
other. By the end of 1945 the 
company was reduced to five and 
later this was gradually cut to 
two: Convair Fort Worth and 
Convair San Diego, with the Ord¬ 
nance Aerophysics Laboratory 
(operated for the Navy at Dain- 
gerfield, Tex.) as part of the 
San Diego division. 

In November, 1947, after hold¬ 
ing controlling stock interest in 
Convair for six years, Aviation 
Corp. relinquished control to At¬ 
las Corp., whose president, Floyd 
B. Odium, took over as chairman 
of the Convair board of directors, 
a position he still holds. 

Though expanding greatly in 
late 1950 and early 1951, with 
increased B-36 and other busi¬ 
ness, Convair remained on a two- 
division basis until March 1 when 
a new division, first called Divi¬ 
sion 3 and later named Guided 
Missile Division was created. The 
new organization ultimately will 
move to a new plant at Pomona, 
Calif. 


Texas Gives Special OK 
For Unique B-36 Trailer 

A straight line as the shortest distance between two points is only 
academic mockery to Warren R. Neal, superintendent of Convair 
Fort Worth's Traffic department. 

Neal's department has the 


headache of supervising ship¬ 
ments of B-36 horizontal stabili¬ 
zers from the Tex-Lite Manufac¬ 
turing Co. plant in Dallas to the 
Convair FW plant. 

“It's only a matter of some 
30-odd miles. But B-36 compon¬ 
ents come big,” explained Neal. 
“In fact, the horizontal stabili¬ 
zers are about 75 feet long.” 

Investigation showed that one 
of the stabilizers could be ship¬ 
ped on a railway flat car. That 
was easy. 

“But we'd also have to pay for 
pulling another flat car in front 
of the stabilizer and a third one 
behind it. That's to be sure of 
plenty of clearance and protec¬ 
tion for the expensive compon¬ 
ents Tex-Lite is building for us 
under sub-contract.” 

Total cost of the railway 
shipment would be approxi¬ 
mately $728. 

And a big part of that cost 
would be for two flat cars 
doing no work. 

So traffic department special¬ 
ists thought longingly of ship¬ 
ping the huge components by 
truck and trailer. The hitch: 
state laws prohibit trailers of 
more than 45 feet in length. 

Undaunted, they located a 
truck firm which went before the 
Texas Railroad Commission to 
argue that B-36 production and 
the national defense effort would 
be made unnecessarily expensive 
if Convair were required to ship 
the components by rail at $728 
a trip when they could be ship¬ 
ped at only $75 by truck. 

The state railroad commission 
agreed and gave special permis¬ 
sion for use of a record-breaking 
truck trailer more than 91 feet 


long for these shipments. The 
state highway commission also 
approved. 

The C. J. Simpson Trucking 
Co. of Dallas built the specially 
designed trailer. But all the 
problems hadn't been solved yet. 

How do you get from Tex- 
Lite to Convair with a truck 
and trailer more than 90 feet 
long without tearing down a 
few buildings, filling stations 
and the like? You don’t try 
to make U-turns on a city 
street with a 90-foot truck- 
trailer combination! 

Traffic specialists consulted 
road maps and books showing 
roadway clearances. Then they 
took a car, drove a likely route, 
and stopped to measure every 
doubtful turn or doubtful under¬ 
pass. 

“Guess we were lucky,” says 
Neal. “In the route we picked as 
the best, we had to make only 
one change. That was to drive 
the long way around one under¬ 
pass we just couldn't have driven 
through. 

Now, every time a Simpson 
truck pulls a Tex-Lite made B-36 
horizontal stabilizer into the 
Convair FW 50-foot assembly 
building middle aisle, Convair 
saves the Air Force and the 
American taxpayers who foot the 
bills about $653. 

Despite its record-breaking 
size, entire loaded weight of 
truck and trailer is only slightly 
more than half the weight speci¬ 
fied by state highway commission 
as maximum. Truck, trailer, and 
B-36 horizontal stabilizer make 
a total of only 27,000 pounds. 
Maximum permitted by state is 
58,000 pounds. 


OVER THE SHOULDER 

ONE YEAR AGO 

Maj. Stephen P. Dillon is being 
transferred from Fort Worth to 
San Diego as officer in charge 
for Air Force. 

LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president, receives San Diego 
chapter, Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences, annual award for out¬ 
standing contributions to com¬ 
munity in field of aviation. 

Air Force at Fort Worth ac¬ 
cepts first RB-36. 

TWO YEARS AGO 

XC-99, world's largest land 
plane, turned over to Air Force 
by Convair. 

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh visits 
Convair FW, flies as co-pilot on 
B-36 hop. 

Convair's delta wing experi¬ 
mental plane, known until now 
as model 7002, turned over to 
Air Force for testing at Muroc 
and renamed XF-92A. 

First Convair-Liner to fly to 
China reaches Hong Kong to go 
into service for CATC. 

Fixtures arrive at San Diego 
as work on B-36 components 
gets under way. 


Convair Guardsman 
Wins Austin Trip 

John L. Shen of Dept. 48, Con¬ 
vair FW, won a trip to Austin 
and other prizes last month in a 
recruiting contest of the Texas 
National Guard. 

Sgt. Shen escorted the Texas 
National Guard Sweetheart, Miss 
Clarisse Chafey, while in Austin, 
and met Governor Shivers and 
other state officials. 

Shen is with the 249th Tank 
Battalion of the 49th Armored 
Division of the Texas National 
Guard. 


STABILIZER FLIES LOW—B-36 horizontal stabilizers "fly" low coming from Dallas to FW on spe¬ 
cially built 90-foot truck trailer which required special state action to travel highways. 
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XC-99 to Resume 
Cargo Test Flight 


Program June 25 


The Air Force next week will resume flight testing of 
the Convair-built XC-99 on completion of a modification 
program. 


Plans for the first of a series 
of new flights were being made 
this week at Kelly AF base, San 
Antonio, as AF crews assisted by 
Convair FW specialists neared 
completion of an extensive modi¬ 
fication program. 

The XC-99, cargo-transport sis¬ 
ter ship of the B-36 bomber, 
originally was designed to carry 
up to 400 troops. 

First test flight after modifi¬ 
cation is scheduled for June 25. 

The new test series will be the 
second half of a six-month pro¬ 
gram of long-range, high-priority 
cargo hauls. 

In first half of the program, 
the AF flew a total of 21,702 
miles and carried a total of 
1,306,653 pounds of cargo. This 
makes up 1,444,380,858 pound- 
miles of cargo. 

Purpose of the cargo-hauling 
project is to determine how the 
XC-99 compares in performance, 
efficiency and cost with other 
aircraft used by the Air Force. 

Improvements which have been 
made in the airplane during the 
current modifications include new 
upholstery throughout the cock¬ 
pit, as well as sound-proofing for 
the first time. 

“IPs so quiet in the cockpit now 
that you can listen comfortably 
to your favorite radio program 
while engines are roaring at full 
power,” says Ken Smith, Convair 
FW field engineer assigned to 
the XC-99 project for the past 
year. 

A new elevator has been in¬ 
stalled inside the fuselage to 
speed up loading and unloading 
cargoes which in the past have 
weighed more than 100,000 
pounds on a flight. 

Fuel tanks have been given 
new sealing with the latest mate¬ 
rials used in B-36 production air¬ 
planes. Work was done by AF 
specialists with technical assist¬ 
ance and inspection by Convair 
FW fuel sealing crews headed by 
Fay Starr, foreman, and W. B. 
Barr, assistant foreman. 

Square-tipped propellers, simi¬ 
lar to those used on B-36s, have 
replaced the round-tipped blades 
originally installed. 

Smith explains that among 
other advantages, the square-tip¬ 
ped props reduce by as much as 
50 per cent the buffeting the 
flat-sided fuselage suffers from 
the wash of six propellers. 

The new landing gear will per¬ 
mit the XC-99 in the future to 
take off at gross weights up to 
320,000 pounds. Heaviest gross 
weight previously was 312,000 
pounds. 

In addition, scores of other 
modifications, mostly technical 
in nature, have been made in 
the airframe and its various sys¬ 
tems. 

Pilot for the new series of AF 
flights will be Col. T. W. Tucker, 
who has made each of the test 
flights from Kelly. Co-pilots will 
be Lts. Albert Neuhauser and 
James Pittard. George W. Mc- 
Cune is AF project supervisor, 
(Continued on page 2) 


Jones Appointed 
Aide to Cohu 

Appointment of Edward F. 
Jones as assistant to the presi¬ 
dent was announced last week by 
Convair President LaMotte T. 
Cohu. 

During the last two years 
Jones has been chief Life maga¬ 
zine correspondent in Washing¬ 
ton and for four years prior to 
that was military correspondent 
for Time and Life in the capital. 

A native of Kansas City, Mo., 
Jones is 40 years old, is married 
and has two daughters and a 
son. His career includes 20 years 
in editorial and reportorial ca¬ 
pacities in the capital, including 
a period as city editor of the 
Washington Times Herald. 

In Convair Jones will have 
supervision over Public Relations, 
Advertising and Community ' Re¬ 
lations. 


FW Radio Program 
Aimed at Convair 

A radio program aimed directly 
at second and third shift Convair 
FW employees was scheduled to 
go on the air this week over 
radio station KCUL, Fort Worth, 
at 1420 on the radio dial. 

According to Barry Lloyd, an¬ 
nouncer, the 11:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
show was to be aimed at third 
shift employees driving to work 
and second shift employees driv¬ 
ing from work. 

Lloyd said the program would 
consist principally of recorded 
and transcribed music, numbers 
by talented Convair employees, 
interviews with Convair employ¬ 
ees and newscasts. Sponsors will 
be local merchants offering spe¬ 
cial services for second and third 
shift employees. Convair is not 
sponsoring the program, nor does 
Convair have any official connec¬ 
tion with it. 


Floberg Visits SD 
On Navy Inspection 

John J. Floberg, assistant sec¬ 
retary of the Navy for air, was 
a visitor last week at Convair SD. 

Floberg, a former lieutenant 
commander who skippered a de¬ 
stroyer-escort during the war, 
toured the plant and showed par¬ 
ticular interest in the XP5Y-1 
flying bo*at built for the Navy. 
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Burland Named 
New Manager 
Of Ind. Relations 


Cohu Pays Tribute to CRA at FW 


For Its Part in Defense Job 


Appointment of Max G. Bur- 
land as manager of Industrial 
Relations at Convair FW was an¬ 
nounced last week by A. C. Esen- 
wein, division manager. 

He succeeds R. J. Donnelly, 
who resigned. Donnelly had 
served in the post since August, 
1948. 


Also announced were the ap¬ 
pointments at Fort Worth of 
Otto A. Dworak as assistant chief 
of Materials and J. F. Considine 
as assistant chief of Industrial 
Engineering. 

Burland first joined Convair 
at San Diego in 1942, and served 
there until he was appointed di¬ 
rector of Industrial Relations in 
1947 for Hall-Scott Motor Co., 
when that organization was still 
within the Convair family of com¬ 
panies. 

For a brief period before he 
returned to Convair at FW divi¬ 
sion in May, 1950, Burland was 
personnel manager for the Paraf¬ 
fine Companies, Inc., at Emery¬ 
ville, Calif. 

Burland is a native of Battle 
Creek, Mich. He obtained a 
bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, and a Master’s in busi¬ 
ness administration from Stan¬ 
ford University. 

Burland lives with his wife and 
two children, Donald, 7, and Ken¬ 
neth, 3, at 6387 Greenway Road. 

Vacancy created in the wage 
and salary section of Industrial 
Relations was filled by transfer 
of J. L. Budros from the training 
section. In turn, the training 
section is now under supervision 
of R. B. Craig, formerly assistant 
supervisor. 

Dworak joins the FW division 
from the Columbus, Ohio, division 
of North American Aviation 
where he was purchasing agent. 

Prior to that time, Dworak 
worked 14 years with the Curtiss- 
Wright Corp. of Buffalo, N. Y., 
(Continued on page 2) 


SAVING—Roy Spivey, left, Dept. 47, bought first $1,000 U. S. 
Defense Bond in current campaign from B. C. Simmons, Convair 
FW cashier. Spivey likes to pay cash for his bonds, while thousands 
of other FW folks buy their bonds through payroll deduction plan. 

Machine Shop Leads in 
Purchase of U. S. Bonds 


Machine Shop employees took 
an early lead among factory de¬ 
partments at Convair Fort Worth 
as the plant-wide U. S. defense 
bonds campaign went into its 
second week. 

Sparked by General Foreman 
H. R. Montgomery, days, and 
Assistant General Foreman J. B. 
Gauntt, nights, Machine Shop at 
the end of the first week had 
made the best showing in two 
respects: 

They showed a bigger per¬ 
centage of increase in regular 
bond buying than any other 
factory department. 

And a higher percentage of 
employees participating. 

Largest single bond purchase 
was for 30 $100 bonds, bought 
by Garland Lowe of Final As¬ 
sembly, third shift. Purchase of 
the largest single bond—for 


$1,000—was attributed to Roy 
Spivey of Dept. 47. 

The campaign brought to light 
(Continued on page 2) 


The important role which Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association ac¬ 
tivities play in accomplishing the 
over-all mission at Convair FW 
was stressed by LaMotte T. Cohu, 
Convair president, at a June 7 
dinner honoring CRA and the 
employee council. 

The dinner was given by Con¬ 
vair at Colonial Country Club 
with A. C. Esenwein, division 
•manager, serving as host. Guests 
of honor were CRA officers and 
other members of the CRA Em¬ 
ployee Council, and their wives. 

Cohu told the approximately 
200 guests present that “working 
with and among friends,” rather 


than strangers, is an important 
factor in helping Convair folks 
perform “the most important job 
in their history.” 

“Because of our ability to build 
aircraft, we have been helping 
prevent a world-wide war,” Cohu 
stated. “It is a solemn respon¬ 
sibility . . . and CRA, through 
its team play and sports pro¬ 
grams which bring us all closer 
together, is playing an impor¬ 
tant part in Convair’s achieve¬ 
ments. 

“To all CRA officers and com¬ 
missioners: well done for your 
fine efforts in the past. I know 
(Continued on page 2) 


GIFT — H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president at Fort Worth, shows 
off gift watch he received in 
recognition of leading CRA dur¬ 
ing successful year. 


TRIBUTE TO CRA—Shown at head table during annual CRA tribute at Fort 
Worth are, left to right, J. E. Arnold of Daingerfield, Mrs. Finn Wahl and CRA 
Vice President Wahl, K. F. Leaman, SD division manager, A. C. Esenwein, FW 
division manager, Mrs. Esenwein, LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair president, R. J. 


Donnelly, then manager of Industrial Relations, H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
Mrs. Starkey, R. H. Biron, Convair vice president. Also at head table but not 
shown were Stan Brown, CRA secretary, and Mrs. Brown, J. A. Scott, CRA 
treasurer, and Mrs. Scott, and J. V. Naish, Convair vice president. 
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fay Seek CttMeJ 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

Following Forth Worth employees re¬ 
cently were awarded service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, S. A. Russel 
Jr., O. N. Thompson, R. C. Hakes, E. A. 
Phillips ; Dept. 8, J. R. Morris ; Dept. 25, 
S, J. O’Leary; Dept. 31, A. W. Willis. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, Dorothy B. 
Casteel; Dept. 6, W. A. Ransom; Dept. 
14, A. D. Brown ; Dept. 20, E. McHood ; 
Dept. 21, Hubert Goodspeed, F. A. Grim- 
mett, A. Dominguez Jr., I. E. Donnelly. 

Dept. 22, A. C. Simmons, B. T. Gill; 
Dept. 24, H. L. Arterburn ; Dept. 25, I. 
Van Hooser, H. G. Parker; Dept. 27, 
C. E. Spradley, G. K. Thompson, J. M. 
CogdiH, R. G. Thomas, W. E. Richard¬ 
son, G. R. Marshall, J. T. Brown. 

Dept. 30, J. B. Owens, R. R. Rutland, 
G. R. Stuard, W. P. Henson; Dept. 31, 
R. E. Wells; Dept. 43, E. L. Yates, H. 
F. Moore; Dept. 44, O. B. Kilpatrick; 
Dept. 45, B. A. Heffington, 'C. L. Baum- 
garner. 

Dept. 46, G. E. Crawford, T. C. Tay¬ 
lor ; Dept. 48, H. M. Wells; Dept. 50, G. 
Pantoja; Dept. 61, W. E. Davis, W. H. 
Stover; Dept. 64, A. M. Klokan, C. L. 
Whiteman, C. R. Oney, W. C. Shoe¬ 
maker; Dept. 65, L. L. Green, G. W. 
Albertson; Dept. 81, J. B. Self; Dept. 
82, W. M. Worthington. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Bright ideas on how to do their work 
better, quicker, easier, or more economi¬ 
cally brought Employee Suggestion 
awards to Convair FW employees: 

Dept. 14, J. J. Black ; Dept. 24, Elmer 
Safranek, R. K. Vance ; Dept. 26, L. A. 
Ellis; Dept. 27, J. C. Henson, T. H. 
Richards, J. D. Jordan ; Dept. 30, M. R. 
Clark, R. D. Veatch, A. F. Robertson, 
C. D. Williams. 

Dept. 31, P. W. Lane, V. B. Franks; 
Dept. 43, W. P. Mathews; Dept. 44, 
M. F. Spurlen ; Dept. 47, J. C. Ardoin, 
R. I. White ; Dept. 50, Howard Grooms ; 
Dept. 73, J. W. Colston; Dept. 81, D. 
P. Boydstun. 

FW Machine Shop 
Leads Bond Drive 

(Continued from page 1) 
another contestant for the title 
of most consistent bond buyer at 
Fort Worth. She was Mrs. M. W. 
Pittmann of Timekeeping in 
Dept. 43. She went to work for 
Convair in 1943, has been a regu¬ 
lar bond purchaser ever since, 
and with bonds has put her son, 
Cuy M. Pittmann Jr., through 
college and is prepared to do 
the same for her daughter, Mary 
Ruth, as soon as the latter fin¬ 
ishes high school. Meanwhile, 
Guy has gone to work for Con¬ 
vair in Inspection. 


Fellows, Scholars 
Return to San Diego 

Convair engineering fellows 
and scholars have been “hom- 
ing” on San Diego this month. 

Already back after their 
school year are Warner Lowe of 
N.Y.U., Robert Kuhns of Lehigh, 
Richard Meleney of Colorado U. 
Expected soon are Fred R. Wein¬ 
er of U.C.L.A., Walter D. Reeder 
and Mahlon Smith of Illinois U., 
Richard E. Martin of University 
of Minnesota, Bert MacFarlane 
of Purdue. 

Under the Convair fellowship- 
scholarship plan for engineers, 
students are helped financially 
during the school year and get 
practical experience as junior 
engineers during the summers. 


Promotions 

GUIDED MISSILE DIVISION 

Promotions effective June 1: 

Dept. 805, Purchasing: Edward Hale 
to departmental assistant, K. P. Nichol¬ 
son to buyer B. 

Dept. 809, Accounting: W. S. McCune 
to Timekeeper assistant supervisor, W. 
H. McNabb, administrative accountant. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promotions to or within supervision ef¬ 
fective June 1: 

Dept. 4-4: To Receiving and Stores 
assistant foreman, J. Boyd. 

Dept. 9-0: To Timekeeping assistant 
supervisor, R. C. Firestine. 

Dept. 27-4: To Inspection assistant 
supervisor, G. A. Knauss. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Jeanie Gayler of Dept. 22-3 wants ride 
to and from 621 Alston on first shift 
(7 a.m.). Ext. 3278. Home phone 

FAnnin 1486. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

GASKINS—Son, 8 lbs., born May 28 
to Mr. and Mrs. K. W. Gaskins, Dept. 
27-0. 

LAW—Son, Bradley Clay, 7 lbs., 2 oz., 
born June 7 to Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Law 
Jr., Dept. 31-2. 

TROUT—Son, Robert Charles, 7 lbs., 
9 oz., born June 11 to Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
E. Trout, Dept. 26-1. 

WARREN—Daughter, Lizbeth, 7 lbs. 4 
oz., born June 11 to Mr. and Mrs. Coy 
J. Warren of Dept. 27-7. 

DAINGERFIELD 

DAVIS—Daughter, Sonja Sue, 9 lbs. 
4 oz., born May 13 to Mr. and Mrs. V. 
M. Davis, OAL Burner Group. 

XC-99 to Resume 
Cargo Test Hops 

(Continued from page 1) 
and Troy L. Hill is instructor- 
flight engineer. 

Field Engineer Smith returned 
to FW division last week for a 
short tour of duty after spending 
a year and three months on the 
XC-99 project. Smith has made 
all but one of the flights flown 
from Kelly. His next assignment 
will be to another Air Force B-36 
base. 

The Convair field engineer as¬ 
signment on the XC-99 now goes 
to Larry Sontag, according to 
Ray F. Nelson, aircraft service 
supervisor of service engineering. 


White Settlement 
Leads Little Nines 

The White Settlement nine of 
CRA’s four-team 1 ittle league 
baseball loop continued to set the 
pace as summer vacations for 
Convair youngsters gave each 
team a two-game-per-week sched¬ 
ule. 

White Settlement rapped out a 
23-0 victory over West Ridglea 
and a 24-8 win over River Oaks 
to run its victory total to five 
straight for the season. 

Arlington Heights edged West 
Ridglea, 9-8, and lost to River 
Oaks by 5-4 during the past two 
weeks. Arlington Heights and 
River Oaks are deadlocked for 
second with two wins and three 
losses each. West Ridglea holds 
one win and four losses for the 
season. 


Lons Distance Hoofer to Tackle 
Annual 130-Mile LA to San Diego Trek 


Convair SD’s “walking man,” 
Patrick P. Thienes of Dept. 250, 
is planning his annual trek by 
foot from Los Angeles to San 
Diego. 

Thienes, who has spent a good 
part of his life wearing out shoe 
leather in cross country mara¬ 
thons (CONVAIRIETY, Aug. 16, 
1950), last summer made the 
jaunt from San Diego to Los An¬ 
geles in 25 hours, 50 minutes, 
total elapsed time. 

“I got lost and walked several 
miles out of my way, so I’m sure 
I can clip time off that mark,” 
Thienes said. 

Thienes, who walks for health 


and fun, is nudging 67 but can 
still run 100 yards in 12*4 sec¬ 
onds. He gets up at 4 a.m. and 
walks every morning to keep in 
shape, racking up an average of 
ten miles a day. 

“On weekends I stroll farther, 
sometimes walking out highway 
101 for 10 or 15 miles. It is too 
bad, but walking is getting to be 
a vanishing art. ...” 

Thienes said he expects to 
make the trip to Los Angeles in 
a few weeks, but wants to wait 
for the nights to get warmer. 

“I walk in shorts and it’s a 
little too chilly right now. . . . ” 
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NEW TITLES—At left is J. F. Considine, new assistant chief of 
industrial engineering at Fort Worth, and at right is Otto Dworak, 
newly named Convair FW assistant chief of materials. 


Chief Engineer at SD 
Names New Assistants 

Increasing size of Convair San Diego's Engineering 
department—which has doubled since a year ago—this 
week brought a new organizational alignment, announced 
by San Diego Chief Engineer Frank Fink. 

Main additions are two new assistant chief engineers 
and creation of an experimental flight section. 


Joining C. R. Irvine at the level 
of assistant chief engineer are 
C. D. Perrine Jr. (in charge of 
electronics) and J. E. Schirtzin- 
ger (in charge of administration 
and experimental factory). Ir¬ 
vine continues as executive over 
the various project and design 
sections and service and acts for 
Fink in the latter’s absence. 

Perrine, who joined Convair 
last year as a specialist in missile 
homing guidance systems, was an 
assistant to C. J. Breitwieser, 
then chief of engineering labora¬ 
tories and electronics and guid¬ 
ance section. Breitwieser left the 
company early this month to be¬ 
come executive assistant to the 
vice-president in charge of engi¬ 
neering for the P. R. Mallory Co. 
of Indianapolis, Ind. He had 
been with Convair since 1942. 

Perrine came to Convair from 
a position as manager of the 
electronics department for Fair- 
child Engine and Airplane Corp.’s 
guided missiles division at Farm- 
ingdale, N. Y. He joined Fair- 
child in May, 1945, as chief elec¬ 
tronics engineer. Under his di¬ 
rection and with the assistance 
of the Naval Research Labora¬ 
tory, . Fairchild developed and 
tested one of the first successful 
radar homing devices. It was 
used in the Lark, ground-to-air 
missile built for the Navy by 
Fairchild and Convair. Previous¬ 
ly, Perrine was with Hughes Air¬ 
craft, advancing from radio engi¬ 
neer to manager of the company’s 
radio division. 

Reporting to Perrine is Victor 
Welge, head of electronics guid¬ 
ance which includes Convair SD’s 
varied electronics projects as well 
as test laboratories and instru¬ 
mentation. 

Schirtzinger, formerly chief ad¬ 
ministrative engineer, has charge 

CRA Honored for 
Role in Defense 


of administration throughout 
Engineering, through the admin¬ 
istrative section headed by L. 0. 
C-ederwall, as well as direction 
over the experimental factory 
headed by A. B. McFarland. 
Schirtzinger joined Convair in 
1948 as a cost consultant. Pre¬ 
viously he had been with Douglas 
Aircraft for eight years at El 
Segundo in engineering design 
and administration and later as 
assistant to the Santa Monica 
plant manager. 

Creation of the experimental 
flight section was announced 
early this month by K. F. Lea- 
man, SD division manager, as dis¬ 
tinct from the flight section of 
Quality Control Dept. 27. Head¬ 
ing experimental flight in Engi¬ 
neering is E. D. Shannon, former 
chief pilot and veteran Convair 
test flyer. Heading the flight 
section of Quality Control and re¬ 
porting tQ R. C. Loomis, man¬ 
ager, is A. C. Bussy, former as¬ 
sistant chief pilot, also a veteran 
Convair airman. 

Experimental flight responsi¬ 
bilities include planning test 
flights, data reduction and analy¬ 
sis, flight test observation, in¬ 
strument layout and calibration 
and conduct of CAA and govern¬ 
ment flight programs for both 
aircraft and missiles. Quality 
Control flight section responsi¬ 
bilities include production flight 
operations, passenger and cargo 
flights, demonstrations and cus¬ 
tomer training for production air¬ 
planes and deliveries. 

Engineering’s personnel total 
at San Diego has more than 
doubled during the last 12 
months, Fink reported in explain¬ 
ing the addition of two assistant 
chief engineers. The total as of 
May 31, 1950 was 818. The total 
on Jan. 1, 1951 was 1,242 and on 
May 31, 1951 was 1,696. The 
growth reflects the step-up in 
Convair activity generally as well 
as increased emphasis upon elec¬ 
tronic projects. 


Burland Heads 
Ind. Relations 

(Continued from page 1) 
and Columbus, Ohio, as materials 
manager. Earlier, he served as 
a traffic manager and purchasing 
agent for the Pratt and Latch- 
worth Co. of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Considine formerly worked 
with Consolidated Vultee at the 
Louisville, San Diego, and Allen¬ 
town divisions as chief industrial 
engineer. 

His most recent job was with 
Ryan Aeronautical Co. of San 
Diego, where he served as an in¬ 
dustrial engineer and production 
control superintendent. 

Considine has also been asso¬ 
ciated with the Chrysler Corp. of 
Canada and the Universal Cooler 
Corp. of Detroit in industrial 
engineering. 


B-36 Data Helps AF 
In Training Course 

A “pat on the back” for Con- 
vair’s efforts at keeping Shep¬ 
pard Air Force Base personnel 
up-to-the-minute on latest B-36 
developments came this week 
from Capt. J. C. Stephens at the 
Wichita Falls, Tex., base. 

Stephens is officer in charge 
of specialized courses for AF me¬ 
chanics and maintenance men 
being trained for B-36 duties. He 
reported that the work of such 
men as R. H. Brickley, Convair 
FW field engineer now stationed 
at Sheppard, is important in pre¬ 
senting latest B-36 technical data, 
and contributes substantially to 
success of the AF courses. 


Ball Tickets at FW 
Continue on Sale 

There are still lots of baseball 
tickets to the Cats’ home games 
on sale at reduced price, says 
E. G. Crosier, Employee Services 
supervisor. 

They’re selling in the CRA 
office for 90 cents, a 10 per cent 
reduction in gate prices. Tickets 
are good for any home game any 
night. They may be used either 
for admittance to the general ad¬ 
mission stands, or are good for 
$1 toward purchase of a reserved 
seat. 

Employees may obtain the 
tickets by requesting their de¬ 
partment clerks to purchase them 
in CRA office of employee serv¬ 
ices section. 


Annual Spring Frolic 
Draws 500 Dancers 

The annual spring square 
dance roundup at Pacific Square 
May 29 brought together more 
than 500 dancers from clubs over 
San Diego county. Even some 
clubs from outside the county 
were represented, according to 
Claude Bissell, CRA square dance 
commissioner. Music was furnish¬ 
ed by the Texas Ramblers. 

Special flower arrangements 
were furnished through courtesy 
of Mike Delva, garden club com¬ 
missioner, assisted by Mrs. M. G. 

Osborn. 


(Continued from page 1) 
that you will do an even better 
job in the future.” 

Joining Cohu and Esenwein in 
the expression of appreciation for 
CRA activities were R. H. Biron 
and J. V. Naish, Convair vice- 
presidents; Ken F. Leaman, SD 
division manager; J. E. Arnold, 
of Convair’s aerophysics labora¬ 
tory at Daingerfield, Tex.; and 
members of the Convair FW divi¬ 
sion manager’s staff and their 
wives. 

R. J. Donnelly, then Industrial 
Relations manager, served as 
master of ceremonies and pre¬ 
sented H. G. Starkey, CRA presi¬ 
dent, an engraved wrist watch 
as a token of Convair’s apprecia¬ 
tion for Starkey’s CRA work. 

Other CRA officers at the 
head table were Finn Wahl, vice- 
president; Stan Brown, secretary; 
and John A. Scott, treasurer. Mrs. 
Esenwein, Mrs. Starkey, Mrs. 
Wahl, Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Brown 
accompanied their husbands. 



NEW ASSISTANTS—C. D. Perrine Jr., left, and J. E. Schirtzinger, 
newly named assistant chief engineers at San Diego. Perrine will 
direct electronic activities while Schirtzinger will handle adminis¬ 
tration and experimental factory. 
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UNDER THE STARS—CRA square dancers at FW enjoy cool breezes in first open air dancing 
session of 1951 summer at Rockwood Park. Sessions are held each Monday night there. Beginners 
dance from 7 to 8 p.m. and advanced swingers from 8 to 10 p.m. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


CRA Activities at Convair FW 

BADMINTON—'Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Rehearsals each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well. PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular Camera Club 
meeting June 25, Ridglea CRA Center, 7 :30 p.m. Second shift 'Camera Club chair¬ 
man, A. L. Green, ext. 4215. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50 foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 
119C. Each Tuesday and Thursday, group singing 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 
31 (spot weld section.) 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Drama classes forming. Con¬ 
tact commissioner for dates. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
continues to June 30, prizes for largest bass, erappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Em¬ 
ployee Service section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tues¬ 
day, Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 
10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday ; 9 to 
10 a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant-wide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. Departmental play-offs to start June 25. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lighting Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7 :30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, ext. 
5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9:30 p.m. for first shift: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 
2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing each 
Monday, Rockwood Park slab, beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second 
shift, each Wednesday, Northside Recreation Building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. Convair 
Stamp Club meeting and movie night, July 3, Will Rogers CRA Center, 7:45 p.m. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Tennis play, Forest Park, 
each Tuesday and Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. Water skiing 
every Sunday afternoon at the Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Pack a lunch and bring the family. 



“Mind if I sign in catchup? I can’t stand the sight of blood.” 


Eichholtz, Green 
Club Winners 

Gene Eichholtz of Dept. 6-9, 
Convair FW, and A1 Green, of 
Dept. 44, won first places in the 
annual Camera Club contest 
covering a year’s work, Stan Or¬ 
rick, camera commissioner for 
CRA, announced this week. 

Eichholtz won “Print of the 
Year” and Green, “Slide of the 
Year.” 

Nationally known amateur 
photographers in St. Louis 
judged the contest. 

Eichholtz’s picture was a still 
life arrangement of flash bulbs 
titled “The New Master.” Green’s 
slide was a night campfire scene 
entitled “Just Living.” 

The winners received merchan¬ 
dise awards. 

Mrs. L. S. Orrick was awarded 
title of “Photographer of the 
Year” on the basis of quarterly 
contest awards.. 

June 25 meeting will be a pro¬ 
gram from Eastman Kodak Com¬ 
pany called the “Master’s Series.” 


Auditors Find CRA 
Finances Okay 

Convair Recreation Association 
at San Diego got a clean bill of 
health this week as auditors 
completed a study of the asso¬ 
ciation’s affairs during the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 1951. 

Total income during the year 
was $33,993.05, the majority of 
which accrued from soft drink 
and candy machine sales through¬ 
out the plant. Expenditures 
totaled $18,664.45 for various 
activities and employee welfare. 

The audit was prepared by 
V. L. Wooten, chief internal 
auditor, San Diego division. 


Choral Club Renews 
Activity at SD 

Plans for reviving the CRA 
choral club at San Diego were 
under way this week with the 
organization of a quartet which 
has started rehearsals. It is 
hoped to have a choral group ac¬ 
tive in the near future. 

Anyone interested may get ad¬ 
ditional information by contact¬ 
ing Jack Reynolds, choral club 
commissioner, at ext. 633 or his 
home, Humboldt 8-5094. If you 
like to sing you are welcome. 


New Movie Serial 
Under Way at FW 

A new movie serial, “Lightning 
Warriors,” opened last Thursday, 
June 14, in the main aisle of the 
Convair FW assembly building, 
according to E. G. Crosier, Em¬ 
ployee Services supervisor. It 
will be shown at factory lunch 
periods each Thursday for 15 
weeks. 


June 24 Date for Fort Worth 
Rodeo at Circle R Arena 


It’s rodeo time at Fort Worth 
again, podner! 

June 24’s the date, 4 p.m.’s 
the time, and Circle R arena’s 
the place. 

Pistol Team Shades 
Wardens in Match 

In a center fire match held at 
the San Diego police pistol range, 
Sunday, June 10, the Convair pis¬ 
tol team beat the California Divi¬ 
sion of Fish and Game wardens 
and reserve wardens pistol team 
by a close margin of 1,329 to 
1,321. 

Convair team members were 
Bill Dittmann, Clark Kerr, Carl 
Corden, all of Dept. 6; Russ Mor- 
risette, Dept. 31, and Ash Bishop, 
Dept. 401. Corden was high Con¬ 
vair shooter with a 282-point 
score. 


Next Camp Session 
To Start July 7 

There are still openings for 
youngsters in the Yosemite sum¬ 
mer camp. Next two-week camp 
session will begin July 7 and run 
to July 21, followed by the pe¬ 
riod July 21 to August 4, August 
4 to 18, and the last camp from 
August 18 to Sept. 1. 

This is a splendid opportunity 
for children to enjoy a two-weeks 
outing away from home under 
careful supervision. There will be 
swimming, hiking, craft-work, 
camp fires, and hot dog roasts, 
with prizes and awards, and 
above all, plenty of good food. 
Cost for the two-week camp is 
$45, which includes transporta¬ 
tion to and from Yosemite in 
chartered busses. Reservations 
may be made through Employee 
Service, building 32, San Diego. 


Rockhounds Enter 
Work in SD Fair 

Convair SD Rockhounds this 
week were getting ready to enter 
six showcases of exhibits, rang¬ 
ing from faceted stones and 
jewelry to cabachons, in the San 
Diego County Fair starting June 
29 and lasting until July 8. 

Jack Benedict, CRA commis¬ 
sioner, said the exhibit this year 
will be competing against other 
entries for cash prizes of $40 for 
first, $30 for second, $20 for 
third. Convair rockhounds will be 
assigned to the fair grounds to 
operate grinders, sanders, saws, 
etc., at regular times during the 
fair, as part of the exhibit. 


‘ Target: Peace ’ Film 
To Be Shown at Fair 

The B-36 documentary film 
“Target: Peace” will be shown 
several times during the San 
Diego County Fair, June 29 
through July 8, in the Preview 
of Progress tent. 


It’s being sponsored by CRA 
Roping Club, announces Jim 
Shackelford, CRA roping com¬ 
missioner. 

Bulldogging event will be held 
for the first time this year, and 
other events include bull riding, 
bronc riding, and ladies’ barrel 
race. Two professional clowns 
have been signed for the event. 

Admission will be by ticket 
only. Admission is free, and 
tickets are available from depart¬ 
ment clerks. 


CRA Center Offers 
Cool Meeting Rooms 

Air conditioned meeting rooms 
are now available to all Convair 
FW and Air Force people who 
would like to hold meetings for 
CRA events or form clubs of any 
sort, according to H. G. Starkey, 
CRA president. 

The club rooms are located in 
the Will Rogers CRA Center and 
are available for all shifts. 

“We would like to see those 
interested in forming new clubs 
in such activities as leathercraft, 
ceramics, model building or other 
crafts take advantage of the club 
rooms,” Starkey says. 

Tables, chairs and other equip¬ 
ment are available for meetings 
during the day or night. 

People interested in using the 
club rooms may make reserva¬ 
tions for them by calling E. G. 
Crosier, ext. 4250. 

Bridge Authority 
To Give Lessons 

A series of six instruction ses¬ 
sions in bridge is now being of¬ 
fered by FW Convair Bridge 
Club, according to Wendell El¬ 
dred, CRA bridge commissioner. 

Lessons started last Friday, 
June 15, and will be held each 
Friday at 8 p.m. at Will Rogers 
CRA Center on Crestline Road. 
H. H. Pinkerton, a recognized 
bridge authority, will base his 
instructions on the Goren system 
of bidding and play. 

Usual playing fee of 50 cents 
a session is charged. For addi¬ 
tional information, contact E. M. 
Propper, Structures Group in 
Dept. 6. 


Camera Bugs Will 
Show Color Slides 

Highlight of the SD Camera 
Club meeting Monday, June 25, 
in the Conference building, Bal¬ 
boa Park, will be color slides 
taken by club members. 

Camera fans who took shots of 
models at the last meeting are 
requested to bring them in for 
display. 

Topic for quarterly picture con¬ 
test is “Beach Shots” and C. E. 
Schultz, ’ CRA commissioner, 
warns that all pictures must be 
in by July 9. 



RIBBON WINNERS—CRA color guard at San Diego shown 
receiving ribbon at recent Rock and Ride show. Mounted, left to 
right, Bill Bowlen, Don Olson, Paul Pearson, Lee House Sr., Odell 
Browning.-—(Photo by John Mikol, Dept. 632 SD.) 
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THOSE MINOR CHORDS—Noontime air Convair SD gets 
dose of barbershop harmony produced by, left to right, Bob Camp¬ 
bell, Dana Reed, John Mulvey and Tom Calle, who call themselves 
Misguided Minstrels. 

Barbershop Four at SD Uses Top 
of Building For Lung Practice 


When the wind is right some¬ 
times at high noon at San Diego 
a pair of sharp ears outside 
building 1 can hear “Meet Me 
Tonight in Dreamland” appar¬ 
ently descending from heaven. 

It is heavenly singing all right 
—for those who like barber shop 
harmony—but even the singers 
themselves would never lay claim 
to being angels. They are four 
Convair engineers who call them¬ 
selves the Misguided Minstrels 
and they use the top of building 
1 during lunch time as a place to 
practice. 

Current membership includes 
Robert Campbell as tenor, Dana 
Reed as lead, * John Mulvey as 
baritone, and Tom Calle as bass. 

“Our membership is far from 
static,” Mulvey said. “Camp¬ 
bell and I are the only ones 
with the original four that 
started a year ago. During the 
interval we’ve had members 
join, stay awhile, leave because 
of changed hours, then return 
only to leave again later. Other 
members at one time or an¬ 
other have been Jerry De Die- 


mar, a bass; Ernie Walton, who 
was unique in that he could 
sing either tenor or bass, and 
Ernie Andrew, a lead.” 

The roof of building 1 makes 
a good spot for practice, Mulvey 
said, and there are few to be 
bothered except for a few of the 
antennae research men who have 
a “penthouse” nearby. 

“They’re good about it and 
don’t mind us, except when we 
try out a new number and hit 
a few sour ones. Then they sound 
off!” 

The Minstrels have appeared 
before the San Diego barbershop 
singing chapter and hope to be 
chosen for a number in the an¬ 
nual barbershop show held in 
Russ auditorium. 


CRICKET CLUB 

Convair SD men who have 
played cricket have been invited 
to join the San Diego Cricket 
Club. Any players interested 
were asked to contact C. H. Elk- 
ington, G-5-2217. All equipment 
is supplied by the club. 


Missile Students 
Inspect SD Plant 

Fifty members of a guided 
missiles school at Fort Bliss, 
Tex., were guests of Convair 
last week on their annual field 
trip to the West coast. Included 
in the group were officers of the 
Air Force, Army, Navy, and Ma¬ 
rine Corps. 

Welcomed by R. C. Sebold, 
vice-president Engineering, the 
visitors were given an intensive 
two-day insight into Convair 
operations including tours of as¬ 
sembly buildings and talks on 
missile development and flight 
testing. 


Convair Man Finds, 
Returns Lost Purse 

When John Romeo (Dept. 9 
SD) lost his wallet containing 
$40 and all his credentials 
somewhere in downtown San 
Diego, he had little hope of 
recovery. 

As it turned out he lacked 
faith in the honesty of his fel¬ 
low men, for the next day, 
Royal A. Coffman, Dept. 360 
assembler, looked him up and 
returned the wallet. He had 
found it on a downtown street 
corner, apparently a few min¬ 
utes after it dropped from 
Romeo’s pocket. 

“If Diogenes were around, he 
could end his search!” Romeo 
commented as he forked over 
a reward. 



“Quit pushing! QUIT PUSH¬ 
ING !”■—From COSMOPOLITAN. 


HIGH JINKS — During party for C. J. Breitwieser skits lampooned typical experiences in elec¬ 
tronics at San Diego. At left Lee Sheridan (as Breitwieser), Bob Werner (as "ace designer" wearing 
trick headgear), and Jim Crooks (as "junior engineer" who was allowed to say nothing but "goo") 
act out their version of an engineering conference. At right Breitwieser opens gag gift, "wave 
guide plumbing" (whatever that is!) which he was overly fond of explaining to visiting firemen. 



Life in Electronics at SD Lampooned at Farewell 


A farewell party for C. J. 
Breitwieser early this month 
turned into an hilarious burlesque 
highlighting some of the lighter 
moments of life in electronics at 
Convair San Diego. 

A series of skits that followed 
dinner in the San Diego hotel 
kept the more than 100 engineers 
who attended in various stages 
of merriment ranging from guf¬ 
faws to near hysteria. 

Lee Sheridan, playing the role 
of Breitwieser, starred in most 
of the skits. He sported a red 


badge as big as a saucer that lit 
up on occasion like a neon sign. 
During one scene the players 
lampooned a typical skull session 
among engineers with Buck 
Rogers leanings. Bob Werner (as 
the “ace designer”) claimed: 

“We are going at this mis¬ 
siles thing exactly backwards. 
We’re missing the boat. What 
we want is not guided missiles 
but guided ‘hittles’! (Misses 
. . . hits . . . get it?) If it’s 
misses they want, then we’re 
doing 100 per cent. ...” 


Meanwhile, Jim Crooks in the 
part of the “junior engineer” 
couldn’t even get into the script 
and was limited to a few “goos.” 

Master of ceremonies was C. 
H. Westcott who during the eve¬ 
ning introduced C. D. Perrine Jr., 
new assistant chief engineer at 
San Diego in charge of electron¬ 
ics. Breitwieser, who left the 
company after about 10 years, is 
going to the P. R. Mallory Co. 
of Indianapolis, Ind. As farewell 
gifts, the electronics men pre¬ 
sented him with a desk set and 
a traveling bag. 



PROFESSOR PONDERS—Professor Ray Matson, chairman of 
mechanical engineering department at SMU, uses illustrations and 
protractor to explain problem in Convair FW graduate engineering 
class. Professor Matson is one of several SMU instructors teaching 
courses at FW. 

FW Graduate Engineers Study For 
Master s Degrees in Convair Plan 


Seventy-three graduate engi¬ 
neers at Convair FW this month 
launched studies leading to mas¬ 
ter’s degrees in a graduate study 
program sponsored jointly by 
Convair and Southern Methodist 
University. 

The three-hour classes are held 
at the plant one night a week on 
the engineers’ own time. The 16- 
week courses will give the stu¬ 
dents a total of 48 classroom 
hours or three semester hours 
toward a master’s degree. 

The instruction cost for the 
courses are being paid by Convair 
and the Air Force. Each student 
pays a $30 tuition fee per course, 
but will be reimbursed by Con¬ 
vair for that amount if he makes 
a “B” or better upon completion 
of the course. 

The classes were set up to aid 
both the individual, by giving 


him a chance to obtain his mas¬ 
ter’s degree while continuing 
work at Convair, and to aid Con¬ 
vair in these days of critical 
shortages of engineering person¬ 
nel. 

Subjects include: “Dynamics of 
Machinery,” “Advanced Strength 
of Materials,” “Advanced Ther¬ 
modynamics,” and “Electromag¬ 
netic Theory.” 


GRADUATION SPEAKER 
Budge V. Lee, budget manager 
at Convair FW, was commence¬ 
ment speaker at the May gradua¬ 
tion exercises at White Settle¬ 
ment School. Lee urged gradu¬ 
ates in coming years to concen¬ 
trate on learning how to do a 
few things well, rather than 
doing only a mediocre job of 
many things. 


Convair Man Now in Air Force 
Commended on Flying Tackle 


A timely tackle last month 
brought two letters of commen¬ 
dation to a former Convair SD 
man undergoing basic training in 
the Air Force. His tackle stop¬ 
ped an escaping prisoner in his 
tracks. 

The former Convair man is 
Rey Dee Fackrell who until May 
14 was a member of Dept. 47. 
His father is Howard D. Fackrell 
of Plant Protection and his 
mother is in Dept. 632 at SD. 

Young Fackrell, assigned to 
the 3738th Training Squadron, 
3730th Basic Training Group, at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Tex., was off duty one 
evening when he heard shots. 
They were fired by guards try¬ 
ing to bring down a fugitive. 
Fackrell and one of his buddies 
took out after the fleeing prison¬ 
er and Fackrell repeated a tackle 
that back in 1949 while playing 
football for Grossmont high 
school brought him the title of 
“best linesman.” 

Lackland’s police and prison 
officer wrote the first letter of 
commendation “for outstanding 
action in apprehension of a 
prisoner attempting to escape,” 
adding “your quick thinking 
and action . . . without regard 
for possible danger to yourself, 
displayed the type of exem¬ 
plary character of which the 
Air Force is proud.” The sec¬ 
ond letter, along similar lines, 



“Have you reached a verdict?” 
—From COSMOPOLITAN. 


came from his commanding 
officer. 

Since the incident, Fackrell has 
been shifted to Sheppard Air 
Force Base at Wichita Falls, Tex. 

An outstanding grid player 
during his years at Grossmont 
and later at San Diego junior 
college, young Fackrell—as you 
can guess by now—played tackle. 



COMMENDED—Rey D. Fack¬ 
rell, left, formerly of Dept. 47 
SD, and his father, Howard D. 
Fackrell of Dept. 13, shown before 
former left to enter Air Force. 
Though in AF only a few weeks, 
Rey already has two letters of 
commendation, earned for stop¬ 
ping a fugitive. 
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MORE SOLID COMFORT—Some of comforts of home are becoming perma¬ 
nent part of B-36. At left M. W. Schelper at Fort Worth dons chef's attire to 
whip up meal on electric galley. Center shows J. E. Moad putting on chow bag 


in aft cabin while E. R. Merrill demonstrates how airman can sack out in new 
type bunk. Set those nylon pillows! At right T. W. Williams tries out wash 
stand in new rest room facility. 


Traveling 'Tailor Shop' Fits 
B-36 Sound Proof Panels 


Soft Blankets, Hot Food 
Mark B-36s Nowadays 


A “tailor shop” on wheels is 
helping make B-36s the “best 
dressed airplane” at Convair San 
Diego. 

The shop fashions the more 
than 150 different sized panels of 
wool and fibre glass that snap 
onto bulkheads inside the ship 
and help sound proof against 
noise. 

“We are about as mobile as 
you can get,” D. A. Grimes, as¬ 
sistant foreman, Dept. 634, ex¬ 
plained. “Everything is on 
wheels. When we move from 
one airplane to another we just 
push!” 

The unit consists of a main 
room with wood floor and canvas 
roof and walls, on the general 
contour of a Quonset hut. Also 
on wheels are tables for outside 
work, flood lights and a tool 
house. 

In use for some time at Fort 
Worth, the idea was put into 
effect at San Diego last fall to 
eliminate the inconveniences of 
distance when the panel shop was 
located in building 3, somewhat 
removed from the B-36 line. This 
meant going back and forth for 
minor alterations. Now with the 
shop only a few paces from the 
airplane involved, it is a cinch. 

To someone unfamiliar with the 
work, fashioning the different 
odd-shaped panels (97 in the nose 
section, 59 in the aft cabin) is 
like working a giant Chinese puz¬ 
zle. Each panel is unique and 
must be carefully constructed to 
fit snugly around instruments 
and openings. Starting with 
panels of only approximate size, 
they must be literally tailor made 
to fit. Using a template system, 
the sound-proofing team arrives 
at an exact design, makes up the 
finished product in the traveling 
shop, installs it in the ship by 
means of snaps. 

“Hundreds of cut-outs are in¬ 
volved to give close fits around 
such things as door handles,” 
Grimes continued. “Sewing ma¬ 
chines make the seams and we 
have another tool to install snaps, 
n various locations on the panels 
which otherwise would wear from 
rubbing, we install protective 
patches of nylon.” 

In addition to making panels, 
the group also cuts and fits the 
nearly 30 different sections of 
carpeting, made of Vinyal with 
sponge rubber backing. 

“Sometimes we feel like 



“The chips are down, Miss 
LaHaye.” — From COSMOPOLI¬ 
TAN. 


Omar the tentmaker, seldom in 
one place for long,” Grimes 
added. “But our mobile rig has 
been a big help in bringing the 
‘mountain to Mohammed’ or 
vice versa.” 


Convair FW will show B-36 
parts and assemblies in its ex¬ 
hibit space at the Armed Forces 
“small business clinic” in Fort 
Worth June 25 through 30 at 
Will Rogers Memorial Coliseum. 

The clinic is being sponsored by 
the Air Force, Army and Navy. 

Prime contractors of the South, 
Southwest, Midwest and Rocky 
Mountains will display products 
they are now making for the 
three branches of the Armed 
Forces for information of manu¬ 
facturers who are potential sub¬ 
contractors. 

Major sub-contractors also will 
exhibit their products for the 
benefit of smaller businesses will- 


July 4th Holiday 

As CONVAIRIETY’S next dis- 
tribution date falls on the July 
4th holiday, distribution at both 
San Diego and Fort Worth will 
be delayed until the following 
day, Thursday, July 5. 

Except for skeleton mainte¬ 
nance and Plant Protection crews, 
all Convair divisions will observe 
Independence Day by closing. 


ing to undertake sub-contract 
manufacturing. 

Convair’s exhibit space is to be 
100 feet by 10 feet at the West 
side of the Coliseum. The exhibit 
is to be backed by blue velour 
drape and stalls will be carpeted 
in maroon. 

Major B-36 assemblies to be 
exhibited include bomb bay doors, 
trailing edges, tow bars, main 
landing gear struts and tail cones. 

In addition, scores of sub-con¬ 
tracted and purchased items will 
be in the Convair display. 

Convair representatives will be 
on hand at all times to describe 
the exhibit to potential sub-con¬ 
tractors and other visitors. 


Time was when a pilot armed 
himself with cold sandwiches, 
thermos bottles and cookies when 
he planned to be aloft for any 
length of time. 

But not any more! 

Now they take off in B-36s 
carrying complete galleys, ice 
boxes, and storage compartments 
holding enough food to last two 
or three days. 

All the latest in conveniences 
are being installed on B-36s at 
Convair FW as a part of the 
combat crew effectiveness pro¬ 
gram of the Air Force and Con¬ 
vair. 

A1 P. Higgins, development 
manager, explains that his crews 
in the hangar building have just 
completed the first B-36 incor¬ 
porating all the new items for 
crew effectiveness, but that all 
production models will be likewise 
equipped in the future. 

Climb aboard a B-36 being 
readied for Air Force service 
by development department 
crewmen at FW and you’ll see 
how much thought is being 
given to help keep the B-36 
crewman at a high point of 
efficiency during the long- 
range missions. 

Mount the ladder into the aft 
compartment and the first thing 


Sub-contracts, Materials and 
Public Relations are in charge 
of preparing the various Convair 
exhibits. 

The exhibit will be restricted 
from Monday, June 25, to Friday, 
June 29, to manufacturers; but 
on Saturday, June 30, its displays 
will be open to the public. The 
three branches of the Armed 
Forces will combine in a demon¬ 
stration of military might. 

The exhibit will permit engi¬ 
neering and contracting repre¬ 
sentatives of the prime contrac¬ 
tors to get together with small 
manufacturers to discuss actual 
products. 


that greets the eye is a new all- 
metal galley complete with two 
electric burners for preparing any 
type of meal. 

In the galley’s storage racks 
are skillets, pots, pans and lids 
for cooking, along with knives, 
forks, spoons and ladles for fry¬ 
ing eggs. A big storage bin holds 
extra food until it is ready for 
use. 

Two plug-in hot cups for heat¬ 
ing soups, coffee and other 
liquids rest beside an electric 
even for baking or keeping food 
hot while the crews eat in relays. 
Right beside the oven is an elec¬ 
tric ice box to keep perishable 
foods and provide ice for those 
who like their liquids cold. 

No longer do airmen flop down 
on the floor to eat. Two folding 
tables quickly convert into space 
for four men to put on the feed 
bag at one time while sitting 
atop the six bunks in the cabin. 

The bunks are another step in 
providing the latest in comforts. 
New mattresses make for restful 
sleeping, new blankets of a soft 
material are available for cover 
and a nylon-covered pillow goes 
with each bunk. 

Strung between the bunks are 
small racks for storing personal 
gear. Extra storage compart¬ 
ments near the top of the cabin 
offer space for kit bags previous¬ 
ly stored on the floor. 

In the rear of the cabin is a 
curtained area for privacy. Pull 
back the curtains and there is 
a newly-equipped rest room with 
a sink, mirror, commode and 
other conveniences. 

Up in the forward cabin is 
another rest room to allow crew 
members a minimum of trips on 
the trolley connecting the two 
cabins. 

The radio operator now has a 
bunk built into his compartment, 
as does the navigator. 


Safety Men at SD 
Start First Aid 

More than 150 members of 
safety committees at San Diego 
this week started first-aid train¬ 
ing classes. 

The safety men join several 
hundred members of supervision 
who also are taking the course 
as part of the Auxiliary Emer¬ 
gency Unit program which pre¬ 
pares members of its organiza¬ 
tion for action in cases of emer¬ 
gency. Classes are being held at 
both plant 1 and 2. 



“You make better time that 
way but it shakes the daylights 
out of you!”—From COSMO¬ 
POLITAN. 



MOBILE SHOP—In doorway of wheeled "tailor shop" at San 
Diego are Gladys Grant and Rose Johnson, with L. E. Jones and 
D. A. Grimes, assistant foreman, by movable work bench. Unit, in 
which sound-proof panels for B-36 are made, shifts from airplane 
to airplane on SD line. It even has a mail box! 



COZY—Inside canvas-walled shop on wheels (photo at right) is part of Dept. 634 crew that fits 
sound-proof panels for B-36. At sewing machine is Ann Branson while at far right Flo Wallace works 
tool that fastens snaps. Others, left to right, are Margaret Morse, Evelyn Glasser, Hyman Franks- 
ton, O. M. Dobbs. In left hand picture Louise Bullard, inside a B-36, shows how finished panels are 
attached to bulkhead. 


B-36 Parts , Assemblies to be Displayed 
























































Page 6 


CONVAIRIETY 


June 20, 1951 



SUMMER SOCIETY—Weddings, parties and picnics marked Convair social 
life this month. No. I: Dept. 250 SD honors Kay Black, Maxine Phillips, Beverly 
Winston and Gloria Collard. No. 2: J. R. Tewg,ue of Dept. 210 at SD (plant 2) 
surprised by cake and gift in recognition of wedding June 9 to Nancy West in 
Chula Vista. Nos. 3 and 5: Scenes at Management Club picnic at Fort Worth 
showing grand entry of CRA Roping Club members and photo showing chow 
line. No. 4: Laurise Anderson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Anderson (the 
father is in Dept. 48 SD and mother in Dept. 822 of Guided Missile Division), 


who at 7 appeared in, first dance recital June 9. She is studying, acrobatic danc¬ 
ing and ballet. No. 6: Mrs. J. P. Gardner, formerly Dorothy Jean Arnold, of 
Dept. 4-5 at Fort Worth. She married May 27. No. 7: Surprise party for Mary 
Cox (cutting, cake) in Dept. 250 SD. No. 8: N. M. (Nordie) Reierson, assistant 
foreman transferred from Dept. 250 SD to Dept. 350, presented with two cakes, 
one bearing miniature T-29. No. 9: Winners of $5 bills line during Guided 
Missile Division party at San Diego June 9 attended by 150 couples. Bills were 
part of door prize prograjn. 


FW Industrial Engineering Folk 
Get Together at Western Dance 


Dept. 31 Pair Take 
Auto Honeymoon 

Barbara Pease and John R. 
Graves Jr., both of Dept. 31 SD, 
were married Sunday, June 10, 
at a formal ceremony in the Scott 
Memorial Baptist Church, San 
Diego. Immediately following 
the wedding a reception was held 
in the church banquet hall. Sam 
W. Graves, Dept. 633, served as 
usher. 

Graves has been with Convair 
for twelve years and his bride 
has been with the company about 
a year. 

Several parties were given in 
honor of the bride and the couple 
were showered with gifts by de¬ 
partment friends, including a lazy 
susan, revere ware, clock, coffee 
maker, and an electric blanket. 

Mr. and Mrs. Graves are on 
a motor trip that will take them 
to Florida, Virginia, Washington, 
D. C., New York City, and Ni¬ 
agara Falls. They will be at 
home to their friends after July 
9 at 3008 Quince Street, San 
Diego. 

D. C. Mason Marries 
Beverly Luckey 

Beverly isn’t “Luckey” any 
more. 

At least not in name—since 
she took the name of Mrs. D. C. 
Mason June 1 in her wedding at 
Hemphill Presbyterian Church. 
The bridegroom is in Dept. 24-1, 
Convair FW. 

Othell Luckey of Dept. 50, 
brother of the bride, served as 
an usher. The bride wore a pink 
suit and carried an orchid on a 
white Bible. The couple are mak¬ 
ing their home at 3708 Yucca. 
D. C. has worked at Convair 
eight years. 


SD Dept. 22 Romance 
Leads to Yuma Altar 

Frances G. Smith and Orvin J. 
Braatten, both of Dept. 22 at San 
Diego, were married June 1 at 
Yuma. Both have been with Con¬ 
vair for a number of years. They 
are at home at 7430 Fulton, Linda 
Vista. 


About 220 Convair FW Indus¬ 
trial Engineering folks got to¬ 
gether June 2 for a get-acquaint¬ 
ed Western dance at Meadow- 
brook Country Club. 

The treat was on department 
supervisors, with Walter Bradley 

150 Couples Attend 
Missile Division Hop 

More than 300 Guided Missile 
Division employees and their 
wives attended the dance Satur¬ 
day night, June 9, in the Conti¬ 
nental Room of the San Diego 
Hotel. This was the first large 
function staged since the division 
was formed. 

Music was furnished by Francis 
Leonard and his orchestra. Door 
prizes of an electric coffee maker 
and ten cash prizes were awarded 
during the evening. 

“This dance was so successful 
that plans are already under way 
for another one to be held in the 
very near future,” commented 
Herb Naish, Employee Service 
supervisor for the division. 


Convair FW Couple 
Married June 8 

Betty Jean Beil of Dept. 9-3, 
Convair FW, was married to 
Grant Johnson of Dept. 42, June 
8 at Trinity Baptist Church. 

The bride is the daughter of 
Johnnie A. Beil of Dept. 22-5. 
Maid of honor was Lorene Mc- 
Cullan of Dept. 9-3. 


Marriage Marks 
Convair Romance 

Betty Hubbard, of Dept. 75, 
Convair FW, was married May 
28 to William Franklin Bonney 
Jr., of Dept. 9-1. 

The wedding took place at the 
home of Rev. Jesse Garrett, pas¬ 
tor of Rosen Heights Baptist 
Church. Attendants were Maxine 
Creswell and Charlie Harris. The 
couple are living at 2312 Grayson. 


and W. B. Roberson coordinating 
the planning. 

Purpose of the gathering was 
to help new employees and wives 
of employees get acquainted with 
department employees. Ross Car¬ 
ney emceed and called square 
dances. Dancing was to a fiddle 
band and recordings. 

Prize for the best Western 
dress went to Norma Welch and 
Tom Roberson. Mr. and Mrs. 
George Carlson were judged best 
casually dressed couple. Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Urich won the jitter- 
bugging contest and the door 
prize. Waltz contest winners 
were Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Ochojski. 


FW Medical Section 
Meets for Dinner 

Some 50 Convair FW medical 
section folks and their families 
took advantage of the Memorial 
Day holiday May 30 by gather¬ 
ing at Rockwood Park for a bar¬ 
becue dinner. 

Highlight of the afternoon’s 
entertainment was a softball 
game among the nurses and their 
families. Others engaged in 
washer pitching, horseshoe pitch¬ 
ing and other games. 

A barbecue dinner with all the 
trimmings was served all guests 
at 5 p.m. Head nurse Margaret 
Crouch was in charge of arrange¬ 
ments. 


Pilot for Deaf Back 
In Business at SD 

Bill Hoaglund (Dept. 48 SD), 
whose piloting deaf persons in 
power dives restored some to 
hearing, is back in business again. 

Hoaglund (CONVAIRIETY, 
May 23, 1951) now has a plane 
based at Gibbs airport, San 
Diego, and has made several 
flights with persons who are 
hard of hearing who learned 
about him through CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. 


Want a good investment? Try 
U. S. bonds. Convair will help 
by making payroll deductions. 


Convair Girl Weds 
Fort Riley Soldier 

Dorothy Jean Arnold, of Dept. 
4-5 at Convair FW, was married 
May 27 to Pvt. J. P. Gardner, who 
is now stationed at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. Gardner was in Dept. 27 
before he left for the Army. 

The bride’s father, Orbie Arn¬ 
old, is in Dept. 25-3. 

Dorothy Jean wore a white 
nylon ballerina length dress over 
satin with an inset ruffle of 
Chantilly lace. The ceremony 
took place in North Fort Worth 
Baptist Church. 


Vern May, Convair 
Engineer, Dies at 42 

Engineering department, San 
Diego, was shocked by the sud¬ 
den death of L. E. (Vern) May, 
June 5. 

May had been at work as usual 
that day in apparent good health 
but succumbed from a heart at¬ 
tack at his home that evening. 
He was born in Sacramento, was 
a design group engineer and had 
been with the company 14 years. 
He was 42. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Charmaine May, a son, 
James E. May, and a daughter, 
Judith A. May. 


Largest FW Washer 
Tourney Under Way 

Twenty-four departments are 
represented in the biggest plant¬ 
wide doubles washer pitching 
tournament ever held at Fort 
Worth, according to CRA com¬ 
missioner Hugh Pennington. 

Each department is represented 
by a two-man team. Elimination 
will continue through the sum¬ 
mer months with the plant-wide 
trophy going to the surviving 
twosome. 

Similar tournaments are being 
planned for second and third shift 
people. 


Convair Night Set 
At Glacier Garden 

Tomorrow night (Thursday), 
June 21, has been set aside as 
Convair San Diego night at Gla¬ 
cier Garden. There will be an 
instruction period from 7 to 7:30 
p.m., followed by regular skating 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Admis¬ 
sion is 65 cents per person, 25 
cents for skate rental 

If enough interest is displayed 
it is intended to make this a 
regular Thursday night feature. 
Additional information may be 
obtained by contacting Jim Field, 
Employee Service, or by tel 
phoning him at ext. 1245. 



“The builder said all new houses sink a little” 
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Mitchella Elected 

C. B. Mitchella, Dept. 24-1, was 
elected president of the Fort 
Worth City Bowling Association 
for the coming year at a recent 
meeting of the group. 

Mitchella was a member of the 
winning Convair Classic League 
team in the Convair winter 
league. 


OUT IN FRONT—After finishing first half of league play tied for first with Ryan and Solar, Con- 
vair's Little League team was out in front ag.ain this week. Left to right, David Pope, Don Mojado, 
Oliver Phipps, Bobby Schultz, Coach Pete Beyrer, Billy Coleman, Bill Cathron, Stan Gilliland, Bobby 
Lasoya, Bob Duffy. Not present for photo: Richard Limke, Richard Ojeda, Perry Thompson. 


Dept. 47 Nine Takes Slim Lead 
In Fort Worth Plant Softball 


Dept. 47 inched into the lead 
in the second shift Convair 
League last week with a one- 
game margin over the strong 
Tooling nine as CRA softball 
teams at FW neared the half¬ 
way mark of the season. 

Dept. 47 has won five games 
against a single defeat for the 
season. Tooling has dropped but 
one game and has four victories 
for the season. 

Dept. 76 is still very much in 
the running with four wins and 
two losses. Dept. 44 has won 
two and lost three for a solid hold 
on fourth place, while Dept. 75 
and Dept. 31 are jockeying for 
the cellar position with a single 
victory and five defeats each. 

In the first shift Convair 
League, it’s still anyone’s league. 
Dept. 76 copped three games dur¬ 
ing the past two weeks, and 
Dept. 20-2 won two, while losing 
a close 11-10 game to Dept. 76. 

Dept. 76 beat Dept. 25-3 by 
12-6, and Dept. 22-8 by a 7-6 
count. Dept. 20-2 copped a 17-5 
victory over Dept. 4-4 and a 7-0 
forfeit victory over Dept. 25-3. 

In other games, Dept. 81 beat 


Entries Will Close Friday for 
Tennis Tournament at San Diego 


Entries will close this Friday 
at 3 p.m. for Convair’s SD’s pre¬ 
championship tennis tournament 
which will be played June 23 and 
24 over the North Park (Morley 
Field) courts. 

There will be men’s singles 
and doubles and women’s singles 
events and also a mixed doubles 
event if at least eight teams 
enter, CRA Commissioner Jerry 
Lafave said. Barred from the 
tournament are Lafave and Dick 
Collier, present plant champion, 
in order to give the “rank and 
file” a clear shot at the engraved 
plaques which will be offered as 
prizes to both winners and run¬ 
ners-up. 

A consolation will be held for 


Girls Win as Men 
Bowlers Fail at SD 

Although Convair Recreation 
Association at San Diego spon¬ 
sored a number of bowling 
teams in various leagues, it 
took the girls to win. 

The Convair girls team end¬ 
ed the Towerette League eight 
games in front and their trophy 
will be on display in CRA 
Clubhouse. Team captain was 
Francys Bennett. Members in¬ 
cluded Emma Hritz, Hilda Ig- 
glehart, Lois Lane, and Edla- 
dale Michels. 


the defeated players in the first 
round of men’s singles. 

Entries may be made by phon¬ 
ing Lafave at ext. 1013 or 1297 
before 3 p.m., Friday (June 22). 


Lone Ryan Entry 
Wins Table Tennis 

Convair SD table tennis play¬ 
ers this week bowed low and long 
to a scrapping expert from Ryan 
who, although he was the lone 
Ryan entry, emerged as the top 
man in a field of 50 entered in 
the Industrial Recreation Council 
singles tournament. 

He was Ralph Martinez who 
eliminated Convair’s Mitch Wil¬ 
liams (Dept. 11) in the semis 
and went on to defeat Bob Ul- 
saker (Dept. 22) in the finals 
three games to one. Ulsaker 
earned his finals berth by elimi¬ 
nating Milt Wisdom (Dept. 3). 
Both winner and runner-up re¬ 
ceive trophies. 

Meanwhile, finals in the con¬ 
solation round will be played to¬ 
night at CRA Clubhouse at San 
Diego. 


FW Bowlins 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 
Team W 

All Eventers . 14 

Lucky Five . 10 

The Jete . 10 

“5" Slops ..-. 5 

Machine Shop No. 1. 6 

The Scrappers . 3 

MEN’S SUMMER LEAGUE 


Tack Aces . 

. 13 

3 

r ard Heads .. 

. 11 

5 

.etracts . 

. 11 

5 

Knot Heads . 

. 10 

6 

Team No. 1 . 

. 8 

8 

Team No. 2 . 

. 7 

9 

Duffers . 

. 6 

10 

Team No. 9 . 

. 5 

11 

Gutter Balls . 

. 5 

11 

Woodchoppers . 

. 4 

12 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 


Spares . 

. 18 

6 

Ruffneckg . 

. 17 

7 

Vultures . 

. 17 

7 

Striking Jets . 

. 14 

10 

Time Killei*6 . 

. 14 

10 

Otoo’s . 

. 13 

11* 

Last Chance . 

. 13 

11 

Five FI ushers . 

. 13 

11 

Accidents . 

. 11 

13 

Sluggers . 

. 11 

13 

Bom-Bowlers . 

. 10 

14 

4 Jacks ’N Jill . 

. 10 

14 

All Hours . 

. 9 

15 

Whot Hoppened . 

. 9 

15 

Trailers . 

. 9 

15 

Hot Shots . 

. 4 

20 

MIXED SUMMER 

LEAGUE 


Lucky Strikes . 

. 24 

8 

Super Poopers . 

. 22 

10 

Low Gears .. 

. 21 

11 

Jay Hawkers . 

. 18 

14 

Dead Pins .. 

. 18 

14 

Optimists . 

. 16 

16 

Jet Omics . 

. 16 

16 

Maple Maulers . 

. 15 

17 

Pin Heads . 

. 15 

17 

Goofs ..-. 

. 17 

15 

3 Hits & Miss . 

. 15 

17 

Do or Die . 

. 15 

17 

Constrikers .-. 

. 12 

20 

Dark Horses . 

. 12 

20 

Leafers . 

. 13 

20 

Pin Ups . 

. 6 

26 


Little League Nine 
Off to Fast Start 

Convair’s Little League team 
at San Diego was leading the 
league again last week after fin¬ 
ishing the first half in a tie for 
first place. 

The first half ended with Con¬ 
vair tied with Ryan and Solar, 
all having six wins and three de¬ 
feats. Since then, Convair’s CRA 
squad started off with a bang, 
beating Neighborhood House 10-5 
and last week defeated Ryan 5-0. 


Dept. 22-8 by a 7-6 score and 
Dept. 4-4 by a like count. Dept. 
22-8 bested Dept. 4-4 in a 16-1 
game and Dept. 4-4 won a 7-0 
forfeit over Dept. 25-3. 

C.V.A.C. of the East Texas 
League downed A. G. Contracts, 
13-2, and lost to Empire Steel, 
2 - 0 . 

In the Texas League, the Con¬ 
vair Jets dropped U. S. Engi¬ 
neers, 10-9, and lost to Stafford- 
Lowdon on a forfeit and Star- 
Telegram by a 13-5 score. 

The Bombers of the Western 
League rolled to a 11-1 victory 
over American Airlines, an 8-2 
win over Handley Merchants and 
a double win over Merchant In¬ 
dependents by 6-1 and 6-3 counts. 

The B-36 Fliers of the Inter¬ 
national League split two games, 
winning over Frank Kent by 3-2 
and losing to Frank Hague by 
2 - 1 . 

The undefeated Convair nine 
of the Commercial League kept 
its record intact by dumping 
Houston Fire, 10-2, and Tex Pac 
Rec by 15-4. 


Triple A Club 
Drops Opener 


Convair teams in city softball 
play at San Diego got off to a 
slow start with two defeats—one 
of them a heartbreaker—and one 
victory. 

In Triple A Convair lost to 
Naval Training Center 1-0 
tight game that saw Convair get 
runners on third but never to 
home plate. The winning run 
came in the third when Bud 
Leesch lost control for one pitch 
and the opposition batter took 
advantage of his lapse, pasting 
the ball over the fence for a 
homer. They got a total of three 
hits off Leesch during the game 
v/hile Convair batters were col¬ 
lecting four. 

In the A league Convair-Liners 
lost 6-3 to Brobauch Insurance, 
while in the B division the Con- 
air Bombers were beating Naval 
Supply 12-8 in a wild and woolly 
contest peppered by both hits and 

FOR A BIRDIE—Nell Karpinsky shows husband Nick how she erl01s * 
sinks putt during monthly CRA golf sweepstakes at FW. Karpinsky 
copped first prize in two divisions of June handicap tournament. 


Few Places Left on 
All-Girl Fish Trip 

An all-feminine cast was in 
prospect this week for a special 
yellowtail fishing expedition 
for Convair San Diego girls. 
Originally scheduled for ,June 
9, the trip has been postponed 
to June 23 and already 15 have 
signed up, with room for ten 
more. Reservations can be 
placed through Maxine Smith, 
ext. 739. The boat is the Sport- 
fisher VI, leaving at 2:45 a.m., 
Saturday. Prize for the best 
fish caught by the girls, put 
up by CRA, is a yellowtail rod, 
reel and line. Wives of Convair 
men are eligible. 


BOWLING CHAMPS—This group from illustrations section at 
Fort Worth display trophies won in 740 League championship play 
at end of Convair FW winter bowling. Left to right are: J. W 
Gilbert, Bill Parrish, L. C. Crumrine, J. H. Herbert and M. B. Gross 


Karpinskys Take 
Golf Laurels 

The golfing Karpinsky family, 
Nell and Nick, carted off two 
first places in the monthly CRA 
golf sweepstakes at FW last 
week. 

Nell toured the Ridglea course 
with a handicap total of 69 
strokes to win Class B division. 
Nick fired a net 67 to lead Class 
C. 

Jack Samuelson copped top 
honors for the day with a 68 and 
first place in the Class A divi¬ 
sion. F. Hopton-Jones finished 
second with C. H. Stanley third. 

J. L. Blackmon and W. J. Mc¬ 
Carthy finished in a tie behind 
Nell Karpinsky in the Class B 
division. 

Ray Bales copped second and 
J. T. Cosby third in the Class C 
ranks. 

J. H. Williams grabbed first in 
the Class D ranks with C. Wil- 
kerson and H. T. Barr second and 
third respectively. 

Blind bogey winners were Bob 
Montgomery and J. M. Hayes. 


Register Your Fish! 

Fishermen still have 10 days 
to register weight of bass, sand 
bass, crappie or cat fish to com¬ 
pete for quarterly fishing prizes 
according to R. D. Jones, CRA 
fishing commissioner at FW. 

Register weights in the CRA 
office of Employee Services Sec 
tion. Cat fish must have been 
caught with rod and reel or pole 
and line. 


Hardball Pace Hot 
For Convair Nines 

CRA’S teams are still finding^ 
the going rough in Fort Worth 
hard ball leagues. 

The Sunday league club cur¬ 
rently occupies fourth place in 
the Six Team League. Wardway 
Recreation nosed out CRA by a 
10-8 count in the only game play¬ 
ed during the past two weeks. 

The CRA team in the ever 
tough Major City League has 
tasted victory but twice in 13 
starts this season. IAM rapped 
out a 15-6 victory over CRA and 
Turf Bar took the big end of a 
10-8 count in another game play¬ 
ed during the past two weeks. 


Play-offs to Start 
In Horseshoe Meet 

Departmental playoffs in the 
plant-wide horseshoe pitching 
tournament at Convair FW got 
under way June 25, according to 
Finn Wahl, CRA horseshoe pitch¬ 
ing commissioner. 

Department winners in both 
singles and doubles were sched¬ 
uled to be determined not later 
than July 23, and names sent to 
Wahl, tube 44. 

Players may participate in both 
singles and doubles in the plant 
playoffs beginning July 30. 

A match between participants 
from all shifts will be held, if 
sufficent second and third people 
enter, Wahl says. 


Convair Recreation Association 
activities are open to all Con¬ 
vair people and are designed for 
pleasure and entertainment. Join 
as many as you like. 
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MODEL 340 DEVELOPS—Not only in metal but in plaster too is Convair's 
model 340 Convair-Liner taking shape at SD. At left above Chris Hobbs and 
Roger Malloy (Dept. 406) work on plaster pattern for nacelle afterbody. Built to 
exact specifications, such patterns as this become "the bible" for tooling and 


various dies which ultimately help build airplane parts. At right is recent photo of 
mock-up for 340 in building 2. Note canvas stretched over nose. This was to 
keep out light while engineers simulated night flying and adjusted panel lights 
to proper degree. 


Investigating Body Appointed 
To Look Into FW Accidents 


Hangar Housing Swept Wing B-36 
Under Close Security Wraps 


Creation of an accident inves¬ 
tigating committee as another 
step to further improve safety 
at Convair FW was announced 
this week by August C. Esenwein, 
division manager. 

The committee will be called 
into meeting upon request of 
Safety Supervisor Fred Temple, 
or by the first committee member 
reaching the scene of an accident 
which involves one or more of 
the following: 

1. Critical personal injury. 

2. Major property damage. 

3. Production interruption of 
more than a minor nature. 


Convair Friends Aid 
III FW Assembler 

The H. E. Cook family of FW 
now is sure it knows what folks 
mean when they refer to the 
Convair spirit. 

Cook, an assembler in Dept. 43, 
was forced to leave his work and 
enter a hospital due to tubercu¬ 
losis. Hospital bills made deep 
inroads into his savings. 

Cook’s Dept. 43 friends heard 
of his financial plight. Result: 
the Cook family now has $723 to 
help tide them over until he is 
able to return to work. 


SD Management Club 
Will Meet Tonight 

Convair SD’s Management Club 
meets tonight (June 20) in the 
San Diego hotel’s Continental 
room for dinner, installation of 
new officers and award of seven 
$100 scholarships to San Diego 
students who wrote the best es¬ 
says in the annual essay contest. 
Retiring president Art Seemann 
will turn his gavel over to the 
president elect, J. M. Rogers. 


Members of the committee, in 
addition to the safety supervisor, 
are the manager of Industrial 
Security, G. D. Higgins Jr.; the 
chief of inspection, T. E. Hoff¬ 
man; and the superintendent or 
head of the department involved 
in the accident. 

When called upon to investi¬ 
gate, the committee will make a 
close inspection of the scene, ob¬ 
tain first-hand information from 
persons present at time of the 
accident and make other investi¬ 
gations as conditions may war¬ 
rant. 

Upon completion of investiga¬ 
tion, the committee will make a 
written report which will include, 
among other things, action taken 
in an effort to reduce likelihood 
that other such accidents occur in 
the future. 


No fashion model turned out 
by John Robert Powers ever had 
sleeker lines, or more careful 
grooming, than the models which 
come off the assembly lines of 
Convair FW’s model shop. 

But while fashion models spend 
their lives in a continuous round 
of publicity, Fort Worth division 
models lead secluded lives. 
They’re seen by few people other 
than engineers and wind tunnel 
operators. 

Though some of the models are 
the size of toys, they’re anything 
but playthings. They serve a 
very serious purpose. A tiny B-36 
made of walnut can’t fly long- 
range bombing missions like its 



RETURNS—Ben C. Hawk, for¬ 
merly of Vultee field, returned to 
Convair recently as chief indus¬ 
trial engineer at SD division. 


full-sized counterpart. But in a 
wind tunnel, the little wooden 
model can “fly” for only about 
$500 an hour, less than half of 
direct flying cost of a B-36 in 
flight. 

“A precision model reacts to 
artificial speed created by the 
tunnel wind nearly the same as 
an airplane in actual flight,” ex¬ 
plains C. B. Shumaker, foreman 
of the model shop at Convair FW. 

Shumaker is going on his ninth 
year of work there. He set up 
the operation in April, 1943. 

Great skill and patience are 
required of workers who make 
the models. Measuring a tiny 
part right down to one one-thou- 


Convair FW’s hangar building 
—where the first swept-wing 
B-36 is rapidly taking shape—is 
now under “wraps within wraps.” 

G. D. Higgins Jr., manager of 
Industrial Security at FW, an¬ 
nounces that in the future only 
employees specifically authorized 
may enter the hangar. 

Employees who regularly work 
in the hangar have special iden¬ 
tification marks stamped on their 
badges. 

Employees who need to enter 
the building only periodically are 
named on a special card file 
posted at the guard stations at 
the building’s two entrances. 
These employees surrender their 
Convair identifcation cards for 
temporary badges on entering the 
hangar and exchange again on 
departing. 

Employees required to enter 


sandth of an inch requires a 
steady hand, a keen eye, and 
hours of painstaking care. 

Some models are made of steel 
that has been heat treated for 
high strength. The smallest are 
about the size of the palm of 
your hand, and the largest have 
seven-foot wing spans. 

Some models are built to test 
improvements on present planes. 
Others now being built are brand- 
new designs. 

Engineers can predict how a 
new plane or a new part on an 
old plane will perform, but the 
theories on paper must be proved 
by actual flight or wind tunnel 
tests. 


the building on special assign¬ 
ments must present to the guard 
at either of the two personnel 
entrances an A.V.O. signed by 
their immediate supervisor show¬ 
ing name, department and clock 
number. Such A.V.O.’s are good 
for one shift only. 

All pedestrians enter and leave 
the building either at the south 
vehicle entrance or at the em¬ 
ployee entrance door on the north¬ 
west side of the building. 

Vehicle traffic enters the build¬ 
ing through the south vehicle en¬ 
trance only, except that when 
necessary, special permission may 
be obtained from the guard at 
the employee entrance on the 
northwest side of the building for 
vehicle traffic to enter through 
the northwest truck door. 

A door near the northwest cor¬ 
ner of the building has been 
designated for use by employees 
obtaining parts from G.F.P. crib 
No. 4. 



Wind Tunnel Planes as Carefully 
Groomed as Any Fashion Model 



MODELERS—Typical of extreme care given in construction of wind tunnel 
models are these three photos. At left Joe Ford, shown setting height gauge, 
stands by walnut tool case he made himself. Center is P. W. Greenhaw hand¬ 


finishing steel and alloy nose and fuselage section of B-36 model, destined for 
wind tunnel testing. At right is R. L. Sitton chiseling into shape a rough wood 
model. Later part will be sanded to specifications. All photos at FW. 
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CRA Purchases 
15 Horses for 
Convair Riders 

CRA riding club members 
at FW moved their mounts 
into bigger and better 
stables last week and wel¬ 
comed the addition of 15 
horses, 15 saddles and 15 
bridles and pads to their 
equipment. 

The 15 horses were purchased 
for exclusive use of CRA riders 
and members of their families for 
instruction, mounted drill work 
and for pleasure riding by quali¬ 
fied riders at a small fee. 

CRA riding commissioner M. 
C. Copold and other riding club 
members have been processing 
the horses for the past two weeks 
and giving each mount several 
“test rides” to see that it meas¬ 
ures up to top standards. 

“We are buying horses that are 
fairly matched and of the same 
size and color for mounted drill 
work and parades, as well as for 
pleasure riding by CRA mem¬ 
bers,” Copold says. 

“Each horse we buy is checked 
for riding qualities, health and 
disposition. We can’t be too care¬ 
ful with them because we are 
going to use them to instruct our 
youngsters.” 

Copold points out that every 
horse considered was placed in 
quarantine for several days with 
frequent examinations by a veteri¬ 
narian. Many horses were turned 
down in buying the 15 CRA 
members will use. 

CRA has leased a section of 
the horse barn on the Will Rogers 
Coliseum grounds. It contains 
100 stalls for the 15 CRA horses 
and for personal mounts of the 
riding club members who will pay 
rentals for the privilege of keep¬ 
ing their horses there. 

The arrangement will allow 
members to stable their horses at 
about one-half the normal com¬ 
mercial fees charged for stabling, 
Copold says. 

A full-time groom will be on 
hand at the horse barn to look 
after members’ stock and to serve 
as groom and trainer for CRA 
(Continued on page 2) 


Johnson Grass Cut 
To Feed CRA Horses 

“Operation Hay-Making” was 
due to get under way last week 
at Convair FW. 

The project—the cutting of 
all Johnson grass in the gov¬ 
ernment-owned area west of 
the Convair FW plant—was 
designed to provide hay for 
CRA’s new horses during the 
coming year. 

M. C. Copold, CRA riding 
commissioner, puts it this way: 

“The grass was nothing but 
a fire hazard standing. Baled, 
it will provide us with enough 
hay for our horses for about 
a year.” 

And under this arrangement, 
Convair and the government 
are saved the expense of hav¬ 
ing the grass cut. 
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DELICATE WORK—A. J. Bishop, left, uses knife to smooth over 
scratch on sheet destined for B-36 at FW as C. M. Tugmon wipes 
away corrosion with cleaning fluid. When stock has been scratched 
by careless handling, many manhours of work may be required to 
put sheet back into first-class condition. 


Drive to Halt Scratch 
Damage is Under Way 

“As a taxpayer, what would you think of a jerk who’d 
back into a B-36 wing-skin and scratch it up with a screw¬ 
driver sticking- out of his pocket so that it couldn’t be 
used?” 

It was W. B. Watkins asking, and he gave his own 


answer: “Not much, I’ll bet. 



NEW MANAGER —Max G. 
Burland is newly appointed man¬ 
ager of Industrial Relations at 
Convair FW. (Convairiety June 
20). Burland joined Convair in 
1942 and served as supervisor of 
wage and salary section before 
promotion. 

SD Essayist Wins 
$500 Zone Award 

Convair SD’s Management Club 
made it two winners in a row 
last week when one of the seven 
scholars who had previously won 
club scholarship awards in the 
San Diego area also captured the 
California zone N.A.F. award of 
$500. 

A San Diego youth also took 
the state award last year. 

This year’s winner was James 
Seebold Jr., 17, son of Mrs. James 
Seebold of National City. An out¬ 
standing scholar at Sweetwater 
high, young Seebold will enter 
Stanford in the fall to work to¬ 
ward an engineering degree. 

Seebold with six others last 
month won $100 awards each 
from the Convair SD club for 
writing the best essays submit¬ 
ted by San Diego area students 
in the annual contest. The 
awards are used to further their 
education. 


But it does happen.” 

“And when it does, it’s money 
right out of our own pockets, be¬ 
cause we—as taxpayers—are ulti¬ 
mately paying the bill for the 
B-36. 

“And that’s why we’re going 
into this plant-wide Fort Worth 
division drive to improve handl¬ 
ing of materials and parts, and 
to reduce damage to materials 
and parts due to pure careless¬ 
ness and thoughtlessness.” 

Watkins is supervisor of the 
conservation section, which at¬ 
tempts to see that a maximum 
of benefit is obtained in the use 
of all materials, parts and equip¬ 
ment throughout the factory. 

“That wingskin incident— 
though imaginary—is a good case 
in point,” Watkins says. 

“Stock aluminum destined to 
become an outer wing panel could 
be damaged just like that so seri¬ 
ously that an inspector would 
have to reject it. 

“Back before World War II, 
we’d have scrapped the aluminum 
because it costs more to doctor 
it up than it would to buy a new 
sheet. 

“But these days, the scarcity 
of aluminum forces us to con¬ 
serve the aluminum. To do this, 
we have to doctor it up. And that 
takes a lot of time that could be 
better spent producing more air¬ 
planes.” 

Watkins explained that small 
scratches some people might 
think not worth fooling with 
sometimes require up to an hour 
of an employee’s time to smooth 
over. 

Heavier metal slated for use 
as wing skins require even more 
manhours to restore it to an ac¬ 
ceptable state. It must be buffed 
by machine. 

As many as 10 manhours might 
be required to doctor a single 
wing skin, yet the production 
time for making the part is only 
48 machine minutes! 


J. L. Fechter Named 
Asst. SD Div. Mgr. 

J. L. Fechter this week was 
named assistant division manager 
at Convair San Diego by Division 
Manager K. F. Leaman. He has 
served as production manager at 
SD since August, 1949. 


B-36 Test Program 
Nears End as New 
Models go to AF 


First production models of the new B-36F airplanes are 
now at Carswell Air Force Base nearing completion of one 
of the fastest flight test programs in history. 


Convair announced last week 
first deliveries of the new and 
more powerful models, designed 
to fly faster and at higher alti¬ 
tudes than the B-3GD. The 
earlier model is rated by the Air 
Force with top speeds of “over 
435 miles per hour” and with a 
service ceiling of “over 45,000 
feet.” 


Strategic Air Command crews 
flew five B-36s a total of ap¬ 
proximately 390 hours. 

Purpose of the flights, accord¬ 
ing to Henry G. Growald, chief 
of engineering test, was to prove 
to the Air Force that the new 
model F’s will do what Convair 
designed them to do—and more. 


F models are equipped with six 
of the most powerful piston en¬ 
gines in the world in addition to 
four jet engines. New piston en¬ 
gines produce 3,800 horsepower 
each, as compared to the 3.500- 
horsepower piston engines in 
model D’s. 

New engines, technically known 
as R-4360-53, were developed by 
Pratt and Whitney Aircraft, East 
Hartford, Conn. More than 25 
design improvements were made. 
The engine is designed to have 
a longer service life and to re¬ 
quire less maintenance than its 
predecessors. A new ignition sys¬ 
tem improves the airplane’s per¬ 
formance at high altitudes. 

Announcement of deliveries 
was made as Air Force crews at 
Convair last week completed Con- 
vair’s portion of the accelerated 
service test program on the new 
model planes. 

In but one day more than a 
calendar month, five Air Force 

Klawitter Qualifies 
For Diamond, Only 
One at Convair FW 

If he isn’t already, A. C. Kla¬ 
witter soon will be sporting the 
only diamond-studded 25-year pin 
known at Convair’s Fort Worth 
division. 

Klawitter’s pin was due him 
July 1, and may already have 
been presented by this time. 

Actually, it is the second 25- 
year pin to be awarded by Divi¬ 
sion Manager A. C. Esenwein. 
But holder of FW’s first such pin 
has since terminated. 

Klawitter joined the organiza¬ 
tion back in 1926 when he started 
work for the Hall Aluminum Air¬ 
craft Corp., one of the several 
Convair parent companies. Trans¬ 
ferring to the San Diego division 
of Convair in 1940 from his post 
as schedule supervisor, Klawitter 
became assistant foreman. 

He moved from San Diego to 
Fort Worth in December, 1941, 
and has served variously since 
then as schedule supervisor, fore¬ 
man, general foreman, superin¬ 
tendent of detailed parts, and as¬ 
sistant superintendent. 

Klawitter is at present a fore¬ 
man in metal forming. 


Outcome is indicated in an in¬ 
formal statement from Lt. Col. 
Frank E. Wright, who was sent 
to Convair FW to work with Lt. 
Col. C. (Doc) Savage in monitor¬ 
ing the flights for the B-36 proj¬ 
ect office. Said Colonel Wright: 

“There are always kinks re¬ 
maining to be ironed out in any 
airplane. . . . But the perform¬ 
ance we’ve been getting on these 
B-36F’s is quite gratifving to all 
of us.” 

(Continued on page 2) 

FW Bond Buyers 
Double in Drive 

The most successful post-war 
U. S. Defense Bond- drive ever 
held at Convair FW- 'ended June 
22 with Convair folks more than 
doubling the number of regular 
subscribers for bonds, according 
to M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager and drive chairman. 

Since the bond drive opened 
June 11, some 6,925 new sub¬ 
scribers have signed up to buy 
bonds through the payroll deduc¬ 
tion plan. Added to the 6,064 
people already on the rolls, some 
12,989 folks now save regularly 
through the purchase of defense 
bonds. 

“Three times more people sign¬ 
ed up to buy bonds during the 
1951 campaign than signed up 
last year,” Hicks pointed out. 

“This shows that Convair folks 
are well aware of the present na¬ 
tional emergency. Too, they are 
helping themselves and their 
families by systematic saving.” 

Holder of the departmental 
record for the drive is the Ma¬ 
chine Shop, under the supervision 
of H. R. Montgomery, general 
foreman, and J. B. Gauntt, as¬ 
sistant general foreman. 

Machine Shop people listed the 
names of 219 new bond purchas¬ 
ers for the campaign. With the 
regular buyers, some 419 of 472 
members of the department now 
buy defense bonds. 

Equally impressive is the rec¬ 
ord of the sub-contracts depart¬ 
ment under chief of sub-contracts 
A. F. Thompson. Of 77 employ¬ 
ees working in the department, 
60 now are bond buyers. 



LARGEST PURCHASE—Garland Lowe, Dept. 50 third shifter, 
receives 30 $100 U. S. Defense Bonds from Jim Short, assistant 
general foreman of Dept. 50. Lowe bought bonds during 1951 
campaign just completed at FW. 
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FIRST CERTIFICATE—Felix Quirino, right, test group engineer 
at FW, earned first permanent teacher's certificate awarded Con¬ 
vair FW employee by state Board of Vocational Education. J. O. 
Quinn, co-ordinator of industrial training for Fort Worth public 
schools, made presentation. Quirino taught two years to earn 
certificate. 


Sock CntrieJ 



WHAT'S THE WORD, CHUM?—Young Michael Gable, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Gable of Convair SD, takes turn at activi¬ 
ties when members of CRA Radio Club took part in field day with 
American Radio Relay League. "Sounds like gobbledegook to me," 
Michael commented in a language all his own. 

Convair Club Joins in National 
Radio Relay League Field Day 

The Convair Amateur Radio 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

Twenty-five-year pin: Dept. 31, A. C. 
Klawitter. 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 4-0, J. H. 
Deitzef. 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 61, C. J. Meeks. 
Five-year pins: Dept. 3, J. A. Hendry; 
Dept. 4, G. W. Locke, R. E. Blackmon ; 
Dept. 6, W. M. Moseley Jr., E. D. 
Tuseth, G. F. Main, F. D. Hess Jr., W. 
O. Dittrich ; Dept. 9, G. C. West; Dept. 
11, V. M. Wilson. 

Dept. 14, J. T. Davidson; Dept. 22, H. 

C. Ohasteen ; Dept. 24, J. D. Dupree, M. 
M. Breitenstein ; Dept. 25, E. T. Walker, 
O. Martin, R. Dixon; Dept. 27, R. R. 
Crousen, J. W. Lawler, M. R. Hollister, 

D. L. Telford, G. W. Bowser, G. E. 
Bartlett; Dept. 30, W. C. McDonald, H. 
M. Arrington ; Dept. 31, J. H. Bargsley, 

D. Y. Scott. 

Dept. 43, R. H. Sprouse, A. F. Bell; 
Dept. 44, J. F. Ashlock, E. W. Love; 
Dept. 45, W. T. Lord; Dept. 46, A. J. 
Larson Jr., D. F. Roe; Dept. 47, R. R. 
Brock, M. G. Huff; Dept. 48, J. C. 
Meador, J. 0. Taylor, E. L. Muncy; 
Dept. 50, W. F. Swank, O. O. Peterson. 

Dept. 61, L. F. Hayes, 'C. R. Monroe, 
K. Russell. C. D. Smith ; Dept. 64, T. L. 
Adarns, M. A. Avery; Dept. 65, C. F. 
Russell, C. H. Jackson, J. W. Ferguson, 
A. I. McLaughlin, P. G. Hanes; Dept. 
73, K. R. Robertson; Dept. 75, J. N. 
Franks, R. F. Raines; Dept. 76, J. W. 
Hale. Dept. 82, L. E. Bourland Jr., W. 
C. Israel. 

GUIDED MISSILE DIVISION 

Service pins due during period June IS 
through July 1: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 804, H. H. 
Gebauer; Dept. 822, H. A. Burdick. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 827, A. D. Tom¬ 
linson Jr., Dept. 862, C. E. Goldsberry 

Jr. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Bright ideas on how to do their work 
better, quicker, easier, or more econ¬ 
omically brought Employee Suggestion 
awards to Convair FW employees: 

Dept. 4, Katheryn Harden; Dept. 27, 
J. E. Stromer ; Dept. 46, J. L. Ballenger, 
W. P. Kennedy; Dept. 50, L. R. Crouch, 
H. N. Wayland, A. L. Massey ; Dept. 73, 

E. T. Tilley, J. A. Walters; Dept. 75, 
A. S. Hart, W. E. Allen; Dept. 81, H. 
R. Cook ; Dept. S2, D. M. Brown. 


Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

John M. Waldrip, Dept. 4, second 
shift, reports loss of brown billfold June 
2 at material department dance in Will 
Rogers Coliseum. Billfold contained 
valuable personal papers, driver’s license, 
discharge papers, Convair identification 
card. Finder please notify Waldrip at 
ext. 5289. 

J. E. Nowlin, Dept. 27-2, reports loss 
of horned-rimmed eye glasses in blue 
case June 20 near Col. 32-J. Finder call 
ext. 3117 or see Nowlin at Col. 29-H. 

Joyce Henley, Dept. 73, second shift, 
reports loss of hand-tooled brown leather 
purse near 50-foot aisle and parts plant 
office June 23. A reward is offered. 
Finder please phone NO-2766. 

Personals 

GUIDED MISSILE DIVISION 

Driving to Kansas City, Mo., via 
Wichita, Kans., leaving July 20, return¬ 
ing July 29. Room for two passengers, 
share expenses. Frank Cade, Dept. 825 
(Guided Missile Division). See Cade or 
Missile Division Employee Service. 

T ransfers 

Recent transfer from San Diego to 
Fort Worth: 

Dept. 4, Material: Robert R. Tompkins, 
Material Control assistant supervisor. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

DEVINE—Daughter, Judy Ann, 8 lbs. 
14% oz., born June 16 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Devine, Dept. 25-3. 

KEEVER—Son Harry Wayne, 6 lbs., 
born June 24 to Mr. and Mrs. H. L. 
Keever Dept. 47. 

MEACHAM—Son, Thomas Charles, 6 
lbs. 4% oz., born June 16 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Meacham, Dept. 11-9. 

VAN HOOSER—Son, Richard Irvin, 7 
lbs. 10% oz., born June 19 to Mr. and 
Mrs. I. Van Hooser, Dept. 25-1. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

MOHR—Fred, Dept. 6, died June 20. 
Survivors, wife, two sons, two daughters, 
two brothers, two sisters, six grand¬ 
children. 


CRA Purchases 
15 Horses for 
Convair Riders 

(Continued from page 1) 
stock. Only pleasure horses be¬ 
longing to CRA members will be 
stabled, according to Copold. 

Instruction classes in riding 
were due to begin shortly after 
-July 1. Ticket books will be sold 
to CRA members for $5 each and 
will entitle the holder to ride 10 
hours on CRA horses. No money 
will be accepted at the stables 
and ticket book holders only will 
be allowed to take out a horse, 
Copold says. 

New Model B-36s 
Join Air Force 

(Continued from page 1) 

As result of the tests, Convair 
learned a number of ways to fur¬ 
ther improve the airplanes—and 
many of these improvements 
were made on the airplanes be¬ 
tween flights, in addition to the 
normal servicing and mainte¬ 
nance. 

After brief shakedown flights 
by Convair crews, all flights were 
performed by five SAC crews 
from Eighth Air Force at Cars¬ 
well Air Force Base. 

Original paper-work plan of 
entire program was drafted by 
Harold Blackmon, of Industrial 
Engineering. Entire program was 
co-ordinated by Leonard Roe of 
contracts department. Fisk Han¬ 
ley, flight control engineer, 
supervised the program for engi¬ 
neering flight test section, while 
Jack A. Kerr, senior design group 
engineer, and R. A. Woboril, de¬ 
sign engineer, were engineering 
design principal representatives. 
Flight line crews dubbed the six 
airplanes “McGuffee’s Air Force” 
after Field Operations Supt. R. W. 
McGuffee began directing serv¬ 
icing and maintenance. It was 
performed on a 24-hour a day 
basis seven days a week by flight 
line crews working with general 
foreman Guy Lewis on days; as¬ 
sistant supt. M. W. Holly on sec¬ 
ond shift, and assistant general 
foreman G. E. Nelson on third. 


FW Fishing Contest 
Will Run to Nov. 1 

A new plant-wide fishing con¬ 
test opened July 1 at Convair FW. 
Rods and reels will be awarded 
fishermen who catch the largest 
bass, catfish, crappie or sand 
bass. 

The contest will continue until 
Nov. 1. Fishermen may register 
for prizes by filling out accom¬ 
panying coupon and bringing it 
to Employee Services. 


Quality Control Unit 
Organization Sought 

Plans to organize a Fort Worth- 
Dallas chapter of the American 
Society for Quality Control have 
been announced by J. L. Coburn, 
Dept. 27-0 at Convair FW. 

The society fosters the ex¬ 
change of technical information 
among its members, which in¬ 
clude representatives of other 
aircraft firms and other indus¬ 
tries. Qualified personnel of Con¬ 
vair FW and Chance Vought are 
eligible to join the society. Fur¬ 
ther information may be obtained 
from Coburn, ext. 3114, or by 
writing him in care of Convair. 


CONVAIR COWGIRLS 
JOIN IN REUNION 

Two Convair FW cowgirls, 
Helen Gray, Dept. 27-0, and Edith 
Weitzman, Dept. 6-5, were sched¬ 
uled to share in festivities at 
the annual Texas Cowboys’ Re¬ 
union, June 30-July 4 at Stam¬ 
ford, Texas. Helen was to repre¬ 
sent CRA at the rodeo event, 
while Edith was the Fort Worth 
Chamber of Commerce represen¬ 
tative. 


Club, CRA sponsored activity at 
FW, took part in its first na¬ 
tional event June 23 and 24 when 
75 club members joined in the 
annual American Radio Relay 
League Field Day. 

To comply with regulations of 
the contest, all radio equipment 
was moved to Broadview Park on 
Lake Worth and operated during 

Kids All-Star 
Game Planned 

An all-star game was in the 
planning stages this week for 
Convair FW’s four-team Little 
Leagues as White Settlement con¬ 
tinued to set the pace in Convair 
youngster’s regular loop play. 

The all-star game is slated for 
the middle of July and will put 
an all-star group from the Con¬ 
vair Little Leagues loop against 
a Dallas team, or two FW all-star 
teams against one another. 

White Settlement boasts a 
clean slate for the season with 
seven straight wins. The leaders 
took a 31-10 victory over Arling¬ 
ton Heights and a 14-6 victory 
over West Ridglea during the 
past two weeks. 

Arlington Heights has a 4-3 
record after dropping a recent 6-5 
game to River Oaks. River Oaks 
now boasts a 3-4 record and cop¬ 
ped the big end of a 13-3 game 
with West Ridglea last week. 
West Ridglea holds one win for 
the season and seven defeats. 


Small business got a bigger 
chunk of the big business of 
building Convair B-36 bombers 
for the Air Force at the Armed 
Forces small business exhibit 
June 25-30 in the Will Rogers 
Coliseum at FW. 

A. F. Thompson, chief of sub¬ 
contracts, said he didn’t know 
how many sub-contracts will 
materialize, but “we’re negotiat¬ 
ing.” 

Interesting example cited by 
Thompson was the visit of M. 
Kohl and G. Joseph, of Albuquer¬ 
que, to the 100-foot long Convair 
exhibit of various sub-contract 
items ranging from small forged 
and machined tools to complete 
B-36 tail cone assemblies. Kohl 
and Joseph approached E. W. 
Lowe, Convair buyer on duty at 
the booth. 


the 24-hour period with portable 
power units. 

Each club entered in the field 
day events was judged by the 
number of contacts made with 
other organizations. The results 
of the contest and winners will 
be announced within the next two 
months. 

Wayne Fayno, Dept. 75, was in 
charge of all arrangements for 
the outing during the 24-hour 
operation. 

“We had four complete units 
operating at one time and man¬ 
ned by radio club members and 
special guests from Carswell Air 
Force Base,” says Fayno. “It was 
a big operation but we were 
pleased with the results.” 

A picnic was held Sunday 
morning for all club members, 
guests and their families at the 
site of the operation. 


Classes in Riding 
Offered at FW if- 

Both first and second shift 
horseback riding classes will be 
offered for the remainder of the 
summer if there is sufficient de¬ 
mand, according to M. C. Copold, 
riding commissioner. 

Beginning adult and children’s 
classes can be offered as well as 
special • classes in jumping, and 
western riding if enough sign up 
for lessons. First shift registra¬ 
tions will be taken by Edith 
Weitzman, ext. 5296. Second 
shift personnel may register at 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


“We were wondering,” Kohl 
said, “if there might be any forg¬ 
ings we could do in our shop. 
We’ve some idle capacity we’d 
like to put to use.” 

Lowe knew of no forgings Con¬ 
vair was sub-contracting directly. 
But he knew that a critical line 
shortage existed on clamps for 
which Convair had sub-contracted 
with Solar Aircraft, San Diego, 
and that Solar was having diffi¬ 
culty obtaining forgings needed 
in making the clamps. 

Later the same day, Kohl 
phoned Lowe that he had talked 
with Solar and was flying back 
to Albuquerque immediately to 
begin to make sample forgings 
to send to Solar in an effort to 
land the contract! 
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GENERAL'S CAPTAINS—These Convair FW Management Club 
members acted as captains of more than 100 club members who 
served as ushers for speech by Gen. Douglas MacArthur in June 
at FW. Back row, left to right: C. L. Parker, Lynn Harris, C. R. 
Carter, George Symm, R. G. Clary and J. O. Muncy. Front row: 
O. J. Stepp, W. T. Lacy, W. K. Fairless, A. J. Combs and Ernie 
Costa ntino. 


Convair Negotiating With Small Firms 
On Possible Sub-Contracting Items 
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MAM, DAD, JAKE AND THE BABY—Another June-Teenth party passed successfully June 16 at Fort Worth as 
Convair FW folk gathered at Greenway Park for annual celebration. Left above is typical scene during barbecue 
dinner, with whole family represented. Oval shows member of CRA softball team taking a healthy cut at ball during 
game against Chance Vought team from Grand Prairie while center photo shows same individual with Irene Downey, 
daughter of Ruth Downey of Dept. 25-1, after winning jitterbug contest for second consecutive year. At right young¬ 
sters leave a little ice cream on outside, but get lots of it on inside. Shown are Gladys Marie Skinner, Tommy 
Washington, Ann Dixon, Vernon Strain, Marilyn Strain. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Rehearsals each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 6242. G. K. Hargett, ext, 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday', Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular Camera Club 
meeting 7:30 p.m., July 9, Ridglea CRA Center Second shift Camera Club chair¬ 
man, A. L. Green, ext. 4215. Regular meeting 10 a.m., July 9, Ridglea CRA 
Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 119C. 
Each Tuesday and Thursday, group singing 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 31 (spot 
weld section.) 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Meeting 8 p.m., July 12, Will 
Rogers CRA Center. Drama classes forming. Contact commissioner for dates. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing contest 
open. Prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat caught on a 
cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Employee Service 
section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tuesday, 
Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 to 10 
a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. Plant-wide tournament 
opens July 7. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Tournament play-offs now 
under way. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 4177. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code claes every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each month, 
2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9:30 p.m. for first shift; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a. m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 
2 p.m. Children's instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing each 
Monday, Rockwood Park slab, beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second 
shift each Wednesday, Northside Recreation Building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Tennis play. Forest Park, each 
Tuesday and Thursday, 6 to 10 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Quarter¬ 
finals, semi-finals and finals in tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5102. Water skiing 
every Sunday afternoon at the Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Pack a lunch and bring the family. 

New Director and Business Manager Named 
For Fort Worth Wing and Masque Players 


Three new appointments with 
the Wing and Masque Players at 
Convair FW were announced this 
week by E. Stan Brown, CRA 
drama commissioner. 

Jerry Ratliff, Dept. 27-9, has 
been appointed executive director 
of the club to fill the post pre¬ 
viously held by Everett Morris, 
Dept. 6, who has terminated. 

Ed Lizarraras, Dept. 4, suc¬ 
ceeds Lane Seever, also termin¬ 
ated, as business manager. 
Bryan Weickersheimmer, CON- 
VAIRIETY staffer, will act as 
publicity director for the club. 

As executive director, Ratliff 
will oversee Wing and Masque 
;plays as to direction, technical 


aspects, and other phases of pro¬ 
duction. Ratliff will bring to the 
club a wide background of 
theatrical experience. He holds 
a B.A. and M.A. degree in drama 
from Baylor University and has 
toured with the “Southwest Tour¬ 
ing Company,” a collegiate drama 
group. 

Before coming to Convair, Rat¬ 
liff appeared on Hollywood tele¬ 
vision shows, and was leading 
man in WBAP-TV’s first dra¬ 
matic production in 1948. He 
recently acted in the Footlite 
Club production of “Outward 
Bound.” 

Lizzarraras appeared in the 
Wing and Masque production, 
“Goodbye, My Fancy.” 


Over Thousand at 
Teenth Party 

Some 1,100 Convair employees 
and members of their families 
gathered June 16 at Greenway 
Park in Fort Worth for a tradi¬ 
tional June -Teenth observance 
at a party sponsored by Convair 
Recreation Association. 

A full course barbecue dinner 
with all the trimmings was served 
during the supper period, with 
ice cream and lemonade served 
throughout the festivities. 

Several contests in jitterbug- 
ging and other picnic skills were 
held during the afternoon with 
prizes going to the winners of all 
divisions. Wet grounds damp¬ 
ened plans for a softball game 
between the CRA Negro softball 
team and a team from Chance 
Vought Aircraft of Grand Prairie, 
but a brief exhibition was given. 

Children of CRA members en¬ 
joyed a further thrill when CRA 
provided 300 free tickets to car¬ 
nival rides located at the park. 

A. M. Thomas was general 
chairman for arrangements and 
had special assistance from Lloyd 
Pool, music and jitterbugging; 
L. G. Williams, reception; Otis 
Tigner, ball game and Ruth Dow¬ 
ney, women’s activities. 


CRA Drama Classes 
Meeting Weekly 

CRA drama classes are in 
weekly session at Will Rogers 
CRA Center, announces E. Stan 
Brown, drama commissioner. 

Drama courses for both chil¬ 
dren and adults will continue for 
twelve weeks. Adult acting 
classes meet at 8 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day, with Jerry Ratliff, Dept. 
27-9, as instructor. 

Classes in directing meet at 
8 p.m. Tuesdays, with Ratliff in¬ 
structing. Ann Garrett, wife of 
Bill Garrett, Dept. 50, teaches 
make-up at 8 p.m. on Wednes¬ 
days. 

Children’s classes in acting will 
meet at 10 a.m. Saturdays for 
children from 10 through 16. Lou 
Keay, Dept. 4, will teach the 
children’s classes. Registrations 
will be taken by Brown at ext. 
5242. 


Ballroom Dancing 
Classes Proposed 

CRA is considering sponsoring 
classes in ballroom dancing at 
Convair FW if interest merits, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president. 

Classes would be taught by 
Arthur Murray studios and would 
be held in the air conditioned 
rooms at the Will Rogers CRA 
Center. 

Those interested may register 
with Fern Strain, CRA office, 

ext. 5141. 


Dance Classes for 
Second, Third Shift 
In Session at FW 

Square dance classes are now 
in session for second and third 
shift families at Convair FW. 

Instruction will be given from 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m. each Wed¬ 
nesday at the North Side Recrea¬ 
tion Hall. Practice sessions will 
follow until 12:30 p.m. 

A CRA square dance caller and 
instructor will be on hand for the 
Wednesday m orning classes. 
Playground facilities will be pro¬ 
vided for Convair children. North 
Side Recreation Hall is at 18th 
and Harrington Streets. 

Admission is free to Convair 
employees and members of their 
families, and also to other per¬ 
sons working at Convair. 


Fishing Contest for 
Youngsters Planned 

R. D. Jones, CRA hunting and 
fishing commissioner at FW, is 
looking for several hundred 
youngsters who like to fish, 
drink pop and eat hot dogs. 

The occasion is the CRA fish¬ 
ing contest for Convair young¬ 
sters scheduled July 21 at a pri¬ 
vate lake east of Fort Worth. 

Jones says that youngsters be¬ 
tween the ages of 12 and 16 will 
compete in one category and 
those under 12 in another. Girls 
and boys will take part in sepa¬ 
rate contests. Prizes will go to 
the winners in the four divisions 
catching the most fish, smallest 
fish and largest fish. Hot dogs 
and pop will be served during the 
lunch period. 

The fishing spot is located 
seven miles east of Fort Worth 
on Highway 183 (to Dallas). 
Follow the- signs from the main 
highway to the fishing grounds. 


Shell First Shift 
Camera Club Head 

W. H. Shell, Convair FW Dept. 
6-4, was elected chairman of the 
first shift Camera Club at a 
meeting June 25. Re-elected to 
another term were Marie Orrick, 
secretary, and Art Hoel, publicity 
chairman. 

Outdoor night pictures will be 
discussed at both first and second 
shift meetings, July 9. The first 
shift meeting also will feature 
a display of wildflower color 
slides made by L. L. Tuttle, 
Dept. 7. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Ridglea CRA 
center. 

The second shift club will elect 
officers and hear a tape recorded 
commentary on their prints by 
the Lake Charles, La., Camera 
Club. The meeting is set for 10 
a.m., also at the Ridglea CRA 
Center. 


SRO Sign Out at 
FW Club Rodeo 

A standing-room-only overflow 
crowd of 4,200 whooped and hol¬ 
lered through the June 24 Roping 
Club rodeo at the Circle R Arena. 

The crowd was the largest at 
any CRA rodeo event, according 
to Jim Shackelford, CRA roping 
commissioner. Spectators cheered 
31 contestants through bareback 
riding, calf roping, ribbon roping, 
bull riding, wild horse racing, 
ladies’ barrel racing, and bull- 
dogging events. 

A bit of unscheduled excite¬ 
ment was provided by the ex¬ 
tremely rough stock. One cow¬ 
boy, A. U. Uptmore, Dept. 31, 
second shift, was thrown and 
trampled by a bull. Hospital ex¬ 
amination later, however, showed 
no injuries other than a sprained 
and bruised arm. 

Winners of the events included: 

C. R. Ford, Dept. 61, bareback 
riding, bull riding; Ray Griffin, 
husband of Flenia Faye Griffin, 
Dept. 48, calf roping; W. R. “Cot¬ 
ton” Mims, Dept. 61, ribbon rop¬ 
ing; team of R. L. Rucker, E. Mc- 
Hood, Dept. 20-2, Red Fisher, 
Dept. 47, wild horse race; Edith 
Weitzman, Dept. 6, ladies’ barrel 
race; and John Roberts, Dept. 
74, bulldogging. 

D. A. Bennett, Dept. 22-4, 
served as announcer for the 
rodeo, and Roberts was arena 
director. Another rodeo is sched¬ 
uled for this month (July), ac¬ 
cording to Shackelford. 


Late Entries Joining 
FW Bridge Sessions 

Wendell Eldred, Convair FW 
bridge commissioner, announces 
that there is still time to enroll 
in the current six-week bridge 
instruction course now being of¬ 
fered by CRA. 

Those who wish to attend must 
contact H. H. Pinkerton, ext. 4329 
to obtain copies of the material 
covered in earlier sessions. In¬ 
struction is given at 8 p.m. each 
Friday at the Will Rogers CRA 
Center. Eldred reports that the 
club room is now air conditioned 
and refreshments are available at 
cost. 


LAPEL PINS AVAILABLE 

One thousand B-36 lapel pins 
are now available in the Em¬ 
ployee Services section at Con¬ 
vair FW, according to Supervisor 

E. G. Crosier. The pins are gold 
plated replicas of the latest model 
and may be purchased for forty 
cents. 


Convair Recreation Association 
activities are open to all Con¬ 
vair people and are designed for 
pleasure and entertainment. Join 
as many as you like. 
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It’s All Relative 


Beetle Problem Not So Tough 
To SD Men Who've Faced Birds 


Only timely interference pre¬ 
vented a desk in building 5 at 
Convair SD from assuming the 
general form of Swiss cheese. 

The trouble was an attack by 
pine beetles. 

“I was sitting there dictating 
when suddenly I noticed a hole 
the size of a lead pencil in a 
stack of papers where there had 
been no hole before,” A1 Dierker, 
material analyst, explained. “The 
hole was drilled as neatly as if 
with a brace and bit and it con- 


READY, AIM—Al Dierker, SD 
material analyst, draws bead 
with stapler and plugs up hole 
with a pencil to trap pine beetle 
that drilled several holes in his 
desk. 


tinued right on into the desk, 
too.” 

That was the first in an epi¬ 
demic of holes that for a time 
made Dierker the main center of 
attraction in his group. By care¬ 
ful stalking, three beetles were 
trapped and executed. Plant 
Engineering sent over a crew that 
plugged up holes with creosote 
and that apparently stopped the 
lash. 

“We had some new shelves 
arrive, packed in pine shavings, 
and maybe that is how the 
beetles got in,” Dierker guessed. 
“Somebody told me these beetles 
take 17 years to hatch. If 
that’s true, and these beetles 
left some eggs about, I’m going 
to vacate this desk along about 
early spring, 1968.” 

For Plant Engineering men 
who have been called upon to 
drain goldfish ponds and chase 
sparrows, the incident was just 
another minor problem. 

“You ought to try chasing pig¬ 
eons out of the buildings, if you 
want a REAL problem!” Vern 
Sharp, general foreman in Plant 
Engineering, remarked. “Or get¬ 
ting rid of gophers in the build¬ 
ing 1 patio. We never did figure 
out how they got across—or 
under—Pacific Highway. 

“Also, we get a lot of cats, or 
rather kittens, born in the fac¬ 
tory, and of course, Plant Engi¬ 
neering ends up as nursery maid. 
We take them to the Humane 
Society.” 

Incidentally, that problem of 
pigeons and sparrows in the 
buildings is no joke. Talk about 
“bombing,” they can hit a B-36 
or a T-29 without even trying! 


INTERPRETERS—Typical steps in work of Fort Worth's flight data analysis group are these: left, 
C. L. Harrison checks readings on oscillograph paper; center, W. M. Walker views movie film made 
on test flight; right, W. S. Lieberman, barricaded by ledgers, film and graph paper. Such men as 
these analyze and interpret mass of data obtained on B-36 tests. 


Chipper at 83 


Tin Can Gadget Speeds Work on 
Bomb Racks, Brings $118 Award 


Long Life Laid 
to Moderation 

An outdoor life, hard work and 
moderation in all things were 
offered this week as a formula 
for long life. 

The authority was C. Z. Shep- 
pherd who is known to all Con¬ 
vair SD as “Dad.” His qualifica¬ 
tions for speaking are that this 


Threading electrical harnesses 
through bulkhead holes in B-36 
1 racks is a painstaking job. 

Complicating the task are elas¬ 
tic grommets that must fit snug¬ 
ly around the wires holding them 
in place and protecting them as 
they pass through the bulkheads. 

“There’s got to be a simpler 
way of doing this,” Francisco J. 
Araiza of Dept. 365 at plant 2, 
San Diego, told himself as he 
worked at the job one day. “What 
I need is a funnel of some kind 
that will expand the grommets 
enough to get them easily in 
place, and then that I can take 
away with ease.” 

The last part was the tough 
part but Araiza thought of a 
metal funnel that would be split 
and when it had done its job could 
be bent open and removed. He 
tried out the idea using metal 
from tin cans. From repeated 
bending, the metal funnels soon 
broke through, but they lasted 
long enough to do a job. 

Elmer Gahlbeck, assistant fore¬ 
man, got wind of the develop¬ 


ment. Upshot was that even 
while an Employee Suggestion 
was being made out, Eddie Robin¬ 
son, general foreman, was ap¬ 
proving an order for a number 
of the new gadgets in different 
sizes. A few weeks later Araiza 
received an Employee Suggestion 
award of $118, with $100 pay¬ 
able at once and the balance in 
six months if the idea is still in 
effect. 


FUNNELS — F. J. Araiza 
(Dept. 365 SD) demonstrates how 
electrical harnesses are slipped 
through bulkhead holes by use 
of "split funnel." When in place, 
funnels are removed by bending 
open. They are slit down one 
side. Araiza received a $ I 18 
Suggestion Award. 


'Tell Joe Messages 
Swamp Convair SD 

“Please tell Pop to bring 
home a loaf of bread. ...” 

“Tell Sis I’ll meet her on the 
corner of Fifth and Broadway 
instead of Fifth and F. . . . ” 

“Tell Joe Aunt Minnie is 
coming to visit us next week. 
Maybe he’ll want to leave 
town. ...” 

These aren’t word for word, 
but they are close enough to 
the variety of personal calls 
that Convair SD is asked to 
relay to Convair men and 
women at work. They are calls 
that Convair simply can’t han¬ 
dle, for obvious reasons. If we 
had a half dozen people in the 
plant instead of nearly 20,000, 
it would be a different matter. 

“We can handle—and are 
happy to handle—emergency 
calls that are real emergencies, 
accidents, serious illness, etc.,” 
Gene Pasek, Employment 
supervisor at SD, said. “But 
give us a break on the petty 
messages.” 


End of Test Flight Signals 
go to Work tor Data Men 


“Air Force one—zero—nine to 
Convair tower. Test run com¬ 
pleted. Request landing instruc¬ 
tions.” 

With those words from the Con¬ 
vair FW pilot, another B-36 test 
flight is completed. But end of 
the flight marks only the begin¬ 
ning for another group at FW— 
the men who go into the infor¬ 
mation gained on the flight and 
record it for use by Convair engi¬ 
neers and Air Force people. 

The group—flight data analy¬ 
sis of flight test engineering 
under supervision of John S. 
Lewis—now takes over the all- 
important job of interpreting and 
recording the reams of informa¬ 
tion gained on the flight. 

How is it done ? By movie 
cameras, oscillographs, recorders 
and by flight test engineers and 
flight personnel using pencils and 
pads. 

Movie cameras installed 
throughout the test B-36s record 
readings on instrument panels 
and manometer boards. Some of 
these panels may have as many 
as 88 instruments recording vari¬ 
ous items as the flight progresses. 
Recording these readings at a 
rate of about 20 per minute, the 


A SURE THING—When Dad 
Sheppherd of Convair SD rides 
in parade or horse show, he is 
cinch for ribbon as oldest of old 
timers. At 83 his seat in saddle 
is almost as firm as when he 
rode plains as a cowpoke. 

week he will be 83 years old. And 
he’s still as fit as a fiddle. 

* “I’ve always worked hard,” 
the old plainsman said. “And 
there isn’t much that I haven’t 
done at one time. I smoke and 
I take a little nip, but two 
drinks was always my limit.” 

Dad, who was a cowboy in the 
days when a rider wasn’t dressed 
unless he packed a gun, says he 
has buried so many of his friends 
that he long ago lost count. 

“And I buried a lot of them 
‘with their boots on,’ ” he added. 
“My, I’ve seen some mighty 
rough times and ridden with some 
mighty tough men. . . . No, I 
never shot a man myself and I’ve 
never been shot at either. I al¬ 
ways managed to get along with 
everyone.” 

As is his custom, Dad will 
make his annual rounds of the 
plant tomorrow (Friday) in honor 
of his birthday. He will be one 
day ahead of schedule, for his 
birthday actually falls on July 7. 
As in the past, Dad will bestow 
his mark on all the girls. 

“Those that I don’t kiss will 
kiss me,” he said confidently. 


camera would pick up something 
like 1,056,000 pictures in an aver¬ 
age flight of 10 hours! 

The processed movie film is run 
through a movie viewer by the 
data group to record and inter¬ 
pret readings. 

A special recorder on some test 
ships lists temperature readings 
at 288 different points on the 
ship every six minutes. These are 
studied to gain information on 
equipment operation at high alti¬ 
tudes and extremely cold air tem¬ 
peratures. 

Oscillographs record the work¬ 
ings of moving parts on the 
plane, as well as pressures, vi¬ 
brations, accelerations, rate fac¬ 
tors, workings of electriconic 
equipment and other factors. 

Each plane carries at least 
three complete systems for re¬ 
cording on oscillograph paper. 
Readings may be made at inter¬ 
vals of one 100th of a second and 
up. 

Ultimately information is 
transferred to ledgers, graphs, 
special reports and studies for 
future use. Particular tests may 
be incorporated into reports to be 
published for use by the AF and 
design engineers at Convair. 


Model-Man Builds Seven-Foot 
Replicas of Bombers at FW 


Most folks at Convair FW who 
spend eight or more hours a day 
building B-36s like to go home 
at night and forget about rivets, 
landing gears and wing-span, but 
not T. J. Stevenson of Dept. 
44-2’s second shift. 

Stevenson spends most of the 
spare hours of the day fooling 
around his workshop building 
scale-model B-36s with wing 
spans of seven feet. 

One look at his first solid scale 
model will convince you he knows 
his business. An owner of a 
downtown model shop took a 
look at the model and promptly 
bought it to display above the 
doorway of his shop on Main 
St. It hangs there now for one 
and all to see. 

Stevenson is modest about his 
abilities, but with a little prod¬ 
ding will tell you that he has 
taken two first prizes in model¬ 
building contests. 

His first solid scale-model B-36 
is complete to the last detail. Ex¬ 
cept it’s without jet pods. Steven¬ 


Courtesy Stressed by Management Club 
Speaker on Human Relationship 


Members of Convair SD’s Man 
agement Club last month got a 
liberal dose of advice on human 
relationships from the speaker 
of the evening, Fred Smith, vice- 
president, Industrial Relations, 
for the William Powell Co., of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In a talk pointing the way to¬ 
ward improved contacts with 
others in business, Smith re¬ 


minded his audience of the advan¬ 
tages of common courtesy and 
“honest answers to honest ques¬ 
tions.” 

“If I can leave these four 
points in your minds,” Smith said. 
“When you talk to a man look 
him straight in the eye . . . keep 
an interested expression on your 
face . . . learn to smile . . . and 
learn to listen. ...” 


son says he hasn’t yet obtained 
enough information on them to 
successfully reproduce them. 

He does most of his work in 
a workshop at home completely 
equipped with both electrical and 
manual tools for his work. His 
one ambition is a chance to work 
in the Convair model shop where 
wind tunnel B-36 models are 
built. However, he is quick to 
add that he might need a “little 
more experience” before they can 
use him in the model shop. 

Stevenson is currently working 
on a flying model B-36 that he 
hopes to have completed in two 
or three months. His new model 
will be. equipped with six small 
gasoline-driven engines and mov¬ 
ing parts to enable it to fly. To 
which the owner of the shop 
where Stevenson’s first B-36 flies 
adds: 

“I have seen a lot of people 
undertake the building of a fly¬ 
ing-model B-36, but have never 
seen one completed. But if any¬ 
one can do it, Stevenson can.” 


FINISHED PRODUCT—T. J. Stevenson, Dept. 44 FW, puts fin¬ 
ishing touches on scale model B-36 he built for model shop in FW. 
Wing span is six and one-half feet. 
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WASHERS TO RUDDERS—Spare parts for B-36s show considerable range in 
size. At left are washers used in various valves and pumps. They dwarf cigarette 
resting among them. At right is rudder assembly, largest spare parts item. Center 


shows E. W. Lenart and N. R. Tomlinson putting finishing touches on quick 
engine change mount, another one of spares. 


Convair FW Stocks 10,000 
Spare Parts for AF B-36's 


“Evei'y B-36 spare part where 
it might be needed—before it’s 
needed.” 

That’s the goal of Convair FW 
folks in the spares section of 
Contracts department at Convair 
FW, according to W. N. (Bill) 
Liddle, supervisor. 

“But we get a lot of help,” 
Liddle added quickly. 

He explained that what he calls 
the “real work” is performed by 
Convair employees in many de¬ 
partments : 

Such as those who make sheet 
metal parts in the Fabrication de¬ 
partments ; 

The Sub-Contracts and Mate¬ 
rial department people who buy 
the many thousands of items 
going into B-36 production; 

Inspectors who inspect each 
item with painstaking care; 

Traffic department people who 
have to get the materials and 
parts from where it is to where 
we need it; and many others in 
other departments. 

“Those people,” said Liddle, 
“are the ones who do the real 
work. We only do the paper 
work.” 

But the 130 folks in the spares 
section also have a big job, be¬ 
cause providing spare parts for 
B-36s scattered from coast to 
coast and border to gulf is a 
multi-million-dollar operation. 

“If you remind yourself that 
every B-36 requires more than 
60,000 Convair-made parts, as 
well as thousands of purchased 
parts and parts supplied by the 
Air Force, you have a faint idea 
of what is involved,” Liddle ex¬ 
plains. 

Naturally, it’s not necessary 
for Convair to supply spares for 
each of the parts. Rather, spares 
are confined to those which ex¬ 
perience shows are likely to be 
needed to keep B-36s flying a 
maximum amount of the time. 

Approximately 10,000 different 
spares are currently supplied. 

Working closely with the spares 


section at FW are spare parts 
representatives located at all Air 
Force installations servicing B- 
36s. 

Representatives keep watchful 
eyes on the spares the Air Force 
will need, and also help keep base 
commanders up to date on latest 
changes in Convair-made parts 
and accessories. 

Carswell Air Force Base, Texas, 
is currently the spares section’s 
biggest customer. Even for such 
a short haul, spares are padded 
and crated to insure safe delivery. 

On hurry-up orders from Cars¬ 
well, the parts are delivered in 
many instances within four hours 
after the- request is received at 
Convair, according to Liddle. 

Rapid City Air Force Base, 
South Dakota, is another top cus¬ 
tomer for the spares section, as 
is Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 

Although the three bases men¬ 
tioned above are the main parts 
centers, all staging areas handl¬ 
ing B-36s have spare parts stocks. 

Spares range in size from ele¬ 
vators and rudders requiring en¬ 
tire railway cars for shipment of 
single units to washers smaller 
than a dime. 

Each part is carefully pack¬ 
aged and preserved before leav¬ 
ing Convair and even the small¬ 
est washers are counted individu¬ 
ally to insure accuracy. 

Like good neighbors, Cars¬ 
well AFB and Convair FW 
sometimes “borrow” spares 
from one another. 

“It may seem unusual, but we 
have borrowed spares from Cars¬ 
well to meet production de¬ 
mands,” says Liddle. “As soon as 
possible, we load a truck and 
return the part just as any good 
neighbor would do. 

“The fact that the percentage 
of B-36s grounded for lack of 
spare parts is lower than any 
other combat aircraft speaks well 
for all Convair and Air Force 
people involved in our operation.” 



TWO TOGETHER—Within 35 minutes of each other, two 
Dept. 632 men at San Diego working, on same B-36, suffered similar 
accidents and escaped unhurt, because of safety glasses. One was 
L. A. Cronk, hit in lens by a broken drill fragment. Other was 
D. M. Knight, also struck by broken drill piece. Left to right, Sam 
Shepard, foreman, Cronk, Knight, H. C. Medearis, foreman. 
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'Sharpshooter and Indian Chief 
From SD Sing for Starlight Opera 


When the curtain went up last 
week on “Annie Get Your Gun” 
at San Diego, the Starlight 
Opera’s current production, there 
were four from Convair in the 
company, two in principal roles. 


BEAUTY WINNER — Convair 
daughter Ina Sue Dobbs (daugh¬ 
ter of O. M. Dobbs of Dept 
634 SD), winner in recent beauty 
parade at Hollywood. Dobbs 
probably will be attending 
beauty shows for some time to 
come, for he has two other 
daughters who will qualify in a 
few more years! 

Family Offers 
'Triple Threat' 

The Miss San Diegos and Miss 
Americas can look to their laurels, 
for one Convair SD family soon 
will be offering rough competi¬ 
tion in the form of a “triple 
threat.” 

The family is that of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. M. Dobbs (Dept. 634). 

Recently their eldest daughter, 
Ina Sue Dobbs, 17, won first 
place in the teen-age division of 
the Screen Children’s Guild bath¬ 
ing beauty parade in Hollywood. 
Not only beautiful and shapely, 
Ina Sue is a dancer as well and 
has appeared on San Diego and 
Hollywood television programs 
She is a Hoover high graduate 
and plans to enter San Diego 
State this fall to major in dra¬ 
matics. 

“But that’s not all,” Dobbs ex 
plained. “I have two more!” 

They are Linda Lou, 10, and 
Karen Kay, 8, both dance stu 
dents. Unprejudiced observers 
say they are sure to carry out 
the family beauty tradition. 


Playing the lead, opposite 
Annie, is John Powell of Inspec¬ 
tion at SD’s plant 2, who appears 
as the sharpshooting Frank But¬ 
ler. Also in a prominent role is 
James Morrison of Dept. 360 at 
plant 2, who is Sitting Bull. 

Others who appear are Clara 
Tuevsky (Dept. 22) and Jerry 
Sullivan (Dept. 4). C. L. Cozzens 
(Dept. 634), who will appear in 
later productions, is also a mem¬ 
ber of the company. 

Powell, as the “big swollen¬ 
headed stiff” is a marksman of 
renown on the stage but not so 
in private life. 

“The only shooting I ever did 
before was during two years 
in the Army,” he said this 
week. Powell, who first joined 
Convair in 1941, served in 
France and Germany and re¬ 
turned to Grinnell College in 
Iowa to complete his education 
before rejoining Convair. He 
majored in voice and sang in 
the Starlight opera last year 
with such roles as the lead in 
New Moon. He is a bass bari¬ 
tone. Powell is scheduled for 
other roles in succeeding Star¬ 
light productions. 

Possibly best known of the 
Convair singers is Morrison, a 
former professional who has tour¬ 
ed the U. S. and Canada in such 
shows as Desert Song. He has 
been with Convair a year and for 
Starlight is recreating a role he 
played in “Annie” for the Greek 
Theater in Los Angeles three 
years ago. 

Clara Tuevsky (whose father 
is the former grand opera tenor 
now in Dept. 212 at SD) has 
danced in Starlight ballets every 
year since 1946, except one. She 
appears in several of the “Annie” 
ballets and is slated for parts in 
Brigadoon. 

Sullivan, who joined Convair 
this spring, sings in three sepa- 
late roles in “Annie,” and is 
slated for others in Sweethearts 
and Brigadoon. Cozzens, who has 
been with Starlight for four 
years, does not sing in the pres¬ 
ent production but is scheduled to 
appear in Blossom Time as the 
second male lead and in Briga¬ 
doon in a supporting role. 


SHARPSHOOTER—John Pow¬ 
ell of Convair SD, who plays lead 
in Starlight opera at San Diego. 
Note sideburns which took him 
three weeks to grow. They are 
part of role as circus sharp¬ 
shooter, Frank Butler. Powell is 
slated for other top roles in Star¬ 
light productions later in season. 


PAPA BULL—James Morrison 
of Convair SD, former profes¬ 
sional singer, as he looks in Star¬ 
light role as Sitting Bull. Unlike 
Powell (above) who produced 
own sideburns, Morrison did not 
grow feathers. — Charles Water¬ 
man Studio photo. 


-From Cosmopolitan. 
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SOCIETY WHIRL—No. I: FW development department friends of June Thomas give surprise 
party. No. 2: SD Dept. 27-6 honors L. I. Medloclc on birthday. No. 3: J. L. Miller and Janet 
Dickinson, both Dept. 360 SD, plant 2, get double birthday surprise party. No. 4: L. F. Perkins, 
Convair FW, gets first bite of chicken at birthday party June 21, arranged by Dept. 4 friends. 
No. 5: U. L. Tidwell, FW Dept. 22-5, cuts cake at surprise birthday fete. No. 6: "Life begins 
at 40" for R. H. Brunner, Dept. 250 SD night foreman, on occasion of birthday with cake and 
gifts. No. 7: FW plant engineers in loud shirt contest called it quits when Bud Badham, 
seated, won hands down with this creation. No. 8: Air Force armament and electronics in¬ 
spection folk prepare to feed "Squawk Club" at picnic at FW's Eagle Mountain Lake. Shown 
are Mildred Barton, Harold Montgomery, Eric Montgomery, Carl Berry, Arthur Thomas. No. 9: 


Dept. 250 SD parties for B. C. Davis, assistant foreman being transferred, H. T. Walsh, his 
successor, and Norma Holloway, leaving company. No. 10: Mr. and Mrs. Bud Badham of FW 
look over gift presented by plant engineering after marriage June 9. She is former Mary Jo 
Hitt of Dept. Il-I. No. II: Delois Griffin cuts cake at party for her in GFE stores, Dept. 4 
SD. No. 12: Plant engineering SD surprised Mary Huls with luncheon in honor of her approach¬ 
ing marriage to Joe Maloney of Guided Missile Division. Henry Smith, assistant chief plant 
engineer, is at her left, John Petit, chief plant engineer, at her right, and prospective bridegroom 
is at Petit's right. No. 13: Al Stieringer of Dept. 102 gets surprise cake. No. 14: Barbara 
Byrne, Dept. 862 clerk in Guided Missile Division, honored on occasion of recent marriage to 
Harold Rasmussen of U. S. Navy. 



BRIDES—At left is Isabel Zeh of chief engineer's office at Fort 
Worth who will marry Maj. Boyd L. Grubaugh of Wright-Patterson 
AF Base latter part of July; while at right is former Evelyn Glasser 
(Dept. 634 SD) who recently married Walter Reffett of Dept. 27 SD 
in Yuma, Ariz. The Reffetts honeymooned in Yosemite park and 
recently held an open house for 60 friends at their home, 2496 
J street, San Diego. 


Isabel Zeh to Wed 

Isabel Zeh, of Convair FW 
Dept. 6, will be married July 21 
to Maj. Boyd L. Grubaugh of 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

The informal ceremony will be 
performed at the Connell Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth. Maid of 
honor will be Rita Schavone, also 
of Dept. 6. 

The couple met two years ago 
when Maj. Grubaugh was at Con- 


Air Force Major 

vair FW on Phase IV testing of 
B-36 model B’s. They plan to 
live in Dayton. Isabel has worked 
at Convair for the past four 
years. She is secretary to J. W. 
Larson, chief engineer. 


Convair Recreation Association 
activities are open to all Con¬ 
vair people and are designed for 
pleasure and entertainment. Join 
as many as you like. 


Dept. 633 SD Maps All-Day Picnic 
With Games, Basket Lunch, Pop 

Plans were under way this ed by CRA. A car pool will take 


week by Dept. 633 at San Diego 
for one of the largest Convair 
picnics of the season. The event 
will be staged in Felicita Park, 
Escondido, Saturday, July 28, 
with more than 700 expected. All 
Dept. 633 employees and their 
families are invited. Admission 
is $1 per family. 

It will be an all-day affair, 
starting at 9 a.m., with events 
planned to carry through until 
late afternoon. Picnic will be 
family style with refreshments 
furnished at the park. 

In addition to special games 
for the children there will be ice 
cream, pop and candy. There 
will be dancing for those who do 
not care for the more strenuous 
activities. Prizes will be furnish- 

Three Depts. to Join 
For Outing July 14 

Joining the ranks of depart¬ 
ments planning picnics are Depts. 
102, 103 and 104 at San Diego. 
Committees are busy working out 
details for a basket picnic to be 
held at El Monte Park, Saturday, 
July 14. All employees of those 
departments and their families 
are invited. 

A full program is being plan¬ 
ned which includes entertainment, 
games, dancing and contests for 
children. Free ice cream, soft 
drinks and beer will be furnished. 


care of those who do not have 
their own transportation. 

Committee chairmen for the 
event are T. Donally, R. Brown, 
P, Donaldson, J. Marshall, F. 
Dernbach, C. Bradley, C. Phillips, 
and E. Schumaker. 


Twins Attend Sister 
At FW Ceremony 

Bud Badham, Dept. 25-1, and 
Mary Jo Hitt, Dept. 11-1, were 
married June 9 at the Oakhurst 
Presbyterian Church in Fort 
Worth. Mary Jo’s twin sisters, 
Jean and Joan, served as brides¬ 
maids and Truett Henry was best 
man. 


Ex-Convair Girl to 
Wed West Pointer 

Mimi Hicks, former CON¬ 
VAIRIETY staffer at FW divi¬ 
sion, will be married to Lt. T. W. 
Tandler of Larchmont, N. Y., 
July 28, at St. Andrew’s Episco¬ 
pal Church. Lt. Tandler is a 
graduate of West Point and is 
stationed at Reese Air Force 
Base, Lubbock, Tex. 


A job in Convair is a job in 
national defense. Help keep 
Uncle Sam’s secrets by keeping 
mum about your job. 


FW Bowling 


MEN’S LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Jack Aces . 16 8 

Hard Heads . 15 9 

Retracts ... 15 9 

Team No. 1 . 14 10 

Knot Heads . 13 11 

Duffers . 12 12 

Team No. 2 .. 11 13 

Team No. 9 . 9 15 

Gutter Balls . 8 16 

Woodchoppers . 7 17 

SECOND SHIFT LEAGUE 
Team W L 

All Eventers . 18 6 

Lucky Five . 17 7 

The Jets . 16 8 

Machine Shop No. 1. 9 15 

“5” Slops . 9 15 

The Scrappers . 3 21 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Vultures . 25 7 

Spares .. 24 8 

Time Killers . 20 12 

Otoos .. 19 13- 

4 Jack’s ’N Jill . 18 14 

Five Flushers . 18 14' 

Ruff necks . 17 15. 

Last Chance . 17 15. 

Striking Jets . 16 16: 

Whot Hoppened . 14 18 

All Hours . 13 19 

Trailers .:. 13 19 

Accidents . 12 20 

Sluggers . 12 20 

Bom-Bowlers . 11 21 

Hot Shots . 7 25 

MIXED LEAGUE 

Team W L 

Lucky Strikes . 30 10 

Super Poopers . 27 13 

Dead Pins . 24 16 

Jay Hawkers . 24 16 

Goofs . 24 16 

Low Gears . 23 17 

Do or Die . 20 20 

Optimists . 20 20 

Jet Omics . 20 20 

Three Hits & Miss. 19 21 

Loafers . 18 22 

Maple Maulers . 16 24 

Pin Heads . 15 25 

Dark Horses . 15 25 

Con strikers . 15 25 

Pin Up’s . 9 81 
























































































July 4, 1951 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 




•y rf - 4 

k * ICiTi aS 

ivij I! cL/ / A. 



a i * « rf 'JFTh 



STARS OF TOMORROW—These Convair sons at Fort Worth may produce big leaguers of 
tomorrow. Members of Little League, they are near triid-point in season play with White 
Settlement (No. I) leading pack. Photo No. I is River Oaks line-up, showing Eddje Dunham, 
Bobby Blackman, Mike Foster, Billie Fulgham, Jack Kloustad, Kirk Difrinri.tt, Bill Lile. Don Good¬ 
man, Billie Allen, Robert Berry, Mick Moorman, Frankie Walters, Freeman Adams, c. M. Moor¬ 
man Manager. No. 2 action shot shows Mike Foster, River Oaks catcher, beating ball to third 
as West Ridglea's Sonny Duff scoops it up. No. 3 shows West Ridglea payers, Richard 
Cauthen, Phillip Anderson, Chico Johnson, Gary Roberts, Sonny Cole, Lamar Malone, Donald 


Garrick, James Giles, Billy Hickey, Shawn McMahon, managers J. W. Giles, Shorty Roberts. 
No 4 is of White Settlement team including Bucky Lovett, Ronnie Clark, Douglas JjK>c>ks, 
Gerald Edge, Lynn Dobbins, Johnny Kitchen, Mickey Lee, Ray Hal Gary Delaney, Charles 
Clark, Ralph Woods, Sonny Ragina, Don Rawlins, Kay Brockermeyer, Mike Dorw.n Jimmy White 
and managers J. E. Jones, M. R. Clark. No. 5 shows Donald Garrick of West Ridglea starting 
swing. No. 6 is Arlington Heights team including Ed Lizarraras Jr., John Higginbotham, Bobby 
Harris, Jack Taylor, Roddie Hailey, Robbie Redden, Phil Kne.fel. A. E. Grable, Bill Lawley, 
Dickie Clark, Mark Murdock, Frank Lawley, Alan Wilson, Val Williams. __ 


Eagles Unbeaten 
In Industrial 

Convair SD’s Eagles in the In¬ 
dustrial softball league stole the 
spotlight last week with a ninth 
inning Garrison finish that kept 
them in the undefeated ranks. 

Dragging 3 to 7 in the top half 
of the last inning against Stand¬ 
ard Oil, league favorite, the 
Eagles suddenly came alive with 
an avalanche of singles and 
doubles capped by Chuck Splin¬ 
ter’s homer that brought the final 
score to 10-7. Ralph Harper was 
the winning pitcher. Previously, 
the Eagles had defeated Solar, 
4-1. 

For thrills, the Eagles’ efforts 
were somewhat eclipsed by the 
spectacular revenge that Con- 
vair’s Missiles exacted from J. R. 
Townsend in the BB league. 
Beaten 4-3 by Townsend in the 
pre-season tournament, the Mis¬ 
siles more than erased that loss 
by smothering the enemy, 35-1! 
It was a field day for Convair 
batters. Jim Williams had six 
hits in eight visits to the plate 
(including three homers); A1 Da- 
marus hit six in seven trips (in¬ 
cluding two homers); and Ralph 
Way added another round-trip. 
Luke Morris, who held the car 
dealers to a single hit during the 
massacre, had trouble adjusting 
his range in the next game 
against the Falcons, which Con¬ 
vair lost, 14-8. (The Falcons are 
a Japanese “midget” team, all 
under five feet and Luke couldn’t 
get his aim down.) 

Meanwhile, Convair’s Triple A 
club was having its troubles. 

m —-> 

Thus far they have lost four 
games, all except one by a single 
run. Solana Beach took them, 
2-1; Phib Pac, 4-3, and Anderson 
Furniture, 4-1. 

“I’m not making any alibis,” 
CRA Commissioner Tony Berar- 
dini said. “But we’re not getting 
the breaks. We are hitting well, 
and have had lots of men on base. 
Against top notch ball clubs like 
these it’s the breaks that decide.” 

Also having a hard time were 
the Convair-Liners in the A 
league who recently lost, 13-2, to 
VFW and tied Tra Pac, 2-2; while 
in the B league the Bombers were 
beating VC-61 by 10-6 and losing 
14-4 to W. P. Fuller. 



Sunday League Club Hits Stride, 
lips Three Teams Straight 


SAFE AT HOME—Exceptionally fine action shot filmed by Con- 
air SD lensman Andy Chelpka shows Phib Pac runner scoring 
^inning run in seventh despite efforts of Catcher Dean Frogg,att 
f Convair. Dust makes it a tough decision for umpire. Runner 
pparently slid between Dean's legs. 



THEY'RE TRIPLE A—Convair SD's top flight ball club in Triple 
\ pose before g,ame with Phib Pac. Back row, left to right, Dean 
"coggatt, Boyd Granger, Ray Reinagle, Bud Leesch, Chuck Hatch. 
Kneeling, Tony Berardini, CRA Commissioner, Al Savin, Jack 
Swank, Manager Ken Ellis, Jack Hartsell, Nick Nicholas. 


Biggest news among CRA base¬ 
ball and softball teams during 
the past two weeks of play at 
FW was the startling come-back 
of the CRA baseball team of the 
Sunday League. 

The hardballers surprised the 
winners of the first half, Ratliff 
Independents, by taking a 5-3 
victory and then came back the 
following Sunday to top Corru¬ 
gated Box, 7-6, and Azle Mer¬ 
chants, 8-0, to take the league 
lead. 

CRA’s entry in the Major City 
League closed first half of play 
in the league cellar with three 
victories and 13 losses. They fell 
to Jim Hill, 10-1, and IAM, 11- 
10, in games during the past two 
weeks. 

Dept. 76 moved to the front 
during the past two weeks in the 
first shift Convair League and 
now holds six wins and a single 
loss for the second half of play 
to five wins and a loss for Dept. 
81. Dept. 22-8 has dropped two 
games, won five. 

Dept. 20-2 has won three and 
lost four, Dept. 4-5 has won one 
and lost six and Dept. 25-3 holds 
no wins and six losses for the 
second half. 

Convair in the Commercial 
League is currently tied for third 
with three wins and a pair of 
losses. 


In the International League, 
C.V.A.C., and the B-36 Fliers are 
placed second and third with two 
wins and a loss and two wins and 
three losses respectively. 

The C.V.A.C. team in the East 
Texas League holds one win and 
one loss. 

The Convair Jets of the Texas 
League have won one game and 
dropped five. 

The only undefeated CRA nine 
left, the Bombers of the Western 
League, hold eight victories to¬ 
ward a second half crown to 
match their first half victory. 

Tooling climbed into the lead 
of the Convair League, second 
shift, and now holds 10 wins and 
pair of losses for the entire 
season and the first half crown. 
Dept. 47 has lost three and won 
seven, and Dept. 76 has won a 
like number, while losing four. 

Dept. 44 has won two and lost 
seven, Dept. 31 has copped two 
jid dropped nine and Dept. 75 
holds a single win and seven de¬ 
feats for the season. 


Convair Keg Teams 
To Enter National 

Four Convair FW CRA bowling 
teams were among the 15 teams 
of the Fort Worth City Bowling 
Association to indicate that they 
will enter the National A.B.C. 
tournament in May, 1952, at Mil¬ 
waukee, Wis. 

The association met June 15 at 
the Will Rogers CRA Center at 
the invitation of CRA bowling 
commissioner H. G. Starkey. 

The 15 teams will make reser 
vations for the 1952 tournament 
and stage a campaign at the tour¬ 
nament to bring the 1954 national 
to Fort Worth. While their 
league play is sponsored by CRA, 
their entry in the national tour 
nament is at their own expense 
and is not sponsored by CRA. 

Interested in recreation? Try 
Convair Recreation Association 
activities for size. 


Golfers Zero on 
Ondo in Tourney 

Question of the week among 
CRA golfers at FW: can Paul 
Ondo repeat his championship 
play when the 1951 plant-wide 
championship tournament opens 
a four-week slate July 7 ? 

Ondo copped the prize in 1950 
and will have several hundred par 
chasers from FW shooting for his 
title, according to Fred Foster, 
CRA golfing commissioner. 

The matched play handicap 
tournament will be held within 
flights with handicapped scores 
on file with the golf commis¬ 
sioner determining the flights. 
No qualifying rounds will be 
held and there will be no entry 
fee. Entries closed July 3. 

The number of entrants deter¬ 
mines the number of flights and 
opponents will be free to select 
course and playing time for their 
matches. 

However, all first round 
matches must be completed by 
July 13 or the players default. 
The tournament ends after four 
consecutive weeks of play. 

Prizes will go to the winner, 
runner-up and semi-finalists in 
each flight. 
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Stickier Goop 
Aim of Research 
Project at FW 


SAY AAAAAHHHH—Dr. R. L. Barber checks one of horses 
Convair Recreation Association at Fort Worth purchased for Riding 
Club activities. Mounts will be stabled in new quarters at Will 
Rogers Coliseum grounds where club members can keep private 
horses for nominal fee. 


Jimminy Crickets! It's Christmas! 


It was Christmas in June at 
Convair FW. 

Reason for the holiday spirit 
was the arrival of Christmas— 
in the person of James Lloyd 
Christmas—when he started to 
work last month as a mainte¬ 
nance carpenter in Dept. 25-3. 


But that’s as far as it goes. 
He was not born on Christmas, 
married on Christmas or in any 
other way connected with the 
holiday. As for nicknames, “I 
just answer to Santa Claus the 
year ’round,” he says. 


TEST BATCH—After test run of new gas tank sealant is mixed, 
Bill Bandaruk is shown trying it out on model jet fuel tank as Chief 
Chemist Ken Dorcas looks on. Tank is filled with fuel, then sub¬ 
jected to vibration tests on machine. 

mmm 


Goop stickier than a shop¬ 
lifter’s fingers and tougher than 
a U. S. Marine sergeant is the 
aim of an extensive research 
project now under way at Con¬ 
vair FW to develop a new sealant 
for use in airplane tanks design¬ 
ed for special jet engine fuels. 

As Ralph Reade, supervisor of 
FW engineering test lab, puts it: 

“In the past, we’ve had only to 
contend with the usual aviation 
gasolines. 

“But fuels specifically designed 
for jet engines are even more 
difficult to contain without de¬ 
veloping leaks. And we’ll be us¬ 
ing those fuels on the new swept- 
wing B-36. So we’re not going 
to stop until we find a sealant 
that will stop anything.” 

And he does mean anything. 
Including temperatures, that 
would accomplish the proverbial 
hell-freezing operation. 

A major portion of the work 
of developing the sealant is being 
done under the direction of Chief 
Chemist Ken Dorcas and mem¬ 
bers of the chemical section of 
engineering laboratory at FW. 

Extended research chemical 
analysis and months of testing 
have gone into the development 
of the sealant now being tested. 
Tests were made to determine 
effect of fuels on the sealant and 
the sealant upon the fuels; effect 
of both high and low tempera¬ 
tures on the sealant; effect of oil 
on the sealant; and to determine 
the sealant’s ability to prevent 
fuels from seeping from th 
tank under every conceivable cor 
dition. 

Small fuel tanks, replicas c 
those used on the B-36, were bui] 
with rivets, panels and othe 
parts of the actual fuel tank: 
These tanks were filled with fue 
sealed and then subjected to test 
duplicating motions and move 
ments the B-36 goes throug 
while in actual flight. 

The sealant was soaked in fuel 
and then given a rigorous vibrg 
tion test up to as much as 1 
million cycles. 

Specimens of the sealant wer 
placed on strips of aluminum an 
the strips placed on machine 
exerting pressures and strains t 
determine its adhesive qualities 
Recent developments in jet fuel 
have made the task of developin, 
a perfect sealant more difficul 
than ever before. 

Convair’s new all-jet, swept 
wing B-36 taking shape in FW’ 
development hangar makes th 
work of the chemical and engi 
neering test lab group more an 
more important. 

To keep close track of the de 
velopments being made, th 
chemical group and the photo 
graphic laboratory are preparing 
a movie of many of the tests 
They will be used for futur 
study and reference. 

“We are pleased with the prog 
ress being made on the tests, 
Dorcas says. “Of course, we can’ 
always be sure of such things 
but we hope to have another Con 
vair first in the form of the bes 
sealant ever known when th 
swept-wing B-36 makes it 
maiden flight.” 


BOIL AND BUBBLE Convair FW chemical lab analyzes components before combined to form 
new gas tank sealant developed at Fort Worth. Shown are Curtis Watson and Clara Fae Gilley. 



EXPERTS GET TOGETHER—When Henry Knowler, chief engi- 
neer for Saunders-Roe Aircraft Co., Ltd., of Cowes, England, 
center, visited Convair SD recently, he inspected Convair's XP5Y-I 
and talked it over with Comdr. D. B. MacDiarmid of U. S. Coast 
Guard at SD (no mean expert on flying boats himself) and E. G. 
Stout, assistant to SD's chief engineer and a top authority on 
waterbased aircraft. 


XP5Y-1 Resumes Flight 
Program at San Diego 


Convair last week resumed the 
flight testing program for the 
XP5Y-1, the Navy’s new-design 
flying boat at San Diego. 

The boat was returned to the 
water last week for the first time 
in some weeks after installation 
of a new engine control system 
which involved extensive re-work. 

Present to view the plane in 
its U-dock berth near the Con¬ 
vair ramp at San Diego was 
Henry Knowler, chief engineer 
and a director for Saunders-Roe 
Aircraft Co., Ltd., of Cowes, 


Blood Donors Aid 
Convair FW Friend 

Convair FW friends lent a 
helping hand when a fellow em¬ 
ployee was in need last month. 
Blood bank donors were urgently 
needed to replace blood used by 
the father of A. D. Grable, Dept. 
4-5, second shift. 

Grable’s Dept. 4 friends who 
promptly responded with dona¬ 
tions of blood included Frank 
Jones, John F. Thomas, Bill 
Pewitt, Keith Washburn, T. N. 
Covin, Dan Shubert, Pete Zepeda, 
R. L. Craig, Billy Pringle. 

Grable reports that his father 
is now home from the hospital 
and on the road to recovery. 


Engineering Artist 
Fred Mohr Is Dead 

Fred Mohr, 60-year-old engi¬ 
neering illustrator at Convair 
FW, died after collapsing June 
20 while at work. 

Mohr had worked at Convair 
as an artist since 1944. He did 
occasional illustration work for 
CONVAIRIETY, and was the 
subject of a CONVAIRIETY 
story (Oct. 11, 1950) as a result 
of his art work. 


SD Men Will Enter 
U. S. Model Contests 

Three Convair SD model air¬ 
plane men—Dick Sladek of Dept. 
6 and Fudo Takagi and Dick 
Everett of Dept. 31—expect to 
be in Dallas July 23 for the na¬ 
tional model airplane contests. 
Last year Everett took two firsts 
and a second while Sladek took 
third in class A. 


Dalton Held Typical 
Fort Worth Father 

Worth Dalton, Convair FW 
material release analyst, was one 
of five “typical Fort Worth 
fathers” in a Father’s Day tele¬ 
vision feature over WBAP-TV, 
Fort Worth. Dalton, 26-year-old 
T.C.U. senior, was chosen the 
“typical student father.” He is 
father of two children, Worth Jr., 
4 V 2 , and Karen Sue, 2%. 


England, also a builder of water- 
based planes whose Princess SR/ 
45 is scheduled to fly later this 
year. 

“For an eight-engine plane, the 
XP5Y’s cockpit is the most con¬ 
veniently arranged that I have 
seen,” Saunders said as he in¬ 
spected the craft with E. G. 
Stout, assistant to SD’s chief 
engineer, a specialist in water- 
based aircraft. 

Saunders also appeared im¬ 
pressed by the highly advanced 
hull design of the XP5Y which 
represents a new concept for fly¬ 
ing boats. It features a high 
length-beam ratio hull, the prod¬ 
uct of more than a decade of re¬ 
search by Convair engineers. 


Spare Parts Meeting 
To Close Tomorrow 

Forty Air Force and Convair 
people from the spares section 
of Contracts department FW 
were scheduled to complete a 30- 
day spare parts provisioning con¬ 
ference tomorrow (Friday, July 
6) at Fort Worth. 

The spare parts specialists have 
been working nine hours daily 
studying the more than 10,000 
drawings concerned with the B- 
36F in order to become thorough¬ 
ly schooled in spares require¬ 
ments. 


Everett Sends Glider 
To Yugoslavia Meet 

A San Diego built tow-line 
model will compete Aug. 28 at 
Lesce-Bled, Yugoslavia in inter¬ 
national glider competition, the 
lone American entry in the an¬ 
nual Nordic A2 contest. Owned 
by Dick Everett of Dept. 31 SD, 
the glider will be flown for him 
by an English model flyer. 


CLASS WILL START 
A blueprint reading class will 
start July 9 at Convair SD in 
room 6, building 14, for first shift 
students. Duration of the course 
is 30 hours with classes 3:45 to 
5:45 Mondays and Wednesday 
afternoons. 
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CONVAIR LOVELIES—Among first entries in FW beauty con¬ 
test are these pretties. Left to right, Jane Stanley (Dept. 4-1), Mary 
Ellen Hoagland (Dept. 22-4), and Carol Rhode (Dept. 25). See 
page 3. 


Employee Services Will Help With 
Chores That Take Time Off Job 


Absenteeism Costs Convair 
Folk $4 Million a Year 

Convair Fort Worth division employees would have over 
$4,000,000 more on their paychecks this year if all factory 
direct employees were on the job all day of every working 
day. 

That startling figure of the 
cost of absenteeism to employees 
themselves was cited by August 
C. Esenwein, division manager, 
in a direct appeal to employees 
this week for a plantwide effort 
to improve on-the-job attendance. 

“Factory direct employees off 
work are now costing 12,800 man¬ 
hours a day needed in the build¬ 
ing of the B-36s the Air Force 
needs for the defense of our 
country,” Esenwein pointed out. 

“That means enough work to 
build a complete B-36 bomb bay 
section (including parts and as¬ 
semblies, but minus trusses) 
every working day.” 

In an effort to determine what 
Convair can do to help employees 
with problems which cause them 
to be off work, Esenwein an¬ 
nounced appointment of an at¬ 
tendance committee. 

Members of the committee are 
M. L. Hicks and B. G. Reed, 
assistant division managers: J. Y. 

McClure, Quality Control mana¬ 
ger: J. F. Ringo, chief industrial 
engineer; C. H. White, factory 
manager: and Max G. Burland, 

Manager of Industrial Relations, 
chairman. 

Among other things, Esenwein 
(Continued on page 2) 


FW Payroll 
Hits Record 
Peace Level 

Employment at Convair FW 
division neared the World War II 
peak this week when the total 
soared past 30,000, August C. 
Esenwein, division manager an¬ 
nounced. 

It is the first time since De 
cember, 1943, that employment 
has been that high, Esenwein 
said. 

The new employment figure 
maintains the division’s position 
as the largest single aircraft 
plant in the nation in terms of 
employment. 

During the past year, approx¬ 
imately 14,000 persons have been 
added to the payrolls under an 
accelerated program designed to 
turn out B-36s faster than ever 
before. 

The new peace time high com¬ 
pares with the wartime peak of 
30,609 reached on Nov. 26, 1943. 
Employment during World War 
II remained above 30,000 for only 
two months however, from Oct. 
15 to Dec. 17, 1943. By February, 
1944, it had declined to 24,000. 
The lowest point was reached in 
Dec., 1945, four months after V-J 
day, when only 6,400 were on the 
Fort Worth division payroll. 

Of the current total, approxi¬ 
mately 4,600 or 15.4 per cent, are 
women. Convair resumed its hir¬ 
ing of women production workers 
about four months ago. 


If you’re in the habit of taking 
time off from your Convair FW 
job to go to the bank, pay traffic 
fines or any of a dozen other 
necessary but irksome chores, 
you may be losing money off 
your paycheck unnecessarily. 

That’s because the Employee 
Service section of Industrial Re¬ 
lations department is ready, will¬ 
ing and able to help you with 
a number of personal matters. 

“We’ll do everything we pos¬ 
sibly can to help employees ac¬ 
complish their personal business 
without being off the job,” ex¬ 
plains E. G. Crosier, Employee 
Services supervisor. 

“We can handle appeals for 
excuse from jury service, driver 
license renewals, mail deposits to 
all the major banks, pay traffic 
fines if the employee will bring 
us the cash required, obtain mon¬ 
ey orders, and that’s only the 
start. 

“We’ll also try to help find 
housing, find rides, help locate 
nurseries and baby sitters for 


Half of Convair FW Buying Bonds, 
Best Big Industry Mark in State 


Convair FW received a pat on 
the back this week from T. E. 
Crabb, Texas director of Savings 
Bond Division, U. S. Treasury, 
for having the largest percentage 
of bond buyers among all large 
industries of the state. 

Nearly half of all the more 
than 29,000 Convair employees 
have subscribed to defense bonds, 
far exceeding all other Texas in¬ 
dustries employing more than 
5,000 people. 

Final totals released by M. L. 
Hicks, assistant division manager 
and bond drive chairman at Con¬ 


vair, show that 14,520 employees 
are now buying bonds through 
the payroll deduction plan. 

The drive opened June 11 at 
Convair FW with 6,065 people 
buying bonds regularly. During 
the two-week campaign, 8,455 
new subscribers joined the ranks 
for an all-time post-war record at 
FW. 

Machine shop, under H. R. 
Montgomery and J. B. Gauntt, 
had 98.73 per cent participation 
and is tops among the larger FW 
departments. Of a total of 472 
(Continued on page 2) 


small children, make appoint¬ 
ments for after-hour visits to 
doctors and dentists, and any¬ 
thing else within reason to help 
the employee stay on the job.” 

Crosier also invited any em- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Lake Resort 
CRA Takes Over 

A sandy swimming beach and 
picnic area was expected to open 
this week at Eagle Mountain lake 
for the exclusive use of Convair 
FW employees and their families. 

The area is Lakeside Park and 
admission is free to any Convair 
employee by displaying his identi¬ 
fication card, as well as to any 
members of his immediate family 
accompanying him. 

Premilimary negotiations for 
the resort were complete late last 
week, H. G. Starkey, president 
of Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion, said. Lakeside Park is 
reached by driving west on the 
boat club road, past the turnoff 
to the Herring Boat Works. Aft¬ 
er passing the Darter Springs 
camp road, Lakeside is to the 
right on the next road. 

Dressing and rest room facili¬ 
ties are available at the site. 


New AF B-36 Contract 

Convair SD was assured of con¬ 
tinued employment last week in 
its B-36 modernization program 
with announcement by LaMotte 
T. Cohu, Convair president, on 
receipt of a new contract for fur¬ 
ther modification and overhaul 
of B-36s. 

The new contract, size of 
which was not disclosed by the 
Air Force, will extend through 
1952, Cohu indicated. 



NEW POST—W. W. Pierce of 
Convair FW replaces L. L. Tuttle 
as superintendent of fuselags ma¬ 
jor assembly. 

Pierce Mew FW 
Superintendent 

A new department and a new 
superintendent of fuselage major 
assembly were announced this 
week at Convair FW. 

Effective Aug. 1, estimating 
section of contracts department 
becomes the estimating depart¬ 
ment with E. L. Farmer at its 
head. He reports to M. L. Hicks, 
assistant division manager. 

Farmer is currently engaged in 
developing the new department 
and establishing procedures. He 
formerly headed internal audit at 
Convair FW. 

Appointment of W. W. Pierce 
to superintendent of fuselage 
major assembly was announced 
by C. H. White, FW factory 
manager. Pierce succeeds L. L. 
Tuttle. 

White also announced appoint¬ 
ment of H. Flowers as assistant 
superintendent for second shift 
sub-assembly and final assembly. 

Farmer rejoined Convair in 
1950 after five years with Trans- 
World Airlines, Kansas City, and 
Gorman’s Inc., Kansas City. 

He served as chief resident 
auditor for Convair SD from 1943 
to 1945. Before that, he worked 
with Oliver Farm Equipment Co. 
of Dallas and Montgomery Ward 
and Co. at Fort Worth. 

Pierce’s background includes 
(Continued on page 2) 


New Control 
Points Set up 
Near Factory 

A new plan designed to 
speed flow of traffic at peak 
shift change periods at 10 
points on roads leading to 
and from Convair Fort 
Worth division will go into 
effect next Monday, July 23. 

From that date on, Convair in¬ 
dustrial security guard force 
personnel will be on duty direct¬ 
ing traffic at those points, it 
was announced by A. C. Esen¬ 
wein, division manager. 

Intersections deemed most 
critical to speeding traffic are 
four in White Settlement; five in 
Westworth Village; and one in 
River Oaks. 

Each of the municipalities has 
deputized the Convair guards as 
special police officers for direc¬ 
tion of traffic. They will have the 
same traffic authority as munici¬ 
pal officers, including power to 
issue traffic violation tickets. 

“But,” said Esenwein, “we cer¬ 
tainly hope that Convair em¬ 
ployees will co-operate with the 
guards and will follow all traffic 
laws and regulations in order 
there’ll be no necessity for issu¬ 
ing tickets.” 

All traffic direction will be by 
means of traffic signals. Where 
traffic signals already exist, 
they will be operated by the 
guards. Where there are no 
signals, guards will operate port¬ 
able signals. 

Control points are: 

White Settlement: at Cherry 
Lane and Clifford Ave., at 
Cherry Lane and White Settle¬ 
ment, at Grant’s Lane and 
White Settlement, and at 
Grant’s Lane and Highway 183. 

Westworth: at the “Y” on 
White Settlement Road, at 
three points on the White Set¬ 
tlement Road traffic circle, 
and at Highway 183 and White 
Settlement Road. 

River Oaks: Robert’s Cutoff 
and Highway 183. 

The overall plan has been ap¬ 
proved by the State Highway 
Department, acording to G. D. 
Higgins, manager of industrial 
security. 

Division Manager Esenwein 
pointed out that Convair believes 
the new plan will assist in im¬ 
proving traffic flow to and from 
the plant, as well as to assist 
other drivers of the general 
public attempting to cross lines 
of Convair employee traffic. 

He emphasized, however, that 
Convair believes the plan is only 
an interim arrangement, and that 
Convair is continuing its efforts 
to see that federal funds are allo¬ 
cated for permanent improve¬ 
ments to present roads or con¬ 
struction of new access roads to 
the plant. 



Q LOCATION OF CONVAIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL POINTS 


TRAFFIC SIGNAL POINTS—Beginning Monday, July 23, Con¬ 
vair Industrial Security guard force personnel will operate traffic 
signals at points indicated during all Convair FW shift-change 
periods. 
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Seek CntrieA 


Promotions 

GUIDED MISSLE DIVISION 

Promotion to supervision effective July 
1: Dept. 851, Machine Shop: To assistant 
foreman, P. J. Wallraben stein. 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective July 1: 

Dept. 3: To training assistant super¬ 
visor, 0. E. Nevitt; Dept. 4, to super¬ 
visor, M. F. Taylor, J. K. Huber; to 

liaison man, H. T. Williams; to pro¬ 
curement representative, W. R. Thomas. 

Dept. 6: To design engineer, H. Wei- 
mer, A. A. Evans, H. C. Van Fleet; 
to senior design engineer, B. D. Kidwell, 

A. W. Scliolvin, G. C. Fiedler; to engine¬ 
ering drawing checker, J. T. Brown; 
to test engineer, W. R. Finley. K. E. 

Tipper ; to service engineer, CL R. Crip- 
liver; to flight test engineer, W. J. 

Gabriel, E. R. Johnson, R. J. Vrabel, 
F. W. Cordner, W. T. Allen, W. G. 

King. 

To senior flight test engineer, M. 
Lowery Jr., R. Roderick, E. B. Slight; 
to structures engineer, P. W. Vineberg; 
to engineering writer, E. R. Cox; to 
aerophysics project engineer, C. L. Sea- 
cord Jr., R. D. Chase; to engineering 
publications editor, F. W. Priest. 

Dept. 7: To development liaison man, 
K. W. Bat^s; to assistant supervisor, 
J. E. Topliff ; Dept. 9, to administrative 
accountant, R. P. Steward ; to tabulating 
analyst, C. R. Scovel; Dept. 11, to master 
scheduling analyst, H. B. Parnell, V. P. 
Murphy. 

Dept. 22: To assistant foreman, R. M. 
Brackney, F. E. Clayton, C. E. Epperson, 
A. J. Ford Jr., N. D. Harmon, T. L. 
Hearne, R. W. Hooper, K. B. Jones, 
W. F. McMurry, W. N. Salyer, J. F. 
Shamburger, R. C. Walker, S. A. Scott, 
C. M. Box, W‘. J. Shurbet, C. S. Heise, 
J. M. Hudson, C. W. Dabbs, R. L. Lus^ 
ter, C. R. Nunley. 

To foreman, J. L. Neill, D. N. Nor- 
deck, K. P. Bogue, C. L. Booth, L. B. 
Hunt, D. A. Bennett, H. G. McQuitty, 
E. H. Littlejohn, F. 0. Ferguson, A. R. 
Dixson, D. C. Hammock; to assastant 
general foreman, G. 0. Davis , E. A. 
Wright , C. B. McWilliams; to general 
foreman, H. L. Lawrence, G. P. Glee- 
son Jr., W. E. Franz ; to assistant chief 
of production control, J. J. Minton, W. 
C. Shive, R. E. Davis; to assistant su¬ 
perintendent, P. L. Smith, R. M. Gal¬ 
lagher. 

Dept. 24: To assistant supervisor, J. D. 
Du Pree; Dept. 27, to department assist¬ 
ant, C. EL Rosenau, E. E. Chapin, G. E. 
Curry; Dept. 31, to assistant foreman, 

J. E. Crowder, W. D. White, O. W. 
Manis, I. R. Rhodes, J. G. White. 

Dept. 43: To assistant foreman, J. D. 
Hutson, J. L. Wilcox Jr., J. H. May, 

A. Davis, B. H. Turner Jr. ; Dept. 44, to 
assistant foreman, J. W. Orrell; Dept. 
45, to assistant foreman, J. A. Warren ; 
to foreman, O. A. Bolton ; Dept.46, to 
assistant foreman, J. D. Pinkston, C. D. 
McGowen, W. P. Moore; to foreman, W. 

B. McQuien. 

Dept. 47: To foreman, H. A. Harris; 
to assistant general foreman, C. F. 
Fitz jar raid; Dept. 48, to assistant fore¬ 
man, L. L. Moore, 0. D. Wilson ; Dept. 
50, to assistant foreman, W. E. Bowden, 

K. H. Peters; Dept. 64, to assistant 
general foreman, V. D. Evans, O. L. 
Whitaker; to general foreman, F. J. 
Balik; Dept. 65, to assistant foreman, 
E. 0. Murphee, W. W. Smalling; to 
foreman, J. M. Strother. 

Births 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

HENDRICKS—Daughter, Margaret Pa¬ 
tricia, born June 17 to Mr. and Mrs. 
John J. Hendricks of Arlinngton, Va. 

FORT WORTH 

BASKETT—Daughter, Teresa Ga'y, 7 
lbs. 9% oz., born June 20 to Mr. and 
Mrs. E. F. Baskett, Dept. 47. 

CARR—Son, Donald Nathan, 8 lbs. 
13 oz., born June 27 to Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Carr, Dept. 47. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

GOAD—Chester N., Dept. 65, died 
July 4. Survivors: wife, two daughters, 
three sons, father, sister and brother. 


Service Pins 

GUIDED MISSLE DIVISION 

Service pins due during the period 
July 2 through July 15: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 804, F. E. Revel; 
Dept. 824, L. A. Holtz, F. G. Williams; 
Dept. 827, G. A. D‘ynes. 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, D. H. Gerbaz, 
G. CL Johnson, W. M. Johnston, N. H. 
Simpson, A. D. Tuttle. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, F. J. Brown 
Jr., Dept. 14, Gus Adams; Dept. 15, 

C. V. Smith ; Dept. 20, D. H. Beene, 

J. V. Billingsley; Dept. 22, R. L. Huck- 
abee; Dept. 24, A. H. Babbitt, J. L. 

Browning; Dept. 27, R. H. Conner, W. 
P. Richardson. 

Dept. 31, J. R. Wiggins; Dept. 43, 

M. T. Riddle; Dept. 44, G. C. Carter, 

G. H. Chastain, H. H. Longham Jr. ; 

Dept. 45, L. W. Denson; Dept. 46, 
J. G. Chapman, W. D. Simmons; Dept. 
47, G. W. Phillips; Dept. 48, C, L. 

Addison, W. O. Means, A. V. Melugin, 
W. Roberts, F. A. Stevens, C. E. Tid¬ 
well. 

Dept. 50, R. W. Argabright, R. H. 

Sells: Dept. 61, N. V. Cooper, C. T. 

Ludwick, J. M. Simpson ; Dept. 64, M. 
M. Nelson, F. P. Rostochar ; Dept. 65, 

S. L. Baugh, M. C. Dozier, H. L. Lucas, 

T. H. McNutt, J. E. Moad, F. H. Smith. 
Dept. 73, C. O. Hall ; Dept. 74, R. D. 

Burns ; Dept. 81, R. L. McDowell, A. N. 
Thomason. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Bright ideas on how to do their work 
better, quicker, easier, or more econom¬ 
ically brought Employee Suggestion 
awards to Convair FW employees: 

Dept. 6, P. Hutchison, H. Bartholo¬ 
mew, M. B. Gross; Dept. 9, Nona Pos¬ 
ton, L. M. Hawthorne; Dept. 12, L. E. 
Johnson, L. R. Parvin ; Dept. 24, S. M. 
Blanton, J. G. Neal, H. G. Craig, Paul 
C. Gunn, O. J. Adams, E. EL Kay, M. W. 
Cristman. 

Dent. 25, T. W. Eakin, J. EL Moore, 
M. L. Powell; Dept. 27, W. L. Darr, 
W. C. Culver, H. C. Bruce, J. R. Tren- 
tham, A. W. Swackhamer, R. W. Mat- 
zinger; Dept. 30, C. D. Meuir, P. F. 
Holloway, J. T, White, Robert Rogers, 
J. R. West, C. D. Williams, R. E. Sass- 
man, J. F. White. 

Dept. 31, A. C. Dillard, G. F. Wilson, 
A. O. Davis, G. L. Herring, Pat Lane, 
A. C. Clay, B. T. Hodges, C. L. Thomp¬ 
son, D. Y. Scott, H. R. Garlington, L. A. 
Dobbs, CL O. Hill; Dept. 44, M. I. Dixon, 
Alvin Prewett, M. B. Carlock, S. B. 
Turner; Dept. 45, R. J. White; Dept. 
46, T. Cannon; Dept. 47, E. O. Daniels; 
Dept. 61, C. J. Samuel, L. L. Stephens. 

Dept. 64, L. R. Lunsford; Dept. 73, 
C. J. Dowthitt; Dept. 74, R. R. Miller; 
Dept. 76, M. O. Watts, W. CL Kegley; 
Dept. 81, J. E. Moilanen, F. D. Patter¬ 
son, C. R. Becker, Frank Lynch, H. J. 
Schlabs, G. D. Gibbons, W. W. Shelton, 
S. M. Smith. R. N. McKinney ; Dept. 82, 
J. H. Almond. 



Her husband permits her to wear it— 
conditionally! 



"BIT" BY BIT—C. L. Newsom, Dept. 44, shows how he was 
removing broken drill bit from bomb bay section when bit broke 
and shattered goggles without injury to his eye. "I'll never be 
without them from now on," says Newsom. 
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Pierce New FW 
Superintendent 

(Continued from page 1) 

26 years of experience in the air¬ 
craft field, ranging from his days 
with a flying circus to his job 
with Ethiopian Air Lines as a 
board member. He joined Con¬ 
vair FW in 1950, and was assist¬ 
ant superintendent before his 
promotion. 

He has held jobs with Douglas 
Aircraft and North American 
Aircraft as well as with other 
aircraft organizations. He work¬ 
ed with the Vultee Field division 
of Convair as chief inspector 
from 1940 to 1943. 

Overseas assignments for 
Pierce has included work with the 
Ethiopian Air Lines, Trans-Afri¬ 
can Associates and others. 


Employee Services 
Helps With Chores 

(Continued from page 1) 
ployee with a suggestion on other 
services which Convair might per¬ 
form for employees to contact 
his office. 

“WeTl try anything within rea¬ 
son,” he added. 

Crosier pointed out that taking 
time off from work for shopping 
is unnecessary if employees can 
find what they want at three of 
Fort Worth's larger department 
stores which stay open late large¬ 
ly for the benefit of Convair 
families. 

Leonard’s and Everybody’s are 
both open until 6:30 p.m. each 
weeknight. On Fridays and Sat¬ 
urdays, they are open until 9 p.m. 
In addition, Montgomery Ward 
is open on both Monday and Fri¬ 
day nights until 9 p.m. 

Crosier pointed out that at the 
present time, employees’ families 
are losing an average of approxi¬ 
mately $133 per year due to time 
off the job. 

“That,” said Crosier, “would 
pay all the premiums for a year 
on a good-sized insurance policy. 
And we’re sure that some of this 
time off can be reduced if em¬ 
ployees will check with Employee 
Services Section first before they 
decide to take time off for per¬ 
sonal matters.” 

Employees may contact Crosier 
and other members of the section 
at any rest period, lunch period 
or before and after shift change. 
Crosier’s telephone extension is 
5141. 


Half of Convair FW 
On Bond Buying List 

(Continued from page 1) 
employees, 466 are saving regu¬ 
larly through the payroll deduc¬ 
tion plan. 

Traffic department made a late 
surge to take second place with 
82.05 per cent participation with 
489 employees of 596 buying 
bonds. 

Sub-contracts department re¬ 
ported 60 bond buyers among 77 
employees and budget depart¬ 
ment had 10 of 14 employees 
registered for bonds. 

“We may have a few late re¬ 
ports due to vacations and other 
causes that will enable us to pass 
the 50 per cent mark. It is very 
encouraging to know that almost 
half of all our people are buying 
bonds,” Hicks says. 


Pomona to Set Up 
Engineering Annex 

An engineering annex and em¬ 
ployment offices for Convair’s 
Guided Missile division will be 
established soon in downtown Po¬ 
mona, Calif., Gage Irving, divi¬ 
sion manager, announced recent¬ 
ly. 


Several hundred electronics, 
, electrical, mechanical and aero- 
! nautical engineers will be em¬ 
ployed at the Pomona plant to 
mass produce anti-aircraft guid¬ 
ed missiles for the Navy’s Bureau 
of Ordnance, Irving said. Con¬ 
struction of the Pomona plant, 
which Convair will operate for 
the Navy, is expected to start in 
the near future on a 140-acre site. 



FORTY CONVAIR YEARS—FW Division Manager A. C. Esern 
wein, left, congratulates two FW men who have worked more than 
40 years for Convair and its parent organizations. Center is A. C. 
Klawitter, only 25-year pin holder at FW. Rig.ht is J. H. Deitzer, a 
15-year pin holder. 



Absenteeism Costs 
$4 Million a Year 

(Continued from page 1) 
charged the committee with in¬ 
vestigating what Convair, as a 
company, can do to assist em¬ 
ployees in handling personal mat¬ 
ters that they are now sometimes 
taking time off the job to ac¬ 
complish. 

“For one thing,” said Esen- 
wein, “we want to remind em¬ 
ployees that there are many prob¬ 
lems that they can take care of 
right here at the plant in the 
Employee Services section of In¬ 
dustrial Relations,” Esenwein 
said. 

“That includes such things as 
help on housing, paying traffic 
tickets, handling appeals for ex¬ 
cuse from jury service and a 
dozen other things. 

“We want employees to seek 
the help of employee service sec¬ 
tion. That’s what it’s for. If we 
do, we can all be on the job a 
greater percentage of the time.” 


JOINS CONVAIR — Former 
chief correspondent for Life 
magazine in Washington, D.C., 
Edward F. Jones, joined Convair 
recently as assistant to the presi¬ 
dent. 



SUPER SALESMAN—W. B. Todd, right, chairman of Tarrant 
County defense bond committee, congratulates H. R. Montgomery 
on record machine shop made during Convair FW bond drive. 
Center is M. L. Hicks, Convair drive chairman. 



- yn 


mm ' -Vr 



\ I 


M % 

‘ 'll 


M ’ ,| 



CASHES IN—Second shift friends of H. A. Chambers, Convair 
FW Dept. 31 assistant foreman (seated), presented him with $41 
on last day at Convair. Chambers was called to Army duty. Pre¬ 
senting money is C. R. Haney, Dept. 31. 
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SERIOUS BUSINESS—Dignified and intent is Prudy Spofford, 
daughter of D. S. Spofford (Dept. 8-3), as she tries out one of CRA 
horses at FW. Riding, Club opened new facilities at Will Rogers 
CRA horse barn July 8. 

Lack of Housing Forces Han, Wife, Baby 
To Live in Small Room With Two Others 


Convair FW Beauty Queen 
to Get Milwaukee Trip 

One Convair FW beauty will win all-expense-paid trip— 
or $100 in cash—in the first annual CRA Beauty Contest, 
H. G. Starkey, CRA announced this week. 


If you had your two-month-old 
baby, your wife, yourself and two 
relatives all cramped into one 
small room, you’d probably join 
young J. W. Owens every day at 
the Convair FW employee hous¬ 
ing desk. 

For that’s just exactly the 
problem the Owens family faces. 

“And the Owens’ are just one 
of hundreds of Convair families 
looking for homes,” says E. G. 
Crosier, Employee Service sec¬ 
tion supervisor. “We’re doing 
everything we can for them . . . 
but we just don’t have enough 
listings.” 

Owens’ case is typical of many 
new employees who have come to 
Convair in recent months. An 
upholsterer in Dept. 47, Owens 
came to Convair three weeks ago 
from Denton, Tex. Unable to find 
a house or apartment, Owens, his 


wife and son now share one room 
in a government project with two 
other relatives. 

“There’s not room for one per¬ 
son to turn around, much less 
five,” says Owens. 

He appealed to the Convair 
housing office for help. The 
Owens would be happy with a 
two-bedroom furnished apart¬ 
ment or house. Like most fami¬ 
lies, the young couple can’t af¬ 
ford to pay high rent—not over 
$55-$60 a month. 

The housing office has on file 
many other families like the 
Owens. 

“We want listings of every 
kind—houses, apartments, fur¬ 
nished and unfurnished,” says 
Crosier. “We want our housing 
extension no. 4278 to start ring¬ 
ing off the wall!” 


CRA Hobby Show 
Planned in Fall 

Long talked about in Convair 
SD CRA circles, a hobby show 
will become a reality this fall. 

The Employee Council last 
week approved funds for such an 
event and Eddie Robinson, former 
CRA president, will be in charge. 

Robinson said the event will be 
held in November and he hopes 
to acquire comfortable quarters 
in Balboa Park where all Convair 
SD hobbyists can display their 
efforts and vie for CRA prizes.” 

“We will have at least $500 in 
awards. There is no limitation 
on entries, so long as they are 
from Convair men or women or 
their immediate families,” Robin¬ 
son said. 

“Tentatively, we expect to have 
five separate divisions, one for 
art, another for handcraft, a third 
for model work, a fourth for col¬ 
lections of various kinds and a 
fifth to take care of any unclassi¬ 
fied hobbies, such as aquariums.” 

Robinson urged all Convair 
hobbyists to start thinking now 
about getting their work in con¬ 
dition for the show. Entry forms, 
posters, etc., will be forthcoming 
later. 


FW Chess Experts 
Tackle U.S. Best in 
Open Championship 

Convair FW chess players this 
week were taking on the best in 
the nation. 

Fifteen Convair Recreation 
Association players are entered 
in the Chess Congress and U. S. 
Open Chess Championship Tour¬ 
nament being held through Sat¬ 
urday, July 21, at Hotel Texas in 
Fort Worth. 

“Of course,” said G. L. Olsen, 
CRA commissioner, “we don’t ex¬ 
pect to take any top places, but 
we expect to have a lot of fun 
with the real masterminds of 
chess, and we might come up 
with a winner somewhere down 
the line.” 

Considered by CRA chess play¬ 
ers as most likely to make the 
best showing in the national are 
E. W. Foster, plant champion, 
and E. B. Schick. 

In addition to Olson, Foster 
and Schick, those entered in¬ 
clude: C. L. Parkin, H. C. Van 
Fleet, A. E. Unruh, L. A. Swan¬ 
son, J. H. Reagan, J. A. Cush¬ 
man, G. E. Gullett, R. A. Tamil- 
low, Hal Collins, Dan Redwine 
and J. S. Knaur. 


Holders for Badges 
On Sale at 30 Cents 

Plastic badge and ID card 
holders are now on sale in the 
CRA Office, according to E. G. 
Crosier, Employee Services su¬ 
pervisor. 

The holders are designed to fit 
in a shirt pocket and may be 
purchased for 30 cents. 

CRA 'Wares Shine 
in Display Case 

B-36 pins, B-36 belts and vari¬ 
ous other personal items are now 
offered in a new display case in 
the Employee Services section at 
Convair FW. 

All items, including wrist 
watches for men and women, are 
being sold by Convair Recreation 
Asociation at cost plus a small 

J® --> 

handling charge, according to E. 
G. Crosier, CRA business mana¬ 
ger. 

Employees interested in in¬ 
specting the items may do so be¬ 
fore or after shift change, at rest 
periods or during lunch periods. 

Crosier emphasized that sale of 
the items is entirely on a cost 
basis and is offered only as a 
service to employees. 


A man or woman of Convair 
carries a special responsibility to 
Uncle Sam. Keep his defense 
secrets to yourself! 


Contestants already entered by 
their departments include: Jane 
Stanley, Dept. 4-1; Jo Owen Mc- 
Duff, Dept. 9; Mary Ellen Hoag- 
lund, Dept. 22-4, and Carol 
Rhode, Dept. 25. 

The contest will be sponsored 
by CRA and the winner will rep¬ 
resent the CRA bowling team at 
the American Bowling Congress 
tournament in Milwaukee. 

Each department in the plant 
is invited to select one contest 
representative. One representa¬ 
tive from the AF will also be 
selected. The contestant must be 
an employee of the department 
she represents, or the wife or 
daughter of a department em¬ 
ployee. 

The winner will be selected at 
a plant-wide dance sponsored by 
Convair bowlers. It is tentatively 
set for Sept. 1 at the Will Rogers 
CRA Center. The dance will be 
held in celebration of the comple- 


A series of departmental 
dances to include every depart¬ 
ment at Convair FW is now in 
the planning stage as result of 
action of the CRA Employee 
Council at its July meeting. 

The council set aside money to 
be used for staging dances for 
each department in the course of 
a year and additional funds to 
sponsor professional ballroom 
dance instruction. 

“The money CRA has set aside 
for this operation is scheduled to 
give every employee a chance to 
attend at least one dance during 
the coming year,” according to 
H. G. Starkey, CRA president. 

Engineering department will 
start the ball rolling July 18 with 
its dance at the Lake Worth 
Casino. Tentative plans call for 
staging two dances per month. 

“The new Will Rogers CRA 
Center should be ready for danc¬ 
ing activities by Sept. 1,” Starkey 


house activities of the CRA rid¬ 
ing club July 9 in the club’s new 
quarters at Will Rogers Coli¬ 
seum. 

Visitors took a look at the 120 
stalls available for housing CRA 
stock and personal stock of club 
members on a non-profit basis. 
Free rides on CRA’s 15 horses 
were offered to all visitors as 
well as a chance to sign up for 
riding classes now under way. 

Classes for beginners, inter¬ 
mediate and advanced riders are 
being formed and a special class 


tion of the new CRA Center. 
Proceeds will pay expenses of 14 
CRA bowlers to represent CRA 
at the national tournament next 
April. 

Contest entries will be judged 
for personality, poise and beauty 
in both street clothes and bath¬ 
ing suits. Judges’ names will be 
announced later. 

Tickets to the dance will go on 
sale for $1 per person Aug. 1 in 
the CRA Office. 

Engineering personnel will se¬ 
lect their representative July 18 
at an Engineering dance at the 
Casino. 

Besides the first prize trip or 
cash, second and third place win¬ 
ners will be awarded wrist 
watches, according to Starkey. 

Deadline for contest entries is 
Aug. 15. Names of departmental 
winners should be sent to the 
CRA office in Employee Service. 


says. “After that time we will be 
able to hold all of them there at 
very little cost to the depart¬ 
ment.” 

Arthur Murray dance instruc¬ 
tors will conduct weekly dance 
lessons for CRA members at the 
Will Rogers CRA center at a cost 
of only 50c a session. Classes 
will run for a 10-week period. 

Starkey says that future plans 
call for classes for beginners, in¬ 
termediates and advanced ball¬ 
room dancers. All classes will be 
held in the air conditioned rooms. 

Convair and Air Force people 
interested in taking lessons were 
urged to list their names at the 
CRA office, ext. 5141. 

“The entire program will give 
more people a chance to enjoy 
more activities,” Starkey says. 
“We hope to get the classes start¬ 
ed by Aug. 1 and the depart¬ 
mental dances no later than 
Sept. 1. 


in jumping is also slated for the 
near future. 

Riding club instructors were on 
hand to offer their aid to begin¬ 
ners and to provide information 
on classes. 

M. C. Copold, CRA riding com¬ 
missioner, reported that 2,100 
bales of hay were obtained for 
feed by cutting the grass on the 
lots west of the FW division 
fence at a small cost to CRA. 


The driver who doesn’t mind 
being passed, will be PRESENT 
when passers are PAST. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Rehearsals each Tuesday, 
Ridglea CRA Center, 8 p.m.. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift. Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 
3195, second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commisioner ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular Camera 
Club meeting 7:30 p.m. July 23, Ridglea CRA Center. Second Shift Camera 
Club chairman, A. L. Green, ext. 4215. Meeting 10 a.m. July 23, Ridglea CRA 
Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commisioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 
119C. Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 31 
(spot weld section). 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Drama classes 8 p.m. each 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Will Rogers CRA Center. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing 
contest now under way. Prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel 
cat caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at 
Employee Services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tues¬ 
day, Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 
10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday 
through Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday 
9 to 10 a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Playoffs in plant-wide 
tournament Aug. 1. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext.4177. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, isame time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296, for information regarding classes. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday,* 7 to 9:30 p.m. for first shift; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 
2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6280. Dancing each 
Monday, Rockwood Park slab, beginners 7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second 
shift, each Wednesday, Northside Recreation Building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner,, ext. 6280. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Tennis play. Forest Park, 
each Tuesday and Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext.3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tonmament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Saurenmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. Water skiing 
every Sunday afternoon at the Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. All necessary 
equipment available. Pack a lunch and bring the family. 



JEWELRY DISPLAY—Gloria Morris, Employee Services section, 
shows some of articles now on sale to Convair FW folks at discount. 
In sales, B-36 pins, belts and other B-36 items lead the field. 


CRA Kicks in' to Help Finance 
Series of Departmental Dances 


Visitors See New Riding Stables 
Opened for FW Enthusiasts 

A steady stream of CRA mem¬ 
bers at FW dropped in on open 
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Busch Once Stars 
Film Partner 

If there hadn’t been a war . . . 

That “if” that meant such a 
lot of different things to so many 
millions of persons has an un¬ 
usual significance to Karl Busch, 
flight dispatch supervisor at San 
Diego and chief instructor for the 
Link trainer. 

It means he might have played 
in more than one motion picture 
v/ith the girl who afterward was 
known as Veronica Lake, and 
perhaps gone on to stardom him¬ 
self. 

Interested in the dramatic arts, 
Busch returned to U.S.C. after his 
graduation and took a postgrad¬ 
uate course in cinemaphotogra- 
phy. While working for M.G.M. 
as a scenic artist, he launched 
into the motion picture business 
on the side and made several 
short movies, aided by Frank 
Conklin, character actor and for¬ 
mer silent screen star. 

“They were largely for training 
purposes and also in the hopes 
that we who were acting in them 
would thereby gain some recog¬ 
nition,” Busch recalled. “In one 
film we needed another girl and 
Conklin’s agent referred one to 
us who was known as Constance 
Kean. Although then an un¬ 
known, she later was called Ver¬ 
onica Lake!” 

However, the war came along 
and Busch went with Lockheed 



THREE IN ONE — In case 
identity isn't evident, all three 
photos are of Karl Busch of Con- 
vair SD. They were taken at 
various time during stage career. 

where he turned to Link trainer 
study (CONVAIRIETY, March 
15, 1950), coming to Convair in 
1943 where he has been con¬ 
nected with Link activity ever 
since. 

Although the aircraft business 
more and more monopolized his 
interests, he relinquished the 
stage reluctantly and up until 
a year or two ago he was active 
in San Diego little theater as 
scene designer and scenic artist. 

“But I don’t seem to have the 
time anymore,” Busch complained. 

(And the reason, perhaps, is 
that he is among the most en¬ 
thusiastic model railroad men 
in San Diego, as well as follow¬ 
ing such other hobbies as fash¬ 
ioning ceramics and designing 
and building novel smoking 
pipes!) 



AMAZING MAZE—Where a layman would be lost, these Con¬ 
vair FW engineers are right at home in Convair technical library. 
Leonard Schreiber, propulsion engineer, left, and Bill Orr, senior 
aerophysics engineer, shown wrapped up in research. 

Engineers in Pursuit of Answers 
Find Them in Convair Libraries 

Troubled by calculating the error function of a complex variable ? 
Or has tropospheric scattering of radio waves ever given you 
spots before the eyes? 


Fights With a Lathe 

Convair SD Marine in Korea 
Follows Trade Even in War 


Yes? Then that means you are 
an engineer and relief is closer 
than you think, in fact no farther 
distant than the engineering li¬ 
braries maintained at both Fort 
Worth and San Diego. 

At Fort Worth the library 
serves an average of 80 engineers 
a day and houses 300 research- 
type books ranging from sub¬ 
jects on “Phezoetectricity,” to 
“Supersonic Flow and Shock 
Waves.” Because they are techni¬ 
cal books needed for production, 
they may not be checked out 
overnight. Besides books there 
are thousands of periodicals and 
reports available to the engineers, 
as well as micro-filmed docu¬ 
ments. Fifty periodicals are re¬ 
ceived currently, most popular 
of which are “Journal of Aero¬ 
nautical Sciences” and “Machine 
Design.” 

Much of the material is classi¬ 
fied and may be used only by 
authorized personnel. 

“We hope to make our library 
one of the best aircraft collec¬ 
tions in the nation,” Librarian 
K. G. Brown, former assistant 
librarian for the Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences, said. 

If an engineer cannot locate 
what he seeks in the FW collec¬ 
tion, Brown searches other li¬ 
braries throughout the nation. 
The hunt may wind up at the 
Library of Congress. If he is 
lucky, the material may be closer 
at hand, in the Fort Worth public 
library or at a nearby university. 

At San Diego, the main engin¬ 
eering library is in building 5 
on the third floor where the col¬ 
lection is the largest of any west 
coast aircraft company. The total 
of books, reports, technical docu¬ 
ments, etc. is estimated at be¬ 
tween 200,000 and 250,000. Be¬ 
side current periodicals, there is 
a constant flow of new material 
in and out, largely from the 
Pacific Aeronautical Library. 


Also at San Diego, a branch 
is maintained in the Electronics 
and Guidance section, specializing 
in those subjects. 

Although a layman is lost in 
the maze of technical material, 
it is contact flying for the en¬ 
gineer. They catch up on “non¬ 
stationary aerodynamic force 
coefficients at supersonic 
speeds” as avidly as others 
keep track of L’il Abner! 


Convair’s first veterans of the 
Korean campaign are now back 
on their jobs at Fort Worth di¬ 
vision almost exactly a year from 
the date they were called away 
from Convair for service in the 


When Vern Miller went to war 
last summer, he didn’t exactly 
leave his lathe. 

A Convair SD lathe operator 
from August, 1947, to July, 1950, 
when he was called to active 
duty in the Marine 11th Tank 
Battalion, Miller will be back at 
work next week after a year of 
active duty, most of it spent in 
Korea attached to the First Ma¬ 
rines. 

During that time, as a techni¬ 
cal sergeant, he had charge of 
traveling machine shops and 
welding sections that set up shop 
a mile or so behind the actual 
fighting front to repair battle- 
damaged equipment. 

“So I followed my trade, even 
in Korea, but believe me the 
work was different from what 
I was used to at Convair!” he 
commented fervently last week. 

Instead of fashioning airplane 
parts, Miller was putting shot- 
up jeeps and tanks back together, 
repairing guns, improvising with 
all the urgency of battle when 
he had no parts on hand to send 
a machine back into combat. 

“It was work seven days a 
week and no 3:30 whistle. Once 
we kept going three days and 
three nights with little or no 
sleep, equipping tanks for a 
landing. 

“The only days I was off duty 
were Thanksgiving and Christ¬ 
mas and I was among the lucky 
ones!” 

Miller’s story is full of descrip¬ 
tions of working against time 
to keep battle vehicles going. 
Once he had to improvise a firing 
pin for a .50 caliber machine gun 
on a tank. And time was limited, 


U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy. 

The first returned veterans are 
Willa Dean Hardison, Dept. 4-1; 
Cleatas Steele, Dept. 43; and 
Martin Yeates, Dept. 73. 

Early in 1950, all three worked 
at Convair FW and trained on 
week ends as reserves. Hardison 
and Steele were members of the 
U.S. Marines’ Reserves. Yeates 
trained with the U.S. Naval Re¬ 
serve. 

Sgt. Steele and Pfc Hardison 
received their call to active duty 
July 28, 1950, and shipped out 
for San Diego. They took part 
in the invasion of Inchon and 
drove north with the United Na¬ 
tions units that took Seoul and 
crossed the 38th parallel. 

“We were sent out on patrol to 
find a platoon of North Koreans,” 
Steele recalls. “The first thing 
we knew we were facing thou¬ 
sands of Chinese Communists we 
had never seen before.” 

Sgt. Steele suffered shrapnel 
wounds in the face and neck and 
frostbitten hands, feet and knees 
in the fighting around Hangaru. 
He was evacuated to Japan. 

Hardison escaped by jeep 


because the unit was slated to 
move into action soon. He fin¬ 
ished a scant half hour before 
the outfit moved out and put 
that gun and others into action. 

“Although we were behind the 
actual battle lines, we were under 
artillery fire at times. Once there 



Vern A. Miller 


were ten casualties within yards 
of me, but I was unhurt.” 

His closest shave was missing 
by a single day assignment to a 
unit that later was ambushed 
and many taken prisoner. His 
driver at the Inchon landing was 
among them. 

Miller returned to inactive duty 
this month and re-joined his wife 
and three - year - old daughter, 
Mary Juanita, and also re-joined 
Convair. 

“Believe me, it’s good to be 
back, and to have my home 
waiting for me—and my job!” 


through miles of Communist in¬ 
fested territory. He made the 
escape route despite a leg wound 
and frostbitten hands, knees and 
feet. 

“We ran more than 50 Red 
road blocks,” Hardison remem¬ 
bers. 

Yeates, a machinist mate, first 
class, got his call for active duty 
in September, 1950, and was sent 
to the aircraft carrier U.S.S. 
Sicily. 

“We pulled into Wonsan under 
the fire of shore batteries to help 
evacuate Marines,” Yeates says. 
“The Reds were throwing every¬ 
thing they had at the troops and 
the ships. Boy, those Marines 
were glad to get aboard!” 

Most of the Sicily’s duty in¬ 
volved roaming Korean waters as 
base for a Marine fighter squad¬ 
ron that gave close support to 
embattled ground troops. 

How does it feel to be back 
at Convair after a year over¬ 
seas? All three agree that it’s 
“great.” Hardison summed it up 
with: “We never knew so much 
could happen to a guy in less 
than a year.” 



“The play’s been changed. Mommy. I’m to be a dandelion instead of a fairy*” 

—From Cosmopolitan. 



FIRST KOREAN VETS—Willa Dean Hardison, left, points out NAVY KOREAN VET—Martin 
spot on Korean map to Cleatas Steele where their U. S. Marine Leo Yeates, Dept. 73, of Con- 
unit met Chinese Communists for first time. Both are now back on vair FW has returned to his FW 
their jobs at Convair FW. job after service on U.S.S. Sicily. 

Convair Fort Worth Greets its First Veterans 
Back From Land and Sea Fighting in Korea 
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Model 340 Part Passes Many Stages From Blueprint to Aluminum 


An airplane part can boast more stages of development than the seven ages 
of man listed by Shakespeare; and in its own way the birth of a part is almost 
as wonderful as the caterpillar than becomes a butterfly. Photos below show only 


a few of many steps in creating a single, comparatively simple model 340 part 
at San Diego. Lack of space prohibits touching on careful engineering that comes 
first, or on scores of intermediate steps. 



First move toward physical creation of 
part No. 340-1690603-7 & 9 is making 
plaster, mould. Wood and steel form is 
made with careful reference to blueprints. 
Applying plaster is V. F. Schmohl. 


Smoothing cast is precision work for H. T. Brown 
and Don Fahrney. Part, a length of ducting destined 
for position in 340 wing, will be made in two halves. 
From these forms heavy metal die is cast. 


A neat trick is delivering heavy die to drop ham¬ 
mer. C. P. Zarrad (Dept. 22) shows how he 
"nudges" it into place. Die is made in two parts, 
lower half is kirksite, upper half is lead. 


First blows of drop hammer have started 
aluminum sheet on way to new shape. 
J. J. Schiller (Dept. 101) pounds out 
crinkle before arranging rubber padding 
for another blow. 



Two halves of part now get dunking in 
hot soapy water as well as in other solutions. 
Ed Darden (Dept. 102) in background. Tiny 
"dimples" on flanges aid in combining halves. 


Once mated, part is trimmed and ends 
burred. Julia Olson of Dept. 101 is shown 
using band saw on flanges. 


Now in Dept. 102 E. L. Osborne takes up To complete story, part is placed in appropriate 
where spot welder left off and completes position it will occupy in wing as section of pressuri- 
welding job, sealing both sides with torch and zation system. (See arrow.) This is current photo of 340 
metal. prototype wing. 


A Charmed Life 

Indianapolis Speedway Favorite 
Now Assigned to Convair FW 

A couple of years ago a human jinx. Spark plug trouble slow- 
torch scrambled from the blazing ed him down to a tenth-place 


wreckage of a racer at the In¬ 
dianapolis Speedway. 

The axle of the racer had given 
way, sending car and driver 
crashing into the fairways wall. 

It appeared that the driver 
would never race again—even if 
he lived. But he did live. And he 
is racing once more. After 
months in the hospital, the hand¬ 
some speedster, Duke Nalon, 
came back to set new fairway 
records. 

The famous Duke is now as¬ 
signed to Convair FW as division 
field service representative for 
Ford Motor Co. in the aircraft 
engines division. Whether it’s 
cars or B-36s, he likes them fast. 
“Just so its racing,” he says. 

Memorial Day of this year 
Duke cracked all speedway 
marks in qualifying races at 
the Indianapolis classic. He 
throttled his Novi Special to 
136.498 m.p.h. for four laps, 
137.049 for one lap and cap¬ 
tured the post position. But he 
couldn’t shake his old speedway 


finish. 

The veteran racer says he’s 
used to heartbreaks, though. In 
1948, favored to win the classic, 
he came in third after his car 
ran out of gas. In 1946 and 1947 
mechanical trouble stopped him 
before the finish line. And then 
the 1949 race almost ended his 
career. 

But Duke’s determination goes 
back a long way. He began 
smashing records as a high school 
student in the early thirties when 
he made speedsters from Model 
T’s. His first real race was in 
1933 when he won first place and 
$108 in a contest at Robey, In¬ 
diana. The victory whetted the 
daredevil appetite of the 21-year- 
old racer, and he was soon to be¬ 
come the midget automobile 
champion of the east, and “big 
car” champion of the east and 
midwest. 

Now fully recovered from his 
almost-fatal accident, Duke will 
be back again on the speedway 
next year pushing his Novi Spe¬ 
cial around the 500-mile grind. 


Navy Test Pilots See 
Swept-Wing Bomber 

Twenty Navy test pilots from 
the Navy’s Air Test Center at 
Patuxent River, Md., got a sneak 
preview of the swept-wing B-36 
last week on a tour of the Con¬ 
vair FW division. 

B. A. Erickson, FW flight 
manager; C. H. Green, dynamics 
group engineer; and R. J. Patton, 
aerodynamics group engineer, 
spoke to the group. Erickson, A. 
P. Higgins, development mana¬ 
ger, and flight department test 
pilots A. S. Witchell and George 
Davis served as escorts on the 
tour. 

The 1951 graduates of the cen¬ 
ter were headed by Comdr. J. G. 
Smith, director of the Navy’s 
test pilot training division. 


Father Builds Them 
For Son to Fly! 

The Augustenborg family of 
Convair FW is going all out for 
Uncle Sam. 

Ernie L. Augustenborg, Dept. 
22-1, has joined the Air Force 
and is slated to train at Lack- 
land Air Force Base, Texas. His 
father, A. J. Augustenborg, fore¬ 
man in Dept. 45, says he’ll “go 
on building ’em and let Ernie fly 
’em.” 



AT THE RACES—These are familiar scenes to race driver Duke Nalon who is currently assigned 
to Convair FW. Nalon (inset) is shown at right as he drove his car around famous Indianapolis bowl 
this year to set fastest qualifying record in history of classic. At left is part of grandstand as cars 
prepare for start. 


Complex Series of Steps 
Marks 'Birth' of 340 Part 

Of the estimated more than 22,000 parts which Convair will 
assemble to make production 340 model Convair-Liners, approxi¬ 


mately half have been “released 1 

This means that either produc¬ 
tion is actually under way on 
them or that tool experts are in 
the process of determining ex¬ 
actly how the parts will be built 
and by what method and what 
machinery. 

Even a comparatively simple 
part—such as Number 340-1690- 
603-7 and 9—has a highly com¬ 
plex “birth” and development. 
This part is a length of ducting 
designed to be part of the cabin 
pressurization system and located 
in the wing. It starts out as two 
separate pieces and merges dur¬ 
ing the development process. Ac¬ 
companying photos illustrate the 
high points along the way. 

“Although a great deal of 
work has gone into the part 
before we get it,” C. W. 
Shoupe, Pattern Shop and 
Foundry general foreman, ex¬ 
plained, “all the work has been 
on paper. We take the first 
step toward its actual manu¬ 
facture.” 

(Not all parts, by any manner 
of means, require the plaster 
treatment. But this one does, be¬ 
cause it will be fashioned by drop 
hammer and a drop hammer re¬ 
quires a metal die.) 

“From blueprints we make a 
form out of wood and metal that 
is the precise shape for the part. 
The form is covered with plaster 
to give a smooth and full sur¬ 
face.” 

With the plaster form com¬ 
pleted, the next step is the foun¬ 
dry where the form is used to 
create a heavy metal die (of kirk- 
site) which in turn must be care¬ 
fully ground and finished (much 
the way on a small-scale a den¬ 
tist smooths a new inlay). 

Next stop in Dept. 101 (Sheet 
Metal) where the die (about 
5,000-pounds worth!) is slipped 
into place on a drop hammer and 
the operator starts out with a 
new sheet of aluminum that has 
been cut to economical size. 

“It takes more than just a 
few blows from the hammer to 


’ to the shop. 

make this part,” A. H. Kimble, 
general foreman, added. (Actual¬ 
ly, there were six separate dies 
used on this part, three for each 
half, so the product was reached 
by stages.) “The operator’s skill 
comes in arranging rubber pad¬ 
ding to direct the force where 
it is most needed.” 

With the two halves created, 
the part goes to a hot-water 
“bath” for cleaning and then to 
heat-treat (where it changes 
from SO “soft” to a much higher 
degree of hardness) and then 
back to the hammer for re-strike 
to iron out any warps that may 
have occurred. 

At this point F. W. Sechrist’s 
Dept. 102 takes over for spot 
welding, but the part returns to 
Dept. 101 for trimming and burr¬ 
ing before going into the final 
stretch in Dept. 102 where the 
final welding is done and the 
ends sized and finished. Back 
in 101 the ends are beaded and 
sized and then 102 takes the last 
steps of further welding, if nec¬ 
essary, pressure testing and in¬ 
spection. 

The “end of the line” is the 
stockroom where the part is 
stored until ready for installa¬ 
tion in an assembly. 



The color and the price is O.K., but. 
who’s gonna walk behind me like that? 
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CALIFORNIA PICNIC—Convair FW employees and their fami¬ 
lies assigned to Travis Air Force Base, Calif., shown on June 17 
picnic at Napa. Guests ate picnic lunches, played horseshoes and 
baseball. FW employees pictured include H. R. Bissel, R. W. 
Flados, B. J. Whiteacre, R. R. Millsap, Harry Liskey, W. D. Mc¬ 
Mahan, C. E. Laechelin, N. N. Lacy, R. K. Paulk, F. L. Fitts, B. F. 
Bailey, L. P. Rader and F. B. McQueeney. 


College Pennants to Fly as FW Engineers 
Greet Newcomers at Dance Tonight 

Pennants of 98 colleges and 


universities in 40 states will deco¬ 
rate Lake Worth Casino July 18 
(tonight) when Convair FW en¬ 
gineering department supervisors 
stage a “newcomer dance” for all 
department personnel. 

The pennants represent the dif¬ 
ferent colleges and universities 
from which the department’s em¬ 
ployees came. 

A. E. Clement is the chairman 
of the committee making ar¬ 
rangements. Johnie Herbert, Mel¬ 
vin Gross, Les Patton, John 
Crotty and Rita Schavone are 
members. 



RARE FLOWERS — Darlene 
Symm, Dept. 3, arranges bou¬ 
quet of rare "Bells of Ireland" 
and dwarf zinnias for her desk at 
Convair FW. Unusual "Bells" 
were new treat for Convair flower 
lovers. 


'Bells' Attract 
Flower Lovers 

“Bells of Ireland” on Darlene 
Symm’s desk in Dept. 3, are at¬ 
tracting almost as much attention 
at Convair FW as belles at a ball. 

But “Bells of Ireland” are 
flowers which Darlene uses to 
decorate her badge-issuing desk 
every now and then. 

No ordinary garden variety 
flower are these. They’re char¬ 
treuse in color, and look almost 
exactly like bells, even including 
the clapper. Darlene obtained the 
seeds from her sister in Texas’ 
Rio Grande Valley, where the 
flower is also a rarity. She and 
her husband, George, Dept. 27, 
planted them in their yard at 
1512 Glenwick. 

Fort Worth florists who have 
seen the “bells” are unable to 
identify them or even to guess 
their origin. 

Meanwhile, Convair friends 
continue to beat a path to Dar¬ 
lene’s desk for badges and bells. 


Ken McGarrity and his orches¬ 
tra will play for dancing begin¬ 
ning at 8:30 p.m. and will offer 
several medleys of college tunes. 

A departmental queen to repre¬ 
sent engineering in the upcoming 
CRA beauty contest at FW will 
also be selected at the dance. 

Festivities are being sponsored 
by engineering department super¬ 
visory staff members, and tickets 
will be free to all department 
employees. 

Candidates for the title of en¬ 
gineering department queen are: 
Frances Pearson, Jacque Nunley, 
Patricia Dumas, La Jean Over- 
ton, Mrs. Betty South and Mrs. 
Marguerite Huggins. 

Contest judges will be Jack 
Gordon, amusements editor of 
Fort Worth Press; Irvin Farman, 
amusements editor of morning 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram; and 
Dan Gould, Intersate Theaters, 
Inc., publicist. Winner of the con¬ 
test at the dance will be the de¬ 
partment’s entry in the Convair 
FW Recreation Association 
beauty contest. 


FW Dept. 6-5 Couple 
Married in Dallas 

Maxine Ludeman and Charles 
Cearley, both Dept. 6-5, at Con¬ 
vair FW, were married in a form¬ 
al ceremony June 30 at the High¬ 
land Park Methodist Church in 
Dallas. Matron of honor was Bet¬ 
ty Walker, Dept. 6-5. 

Cearley is a field engineer and 
assigned to Travis Air Force 
Base, California, where the Cear- 
leys will live. Dept. 6-5 honored 
the couple with a party June 26. 


Convair SD '27 Club' 

To Dance July 28 

Convair’s ’27 Club (SD), 
through their president, W. C. j 
Knight, announces another big ! 
dance to be held at Post 6 Ameri¬ 
can Legion Hall, 27th & B, Sat¬ 
urday, July 28. Music will be fur¬ 
nished by Mike Alesi and his 
musical group. 

All departments are invited to 
attend. Tickets are $1.25 per j 
couple for members, $2 for non- I 
members. 


NAF Council Meets 
Aug. 3 in San Diego 

Convair SD’s Management Club 
officers will take an active role 
Aug. 3 when the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Foremen Coordinating 
Council for Southern California 
meets at San Diego. Approxi¬ 
mately 150 officers from other ; 
California Management Clubs are 
expected to attend the confer¬ 
ences at the San Diego Hotel to 
exchange ideas and outline pro¬ 
grams for the year. 


Stop, look and lessen auto ac¬ 
cidents. 


XC-99 Flies With 
New Landing Gear 

After a successful first flight 
since modernization, the Air 
Force’s Convair-built XC-99 car¬ 
go-transport plane is now going 
into a new and extensive cargo- 
hauling project in flights from 
Kelly Air Force Base, San An¬ 
tonio. 

The world’s largest operational 
airplane, the XC-99 is a six-en¬ 
gine sky giant counterpart of the 
B-36 bomber. 


A man whose talents at defense 
12 years ago made him an all- 
American gridder is now turning 
those same talents to another 
type of defense: defense for - B- 
36 production at Convair Fort 
Worth division. 

He’s I. B. Hale, newly named 
supervisor of internal security in 
the industrial security depart¬ 


ment headed by Manager G. D. 
Higgins Jr. 

Hale earned all-American 
honors as captain of the 1938 
Texas Christian University foot¬ 
ball team that won the mythical 
national championship. 

In 1940, Hale joined the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation, a 
post he held until just recently 
when he joined Convair. 


T.C.U. All-American Joins Convair 
After Decade as Agent of FBI 




THIS'LL STOP 'EM—Weary of hearing grumbles about engineer¬ 
ing changes, SD Chief Engineer Frank Fink last week resorted to 
visual advertising. Adorning his office wall is above photo of PT-I, 
one of Convair's earliest planes, along with inscription: "IF IT 
WERE NOT FOR ENGINEERING CHANGES, THIS WOULD 
BE CONVAIR'S LATEST MODEL!" 


Picnic Party Planned 
For Dept. 634 at SD 

Dept. 634 SD employees and 
their families are planning a pic¬ 
nic for Aug. 18 at Felecita Park. 
Plans call for a barbecue, refresh¬ 
ments, sports for adults, plenty 
of games for children, and danc¬ 
ing both modern and square. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from Dale Cromartie, 
general foreman, Dept. 634, or 
Jack Reynolds, ext. 633, 


First flight test since moderni¬ 
zation was on July 6. 

Among modernization items 
were installation of a new-type 
landing gear which permits take¬ 
offs at gross weights up to 320,- 
000 pounds; new square-tipped 
propellers designed to reduce vi¬ 
bration; sealed fuel tanks; and 
an improved electrical system. 

During seven weeks prior to 
modernization, the airplane car¬ 
ried more than 1,300,000 pounds 
of high priority cargo, including 
some cargoes destined for Korea, 
on six flights. Its largest single 
cargo load was slightly more 
than 100,000 pounds. 

The XC-99 is the holder of 23 
unofficial international records 
for cargo flights of various dis¬ 
tances at various altitudes. 

It carries, on one flight, more 
cargo than seven of the four- 
engined planes used in the famed 
Berlin airlift, and more cargo 
than 20 of the Air Force’s stan¬ 
dard two-engine planes during 
World War II. 


July 25 Deadline 
For l G.I/ Training 

Convair FW veterans inter¬ 
ested in enrolling in new defense 
training course under the “GI 
Bill of Rights” were reminded 
this week that July 25 is the 
deadline for beginning training. 

R. B. Craig, training section 
supervisor, said new courses in 
aircraft electronics (radar and 
electrical), tool design (drafting 
and applied mechanics), tool 
manufacturing (tool and die mak¬ 
ing-jig and fixture building) and 
aircraft sheet metal and assem¬ 
bly are slated to begin this week. 

Classes are being offered by 
Technical Institute and many are 
taught by Convair supervisors. 

All books and tools are fur¬ 
nished under the GI Bill, accord¬ 
ing to Craig. Latest electronics 
and radar equipment has been 
added to the institute for the 




ALL-AMERICAN—I. B. Hale, 

internal security supervisor at 
Convair FW, as he looked during 
1938 when he was an all-Ameri¬ 
can tackle for Texas Christian 
University. 


Fort Worth football fans still 
remember Hale as a 230-pound 
terror on defense and a wall of 
protection for little D a v e y 
O’Brien, all-American quarter¬ 
back who also went into FBI 
service. 

Hale served the F.B.I. in vari¬ 
ous capacities during his over 10 
years, but his main job was in¬ 
structing law enforcement offi¬ 
cers in the use of firearms. 

His work included assignments 
in Boston, Buffalo, New York 
City, Albuquerque and Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. While stationed at 
Washington, he acted as an in¬ 
structor in the F.B.I. Academy, 
Quantico, Va. 

A firearms specialist, Hale 
copped first place in the Inter¬ 
national Pistol Matches in 1945 
and is rated as a master by the 
National Rifle Association. 

Exhibitions in trick and fancy 
shooting took up a portion of 
Hale’s time in the F.B.I. He and 
his associates were always in de¬ 
mand at parties and gatherings. 

Hale has three future all- 
Americans growing up now. His 
twin-sons, Bill and Bob, are 10%, 
and a younger son, Tom, is 2%. 


Heart Attack Fatal 
To Chester N. Goad 

Chester N. Goad, 45-year-old 
aircraft mechanic in Convair 
FW’s Dept. 65, died of a heart 
attack July 4 in Alvarado, Texas. 

Goad came to work at Convair 
in 1943. He is survived by his 
wife, two daughters, three sons, 
father, sister and brother. Burial 
was July 5 in Alvarado. 


Former Padre, Now in Dept. 25 SD, 
Once Hurled Eight Straight Wins 

While a single career satisfies retirement in 1941, rejoining the 


most men, lanky Carl Dumler 
(Dept. 25 SD) prefers several. 

A ten letter man in high school, 
Dumler combined professional 
basketball with professional base¬ 
ball—until the St. Louis Cards 
made him take his choice—and 
later when his West Coast base¬ 
ball career lagged, he turned to 
carpentering for Convair SD! 

“I started playing ball back 
in Russell, Kan. as soon as I 
was big enough to heave the 
ball from one base to another,” 
Dumler recalled. 

The St. Louis Cardinals were 
attracted by the gangling 17- 
year-old kid. The Cards placed 
him with the Western Association 
in Bartlesville, Okla., a Card farm 
club. For several years he worked 
out with the Cardinals but un¬ 
certain health kept sending him 
back to the minor circuit. Health 
again caused him to move to San 
Diego in 1936 and the Padres 
signed him in 1940 where he 
worked under the guidance of 
Syd Durst (Dept. 13 SD) who 
was then Padre manager. With 
poor health still dogging his 
career Dumler was forced into 


Pads in 1944. 

“I had my best year in 1945,” 
said Dumler. “In April of that 
year I pitched eight straight wins 
for the club and as a result re- 


Dumler 


ceived the Helms award as best 
athlete of the month.” 

It was during that season that 
Dumler twisted his pitching el¬ 
bow, which all but knocked him 
out of baseball. He stayed o 
with the Padres through 194. 
working chiefly in the role of re¬ 
lief pitcher. 

Although no longer playing 
professional ball, Dumler pitched 
for the Convair team last winter 
after joining the company and is 
presently twirling for St. Jude’s 


“Once you get baseball in 
your blood it isn’t easy to give 
it up.” Dumler mused. 
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Special Prizes to Feature 
Bowling Season at SD 


Monthly prizes and special 
turkey shoots this fall will fea¬ 
ture what CRA hopes will be 
Convair SD’s most successful 
bowling season. 

“We are out to interest every 
bowler in the San Diego division 
as well as the Guided Missile di¬ 
vision/’ CRA Commissioner Mike 
Brooks said. “As a starter, there 
will be merchandise prizes every 
month in events determined by 
the team captains. They will be 
for the most improved bowlers, 
or high game, high series or 
blind events. 

“The awards will be arranged 
so that everyone has an equal 
chance, regardless of experience 
and skill, and restricted to Con¬ 
vair bowlers in our own leagues.” 

Brooks said the first organiza¬ 
tional meetings will be held Aug. 
1 (for the handicap league) and 
Aug. 3 (for the scratch leagues). 
They will be at Pacific Recrea¬ 
tion and the Tower Bowl. 

“Every bowler is welcome and 
we will have places for all 
comers.” 

Brooks said he expected as a 
minimum to have one handicap 
league and two scratch loops. The 
first two top teams in each 
league,' at the end of the season, 
will be entered in the Western 
Industrial Championships, entry 
fees paid by CRA. 

“Actual league play will start 
Sept. 5 for the handicap league, 
supervised by Jim Hayman at 
Pacific Recreation, and the 
scratch league will get going 
Sept. 7 at the Tower,” Brooks 
added. In addition to the league 
play CRA will sponsor, as usual, 
five teams in other leagues. 


“As added interest, we will 
have turkey shoots on Thanks¬ 
giving and Christmas, with tur¬ 
keys supplied by CRA. 

“We want to make this the 
best bowling season in CRA his¬ 
tory. Any one with any ideas as 
to how we can make play more 
attractive, call either me or 
Hayman.” 

Brooks can be reached at home, 
M. 5750 and Hayman at Home¬ 
land 6-1262. 


FW Bowlins 

MIXED LEAGUE 

Team W. 

Super Poopers . 32 

Jay Hawks . 32 

Lucky Strikes . 30 

Dead Pins . 30 

Low Gears. 27 

Optimists . 27 

Goofs . 24 

Three Hits & Miss . 24 

Jet Omics . 23 

Do or Die . 22 

Maple Maulers .. 20 

Pin Heads . 

Dark Horses . 

Loafers . 

Pin Ups . 

Constrikers . 




CRA Teams Move Into Second Half 
Play in FW Softball Leagues 


WHOPPER—"The early fish¬ 
erman gets the bass." C. D. 
Monds, Dept. I 15 SD, hurried to 
Lake Murray as soon as he fin¬ 
ished his work at the plant on 
opening day. Within minutes he 
snagged this six-pound 3-ounce 
fresh-water bass. 


20 

20 

18 

17 

16 


MEN’S LEAGUE 
Team W. 

Jack Aces .-. 20 

Team No. 2 . 17 

Duffers . 17 

Knot Heads . 17 

Team No. 1 . 16 

Hard Heads . 16 

Retracts .. 16 

Dark Horses .-. 16 

Woodchoppers . 13 

Gutter Balls . 12 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 
Team W. 

Vultures . 26 

Time Killers . 24 

Spares . 24 

Ruffnecks . 21 

4 Jacks ’N Jill . 19 

Otoos . 19 

Last Chance . 19 

Five Flush ers . 18 

Striking Jets . 17 

Trailers . 17 

All Hours . 16 

Whot Hoppened . 16 

Sluggers . 15 

Bom-Bowlers . 14 

Accidents .-. 12 

Hot Shots . 11 


Aug. 6 'Convair Night' 
At DaSBas-FW Game 

Aug. 6 will be “Convair Night” 
at La Grave field and all Convair 
FW employees may obtain tickets 
at half price to witness the base 
ball game between Dallas and 
Fort Worth. 

Convair Recreation Association 
is selling general admission 
ducats for 50 cents, a reduction 
of 50 cents from the normal 
charge, according to E. G. Cros¬ 
ier, Employee Service supervisor. 

Tentative plans call for a pre¬ 
game exhibition between Convair 
Little Leagues all-stars and a 
team of Dallas Little Leagues all¬ 
stars. 


Convair Recreation Association 
softball and baseball teams 
moved deeper into second half 
play on all fronts in Fort Worth 
this week as competition among 
the leagues stiffened for the com¬ 
ing stretch drive. 

The Bombers of the Western 
League kept their perfect slate 
intact by downing American Air¬ 
lines in two games by counts of 
7-3 and 7-6. The Bombers also 
topped Merchants Independents 
7-0. 

The second shift Convair 
League stood ready to swing into 
play at press time. Tooling fin¬ 
ished atop the heap in the first 
half with 10 victories and two 
defeats. Dept. 47 had a 9-3 record 
and Dept. 76 was close behind 
with a 7-5 slate. Depts. 44, 31 and 

75 finished in that order. 

In the first shift Convair 
League, Dept. 22-8 won a 12-4 
victory over Dept. 76 and a 12-1 
game over Dept. 81. Dept. 81 
stopped Dept. 4-5 by 14-4, Dept. 

76 beat Dept. 4-5 by 6-3 and Dept. 
4-5 stopped Dept. 20-2 by 9-6. 

Stafford Lowden beat the Con¬ 
vair Jets by 7-0 in the only Texas 
League contest recorded. 

In the International League, 
C.V.A.C. topped Frank Hague by 
4-0, while losing to Ace Cleaners 
by 3-1 and Frank Hague by 14-2. 
The B-36 Fliers of the same 
league dropped two games to Ace 
Cleaners by 3-1 and 12-0 and a 
third game to Frank Hague by 
6-4. 


Along the baseball front, Ward¬ 
way dropped CRA of the Sunday 
League 12-8, and Air Police won 
a 5-4 victory over the same nine. 

In play in the Major City 
League, CRA took a 5-4 victory 
over Turf Bar and lost to Tool 
Supply by 14-6, CAFB by 6-5 
and IAM by 8-2. 



Eagles Sign Up 
Softball Stars 

Convair softball clubs at San 
Diego were having their troubles 
this week. 

Only shining light was the 
Eagles team in the Industrial 
league which has won three 
games and lost one. The defeat 
was at the hands of Unico, 3-0, 
after which the Eagles humbled 
the strong Qualitee Dairy nine 
1 - 0 . 

Recently Sam Shepard, Eagles 
manager, signed three new soft- 
ball stars to strengthen his line¬ 
up, Tex Heaton, short stop, Roy 
East, third base, and John 
Graves, left field. 

Convair’s Triple A team scored 
their first victory when they 
apped Hart and Sons, (a favorite 
to win the tournament) by 3-2 
but later lost 8-2 to Tufford, 5-0 
to Tops Topper and 3-1 to Beas¬ 
ley’s. This ends the first half in 
this league and Manager Ken 
Ellis looked for better sailing in 
the second canto. 

In the BB league the Missiles 
defeated SW Onyx 9-8 but lost to 
Tolteca 9-6 while the Convair- 
Liners in the A league were fall¬ 
ing to Lutheran Athletics 7-6. 
The Bombers in the B league 
drew a bye. 


White Low Linksman 
In OAL Tournament 

Despite weather that Convair 
Daingerfield admitted was “hot 
as a six-shooter,” OAL golfers 
turned out for the June 29 tour¬ 
nament at Mt. Pleasant Country 
Club with L. C. White taking low 
individual net honors. 

In team play Bob Peterson, 
Herb Wood and Landon Miller 
nosed out R. Jackson, Herman 
Eley and N. Y. Moore, while the 
team of Wayne Amelang, J. M. 
Luther and Roy Horn were plac¬ 
ing third. 


San Diego Little Leaguers in 
Playoff for City Championship 


Convair SD’s Little League 
team last week won the second 
half championship and this week 
started a three out of five game 
playoff for the city Little League 
championship. 

Last game of the season saw 
lanky (5-foot, 11) Billy Cole- 



I could raise a lot of- 
I were an old stinker! 


right now~if 


man hold Ryan to a single hit 
while his team mates were rack¬ 
ing up two runs for a final score 
of 2-0. Cool and calculating, Cole¬ 
man was more than a match for 
the opposing batters. 

Convair’s record in the second 
half was seven wins and two 
losses. Both of the defeats were 
at the hands of Solar 1-0 and 

3- 1. Partial revenge was achieved, 
however, by beating Solar once, 

4- 1. 

Meanwhile, Ryan and Solar 
played off last week in a two out 
of three series to determine which 
team would meet Convair for the 
title. First game of the champion¬ 
ship playoff was set for Monday 
at Presidio Park, 5 p.m. The 
second game was Tuesday, same 
place, same time, and the third 
game this afternoon. The fourth 
will be tomorrow afternoon and 
if necessary a fifth will be play¬ 
ed at 2 p.m. Saturday. 


Rods, Reels, Line 
Await Anglers 

Four new rods, reels and 50- 
yard spools of nylon fishing line 
await top anglers who take part 
in the CRA youngster’s fishing 
contest July 21 at Fort Worth. 

R. D. Jones, CRA fishing com¬ 
missioner, said this week that 
new fishing equipment will go to 
winners in four divisions. Young¬ 
sters between ages of 12 and 16 
will compete in one division, 
those under 12 in another. Boys 
and girls will vie for separate 
prizes within the divisions. 

Four rods will go to youngsters 
with the largest fish. The reels 
will be awarded to the catcher 
of the most fish, and the smallest 
fish caught will win the angler 
the nylon fishing line. 

In addition to prizes, hot dogs 
and pop will be served to all 
guests during the day. 

The fishing site is located 
seven miles east of Fort Worth 
on Highway 183 (to Dallas). 
Signs will be posted to guide 
anglers from the highway to the 
fishing grounds. 

Jones requested that parents 
with youngsters entering contact 
CRA office, ext. 5141, and let him 
know how many people to expect. 


WASHER CHAMP —Wesley 
Gowins, Dept. 82, left, tries on 
custom-made boots awarded by 
CRA for winning plant-wide 
washer pitching tourney at FW 
Hugh Pennington, CRA washer 
pitching, commissioner, holds 
Gowins 1 favorite washer. Gowins 
has won all plant-wide tourneys 
949. 


since 


FW Experts Sweep 
Top Spots in Shoot 

Charles Bombardier, Dept. 27 
FW, copped two trophies July 8 
in a National Rifle Association 
match that saw Convair FW 
riflemen make a clean sweep of 
the first three places in one di¬ 
vision. 

Bombardier won the 200-yard 
small bore shoot in a shoot-off 
with R. D. Tooley. D. A. Tooley, 
a third Convair FW employee, 
placed third. 

In the rapid fire big bore shoot, 
Bombardier won a trophy with a 
score of 98 of a possible 100 
targets. 


Little Leaguers at FW to Play 
For District Championship 


Convair FW Little Leagues 
will send an all-star baseball 
team to Paris, Tex. July 28 to 
meet the Paris Little League 
champions for the Northeast 
Texas district championship, ac¬ 
cording to Roy Jarl, CRA Little 
Leagues commissioner. 

The winner of the Paris-Fort 
Worth play-off series will rep¬ 
resent the district in the Texas 
Little League state championship 
meet at Austin in August. 

“Paris has extended us an in¬ 
vitation to the boys and their 
parents,” according to Jarl. “We 


want as many parents to go 
along as possible.” 

Meanwhile, other all-star 
games were still in the planning 
stage for the four-team Convair 
Little League loop. 

An all-star game pitting the 
undefeated White Settlement 
team against stars from the other 
three teams has been set for 
Aug. 22. 

The second all-star attraction 
is planned to come off prior to 
the Fort Worth-Dallas game on 
“Convair Night” Aug. 6 at La 
Grave Field. 


Big Sea Bass Caught on Light Rod 
Wins CRA'S June Fishing Award 



For a while I blamed the “New Look” 
for my slump in dates. But now that 
summer is here, I’m swamped with boy 
friends! Strange isn’t it? 


A 143-pound black sea bass, 
caught on a No. 4 hook, a 27- 
pound test leader and a seven 
foot rod with a nine ounce tip, 
captured the June CRA fishing 
award at Convair SD. 

The successful fisherman was 
B. R. Hatcher (Dept. 6) who won 
a $35 merchandise award. Hatch¬ 
er was fishing for yellowtail at 
the Coronado islands when he 
tied into the big fish. It took ap¬ 
proximately an hour to land. 

Placing second in the opinion 
of the judges, who base their de¬ 
cisions on “fishing accomplish¬ 
ment” rather than size of fish, 
was E. H. Ulsund (Dept. 27) 
who brought in a 33-pound, four 
ounce yellowtail on a 27-pound 
test leader. Ulsund’s fish was 
caught on June 18, just one day 
late to qualify for the CRA- 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
yellowtail contest which was won 
by Roy Coykendall with a 24- 
pounder. 

In third spot was D. W. Mur¬ 
phy (Dept. 31), who brought in a 
34-pound, 12-ounce leopard shark 
on a ten-pound leader! Murphy 


fishing in the bay for croak¬ 
er. 

Fourteen fish were entered in 
the June contest. Currently under 
way is the July contest which 
also features a $35 prize. The 
award goes to the angler who 
gives the best fishing perform¬ 
ance during the month, consider¬ 
ing not only size of fish but 
weight of tackle too. Both fresh 
water and salt water fish are 
eligible. Entries are made at Em¬ 
ployee Service, building 32. 


Swaim and Lowery 
Take Fishing Prizes 

W. R. Swaim, Dept. 6-5, and J. 
H. Lowery, Dept. 27-0, copped 
top prizes in the CRA quarterly 
fishing contest ending June 30 at 
FW, according to CRA fishing 
commissioner R. D. Jones. 

Swaim’s seven pound four 
ounce bass was the largest reg¬ 
istered and won him a rod and 
reel. Lowery pulled in a three and 
one-half pound catfish on a rod 
and reel to win that division. He 
was also awarded a rod and reel. 
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New Tesf Stand to Try Out 
Jet Engines at Fort Worth 


Construction of Convair FW’s 
new jet engine test stand was 
progressing according to sched¬ 
ule this week and FW crews hope 
to have the unit in operation by 
Aug. 15, according to D. B. 
Suggs, power plant group en¬ 
gineer and designer of the new 
stand. 

Of re-enforced concrete, the 
new stand will be the first jet 
test stand at FW and one of the 
most modern in the aircraft in¬ 
dustry. 

Two open sections located on 
either side of a central control 
room compose the unit. Two jet 
engines can be operated at once' 
independent of one another. 

The unit is so arranged that 
turbo-prop engines may be tested 
there in the future at the same 
time jet engines are under going 
testing. 

The open sections contain a 
cross beam from which the test 
engines may be suspended and 
anchored. A sloping section at 
the back of each cell will throw 
jet exhaust gasses upward into 


the air. An asbestos covering on 
the slope will prevent the con¬ 
crete from overheating. 

The front section of the central 
control room comes to a point 
and contains a wall two-feet thick 
to protect the operators both 
from the jet’s heat and noise. 

Windows with several safety 
glasses are located on each side 
of the control room to allow 
operators to see the engines 
being tested and at the same time 
be protected from possible flying 
pieces. 

Fuel tanks are buried at the 
front of the building and so ar¬ 
ranged that they may be filled 
while tests are being conducted 
on engines. 

A method of measuring oil 
flow and oil consumption by 
weights has been perfected and 
will occupy a special place near 
the catwalks atop the building. 

Storage space for equipment 
is located at the rear of the work 
shop and a complete unit for 
heating and air conditioning will 
be constructed on top. 




NEW TEST STAND—Construction workers at FW pour concrete 
on left wall of new jet engine test stand. 


SAC Crews Breaking Own 
Records in Convair Planes 


S ALLISON S NOW Framed in cloudbanks, Convair Turboliner is shown flying near Muroc 
(Edwards Air Force Base) where Allison division, General Motors, crew is training. Convair delivered 
ship to owner last month, but San Diego flight personnel remained to assist in indoctrination. Plane 
probably will remain at Muroc for continued test program. 


Allison Crew Trained 
to Handle Turboliner 


Strategic Air Command crews 
are piling up more and more 
flight hours in Convair-built B- 
36s and RB-36s . . . and breaking 
their own records almost by the 
month. 

Reports from Air Force bases 
show that two new records were 
set in May for RB-36s at Rapid 
City Air Force Base in South 
Dakota, while Carswell Air Force 
Base at Fort Worth announced a 
new record for its B-36s. 

Carswell reported a total of 
607 hours and 30 minutes in the 
air during June for the 26th 
Bomb Sqdn. This is an improve¬ 
ment of more than 52 hours over 


Rapid City RB-36s 
Win Safety Honor 

An RB-36 equipped Air Force 
Base—Rapid City in South Da¬ 
kota—was one of two in the 
Strategic Air Command which 
completed six months of opera¬ 
tion in 1951 without either a 
major or minor accident, it was 
announced last week by Lt. Gen. 
Curtis E. Lemay, commanding 
general of Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand, Omaha. 



“They caught Sluggsy, Pa, so we’d like 
to move in with you for two to ten 
years.”—From Cosmopolitan. 


the record of the 492nd Bomb 
Sqdn. during May. 

The June record was made 
despite the fact that only six air¬ 
craft were flown by the squad¬ 
ron and despite the fact that one 
of them was transferred at 
middle of the month, leaving only 
five airplanes for flight. 

Col. W. M. Williams, executive 
Officer of the 11th Bomb Wing, 
said the new record is due in 
large part to outstanding main¬ 
tenance work. 

The largest number of flight 
hours piled up by one airplane 
was 119 hours and five minutes 
by BM-064. The 607 hours and 
30 minutes of flight time was 
compiled in a total of 42 flights, 
an average of almost 17 hours 
per flight. 

Heading maintenance were 
Line Chief Jake Kindsfather, in 
charge of maintenance crews; 
and M/Sgt. W. D. Bodine, post 
flight dock chief in charge of post 
flight inspection. 

At Rapid City, the 717th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Sqdn. 
became the first RB-36 squadron 
to fly more than 500 hours in a 
single month. 

Another Rapid City record was 
set May 19 when one of the RB- 
36s made a mission of 42 hours, 
longest time in the air thus far 
at the South Dakota base. Air¬ 
craft commander was Capt. 
Robert Hardwick of the 717th. 

Again, high praise went to 
maintenance crews. Said Lt. Col. 
Hugh E. Wild, 717th commanding 
officer: 

“Maintenance crews fulfilled 
their jobs to the utmost by work¬ 
ing long hours and doing good 
work.” 


For safety’s sake, don’t be a 
crank case behind the wheel! 


Friends Rally to Aid 
SD Man Hurt in Car 

It took a traffic accident to 
show W. C. Bowen (Dept.27 SD) 
what Convair friendships can 
mean. 

Bowen, in his ninth year with 
Convair, was injured June 11 
when the car in which he was a 
passenger was involved in an ac¬ 
cident. Bowen, bruised and cut, 
was sent to La Mesa Community 
hospital. 

“I don’t know how to thank 
everyone, “he said last week as 
he returned to his job. “I had 
company every day, lots of phone 
calls and letters, the 27 club sent 
beautiful flowers, and the gang 
bought a radio and sent it to me. 
The attention meant more to me 
than I can say . . .” 


Suggestion Booklet 
Available at SD 

A booklet titled “What’s the 
Idea?” a simplified explanation 
of Convair’s Employee Sugges¬ 
tion Plan, has been distributed 
to all supervision at Convair SD 
and is available at Employee 
Service for all who wish copies. 

The booklet clearly explains 
how the system works and enu¬ 
merates the steps by which em¬ 
ployees may submit suggestions 
and receive awards for those put 
into effect. 


The Convair-Turboliner, now 
the property of Allison division, 
General Motors, was continuing 
its flight program at Muroc this 
week with a Convair crew com¬ 
pleting training of Allison flight 
personnel. 

W. C. Keller, former project 
engineer who now has returned 
to sales engineering, said the ship 
has accumulated more than 14 
hours of flying. 

The Convair crew, headed by 
Pilot Don Germeraad, will remain 
at Muroc as long as necessary to 
indoctrinate the Allison group be¬ 
fore returning to San Diego. No 
flights of more than two hours 
duration have been scheduled and 
recently the plane was put 
through a series of bounce land- 


Although there is slight chance 
that Convair SD’s building I will 
go any flying in even the remote 
future, the building is equipped 
with a B-36 vertical fin, just in 
case. 

The “fin” bears only a likeness 
to the real McCoy but serves the 
purpose of Convair electronics 


ings to familiarize new crews 
with its behavior. 

The Turboliner left San Diego 
April 26 and was over Edwards 
Air Force Base 47 minutes later. 
Since then it has operated from 
that field. 

First flight of the ship—which 
is the first commercial U.S. 
turboprop aircraft, was on the 
afternoon of Dec. 29, 1950. Then 
the ship flew to Miramar Naval 
Air Station for nacelle vibration 
testing and later flew from 
Brown field near Chula Vista be¬ 
fore returning to Lindbergh field. 

Meanwhile, Allison is expected 
to continue to test the new ship 
at Muroc and it probably will 
remain there for some time, 
pending experimentation with 
new power units. 


men who are seeking a new type 
of radio antenna installation for 
the B-36. 

Because antennas that protrude 
present a problem to high-speed 
military aircraft, engineers are 
considering the possibility of en¬ 
closing them inside the B-36’s 
vertical fin which provides plenty 
of room and towers high above 
the rest of the craft. Antennas on 
current B-36s protrude from 
fuselage, wings and tail. The 
proposed position would eliminate 
drag reaction at high speed and 
guard against icing at high alti¬ 
tudes. 

However, the problem isn’t 
simple, as Dr. W. J. Schart, an¬ 
tenna group project engineer at 
SD, explained. 

“Our electronic measurements 
are of two kinds,” he said. “First 
is the question of impedance, 
which is the matter of getting 
the radio waves through the 
metal shell . . . The new style 
antenna will be inclosed in plastic 
and fit flush with the lines of the 
fin. 

“Secondly is what we call pat¬ 
tern. That is sending the waves 
from outside the plane in the di¬ 
rection we want them to go . . .” 


CAP FLIGHT SEEKS 
AIRCRAFT OWNERS 

New members, aircraft owners 
if possible, were sought this 
week at San Diego by Daylight 
Flight 107, Third Group, Califor¬ 
nia Wing, Civil Air Patrol. Any 
wishing to join may contact Joe 
Lowder, Bill Herth or Ken See, 
Dept. 25, building 7, second shift. 



WHATSIT?—In case you've wondered about this contraption 
atop building I at Convair SD, it's B-36 "vertical fin" built of wire 
mesh with which engineers are experimenting in new radio antennas. 
Two separate platforms aid in sending and receiving tests. Inset 
shows B-36 tail assembly for comparison. 


If Convair SD Building Ever Wants 
to Fly, It's Got a Vertical Fin 
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B-36s Circle Globe' 
60 Times Since 
First Hop in 1946 

By the middle of next week—which will be five years 
from the date of the first flight of a B-36 type airplane— 
Convair Fort Worth crews will have flown B-36’s enough 
miles to take them around the world 60 times! 
made 


Jacque Nunley 
FW Engineering 
Beauty Queen 

Some 3,000 engineering depart¬ 
ment people and their guests 
launched the first of a series of 
Fort Worth Division departmen¬ 
tal dances at Lake Worth Casino, 
July 18, and witnessed the crown¬ 
ing of Jacque Nunley as depart¬ 
mental beauty queen. 

Jacque was selected over a 
field of 13 contestants and will 
represent engineering in the CRA 
beauty contest slated for Septem¬ 
ber. 

Jacque was awarded a wrist 
watch for first prize. A leather 
make-up kit went to second-place 
winner, Betty South. Mary Hol¬ 
loway was awarded a vanity case 
and lipstick for third prize. 

Contest judges were Jack Gor¬ 
don of the Fort Worth Press, 
Irvin Farman of the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram and Dan Gould of 
Interstate Theatres. 

The dance was the first of a 
series which Convair Recreation 
Association will help sponsor for 
each department. The next dance 
has not been set but will prob¬ 
ably be held early in September 
at the Will Rogers CRA Center. 

Meanwhile, CRA is seeking de¬ 
partmental queens from all de¬ 
partments to take part in the 
plant-wide contest in September. 
Only a few of the departments 
at FW have named representa¬ 
tives. 

The contest is being conducted 
by CRA bowlers in conjunction 
with a plan to earn funds for 
sending keglers to the national 
bowling tournament in Milwau¬ 
kee, Wis., in 1952. 

The Convair FW queen selected 
at the dance will receive an all¬ 
expense trip to Milwaukee and 
the national tournament or $100 
in cash. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, urged departments 
to name their representatives and 
submit their names to CRA, ext. 
5141. 


THE WATER IS FINE—Whether by dunking in Eagle Mountain 
Lake waters or by loafing in shade along beach, Convair FW people 
who helped open new CRA beach club managed to successfully 
beat the heat. Upper photo shows general view of beachline and 
inset is typical sea-going scene of which there are many every week 
end. Beach resort is restricted to Convair folk and their families. 


Snowballing Absences Can Hurt 
Smooth B-36 Delivery Schedule 


FW Man Still Holds 
World War II Bonds 

H. E. Trammel, of Convair’s 
FW’S follow-up dispatching sec¬ 
tion (22-8), is another solid 
backer of Convair’s payroll de¬ 
duction plan for purchase of U .S. 
defense bonds. 

But, in addition, he also puts 
into U. S. bonds all the extra 
cash that comes in from trans¬ 
actions on the outside. Last week, 
for instance, he took out a $2,000 
maturity value bond from the 
Convair bond window. 

“Fve still got bonds I bought 
here during World War II,” says 
Trammel. “And I’m just going 
to keep them until I need them.” 

Trammel lives with his wife at 
1306 Clover Lane. He is one of 
more than 14,500 employees regu¬ 
larly purchasing U. S. bonds at 
Convair FW. 


You think maybe it doesn’t i 
matter much to anyone but your¬ 
self if you take a day off now 
and then? 

You think maybe that because 
you don’t get paid for time off 
the job, nobody loses but your¬ 
self? 

If you do, you’ll find it inter¬ 
esting to imagine yourself behind 
the desk of J. E. Massey at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. 

It’s only 7:30 a.m., but Jim’s 
already got a headache. A head¬ 
ache that aspirin won’t help. 

Jim’s department is Sub-As¬ 
sembly. It’s located on the mez¬ 
zanine grouped around Col. 63-M. 
The folks in that department build 
sub-assemblies, including vital 
electrical harnesses and instru¬ 
ment panels for all B-36’s. 

Jim’s headache is because 54 
women scheduled to work on 
Dept. 73 jobs yesterday were 
absent. 

“Sure,” Jim says, “they won’t 
be paid since they didn’t work. 
But that’s only the beginning of 
the story. 

“We’ve got B-36’s down on the 
Final Assembly line waiting for 
electrical harnesses. To wipe out 
our shortages and maintain cur¬ 
rent production, we’ve got to turn 
out 850 electrical harnesses a day. 


And to turn out 850 Jjqrnpsses, 
we’ve got to have a lot of people 
—and all of them here on the job. 

“We’ve got to have electrical 
and radio bench assemblers cut¬ 
ting harnesses. We’ve got to have 
assemblers working on electrical 
harness jig boards, and we’ve got 
to have assemblers finishing the 
harnesses and preparing them for 
inspection. 

“But here we’ve got 54 assem¬ 
blers absent. That means that 
we’ll come up more than 300 
harnesses short. 

“Some people may think that’s 
not important. But think about 
this: Without the harnesses, B- 
36’s cannot be complete with 
radar system, bombing system, 
automatic flight system, radio 
system, gun control system, tur¬ 
ret operation system—and a num¬ 
ber of other control systems. 

“Without every last harness, 
we can’t complete the airplane, 
and we can’t deliver it to the 
Air Force on schedule. 

“And any time we fail to de¬ 
liver a B-36 on schedule, we’re 
decreasing our chances of con¬ 
vincing the Air Force that it 
should order more B-36’s. And 
only by obtaining more orders 
can we expect to have our Con¬ 
vair jobs in the years to come 


That’s the estimate made by 
flight test crews who now fly 
B-36s as nonchalantly as most 
people go for a Sunday drive. 

First flight was that of the 
XB-36 on Aug. 8, 1946. Since that 
time, Flight Manager B. A. 
Erickson estimates from flight 
department records: 

Convair crews have flown 
B-36s a total of approximately 
6,000 flight test hours. (Fig¬ 
ures do not include any of the 
thousands of hours flown by 
the Air Force.) This means 
250 days, or about eight 
months, in the air! 

Convair’s more than 900 test 
flights have totaled—using air¬ 
lines distances—approximately 
60 trips around the world. 

Convair’s night flying alone 
in this period totals more than 
62 days, or approximately 
equivalent to 15 trips around 
the world in darkness. 

During the flights, many of 
which were made with engi¬ 
neering department test engi¬ 
neers aboard, an estimated 
12,000,000 daia figures were 
gathered and recorded in one 
fashion or another. Some re¬ 
cording was done with a lead 
pencil; some with instruments; 
some with recording cameras; 
and in other fashions. 

“In all these more than 900 test 
flights,” Erickson points out, “at 
no time did we ever land a B-36 
at any air field except where we 
intended to land in the first place. 
We never had to go to an alter¬ 
nate airport.” 

After five years of flight test- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Wing of First 340 
Completed at SD 

First wing for the new model 
340 Convair-Liner was “pulled” 
last month at San Diego and will 
be mated with the prototype fuse¬ 
lage some time in August. 

The wing, begun June 18, was 
lifted from its vertical structures 
July 21, setting a new record for 
Convair. It was the fastest new 
wing job ever completed by the 
company and perhaps a new rec¬ 
ord for the industry. 

The 340 prototype is scheduled 
to fly in October. 


RIDING HIGH—Perfectly balanced, first wing for new model 340 Convair-Liner is suspended from 
overhead crane few seconds after it was lifted from vertical structures in foreground Wing was built 
in record time at Convair SD. Span, without wing tips, is 99 feet. It will hold 1700 gallons or 
more of fuel. 


Pilots Recall 
First Flight 
Five Years Ago 

Convair FW flight crews these 
days look on flying B-36s as 
pretty much of a routine job. 

And they tried to make their 
jobs look routine on Aug. 8, 1946, 
when they were getting ready to 
take the first experimental model, 
the XB-36, on its first test hop. 

But it wasn’t routine. It was 
the climax of approximately six 
years’ work oj^he part of thou¬ 
sands of peop® beginning with 
engineers in San Diego who made 
the first tentative plans for the 
record-breaking airplane as early 
as 1941. 

In the years that followed, 
thousands of other Convair people 
worked on the XB: Engineers at 
both SD and FW, model builders, 
carpenters who built a full-scale 
fuselage mock-up, production peo¬ 
ple who made the parts, assem¬ 
blers, field and service mechanics, 
inspectors, and scores of others. 

It was a particularly climactic 
day for Ray O. Ryan and R. C. 
(Sparky) Sebold. Ryan then was 
superintendent of Experimental. 
Sebold was then chief engineer 
at Convair FW. Both are now 
Convair vice-presidents. 

And it was a climactic day for 
the U. S. Air Force and for Col. 
Beverly H. Warren, chief of the 
Air Force’s Procurement Office 
handling the XB-36 contract. The 
Air Force had placed its blue 
chips on the line that Convair 
could and would produce a record- 
breaking bomber. 

And this—Aug. 8, 1946—would 
be the payoff. If the plane fail¬ 
ed, six years of precious work 
would have been wasted, and mil¬ 
lions of dollars of U. S. Air Force 
money. . 

So the Convair FW flight crew 
was ready to prove that another 
new airplane designed and built 
by Convair people could do what 
they said it would do. With G. S. 
(Gus) Green, then chief of Flight, 
and B. A. Erickson, then pilot for 
the flight, at the controls, the 
crew taxied the cigar-shaped ex¬ 
perimental model. Green is now 
chief of service engineering. 
Erickson is manager of Flight. 

By that time, the grapevine had 
carried word to most Convair FW 
employees then at work that the 
XB-36 was ready to fly. Super¬ 
visors arranged that all employ¬ 
ees interested might go outside 
to watch the takeoff. 

Pilots Green and Erickson, in 
turn, were instructed to delay 
their takeoff by 30 minutes to 
give everyone time to get to the 
fence. 

The big ship began to move 
down the runway slowly. Then 
faster and faster as the 19-foot 
props churned the hot air. At 
exactly 10:10 a.m., it was air¬ 
borne. 

After 38 minutes of flying in 
the vicinity of the plant, Green 
and Erickson landed the XB-36. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective July 16: 

Dept. 3: To Wage & Salary assistant 
supervisor, J. B. Brock. 

Dept. 4: To procurement representa¬ 
tive, F. Wilson ; to buyer, B. A. Gibbs. 

Dept. 6: To senior design engineers, 
W. R. Skinner, C. L. Pawkett, C. C. 
Widaman, R. F. Hlavek, C. P. Drahn, 
K. I. Arntson ; to design engineers, K. 
W Bryan, H. D. Smith, R. L. Ingmire, 
T. L, Hoffman, Jr., J. R. Garrison, 
J. S. Gallagher, G. W. Bradfield, B. H. 
Bloor, Jr., P. G. Normand, C. M. 
Kerby, W. W. Woodward, L. J. O’Kelly, 
J W. Moore, H. F. Rogers, C. J. 
Schneider, D. E. Bloom, to senior test 
engineer, H. G. Osbon; to 1 flight test 
group engineer, F. E. Sutton; to aero- 
physics group engineer, W. A. Orr. 

Dept. 7 : To liaison man, J. R. Baker, 
R. O'. Owen, C. D. Gra’y ; to assistant 
supt., H. Flower; to supervisor, W. W. 
Pierce; to proj. liaison man, W. H. 
Flickinger. 

Dept. 8: To mfg. engineer, W. G. 
Bush ell, D. H. Rogers; to industrial 
engineer assistant supervisor, K. H. 
Dunn, G. J. Wright, J. T. Jenkins, Jr. 

Dept. 11: To control analyst, D. K. 
Ricks; to spares representative, P. B. 
Farnsworth. . , 

Dept. 12: To first flight engineer, 
J. A. Rogerson. T 

Dept. 14: To tooling analyst, H. L.. 
Trammell. . _, , . ,, 

Dept. 22: To Production Control asst 
foreman, S. L. Evins, K. Wheeler; to 
Production Control foreman, J. R. Bent¬ 
on, Jr. . ~ 

Dept. 25: To assistant foreman, O. 
Curnutt, A. W. Campbell, A. D. Dooley, 

F. E. Hall. T r An 

Dept. 26: To buyers, J. J. Allen, D. 
M. Mills, L. H. Painter. 

Dept. 27: To outside inspection repre¬ 
sentative, J. M. Conerly, R. M. Hitch. 
Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, 1. A. 

Middleton. . . tt- o 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, E. B. 
Roberson, C. E. May, Jr., L. W. Brock. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, O. it. 
Rand, B. W. Mathews; to foreman, 

O. E. Gryder. . n \kt 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, C. W. 

Durant, M. E. Wilkins. 

Dept. 46: To assistant foreman, J. E. 

Witt. . T 

Dept. 48: To assistant foreman, C. J. 

^Dept!" 50: To assistant general fore¬ 
man, V. W. Higginbotham, to foreman, 
J. 0. Hood. „ _ „ i • 

Dept. 61: To foreman, C. B. Hopkins, 
E. E. Jackson, K. H. Palmer. 

Dept. 64: To assistant foreman, x. 
Brown. . w 

Dept. 65: To assistant foreman W. 
H. Everidge, C. D. Kirk, C. Singls’ta.ry* 
R. E. Cage. 

Dept. 81: To tool manufacturing assis¬ 
tant foreman, B. W. Lytle. 

Dept. 82: To tool manufacturing assis¬ 
tant foreman, H. P. Christian. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promotions or transfers to or within 
supervision effective July 16: 

Dept. 4-3, Material: To subcontract¬ 
ing assistant supervisors, T. R. Daugher¬ 
ty, J. B. Gerding. _ 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To lines gioup 
en°"ineer, W. J. Wood; to' group engi¬ 
neer W. M. Cobb; to researcn group 
engineers, G. R. Estey, H. W. Hasen- 
beck, W. D. Walker,, R. V. Werner. 

Dept. 13, Industrial Security: To fire 
lieutenants, T. G. Champlin, A. Hodges, 
R. H. Kresser, P. F. Puckett, R. B. 

"^Dept 18, Estimating: To estimating 

admi GuiDED MISSLE^7)ivlSION 

Promotions to or within supervision 
effective 7-16-51. 

Dept. 842, Jigs & Fixtures: To assis¬ 
tant foreman, G. E. Brewitz. 

Dept. 873, Misfile Checkout: To foie- 
man, H. T. Boles. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re 1 - 
eeived service pins: 

Fifteen year pin: Dept. 6-4, C. A. 
Heim. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4-1. E. M. Lizar- 
raras; Dept. 24-1, E. M. Taylor, M. E. 
Smith ; Dept. 48, W. L. Rainey; Dept. 
61, D. II. Bryan, W. E. Jones, T. H. 
Lide, J. I. Porter, J. C. Threadgill ; 
Dept. 65, G. W. Edwards, Jr., W. R. 
Robeson ; Dept. 81, E. I. Trimmier. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, G. M. Feild 
Jr., F. Hanley, E. E. Jam^s, Jr., E. B. 
Maske, Jr.; Dept. 15-5, F. V. Boone; 
Dept. 25-4. W. D. Armstrong; Dept. 
27, E. D. Garrison, D. J. Geary; Dept. 
30, G. H. Miller; Dept. 31, J. H. Carter, 
S. Causey, R. L. Gallimore, R. J. Put¬ 
nam, O. C. Raleigh, H. West, J. S. 
Dulaney; Dept. 43, E. E. Key, W. E. 
Wilson; Dept. 44, R. D. McElroy; Dept. 
47, W. E. Ellis; Dept. 61. J. P. Todd, 
V. R. Fisher, W. T. Hendrixson; Dept. 
63, W. H. Norvell ; Dept. 64, W. E. 
Pierce, H. R. Richardson ; Dept. 65, 

O. Eubanks, Jr., J. I. Gipson, A. Miera, 
M. H. Rhoten; Dept. 74, A. E. Choate. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following service pins were due 
during the period July 16 through July 
29. 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 6, F. A. 
White; Dept. 22-1, C. F. McManus. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 1-21 (GO) K. B. 
McGlashan; Dept. 4, John Cicalo, 
George Davidson Jr., C. E. Hendricks. 
Clarence White; Dept. 6, N. D. Bell 
Jr., E. E. Benson Jr., R. E. Lowry, 

P. A. Nagy, S. E. Nowry, D. H. Wag¬ 
ner. 

Dept. 8, Michael Delva ; Dept. 9, A. J. 
Krumweide; Dept. 11, R. W. Shaffer 
Jr.; Dept. 13, J. R. Applegate; Dept. 
22, C. A. Hagman, R. L. Ingraham ; 
Dept. 24, R. B. Boone, G. E. Williams; 
Dept. 25, Odell Browning, J. L. Chan- 
nell; Dept. 27, D. S : . Amott, M. E. 
Thomas Jr., Coleman Wilson. 

Dept. 31, G. H. Herold, L. K. Lee, 
Obed Ray Jr., F. E. Reed, W. D. Reed, 

C. H. Splinter, A. N. Williams ; Dept. 
52, C. L. Seybold; Dept. 115, Stanley 
Brown ; Dept. 212, R. J. Loesch ; Dept. 
401, Donald Crayton, W. J. Galpin, J. 
I. Sather; Dept. 406, H. W. Riley, J. A. 
Ross; Dept. 632, F. F. Flinn. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, F. M. Boley, 

D. P. Germeraad, R. S. Hunt Jr. ; 
Dept. 27, O. A. Bonnema, R. M. Corn¬ 
elius, R. G. Goldinger, E. F. Kosen, 
H. A. Scott; Dept. 31, W. C. Agner. 

Dept. 43, S. E. J. Corder; Dept. 47, 
Grace B. Cbltharp ; Dept. 115, N. J. 
Maxwell ; Dept. 212, N. A. Mosley; 
Dept. 250, E. A. Cox; Dept. 360, J. H. 
Beseler, J. W. Nichols ; Dept. 375, A. F. 
Davis; Dept. 401, S. W. Nichols; Dept. 
634, A. J. Winter Jr. 


Transfers 


From Fort Worth to San Diego. L. L. 
Tuttle to staff assistant, Dept. 23. 

Lost & Found 

SAN DIEGO 

Reward for return of silv°r pen-knife 
and chain bearing St. Christopher’s 
medal is being offered by W. R. Hall, 
B-36 project office, Bldg. 4. Sentimental 
value. Call ext. 250 or H-6-8696. 

Lost at Convair picnic, July 14, El 
Monte Park, a J. C. Higgins thermos 
jug, wicker basket and contents, and one 
pair of ladies sun glasses. Contact 
Frances Sneed 1 , Dept. 102 paint shop, 
Bldg. 1, ext. 628 or W-7-1318. Reward. 


Births 


SAN DIEGO 

BUDVARSON—Daughter, Teri Mar- 
vine, 7 lbs. 8% oz., born April 1 to 
Mr. and Mrs. R. N. Budvarson, Dept. 


Pilots Recall 
First Flight 
Five Years Ago 

(Continued from page 1) 

Three of the crew members 
who were on that first flight are 
still flying B-36s. They’re Erick¬ 
son, J. D. McEachern, and W. P. 
Easley. 

Also still with Convair, but not 
currently assigned to flying B- 
36s, are A. W. Gecmen, now 
senior flight test group engineer; 
J. M. Hefley, now assistant fore¬ 
man in field operation. 

“There was plenty of excite¬ 
ment on that first flight,” Erick¬ 
son admits today. “A lot more 
excitement over that 38-minute 
flight then than there is now over 
a 38-hour flight. Because a 38- 
hour flight now is strictly routine. 
We have since flown more than 
51 consecutive hours without re¬ 
fueling, you know.” 


Wardens Ask Second 
Shot at SD Gun Team 

Convair SD’s pistol team has 
been challenged to a return match 
with the California Fish and 
Game wardens and reserve war¬ 
dens, a team Convair edged by 
eight points in June. It was the 
wardens’ first defeat. 

The return match is set for 
Aug. 26 and all the Convair 
shooters won’t be on the Convair 
team. The wardens’ roster in¬ 
cludes A. B. McFarland and 
Rodney Pease, both of Special 
Projects. Pease is a former na¬ 
tional champion. 


B-36s 'Circle World' 

60 Times Since '46 

(Continued from page 1) 

ing B-36s, flight department 
crews take it all pretty much in 
their stride. 

“We’ve tested every model of 
the B-36 from the XB-36 and the 
first production model, the model 
A, up through the model F’s now 7 
coming off the assembly line. 

“Every model has been a con¬ 
siderable improvement over its 
predecessor,” Erickson said. 


FW Suggestion Hdq. 
Gets New Location 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

Bright ideas on how to do their work 
better, quicker, easier, or more econ¬ 
omically brought Employee Suggestion 
awards to Convair FW employees: 
Dept.- 27, A. W. Swackhamer. 

Dept. 44, D. J. Gagley. 

Dept. 50, C. E. Spradhng. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $416.90 for weeks 
ending July 12 and July 19: 

Dept. 4, Material: A. Shafran. 

Dept. 14, Shipping: N. Reddick. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: M. 
Goehring, G. E. Harris. 

Dept. 27, Quality Control: G. S. Dur- 
land Jr., J. Eaman, K. S. Martin, D. B. 
Se&burg, W. R. Stewart. 

Dept. 48, B-36 Gas Tightmg: J. D. 
Bradley. „ _ . ^ 

Dept. 102, Sub-Assy. & Processing: K. 
Beezley, A. W. King, N. Sheldon. 
Dept. 115, Machine Shop: L. G. Bovee. 
Dept. 212, T-29 Fuselage: I. L. Quillm. 
Dept. 225, T-29 Wing: G. Moreno. 
Dept. 250, Electric Bench: V. H. 

Davidson, S. T. Ladd, J. C‘. Levandow- 
ski, W. C. Ruth. 

Dept. 360, B-36 Outer Panel Struc¬ 

ture: N. A. Brown, K. B. Medford, P. 
L. Sobeck. 

Dept. 401, Jigs & Fixtures: J. E. 

Johnson, R. Wiedenfeld. 

Dept. 406, Plaster Pattern Shop: C. 
Peoples. _ _ 

Dept. 632, B-36 Structure: E. P. Os- 

S °Dept. 633, B-36 Primary : L. E. Holm- 
berg. 

Dept. 634, B-36 Final: C. H. Schnee- 
wind. 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 

RAMSAY—Andrew, Dept. 403, died 
July 16. Survivors: wife, Mrs. Amy 
Ramsay, and one brother. 


406-1. 

■CANDELA—Son, Michael Andrew, 8 
lbs. 11% oz., born July 16 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Candela, Dept. 6. 

CREEL—Daughter, Linda Louise, 3 
lbs. 15 oz., born April 14 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. E. Creel, Dept. 406-1. 

HARDY—Daughter, Sandra Jean, 8 
lbs. 6% oz., born July 3 to Mr. and Mrs. 

G. R. Hardy. Dept. 406-1. 

HEATH—Son, Richard Louis, 6 lbs. 

8% oz., born July 13 to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L. Heath, Dept. 6. 

JONES—Son, Steven Ray, 7 lbs. 15 
oz., born July 12 to Mr. and Mrs. C. H. 
Jones, Dept. 406-1. 

LADD—Daughter, Patricia Ann. 7 lbs. 
2 oz., born July 16 to Mr. and Mi’s. J. 

H. Ladd, Dept. 406-1. 

MC ALEER—Son, Thomas F. McAleer 
IV. 8 lbs. 9 oz., born July 10 to Mr. 
and Mrs. T. F. McAleer III, Supt. of 
Fab ideation depts. 

MC CALL—Daughter, Judith Lynn, 
5 lbs. 8 oz., born July 2 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. McCall, Dept. 6. 

MORAN—Daughter, Ellen Nicole, 7 
lbs. 5 oz., born July 6 to Mr. and Mrs. 
T. P. Moran, Dept. 1-51. 

PONSFORD—Son. David Robert, 8 
lbs. 11 oz.. born June 28 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. E. Ponsford, Dept. 6. 

SEVERINSEN— Son, Randall Warren, 
9 lbs., bom July 2 to Mr. and Mrs. W. 
L. Severinsen, Dept. 634. 

SORENSON—Son, Richard Oscar, 5 
lbs. 13% oz., born June 30 to Mr. and 
Mrs. O. R. Sorenson, Dept. 406-1. 

SWEENEY—iSon, William J. Jr., 6 
lbs. 5 oz., bom June 5 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. J. Sweeney, Dept. 27-3. 

YOUNG—Daughter, Barbara Ann. 6 
lbs. 8 oz., born July 10 to Mr. and Mm. 
H. R. Young, Dept. 9. 


What do you do for fun? Ride 
horseback, garden, pitch horse¬ 
shoes, play golf, gather semi¬ 
precious stones? Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association stands ready 
to serve you. See page 3. 


Employees and supervisors 
looking for the cost reduction 
group of Industrial Engineering 
department at Fort Worth will 
find the unit now located in new 
quarters on the mezzanine at Col. 
127-C. 

Roy Crabtree, assistant super¬ 
visor, said that inquiries concern¬ 
ing the Employee Suggestion pro¬ 
gram and Cost Improvement pro¬ 
gram should be directed to the 
group’s attention at the new lo¬ 
cation. The unit previously was 
located in the FW administration 
building. Telephone extension is 
5115. 


Dlttmann Leader in 
SD Pistol Shooting 

Bill Dittmann with a 292 score 
took the master division first 
place over the Camp Perry police 
course during July at Convair 
SD. Second was H. L. Jensen 
with 286. 

In the expert division Ash 
Bishop was first with 291 and 
Clark Kerr second at 287. Ralph 
Castaneda took sharpshooter 
honors followed by Chet Shep- 
pherd and Gerald Marcello and 



A HELPING HAND—Margaret Batteiger, Dept. 11-9, adds 
bundle of clothing, to growing pile in boxes at Convair FW. Con¬ 
vair folks collected clothing to send to Kansas City flood victims. 


Normally Unimpressed by Foreign Airplanes, 
British Get Excited Over Convair B-36s 


“As a rule, the British people 
are seldom very much impressed 
by foreign products, but they 
were certainly fascinated by our 
B-36s.” 

It was Paul R. Carlton, senior 
field engineer of Convair FW, 
describing the recent visit of 
three B-36s from Carswell Air 
Force Base, Tex., to England. 

Carlton was the only Convair 
representative to make the trip 
to England with the crews that 
serviced the Convair-built air¬ 
craft during their stay on foreign 
soil. He accompanied 110 ground 
crew members aboard two C-124 
cargo ships which flew to Europe 
in advance of the B-36 flight. 

“We arrived at the air field 
just outside London about three 
hours before the B-36s came in. 

SD Rockhounds Win 
County Fair Prizes 

Rockhounds of Convair SD got 
their share of prizes at the San 
Diego County Fair. In fact, every 
one that entered won an award! 

Pansy Kraus, wife of C. F. 
Kraus (Dept. 22), competing for 
her first time, took first prize 
($40) with her entry of cut 
stones, while Jack Benedict 
(Dept. 55) was taking third prize 
($20) in the same division, and 
Dan Whorton (Dept. 633) was 
winning another third with his 
collection of cabachons from 
worldwide localities. 

Eddie Robinson (Dept. 365) 
took a special award with his 
entry of silver work. 

Although not competing, sev¬ 
eral showcases of stones were 
entered by CRA Rockhounds and 
members of the SD group were 
faithful in running the work shop 
at the fair, which showed off the 
craft. 


As soon as the people saw the 
planes overhead, they started to 
gather at the fences. There were 
crowds there continuously until 
the B-36s began the return trip,” 
Carlton says. 

The three B-36s made a seven- 
hour flight over the continent of 
Europe, sweeping low over Paris, 
Brussels and the Hague. Airmen 
making the flight told of great 
crowds gathered at points along 
the flight route. 

The B-36s made the 5,000 mile 
trip non-stop from Fort Worth 
in about 24 hours and returned 
against a head wind in about 27 
hours. 

Carlton is no stranger to Eng¬ 
land. He was sent there in 1942 
as a representative of Curtis 
-Wright Corp. to service Con¬ 
vair-built B-24 Liberator bomb¬ 
ers. 


HAP HAZARD 
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A1 Cunningham were first and 
second among marksmen. Over 
the national match course Ditt¬ 
mann again was first followed by 
Castaneda and John Sorosky. 


A man or woman of Convair 
carries a special responsibility to 
Uncle Sam. Keep his defense 
secrets to yourself! 


EYES HAD IT—Ey es had it, but bad. They got these pieces of 
steel which broke from ball peen hammer, shattered Convair Fort 
Worth employee's glasses and produced serious injuries. Next time 
he'll be wearing safety goggles which would have saved his eyes 
in this accident. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Band activities suspended for 
summer. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday league. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 4215. 

BEACH CLUB—R. R. Gorton, commissioner, ext. 4206. CRA Beach Club at 
Lakeside Park, Eagle Mountain Lake. Swimming, picnicking and hiking. Admis¬ 
sion free to Convair employees showing Convair ID card, and to persons accom¬ 
panying them. Admission free to other personnel on duty at Convair FW if they 
will obtain free CRA beach card by applying to E. G. Crosier, employee services 
section, ext. 5141. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. Winter bowling leagues now being formed. Need 
500 bowlers on all shifts. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. First shift Camera 
Club meeting Aug. 6 at 7:30 p.m., Ridglea CRA Center. Second shift Camera 
Club chairman, A. L. Green, ext. 4215. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 119C. 
Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 31 (spot weld 
section). 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing and Masque Players 
monthly meeting 8 p.m. Aug. 10 at Will Rogers CRA Center to discuss plans for 
coming theatre season and to witness movie. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Employee 
Services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tuesday, 
Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 to 
10 a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Playoffs in plant-wide 
tournament Aug. 1. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—Roy Jarl, commissioner, ext. 5141. All-star little leagues 
team now competing in state play-offs. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class eveiy Wednesday 

6 :30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:3C p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING CLUB—M, C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. CRA Riding Stable is 
located behind Will Rogers Coliseum. Rental horses available for CRA members at 
50 cents an hour. For information on riding classes, contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9:30 p;m. for first shift; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shifts. All shifts, Sunday at 
2 p.m. Children's instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6820. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation building, 18th and Herrington streets. Beginners 

7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. second shift, each Wednesday, Northside 
Recreation building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 6280. Club meet¬ 
ing 7:45 p.m. Aug. 7 at Will Rogers CRA center. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Tennis play. Forest Park, 
each Tuesday and Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauemmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. 


Half-Price Tickets Go on Sale 
For Convair FW Baseball Night 


Mark Aug. 20 on your calendar. 

That’s the date big things are 
in store for Convair FW folks on 
“Convair Night” at LaGrave 
Field. 

The Fort Worth Cats will tan¬ 
gle with the San Antonio Mis¬ 
sions in a Texas League battle. 

Housing Story 
Gets Results 

Convair FW folks are quick to 
jump to the aid of fellow work¬ 
ers in time of need, a CON¬ 
VAIRIETY feature story proved 
once again last week. 

The story told of a Convair 
family trying to locate suitable 
housing since moving to Fort 
Worth. It also asked Convair 
folks with rooms, apartments or 
houses for rent to list them with 
Employee Services. 

Less than a week after the 
story ran, at least 150 people 
called the housing desk with list¬ 
ings for houses, apartments and 
rooms, according to Helen Reed, 
Employee Services housing aide. 

“The response to the appeal 
was wonderful. The phone has 
been ringing constantly since 
last week,” Helen says. “We have 
been able to help at least 100 
families in their search for 
homes.” 

“It is hard for some people to 
realize the need for housing for 
newcomers to Fort Worth. We 
get requests for just any type of 
accommodations.” 

Employee Services still needs 
more and more listings: houses, 
apartments, furnished and unfur¬ 
nished. Employees with listings 
were urged to call Helen at ext. 
4278. 


Special attraction before the 
game will be an exhibition match 
pitting Convair’s own CRA Little 
League all-star team of young¬ 
sters 12 and under against an all- 
star team from Dallas. 

CRA has 1,000 general admis¬ 
sion tickets that usually sell for 
one dollar each. For “Convair 
Night,” however, they’re offered 
to CRA members at only 50 cents 
each. 

These tickets will count as $1 
toward the purchase of reserved 
or box seats, according to E. G. 
Crosier, Employee Services super¬ 
visor. 

Tickets for the game are on 
sale at CRA office now, and may 
be purchased there by all employ¬ 
ees before and after shift change, 
and during rest and lunch periods. 
They may also be obtained by 
applying to department clerks. 


DeWitt's 72 Paces 
Convair Linksmen 

Bill DeWitt of Guided Missile 
Division showed his heels to the 
field of Convair SD golfers this 
month at Rancho during the 
regular sweepstakes. 

DeWitt led handicap division 
0-13 with a net 67. He fired an 
even par 72 round. Tied for sec¬ 
ond with 68’s were Jim Dewes, 
A1 Zarracina and J. C. Bear. 

In Division 14-18 Dave Zatarian 
led with a net 65 followed by 
Henry Johnson and Walt Rye. 
In the 19-24 group M. J. Myer 
was first with a net 62 with Sam 
Galasso and Mike Brooks trailing. 
In the 25 and up division Frank 
Sisson was first with a 63 fol¬ 
lowed by Jack Swank and P. J. 
Aslin. 


I 




* 

TEXAS BEAUTY—From among dozen Engineering FW beauties, 
judges chose these three as tops. Center is Jacque Nunley, who 
placed first, at right is Betty South, second, and at left is Mary 
Holloway who was third. Winner will compete against other de¬ 
partmental winners for title of Convair FW beauty queen. 


CRA Beach Club Opening Draws 
1,500 to Eagle Mountain Lake 


CRA members at Convair FW 
found welcome relief from the 
heat over the week-end of July 
21 when they gathered for the 
first time at CRA’S new beach, 
Lakeside Park on Eagle Mountain 
Lake. 

The beach club is now open 
seven days a week without charge 
to CRA members, Air Force peo¬ 
ple assigned to Convair, and 
other persons on duty at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

The opening week-end drew 
more than 1,500 Convair folks de¬ 
spite the fact that thousands 
worked on Saturday and others 
had not learned of the facilities. 
“We were pleased with the 
Dening crowds,” CRA President 
. G. Starkey said. “More peo- 
le are finding out about the 
ub and we hope that many more 
ill come out throughout the rest 
: the season.” 


FW Square Dancers 
Move Into Cooled 
Recreation Building 

Installation of water coolers in 
the city-owned Northside Recrea¬ 
tion Building has prompted CRA 
square dancers at Convair FW to 
move inside for the remainder 
of the summer months, according 
to Ross Carney, square dance 
commissioner. 

The swingsters took to the open 
air slab at Rockwood Park at the 
beginning of the summer months 
to avoid indoor heat. 

“The water coolers will make 
the recreation building much bet¬ 
ter for our activities,” says Car¬ 
ney. “Folks who bring their 
youngsters to the dances will 
have a better place to leave them 
while dancing.” 

Carney also announced the be¬ 
ginning of new classes Aug, 13 
for beginners and advanced 
square dancers. Beginners will 
dance from 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes will occupy the 
building from 8 to 10 p.m. 


The beach is equipped with 
locker rooms, picnic tables, lawn 
chairs and a long sandy beach in 
addition to a full-stocked conces¬ 
sion stand. 

R. R. Gorton, public relations 
coordinator at FW, has been 
named CRA beach commissioner. 

Gorton says, “CRA had a 
chance to obtain Lakeside Park 
for the remainder of the swim¬ 
ming season. If CRA members 
like the beach, we hope to obtain 
it for the entire season next year 
with some added features.” 

Admission to the beach is free 
to all Convair people showing 
their Convair ID cards, and to 
guests accompanying them. Cards 
are available in the CRA office 
for other people attached to the 
FW Division. 

“We have also made arrange¬ 
ments for families of Convair 
employees to use the beach when 
the head of the family is at work. 
Cards for family use are avail¬ 
able at CRA office,” Gorton says. 

Improvements are being made, 
and will continue to be made as 
required, according to Gorton. 

J. L. Evans, who managed the 
park commercially before the 
CRA contract was signed, will 
continue as manager of Lakeside 
Park. 

Park hours are from 8 a.m. to 
10:30 p.m. seven days a week to 
authorized people. Only persons 
showing proper credentials will 
be admitted. 


Top Golfers at 
FW Play For 
Plant Crown 

The two top par chasers in 
each of the seven flights teed 
off last Sunday (July 29) in the 
finals of the annual CRA plant- 
wide golf tournament at Convair 
FW. 

A new champion was due to be 
named in the championship flight 
to replace Paul Ondo The cham¬ 
pionship flight saw Larry Messer- 
smith take on the winner of a 
semi-final match between J. T. 
Ramsel and Ray Lanham. 

J. M. Cudd and Bob Gabbe 
matched strokes in the first 
flight finals after moving by the 
semi-finals with victories over 
W. W. Hill and Joe Minton. 

Leonard Davidson and Bill Mc¬ 
Coy matched strokes in a semi¬ 
final match to see who would op¬ 
pose Joe Morris for the second 
flight title. Minton downed R. H. 
Hands. 

H. H. Kesswick moved by Ed 
Reene, and Paul Johnson beat J. 
H. Williams in third flight play 
to gain the finals. 

In the fourth flight, Bob Witte 
polished off A1 Ballard and Rufe 
Pownder bested A. C. Clark to 
gain finals berths. 

Fred Thames and A1 Pfennig- 
hausen were due to battle for the 
fifth flight title after Thames 
topped Tony Caldarola and Pfen- 
nighausen moved by W. L. J. 
Williams in semi-finals matches. 

J. Shepard won over Ralph 
Fuhrer in a sixth flight battle 
and was due to meet the winner 
of the G. P. Day-Jerry Olson 
match for the crown. 


FW Bowlins 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 

Team W. L. 

Vultures .-.. 32 12 

Spares . 31 13 

Last Chance . 26 18 

Ruffnecks ._.. 24 20 

Time Killers .... 24 20 

Five Flushers .... 24 20 

Otoo’s . 23 21 

All Hours . 20 24 

4 Jacks 'N Jill . 20 24 

Accidents ... 20 24 

Sluggers .—. 19 25 

Whot Hoppened . 19 25 

Striking Jets . 18 26 

Trailers . 18 26 

Hotshots ... 18 26 

Bom-Bowlers .... 16 28 

MEN’S LEAGUE 

Team W. L. 

Knot Heads . 24 16 

Team No. 2 .23 17 

Duffers . 23 17 

Jack Aces . 21 19 

Retracts . 20 20 

Dark Horses . 20 20 

Gutter Balls .— 19 21 

Team No. 1 . 18 22 

Hard Heads . 17 23 

Wood Choppers ....15 25 

MIXED LEAGUE 

Team W. L. 

Super Poopers . 38 18 

Dead Pins ..... 36 20 

Jay Hawks .... 35 21 

Lucky Strikes . 34 22 

Optimists . 31 25 

Jet Omics —.-.-. 29 27 

Three Hits & Miss . 28 28 

Low Gears .„.:.28 28 

Pin Heads . -... 27 30 

Dark Horses . 25 31 

Loafers ...... 25 31 

Pin Ups ......-. 24 32 

Goofs . 24 32 

Do or Die . 23 33 

Maple Maulers . 31 35 

Con strikers .— 19 37 


CRA Fishing Derby 
Called Off at FW 


CRA’s fishing derby for Con¬ 
vair FW youngsters scheduled 
for July 21 was called off due to 
lack of sufficient entries, accord¬ 
ing to R. D. Jones, fishing com¬ 
missioner. 

“We asked parents to notify 
CRA if they planned to bring 
their youngsters to the derby,” 
Jones says. “When the deadline 
time rolled around, we had only 
six entrants.” 


SLIPS COUNT—Dick Fieger (Dept. 804) and attractive com¬ 
panion Sue Broderick "settle down" to ice skating, during regular 
Thursday evening CRA session at Glacier Garden, San Diego. Half 
lour class lesson precedes evening of skating fun. 
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FEEL THAT PULSE!—A few minutes after this photo was taken 
of Dr. F. M. Amaral checking blood pressure of T. B. Hatch, 80, 
oldest employee ever to join Convair, Dr. Amaral exclaimed: "Why, 
you've got schoolboy blood pressure!" Hatch was only one un¬ 
impressed during, his physical examination. He is tool engineer 
assigned to Guided Missile division. 

Venerable and Spry 

'What's So Unusual About Being 
80?' Says Veteran Engineer 



SOFTER PLEASE!—Electrical maintenanceman A. T. Huffhine 
Dept. 25-3, tunes new air horn located atop Convair FW experi¬ 
mental hangar. Horn sounds "middle C" at same time factory 
whistle blows elsewhere. 

It's Middle C 

New Air Horn For Fort Worth 
Tuned to Pierce B-36s' Roar 


A tool engineer who was a 
grown man in 1903, when Orville 
Wright’s Kitty Hawk made the 
first airplane flight, joined Con¬ 
vair late last month, the oldest 
employee ever to join the com¬ 
pany. 

T. B. Hatch, assigned to the 
Guided Missile Division, is 80 
years old! 

“What’s so unusual about 
being 80?” Hatch inquired, 
completely unimpressed when 
he passed a physical examina¬ 
tion with flying colors. “My 
father was a lot older than I 
am when he died and my grand¬ 
father lived to be 97.” 

Born in Mississippi, Hatch 
moved with his family to Chicago 
in 1876 (soon after the “big 
fire”) and later lived in New 



<30 o & cl 



I ended up in the corner, so I thought 
I’d finish the floor in a design. 


Three Convair SD men and a 
Naval officer assigned to San 
Diego killed a deer out of season 
last month and never fired a shot. 

“We were lucky we didn’t join 
the deer,” William W. Fox (as¬ 
sistant project engineer on the 
XP5Y) explained. Fox was driv¬ 
ing the car that struck the ani- 



Welcome back from your vacation. 
Miss Babbbs!! 


York and Connecticut. He at¬ 
tended Oberlin College (near 
Cleveland), Purdue University 
and Lewis Institute in Chicago, 
an engineering school. During 
the years he was an electrical 
engineer, an inventor and an 
engineering instructor. 

For his wife’s health, Hatch 
moved to San Dimas, Calif., in 
1893, and later was with Pacific 
Electric Railway in Los Angeles 
and the Union Tool Co. He 
taught for 30 years at Polytech¬ 
nic High School, Los Angeles, and 
among his students was the late 
Jerry Vultee (of the Vultee air¬ 
craft family). 

“World War II brought me out 
of retirement and I went to work 
for Aircraft Accessories Corp. in 
Burbank as an hydraulic and 
electrical engineer,” Hatch re¬ 
called. “Then I was with Cal 
Tech working on launchers for 
rockets.” 

Incidentally, Hatch bought the 
first Cadillac in California, the 
thirteenth car the company built. 
He still drives (though not the 
same car)! 

Hatch has no apparent vices 
and admits to none. He doesn’t 
smoke or drink and even avoids 
coffee. 

“I have two daughters living 
in Alhambra, six grandchildren 
and two great-great-grandchil¬ 
dren and I have a home there as 
well as at Ramona. 

“Right now I’m living alone 
in San Diego and it’s nice and 
quiet. When it gets too quiet 
I just run up to Alhambra for 
a spell and that cures me.” 


mal on highway 395 about ten 
miles north of Escondido. It was 
9 p.m., July 10, and Fox, with 
J. H. Famme, XP5Y project engi¬ 
neer; Comdr. J. H. Graves of 
the BuAir office at SD; and J. 
B. Torrence, also an assistant 
project engineer, were returning 
from conferences at Los Angeles. 

The deer, a 180-pound doe, was 
killed instantly. It was turned 
over to the Highway Patrol and 
local game wardens, though Tor¬ 
rence confessed it was “with re¬ 
luctance.” 

Excerpts from a report to the 
California Department of Motor 
Vehicles tells the balance of the 
3tory: 

“If moving, what was other 
vehicles rate of speed? An¬ 
swer: Deer speed. 

“Were all your lights on? 
Answer: “Yes. Other vehicle? 
Answer: No lights. 

“In your opinion, who was at 
fault? Answer: The deer. 

“Why? Answer: It ran in 
front of the car.” 


Hooray! Middle-Age 
Spread an Asset! 

Ash Bishop of Convair SD 
this week brought balm to the 
men with the bulging waistline 
and hope for him whose shape 
would never win a beauty con¬ 
test. 

Bishop, CRA commissioner 
for pistol shooting at San 
Diego, commented: 

“Older men make the best 
marksmen because they are less 
nervous under pressure. Physi¬ 
cally, the best are inclined to¬ 
ward overweight. And they 
aren’t built like Apollo. 

“Usually the best shots are 
mechanically handy, with good 
hand and eye coordination.” 



CONVAIR REUNION — Al¬ 
though Comdr. J. G. Smith, 
USN, crack Navy jet pilot, knew 
his brother was somewhere in 
Convair SD, he didn't know 
exactly where until during a plant 
tour he found him in electronics 
laboratory. Brother is C. L. Smith 
of Dept. 6. Comdr. Smith was 
touring plant last month with 20 
graduates of jet pilot school at 
Patuxent River, Md. which he 
directs. Group also visited Con¬ 
vair FW. Smith brothers are 
shown visiting at SD. 


A Convair FW employee prob¬ 
ably signs up more folks for in¬ 
surance policies every day than 
any other individual in the United 
States. 

She’s Lil Graham, who explains 
Convair Group Insurance benefits 
to all new employees. Every day, 
about 83 new policyholders go on 
the records. 

Lil’s been on the job seven 
months, and at the end of a year, 
at the present rate of employ¬ 
ment, she’ll have sold over twenty 
thousand policies! A first-rate 
insurance salesman with an aver¬ 
age life insurance firm sells an 
average of about one policy a 
day—and is proud of that record. 

Lil’s sold on the insurance her¬ 
self, so she has no trouble in 
“talking up” the group policies. 

“The Convair hospitalization 
insurance helped us greatly when 
my husband was in the hospital 
47 days one time,” she says. “The 
insurance company kept sending 
us checks, and we didn’t even 
know what some of them were 
for!” 

She enjoys working with new 
employees, but “some of them 
get pretty confused,” she says. 
Lil asked one young girl to list 
her beneficiaries. The girl’s reply 
was, “Oh, gosh, lady, don’t sign 
me up for anything like that!” 

Most employees are definitely 
in favor of the Group Insurance 
plan. About 85 per cent of FW 
employees carry insurance 
through the company. About half 
of all employees cover both them¬ 
selves and their dependents. 

Employees are eligible to take 
out insurance the day they are 
hired. If he applies within 31 


“That’s middle C,” said a field 
and service mechanic with an ear 
for music as a lone musical note 
sounded clearly throughout the 
north yard area at Convair FW 
Division. 

“Middle C, my foot! That’s 
time for chow. Let’s eat,” said 
his buddy. 

But they’re both right. A new 
air horn now tells workers in the 
north yard area when it’s time 
to work, time for a break, and 
time to eat. And it sounds a very 
solid middle C note that likely 
would meet with the approval of 
the Angel Gabriel himself. 

Mounted atop the northwest 
corner of the experimental han¬ 
gar, the new air horn is the 
plant’s answer to a signal device 
that can be heard above the roar 
of the reciprocating engines and 
the whine of the jet engines on 
the B-36. 

The horn is set at such a fre¬ 
quency that workers have little 
trouble hearing it, according to 
Joe O’Leary, plant engineering 
supervisor. 


days from the date of employ¬ 
ment, the employee and his de¬ 
pendents both may obtain the in¬ 
surance without physical exami¬ 
nations. 

Eligible dependents include 
husband or wife of the employee, 
and unmarried children from 60 
days of age through their 20th 
birthday. 

Three types of coverage includ¬ 
ed in the group plan are (1) life 
insurance for the employee only, 
(2) weekly indemnity for sickness 
and accident for the employee 
only, and (3) benefits for hospi¬ 
talization, surgical fees, labora¬ 
tory, X-rays and medical ex¬ 
penses for the employee and 
covered dependents. 


The horn is the same size as 
those used on diesel locomotives 
and replaces a series of air whis¬ 
tles previously used at FW. 



LOOK! NO HAIR!—Dr. R. B. 
Miller, Convair FW medical su¬ 
pervisor, looks at bald spot atop 
C. E. Ledbetter's head. Ledbet¬ 
ter lost hair when electric drill 
being used by co-worker slipped 
and caught his forelock. 

’Close Shave' Takes 
Handful of Hair 

C. E. Ledbetter, Dept. 45, 
didn’t know that his job at 
Convair FW might turn out to 
be a “hair-razing” experience. 

Ledbetter was busy at his 
work assembling a B-36 bulk¬ 
head in Dept. 45 last month. 
The man just above him was 
operating a drill press. 

Ledbetter raised his head at 
the same instant the drill press 
slipped. in the other man’s 
hand. It caught the hair in 
his forelock and left him with 
a bald spot about two inches 
in diameter. 

Now Ledbetter wishes he 
knew of someone with “hair- 
raising” experience! 



new 


SIGN UP FOR INSURANCE?—Lilly Graham, who tells all 
Convair FW employees about Convair group insurance, probably 
sells policies to more people than any other one insurance salesman 
in country! 


Deer Gives Life in Flying Tackle 
Aimed at Convair Men s Auto 


Convair's Lil Graham Outsells 
Nation's Best Insurance Men 
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Modern B-36 Much Improved Plane Over First of Its Kind to Fly 




XB-36—Experimental model XB-36 on first flight had 
six 3,000 h.p. engines, then a record total and more 
power than ever before developed by one airplane. 


B-36A—Model A's, first production model bombers, 
were built in assembly building. Bubble canopy over 
pilot's compartment contrasts with cigar-shape of 
XB-36 nose. Four-wheel main gear replaced original 
single-wheel. 


B-36B—Model B's were first step in effort to im¬ 
prove performance by increasing efficiency of engines. 
B-36B's were first to use 3,500-horsepower engines for 
a total of 21,000 horsepower. 



B-36D—Principal improvement shown by model D 
was addition of four J-47 jet engines hung in pairs 
beneath outer wing panel. Four new engines made 
approximate equivalent horsepower 42,800. RB-36D's 
are similar, but are reconnaissance craft instead of 
bombers. 


RB-36E—The "R" in front of B-36 signaled Air Force 
decision to use B-36s for long-range reconnaissance. 
Planes, instead of carrying bombs, carry elaborate aerial 
photographic equipment. They were produced by mod¬ 
ernizing early model As. 


B-36F—Model F bombers now in production are even 
more powerful. World's most powerful piston engines, 
3,800 horsepower R-4360-53's, plus jet engines produce 
up to 44,600 approximate equivalent horsepower. Also 
in current production are RB-36F's, reconnaissance ver¬ 
sion powered likewise. 



LAST RB-36E—Leonard Roe, Dept. II, looks on while Capt. E. 
Gustavsen signs papers turning last RB-36E produced at Convair 
FW over to Air Force. Members of crew are: left to right, front 
row, Sgt. R. R. Schuman, Lt. R. R. Lovell, CpI. G. J. Larsen. Back 
row, Capt. B. O. Bowers, Lt. G. B. Boothby, Maj. A. M. Meckler, 
Pfc. A. Renteria, T/Sgt. R. H. Hicks, T/Sgt. V. D. Bostick and 
M/Sgt. T. Gray. 

Hard-to-Fill Jobs a Problem—Can 
You Refer a Friend to Convair? 


Power Greatly Increased 
Since Experimental B-36 


Convair Fort Worth division 
folks may be able to help some 
of their friends and relatives— 
and at the same time give a boost 
to the B-36 production program. 

“They can,” said F. F. Gignil- 
liat, Employment Supervisor, “if 
they can find some folks willing 
to apply for jobs we’re having a 
tough time filling.” 

Hard-to-fill jobs include these: 
Model builders, machine tool 
operators, general machinists, 


graduate engineers, experienced 
industrial engineers, tooling in¬ 
spectors, tool planners, tool de¬ 
signers, jig and fixture builders 
and tool and die makers. 

“If you know of someone who 
might qualify for one of these 
jobs, and who might be interested 
in working at Convair building 
B-36’s, just send him one of the 
coupons. Ask him to fill it out 
and mail it to us. We’ll do the 
rest,” said Gignilliat. 


Swept Wing Job 
Named YB-60 

So new and different are the 
all-jet swept-wing bombers being 
built at Convair Fort Worth 
Division’s development hangar 
that the Air Force announced this 
week they’ll have new names. 

From now on, they’re YB-60s. 

At the same time, it was re¬ 
vealed publicly for the first time 
that the new speed jobs will be 
powered by eight jet engines. 

While the new bomber is an 
advanced development of the 
basic B-36 design, it will differ 
so markedly in appearance and 
performance that the new desig¬ 
nation was applied to it by the 
Air Force. 

The first model is tentatively 
scheduled to make its first flight 
by the end of this year. 


SD Management Club 
To Enter National 
Honors Competition 

Convair SD’s Management Club 
this week outlined a program 
which A. E. Hill, club achieve¬ 
ment chairman, hoped will result 
in national honors. 

“There are a number of awards 
toward which we can work,” Hill 
said. “Soon to be selected will be 
the winner of the Woodhead 
Leadership Trophy, presented to 
the National Association of Fore¬ 
men five years ago by the Vultee 
Field Foremen’s Club in honor of 
Harry H. Woodhead, then presi¬ 
dent of Consolidated Vultee. It 
is awarded each year to the club 
making the greatest contribution 
to leadership. 

“Also in competition are zone 
and national achievement plaques 
as well as certificates of recog¬ 
nition as a club with ‘excellent’ 
rating.” 


Bulletin Board Ad 
Returns $300 Watch 

N. T. Nabors, Dept. 22-8, be¬ 
lieves in advertising. 

Nabors lost a $300 solid gold 
watch with three diamonds, 
while working at Convair FW 
last week. He posted a notice 
on one of the plant bulletin 
boards. 

Two days later, J. L. Saun¬ 
ders, Dept. 22-8, looked Nabors 
up and presented him with his 
watch. 


Current 1951 models of the 
B-36s being turned out at Fort 
Worth and San Diego are almost 
as different from the first B-36 
as that first B-36 differed from 
previous bombers. 

B-36 models and some of their 
major improvements are explain¬ 
ed in this brief “evolution.” 

Aug. 8, 1946: XB-36 made first 
flight. Lasted 38 minutes. XB-36 
powered by six 3,000 horsepower 
engines, had single wheel type 
main landing gear. 

Aug. 28, 1947: First produc¬ 
tion B-36, called model A, made 
first flight. Model A improve¬ 
ments included bubble canopy 
(for better pilot vision) and more 
efficient four-wheel type main 
landing gear. 

July 8, 1948: First B-36 model 
B airplane flew for first time. 
Model B improvements included 
new type piston engines of 3,500 
horsepower each. 

(There is no B-36 model C. 
Convair engineers made a study 
of a proposed model C, but final 
decision was to go from model B 
directly to model D.) 

March 26, 1949: Prototype B-36 
with four jet engines hung in 
pods beneath outer wing panel 
made first flight. Production 
models were designated as B- 
36D’s. Jet engines plus piston 


engines gave airplane power of 
approximately 42,800 horespower. 

Dec. 18, 1949: Prototype RB- 
36D made first flight. Plane is 
sister to model D bomber, but 
instead of carrying bombs, car¬ 
ries elaborate aerial photogrpahic 
equipment. 

July 7, 1950: First RB-36E 
makes first flight. This model is 
very similar to RB-36D above, 
but was produced by modernizing 
all earlier model A bombers. Per¬ 
formance parallels B-36D bomb¬ 
ers. 

Nov. 18, 1950: First B-36F 
makes first flight. One of major 
improvements in model F’s over 
earlier planes are new piston en¬ 
gines generating 3,800 horse¬ 
power each, as compared to 3,500 
horespower of earlier models. 
Model F’s also have a new igni¬ 
tion system designed to improve 
performance in the stratosphere, 
and a new fuel system designed 
to improve distribution of fuel to 
cylinders and to reduce back¬ 
firing. 

April 30, 1951: RB-36F makes 
first flight. Plane is reconnais¬ 
sance sister ship to model F 
bomber described above. 

Both B-36F’s and RB-36F’s are 
now currently going down Con¬ 
vair FW assembly lines. 


CONVAIR JOB INFORMATION FORM 

(To be completed by prospective employee and forwarded to the 
Employment Office at either Convair, San Diego, Calif., or Convair, 
Fort Worth, Tex., depending on where applicant wishes to work.) 


MY NAME IS 


..Male 


Female 


MY ADDRESS IS.. 


(Number and Street) 


(City and State) 

PLEASE SEND ME ONE OF yOUR REGULAR EMPLOyMENT 
APPLICATION BLANKS. 



AN ILLUSION?—Does this "boot transition" for B-36 pressure 
testing look square to you? When L. J. Whister (Dept. 25 SD), 
right, saw it he accused H. B. Payne Jr., left, of making it wrong 
size. Although it appears almost square, actually opening is six 
inches wider than it is tall. Sloping interior probably accounts for 
optical illusion. 
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New Depts. Formed to Estimate 
Costs of Proposed Contracts 


Establishment of a new depart¬ 
ment at Convair San Diego with 
responsibility for estimating costs 
of proposed contracts was an¬ 
nounced recently by W. K. Jacks, 
assistant SD division manager. 

The action parallels a similar 
move at Convair FW. 



ESTIMATOR—R. C. Pederson, 
who heads newly formed Dept. 
18 at San Diego, with responsi¬ 
bility for estimating costs of pro¬ 
posed contracts. 


Anglers Reminded 
Of CRA Fish Rules 

Anglers entering CRA fishing 
contests at FW were reminded 
by CRA commissioner R. D. Jones 
this week that all fish entered for 
prizes must be caught in bodies 
of water open to the general pub¬ 
lic. These include fresh water in 
Texas and neighboring states, 
says Jones. 

Definite proof of weight and 
type of fish must be furnished 
when registering the fish at CRA. 
A note from the proprietor of the 
fishing camp or the person weigh¬ 
ing the fish is required, says 
Jones. 


Convair Man Second 
In Nat’l Guard Class 

Jack Dumas, Dept. 22-8, re¬ 
turned to his job at Convair FW 
last week after earning the sec¬ 
ond highest rating in his class 
for the three-month summer 
training period at the National 
Guard armored school at Fort 
Knox, Ky. Dumas, a sergeant 
in a Fort Worth armored unit, 
was attending advanced training 
at Fort Knox. 


Robinson Assumes 
CRA Fishing Duties 

Eddie Robinson, CRA hunting- 
commissioner at SD, has been 
named to take over CRA fishing 
duties temporarily from Dale 
Marks, who has left the com¬ 
pany. A permanent successor will 
be named later. Robinson urged 
anglers to report their catches 
promptly to qualify for the 
monthly merchandise prize. 



Heading up the new depart¬ 
ment for SD is R. C. Pederson, 
former budget supervisor, with 
the title of estimating admin¬ 
istrator. 

“When Convair is called upon 
to bid on any new project, or to 
estimate the cost of changes or 
additions to present contracts, 
the new Dept. 18 will go into 
action/’ Jacks explained. Respon¬ 
sibilities will include control of 
estimates, appraisal and review 
of data submitted by the various 
departments concerned, costing of 
completed estimates and change 
control administration. Most of 
these functions in the past have 
been performed largely by con¬ 
tracts department. 

Pederson has been with Con¬ 
vair since Feb. 2, 1942, with the 
exception of several years’ U.S. 
Army service (including pilot 
training, cut short when his eye¬ 
sight didn’t come up to advanced 
requirements). A native of Yank¬ 
ton, S.D., he attended Yankton 
College and a business school in 
Chillicothe, Mo., before joining 
Convair. He is married and has 
two sons, Robert W., 8, and 
Charles, 3. 

Pederson has been a clerk in 
production departments, a manu¬ 
facturing engineer, an estimator, 
budget analyst, project budget 
supervisor and later administra¬ 
tor. With him, Convair is de¬ 
cidedly a family affair. His fa¬ 
ther, Ralph E. Pederson, is in 
Timekeeping, and a brother, Don¬ 
ald E. Pederson, is a tool engin¬ 
eer. The former has been with 
the company about nine years and 
the latter, ten. 

Creation of the new Dept. 18 
at San Diego parallels action 
taken recently at Convair FW, 
where E. L. Farmer, formerly of 
internal- audit, was named to head 
the new estimating department. 


FW Group Attends 
Twin Points Picnic 

Members of the Convair FW 
second shift engineering instru¬ 
mentation design group (Dept. 
6-7) gathered at Twin Points on 
Eagle Mountain Lake last month 
for a picnic. 

A picnic lunch, refreshments 
and games were enjoyed by all. 
The group is planning a second 
picnic for the near future. W. D. 
King and J. L. Vawter were in 
charge of arrangements. 


Dept. 634 Barbecue 
Slated For Aug. 18 

Pit-barbecued beef will high¬ 
light the picnic being planned 
by Dept. 634 SD for Aug. 18 at 
Felicita Park, Escondido. A large 
crowd is expected and there will 
be plenty of refreshments for all. 

Tickets may be obtained in 
Dept. 634. Contact either Dale 
Cromartie, general foreman, or 
Jack Reynolds at ext. 633 for 
additional information. 


Honeymooners Home 
From Colorado Trip 

Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Moore, 
Dept. 31 FW, have returned to 
Fort Worth after a honeymoon 
trip to Colorado. The couple mar¬ 
ried July 15 at the home of the 
bridegroom. 

Carroll B. Moore served as best 
man and Dewain Vaught was 
matron of honor. The Rev. Eu¬ 
gene Crosier officiated at the 
ceremonies. 


Bride’s Home Scene 
For FW Marriage 

A Convair FW couple, Nita 
Potthoff, Dept. 3-4, and Wilburne 
Hoyler, Dept. 6-4, were married 
July 11 at the home of the bride. 

Shirley Harris, sister of the 
bride, served as bride’s maid, and 
Harold Hoyler, the groom’s broth¬ 
er, as best man. The Rev. Hay¬ 
den Edwards read the ceremony. 



LET ER ROLL Brakeman W. E. Pittman gives high ball sign to engineer Uhlan Walker as Convair 
FW Diesel locomotive prepares to switch empty car in FW yards. 


They Keep Moving 

Convair Train Crew 'On the Go' 
15 Miles a Day in'Back Yard' 


Convair FW has a group of 
every-day travelers who cover 
enough miles each year to make 
them rank along with Marco Polo 
—yet they seldom leave the plant 
grounds. 

They’re the two train crews 
who operate the diesel switch en¬ 
gine in Convair FW’s back yard. 

Engineer Uhlan Walker and 
brakemen S. B. Morris and W. E. 
Pittman estimate they cover 
about 15 miles every day just 
switching loaded and empty 
freight cars inside the plant area. 

At that rate, a single crew 
would cover as much as 75 miles 
in a five-day week and just under 
4,000 miles a year—and there are 
two crews working. 

The 88,000-pound diesel loco¬ 
motive operates on the seven 
miles of track located within 
the plant area, seldom crossing 
the fences that surround the 
area. 

The locomotive is powered by 
two 300-horsepower engines that 
are capable of moving something 
like 31 cars at a time on level 
ground. 

Walker and his crew of first- 
shift trainmen estimate they han¬ 
dle anywhere from 15 to 30 cars 
per day. Each car must be shut¬ 
tled around the yard at least 
three or four times before it is 
returned to the railroads empty. 

What’s the biggest headache 
the trainmen face? 

“Bad weather makes it tough 
going, but I’d say that heavy 
traffic inside the plant slows 
down the operation more than 
any one thing,” says Walker. 

“Vehicles sometimes come up 
on us on the blind side and are 
right in front of us before we 
know what is happening. We 
sometimes have to stop suddenly 
to avoid hitting them. 

“Having to stop not only slows 
up operations, but could damage 
valuable B-36 parts inside the 
cars,” Walker adds. 

Some Convair FW folks are 
prone to think Walker blows his ‘ 


air horn atop the locomotive a 
little too much. (Actually he is 
required to sound the horn every 
time he crosses a point where 
traffic might be moving.) 

“I don’t like blowing the horn 
all the time,” Walker says. “But 
I’d rather blow it every two feet 
than to hurt someone or to dam¬ 
age valuable parts or equip¬ 
ment.” 

The diesel is capable of moving 
at better than 35 miles per hour 
but seldom moves faster than a 
snail’s pace inside the plant area. 

“I guess you could call us 
travelers,” Pittman and Morris 
add. “But we just do all our 
traveling right in our own back 
yard.” 


Tell Draft Board 
About New Babies 

Convair FW Selective Service 
registrants who have had children 
since they registered are urged 
to notify their local draft boards, 
according to T. A. Crocker, Con¬ 
vair Selective Service representa¬ 
tive. 

“A number of men who listed 
only their wives as dependents 
may now be fathers or expectant 
fathers,” Crocker says. “If this 
information is not given to the 
local boards, registrants will not 
be reclassified.” 

It was emphasized that such 
employees should NOT contact 
Crocker, but should notify their 
local board. 


Color Guard at SD 
to Join in Parade 

The Color Guard of Convair 
SD is scheduled to take part in 
the “Parade of Wheels” at Linda 
Vista, Aug. 11, sponsored by the 
Linda Vista Women’s Club and 
the San Diego Recreation Council. 
CRA President Claude Bissell will 
be among the judges. 


3,000 See Trick 
Roping at Rodeo 

A crowd of better than 3,000 
Convair FW folks and their 
guests attended the big CRA 
Rodeo, July 22 at the Circle R 
Ranch arena. 

Highlight of the show was the 
trick roping of Gene McLaughlin, 
Dept. 4-5, and one time world’s 
junior champion cowboy. 

McLaughlin performed trick 
roping stunts on horseback and 
on the ground. 

Johnny Roberts grabbed top 
honors in the calf roping with 
Ted Yarbough and McLaughlin 
finishing in that order. 

W. T. Maines came in ahead 
of the field to take first in the 
bull riding. 

Jack Judge stayed atop his 
bareback bronc to win first money 
in that event. L. C. Hopper took 
first in the wild cow milking. The 
three-man team of Wayne Moss, 
E. C. Miller and Jimmy Shackel¬ 
ford won the wild horse race. 

The next rodeo has been set 
tentatively for September accord¬ 
ing to CRA roping commissioner 
Jimmy Shackelford. 


Five FW Linksmen 
Make Top Flight 

Five Convair FW golfers quali¬ 
fied in the championship flight 
of the annual Fort Worth city 
golf tournament recently and two 
other par chasers qualified in sec¬ 
ond flight play. 

J. T. Ramsel, Jack Samuelson, 
Ray Lanham, Fred Foster and 
Earl Weiher qualified for the top 
bracket and moved to various 
stages in the tourney before being 
eliminated. Ramsel gained the 
semi-finals. 

C. H. Stanley and Lawrence 
Armstrong were the qualifiers in 
the second flight. 


What do you do for fun? Ride 
horseback, garden, pitch horse¬ 
shoes, play golf, gather semi¬ 
precious stones? Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association stands ready 
to serve you. See page 3. 



GROWING—When Convair last fall opened up San Diego's plant 2, only one part of one build¬ 
ing was occupied at first. Since then, Guided Missile division has taken over another building and 
plant 2 has expanded, too. Shown here is one of two large sections which have been added to plant 
2 production facilities. In foreground is Boeing B-50 nose area. 
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LITTLE LEAGUES' BEST—These all-stars from four Convair FW Little Leagues teams are currently 
playing in Texas Little Leagues play-offs. Front row, left to right are: Jerry Barber, Lynn Dobbins, 
Frank Lawley, Bobby Harris, Ray Hall, Charles Clark, Michael Lee. Back row: Don Rawlins, Buzz 
White, Sonny Rozina, Mike Foster, Billy Fulgham, Kirk Dimmitt and Don Gerik. 


CRA All Stars at Fort Worth 
Bid For Little League Playoff 


Fourteen all-stars from CRA’s 
Convair FW Little League base¬ 
ball loop, launched their title 
hopes for a district, regional, 
state and possible national play¬ 
off berth in Paris, Tex., last 
week. 

The fourteen boys tackled a 
group of stars from the East 
Texas city for a shot at the sub¬ 
district title in Longview, Tex., 
yesterday (July 31). 

The Paris game was a best 
two-of-three series with the win¬ 
ner competing against stars from 
five other cities for the sub¬ 
district title. 

District play-offs are slated 
for Austin, Aug. 3 and 4. Region- 


White Settlement's 
Long Winning Streak 
Snapped by Stars 

It took almost a full season and 
the combined talent of three 
teams, but CRA Little Leaguers 
at FW have finally turned the 
trick. They downed the unbeaten 
White Settlement nine. 

White Settlement, winners in 
14 straight league games, bowed 
to all-stars from West Ridglea, 
River Oaks and Arlington Heights 
by a 12-9 count. 

David Terry, West Ridglea 
short stop, lead the batting attack 
for the stars with four hits in 
five times at bat. He drove in 
five runs on two singles, a double 
and a triple. 

Jerry Barber, of River Oaks, 
was winning pitcher, with Don 
Rawlins charged with the loss. 
Charles Clark hurled for the los¬ 
ers, while Frank Lawley worked 
for the stars. 

A second all-star game has 

been tentatively set for Aug. 6 
before the Dallas-Fort Worth 
game on “Convair Night” at La- 
Grave Field. 

BOX SCORE 

All-Stars AB R H O A 

Arthur . 4 2 2 8 0 

Terry . 5 4 4 0 2 

Lyle . 4 3 2 1 3 

Dimmitt . 3 113 0 

Mitchell . 3 0 0 0 0 

Gerik . 2 0 0 3 0 

Dunnam . 4 0 0 1 0 

Harris .3 0 2 0 0 

Carter . 1 0 0 0 0 

Foster .3 0 10 0 

Brock ..1 110 1 

Barber . 3 10 0 0 

Lawley ... 10 0 12 

Totals .38 12 13 17 8 

White Settlement AB R H O A 

Hall .. 5 117 0 

Rozina . 5 112 2 

Dobbins . 4 10 2 5 

Rawlins . 4 112 0 

Lee . 3 2 3 1 0 

J. White . 4 2 2 1 1 

Mathues .-. 4 112 1 

W. White .„. 3 0 0 0 0 

Woods . 2 0 10 0 

Clark . 1 0 0 0 2 

Totals . 35 9 8 17 11 

All-Stars .112 022 04 12 13 4 

White S’tlem’t .... 021 230 01 9 8 1 

Errors—W. White, Terry, Dimmitt 2, 
Barber. RBI—Terry, Lyle 5, Dimmitt 3, 
Mitchel, Harris, Brock, Rozina, Rawlins, 
Lee 2, J. White 3,Mathues. 2B—Terry, 
Hall, Rawlins, Lee. 3B—J. White, Ter¬ 
ry, Lyle. HR—J. White, Brock, Lyle, 
Dimmitt. Winner—Barber. Loser—Raw¬ 
lins. 


al play-offs take place in Hous¬ 
ton, August 13 and 14. The re¬ 
gional winner will compete in the 
world’s championship play-offs in 
Williamsport, Pa., Aug. 21 
through 24. 

Members of the all-star team 
include: Jerry Barber, Lynn Dob¬ 
bins, Frank Lawley, Bobby Har¬ 
ris, Ray Hall, Charles Clark, 
Michael Lee, Don Rawlins, Buzz 
White, Sonny Rozina, Mike Fos¬ 
ter, Billy Fulgham, Kirk Dim¬ 
mitt and Don Gerik. 


A man or woman of Convair 
carries a special responsibility to 
Uncle Sam. Keep his defense 
secrets to yourself! 


SD Bowlers to 
Meet Tonight 

Convair SD bowlers will hold 
their first organizational meeting 
tonight at Pacific Recreation with 
all team managers and interested 
keglers urged to attend. 

CRA Commissioner Mike 
Brooks said this meeting will be 
for those interested in the handi¬ 
cap league. During the winter 
season this loop will bowl every 
Wednesday evening at Pacific. 

“This coming Friday evening 
we will hold a similar meeting 
at Tower Bowl for the scratch 
leagues,” Brooks said. “Again, 
everyone interested in these loops 
is urged to be on hand.” 

Handicap league play will start 
Sept. 5 and the scratch leagues 
will get going Sept. 7. The latter 
loops will bowl every Friday eve¬ 
ning throughout the season. 

Brooks said CRA is endeavor¬ 
ing to make the Convair leagues 
more attractive than any other 
loops in San Diego, with monthly 
prizes as well as a number of 
special events. 


Independents Smear Bombers' 

Record But They Retain Lead 

The fall of the Bombers of the and American Airlines 7-0 in 
Western League, CRA’s last un¬ 
tied, undefeated softball or base¬ 
ball team, was the saddest news 
of the past two weeks in Con¬ 
vair FW sports. 

The Bombers waded through 
all opposition until July 16 when 
the Merchant Independents came 
cut of a close game with the 
long end of a 7-5 count. 

However, the Bombers still 
hold the loop lead and dropped 
Handley Merchants 8-5 and 7-0, 


BRIGHT SPOTS—Best record of any Convair SD softball team 
has been made this year by these Convair Eagles ball players. 
I hey are in Industrial League. Standing, left to right, Charles 
Splinter, John Graves, Ralph Harper, Sam Shepard, Gene Lauclc. 
Crouched: Mike Brooks, team manager, Dave Arce, "Tex" Heaton, 
"Slats" Brasel, Larry Knight. 


other games 

The Convair Jets of the Texas 
League bowed twice, falling to 
U. S. Engineers 7-0, and the 
Star-Telegram by a like count. 

In the first shift Convair 
League, Dept. 76 copped three 
games, beating Dept. 20-2 by 7-0, 
Dept. 81 by 6-3 and Dept. 4-5 by 
12-11. Dept. 22-8 topped Dept. 
4-5 in a 15-4 game and bested 
Dept. 76 by 3-2. 

The B-36 Fliers of the Inter¬ 
national League won over the 
CVAC entry 3-2, while losing to 
Frank Hague by 1-0 and Ace 
Cleaners by 2-1. CVAC stopped 
Ace Cleaners by 11-0 and Frank 
Hague by 5-2. 

In Commercial League play, 
Convair beat St. Paul Methodist 
by 8-0 and Tex Pac Rec by 7-0 
and bowed to Frank Kent by 9-6. 

Tooling continued to set the 
pace in the second shift Convair 
League, besting Dept. 44 by 9-0, 
Dept. 31 by 10-3 and Dept. 44 
by 3-2. In the same loop, Dept. 
31 downed Dept. 76 by 9-2, Dept. 
47 won a 6-4 game over Dept. 44 
and Dept. 76 beat Dept. 47 by 
14-2. 

The CRA team in Sunday 
League baseball play won two 
straight with a 10-5 victory over 
Ratliff Independents and an 8-2 
victory over S’West Corrugated 
Box. 

Carswell Air Force Base came 
out with the big end of a 11-3 
game with CRA’s entry in the 
Major City League in the only 
game played. 


Convair SD Loses Playoff to Solar 
in Race For Little League Title 


A San Diego all-star Little 
League team, including four Con¬ 
vair SD players, last week end 
began a drive for national honors 
that they hoped would wind up 
in the finals in Pennsylvania. 

The 14-boy team includes Billy 
Coleman, Bobby Shultz, Bill Coth- 
ron and Oliver Phipps, all Con¬ 
vair players who helped their 
team to a second half win in the 
regular league play. Manager of 
the all-star lineup is Pete Beyrer 
of Convair. 

The all-stars’ first game was 
Saturday against El Cajon and 


COMPETITION HOT, PRIZES COLD—These Convair FW 
washer pitchers are set to make ice cream in new freezers won in 
doubles competition in plant-wide CRA tournament. Front row, 
left to right: G. Hines, M. H. Danley, W. O. Frantzen, and W. 
Gowins. Back row: L. F. Ferguson, C. J. Russell, H. L. Fry and H. 
Pennington. 


if successful they will go on to 
seek the district title Aug. 3 and 
4 at San Bernardino. If still on 
the winning side, the San Diego 
group will play at Santa Monica, 
Aug. 9, 10, 11 and 12 in the 
regional championships which 
determine the team to go back 
to the finals. 

Convair SD’s own Little League 
team dropped a heart-breaking 
series last week when Solar cap¬ 
tured the San Diego champion¬ 
ship. The Convair Little 
Leaguers had won the second 
half title and met Solar, first 
half winners, in a five-game play¬ 
off for the title. Convair dropped 
the first game July 16 by 5-0, but 
won the second, 6-2. The third 
game went to Solar 2-1 in an 
extra inning when they scored on 
one hit and an error. Convair 
won the fourth game as Billy 
Coleman pitched one-hit ball to 
tie it up, but dropped the fifth 
and deciding game, 4-1. 

Of the 14-boy all-star team, 
four are from Convair, five from 
Solar and five from Ryan. Last 
year the San Diego stars won the 
district title but lost at Houston, 
Tex. 


Eagies and Bombers 
Carry SD's Hopes 

Convair SD rested its hopes of 
softball triumph on two teams 
this week, the Eagles in the In¬ 
dustrial League and the Bombers 
in the B League. Both are in 
second place. 

The Eagles, unbeaten save in 
one game, continued to keep the 
record straight by sinking Ryan 
CIO by 18-3. Meanwhile, the 
Bombers also have lost only one 
game (to W. P. Fuller, 14-4) and 
have racked up three recent vic¬ 
tories, 10-8 over Coast Citrus, 
10-5 over Telisales and 9-8 over 
Twelfth Street Merchants. 

Convair’s Triple A team, start¬ 
ing the second round after a 
rough first half, won one and lost 
two. NTC took their measure 2-0 
as did Solana Beach, 4-2, but Con¬ 
vair perked up last week to beat 
PhibPac, 12-0, a team that beat 
them, 4-3, in the first round. Ray 
Reinagle recently took over the 
managership of this team to per¬ 
mit Ken Ellis to devote his full 
time to his second base assign¬ 
ment. 

In the BB League the Missiles 
have won three and lost three. 
They recently beat Balboa Olds, 
13-8, and lost to CIC, 5-3. In the 
A League the Liners lost to En- 
canto Merchants, 8-1, and dropped 
a close one, 5-4, to Post No. 6. 


Ft. Worth Bowlers 
For Winter League 

All CRA bowlers at Convair 
FW interested in bowling in win¬ 
ter leagues are invited to sign up 
this week, according to H. G. 
Starkey, CRA bowling commis¬ 
sioner. 

“Bowling lanes are going to be 
at a premium this winter. In 
order to get our leagues going, 
we’ll have to make reservations 
early,” Starkey says. 

Starkey asked that bowlers who 
participated in last winter’s 
leagues contact their old secre- 


Begin Sign-up 
Contests 

taries and sign up for the coming 
season. Newcomers who wish t 
bowl should call CRA, ext. 514] 
and leave their name, clock num 
ber and plant telephone numbei 
Plans call for a plant-wid 
league of 20 teams from variou 
departments. Any departmen 
may enter one or more teams, i 
ladies’ league is also in the plan 
ning stages. 

Deadline for entries is Augus 
18, according to Starkey. 
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MODEL 340 HIGHLIGHTS—Left above is fuselage for model 340 prototype, 
scheduled to fly in October. Center is first model 340 wing which will be mated 
soon to prototype fuselage. Wing is being lowered gently into flat position after 


being pulled from vertical bucks. At right is mock-up that looks real enough to 
be true airplane. Although largely of metal and true to type, mock-up is only for 
accuracy in fitting installations. 


340 Production Work to be Divided 
Among Bldgs. 2, 3, 4 at San Diego 

Plans for the permanent 340 
model production line were being 
drawn up this week in Industrial 
Engineering at San Diego with 
expectations that the work will 
be divided among buildings 2, 3 
and 4. 

Nose, tail, and fuselage work 
is expected to start in the south 
end of building 2 as well as at¬ 
tendant sub-assemblies, skin 
panels, barrel sections and con¬ 
trol surfaces. 

Meanwhile, wing, sub-assem¬ 
blies, wing control surfaces, 
flaps, etc., will be concentrated 


in building 3. 

Present plans call for dividing 
building 4 roughly in half, with 
the south half dominated by T-29 
and the north by the 340 assem¬ 
bly line. Completed T-29s wiil 
move out the south end while 
completed 340s move out the 
north. This means that mating, 
final assembly, landing gear 
build-up, etc., for the 340 will be 
in building 4. It has not been 
definitely decided yet if wing 
final will be in building 4 or 3; 
or if fuselage primary will be in 
building 4 or 2. 
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AH! SHADE—Brother, it's cooler inside! New Nose stand for 
B-36 flight line at Fort Worth offers men working in cockpit some 
relief from Texas sun. W. W. Womble, Dept. 61, climbs ladder 
into new stand. 

Nose Stands Shield B-36 Workers 
From Rays of Hot Texas Sun 

When you're dealing with the 
world’s largest bomber, the B-36, 


most anything you tackle may 
turn into a major project. 

And building an “umbrella” 
over only a small portion of the 
bomber—the nose section—is cer¬ 
tainly that, according to plant 
engineering’s H. M. Jones, design 
and construction supervisor. 

New nose stands were proposed 
after Convair flight crews and 
field and service mechanics found 
temperatures inside the B-36 for¬ 
ward compartment went up to 
130 and 135 degrees when the 
July and August Texas sun pour¬ 
ed on the fuselage. 

So Jones’ section got the job of 
doing something about it. 

The answer is a new nose dock 
open at the sides, to let in the 
breeze, but roofed in such a fash¬ 
ion that it keeps the rays of the 
sun from striking the nose sec¬ 
tion where the forward compart¬ 
ment is located. 

Only one nose dock has been 
completed, but six more are 
scheduled, one for each work sta¬ 
tion on the flight line along 


Grant’s Lane. The stands cost in 
the neighborhood of $3,000 each. 

In addition to improving work¬ 
ing conditions inside the forward 
cabin, the dock also protects men 
working outside the airplane. A 
series of ladders and platforms 
makes it easy to work at any 
point outside the nose section. 

And, though 100 degrees and 
above is common now, engineers 
are prepared for the days next 
winter when northers will send 
the mercury down to zero: when 
that happens, they can enclose 
the sides and supply heated air. 


Membership in Convair SD’s 
Management Club zoomed to 
more than 1,150 this week as 
Membership Chairman Marshall 
Aker and his committeemen con¬ 
ducted a mail campaign. 

“We are aiming at 100 per 
cent,” Aker said. “We must have 
90 per cent in order to qualify 
for the national achievement 
award.” 


First 340 Version 
Numbered *31' 

As with many new airplanes, 
Convair’s 340 has a numbering 
system all its own to designate 
the version. 

The mock-up is designated 
“28” and referred to as 340-28. 
The prototype is “30” or 340- 
30. The first production version 
will be 340-31. 

Thus far Convair has plans 
for 11 versions of the 340, vary¬ 
ing from each other by greater 
or lesser degree and dictated 
by the requirements of their 
future owners. Thus, the first 
version will be 340-31, followed 
by 340-32, etc. 

In the 240 program (fore- 
runner to the 340) Convair 
built approximately 16 differ¬ 
ent versions. 


Gas lighting Tests 
Okay on New Wing 

Preliminary tests this week in¬ 
dicated that the new model 340 
wing will not only come up to 
the great record for gas tighting 
set by the model 240 wing but 
will be even better. 

Success in this important as¬ 
pect was attributed not only to 
the excellent design but also to 
the assignment to the project of 
model 240 veterans with their 
accumulated know-how in the 
tricks of the gas tighting trade 
that made the 240 wing the best 
in the industry. 


'MCA' at SD to Close 
After Over a Year 
Model 6 to D Work 

“MCA” at Convair San Diego 
is being closed. 

The Modernization Control 
Area, set up to handle the many 
parts removed from B-36Bs dur¬ 
ing the process of modernizing 
them to B-36Ds, will be shut 
down soon in view of the fact 
that San Diego has received the 
last model B airplane. 

“As the new B-36 modernizing 
contract calls for different opera¬ 
tions, we will not have the need 
for a central control area,” H. C. 
Covington, chief of Inspection, 
said. “The functions, however, 
will be performed separately for 
each airplane.” 

MCA (CONVAIRIETY, Aug. 
2, 1950) got started in April of 
1950 for assignment of B-36 parts 
to re-work or reinstallation. More 
than 100 persons including repre¬ 
sentatives of seven different de¬ 
partments have been associated 
with the area. They handled 
parts ranging from tiny clips to 
bomb racks. 


Aker said there are approxi¬ 
mately 450 at San Diego who are 
eligible but do not belong to the 
club. As soon as the mail cam¬ 
paign ends he expects to start 
a personal contact drive in order 
to add as many to the member¬ 
ship rolls as possible. 

More than 150 new members 
joined during July. 


SD Management Club Membership Zooms 
As Mail Drive Boosts Total Over 1,150 


SD's Model 340 Prototype 
to be Mated This Month 


Convair San Diego’s model 340 program is moving ahead 
on three separate but coordinated fronts. They are: Mock- 
up, Prototype, Production airplanes. 


The mock-up, first of its kind 
ever built by Convair, is virtually 
all metal and will serve as final 
“proofing ship” for electrical in¬ 
stallations, harnesses, fittings, 
engine mounts and a high per¬ 
centage of all the many separate 
installations that go into a mod¬ 
ern airplane. 

As of this week, the mock-up 
(started May 13) is approximate¬ 
ly 40 per cent complete and engi¬ 
neering releases are about 95 per 
cent complete, with 100 per cent 
expected in a couple of weeks. 

Currently the mock-up is being 
built to iron out kinks in ad¬ 
vance for the first production 
version, the 340-31. As soon as 
all details for this version have 
been settled, the mock-up will be 
altered to the 340-32 version and 
will be proofing ship for that 
type. Later it will be changed to 
the 340-33 version and so on. 


trailing edges, etc., will be added 
before mating with the prototype 
fuselage later this month. Unlike 
the fuselage, the wing is the true 
production design. 

The reason why Convair is 
rushing the prototype to comple¬ 
tion is to make it available for 
flight testing long before there 
is a production airplane. This will 
permit completion of a substan¬ 
tial amount of CAA certification 
test flying prior to the flight 
date of the first production plane. 

The . third phase — production 
planes—is moving steadily ahead 
with sub-assembles already in 
work in the fuselage department. 
Spars and bulkheads for the sec¬ 
ond wing (the first having been 
earmarked for the prototype) also 
are in work. Engineering releases 
cn the version 31 are approxi¬ 
mately 85 per cent complete. 


The 340 prototype (340-30) 
will be the first “340” to fly, 
though it will be a 340 only in 
exterior appearance and flight 
characteristics. The fuselage is 
a converted 240-type, though 
severely altered, such as by addi¬ 
tion of 16 inches length forward 
of the wing and an additional 
30 inches aft of the wing. In all, 
the 340 will be 54 inches longer 
than the 240-type fuselage. Be¬ 
gun June 25, the prototype fuse¬ 
lage is now virtually complete. 
It is located in building 2. 

Meanwhile, the first 340 wing 
was lifted from its vertical fix¬ 
tures July 21 and is now in SD’s 
building 3 where leading and 




GOING UP—Heights don't bother Jackie Bowker of Dept. 632 
SD. And it's a mighty good thing they don't, for she spends a 
good portion of her time up in the air! She volunteered for job 
of spraying liquid envelope on B-36s at SD. Crane pulls her sky¬ 
ward and special safety belt keeps her securely in bosun's chair, 





























































Reduced Rate Tickets 

Convair FW folks who like bargains have 
a treat in store for them Aug.. 20. That's 
when “Convair Night" will be celebrated at 
LaGrave field. 

On that date, regular general admission 
tickets that sell for $1 will be offered to Con¬ 
vair folks for only 50 cents. And the gener¬ 
al admission tickets may be applied for $1 
on the purchase of reserved seats. 


Offered for 'Convair 

A 45-minute exhibition game between 
CRA’s Little League all-stars and an all-star 
nine from Dallas will start off the festivities. 
The CRA nine is composed of Convair sons 
under 12. 

Following the exhibition will come the 
regular Texas League game between the 
Fort Worth Cats and the San Antonio Mis¬ 
sions. 


Night' Aug. 20 at FW 

CRA has purchased a block of 1,000 ducats 
for the game and is selling the tickets at a 
reduced price to Convair folks. 

Tickets may be obtained at CRA office 
during rest or lunch periods and before and 
after shift changes or may be obtained by 
department clerks. 

The evening promises to be full of fun and 
entertainment for all Convair FW. 
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LOADING UP—Airmen at Carswell Air Force Base load portion of Convair FW’s "Cans for 
Kansas" to be sent to flood-stricken Kansas areas. 


New Version Convair 7-29 
Flown Away by Air Force 

First of the newly modified T-29A airplanes took off 
from San Diego early this month, bound for Air Force 
duty at Mather field near Sacramento. 


A new parking lot arrangement which will give first and 
second shift employees the same “breaks" on parking lots 
will go into effect Monday, Aug. 20. 

The new plan was announced this week by August C. 
Esenwein, division manager, 

In the future, second and third 


New CAA Cards 
Available at FW 

New CAA airmen's identifica¬ 
tion cards may be obtained again 
at Convair FW Division on Fri¬ 
day, Aug. 17, it was announced 
this week by E. G. Crosier, Em¬ 
ployee Services supervisor. 

Persons failing to obtain the 
new identification cards by Sept. 
1, 1951, will not be permitted to 
use their CAA licenses after that 
date. 

“Through the cooperation of 
the CAA, 27 Convair employees 
holding various types of CAA 
licenses obtained the new identi¬ 
fication forms at the cafeteria 
Aug. 8,” said Crosier. 

“But requests coming in since 
that time indicate that many 
others would also like to obtain 
the cards at the plant." 

So arrangements were made 
with W. D. Hill, of the Fort 
Worth CAA office, to have a 
CAA representative on duty in 
the plant cafeteria from 11 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 17. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Although the plane, from the 
exterior, is scarcely distinguish¬ 
able from the other T-29As that 
have preceded it, the new ver¬ 
sion is a considerably different 
airplane from the early As. 

“This is the first T-29 equipped 
with outer wing panel tanks that 
increase fuel capacity up to 1,500 
gallons," M. M. Rosenbaum, proj¬ 
ect engineer, explained. “It also 
carries the latest in bombardier 
training aides and scoring de¬ 
vices, while the first model As 
carried only navigator training 
equipment." 

Future T-29 deliveries will be 
either this version or an even 
more advanced type, the T-29B. 

The T-29B will be different 
from the modified As in a num¬ 
ber of respects, chiefly that of 
pressurization. 


“One feature will make the Bs 
easily distinguished from the As," 
Rosenbaum continued. “While the 
As have four astrodomes on top 
of the fuselage, the Bs will have 
only three. Instead of the for¬ 
ward bubble, the Bs will have a 
pressure trap through which stu¬ 
dents can thrust a periscopic sex¬ 
tant." 

Also unique to the Bs will be 
flush antennas for some of the 
radio equipment. The antennas 
will be housed inside the stabili¬ 
zers and inside a plastic cap on 
the vertical fin as well as in a 
section of the fin itself. 


shift employees will have just as 
much of an opportunity to obtain 
good parking spaces as do first 
shift employees, according to 
G. D. Higgins Jr., manager of 
Industrial Security, who will ad¬ 
ministrate the program. 

“A part of each parking lot on 
the East side of the plant will be 
set aside each morning and re¬ 
served for second shift people 
when they come to work in the 
afternoon," said Higgins. 

“The number of spaces to be 
reserved will be determined by 
the ratio between the total num¬ 
ber of first shift automobiles and 
the total number of second shift 
automobiles. 

First shift cars will be assigned 
slightly more than half of each 
East side parking lot, with re¬ 
mainder of each lot held for in¬ 
coming second shift employees. 

Third shift employees number¬ 
ing approximately 2,000 have no 
problem. They use spaces va¬ 
cated the day before by outgoing 
first shift employees. 

Higgins pointed out that the 
new arrangement will require a 
substantial number of first shift 
employees to change their park¬ 
ing habits. Instead of parking in 
lots two and three, many will be 
required to park in the south 
lot at the south end of the plant. 

“First shift employees should 
allow themselves enough time 
next Monday morning so they 
won’t be late to work in case 
they have to park farther away 
from their jobs than before," said 
Higgins. 

Higgins also pointed out that 
traffic will flow faster and more 
safely if employees will observe 
all parking lot regulations and 
cooperate wholeheartedly with 
parking directions given by Con¬ 
i' vair guards. 

“If we all follow their direc- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Bomb Defense 
Booklets Sent 
To All Convair 

The plant-wide civil defense 
program was given new emphasis 
at Convair FW this week as 
atomic bomb defense booklets 
were mailed to the homes of 
more than 30,000 employees. 

The booklets are Convair re¬ 
prints of the U. S. Government 
pamphlet, “Survival Under 
Atomic Attack." 

“Even though possibility of 
enemy bombing is remote, Con¬ 
vair must be prepared," said A. 
P. Fontaine, vice-president and 
general manager. 

“The booklets are brief and 
easy to read. They explain in 
simple language the simple steps 
we all may take to help protect 
ourselves from injury—or even 
death—in an attack. 

“They apply to the entire fam¬ 
ily—to wives and children, as well 
as to bread-winners." 

Fontaine explained that the 
booklet distribution is a part of 
(Continued on page 2) 


Air Force Association 
Will Meet on Coast 

Thousands of Air Force vete¬ 
rans from across the nation—in¬ 
cluding a number of Convair 
members—are expected to con¬ 
verge on Los Angeles the week¬ 
end of Aug. 24-26 for the fifth 
annual Air Force Association re¬ 
union and convention. 

Distinguished guests present 
will include Secretary of the Air 
Force Thomas K. Finletter, Under 
Secretary John A. McCone, Chief 
of the Air Force Gen. Hoyt S. 
Vandenberg. 

Highlighting the gathering this 
(Continued on page 2) 



Soil Broken at Pomona 
For New Missile Plant 


Starting with a few holes punched in the soil Aug. 6 at 
ground breaking ceremonies, bull dozers this week took 
up the heavy work of preparing a site for Convair’s new 
Guided Missile division at Pomona, Calif. 

Construction is scheduled for completion sometime next 


year. 

Top scientists, Navy braid and 
civic officials gathered at the site 
last week, heard Rear Adm. M. 


☆ ☆ 

FT. WORTH EDITION 

☆ ☆ 


F. Schoeffel, chief of the Bureau 
of Ordnance, sound the key note 
for the dedication when he her¬ 
alded the event as “the begin¬ 
ning of a new industry." 

“This is the first factory to 
be built for this purpose by the 
Bureau of Ordnance, and I be¬ 
lieve, the first to be constructed 
solely for the manufacture of 
missiles in the United States," he 
continued. 

“Convair has made available 
(Continued on page 8) 



WINDING UP—Lt. R. J. McElroy of Air Force starts port engine of new modified T-29A at San 
Diego for fly-away. Under wing is Orville Rathke (Dept. 300) while Dick Feaster is in foreground, 
ground crew members who help ferry crews as they accept T-29 deliveries. Few minutes after pic¬ 
ture was taken Aug. 3, plane left for Mather field near Sacramento. 








































CONVAIRIETY 


August 15, 1951 


£cck Ch tried 


Promotions 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective August 1: 

Dept. 3: To special courses instructor, 

W T Scott, B. E. Luckett; to indus¬ 
trial relations analyst, B. D. Teague. 

Dept. 4: To material liaison man, A. 

P Joslin; to material cont. assistant 
supervisor, A. W. Lux; to production 
change analyst, C. H. Hurst. 

Dept. 6: To senior design engineer, 

L E. Lightbown, L. R. Gant, H. B. 
Llewellyn; to design engineer, J. A. 
Downs, J. C. Taylor, C. Cushman, W. T. 
Timmons, W. B. Bennett, J. J. Forney, 

E. N. Lewis, Jr., C. C. Jones, Jr., L. 
W. Jones, T. E. Anderson, J. 0. Ward, 
Jr., B. B. Witte, Jr., J. C. Elrod, C. H. 
Carlson, J. B. Lyle, R. H Snow A B. 
Shultz, K. C. Sclater Jr., A. J. J. Har- 
ling, M. E. Dempsey, H.W. Lester. 

To test engineer, G. C. Brogdon; to 
senior flight test group engineer, E. W. 
Feddersen ; to flight test engineer, L. G. 
Davis Jr.. C. L. Harrison, W. A. Kla- 
bunde, M. I. Leib, B. D. Miller, R. 
Spero, T. P. Yrotsos, R. L. Aker, M. P. 
Kealing; to projection aero, engineer, 
W. T. MacCarthy; to projection pro¬ 
pulsion engineer, H. A. Coppedge; to 
aircraft maintenance specialist, B. 
Brown; to engineer drwg. ckf., L.A. 
Sandquist; to weight coord., B Gar- 

gis ; to air maint. specialist, F. G. Bick- 

ell Dept. 7: To Dev. Liaison Man, M. L. 

Dept. 8: To Field operation liaison 
man, L. R. Parvin. 

Dept 11: To production change ana¬ 
lyst, C. F. Smith; to tech assistant 
supervisor, T. R. Boley, Jr. _ , 

Dept. 12: To special courses instructor, 
F. B. Petty, Jr. . , R 

Dept. 22: To prod, change analyst, b. 
F. Foster; to production cont. assistant 
foreman, N. E. Johnson. . 

Dept. 24: To assistant supervisor, M. 
E. Caraway. , 

Dept. 26 : To procurement representa¬ 
tive, P. A. Perry; to buyer subcontract, 
A. A. Evans, E. V. Newton, Jr., R. K- 

Batten. .. . , , 

Dept 27: To inspection assistant su- 
pervisor, D. W. Ives, J. L. Freeman. 

Dept. 28: To process analyst, G. G. 

Blakelock. , , T n 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, J. G. 

Eagleton, J. C. Grainger, J. N. Baldauf, 
A. j. Quinn. ,, 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, M. B. 
Carlock, R. H. Dunn, C. C. Sharpless, 
L. L. Deaton, T. W. Moore, Jr., D. A. 
Sipes, M. A. Porter, 0. B. Zewadski, Jr. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, J. R- 
Glover, Jr., B. D. Templin, C. H. Camp¬ 
bell, J. R. Frank. 

Dept. 46: To assistant foreman, C. M. 
Bevill, L. C. Gray, J. W. Miller. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, B. R. 

Plumlee. , . T -p. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, J. D. 

Hurley. J , T 

Dept. 74: To assistant foreman, J. R. 

Clark, J. F. Atturio. 

Dept. 75 : To assistant foreman, T. W. 
Ecklund. „ , _ 

Dept. 81: To Tool Mfg. General Fore¬ 
man, G. W. Beckham ; to tool mfg. as¬ 
sistant foreman, W. D. Spears, H. W. 
Riddle, W. F. Moore, Jr. 

Dept. 82: To tool mfg. foreman, C. 
H. Craig, T. B. Mansker. 

SAN DIEGO 

Promotions to or within supervision 
effective August 1: _ 

Dept. 1-41, General Office: F. E. Ham r 
lin to manager of Public Relations 
(Guided Missile Division). 

Dept. 1-81, General Office: J. L. Kel¬ 
ley to assistant to Vice President (manu¬ 
facturing). W 

Dept. 6, Engineering: W. J. DeConcim 
to assistant foreman. . 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: H. L. 
Smith to Industrial Engineering assist¬ 
ant supervisor. 

Dept. 13, Industrial Security: G. R. 
Kuester to guard chief. _ nT . 

Dept. 24-1, Planning & Tooling: C. W. 
Stafford, Jr., to T & 0 Planning super- 

Dept. 27-2, Quality Control: C. M. 
Tyler to* Inspection assistant supervisor. 


FORT WORTH 

CO CCA—Daughter, Nancy Lee, 7 lbs. 
1 % oz., born August 1 to Mr. and Mrs. 
S. A. Cocca, Dept. 27-0. 

EUBANKS—Son, David Joel, 7 lbs. % 
oz., born August 1 to Mr. and Mrs. W. 
H. Eubanks, Dept. 8-3. 

LOGAN—Son, Stuart Page, 8 lbs. 4 
oz., born July 26 to Mr. and Mrs. H. C. 
Logan, Dept. 24-1. 

PAYNE— Daughter, Brenda Ellen, 8 
lbs. 2 oz., bom July 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 
F. M. Payne, Dept. 47. 

SWINT—Daughter, Sherry, 7 lbs., 
born June 3 to Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 
Swint, Dept. 48. 


Hard-Luck Ensineer Fissers He 
Shudda Stood in Bed July 31 


If Convair FW Design Engi¬ 
neer B. D. Bruss kept a lag, 
it’d run like this for July 31, 
1951: 

7:45 a.m.: Get late start to 
work. 

7:50: Flat tire. 

8:30: Finally get to work. 

5:15 p.m.: On way home, run 
out of gas. 

5:30: With gas in tank, car 
starts overheating. 

545: At filling station, drain 
last winter’s anti-freeze. Put 


SAN DIEGO 

BARRETT—Daughter, Deborah Joyce, 

6 lbs. 13 oz., born July 30 to Mr. and 
Mrs. K. F. Barrett, Dept. 360. 

BEASLEY—Daughter, Brenda Joyce, 
6 lbs. 9 oz.. born July 31 to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. I. Beasley, Dept. 22. 

BRAZELL—Daughter, Teresa Elaine, 6 
lbs. 8 oz., born July 23 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Brazell, Dept. 6. 

BROPHY—Daughter, Maria Elena, 7 
lbs. 1 oz., bom July 26 to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Brophy, Dept. 6. 

deBACA—Daughter, Clare Ann, 7 lbs. 
5 oz., born July 26 to Mr. and Mrs. John 
C. deRaca, Dept. 47. 

FARRIS—Daughter, Joyce Louise, 6 
lbs. 6 oz., born July 30 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. Farris, Dept. 634. 

GOSE—Son, Dwayne Curtis, 9 lbs. 2 
oz., born July 20 to Mr. and Mrs. Earle 
R. Gose, Dept. 225. 

PERKINS—Son, Charles E. Jr., 6 lbs. 
2% oz., born July 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Perkins, Dept. 330. 

RODRIGUEZ—Son, Robert Wayne, 6 
lbs. 8 oz., born July 24 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Rodriguez, Dept. 6. 

STEWART—Daughter, Ella Jean, 6 
lbs. 14 oz., born July 27 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Stewart, Dept. 406. 

FW Bowlins 

SUNRISE LEAGUE 

Team 

Vultures .-.- —- 39 

Spares .— 38 

Five Flushers ... 32 

Ruff necks . 

Last Chance .... 

Time Killers .... 

Hot Shots . 

Otto’s . 

Accidents . 

Sluggers 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

FOUND: Engraved cigarette lighter on 
lot north of center parking area. Owner 
may claim by identifying engraving to 
Bill Holloway, Dept. 11-4, ext. 2208. 

SAN DIEGO 

D. W. Pohl (Dept. 8 SD) would like 
to contact members Sigma Delta Pi. 
Phone ext. 1111. 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 
SCHROEDER—Adeline B., Dept. 22, 
died July 25. Survived by husband, Har¬ 
ry S. Schroeder, Dept. 250. 

TAYLOR—Robert M., Dept. 6, died 
July 28. Survived by mother. 

WEBSTER—Harry E., Dept. 633, died 
August 1. Survivors: wife, Mrs. Alma 
Webster; three sons, Edmund, Roger, 
Warren ; one sister, one brother. 
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Don’t come back in such a state 
You need weeks to recuperate 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 


Striking Jets . — 

All Hours .-. 21 

4 Jacks ’N Jill . 21 

Bom Bowlers .—. 21 

Whot Hoppened . 

Trailers .... 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees recently re¬ 
ceived service pins: 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, E. L. Clerc; 
Dept. 6, A. A. Norman ; Dept. 11, H. S. 
Carter; Dept. 20, M. E. Norman ; Dept. 
22, C. M. Hudson; Dept. 24, J. Hal- 
brook, J. S. La Due; Dept. 27, F. Polen¬ 
ta, H. H. Burns, Z. F. Mozley, E. T. 
Simpson, Jr., W. A. Stephenson. 

Dept. 30, J. C. Raybume, E. H. Law¬ 
rence ; Dept. 31, R. H. Coley, E. C. 
Humble, P. Johnson ; Dept. 43, D. King, 
C. D. Guthery; Dept. 44, J. E. Bagley, 

J. C. Crowley, J. J. Day, W. E. Helton, 

J. D. Hubbard, L. J. Tucker; Dept. 45, 
M. L. Looney; Dept. 48, R. C. Bell. 

Dept. 50, H. E. Hoover; Dept. 61, 
P. L. Wilson, B. J. Richmond Jr., 
M. L. Duncan ; Dept. 65, A. H. Albrecht, 
T. Beavers, S. A. Busby, T. F. Duke, 

J. D. Little, J. K. Stanford, R. L. 
Marsh, G. F. Wilson; Dept. 73, R. K. 
Baxter. 

GUIDED MISSILE DIVISION 

Service pins due during the period July 
30 through August 12. . , 

Ten-year pin: Dept. 824, Patrick H. 
Blissard. _ 

Five-year pin: Dept. 872, William F. 
Davis. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following service pins were due 
during the period July 30 through August 
12 : 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 225, S. S. 

Smyczynski, Sr. _ _ 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 31, r . G. 

Kan'y, F. I. Morse,. L. C. Murphy ; Dept. 
375, D. E. Palumbo. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3-1, S. M. Sos- 
nowski; Dept. 4, T. O. Jinks, R. W. 
Tidball; Dept. 11, Earl Ford; Dept. 24, 
E F. Morehouse, Harold Perkins ; Dept. 
25, R. T. McMurry, Alvar Sjostrom, H. 
L. Teague, Nelson Thompson; Dept. 31, 
F. A. Denslow, L. D. Emerson, L. E. 

Mattei, E. E. McDaniel, J. J. Reid, F. 

A. Tompkins; Dept. 43, Walter Vierra; 
Dept. 52, W. C. Burgess; Dept. 115, 
Edward Golem. 

Dept. 340, E. R. Jackson; Dept. 365, 
E. L. Wilhoit; Dept. 403, Harold Wash¬ 
ington ; Dept. 406, A. L. Simpson ; Dept. 
632, J. E. Merk; Dept. 633, H. L. Wade. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, R. M. Dolve, 
C. D. Joy, C. C. Lord, W. B. Mitchell, 
Jr., W. W. Morris, D. M. Murray; Dept. 
8, T. F. McCubbin, Jr., Evelyn G. John¬ 
son ; Dept. 24-1, W. H. Jones ; Dept. 25, 

B. E. Alborg, J. B. Johnson, V. J. 
Masewicz, G. E. Mitchell, L. L. Sellers. 

Dept. 27, Izetta S. Moore, G. G. Web¬ 
ber; Dept. 48, H. D. Kilburn, D. A. 
Prentice; Dept. 52, M. D. MoElvain; 
Dept. 101, E. M. Grace, E. E. Stewart; 
Dept. 104, G. A. Golding; Dept. 115, 
S. C. Brown; Dept. 340, Andrew Koci- 
mowski, C. M. Quisquis; Dept. 360, B. 
H. Heastie; Dept. 365, Wanona F. Eb- 
ner; Dept. 401, W. D. Butcher; Dept. 
406, Otto Hansen, R. F. Stull; Dept. 
632, David Salvatierra. Jr. 


Bomb Defense 
Booklets Sent 
To All Convair 

(Continued from page 1) 
company-wide planning begun 
more than a year ago, far-reach¬ 
ing in its effects and designed to 
afford maximum protection in 
case of any disaster. 

At FW division, civil defense 
planning is the responsibility of 
Industrial Security department, 
with G. D. Higgins Jr. as man¬ 
ager, and C. E. Doering as civil 
defense co-ordinator. 

Second step after distribution 
of the booklets will be a series 
of meetings at which FW division 
supervision designated as zone 
captains or area lieutenants will 
be briefed. 

Fontaine said that arrange¬ 
ments have been made so that 
Convair will be notified imme¬ 
diately in event of any alert or 
warning of the approach of hos¬ 
tile or unidentified aircraft, and 
will be ready to take appropriate 
action immediately. 

“Considerable investigation, 
study and research has been 
given to plans for evacuation as 
well as for shelter areas,” said 
Fontaine. 

“Naturally you are interested 
in what will be done if an alert 
is received. Under present ar¬ 
rangements, you will be advised 
of alerts over our present pub¬ 
lic address system. You will re¬ 
ceive your instructions over the 
same system. 

“In outdoor working areas 
(such as Field operations area at 
FW division), the alert signal 
will be a continuous three-minute 
blast from sirens.” 


cleaning compound in radiator. 
Leave engine running to flush 
radiator. 

5:50: Trip over jack. Upset 
can of gasoline. Fan pulls gaso¬ 
line onto engine. Hot engine 
sets gasoline on fire. Singe 
hair. Burn hands. 

5:51: Try to put out fire with 
hose. Only trickle of water 
comes from hose. Run for 
bucket. Finally put out fire. 

5:52: Storage battery ex¬ 
plodes, setting fire to car again. 

5:53: Passerby throws per¬ 
fectly good anti-freeze on bat¬ 
tery to put out fire. 

5:54: Three fire trucks arrive 
after fire is out. Firemen ask 
embarrassing questions. 

6:15: Arrive home. Bump 
head on shower, knock over 
bottle of expensive shampoo. 
Cut toe on broken glass. 

6:25: Crawl—not walk—to 
bed, wondering if will fall out 
and break fool neck. 



Air Force Association 
Meet on Coast 

(Continued from page 1) 
year will be a star-studded Holly¬ 
wood Bowl show Aug. 24 which 
will tell the story of the Air 
Force in music, pageantry and 
tableau. More than a score of the 
movie capital’s top stars will add 
their talent to the spectacle in¬ 
cluding Jimmy Stewart, Bob 
Hope, Clark Gable, Ava Gardner, 
Lana Turner, Red Skelton, Cary 
Grant, Dinah Shore, Ann Sothern. 

A special block of seats has 
been set aside for Convair peo¬ 
ple who can attend and are avail¬ 
able this week without charge 
for those of the San Diego and 
Guided Missile Divisions who are 
close enough to make the trip to 
Los Angeles. 

Convair’s top management will 
be well represented. T. G. Lan- 
phier Jr., assistant to Convair 
President LaMotte T. Cohu, is a 
past AFA president and is chair¬ 
man of this year’s executive com¬ 
mittee for the national reunion. 


FW'S Dept. 73 Plans 
Swim Party, Picnic 

Plans are in the making for a 
big picnic, swim party and beauty 
contest for members of Convair 
FW’s Dept. 73. 

Members of sub-assembly de 
partment and their guests will 
gather at 1 p.m. Aug. 26 at the 
CRA Beach Club on Eagle Moun¬ 
tain Lake for an afternoon of 
entertainment. 

The naming of Dept. 73’s entry 
in the CRA plant-wide beauty 
contest will highlight arrange¬ 
ments, with several other special 
events planned for the picnickers. 

J. E. Massey and E. H. Fisher 
are co-ordinating various commit 
tees working on the plans. 

Little League Stars 
Lose Out in Finals 

The San Diego “American 
League” all stars of the Little 
League went to the finals of the 
district championships, only to 
lose to San Bernardino, 5-2. 

Aug. 3 the San Diego stars (in¬ 
cluding a number of Convair SD 
boys) defeated a star team of the 
San Diego “National League” at 
San Bernardino, 5-0, behind Billy 
Coleman’s two-hit pitching. The 
following day the stars were up 
against more than they could han¬ 
dle with San Berdoo’s six foot one 
pitcher who struck out 15 out of 
18 who came to bat. 


FW ESTIMATOR—E. L. Farm¬ 
er now heads Convair FW's 
estimating department with re¬ 
sponsibility for estimating costs 
of proposed contracts. 


Radio Hams Invited 
To League Meeting 

Amateur radio enthusiasts at 
Convair SD are invited to attend 
an open meeting of the American 
Radio Relay League, Friday eve¬ 
ning, Aug. 10. Meeting time is 
7:30 p.m. in the studios of KCBQ, 
Fifth and Ash, San Diego. 

Prominent “hams” scheduled to 
address the conference are John 
Huntoon, WILVQ, assistant secre¬ 
tary of the ARRL, and “By” 
Goodman, WIDX, technical editor 
of QST, official publication of 
ARRL. John Griggs (Dept. 6 
SD), W6KW, southwestern divi¬ 
sion director of the league will 
act as master of ceremonies. For 
further information contact Ellen 
White (Dept. 6), W6YYM, Talbot 
1-5690 or ext. 532. 


CAA Cards Available 
At Convair FW Plant 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Employees applying for the 
new cards are required to pre¬ 
sent two photos one-inch square 
and a birth certificate. In lieu of 
birth certificate, CAA will ac¬ 
cept a baptismal certificate if 
issued a few days after birth; a 
CAA 935 card; or a passport. 
Photos must be from same nega¬ 
tive, must have been made within 
the past year, and must be full 
face front view. 


Convair FW Sounded Out About 
Possible Interest in a Ski Club 


★ Cmtiairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in two editions (Fort Worth and San Diego) 
every other Wednesday by Industrial Relations Department and distributed without 
charge for the information of Convair employees everywhere. Approximate current 
total circulation, 48,000. News items and letters to the editor are solicited but 
no advertising can be accepted. 

SD Editorial Offices: FW Editorial Offices: 

North End of Bldg. 32, ext. 1071, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5269. 

1072. Logan Jenkins, editor Bob Vollmer, editor 


Parking Rearranged 
To Divide Best Lots 

(Continued from page 1) 
tions,” he said, “especially those 
concerning speed, direction and 
head-in parking as close as prac¬ 
ticable to the next car, we can 
all help improve both traffic and 
parking conditions and assure 
equal and fair sharing of parking 
lots for all employees. 


Wanta go skiing? 

No doubt you would with the 
temperature in Fort Worth run¬ 
ning 105 and over for days with¬ 
out apparent end. 

But this is a deal about next 
winter. B. A. Erickson, manager 
of Flight, Mrs. Erickson and 
R. T. (Lindy) Levine are only 
three among hundreds of Con¬ 
vair FW folks who ski—or who 
perhaps did ski before coming to 
Fort Worth. Fact is, when the 
trio visited Sun Valley for skiing 
last winter, they found more than 
a dozen Convair folks there from 
both FW and SD divisions. 

So Levine is wondering if there 
are other Fort Worth division 
folks who would like to organize 
a ski club of some sort. 

“After we formed our organi¬ 
zation, we could then decide what 
we want to do and how we go 
about it,” says Lindy. 

“If enough people are inter¬ 
ested and want to do it, we can 
arrange weekend trips by air¬ 
plane or train to spots not too 
far from Fort Worth where 
there’s plenty of skiing.” 

Lindy points out that there are 
numerous ski playgrounds over¬ 
night by train, or three and one- 
half hours by plane, at Denver. 
And Denver, he says, is only one 
of many possibilities for weekend 
ski trips. Fort Worth division 
folks interested in forming a ski 


club are invited to contact Levine 
at plant extension telephones 
5200 or 4161, or they may write 
to him at his home: R. T. Levine, 
2001 Ashland, Fort Worth. 


¥r 



REMEMBER? — Remember 
back to last winter when the 
thermometer was near zero in 
Fort Worth? That's when B. A. 
Erickson and Mrs. Erickson were 
visiting Sun Valley to ski. Erick¬ 
sons are among, Convair FW 
folk who might be interested in 
proposed ski club. 















































































August IS, 1951 


coNVAiRifry 


Page 3 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Band activities suspended 
for summer. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday League. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Home SU-6921. Bas¬ 
ketball to start in November. 

BEACH CLUB—R. R. Gorton, commissioner, ext. 4206. CRA Beach Club 
at Lakeside Park, Eagle Mountain Lake. Swimming and picnicking. Admission 
free to Convair employees showing ID card, and to persons accompanying them. 
Admission free to other personnel on duty at Convair FW if they will obtain free 
CRA beach card by applying to E. G. Crosier, employee services section, ext. 5141. 
Contracts Dept, picnic, 4 p.m. Aug. 12. Dept. 73 picnic, 1 p.m. Aug. 26. 

BOWLING—H. G. ;Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 
3195, second shift bowling chairman. Winter bowling leagues now being formed. 
Need 500 bowlers on all shifts. 

BRIDGE—'Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club 
meetings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. First shift Camera 
Club regular meeting Aug. 20, 7:30 p.m., Ridglea CRA Center, lecture on filters 
illustrated by color slides, sound and color movies. Instruction classes every 
other Monda'y, 7:30 p.m. Second shift Camera Club chairman A. L. Green, ext. 
4215. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. , , 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Cbl. 71R and Col. 
119C. Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 31 
(spot weld section). 

DRAMA—'Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing and Masque Players 
casting for first play, week of Aug. 13. Watch bulletin board for announcements. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing 
contest now under way. Prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel 
cat caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at 
Employee Services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168.* Dancing each Tues¬ 
day, Rockwood Park slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8:15 to 

^GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Golf instruction Monday through 

Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 to 10 

a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—Roy Jarl, commissioner, ext. 5141. All-star little leagues 
team now competing in state play-offs. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. 

RIDING CLUB—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. CRA Riding Stable 
is located behind Will Rogers Coliseum. Rental horses available for CRA mem¬ 
bers at 50 cents an hour. For information on riding classes, contact Edith Weitz- 
man, ext. 5296. . 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillm Arena, 2600 
Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9:30 p.m. for first shift; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shift. All shifts, Sunday at 
2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6820. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation building, 18th and Herrington Streets. Beginners 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second shift, each Wednesday, Northside 
Recreation building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Open tennis. Forest Park, 
each Tuesday and Thursday, 6 to 10 p.m. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauernmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. 



ALLEY... OOOP—Charles A. Davis, Dept. 73 FW, sails through 
air after clearing water ski jump on Lake Worth. Davis and other 
Convair FW people enjoy this rather rugged sport each week-end 
at Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club. 



TAKE IT, BOYS—W. H. Humphries and H. McMurtre, left, hand 
over plant-wide doubles washer pitching trophy to Wesley Gowins 
and Walter Frantzen after Dept. 82 team copped coveted award 
in Convair FW tournament. 



KNEE DEEP—These three Texas beauties went near the water—and into it! Playing at water 
skiing are, left to rig,ht, Virginia Huffine (Dept. 26-2 FW), Jean Bailey (Dept. 27-0), and Wanda Van 
Sickle (Dept. 47). All are entries in CRA beauty contest representing their departments. 


Beauty Queen Deadline Moved 
Back 10 Days for Late Entries 


Departments interested in en¬ 
tering a beauty queen in the big 
CRA plant-wide beauty contest 
have another 10 days to select 
their candidates, A. J. Baskin, 
beauty contest chairman, an¬ 
nounced this week. 

The beauty contest to name 
“Miss Convair” is slated for Sep¬ 
tember and will be held at a 
dance in the new Will Rogers 
CRA Center. 

“Some departments need extra 
time to plan picnics, dances and 
other events to name their candi¬ 
dates,” Baskin says. “The delay 
will allow more time for prelimi¬ 
nary contests.” 

Grand prize for the winner will 
be an all-expense paid trip to the 
American Bowling Congress na¬ 
tional tournament in Milwaukee 
in the spring, or $100 in cash. 
CRA bowlers are sponsoring the 
dance to raise funds for sending 
teams to the national meet. 

The addition of five new candi¬ 
dates added renewed interest to 
the contest this week. 

Virginia Huffine was named to 
represent sub-contracts depart¬ 
ment at a picnic held by the 
department last month at the 
Meadowbrook Country Club. 

Jonnie Stanford has been 
named as “Miss Development” to 
represent development depart¬ 
ment in the contest. 

Valera F. O'Neal will represent 
Dept. 31-2 in the contest and Jean 
Bailey is the choice of inspection 
department. 

Wanda Van Sickle was selected 
as representative for Dept. 47, 


NOV. 24, 25 SET FOR 
HOBBY SHOW AT SD 

Definite dates of Nov. 24 and 
25, Saturday and Sunday, were 
set this week for the first Hobby 
Show sponsored by CRA at San 
Diego. 

The show will be in the Con¬ 
ference building of Balboa Park. 

Eddie Robinson, former CRA 
president, is in charge of the 
project and reported he already 
has lined up ham radio men and 
model railroaders who will have 
exhibits on hand. 

“Any one with a hobby that in¬ 
volves art, handicraft, models or 
collections of any kind should be 
thinking about getting them in 
shape now,” Robinson said. “Give 
me a call at ext. 285 in the mean¬ 
time so we can have an idea of 
how many exhibitors we will 
have.” 

CRA has set aside $500 for 

prizes. 


and Marie Fay Johnson repre¬ 
sents Dept. 44. 

Baskin pointed out that addi¬ 
tional time will be allotted de¬ 
partments planning picnics or 
parties, if they will contact him 
prior to Aug. 25. 

“We would like to see each de¬ 
partment represented in the con¬ 
test and will allow as much time 
as possible for selecting contes¬ 
tants,” Baskin says. “However, 
we need to know what depart¬ 
ments are planning to enter to 
make arrangements for the 
dance.” 

Departments having contes¬ 
tants were requested to contact 
Baskin at ext. 3225. 

Board Studies 
CRA Beach Club 

The appointment of a four-man 
committee to assist in improving 
CRA’s beach club facilities at 
Lakeside Park was announced 
this week by R. R. Gorton, CRA 
Beach Club commissioner. 

The committee will study con¬ 
ditions at the Convair FW beach 
and picnic area at Eagle Moun¬ 
tain Lake and make suggestions 
for improvements. 

F. B. Thompson, Dept. 25-3, 
will assist in over-all plans for 
maintenance, construction and re¬ 
pairs. 

The job of suggesting new 
means of beautifying the park 
will be handled by James O'Brian, 
Dept. 15. O’Brian has had ex¬ 
perience in golf course beautifi¬ 
cation. 

H. W. Loven, Dept. 3-6, will 
look into ways and means of im¬ 
proving sanitation and safety. 

H. L. Wendorf, Dept. 27-0, will 
make periodic checks on the park 
and will direct work on improve¬ 
ments and changes being made 
on the facilities. 


Plane Models Fly 
Team Race Sunday 

Team racing will feature a 
model airplane meet Sunday, Aug. 
19, sponsored by the San Diego 
Model Airplane Club. The con¬ 
test will be held adjacent to the 
Model Boat and Yacht Basin, 
Tierra Del Fuego Island, Mission 
Bay. The contest will be restrict¬ 
ed to U-control models. 

An invitation for Convair model 
plane enthusiasts to compete 
against Los Angeles teams was 
issued this week by Harold Led- 
ington (Dept. 52 SD), secretary 
of the San Diego club. 



AH . . . SUMMERTIME— 
Valera F. O'Neal, Dept. 31-2, 
shows off costume to beat Texas 
heat. Valera Is also an entry in 
CRA beauty contest at Convair 
FW, representing spot weld prep¬ 
aration area of metal forming 
department. 


B-36 ASH TRAYS 
ON SALE AGAIN 

One hundred B-36 ash trays 
went on sale this week at Con¬ 
vair FW's Employee Service sec¬ 
tion, according to E. G. Crosier, 
supervisor. 

The ash trays have scale model 
B-36s mounted above the ash con¬ 
tainers.* 

“A lot of folks have asked us 
about getting B-36 ash trays,” 
Crosier says. “We are selling 
them for $8.80 each. That’s cost.” 

Employees may purchase the 
ash trays before and after shift 
changes and at the lunch hour. 



By George, you just can't trust 
anybody these days—the Garage 
Man was supposed to have tight¬ 
ened these brakes just this morn¬ 
ing I 
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OH YOU KID!—Proving that goats aren't all stubborn, S. F. Jones of Convair 
FW for nearly a decade has been training picked nannies and billies as circus 
performers. It's no snap course, takes sometimes a year and a half to graduate. 


Jones' daughters, Donna Jean, Beverly and Janice pose in carts while in other 
pictures Sydney, 7, puts a prize pupil through paces. 




Big Bloomers 


Dahlias 'Blush' Best at Night, So 
That's Time to Pick for a Show 


All because a neighbor five 
years ago insinuated a few bulbs 
into his hand, Convair SD’s 
Everett Henderson (Dept. 9) 
crawls out of bed on certain 
mornings at 3 a.m. and works 
until daybreak. 

“That’s only on show days, of 
course, when my wife and I 
want to get the best out of our 
dahlias,” he explained. “Dahlias 
have their best color at night— 
v/hen you can’t see them—because 
they are filled by a maximum of 
moisture. We pick our blooms in 
the dark, then put them in ice 
water and keep them in a dark¬ 
ened place until show time.” 

More by accident than design 
Henderson started raising dahlias 
when a neighbor gave him a few 
bulbs. The hobby grew and grew 
and so did the dahlias until now 
he is a top contender, exhibiting 
a number of rare varieties as well 
as beautiful examples of the more 
common types. 

“This year I have several 
new varieties and I believe I 
am the only San Diego grower 
who has them. They are the 
Arthur Godfrey, Special Award, 
Silver Tip, Whiz Kid and Per¬ 
manent Wave 

“Although I paid $15 a bulb for 
them, it won’t be a complete loss, 
because I can sell some of the 
bulbs they produce to other dah 
lia fanciers.” 

However, to keep his amateur 
standing, Henderson can sell no 
more than $100 in a year. For 
more common varieties bulbs run 
from 50 cents to $1.50 each. 

Last year was the first time 


Henderson made a bid in the San 
Diego Dahlia Society show. He 
won the sweepstakes in the novice 
class. Early this month he came 
away with a good share of the 
honors in the same show, 12 firsts 
and five seconds and two cups! 

Dahlias were “discovered” in 
the 1870’s growing wild in Mex¬ 
ico. Imported to the United 
States they have become a prime 
specialty for flower enthusiasts 
offering infinite possibilities for 
variations. 

“Dahlias have three major 
stages. From a seed you get a 
seedling, which produces usually 
single small bulb. From the 
bulb will grow what we call an 
‘undisseminated’ flower and the 


Model, Sent Up for 
200-Yard Hop, Keeps 
Going for 12 Miles 

C. P. Van Hoosier of Con¬ 
vair FW’s production control 
department knows just how far 
a little hot air will go. 

Van Hoosier, a model airplane 
builder, was flying his model 
plane in the vicinity of TCU in 
the 106 degree weather that hit 
Fort Worth Aug. 5. 

The model caught a rising 
thermal air current and travel 
ed 12 miles to Lake Worth be¬ 
fore it came to earth! 

Van Hoosier says a normal 
flight for the model is about 
200 yards. 


The Hendersons will be 
among the major exhibitors at 
the Convair SD Garden Club 
Dahlia Show this coming week¬ 
end at Balboa Park. The show 
will open to the public 1 p.m. to 
5, Sunday, Aug. 19. 


bulbs that this produces will re¬ 
sult in the permanent plant. Fre¬ 
quently, the flower in the second 
stage will not be the same color 
combination as the permanent 
plant!” 

Like prospectors who are al¬ 
ways expecting to “strike it rich,” 
dahlia growers are constantly 
lured on by the hopes of them¬ 
selves producing a new variety 
that will be a popular hit. 

“Several San Diego growers 
have developed top varieties that 
have gone all over the country. 
You never can tell.” 


Marine Swaps Korea 
For FW—And Gladly! 

Convair FW friends of Loyd S. 
Weidaw, Dept. 14-2, hung out the 
welcome sign last week for him, 
but they weren’t any happier to 
see him than he was to see Fort 
Worth. 

Weidaw was recalled to the 
Marine Corps last July and has 
been on duty with the Marine 
Fighter Wing, VMF 311, 
Korea. 


Snooty Billies 


Goats Educated for Circuses 
Turn Snobbish, Says Trainer 


“Alumni” of the S. F. Jones 
Academy for Educated Goats are 
in a class by themselves. 

Although they get no sheep¬ 
skins on graduation, those who 
pass the course can—and do—lord 
it over the rest of their brethren. 
For they belong to an exclusive 
fraternity, the intelligentsia of 
goatdom. 

Jones, an assembler in Dept. 
48 FW, spends his spare time 
training the beared billies and 
nimble nannies as circus and car¬ 
nival performers. He has been at 
it about 10 years and his five 
children were almost raised in 
the glare of the spotlight. 

Daughters Donna Jean, 15; 
Beverly, 13, and Janice, 11, are 
old hands at putting the stars 
through their paces. Sydney, 7, 
is fast learning the tricks of the 
trade. An older son, Billy, is on 
duty with the armed forces in 
Korea. 

Not just any old can-chewing 
billy can be trained to roll a 
barrel, leap hurdles, roll over and 


Trick Wheeled Kitchen Produces 
'Home Cooking' in Wilderness 


AFTER THE SHOW—Everett Henderson (Dept. 9 SD) shows off 
Few of 150 blooms which helped him to honors in recent San Diego 
dahlia show. He will be among entries in CRA show at SD Aug. 19. 


For a man who likes to “eat 
on the run,” Convair SD’s 
Whitney Hindes has just the 
rig. 

It’s a rolling kitchen. 

“It doesn’t seem very unusual 
to us, because my family likes 
outdoor life and we frequently 
use this rig, or others, on 
camping trips and rockhound 
expeditions,” Hindes said. 

Purchased several years ago 
as war surplus, the kitchen is 
made of stainless steel and is 
complete with aluminum pots 
and pans, knives and serving 
spoons. It burns anything from 
gasoline to crank case drain¬ 
ings! A tall chimney provides 
plenty of draft. 

“It only takes a few minutes 
to set up and I can feed a small 
army on it. At the last rock- 
hound hamburger fry, we fed 
nearly 100!” 

Time was when the Hindes 
children, Ann Louise, 15; Ed¬ 
ward, 12, and Charles, 11, ac¬ 
cepted the rolling kitchen with¬ 
out complaint. But times have 
changed. 

“You see, my wife is a scout¬ 


ing instructor and of course the 
youngsters took up scouting.” 

So it’s only natural that they 
regard this modern convenience 
with some scorn. It isn’t “prim¬ 
itive” enough! 


Movies Suspended 
Until Sept 7 at SD 

Friday evening movies at Con¬ 
vair SD’s CRA Clubhouse will be 
resumed Sept. 7 after a brief 
recess. 

Also, the clubhouse will close 
early from Aug. 20 until after 
Labor Day. 


play dead and leap through a 
hoop. The stars must be hand 
picked in advance. 

“Not just anyone can tell the 
difference in goats,” grins Jones. 
“I look at their eyes and the 
shape of their head before I buy 
them to train. I’d say two goats 
in a hundred will make good per¬ 
formers.” 

Size, color, shape and temper 
are other characteristics Jones 
considers. Once selected for the 
big time, the goats begin a rug¬ 
ged training program that often 
lasts for a year and a half. It 
costs the Jones family about 
$250 to train each animal. 

Goat students at the Jones 
school often number from one to 
12. Most of them are trained in 
teams of three or four for special 
acts. 

“Goats are almost as smart as 
a man,” Jones says. “They like 
to learn. They’ll see other goats 
doing tricks and then try the 
same thing themselves. 

“Funny thing how aloof a 
trained goat can be. After he has 
learned a few tricks, he refuses 
to associate with uneducated 
goats.” 

The trained bleaters quickly 
learn to strike a pose for pic¬ 
tures, and they’re quick to re¬ 
spond to applause. 

“Fact is,” says Jones, “some of 
our stars are hammier than a 
prize pig!” 


MOBILE EATING—Whitney Hindes (Convair SD) demonstrates 
rig for meals outdoors. Stove burns almost any kind of fuel, is 
quickly collapsible. Hindes has fed as many as 100 from his rolling 
kitchen. 
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Convair Wife Paints Murals for 
New Fort Worth Luxury Motel 


When Fort Worth’s new West 
ern Hills “super” motel holds its 
formal opening within the next 
few weeks, thousands of guests 
will view the latest work of Emily 
Guthrie Smith, wife of Convair 
FW’s Toby Smith, buying super¬ 
visor, and one of the southwest’s 
leading artists. 

Most outstanding of the murals 
is a 30-foot branding scene in the 
motel’s unique Branding Room 
(where patrons select their own 
steaks and brand them as de¬ 
sired: R for rare, M for medium, 
and W for well done, etc.). 

Mrs. Smith’s branding mural 
is particularly unusual since the 
likenesses of several Western 
Hills officials appear on the 
mural cowboys’ faces. 

Her other paintings, both in the 
exclusive Key Club, are jungle 
scenes. The three murals took 
two months to complete. 

“During that time,” Mrs. Smith 


commented, “the hotel literally 
grew up around me.” 

Although this was her first 
venture in mural work on such 
a large scale, Mrs. Smith has an 
impressive record as a portrait 
artist. She has paintings in the 
permanent collections of the Fort 
Worth and Dallas art museums 
and at Texas Tech College, Lub¬ 
bock. She also has done portraits 
in Dallas, Houston, Memphis, 
Austin, Lubbock and Oklahoma 
City. 

A favorite is her painting of 
Mary Martin, which hung in a 
New York theater lobby through¬ 
out the stage production of “One 
Touch of Venus.” The portrait 
now hangs in Miss Martin’s home. 

Mrs. Smith’s early attempts at 
portraiture were done to amuse 
herself while the Smith’s two 
children were small. Since then 
she’s painted scores of children 
as well as adults. 










THE ARTIST—E mily Guthrie Smith stands with own mural 
background. Scene is in novel "Branding Room" of new motel. 


Funereal Touch 


Hearse, Homemade Bus, Midget 
Autos Bring FW Men to Work 


T knew there was a manpower 
shortage, but I didn’t think I’d 
see the day they came to work 
at Convair in a hearse!” 

The speaker was an astonished 
bystander who saw the once-sleek 
black hearse enter the Convair 
FW main gate with a full load. 

If he had followed the hearse 
to its parking spot in the north 
lot, he would have seen the pas¬ 
sengers come to life and speed 
off to their jobs. 

The hearse is but one of many 
vehicles Convair FW folks use to 
beat the traffic and travel dis¬ 
tances to and from work. 

W. H. Rush, Dept. 65, pilots 
the 1936 model Sayer hearse with 
eight passengers twice daily to 
and from his home in Birdville ; 
Tex. 

“Some of the boys snooze while 
we cover the 15 miles to work, 
and I guess some people wonder 
about us,” Rush says. 

The funeral equipment has been 
removed from the rear of the 
hearse and seats added. Accord¬ 
ing to Rush, it’s as comfortable 
riding as you would hope to find. 

Another laugh provoker at Con¬ 
vair FW is the 1932 home-made 
bus affectionately deemed the 
“Blue Goose” by its 24 passen¬ 
gers. 

The “Goose” is a patched, bulky 
vehicle that looks as if it has 
chugged just about its last mile. 
But it covers the 52 miles be¬ 
tween the plant and Bluffdale, 
Tex., twice a day without fail. 

“She may look like she’s burped 


and about to fall 
we knock along at 


her last bolt 
apart, but 

about 50 miles an hour both 
ways,” says driver J. L. Dove, 
Dept. 48. 

Other odd-type vehicles include 
several model A’s, motorcycles 
and scooters, English-made MGS. 
Austins and various sizes of 
home-made and factory-built 
busses. 


. 


THE QUEEN AND FALSTAFF—Carol Stanforth (Dept. 633 SD) 
and James^Gavm (Dept. 632) as they appear in Merry Wives of 


Windsor. That beard on Gavin is real. It took two and 
months to grow! 

Size Wins a Pari 


half 


Convair SD Girl Trades Overalls 
For the Costume of a Queen 


A Convair SD couple last week 
fell heir to royalty and a title. 

Opening in the Old Globe thea¬ 
ter’s production “Merry Wives of 
Windsor” were Carol Stanforth 
(Dept. 633 SD) as Queen Eliza¬ 
beth and James Gavin (Dept. 632 
SD) as Sir John Falstaff. 

“Perhaps my size had some¬ 
thing to do with my getting the 
part,” Carol remarked. “Queen 
Elizabeth was about the size of 
a good ten-year-old. She was five 
feet with a 22-inch waist, small 
hands and feet.” 

Carol misses by a trifle. She 
is five feet three. 

“The costume is something. It 
takes me an hour to get into it 
and made up. And an hour to 

FW Club to Hear 
Missiles Talk 

Convair FW Management Club 
members will hear an up-to-the- 
minute lecture on guided missiles 
when they meet Saturday, Aug. 
18, according to W. E. Magnuson, 
program chairman. 

Speaker will be K. J. Bossart, 
project engineer with Convair’s 
new Guided Missile Division, now 
operating at San Diego. A na¬ 
tionally recognized authority on 
self-propelled missiles, Bossart 
will illustrate his lecture with 
sound motion pictures. 

The meeting will be held in 
the plant cafeteria. Convair iden¬ 
tification cards will be required 
for admittance. Refreshments 
will be served beginning at 6 
p.m., with dinner scheduled to 
start at 6:30 p.m. 

A door prize will be awarded, 
Magnuson announced. 


get out of it!” 

Carol was in summer stock in 
Seattle and came to San Diego 
three years ago and almost im¬ 
mediately started volunteer work 
with the Old Globe. Her experi¬ 
ence in back stage lighting work 
was a help in getting a Convair 
job doing electrical work on the 
B-36. 

If Gavin fails to stick around 
for many curtain calls, there is 
good reason. He reports for 
his third shift job at midnight 
and it is a close squeeze. 

“Taking off the foam rubber 
stomach doesn’t take too long, but 
I have to wash the gray out of 
my hair after every perform¬ 
ance,” he explained. (A lot of 
people wish their de-graying 
process was as simple as that!) 

Gavin, who has been with the 
Globe off and on since 1938, took 
speech arts at San Diego State 
and served a year in a theater in 
Erie, Pa. This is his fourth 
Shakespeare appearance with the 
Globe, having been in Romeo and 
Juliet, Taming of the Shrew and 
Twelfth Night. 


Children Join 
Dad at Convair 

L. E. Sattawhite believes in 
bringing up his children the right 
way. And to Sattawhite, that’s 
the Convair way. 

An assembler in Dept. 43 at 
Convair FW, Sattawhite joined 
Convair in 1946. 

Lee Jr., the male member of 
a set of twins, followed in the 
elder Sattawhite’s footsteps when 
he came to work at FW as a 
Dept. 76 mechanic in 1947. 

Lena, the feminine twin, would 
have joined the Sattawhites at 
Convair at that time, but she got 
married instead, Sattawhite says. 

Burke followed the two elder 
members of the family to Con¬ 
vair in 1949, but terminated to 
attend college at TWO. He re¬ 
joined Convair in June, 1941, and 
now works in Dept. 22-9. 

Elaine, the youngest daughter, 
worked in Dept. 4-5 until last 
month, when she terminated to 
be married. 

So what is Sattawhite going 
to do about getting more of his 
family working the Convair way ? 

“Well,” he says, “all the kids 
are married or settled so it looks 
like I am gonna have to concen¬ 
trate on the grandchildren from 
now on.” 


( 

I 

i. 

FAMILY AFFAIR—Plant Pro¬ 
tection guard A. L. Walker has 
almost complete family every 
morning when L. E. Sattawhites 
show up. Checking in for work 
on first shift are Burke and L. E. 
Sattawhite as Lee Sattawhite 
leaves after third shift duties. 


A Damp Ending Climaxes Two-Hour, 70-Mile 
Search for Hidden Radio Transmitter 


Members of the CRA Ama¬ 
teur Radio Club at Fort Worth 
pulled a neat trick over the 
week-end when they conducted 
a hidden transmitter hunt. 

They put the transmitter in 
a boat and moved the boat out 
on the waters of Eagle Moun¬ 
tain Lake! 

But C. 0. Cummings, Dept. 
50, and his partner Philip J. 
Andrews spotted it near the 


lake dam after a two-hour, 70- 
mile search. 

The two hams were among 
more than a dozen radio-equip¬ 
ped cars taking part in the 
hunt. All the contestants knew 
was that the transmitter was 
located within a 25-mile radius 
of the Ridglea CRA Center. 

The club members held a pic¬ 
nic at the Center following the 
hunt. 


ALL ABOARD—There is no telling what kind of vehicle will 
turn up next in Convair FW parking lots. Left above is black 
hearse that once made sad trips to and from cemetery. Now 


it has happier task of transporting eight Convair men, live ones! 
At right is "Blue Goose," a homemade bus that may look a 
bit rickety but never misses a day on a round-trip. 
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Collier-Lafave to Defend Plant 


Tennis Doubles Title Aug. 19 


With the team of Dick Collier- 
Jerry Lafave on deck to defend 
their title, the annual Convair SD 
men’s doubles tennis tournament 
will be held at North Park courts 
this coming Sunday, Aug. 19. 

All Convair SD tennis players 
and Air Force and Navy person¬ 
nel on duty at the SD division, 
as well as players from the 
Guided Missile Division are eli¬ 
gible to compete. 

There is no entry fee and 
matches will start at 9 a.m. CRA 
Commissioner Jerry Lafave said 
the entire tournament would be 
run off that day and courts have 
been reserved for the exclusive 
use of Convair players. 

“Entries will close the after¬ 
noon of Friday, Aug. 17, so get 
them in as soon as possible. No 
entry blanks are necessary. Just 
call me at ext. 1297,” Lafave said. 

Newly Arrived FW 
Engineer Captures 
City Tennis Crown 

Charles H. Samson, Dept. 6-2, 
celebrated his arrival at Convair 
FW and Texas last week by win¬ 
ning the singles division of the 
Fort Worth city tennis tourna¬ 
ment. 

Samson walloped Fred Reed, a 
veteran of competition in Fort 
Worth by 6-2, 6-1 in the finals 
Aug. 8. 

The tall structures engineer 
has been winning tennis cham¬ 
pionships since his high school 
days in Ohio and Colorado. He 
holds several state junior cham¬ 
pionships in those states and New 
Mexico. 

Tennis was also one of Sam¬ 
son’s specialties in college. He 
played freshman tennis at Ohio 
State and was a member of the 
Notre Dame team for three years. 

The tennis star joined Convair 
last month after earning his B.S. 
and M.A. degrees from Notre 
Dame. He is currently working 
toward a Ph.D. from the Univer¬ 
sity of Missouri. 


The men’s singles tournament 
for the plant championship will 
follow in a few weeks. No events 
exclusively for women are plan¬ 
ned for this year. 

Handsome trophies for winners 
and runners-up in both the 
doubles and singles have been ob¬ 
tained by the Convair Recreation 
Association. 


Smallest SD Dept. 

Holds Beach Picnic 

Convair SD’s smallest depart¬ 
ment (Dept. 24-7, Perishable 
Tools) had one of the “largest” 
picnics Aug. 5 when 60 Convair 
people and their families met at 
Ocean Beach. 

Marshall Aker, foreman, heads 
the group. Picnic arrangements 
were made by Art Benny, Lenore 
Godwin, Bob Boone, Lorraine 
Jackson. Mrs. Sarah Cope won the 
ladies watch as attendance prize 
and the men’s award went to 
Kurt Klein. Both are on the sec¬ 
ond shift. 


Swing Band Seeking 
Drummer, Fiddler 

Members of Dept. 6 at SD 
have formed a swing band which 
meets twice weekly at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Mission Hills Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 1200 Fort Stockton 
Drive. Members include Harry 
Felder, sax; Dean Morehead, 
trombone; Lee Sheridan, guitar; 
Russ Stovall, piano, and members 
are looking for a drummer and 
a bass fiddle player. For details 
call Stovall, J-0202. 


Barbecue Followed 
By Swimming Party 

Electrical crew members of 
Foreman M. N. Coker’s Dept. 50 
FW section enjoyed an outing 
July 29 in a combination picnic- 
swim party. A barbecue at Syca¬ 
more Park was followed by a 
swim party at Twin Points Camp 
on Eagle Mountain Lake. 


ENDING SEASON—Convair SD's softball season came to a close last week, with teams playing 
their last games in five different leagues. 

Top left shows Bomber team, back row, left to rigjit, Thad Burger, Dick Lingley, Bill Branch, Alfred 
Daniels, Roger Pusey, Gene Pollpeter. Front row: Bill Hagen, Wally Mathews, George Bradley, co¬ 
managers W. McPhetter and Bill Goetz, and Ray Tank. Not available for photo, Jim Jones and Ben 
Manuel. Lower left shows McPhetter in tense moment of game. Upper right are members of Mis¬ 
siles team, front row, left to right, Jim Williams, Ernie Damarus, Tobe Hunley, Nelson Powell, Luke 
Morris. Back row: R. Leadon, Jerry Nuss, Russ Baker, Ralph Way, Jack Zinn, Al Damarus. Upper 
right photo shows Maxwell player in futile leap as Leadon, Convair first-sacker, catches ball at home. 


Eagles Blasted Out of Tie for 
Second in SD's Industrial Loop 


SD Golf Sweeps 
Start Saturday 

Convair SD’s regular monthly 
golf sweepstakes will be held 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 25 
and 26, over Mission Valley links. 

CRA Commissioner Russ Os¬ 
good said the event will be a best 
ball partnership, with each player 
receiving one-half of his handicap 
in strokes, as they fall on the 
score card. The eight teams 
turning in the best net score will 
receive merchandise prizes. 

Linksmen were urged to make 
arrangements for partners in ad¬ 
vance. Any unattached players 
may contact Osgood on the tee to 
help make up a game. The sweeps 
will be over Mission Valley’s first 
and third nines, with the first tee 
open from 7 a.m. to 9:30 on Sat¬ 
urday and from 8:15 to 9:15 on 
Sunday. 


CRA Golfers Tackle 
Ridglea on Aug. 19 

CRA golfers at Convair FW 
will tee off Aug. 19 in the regu¬ 
lar monthly golf sweepstakes over 
Ridglea Golf Course, according to 
Fred Foster, CRA golf commis¬ 
sioner. 


Convair SD’s Eagles softball 
team dropped a crucial game last 
week in the Industrial League to 
drop them out of a tie for first 
place. 

The Eagles had been neck in 
neck with Fire Dept. B with six 
wins and a single loss apiece 
when they ran into First National 
Bank last Thursday night, losing 
7-3. Meanwhile, Fire Dept. B 
was pitted against Solar last Fri¬ 
day night and a victory would 
cinch the league title, but a loss 
would mean a playoff with the 
Eagles. 

The Eagles had been finishing 
strongly. On July 27 they trip¬ 
ped the hitherto undefeated Fire 
Dept, team 8-2 and four days 
later took the measure of Rohr 
in a wild game that saw both 
teams run up large tallies. 
Pitcher Ralph Harper held a com¬ 
fortable lead until the middle in¬ 
nings when the opposing batters 
got to him. However, he steadied 
down to take a 10-11 win. 

Unless there is a playoff, the 
Industrial League season at San 
Diego closed last week. 

Convair SD’s Triple A club 
ended the season with a series of 
heartbreakers that put them in 


eighth place. The record is far 
better than it looks, however. 
Looking back over the season, the 
club played seven games that 
Were decided by a single run and 
several others that went to the 
opposition by only two scores. 

The last four games of the 
Triple A team’s season were 
losses to Anderson Furniture, 1-0; 
Hart & Son, 7-0; Tufford, 6-1; 
and Top Toppers, 1-0. 

In the B League the Convair 
Bombers wound up in third place 
with five wins and two losses. 
The last defeat was at the hands 
of the league champions, Bayside 
Social Center, by 23-8. 

The Missiles in the BB League 
closed the season in fourth place 
with five wins, three losses. The 
last game was against La Mesa 
Awning last Friday night. 

In the A League the Convair- 
Liners found the going as rough 
as did the Triple A club. They 
finished with a loss to SubFlot, 
9-1. 


A* man or woman of Convair 
carries a special responsibility to 
Uncle Sam. Keep his defense 
secrets to yourself! 


Convair SD Guards Turn 
Competition With Their 

Guards of Convair SD last 
week gathered at the San Diego 
Police pistol range for the first 
of a series of shooting matches. 

The sessions, which will include 
advanced instruction with empha¬ 
sis on safety factors, will be 
continued on the first Tuesday in 
each month. Frank Merritt, man¬ 
ager of Industrial Security at SD, 
said that the scores registered in 
the first afternoon shoot, in 
which each man fired 30 rounds, 


Out for Monthly 
Shooting Irons 

ranged from good to excellent. 

Merritt indicated the shooting 
matches are not for recreation 
but to insure that guards train¬ 
ing is up to snuff. The guard 
force contains a number of top 
marksmen and all are experienced 
with firearms. Incidentally, the 
monthly matches probably will 
result in formation of a guard 
pistol team which can compete 
against other San Diego teams, 
including the CRA Pistol Club. 


REFRESHER—Gathered around Guard Chief Georg,e Kuester 
are few of Convair SD Plant Protection men during monthly pistol 
shoot. Guard members will continue to meet for practice and 
instruction. 


The tournament is open to all 
CRA members and people sta¬ 
tioned at Convair FW. Entry fee 
is $1 and merchandising prizes 
will go to winners in each divi¬ 
sion. 

Players will be grouped ac¬ 
cording to handicaps on file with 
the golf commissioner. All handi¬ 
caps have been adjusted following 
the plant-wide tournament. 

The one-day tournament opens 
at 7 a.m., Aug. 19, and closes the 
same day. Players will register 
at the course. 


New Orleans ‘Alums* 
Work for Reunion 


n#Y Al, 


vm//> 


Convair veterans of the New 
Orleans Division now at San 
Diego this week made a move to 
hold a reunion. Marshall Aker 
(Dept. 24-7 SD) estimated there 
are between 100 and 150 “alumni” 
of New Orleans at San Diego and 
urged any who are interested in 
a reunion to phone him at ext. 
1523 . 


LET'S GET 'EM, GANG!—A. K. Lawley, manager for Convair 
FW Little League all-stars, gives team pep talk before game with 
Paris stars. Paris won best two of three series and right to play in 
district meet. 
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Round Trip, Non-Stop 


Convair Fort Worth's great diving champion, Carl J. Loock, continues to prove his excellence in 
this series of photos taken while executing various dives from back jack knife to back swan. Ar¬ 
ranged in misleading sequence they give impression of world's most difficult contortion. Not that 
Carl couldn't do it. Having seen him dive we'll believe anything. 



Carl revs up and Now he's airborne, on his back Something happened and But he's climbing and— Ah, that's safer, a wing- Nope, he's land- 

mentally reviews (but not at 20,000 feet!). he's folded his wings. A what was THAT! A loop? over. Will he stall? ing. Didn't go 

check list. power dive? near the water! 


Four Separate Leagues to Mark 
Winter Bowling for San Diego 

Convair SD next month will 



Hot Putter Earns FW Plant Golf 
Title for Larry Messersmith 


start its winter bowling season 
with two scratch and two handi¬ 
cap leagues. 

Mike Brooks, CRA bowling 
commissioner, said heavy re¬ 
sponse at organizational meetings 
have made it necessary to form 
two instead of one handicap 
league. 

“We have 24 teams in sight 
for the handicap divisions and 
that’s more than we can handle 
Wednesday nights at Pacific Rec¬ 
reation, so we will form another 
handicap loop for Friday nights 
at the Tower.” 

Brooks said that the Guided 
Missile division alone has entered 
eight teams, while Plant 2 has 
five. 

Twenty-eight teams are plan¬ 
ned for the scratch leagues, di¬ 
vided between 800 and 825 divis¬ 
ions. 

“Team captains and any un¬ 
affiliated bowlers will meet twice 
again before the leagues start 
rolling. For the handicap teams 
it will be Aug. 15 and 29, with 


The last CRA softball teams at 
Convair FW bowed out of the 
Fort Worth city championship 
play-off last week when CVAC 
lost a 2-0 game to Topsy and Ace 
Cleaners edged Convair, 4-2. 

The CVAC nine of the East 
Texas League won a first-round 
victory over Star-Telegram by 
10-2 to move to the quarter finals. 

Dept. 22-8 represented the Con¬ 
vair first shift league and stop¬ 
ped 18th Communications before 
bowing to Ace Cleaners. 

The Bombers of the Western 
League lost an 8-0 game to Ace 
Cleaners in the opening round 



PRETTY FOXY —While visit¬ 
ing in Illinois recently H. C. 
"Pop" Bottcher (Dept. 25 SD) 
fired 12 shots, bagged II foxes. 
Extra shot, he explains, is be¬ 
cause he had to shoot one twice! 


play starting Sept. 5. For the 
scratch leagues it will be Sept. 
17 and 31, with play starting 
Sept. 7,” Brooks added. 

More than $800 in prizes will 
be awarded by Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association to the bowlers 
during the year, in addition to 
regular trophies. The merchan¬ 
dise awards will be given out in 
monthly prizes with events de¬ 
cided by team captains. 

This year, CRA is also sponsor¬ 
ing five teams in other city 
leagues. Convair is entering the 
Tower Majors, the 875 and 850 
traveling leagues, the Sports¬ 
men’s league and the Towerette 
loop. In the latter is a women’s 
team league and Convair will be 
defending champion. 

Francey Bennett, who cap¬ 
tained last year’s league winners, 
said she would have the same 
team rolling again this year. 

“We are anxious to make this 
the best bowling season Convair 
SD has had in years,” Brooks 
said. “So, let us know if you 
are not lined up with a team, 
and we will place you.” 


and then beat 18th Communica¬ 
tions by 10-1 in consolation play. 

Topsy won an 8-3 victory over 
the Convair nine of the Commer¬ 
cial League in the opening round. 
Convair dropped a second game 
to Frank Hague by 11-1 to fall 
out of play. 

Consolation play will find 
CVAC, Bombers and Dept. 22-8 
playing the final week of the 
city championship. 

Tooling came through to sweep 
both halves of the Convair second 
shift league and to stand as the 
champion. Tooling could not en¬ 
ter the city play-offs. 

Along the hardball front, Con¬ 
vair of the Sunday League moved 
into a tie for the loop leadership 
with Wardway by besting Azle 
Merchants by 11-7, and Wardway 
by 5-3. 

CRA’S entry in the Major City 
loop dropped a 13-4 game to IAM 
and bowed to Tool Supply by 
14-3. 


SD Horsemen Wolf 
Man-Sized Meal 

Members of Convair SD’s Rid¬ 
ing Club Aug. 5 made away with: 

Two hams. 

Ten dozen eggs. 

Twenty-five pounds of po¬ 
tatoes. 

Seven gallons of coffee. 

Occasion was a breakfast ride 
that attracted 54 guests complete 
with early morning appetites. The 
breakfast was at the Aztec club¬ 
house. 


A magic putter paved the way 
for a new king among CRA golf¬ 
ers at Convair FW last week. 

Larry Messersmith (Dept. 6) 
and Ray Lanham (Dept. 4) 
matched strokes on the fairways 
and off the tees for 18 holes, but 
it was Messersmith’s mastery of 
the greens that brought him a 
one-up victory and the plant 
championship. 

Bob Gabbe, Dept. 6, and J. M. 
Cudd, Dept. 24, battled through 
20 holes before Gabbe cinched 
the first-flight championship. 

Joe Morris, Dept. 8, won a two 
and one victory over Leonard 
Davidson to cop the second-flight 


A talented staff of Pans 
moundsmen put the damper on 
Convair FW’s CRA Little 
Leagues baseball team last month 
as the hometown Paris team won 
a best two-of-three series and a 
sub-district championship. 

The Convair Little Leaguers 
copped the opening game of the 
series when they broke a 3-3 tie 
in the ninth inning to win a 6-3 
victory. The game was three in¬ 
nings longer than regulation play 
due to the tie. 

The Paris nine sent their all- 
American Little League pitcher 
against Convair the second night 


championship honors. In the third 
flight, Harold Keswick took a five 
and four victory and first place. 

B. B. Witte, Dept. 6, scored a 
three and two win over Rupe 
Pownder, Dept. 10-2, for the 
fourth-flight crown, while A1 
Pfennighausen, Dept. 6, came 
through with a three and two 
victory over Fred Thames in the 
fifth flight. Dept. 24’s G. P. 
Day registered a two and one 
victory over C. Shepard in the 
sixth flight. 

Prizes valued at more than 
$500 went to the winners, run¬ 
ners—up and semi-finalists in all 
flights at an awards party July 
29 at Rockwood Golf Club. 


and, behind one-hit pitching, won 
a 10-0 victory. 

Saturday night found the Paris 
nine winning the decisive game 
11-0 behind a no-hit pitching per¬ 
formance. 

Charles Clark and Terry Bar¬ 
ber worked on the mound for the 
Convair nine in the winning 
game. Michael Lee and Don Raw¬ 
lins paced the hitters with two 
hits each. 

The Convair Little Leagues 
team will play out their regular- 
scheduled season’s game and will 
appear in an exhibition game 
Aug. 20 at La Grane field. 


Loock Nabs New 
Diving Crown 

Winning championships is as 
easy as falling off a log to Carl 
Loock . . . providing the log has 
been sawed down to a board with 
a little spring to it, and is sus¬ 
pended above water. 

Loock, an industrial engineer 
at Convair FW, has been winning 
diving honors for the past 19 
years. He copped his eleventh 
major title this season when he 
won the Texas Amateur Athletic 
Federation senior men’s diving 
crown. 

His winning ways started back 
when he attended Dakota Wes¬ 
leyan College where he was an 
intercollegiate diving and swim¬ 
ming champ, and have continued 
through the years. 

The TAAF crown won at Tyler, 
Tex., last month was the second 
of the year for Loock. Earlier 
he had won the Forth Worth 
senior men’s diving crown for the 
fourth time. 

Loock has won first places in 
such notable springboard events 
as the Southwestern Amateur 
Athletic Union, the Rocky Moun¬ 
tain AAU and the North Central 
Association championship. 

Loock’s interest in the water is 
shared by his wife and young 
daughter Vickie. Loock and his 
wife teach water safety and Red 
Cross life saving during their 
spare time. 

Vickie, now three years old, 
was swimming by the time she 
could walk. 


Women Canvassed 
For Bowling Leagues 

A meeting of all Convair FW 
women interested in entering 
ladies’ bowling leagues this fall 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 16 
at the Will Rogers CRA Center, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
bowling commissioner. 

Several winter leagues for fern 
keglers will be formed and begin¬ 
ners will compete in a separate 
league. 

Wives and daughters of em¬ 
ployees and members of the Air 
Force on duty at Convair FW are 
also eligible. 

Applications are also being ac¬ 
cepted for men’s winter leagues. 
Members of 1950 leagues are in¬ 
vited to contact their old league 
secretaries, and newcomers may 
register by calling CRA, ext. 
5141. 



To dodge disaster drop the notion 
That you can swim across the ocean 


CRA Teams Fall in Sudden Death 
Rounds of Softball Playoff 



THE WINNAH—Larry Messersmith, Dept. 6-6 (right) displays 
big grin as CRA golf commissioner Fred Foster presents him with 
Convair FW plant-wide golf trophy won last week. 


Paris Little Leaguers Clip FW's CRA Team 
Two Out of Three to Dash Sectional Hopes 
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In Walnut Grove on Pomona Outskirts Convair Hails New Plant 



MARKING THE SPOT—In photo at right Rear Adm. M. F. Schoetfel breaks ground for 
new Convair division as LaMotte T. Cohu awaits turn. At left is Floyd B. Odium, Convair 
board chairman, during dedication address. 


mmm 

mm 



WELCOME, BOYS—Mayor Lonie Yoakum of the newly incor¬ 
porated city of Newark, Texas, congratulates Robert Brown, city 
marshal, and R. V. Baggett, city attorney, on their recent appoint¬ 
ments. Looking, on are Councilmen C. L. Willbanks, left, and F. E. 
Brown. All work at Convair FW. Willbanks, Baggett and F. E. 
Brown are in Dept. 50, Robert Brown in Dept. 43 and Yoakum in 
Dept. 27-9. 


Mayor and Four Other Officials 
Of Texas Town Are Convair Men 


When Mayor Lonie Yoakum 
has a session with his city coun¬ 
cil and city officials, they’re like¬ 
ly to discuss the needs of fast¬ 
growing little Newark, Texas. 

And again, they’re also likely 
to talk about Convair B-36s com¬ 
ing off the assembly lines at Fort 
Worth Division. 

Mayor Yoakum and four other 
officials of the newly incorpor¬ 
ated Texas town are all Convair 
employees, as are many other 
citizens in the community. 

City councilmen are C. L. Will- 
banks and F. E. Brown, both of 
Dept. 50. City marshal is Robert 
Brown, of Dept. 43, while city 
secretary is R. V. Baggett. 

Newark is located on the upper 
end of Eagle Mountain Lake 
about 20 miles northwest of the 
Convair FW plant. 

Until its incorporation recently, 
the city was just another small 
community depending partly on 
farming and ranching, but mostly 
on Convair and Marine Aircraft 


Co., a Convair sub-contractor. 

Now the city has all the ear¬ 
marks of a thriving municipality 
with prospects for bettering the 
lot of all its citizens. 

“I guess that something like 
40 or 50 of the 400 people in 
Newark work at Convair,” Mayor 
Yoakum says. “And practically 
all of them are affected by Con¬ 
vair one way or another.” 

City fathers and citizens of 
Newark have big plans for city 
improvements, including water 
and electricity. 

“We have a big job on our 
hands,” Yoakum says. “But the 
people are enthusiastic and we 
should be able to do a big job. 
The Convair payroll will help us 
pay the bills.” 


Plant 2 Gets 
T-29 Program 

A gradual shift of T-29 manu¬ 
facture from plant 1 to plant 2, 
at Convair San Diego, begun 
late this spring, gained momen¬ 
tum this week with the move of 
wing flat line operations. 

The move is gradual and ulti¬ 
mately Ben Hawk, SD chief in¬ 
dustrial engineer, expected to 
shift all T-29 major and sub-as- 
semly to plant 2. This will give 
more room to the T-29 program 
and also make space at plant 1 
for other Convair projects. 

Late this spring, the T-29 con¬ 
trol surfaces and wing sub-as¬ 
sembly was moved to plant 2 and 
recently the first T-29 wings were 
transported to plant 2 as they 
came out of the vertical bucks. 
The wing transfer is made on a 
large truck, using a fixture orig¬ 
inally built with model 340 wings 
in mind. 

Hawk indicated he hopes to 
start moving vertical wing bucks 
themselves in a few weeks. 

Sometime later, the shift of T- 
29 fuselage assembly will take 
place. 

Ultimately, with both wing and 
fuselage assembly centered at 
plant 2, these large components 
when completed will be trucked 
to plant l’s building 4 for final 
assembly and completion. The 
problems of transportation fix¬ 
tures are being worked out now. 


Kelley Appointed 
Assistant to Ryan 

James L. Kelley, veteran Con¬ 
vair executive who rejoined the 
company last November at San 
Diego, early this month was 
named assistant to R. O. Ryan, 
vice-president—Manufacturing. 

Kelley, a former San Diego 
Division manager, has been han¬ 
dling special assignments for SD 
Division Manager K. F. Leaman. 


B-36s and Other Air Force Bombers 
Competing in Annual Contest 



Well, we don’t have much fun 
. . but we make lots of money! 


Air Force B-36 crews flying 
from Carswell Air Force Base 
are “bombing” Dallas, Houston, 
Birmingham, and Oklahoma City 
this week. 

The “bombing,” Strategic Air 
Command sources explained, is 
part of the annual SAC bombing 
and navigation competition Aug. 
13 through 18. 

Competing are B-36 bombing 
crews, RB-36 reconnaissance 
crews, and bombing and recon¬ 
naissance crews flying three 
types of Air Force medium 
bombers. 

In addition to simulated bomb 
drops on the four cities, actual 
bombing missions will be made 
to AF bombing ranges. Recon¬ 
naissance crews will make similar 
missions. 


Purpose of the contest, among 
other things, is to test proficiency 
of the crews and to develop a 
keen competitive spirit among the 
various SAC crews. 

Bombing competition will be 
scored, judged and the winner 
determined on basis of results 
accomplished on four radar simu¬ 
lated bomb runs on radar-bomb¬ 
scoring targets, and three re¬ 
leases on bomb ranges by visual 
means. 

Navigation winners will be 
judged on basis of accomplish¬ 
ments on three night celestial 
navigation legs composed of two 
distance-off problems, and one 
control time problem. 

B-36s in the competition will 
stage from Carswell. Other 
planes will stage from MacDill 
AF Base. Tampa, Fla. 


Soil Broken at Pomona 
For New Missile Plant 


(Continued from Page 1) 
its vast stores of scientific and 
engineering knowledge to carry 
our missiles forward from the re¬ 
search stage toward the status 
of service weapons. 

“Convair is currently building 
some of these at their plant in 
San Diego and are refining the 
design constantly. . . . The plant 
here in Pomona is for quantity 
production.” 

Heading an almost full turnout 
of Convair top management was 
Floyd B. Odium, Convair board 
chairman, who stated: 

“In order to continue to live as 
free people . . . we must keep 
absolute control of the air above 
us and the approaches to our 
shores. 

“A substantial portion of that 
most important task is on the 
broad shoulders of our efficient 
and ever-alert Navy. It is our 
Navy which is building this 
guided missile plant. I, as chair¬ 
man of Convair, on behalf of all 
my fellow officers and employees, 
say that we are filled with pride 
and with deep thanks that Con¬ 
vair has been chosen by the Navy 
to supervise the building of this 
Pomona plant and thereafter 
operate it. 

“We have worked hard to be 
among the foremost in this new 
field of electronics and guided 


missiles—which even now in its 
full scope lies mostly beyond the 
horizon—in order to justify this 
mass production job.” 

Odium spoke of the present 
task as a “transition period,” and 
warned that too much must not 
be expected too soon from these 
“futuristic weapons,” advising 
continued current production of 
conventional aircraft in the 
meantime. 

Also taking part in the cere¬ 
mony were LaMotte T. Cohu, 
Convair president; Gage Irving, 
manager of the new division, and 
Navy, business and civic leaders 
from many points in southern 
California. A barbecue on the 
plant site followed the ceremonies. 


Steno Classes Will 
Start Aug. 20 at FW 

Classes for FW employees in¬ 
terested in training for steno¬ 
graphic work will open Aug. 20, 
according to R. B. Craig, training 
section supervisor. 

If enough apply, classes can be 
arranged at the plant for all 
shifts. Class work is on the em¬ 
ployees’ own time and cost is less 
than $25 for the 18-week course. 
Instructors are from Arlington 
I State College. 


Air Force B-36s Star as New Home 
Base Is Dedicated at Spokane 


Air Force B-36s themselves 
were the star performers last 
month at official ceremonies 
which dedicated Fairchild Air 
Force Base, Spokane, Wash., new 
home of those same B-36s. 

Ken Smith, Convair FW senior 
field engineer in charge of Con¬ 
vair field engineers at the base, 
reported that three B-36s led an 
aerial parade of 49 planes which 
passed in review during the cere¬ 
mony. 

On the same day, Fairchild re¬ 
ceived delivery of the first of the 
B-36s which will operate from 
there as Fifty-seventh Air Divi¬ 
sion craft. 

New name for the base, former¬ 
ly called Spokane AF Base, 

Suggestions Go Over 
2,000 at San Diego 

Since revival of the Suggestion 
Award and Cost Improvement 
Plan March 1 at Convair San 
Diego, more than 2,000 have been 
submitted, A. T. Seemann, vice 
chairman of the Employee Sug¬ 
gestion Committee, reported this 
week. 

Of those that have been proc¬ 
essed to date, approximately 23 
per cent were successful and have 
been accepted. 


honors Gen. Muir S. Fairchield, 
vice chief of staff of the Air 
Force until his death last year. 

Program included a welcome 
from‘Brig. Gen. C. J. Bondley Jr., 
commander of the Fifty-seventh 
Air Division; and remarks by 
Gen. Nathan F. Twining, who was 
introduced by Maj. Gen. Emmett 
(Rosy) O’Donnell Jr., commander 
of the Fifteenth Air Force. 

At the base officers’ club, Lt. 
Gen. Curtis LeMay, commanding 
general of Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand, officiated at unveiling of 
a portrait of Gen. Fairchild. 





Did you feel a bump? 














































































What Do You Do for 
Recreation? Try 
Page 3 for Size 



Vol. 4, No. 18 


Wednesday, August 29, 1951 


FT. WORTH EDITION 

☆ ☆ 

CONVAIRIETY 
depends on readers for 
tips on news. Phone ext. 5269 
with "the word." 



"VERY IMPRESSIVE"—Says Roswell L. Gilpatric, left, assistant secretary for air, materiel, to 
Maj. Joseph T. Reichal, Air Force director of flight test and acceptance at Convair FW, after ride 
aboard B-36 piloted by Reichal. 

Present B-36 Work to Set 
Pace for Future Prospect 

How well Convair folks build B-36s these days will be 
one of the most important factors in determining how 
many jobs will be available at Convair Fort Worth division 
in the years ahead. 


Shortages at 
Critical Point, 
Esenwein Says 

Convair FW division faces the heaviest schedule of 
B-36 deliveries in its history . . . and at a time when part 
shortages are more critical than at any time in the B-36 
program. 


Grid Price Cut 
For 'B-36 Night' 
at TCU Stadium 

Convair FW folks who like col¬ 
legiate football games but find 
the admission “tax” just a little 
steep, are likely to welcome an 
announcement made this week by 
Convair, the Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club and Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association. 

Under joint sponsorship of the 
three organizations, CRA has ac¬ 
quired a block of reserved seat 
tickets to the Sept. 22 night grid 
clash between the Texas Christian 
University Horned Frogs and the 
University of Kansas Jayhawkers. 

These tickets will be offered to 
Convair folks at a saving of $2 
per ticket. 

The ducats that normally sell 
for $3.60 each will be sold to 
Convair employees for $1.60 each 
during a special observance of 
“B-36 Night” at TCU’s Amon 
Carter stadium. 

All seats are located from the 
50-yard line north in the east 
stands and offer the best possible 
view of the game, says Amos 
(Continued on page 2) 


Bierman to Speak 
to FW Supervision 

Bernie Bierman, University of 
Minnesota athletic director, will 
be featured speaker at the Con¬ 
vair FW Management Club meet¬ 
ing Sept. 8, according to Ernie 
Costantino, club president. 

Appearing with Bierman at the 
“sports night” meeting will be 
L. R. (Dutch) Meyer, T.C.U. foot¬ 
ball coach; Amos Melton, T.C.U. 
athletic business manager, and 
Bud Sherman, WBAP-TV sports 
announcer. Ben Hogan also is 
expected. 

The dinner meeting will begin" 
at 6:30 p.m. in the east side 
plant cafeteria, according to W. 
E. Magnuson, program chairman. 
Refreshments will be. served be¬ 
ginning at 6 p.m. Special enter¬ 
tainment is being arranged. All 
those attending must present ID 
cards for admission. 


That was emphasized and 
underlined at FW this month 
during the visit of Roswell L. 
Gilpatric, assistant secretary for 
air-materiel. 

Employment at Convair FW 
obviously will be affected by the 
Air Force’s decision as to whether 
it will order production versions 
of the new swept-wing YB-60 
airplanes now being built in the 
development hangar. 

Gilpatric pointed out that there 
is a shortage of jet engines of the 
type going into the YB-60s, and 
into other aircraft which the Air 
Force has ordered from other 
contractors. 

It may become necessary for 
the Air Force to make a decision 
as to what bomber—the B-60 or 
some other plane made by another 
manufacturer—will receive the 
jet engines which are produced. 

If that decision must be made, 
Gilpatric pointed out, he will con¬ 
sider, among other things, two 
major factors: 

The performance of the air¬ 
planes competing for the con¬ 
tract; and the efficiency of the 
aircraft employees building the 
airplanes. 

“Thus,” commented B. G. Reed, 
Convair FW assistant division 
manager-operation, “we are writ¬ 
ing our own ticket right now on 
the road we’ll travel in the fu¬ 
ture: smooth going, or rough and 
rugged.” 

Gilpatric and his party were 
met by high ranking Air Force 
personnel, including Maj. Gen. 
C. S. Irvine, commanding 19th 
Air Division, Reed, and Night 
Manager H. C. Deckard. 

Air Materiel Command was 
represented by Col. Beverly H. 
Warren, commanding, southern 
procurement district; and Lt. Col. 
Columbus Savage, AF plant rep¬ 
resentative at FW division. 

Gilpatric made a complete in¬ 
spection of FW facilities before 
(Continued on page 2) 


Larson Goes Abroad 
For Aircraft Tour 

J. W. Larson, Convair FW chief 
engineer, left this week for 
abroad to attend the third inter¬ 
national conference of the Insti¬ 
tute of Aeronautical Sciences in 
Brighton, England. Afterwards 
Larson will tour aircraft fac¬ 
tories in England and Scotland 
and on the continent. 


A two-pronged campaign de¬ 
signed to improve the chances of 
Convair employees and members 
of their families to avoid injuries 
through accidents was announced 
at Convair FW this week. 

As announced by A. C. Esen¬ 
wein, division manager, the cam¬ 
paign will concentrate on safety 
in two ways: 

Safe practices while at Con¬ 
vair; and 

Safe driving practices to and 
from Convair—and at all other 
times. 

“If we’re successful,” Esenwein 
pointed out, “we’ll not only im¬ 
prove chances of Convair em¬ 
ployees to avoid accidents, we’ll 
also improve chances of thousands 
of other members of Convair 
families to escape accidents. 

“Every Convair family with 
children knows that this is im¬ 
portant . . . especially at this 
time when thousands of Fort 
Worth school children are soon 
going back to school.” 

Actual administration of the 
campaign, insofar as activities in 
the plant are concerned, will be 
handled by E. C. Costantino, 
president of Convair Management 


That was the sobering reminder 
this week from A. C. Esenwein, 
division manager, in the first 
issue of a new Supervisory News¬ 
letter which will go weekly to all 
supervisors at Convair FW. 

“The Air Force,” said Esen¬ 
wein, “wants these B-36s for the 
protection of our country in these 
days of uneasy peace and limited 
war. 

“To give the Air Force the 
B-36s it needs, we must have the 
parts to complete them. But we 
now have the most serious short¬ 
age problem in the history of the 
B-36 program.” 

Esenwein said that shortages 
can be whittled down if employees 
will— 

“Treat each part as if it were 
worth its weight in gold—as it 
well might be in event of all-out 
war. 

“Do your best to save any part 
that’s damaged. Get it reworked 
or repaired immediately. 

“If a part has to be scrapped, 
make sure that it’s covered by an 
RDR promptly so that a new part 
will be ordered immediately. 

“Be sure that you’re doing the 
work that is needed most—not 
the work that’s the easiest at the 
moment. 

“See that neither your time, nor 
time of a production machine, is 
wasted. Both are critical.” 

Esenwein concluded: 

“If each of us could prevent 
just one shortage a day, our 
shortage problem would gradually 
disappear. 

“Your jobs and my job would 
then be much smoother and 
easier. It’s twice as hard to catch 
up as it is to keep up.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


Club which is joining in sponsor¬ 
ship of the campaign, and Fred 
Temple, safety section supervisor. 

In the plant, plans call for the 
installation of a green light 
safety reminder in each depart¬ 
ment—each will be in plain view 
of all the department’s employees. 

So long as the department’s 
employees avoid disabling in¬ 
juries, the light will burn green. 

When there is a disabling acci¬ 
dent, the green light will go out. 
A red light will go on to notify 
all employees of the accident. 

The green light will burn again 
the next day—and until another 
disabling accident. 

At press time, detailed plans 
for the campaign had not been 
worked out. But Temple said that 
Convair and the Management 
Club will offer their assistance 
to the Fort Worth Safety Coun¬ 
cil and to the traffic section of 
the Fort Worth police department 
in an effort to do as much good 
as possible throughout the entire 
community. 

Meetings with officials of those 
two organizations to work out 
additional plans Were scheduled 
for this week. 


FW Depts. Vary 
m Their Rates 
of Attendance 

Good attendance at Convair FW 
—which all Convair families need 
to help make certain that their 
breadwinners bring home the pay 
checks in the years ahead—is 
squarely up to you, if you’re a 
Convair employee or the husband 
or wife of a Convair employee. 

This was clearly pointed out 
this week by Convair studies 
which showed that employees in 
three factory direct departments 
during one week in August made 
attendance records which were 
more than twice as high as those 
in three other such departments. 

Depts. 48 (fuel and oil tank 
sealing) and 61 (field operations) 
had 152 days of absence among 
950 employees and 142 absences 
among 891 employees, respective¬ 
ly. That gave them an absentee 
rate of 3.2 per cent. 

Dept. 81 (tool room and fix¬ 
tures) had 140 days of absences 
among 768 employees for a 3.6 
rate. 

In contrast were these de¬ 
partments : 

73 (sub-assembly) with 353 
absences among 840 employees 
for a 8.4 rate; 

74 (finishing) with 322 ab¬ 
sences among 803 employees 
for an 8.0 rate; and 

43 (bomb bay) with 484 ab¬ 
sences among 1,285 employees 
for a 7.5 rate. 

The fact that Convair employ¬ 
ees can and do make high attend¬ 
ance records is demonstrated dra¬ 
matically in the records set by 
Depts. 48, 61 and 81. 

Importance of an efficient 
operation on Convair FW’s pros- 
(Continued on page 2) 

Root Appointed 
Manager of PR 

Ned Root, manager of publicity 
for Lockheed Aircraft Corp., has 
been named manager of public 
relations for Convair, effective 
Sept. 1, Edward F. Jones, assis¬ 
tant to the president, announced 
last week. 

Hudson Phillips, an associate 
of Convair’s public relations coun¬ 
sel, H. A. Bruno & Associates, 
New York, has served as public 
relations director for Convair the 
past year. He will stay in San 
Diego as Convair account execu¬ 
tive for the Bruno organization. 

Before coming to Lockheed in 
January, 1951, Root was manag¬ 
ing editor of Air Force Magazine 
for five years. During his five 
and one-half years in the Air 
Force from 1941, he was a public 
information officer and holds a 
colonelcy in the reserve. 

Prior to World War II duty, 
Root held positions with the Los 
Angeles Herald Express and the 
San Francisco Examiner. 


Drive Opens to Increase 
Safety on Road, on Job 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective August 16: 

Dept. 3: To employee services super¬ 
visor, Bob Vollmer; to wage and salary 
supervisor, J. B. Brock. 

Dept. 4: To buyer B, R. M. Noble III; 
to material cont. assistant supervisor, 
H. A. Cole ; to production change analyst, 
T. N. Covin. 

Dept. 6: To design engineer, H. L. 
Panner, R. H. Snow, W. B. Bennett, 
F. H. Booth; to flight test engineer, M. 
P. Keating, H. T. Armstrong, R. Spero ; 
to aircraft maintenance specialist, E. D. 
Campbell, J. W. Parks, B. E'. Waugh, 

A. A. Grimes; to field engineer, R. H. 
Rountree; to design specialist, P. S. 
Eleven. 

Dept. 7: To development liaison man, 
T. R. Yarbrough. 

Dept. 8: To clerical group leader, G. 

D. Schneider; to industrial engineer as¬ 
sistant supervisor, D. L. Johnson, A. F. 
Gough. 

Dept. 12: To flight engineer, A. L. 
Hall, B. White. 

Dept. 22: To production cont. assist¬ 
ant foreman, B. T. Gill, D. Green. J. A. 
Moore, E. J. Sanstrom, T. C. Searcy, 

E. L. DeArment, E. H. Willoughby, E. 
J. Hamilton Jr., T. H. Gantt, W. P. 
Record, E. H. Clayton; to production 
control foreman, J. H. Herd Jr., T. W. 
Garrett, D. E. Mitchell; to production 
change analyst, R. L. Phipps; to pro¬ 
duction control assistant supervisor, C. 

B. Martin; to project coordinator, J. 
Andrews. 

Dept. 26: To buyer B, P. E. Gentry; 
to production change analyst, J. L. Good¬ 
win ; to buyer A, F. J. Wise ; to material 
cont. assistant supervisor, E. W. Lowe. 

Dept. 27: To inspection assistant su¬ 
pervisor, H. D. Lockaby, M. N. Gebhard. 

Dept. 30: To assistant foreman, L. D. 
Farquhar. 

Dept. 31: To assistant foreman, O. 
E. Green, J. W. Purl, M. F. Britt, G. 
W. Pegues. 

Dept. 44: To assistant foreman, E. E. 
Davis ; to foreman, J. P. Hedric. 

Dept. 45: To assistant foreman, G. L. 
Wilkins, G. Davis, O. W. Hill. 

Dept. 47: To foreman, H. D. Liming, 
O. D. McGraw. 

Dept. 61: To assistant foreman, C. L. 
Landers, G. F. Nobles, A. L. Brumley, 
M. B. York. 

Dept. 73: To assistant foreman, W. R. 
Whitehead, M. Razo. 

Dept. 74: To assistant foreman, G. 
M. Eskew, W. T. C. Hall. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

B. M. Weatherall, Dept. 27-6, wants 
ride to and from Dallas, corner Illinois 
and Westmoreland Streets on 7 to 3:45 
shift. Call ext. 2174 or Dallas Federal 
5613. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

Bright ideas on how to do their work 
better, quicker, easier, or more econom- 
i c a 1 1 y brought Employee Suggestion 
awards to Convair FW employees: 

Dept. 4: A. L. Stoneking, H. W. Nel¬ 
son. 

Dept. 6: E. Kinch. 

Dept. 9: A. H. Lindsay. 

Dept. 25: Jack B. Moore, J. A. 

rVvfltac! 

Dept. 27: M. E. Gerlach. 

Dept. 31: P. R. Deming, J. G. Cfis- 
well, E. J. Cunningham, W. E. Dooley, 
J. R. Brewer, C. A. Nolen, W. W. 
Little. 

Dept. 47: W. D. Pitts. 

Dept. 50: V. C. O. Knarr, F. E. 
Modgling, J. G. Bishop. 

Dept. 73: J. R. Trentham. 

Dept. 82: G. B. Day. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

CURE—Son, Steven Jay, 8 lbs. 13 oz., 
born August 18 to Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Cure, Dept. 4-5. 

KUTILEK—Son, Gary Paul, 6 lbs. 9 
oz., born August 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Kutilek, Dept. 6-4. 

PRICE—Son, John Milton, 7 lbs. V 2 
oz., born August 9 to Mr. and Mrs. C. 
L. Price, Dept. 6-9. 


Personals 

FORT WORTH 

LOST: Man’s wristwatch, gold case, 
stainless steel back, leather band; on 
August 11, about 3:45 p.m., between 
aisle column 40 clock and car. Watch 
was borrowed from jeweler while own¬ 
er’s was being repaired. Please return 
to Employee Services s;ection. Vernon 
Plunk, Dept. 82. 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3, F. F. Gignil- 
liat; Dept. 6, Dan Burton, D. IT. Mc¬ 
Cracken, J. D. Samuelson, R. L. Sulli¬ 
van ; Dept. 9, G. E. Coffman; Dept. 24, 
T. O. Ash, C. L. Gann; Dept. 27, J. 
H. Crouch, J. T. Howell, J. H. Lowery, 
J. D. McCaig, H. C. Graham Jr. ; Dept. 
45, M. T. Lloyd; Dept. 61, R. E. Brown, 
J. P. King; Dept. 64, D. W. Sanders, 
W. H. Sprinkle, W. C. Evans Jr., T. F. 
Mallon; Dept. 81, C. H. King, J. A. 
Stephenson, W. E. Stewart, W. D. 
Spears. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, H. A. Cole; 
Dept. 6, J. H. Roberts, Roger P. Scott; 
Dept. 9, H. L. McKeehan; Dept. 20, 
V. L. Holly ; Dept. 25, J. B. Anderson ; 
Dept. 27, F. R. Fory, J. E. Landwer- 
meyer, B. L. Thomas; Dept. 31, W. F. 
Kelly, T. C. Moseley, P. T. Tucker, G. 
G. Wallace; Dept. 43, D. B. Griggs, J. 
D. Stepp Jr. ; Dept. 44, W. E. Britt, 
M. L. Lowry, H. C. Patrick, M. R. 
Reese; Dept. 45, L. Burney. 

Dept. 46. J. P. Duke, F. W. Hall; 
Dept. 47, H. J. Harner, G. F. Jordan, 

R. P. Worcester, J. V. Campbell ; Dept. 
48, T. L. Gibson, R. P. Thompson ; Dept. 
61, I. L. Walraven; Dept.65, G. U. Go- 
ben, H. F. Madewell, R. K. Walker, 
J. T. Hathcock, V. F. Jones, G. H. 
Light, C. M. Petty, K. R. Sanders, W. 

S. Tumpaugh Jr. ; Dept. 73, J. M. Ille, 
D. W. Short; Dept. 81, R. F. Howell, 
J. H. Thomas; Dept. 82, M. H. Mc¬ 
Dowell, F. W. Moore. 


Band Musicians 
Sought at FW 

Wanta join a band? 

If you can play any sort of 
musical instrument and are inter¬ 
ested in playing with a group for 
the fun of it, then M. W. Widener, 
CRA band commissioner at Con¬ 
vair FW, is looking for you. 

The first CRA band rehearsal 
of the winter season is slated for 
8 p.m., Sept. 4, at Ridglea CRA 
Center, 6801 Camp Bowie, accord¬ 
ing to Widener. 

“We are not looking for strict¬ 
ly professional bandsmen,” says 
Widener. “We would like to have 
a 30 or 40-piece band to play for 
CRA events, parties and other 
occasions.” 

Widener points out that musi¬ 
cians who play lower brasses, 
reeds and other instruments are 
needed. 

Music, stands, reeds and ex¬ 
pendable items will be furnished 
by CRA, according to Widener. 

Interested musicians were ask¬ 
ed to attend the first rehearsal 
meeting or to contact CRA, ext. 
5141 for information about the 
band. 


'Chuck Wagon' Planned For Use 
on Convair SD Reid Jaunts 


A “CRA Chuck Wagon” mod¬ 
ern style was under considera¬ 
tion this week at San Diego. 


He pointed out that San Diego 
has such a variety of recreation 
areas that a “wheeled kitchen” 




(Continued from Page 1) 
going to the field operations area 
to board a new B-36D for a flight. 

The plane was piloted by Maj. 
Joseph Reichal, AF director of 
flight test and acceptance at FW. 

After the hour-long demonstra¬ 
tion, Gilpatric commented that 
he was “quite pleased” with his 
inspection of the FW division, 
and “impressed” during the 
flight of the B-36. 

Gilpatric was accompanied by 
H. B. Boyer, chairman of the air¬ 
craft production board of the Na¬ 
tional Production Administration; 
Maj. Gen. Carl Brandt, deputy to 
Lt. Gen. Orval Cook, Air Force 
chief of staff for materiel; Joseph 
Imirie, deputy to Gilpatric for 
materiel programs; and Col. John 
Bell, executive to Gilpatric. 


GET ID CARDS—S. E. Thomas, right, of Fort Worth CAA 
office, prepares airmen's ID card for T. M. White as D. W. James, 
S. F. Lewiecki and others look on. Through arrangements made by 
Employee Services section, CAA man spent two days at plant 
aiding airmen in getting new ID cards. 


FW Depts. Vary 
in Their Rates 


15 CONVAIR YEARS—C. A. Heim, right, began his 16th year 
with Convair recently after receiving his 15-year service pin from 
FW Division Manager A. C. Esenwein. 

Convair's 30,000 Go a Month 
Without Disabling Accident 

Convair FW employees in Au- 


of Attendance 

(Continued from Page 1) 
pects for contracts to produce 
additional airplanes in the future 
was brought out this week by 
A. C. Esenwein, division man¬ 
ager. Without additional con¬ 
tracts, Convair sooner or later 
will come to the end of the B-36 
program and be forced to lay off 
employees for lack of work. Thus, 
employees themselves by their at¬ 
tendance on the job are helping 
to determine the future of their 
own jobs. 

And husbands and wives of 
Convair employees, likewise, af¬ 
fect that future in the same fash¬ 
ion depending upon whether they 
help see that the family bread¬ 
winner gets to the job every day. 


Grid Price Cut 
For 11-36 Night' 
at TCU Stadium 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Melton, TCU business manager of 
athletics. 

“B-36 Night” at TCU will fea¬ 
ture special attractions dedicated 
to the Convair-built B-36 and air¬ 
men who fly them and will star 
the famed Horned Frog band and 
other units. 

The gridiron attraction opens 
the season for both elevens. 

The Horned Frogs are consider¬ 
ed dark horses in the tough 
Southwest Conference, while the 
Jayhawkers are strongly backed 
to place high in the big seven 
conference. 

The special tickets went on 
sale Tuesday at CRA office and 
may be purchased during rest 
periods, lunch periods, before and 
after shift changes. Department 
clerks may also obtain tickets for 
employees in their departments. 


gust completed the best safety 
record in five years . . . and then 
ended it suddenly when a squar¬ 
ing shear knife went through one 
of the operators fingers. 

On Aug. 22, the plant com¬ 
pleted 30 consecutive days with¬ 
out a disabling injury on the job 
to any of its more than 30,000 
employees. 

“In man hours worked, that’s a 
total of 5,608,573, a record of 
which any industrial operation 
might be proud,” said Fred Tem¬ 
ple, safety section supervisor. 

The disabling injury-free pe¬ 
riod began at 8:45 a.m., July 23. 
It ended at exactly 2:15 p.m., on 


Aug. 22. That’s when the squar¬ 
ing shear operator got his finger 
under the knife. The accident re¬ 
sulted in a fracture of the bone, 
and the cutting of two tendons. 

The 30-day record was the best 
set at Convair FW since 1946, 
when a 39-day record was estab¬ 
lished. However, there were only 
a few thousand people at work at 
that time, and the total man 
hours worked was only 2,167,000. 
This is less than half the total 
worked in the 30-day period. 


Life is short enough as it is. 
Remember safety rules at work 
and at home. 


Future Depends 
on Present Job 


Noting the success at such 
functions as the annual Rock- 
hound Hamburger Fry of a 
traveling rig owned by Whitney 
Hines (CONVAIRIETY, Aug. 
15), CRA is studying the possi¬ 
bilities of larger equipment which 
can be loaned out for various 
activities. 

“We feel a trailer equipped 
with cooking facilities and refrig¬ 
eration would be of considerable 
benefit to almost all of our 
activities, as well as to various 
departments when they hold pic¬ 
nics,” Claude Bissell, CRA presi¬ 
dent, said. 


is of far greater value than any 
stationary equipment would be. 

“Then activities can use it for 
beach parties or mountain par¬ 
ties!” he added. 

CRA is tentatively considering 
a trailer complete with water 
tanks, grill, refrigerator and all 
equipment necessary for hambur¬ 
ger, hot dog or short order pro¬ 
duction on a semi-mass basis. In 
event the project materializes, 
CRA probably would buy a trailer 
and members would adapt it to 
CRA’s needs. 
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Letter Will Report 
New Plans, Policies 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The Supervisory Newsletter, 
Esenwein said, will be issued to 
keep supervisors better informed. 
They, in turn, then may keep all 
employees better informed. 

It will tell of new plans, new 
policies, new programs, new pro¬ 
cedures, organization changes and 
so on. 


Plant Net Tourney 
Draws 45 Players 

Some 45 tennis hopefuls at 
Convair FW launched their bid 
for the CRA plant-wide title last 
week in a tournament slated to 
run four weeks. 

Matches will be played on Tues¬ 
day, Wednesday and Thursday 
nights of each week at Forest 
Park, according to Fred Brown, 
CRA tennis commissioner. 



WHOA, THERE!—Convair Guard L. M. Downey tried to be 
stern, but couldn't suppress smile as this six-week-old spaniel 
walked importantly into Convair FW lobby one day last week wear¬ 
ing, a striped button. Investigation revealed that mother dog had 
been killed by an auto. Pup was given home by Dot Bergen, 
Dept. 27-0. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—M. W. Widener, commissioner, ext. 3254. Band rehearsal, 8 n.m. 
Sept. 4 and 11, Ridglea ORA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday League. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Home SU-6921. Basket¬ 
ball to start in November. 

BEACH CLUB—R. R. Gorton, commissioner, ext. 4206. CRA Beach Club 
at Lakeside Park, Eagle Mountain Lake. Swimming and picnicking. Admission 
free to Convair employees showing ID card, and to persons accompanying them. 
Admission free to other personnel on duty at Convair FW if they will obtain free 
CRA beach card by applying to E. G. Crosier, employee services section, ext. 5141. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. Winter bowling leagues now being formed. Need 
500 bowlers on all shifts. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club 
meetings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB— Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Instruction classes, 
7:30 p.m. every other Monday. Second shift Camera Club chairman A. L Green 
ext. 4215. Regular meeting Sept. 3. Watch bulletin board for changes because 
of Labor Day weekend. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Mon¬ 
day, Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R and 
Col. 119C. Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 a.m. Dept. 
31 (spot weld section). 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Adult acting class, 8 p.m. 
Mondays, CRA Center; directing class, 8 p.m. Tuesdays, CRA Center; children’s 
acting class, 10 a.m. Saturdays. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. New quarterly fishing con¬ 
test now under way. Prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Register weight of fish caught at Employee 
Services section. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tues¬ 
day, Rockwood Park Slab. Beginners class, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m., advanced 8-15 
to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Golf instruction Monday through 
Saturday, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Friday; 9 lo 
10 a.m. Saturdays. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plant play-offs Aug. 
29 and Sept. 12 during lunch hours at 50-foot aisle. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—Roy Jarl, commissioner, ext. 5141. All-star little leagues 
team now competing in state play-offs. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednes¬ 
day 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regu¬ 
lar meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of 
each month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp 
Bcwie Blvd. 

RIDING CLUB—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. CRA Riding Stable is 
located behind Wiil Rogers Coliseum. Rental horses available for CRA members 
at 50 cents an hour. For information on riding classes, contact Edith Weitzman, 
ext. 5296. 


ROPING—Jimmy Shackleford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin 
Arena, 2600 Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9 :30 p.m. for first shift; 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shift. All shifts, 
Sunday at 2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6820. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation building, 18th and Herrington Streets. Beginners 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Second shift, each Wednesday, Northside 
Recreation building, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair 
Stamp Club, 7:45 p.m. Sept. 4, Will Rogers CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Open tennis, 6 :30 to 10 p.m., 
Forest Park, Aug. 29 and 30; Sept. 4, 5 and 6; and Sept. 11 and 12. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauernmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. 


Convair Children to Trod Boards 
Next Month in Acting Class Play 


Something new is in store for 
Convair FW employees and their 
families next month. That’s when 
students in the CRA children’s 
acting class will present their 
first play, “The Hole in the Sock.” 

A two-act fantasy, the produc¬ 
tion will offer the 10 to 16-year- 
old drama students an opportun¬ 
ity to demonstrate what they 
have accomplished since the 
course began last July. 

The play is directed by Lou 
Keay, Dept. 4. Instead of a con¬ 
ventional stage, the production 
will be “in the round,” with the 
audience seated on all sides of 
the actors. 

“Very few children’s plays have 
been presented in this manner,” 
Mrs. Keay says. 

“It is one of the best mediums 
for young people,” she adds. 
“Not only does it bring the chil¬ 


dren closer to the audience, but 
staging is simpler.” 

Since the class began, students 
have learned pantomime, drama 
techniques, concentration, imagi¬ 
nation and observation. They’ve 
also studied stage fundamentals 
including posture, walking, sit¬ 
ting, turns and falls. 

Mrs. Keay is experienced in 
children’s theater work. While a 
student at T.S.C.W., she directed 
several children’s plays and later 
taught dramatics at a summer 
camp in Maine. 

Members of the cast are Ed¬ 
ward Lizarraras, Jan Gignilliat, 
Joann Martin, Sally Lizarraras, 
Linda Craugh, Terry Smith, Ann 
Holley, Gay Schuchard and Bar¬ 
bara Brown. In the chorus will 
be Virginia and Tony Johnson, 
Nancy Rothacker and Glenda 
Self. 


FW Casting Nears Completion 
in Drama Club Broadway Hit 

With casting nearly complete of a 


for the first CRA Wing and 
Masque play this fall, rehearsals 
will begin Sept. 14, Drama Com¬ 
missioner Stan Brown reports. 

The Broadway hit, “Mr. Barry’s 
Etchings,” has been chosen to 
open the 1951-52 season, Brown 
says. The comedy opened on 
Broadway in January, 1950, and 
was voted among the 10 best 
plays that year. 

Directing the production will 
be Jerry Ratliff, Dept. 27. Rat¬ 
liff holds an MA degree in drama 
from Baylor University, and is 
a veteran of little theater work. 

The play relates the experiences 


whimsical character who, 
without criminal intent, became 
a counterfeiter. Because he dis¬ 
liked the expression on General 
Grant’s face which appears on 
authentic $50 bills, Mr. Barry 
made his own “etchings” or 
plates. With these he printed 
counterfeit money identical to 
real bills, except for a more 
pleasing look on the general’s 
face. 

Seven or eight productions are 
scheduled this year, Brown says. 
Remainder of the plays are still 
under consideration by the play 
reading and executive committees. 
Selections and production dates 
will be announced soon. 


Voices Sought 
by Choral Club 

R. D. Cantrell, CRA choral 
commissioner, hung out the “help 
wanted” sign this week at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

Cantrell is seeking Convair 
folks who like to sing and who 
would enjoy taking part in CRA 
choral club activities this fall. 

“We are looking for folks who 
like to sing,” Cantrell says. 
“Music education or training 
helps, but is not essential for 
joining the choral club.” 

First meeting of the choral 
group will be held the first part 
of September and rehearsals will 
be arranged after that date. 

Cantrell asks that all interested 
persons contact CRA, ext. 5141, 
so that they may be notified of 
the meeting date. 

Several programs will be in¬ 
cluded in the fall work of the 
group, including CRA events, 
parties and possibly outside 
events, according to Cantrell. 


Dove Season Lasts 
Sept. 1 to Oct. 10 

For the information of nimrods 
at Convair FW who like to hunt 
mourning doves, R. D. Jones, 
CRA hunting commissioner, 
points out the following changes 
in hunting regulations: 

The season opens at noon Sept. 
1 and runs through Oct. 10. Doves 
can be shot only after 12 noon. 



MR. & MISS CONTRACTS—"Miss Contracts," Claudia Stan¬ 
ford, pins "Mr. Contracts" ribbon on Leonard Roe after both had 
been named at departmental picnic held by FW division con¬ 
tracts department. Claudia will take part in CRA beauty contest. 
Leonard retired with his title. 




Over Dozen Candidates For 


ConvairBeauty Crown Named 


Convair FW was busy this 
week turning out two kinds of 
beauties. Departments were busy 
rolling B-36s off the assembly 
line during their working hours 
and equally busy naming depart¬ 
mental candidates for the CRA 
beauty contest in their off hours. 

Thirteen candidates had been 
named by departments at CON¬ 
VAIRIETY press time and sev¬ 
eral departments were in the 
process of selecting representa¬ 
tives. 

Official deadline for entries 
was Aug. 25, but several depart¬ 
ments have been extended addi¬ 
tional time in which to name their 
contestants, according to A. J. 
Baskin, contest chairman. 

Many departments combined 
the selection of a contestant with 
departmental picnics and parties. 

Tooling held a combination 
beauty contest and barbecue at 
Lake Worth Boat and Ski Club 
Aug. 19 and selected Mary Ruth 
Brown from a field of six candi¬ 
dates to enter the contest. 

Inspection department named a 
panel of judges to select its can¬ 
didates from photographs. 

Industrial Relations and Sub- 
assembly departments scheduled 
picnics last week-end and were 
due to name candidates during 
the festivities. 

Claudia Stanford was named 
“Miss Contracts” by the Con¬ 
tracts department at their annual 
picnic at Burger’s lake. 

Dept. 43 has notified Baskin 
that they plan to sponsor an 


entry in the contest and will name 
their selection prior to the dead¬ 
line. 

The date for the plant-wide 
contest has not been set definite¬ 
ly because of construction work 
being done at Will Rogers CRA 
center. However, Baskin indi¬ 
cated that the contest, held in 
conjunction with a plant-wide 
dance, would come off probably 
the last week in September. 

The dance is being sponsored 
by the CRA bowlers to raise 
funds to send several bowling 
teams to the American Bowling 
Congress national tournament in 
Milwaukee next spring. 

The title of “Miss Convair” will 
go to the winner of the plant¬ 
wide tournament. First prize will 
be an all-expense paid trip to 
Milwaukee or $100 in cash. Ad¬ 
ditional prizes will be awarded 
other contestants. 

Contestants entered include: 
Virginia Huffine, Dept. 26-2; 
Wanda Van Sickle, Dept. 47; 
Jacque Nunley, Dept. 6; Jane 
Stanley, Dept. 4; Carol Rhode, 
Dept. 25; Mary Ellen Hoagland, 
Dept. 22; Jonnie Stanford, Dept. 
65; Valera O’Neal, Dept. 31-2; 
Marie Fay Johnson, Dept. 44; 
Betty Thompson, Dept. 14; Clau¬ 
dia Stanford, Dept. 11; Dorothy 
Crow, Dept. 31, second shift; 
Mary Ruth Brown, Dept. 24. 


CONTENDER—Certain to be 
in top flight is Mary Ruth Brown, 
Tooling entry in beauty race. 


Convair Night at 
Park a Sellout 


Convair FW baseball fans turn¬ 
ed out in large numbers last week 
to witness a doubleheader base¬ 
ball attraction and to celebrate 
“Convair Night” at LaGrave 
Field. 

CRA purchased a block of 1,000 
general admission ducats that sell 
for $1 each and offered them to 
employees at 50 cents each. 

The entire block of tickets was 
sold prior to game time Aug. 20, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president. 

The main attraction of the 
night, a Texas League game be¬ 
tween the Fort Worth Cats and 
the San Antonio Missions, ended 
on the gloomy side, with the 
Padres winning a 6-3 victory. 


NO LOST ART—Texas hasn't lost its art of producing beautiful 
girls. Left to right are Dorothy Crow (Dept. 31), Lola Marie Morgan 
(Dept. 27), Jonnie Stanford (Dept. 65). Betty Thompson (Dept. 14). 
They are CRA beauty winners. 
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IRON CURTAIN CALLING CARDS—Jumbled together are samples of "proof" Convair SD 
radio hams have contacted hams abroad. All these are from operators behind "iron curtain" in 
USSR or satellite countries. (Hams try to outdo each other in designing novel cards. Some are print¬ 
ed in several colors.) Cards are exchanged by mail with confirming data on contact. 

With a Dit ...Da 


Pampered Pelts 


Worth 'Weight in Gold/ Chinchillas 
Live in Air Conditioned Luxury 


It’s a “fur piece” from one 
chinchilla to a full-length coat. 
But J. L. Kleinecke, Industrial 
Security guard at Convair FW, is 
off to a good start with eight 
very-much-alive pelts. 

He’s been in the chinchilla busi¬ 
ness just 15 months. But in that 
time his herd has grown from one 
pair to eight animals—from a 
$1,500 investment to $6,000. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
these are sturdy little animals. 

“They require only a few min¬ 
utes’ care each day,” he says. 

Kleinecke houses them in pens 
similar to rabbit hutches but 
nicer and more convenient.” A 
refrigerated air-conditioning unit 
keeps the temperature between 60 
and 70 degrees in the 12 x 24-foot 
building. 

Chinchillas are so small that 
a full-length coat requires from 
230 to 240 pelts. And such a coat 
costs well over $100,000, Klein¬ 
ecke said. 

“In fact, I understand there are 
only nine Chinchilla coats in the 
world—one of which Rita Hay¬ 
worth owns,” he adds. 

To prove the durability of the 
skins, Kleinecke tells of one coat 
in Europe that’s over 100 years 


old and is still in good condition. 

Chinchillas are playful and af¬ 
fectionate, usually sleep all day 
and eat in the evening. Kleinecke 
says they are odorless and do not 
attract fleas or lice. 

“Their fur is too thick to har¬ 
bor pests,” the breeder pointed 
out. “Where the hair grows out 
of the skin, the individual strand 
branches 75 or 85 ways!” 

These are visible to the naked 
eye, but can be seen much better 
through a mircroscope. 

Chinchillas have several pecu¬ 
liar traits. The young are born 
with their eyes open, a complete 
set of teeth and a full coat of fur. 
They start romping and playing 
about three hours after birth. 

Males weigh about a pound, 
while females average 18 to 28 
ounces. Although they don’t 
reach full growth until a year, 
they may be mated when five to 
six months old. 

“They become very attached to 
their mates,” Kleinecke says. “If 
one of the pair dies, it’s some¬ 
times difficult to remate them.” 

Kleinecke is partner in the 
ranch with his sons, Bill, a rail¬ 
way mail clerk, and J. L., Jr., a 
commercial artist. 


TOP DOG—Theo Linhart (W- 
6LMV) of San Diego is undispu¬ 
ted top man among Convair DX 
hams, with 176 foreign country 
confirmations. Like others, he 
has been in game 20 years. 


WEARING "CANS" — Lee 
Sheridan, one of Convair SD's 
'long distance" radio hams, 
ihown wearing headset. Lee has 
:ontacted hams in 150 different 
:ountries and can prove it! His 
:all is W60BD. 


THIS IS W6QNM — Frank 
temper, another Convair DX 
lam who has 118 contacts 
ibroad confirmed, seldom uses 
leadset but consented to pose 
vith one. 


SD Hams Hunt 'Game' Everywhere, 
Even Behind the Iron Curtain 

Three Convair SD men have pierced the “iron curtain” so many 
times there is no longer any novelty to it. 

They are Frank Kemper (Electronics and Armament), Lee Sheri¬ 
dan (Experimental Flight), and Theo. Linhart (Electronics and 
Guidance). The trio belongs to a small but fiercely competitive 
group of radio hams whose main object is to contact hams in 
foreign countries, the more remote the better. 

They are a suspicious tribe, too, 
and insist, that contacts be con¬ 
firmed by written proof. 

“Unlike voice communicators 
who chat with each other 
around the U. S. just for the 
fun of it, we are choosey and 
ignore signals unless they come 
from an area new to us,” Sheri¬ 
dan explained. “Because of the 
great distances involved, and 
language difficulties, we use 
code.” 

By international agreement, the 
first letter of a ham’s call sign 
indicates his country. A call 
starting with U automatically 
means the Soviet Union, one 
beginning with W means the 
U. S., while those with Z indi¬ 
cate certain British Common¬ 
wealth nations. 

While most of the world meets 
opposition in free communication 
with Russia or her satellites, 

Convair’s DX (long distance) 
hams and their brethren do the 
trick as casually as calling the 
corner drug store. 

“Sure, we talk to Russians, 

Hungarians, Czechs, Poles and 
so on all the time,” Sheridan 
said. “We don’t talk politics, 
however. Usually it’s about our 
equipment or chit chat about 
our families. Just bits of per¬ 
sonal data, such as a Russian 
telling me his two-year-old 
daughter can’t walk but can ski 
and so he lets her wear skis 
in the house so she won’t fall!” 

One of Sheridan’s best contacts 
is a Russian official who has a 
railway coach assigned to him on 
the Trans-Siberian railroad. He 
is an inspector of lighthouses and 
radio navigational equipment. 

Russian operators almost all 
speak English, Sheridan says, and 
are second only to U. S. hams in 
technical skill. 

Of the approximately 100,000 
radio hams in the world, three- 
fourths are in the U. S. So when 
a “fat bird” (meaning a ham call¬ 
ing from some very remote local¬ 
ity) comes on the air there is hot 
competition among Americans to 
make the contact. 

“To my knowledge there are 
just two hams in Tibet. Of 
course, it’s quite a plum to latch 
onto one of them,” Kemper ex¬ 
plained. “Those who have made 
the grade can say they belong to 


the TWA Club, the ‘Tibet Work¬ 
ers of America!’ ” 

A ham needs proof of contact, 
however, and so each DX opera¬ 
tor has a card carrying station 
identification. These are ex¬ 
changed by mail with confirming 
data. Some of the cards are 
unique and done in several colors, 
usually with illustrations iden¬ 
tifying the country or locality. 

Cards and postage cost money, 
so it sometimes takes special in¬ 
ducements. DX hams go to great 
lengths to get them. Sheridan 
once sent a personal letter along 
with photographs of himself and 
equipment to spur a ham in As- 
terabad, Iran, into complying. 
Also, he tries little tricks to make 
his station stand apart, such as 
greetings in the language of the 
ham he is trying to impress. 

Sometimes confirmation is slow 
in coming, too. One ham who 
made a precious contact in Tibet 
was seven years waiting for a 
card! That was because of Tibet’s 
primitive mail system. 

Chief drawback to DX is it is 
hard on home life. Wives are 
inclined to take a dim view of 
spouses who glue themselves to 
their equipment for hours on end, 
So dim, in fact, that some “radio 
widows” have been known to 
sabotage their husbands’ radio 
sets! 


WEIGHING IN—J. L. Kleinecke, guard at Convair FW, keeps 
a watchful eye on his inquisitive two-months-old chinchilla while 
checking weight of another. On the left are nesting pens. 


Drafting Students 'Create' Own 
Plane While Learning at SD 


An idea borrowed from Henry 
Ford is adding novel interest to 
drafting classes at Convair SD. 

It is customary for students to 
work over designs of standard 
airplanes as they learn the drafts¬ 
man’s art, usually planes that 
Convair has built or is building. 
However, when C. F. McMenamy 
of Engineering was handed the 
assignment of teaching a class 
last June he remembered a stunt 
that Ford had used with students 
at Willow Run and before that in 
the automobile business. 

“With a bit of guidance from 
the instructor, we let the students 
choose their own plane design. 
The first class worked up plans 
for a pusher-type plane with twin 
boom tail . . . the next class chose 
a swept wing jet fighter,” Mc¬ 
Menamy reported. 


A PLANE IS BORN—Wilford A. Swanson, left, and Richard A. 
Auclair, hold "brain children" of students in their drafting classes 
at Convair SD. They made models on own hook, after helping 
work up plans as part of drafting class. 


Thereafter, the course is built 
around that plane design with 
students doing the same kind of 
work as in an ordinary class, ex¬ 
cept that they are working with 
added incentive because the plane 
is their own. 

Wilford A. Swanson, formerly 
of Dept. 406 and transferred to 
Engineering after completing his 
drafting course, carried the idea 
even further. Curious to see what 
the pusher-type plane would be 
like in model form, he built one 
in leisure hours. His counterpart 
in the second class was Richard 
A. Auclair (also formerly of 
Dept. 406 and now in Dept. 6), 
who also carried his class’s plane 
into model form. 

Convair’s first class in draft¬ 
ing, in which employees receive 
their rate of current pay while 
going to school, graduated 24 stu¬ 
dents on June 22. The second 
class of 41 students was gradu¬ 
ated July 20. The third class got 
under way Aug. 20. 

The course takes four weeks 
with eight hours of class five 
days a week. McMenamy said 
that students who have had 
practical shop experience show 
greater aptitude. Applicants 
must be high school graduates 
and meet other educational re¬ 
quirements. Information can be 
obtained through the Training 
Section at SD, ext. 491. 


FAREWELL PARTY 

Dept. 22 SD members Aug. 17 
held a farewell party for James 
O’Toole, dispatcher, who is leav¬ 
ing the company to enter pub¬ 
licity work in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
O’Toole, with Convair about a 
year, was presented with a lighter 
as a farewell gift. 
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Wing and Fuselage Join to Form Prototype of New Model 340 
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In space of a few hours Aug,. I I at Convair San Diego the prototype for new 
model 340 Convair-Liner became an airplane. At 6 a.m. when Plant Engineering 
and Transportation crews went to work wing was in one building, fuselage in an¬ 


other. By mid-morning they were together. In aircraft business this is called 
"mating." Photo above shows prototype after initial work of fastening wing and 
fuselage together. 



As fuselage was lifted into air by crane it gave vague impression of a silvery 
blimp drifting in slow motion. It seemed to float as crane operator skillfully 
maneuvered and then lowered away. It was a snug fit but a successful one. On 
sidelines were most of key men in 340 program, trying not to appear concerned 


but all looking like expectant fathers—or mothers. R. W. Peters of Tool Planning 
remarked: "Everybody shows up for the first one; but after that nobody pays 
much attention . . Photo sequence shows stages of mating. All were taken in 
space of comparatively few minutes. 



"Take it eeeeeasy!" 
harles Wallman, In¬ 
spection general super¬ 
visor, seems to worry to 
himself at crucial point. 
During mating he mop¬ 
ped brow, chewed nails. 


Calmer on outside than on inside (you can 
bet!) are these watchers during mating. In 
background, left to right, J. M. Rogers, general 
foreman, G. D. McVicker, 340 project manager, 
Supt. J. P. Hopman, R. W. Peters, Tool Plan¬ 
ning general supervisor. In foreground, M. L. 
Merritt and Paul Kessler, Plant Engineering. 


Studying tight fit are John Glenn 
(Dept. 47 foreman) and Kessler as 
Glenn arranges scrap skin used as 
buffer during mating to prevent 
damage to wing or fuselage. Glenn 
was in direct charge of mating oper¬ 
ation. 


Engineers were on hand for mating, too. Left to 
right, R. R. Hoover, project engineer, H. J. Richard¬ 
son, design group engineer, J. B. Harter, design en¬ 
gineer, J. L. Wainwright, senior design group en¬ 
gineer. These men also were "sweating it out" 
during prototype mating operation. 



Moving model 340 wing to mating 
rendezvous was no small task in itself. 
Here wing is being lifted by overhead 
crane as first step in trip through air to 
southern end of building. 


Guiding wing onto trailer are Lloyd 
Teague and M. L. (Spike) Merritt of Plant 
Engineering as Paul Kessler (Plant Engi¬ 
neering) and H. G. Griffin (340 Wing) 
watch apprehensively. 


It was a tight squeeze as wing left build¬ 
ing 3 and doors of building 2 were opened 
to give extra clearance. Cradle on trailer 
was specially built for this and later wing 
jobs. 


It's plain sailing once truck and 
wing are clear, however, and with R. 
W. Tate of Transportation at wheel, 
truck heads for building 2 and its 
new location. 
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Out-of-Sfaters 


Need Texas Tags 

Convair FW employees driving 
cars with out-of-state license 
plates are reminded that under 
a new state law only two days 
remain in which to buy Texas 
tags without paying a $15 fee. 

The additional $15 fee will be 
charged for all Texas licenses 
bought on or after Sept. 1 for 
cars bearing out-of-state licenses. 

“If you wait until Sept. 1 to 
buy Texas tags you will be re¬ 
quired to pay the $15 fee in addi¬ 
tion to the regular registration 
for your car,” warns Reed Stew¬ 
art, Tarrant county assessor-col¬ 
lector. 


STARR-Y EYED—Ray Knox (FW Dept. 4-5) gets that dreamy 
look when Kay Starr's voice comes over air or off a record, for he 
remembers when this picture was taken at Las Vegas. Knox met 
top U. S. blues singer wherj he was working, in hotel there, also 
hob-nobbed with other celebrities, Hank Henry, Lube Maline, 
Bernice Parks, etc. 

Safety Committeemen Hear 'Well Done" at SD 
as End of Their Terms in Office Nears 


PENNIES FOR POLIO—Back in March C. D. Horton, left, E. 
E. Kay and other members of tool liaison at Convair FW started 
collecting pennies to turn over to polio fund. At last counting, the* 
had $10.32 ready to turn in before beginning another collectic 
campaign! 


CLASS PICTURE—Morning session of mechanics class taught 
by Convair Service Representative E. J. Griffin at Addis Ababa 
line up for photo. Standing, left to right, Griffin, Worku Gawatu, 
Yigzaw Rustu, Makonnen Belatchew, Lijiam Sengal, Teferra Wolde- 
sadik, Yohanis Bekele, Adly Barsoum. Front row, Wolbcmariam 
Woldemikael, Talahune Bulie, David Martin, Teferra Zelleka, Abebe 
Indeshaw, Kassai Abbai, Yohanis Haile, Abrana Kelit. Vacations 
prevented a number from being present at class picture. 

New Jet Engine Test Stand, Among Few 
of Kind in U.S., Nearing Completion 

A new jet engine test stand, 
one of the few of its kind in the 


More than 150 of Convair SD’s 
approximately 200 Workmen’s 
Safety Committee members at¬ 
tended a luncheon dinner recently 
marking the end of their four- 
month terms of service. 

“Your work has been of great 
importance not only to the com¬ 
pany but to your fellow Convair 
men and women,” Dick Wilkens, 
manager of Industrial Relations, 


said in expressing appreciation 
for their efforts. 

The committee members’ terms 
in office will expire soon and new 
members will be appointed next 
month to continue. 

“Although no longer active 
committee members, I am sure 
you will continue to take the lead 
in advocating safer and safer 
methods for all Convair,” Wilkens 
added. 


Licenses may be obtained at 
the county courthouse. Convair 
employees unable to obtain them 
on their own time may apply at 
the Employee Services section for 
assistance. 


Identification Cards 
Required of Airmen 

Holders of Airman Certificates 
have until Sept. 1 (Saturday) to 
obtain identification cards or use 
of their certificates becomes a 
CAA violation. 

Identification cards at San 
Diego may be obtained at the 
CAA office at Lindbergh Field, 
which is open Mondays through 
Fridays, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Re¬ 
quirements include presentation 
of birth certificate, two photo¬ 
graphs full face without a hat, 
presentation of any certificate 
held by the applicant. Those af¬ 
fected at Convair SD involve air¬ 
craft and engine mechanics, 
pilots, radio operators, etc., esti¬ 
mated at more than 200. 


Finder Told to Keep 
$40, Return Purse 

What would you give for a 
favorite picture of your father, 
if he were no longer living? 

Mattie Jo Jones, Dept. 6-7, at 
Convair FW, is willing to sacri¬ 
fice $40. That’s the amount in 
the billfold containing the picture 
when it was lost. 

“I’d be happy for the finder to 
keep the money,” she says, “if 
only he’ll return the picture and 
my papers.” 

Mattie Jo lost the valuables 
between Gate 5 and the engineer¬ 
ing department on the morning 
of August 9. A tan zipper style, 
the billfold may carry identifica¬ 
tion bearing her maiden name, 
Mattie Jo Feemster. The finder 
is asked to return it to Employee 
Services section. 


New Desk Keeps Tab 
on Pomona Housing 

A “housing desk” has been set 
up in Employee Service of the 
Guided Missile Division at San 
Diego to assist employees in ar¬ 
ranging for future accommoda¬ 
tions at Pomona. 

Employee Service is keeping a 
file on both rentals and houses 
for sale. Telephone is ext. 9 at 
plant 2 (1391). 


aircraft industry, was nearing 
completion this week at Convair 
FW, according to D. B. Suggs, 
power plant group engineer. 

Suggs supervised design on the 
test stand to meet Convair re¬ 
quirements with assistance from 
P. Dannelly, R. Lynch and W. 
Jaderlund. The design was re¬ 
leased by design engineering to 
plant engineering, which in turn 
sub-contracted the building of the 
stand. 

The test cells and air-condi¬ 
tioned control room are construct¬ 
ed of steel reinforced concrete. 
They are designed to permit test¬ 
ing of four jet engines at the 
same time. The unit is also ca¬ 
pable of testing the largest 


known turbo jet or turbo prop 
engine. 

Jet engine nacelles are sus¬ 
pended from the center of the test 
cells on bearing mounted trusses. 
Engine operation is accomplished 
from a central control room. 

In addition to engine controls, 
the test house is equipped with 
recorders, thrust measurement 
devices, fuel and oil flow meas¬ 
uring devices and engine test 
equipment. 


SD Apprentice Club 
Gets New President 

M. W. Nelson (Tool and Die at 
San Diego) has succeeded Kim 
Hong as president of the Appren¬ 
tice Club at Convair SD. Hong 
recently received his journeyman 
certificate. 


WELL DONE—Convair SD members of Workmen's safety 
Committee met for luncheon in cafeteria recently where Dick Wilk¬ 
ens, Industrial Relations manager, expressed appreciation for their 
services during terms in office. 



TAKING SHAPE—This will be a busy locality soon when new jet engine test photo shows test area. Rig,ht photo shows Bob Ackton and D. B. Suggs, 

stand is completed. At left are J. H. Chaffin, F, Brown and E. Wilkes. Center 
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Dill Takes Fourth 
State Archer Title 

Convair SD’s Roy Dill (Dept. 
210) recently added his fourth 
California state field archery 
championship to his long list of 
bow and arrow honors, which in¬ 
clude the national title. 

At Pasadena he broke all rec¬ 
ords, scoring 917 in his first 
round (the old record was 847) 
and 980 in the broadhead (30 
better than the previous mark). 

Day after tomorrow Dill will 
leave Convair SD on a tour of 
schools, appearing on school as¬ 
sembly programs featuring arch¬ 
ery. 


Maurice Wolfe Wins 
CRA Fishing Award 

Maurice D. Wolfe (Dept. 115 
—3D) won the July CRA fishing 
/ard for catching a 49-pound 
^ewfish on a 36-pound test line. 



THANKS FOR THE GAME—Willard Mattot and Bill Nelson, 
left, congratulate Dick Collier and Jerry Lafave after latter pair 
won Convair SD plant doubles title in straight sets, but not with¬ 
out opposition, 6-4, 6-3. 


Bowling Teams to Vie For Places 
in Annual Industrial Tourney 


Between 250 and 300 Convair 
SD bowlers will invade the alleys 
next week as San Diego opens its 
winter bowling season. 

It will be the largest Convair 
congregation of keglers since the 
years when the company was 
turning out B-24s at a tremen¬ 
dous rate. 

As CRA leading lights Mike 
Brooks and Jim Hayman made 
their last minute preparations, 
they anticipated between 50 and 
58 teams participating every 
week in four different leagues, 
two devoted to handicap players, 

Samuelson's 67 Cops 
Class A Honors in 
FW August Sweeps 

A new name appeared in the 
winner’s circle in CRA golf activi¬ 
ties this week when Jack Samuel- 
son turned in a net 67 to cop the 
Convair FW August sweepstakes. 

O. L. Davidson was one stroke 
behind in the Class A division 
with a 68 for second place. 
F. Hopton-Jones and H. L. Cole 
carded net 70s for a third place 
tie. 

C. D. Nowell toured Ridglea 
golf course with a net 65 to win 
first in the Class B division. 
A. Madsen and B. B. Witte carded 
66s for a second place tie. 

F. C. Wilson finished with a 
64 net in the Class C division to 
beat R. O. Woods, who had a 66. 

J. H. Williams finished third with 
a 67. 

The Class D division found Bill 
Parrish carding a net 63 for first, 

K. W. Brown registering a 65 for 
second, and J. M. Jackson shoot¬ 
ing a net 66 to tie with W. Tow- 
ery for third. 

Twenty dozen golf balls were 
awarded the winners in all divi¬ 
sions by Fred Foster, CRA golf 
commissioner. 


one for 800 bowlers and one for 
830. 

“As an added incentive, CRA 
will send 15 teams to the annual 
Industrial Recreation champion¬ 
ships at Hollywood,” Brooks re¬ 
ported. “Five teams will be 
chosen from each of the league 
categories, and CRA will pay 
their entry fees.” 

Brooks said that 16 teams al¬ 
ready have signed up for the 830 
loop, and a dozen are entered in 
the 800 league. Both of these 
divisions bowl at 6:30 p.m. at 
Tower Bowl on Friday evenings. 

With 24 teams in sight for the 
handicap league, this group has 
been divided up into two groups. 
One will bowl on Wednesday eve¬ 
nings at Pacific Recreation at 
6:30 and the other at 9 p.m. on 
Fridays. 

“There still is room for late¬ 
comers,” Brooks said. “Get in 
touch with Hayman or me and 
we’ll do everything we can to get 
you in.” (Brooks’ ext. is 429.) 


Eagles Defeated in 
Industrial Playoff 

Fire Dept. B by a score of 11-1 
beat Convair’s Eagles this month 
to win the Industrial softball 
league pennant at San Diego. 

Both teams entered the playoff 
with seven wins and a single loss 
each (the Eagles game with First 
National having been awarded to 
Convair on a technicality). CRA 
Commissioner Tony Berardini had 
no alibis. “We just didn’t have 
it that night,” he said. 


What do you do for fun? Ride 
horseback, garden, pitch horse¬ 
shoes, play g,olf, gather semi¬ 
precious stones? Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association stands ready 
to serve you. See page 3. 



GOING UP — Bill Nelson 
fights for altitude during over¬ 
head kill in doubles finals. He 
won point but lost match. 

Collier-Lafave 
Doubles Champs 

Dick Collier and Jerry Lafave 
of Convair SD can rest on their 
laurels for another year. 

The 1950 tennis doubles cham¬ 
pions added the 1951 crown to 
their list Aug. 19 at North Park 
courts when they eliminated Bill 
Nelson and Willard Mattot in the 
finals, 6-4, 6-3. 

Although Collier-Lafave scored 
a service break early in the first 
set, Nelson-Mattot returned the 
compliment in the fourth game 


SD Will Decide Net 
Champion Sept. 16 



CHAMPIONS—Tool Service softball team above swept 
through second half of play in Convair FW second shift league un¬ 
defeated to take loop championship. Front row, left to rigjit are: 
A. C. Souder, N. A. Martin, T. J. Pixler, A. L. Thomas and T. S. 
Singleton. Back row: F. L. Johnson, R. Sherman, B. T. Hester, R. 
G. Hall, A. L. James and C. D. Russell. 


The annual San Diego divi¬ 
sion tennis singles champion¬ 
ship will be played Sept. 9 and 
Sept. 16, CRA Commissioner 
Jerry Lafave announced this 
week. 

Entries will close at 3:30 
Sept. 7. Players were instruct¬ 
ed to telephone Lafave at ext. 
1297. Defending champion is 
Dick Collier. 


and all held service through four 
all, until Collier-Lafave again 
broke service and held their own 
to take the first set. Games went 
to three all in the second set 
before the service breaks develop¬ 
ed. Almost all were deuce games. 

Collier-Lafave advanced to the 
finals with a 6-1, 6-0 win over 
Bill Wood and John Struthers. 
Nelson and Mattot beat A. Mose¬ 
ley and Roy Whiting, 6-0, ’6-0, 
in the quarter finals and took 
Ace Carver and Chet Dutton, 6-4, 
6-4, in the semis. Carver and 
Dutton advanced with a tight 6-3, 
8-6 victory over Jack Bowers and 
Dick McCharles. 



Beaten Twice in Heartbreakers, 
CVAC Nine Again Tackles Topsy 


It takes a good team to re¬ 
bound from defeat to come back 
and win its place among the top 
teams of the city, but one CRA 
softball nine at Convair FW has 
done just that. 

The CVAC nine of the East 
Texas League lost a heart-break¬ 
ing 2-0 ten-inning game to Topsy 
in the Fort Worth city champion¬ 
ship, then came back through the 
loser’s bracket to gain the finals 
of the tournament. 

CVAC bested Frank Hague by 
6-1, the Convair Bombers of the 
Western League by 12-1, and Ace 
Cleaners by 6-4 to earn a berth 

Prizes Await 
Deer Hunters 

Names of successful deer hunt¬ 
ers at San Diego this coming 
season will be put in a hat and 
the lucky one whose name is 
drawn will receive a prize which 
may be as valuable as a new 
shotgun. 

Eddie Robinson, CRA commis¬ 
sioner for hunting, said that CRA 
will set aside a certain sum for 
every hunter who registers his 
deer with CRA. Therefore, the 
prize will be determined by how 
many deer are registered. 

“If all Convair hunters register 
their game I’m sure we will be 
able to award a new Remington 
auto loader,” Robinson said. 

Cards for registration are 
available at Employee Service. 
There are no restrictions as to 
where deer was shot, except that 
it must have been a legal kill. 


CRA HARD BALL 
NINE ELIMINATED 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s baseball entry in the Sun¬ 
day League at Fort Worth fought 
a game battle all the way this 
year only to drop out of cham¬ 
pionship play on the final day of 
the season. 

The CRA nine whipped Ward¬ 
way Recreation by 10-6, and then 
lest a night game to CAFB Air 
Police by 11-3, to fall out of the 
running. 

The week before, the Sunday 
finals saw CRA besting Azle 
Merchants by an 11-7 count to 
throw the loop into a four-way 
tie for the second half crown. 

The CRA entry of the Major 
City League copped two victories 
during the past two weeks, beat¬ 
ing Turf Bar 11-3 and IAM 4-0. 


against Topsy for the city cham¬ 
pionship. 

CVAC is currently playing in 
the ASA tournament in Fort 
Worth and was due to meet 
Topsy for that crown Monday 
night. 

Other action during the past 
two weeks found the Bombers 
beating Dept. 22-8, first shift 
Convair League winner by 8-6 in 
the city playoffs. 

Little League 
Closes Season 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s four-team Little League 
loop wound up its first season of 
play last week and looked for¬ 
ward to bigger and better things 
next year. 

Composed of Convair young¬ 
sters 12 and under, the loop was 
made up of teams from West 
Ridglea, White Settlement, Ar¬ 
lington Heights and River Oaks. 
Convair employees managed the 
teams. 

White Settlement grabbed both 
halves of regular season play and 
dropped only two games for the 
year. An all-star team from the 
other three teams won one game 
and Arlington Heights turned the 
trick for a 7-3 victory in the final 
game of the season. 

Gene Carter hurled a two-hitter 
for the Arlington Heights nine 
and catcher Jim Brock belted out 
a single and a double to aid his 
.636 batting average despite a 
shift that saw three fielders 
covering him in his favorite hit¬ 
ting spot: left field. 

An all-star nine from the four- 
team loop lost a 2-1 exhibition 
game to the North Dallas all¬ 
stars at the annual “Convair 
Night” celebration at LaGrave 
Field to end the season. 


Convair Son Hooks 
Record Sea Bass 

A Convair son Aug. 19 landed 
a 78 Ms pound black sea bass that 
apparently is a new world record 
for light tackle. 

The angler is Don Matson, 16, 
son of S. W. (Stu) Matson of 
Dept. 3 at SD, who landed the 
fish after a one hour, 40 minute 
fight off Pt. Loma on 18-pound 
test line. The previous listed rec¬ 
ord for such a fish caught on 20- 
pound test line was 75% pounds. 
Matson said he will take steps to 
have the catch declared official. 



FINALISTS—This CRA softball team copped East Texas 
League championship, lost in second round of Fort Worth city 
tournament, then came back through loser's bracket to lose in 
tournament finals to Topsy by .6-0. Left to right, back row: E. A, 
Edwards, A. N. Little, T. W. Peacock, R. B. Hewitt, M. Edwards, 
B. Freeman and H. Rogerson. Front row: Dixie Walker, Neal 
Laverty, Jim Talley, W. P, Townley, Gene Ramsey and Phil Ulmer, 
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Radio Net Tested at FW For 
Dispatching Lifts, Cranes 


Radio-dispatched taxis, police 
cars and ambulances will have 
nothing on Convair FW’s traffic 
department, if an experiment now 
under way proves successful. 

With a new two-way radio set¬ 
up now being tested, lift, tow car 
and crane operators would be as 
close as a flip of a microphone to 
traffic dispatchers. 

Controlled from the central dis- 
>atching unit near the 50-foot 
lisle in the assembly building, 
wo radio-equipped traffic ve¬ 
hicles are already in use to deter¬ 
mine how much traffic can be 


improved by radio dispatching. 

The radio-equipped vehicles 
operate anywhere on the FW 
reservation and still remain in 
contact with the central dispatch¬ 
ing unit. 

“We have found the radio 
very successful in expediting 
traffic, in handling hot shot 
calls and in cutting down travel 
distances,” says L. H. Arm¬ 
strong, transportation general 
foreman. 

By dispatching the radio ve¬ 
hicles with a load and then re¬ 
routing them after they arrive at 
their destination, traffic hopes to 
avoid congestions and get more 
use of the equipment, according 
t.n Armstrone:. 


Bouley Succeeds 

rvine at SD 

N. W. Bouley, former chief 
project engineer at Convair SD, 
has been named assistant chief 
engineer, succeeding C. R. Irvine, 
who recently was appointed as- 
sitant division manager and chief 
engineer of the Guided Missile 
Division. 

Temporarily, Bouley will con¬ 
tinue to act also as chief project 


W. R. Neal, chief of traffic, 
says that the preliminary tests 
indicate the possibility of sav¬ 
ing approximately $30,000 per 
year of government-furnished 
funds. 


New Executives 
Named at FW 

A manager of master planning, 
tool manufacturing superintend¬ 
ent, budget manager and an as¬ 
sistant chief of industrial engi¬ 
neering have been named in the 
past two weeks at Convair FW. 

V. C. Gillon assumes the post 
as manager of master planning, 
D. B. Kelty becomes tool manu¬ 
facturing superintendent, Erie 
Hill is the new budget manager 
and Budge Lee becomes assistant 
chief industrial engineer. 

Gillon, a veteran of nine years 
with Convair, will coordinate 
activities of the Change Evalua¬ 
tion Boards, departments con¬ 
cerned with new projects, changes 
in schedule and major design 
changes affecting work loads at 
Convair FW. 

Gillon started with Convair FW 
in 1942 as an industrial engineer 


The main unit and the two cars 
are operating at present on 
temporary frequency given them 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

If the experiment measures up 
to all expectations, plans call for 
installing approximately 20 radios 
on various vehicles, Armstrong 
says. 


"UNIT 69" GETS THE WORD—Dispatcher O. L. Fanning and 
Operator H. H. Bayless at Convair FW talk it over, even though 
apart, thanks to new two-way radio system by which new assign¬ 
ments are relayed to lift trucks. System avoids lost time in seeking 
new instructions. 


Fisherman Murrell Said 'What IF Deuce! 
Tve Pulled From the Deep an Octopoos!' 


APPOINTED—Erie G. Hill was 
named budget manager of Con¬ 
vair FW last week by A. C. 
Esenwein, division manager. 

and became production manager 
in 1949 after several supervisory 
assignments. 

D. B. Kelty worked at Convair 
SD from 1940 to 1943 and came 
to Convair FW in 1944. He has 
served as tool manufacturing gen¬ 
eral foreman and night tool serv¬ 
ice superintendent. 

Hill became assistant budget 
manager at Convair FW in Feb¬ 
ruary, 1951, after several years’ 
experience as an accountant and 
comptroller. 

Budge Lee first worked at Con¬ 
vair FW as an industrial engi¬ 
neer in 1942 and became indus- 
1 trial engineering supervisor in 
1945. In 1950 he was named divi¬ 
sion budget administrator. 

Lee will be in charge of organi- 
« nation and procedures and the 
cost reduction group of the indus¬ 
trial engineering department, ac- 
I,cording to J. F. Ringo, chief 
industrial engineer. 


Anglers who travel far 
quest of creatures of the deep 
might do well to lend an ear to 
the tale of Bill Murrell before 
taking a trip. 

A member of Convair FW’s 
Dept. 45, Murrell decided to de¬ 
vote his vacation to deep sea 
fishing off the coast of Florida. 

Ironically, the first thing 
Murrell saw after leaving his 
plane at Palm Beach airport 
was a travel folder urging him 
to go see the sights in Fort 
Worth! 

Murrell and his party launch¬ 
ed their deep sea fishing excur¬ 
sion from West Palm Beach. 
They fished the waters in the 
Gulf of Mexico, made a swing 
down to Cuba and then return¬ 
ed on the Atlantic side of 
Florida. 

Their reward for the entire 
trip: one small octopus! 

But the two-pound youngster 
with many arms gave the party 
some tense moments aboard 
their boat. Murrell hooked him 
in the dead of night and boated 
his catch without knowing what 
it was. 

“You can imagine our sur¬ 
prise to find him waddling to¬ 
ward us when we put the light 


on him,” Murrell laughs. “He 
wasn’t very big but everyone 
in the party handled him with 
care.” 

The party kept the octopus 
alive for 12 hours by frequently 
dousing it with water. Know¬ 
ing his Convair friends would 
never believe his tale, Murrell 
preserved his catch and brought 
him home. 

So if you wanta see an octo¬ 
pus or learn about deep sea 
fishing, just call Murrell. 


Soviet Reply to B-36 
Reported Under Way 

Time magazine last week re¬ 
ported that Russia’s answer to 
the Convair-built B-36 is the 
TU-75, with swept wings, 
turboprop engines, speed of 600 
mph, 10,000-mile range at 45 
to 50,000 feet, scheduled to fly 
late in 1951 or early in 1952. 

Designer of the plane is re¬ 
ported as Andrei N. Tupolev 
who copied B-29 and got it into 
production. 

Another Russian plane, the 
IL-12, is said to resemble the 
Convair-Liner. 


Paging Cinderella! 

Just like Cinderella, a Convair 
FW employee’s young daughter 
has lost her slipper. The shoe is 
among miscellaneous items left 
recently at CRA’s Lakeside Beach 
on Eagle Mountain Lake, reports 
Manager J. L. Evans. 

Also waiting to be claimed are 
many other articles of clothing 
and personal belongings, Evans 
said. 


Navy 'Retires' Flying Boat Model 
for Long Rest in Smithsonian 


The airplane that paved the 
way for Convair’s XP5Y and R3Y 
flying boats has gone to “Val¬ 
halla” to join such aviation greats 
as the “Spirit of St. Louis” and 
the Wright brothers’ plane of 
Kittyhawk fame. 

A radio controlled model one- 
tenth the size of the XP5Y, the 
plane this month was shipped 
east, went on display at the 
National Air Races in Detroit 
and ultimately will go to the Na¬ 
tional Air Museum, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D. C. 


The model will represent the 
XP5Y at the museum, as the first 
complete full-scale airplane to be 
developed from a dynamic model, 
The XP5Y itself is the world’; 
first turboprop flying boat. 

H. E. Brooks, hydrodynamics 
group engineer at SD, said the 
model, built for the Navy by Con 
vair and tested and modified over 
a period of years, is no longer 
needed in the current testing pro 
gram. A replica of the R3Y fly 
ing boat has taken its place. 


NEW JOB—C. R. Irvine, new- 
y named assistant division man¬ 
ager and chief engineer, of Con¬ 
vair Guided Missile division. 


SO LONS—The Navy this month put "first" XP5Y on "retired list." Radio-controlled model, 
shown here with H. E. Brooke, Convair group engineer and Comdr. C. W. Stirling, BAR at SD, has 
been sent to Smithsonian. 


MOVES UP — N. W. Bouley, 
former chief project engineer at 
SD, now assistant chief engineer. 

engineer, K. F. Leaman, SD divi¬ 
sion manager, announced. 

Bouley is a graduate of the 
University of Washington and 
was connected with Boeing Air¬ 
plane Co. both while attending 
school and for two years after 
graduation. He joined Convair in 
February, 1936, as a designer in 
the armament group and was in 
charge during much of the arma¬ 
ment design on the B-24, also 
working on armament designs for 
the Coronados and the XB-32. 

In March, 1942, Bouley was 
transferred to the New Orleans 
Division as project engineer and 
eventually was chief engineer of 
that division where they w 
building the famous PBYs. Thi J 
years later he was transferred 
back to San Diego and served as 
design group engineer, project 
engineer and since March, 1948, 
as chief project engineer. He is 
married and has two sons, Leon, 
19, and Dick, 15. 

Coincident with Bouley‘s ap¬ 
pointment, Harold W. Pope, for¬ 
merly SD missile project engi¬ 
neer, was named assistant chief 
engineer for the missile division. 
He is a native of Boston, Mass., 
and holds an engineering degree 
from M.I.T. Prior to joining Con¬ 
vair in 1940 he served as an 
A rmy Air Corps engineer at Day- 
ton, Ohio. He transferred from 
Vultee field in June, 1947. 

In announcing Irvine’s appoint¬ 
ment, Gage Irving, missile divi¬ 
sion manager, said Irvine’s prime 
responsibilities would be for the 
engineering department, field 
service, quality control and cus¬ 
tomer liaison. 





































'Oscars' Await FW Depts. That Make Their Red Feather Quotas 
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Sept. 29 at North 
Side Coliseum. 
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Care Enough to 
Give Enough- 
Help Your 
Community Chest 



FAR FROM THE BOARD WALK—Atlantic City is a long way from Texas, but that doesn't mean 
we don't have beauty too! Here are majority of contestants who will vie for title of Miss Convair 
1951. Winner will be chosen by staff of impartial judges at dance in North Side Coliseum Sept. 29. 
Girls each represent a Convair department. 


North Side Coliseum Set 
For Beauty Parade, Dance 

The walls of North Side Coliseum will echo with cheers 
and the sound of dancing feet of thousands of Convair 
FW folks Sept. 29 when the first big “Miss Convair” 
beauty pageant and plant-wide dance comes off. 


XC-99 Sets 
Another New 
Cargo Mark 

Another new all-time record 
was claimed this month for the 
Air Force’s cargo heavyweight 
bomber, the Convair-built XC-99. 

A new mark for cargo carriers 
was believed set Sept. 10 when 
the air leviathan flew from 
Travis Air Force Base, Califor¬ 
nia, to its home base at Kelly 
AFB (San Antonio, Tex.) with a 
take-off gross weight in excess 
of 320,000 pounds. 

The news release from Kelly 
stated the XC-99 on Sept. 9 car¬ 
ried an 80,000-pound cargo from 
Kelly to Travis and returned the 
following day with a 90,000- 
pound payload. 

The cargo-transport counter¬ 
part of the B-36 bomber was 
piloted on its record-setting mis¬ 
sion by Col. Theodore W. Tucker, 
who has been commander of the 
craft since Col. Fred Bell, its 
first AF pilot, was transferred 
to duty in England. 

Two days after the record was 
set, the plane was flown to Mc¬ 
Clellan AF Base and return by 
Maj. Mayo W. Neyland, chief test 
pilot at Kelly. 

Neyland thus became the 
fourth Kelly flyer to be checked 
cut in the XC-99. Fourth pilot 
(Continued on page 8) 


From a field of 17 beauty con¬ 
testants representing Convair de¬ 
partments will come a winner to 
be crowned “Miss Convair of 
1951.” A runner-up and third 
place winner will be selected from 
the field. 

The dance was originally sched¬ 
uled for Will Rogers CRA Center 
but was moved to North Side 
Coliseum after CRA cancelled its 
lease on the center. 

The “Miss Convair” contest is 
a venture of Convair Recreation 
Association bowlers to aid the 
keglers in raising funds to send 
teams to the American Bowling 
Congress national tournament in 
Milwaukee in the spring. 

“Miss Convair” will receive an 
all-expense trip to Milwaukee as 
a representative of CRA, or $100 
in cash. To the runner-up and 
third place winners will go wrist 
watches. 

Ken McGarrity and his orches¬ 
tra will provide dance music from 
8:30 ’til 12:30 p.m. 

The beauty pageant will be 
staged in two parts. The girls 
will parade for the audience and 
judges at the first dance band 
break in bathing suits. About 


10:30 p.m. the girls will make 
their second appearance dressed 
in dinner dresses. 

Judges for the contest are Jack 
Gordon, Fort Worth Press amuse¬ 
ment editor; Dan Gould Jr., Inter¬ 
state Theaters, and Irvin Far- 
man, Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
amusement editor. 

Tickets are now on sale at 
CRA office and are available 
through all department clerks. 
Tickets are $1 per person, plus 
tax. 

Contestants and their depart¬ 
ments include: Virginia Huffine, 
Dept. 26; Wanda Van Sickle, 
Dept. 47; Jacque Nunley, Dept. 
6; Jane Stanley, Dept. 4; Carol 
Rhode, Dept. 25; Mary Ellen 
Hoagland, Dept. 22; Johnnie 
Stanford, Dept. 65; Valera 
O’Neal, Dept. 31; Betty Thomp¬ 
son, Dept. 14; Dorothy Crow, 
Dept. 31 (second shift); A. B. 
Sowell, Dept. 46; Nita Hoyler, 
Dept. 3; Joanne Watkins, Dept. 
27; Clare Twitty, Dept. 43; 
Georgia Williams, Dept. 73; Mary 
Ruth Brown, Dept. 24; and 
Claudie Stanford, Dept. 11. 


Share-Ride Survey Next in Effort 
to Improve FW Traffic Outlook 


A plant-wide share-the-ride 
survey as another step in Con- 
\ air’s efforts to improve traffic 
and parking at Convair FW was 
announced today by A. C. Esen- 
wein, FW division manager. 

Each employee of the more 
than 30,000 in the plant will be 
contacted personally. 

Each will be asked to indicate 
in writing whether he has space 
in his automobile for one or more 
additional riders, and each will be 
asked if he is willing to join a 
car pool if he is not already par¬ 
ticipating. 

“We hope that all employees 
will give this share-the-ride ef¬ 
fort their fullest cooperation,” 
said Esenwein. “Convair has 
done—and is stiil doing—every¬ 


thing in its power to further 
improve traffic and parking. 

“Reducing the number of 
automobiles will do more to 
further improve the situation 
than anything else we can do 
right now.” 

Share-the-ride cards will be 
distributed throughout the plant 
Oct. 11 by timekeepers, according 
to J. C. Felix, division controller. 
Upon completion of the survey, 
cards will be used to set up a 
new share-the-ride file in the 
employee services section, accord¬ 
ing to M. G. Burland, manager 
cf industrial relations. 

Among other recent steps in 
the traffic program, the control 
plan on roads leading to the 
plant was scheduled to be ex¬ 
panded Sept. 24 to include in¬ 


coming third shift and outgoing 
second shift cars. 

At that time, portable electric 
traffic signals or lights suspend¬ 
ed over intersections will go into 
use at all control points except 
the traffic circle. There guards 
will continue to direct traffic by 
hand signals, using red flare 
flashlights during darkness. 

Esenwein said that the traffic 
control plan, started in July, has 
proved definitely successful, and 
expressed his thanks to all em¬ 
ployees for making it so through 
their cooperation with industrial 
security guards. 

G. D. Higgins Jr., manager of 
industrial security, likewise ex¬ 
pressed his thanks to Convair 
employees, and especially to the 
(Continued on page 2) 


Chest Campaign 
Starts Oct. 1 With 
Goal of $45,000 

Convair FW folks will get a chance to a Put a feather in 
their cap” next week when Convair joins the nation to help 
care for the needy through the 28 Red Feather agencies of 


the Community Chest. 

Convair will receive a plant¬ 
wide quota to be broken down 
into smaller quotas for various 
departments. Each department 
meeting or exceeding its quota 
will be awarded a Red Feather 
“Oscar” from the Community 
Chest for a job well done. 

Campaign posters for the 1952 
Community Chest campaign went 
up at Convair FW this week re¬ 
minding employees to: “Care 
Enough to Give Enough—It’s 
Your Community Chest.” 

Official opening of the cam¬ 
paign has been set for Monday, 
Oct. 1, by Division Manager A. C. 
Esenwein who urges all Convair 
men and women to contribute to 
the campaign to the best of their 
abilities. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager, is chairman of the 
plant-wide effort and co-chair¬ 
man of the Fort Worth drive. 

“Our Community Chest quota 
is $45,000 this year,” Hicks says. 
“Our goal is to reach each em¬ 
ployee during the first part of 
the week and to have our quota 
raised as near the first of the 
week as possible.” 

Cards bearing the name of 
each employee will be placed in 
the hands of supervisors and 
foremen prior to the Oct. 1 start¬ 
ing date. Contributions will be 
taken throughout the week. 

“The Community Chest is 
doing a vital job for the needy 
in Fort Worth through its Red 
Feather agencies,” Hicks says. 
“With each Convair man and 
woman doing his part, we can 
meet and exceed our quota.” 

City-wide, the 1952 Community 
Chest budget is $666,408.96, which 
is approximately 15 per cent 
higher than last year’s and the 
largest in the history of the 
campaign. 

The increase in the 1952 bud¬ 
get is due to higher costs of food, 
clothing and materials used by 
the agencies, and to the expan¬ 
sion of activities resulting from 
the city’s rapid growth, Hicks 
points out. 

Last year Convair FW employ¬ 
ees exceeded their quota and led 
all other large industrial organi¬ 
zations in contributions and per¬ 
centages. 

The funds support the 28 agen¬ 
cies of the Community Chest in¬ 
cluding services to the blind, care 
for orphans or children from 
broken homes, character building, 
recreation and guidance for chil¬ 
dren to help prevent juvenile de¬ 
linquency, maintaining an Armed 
Forces center as headquarters for 
men and women in the service, 
and many others. 

Community Chest supports 
among the 28 Red Feather agen¬ 
cies: Boy and Girl Scouts, Fam¬ 
ily Service Leagues, Y.M.C.A. 
and Y.W.C.A., Lena Pope Home, 
Salvation Army, St. Teresa’s 
Home, Lighthouse for the Blind, 
Fort Worth and Panther Boys’ 
Clubs, Travelers’ Aid Society and 
others. 


Convair Folk 
Recall Past 
Chest Help 

With Convair FW’s payroll at 
the highest peak in history, com¬ 
paratively few Convair families 
may expect to need help this 
winter from the 28 agencies of 
Fort Worth’s Community Chest. 

But there are plenty of fami¬ 
lies who’ll give generously to 
the 1952 campaign next month 
because they know that a good 
portion of their money will go to 
help youngsters who can’t help 
themselves. 

And many of them will be con¬ 
tributing, too, as expressions of 
thanks to those agencies for as¬ 
sistance rendered when they 
weren’t so well off. 

* * * 

There’s a Marine Corps vete¬ 
ran in Dept. 45, for instance, 
who’ll help the campaign. 

Two years ago this month, 
he and his wife were stranded 
penniless in Fort Worth. The 
wife, expecting her first baby, 
was in immediate need of medi¬ 
cal attention. The husband, 
broke, had reached almost the 
end of his rope. 

In desperation, he sought out 
a Community Chest agency. 
There he was given a helping 
hand in the way of food, shel¬ 
ter and a doctor’s services for 
his wife. 

There, too, he found help in 
getting a job at Convair FW, 
and funds to help feed the 
family until his first pay check. 

Today, the Convair veteran 
is back oh his feet financially, 
has repaid every cent he bor¬ 
rowed two years ago, and is 
now buying furniture for his 
home. 

“So you can be sure,” he 
says, “that I’ll be among the 
first to get my 1952 Commu¬ 
nity Chest contribution in. I 
know what it means when a 
family needs help.” 

* * * 

There’s a widowed mother 
(Continued on page 2) 


Polio Attack Fatal 
To FW Dept. 22 Man 

Funeral services were held at 
Ranger, Tex., last week for 
James Ross Crossley II, 22, who 
was an employee of Convair FW 
Dept. 22 when he was fatally 
stricken with poliomyelitis. 

Crossley became ill July 28 
with bulbar type polio. From 
then until his death Sept. 17, he 
was confined to an iron lung at 
Fort Worth’s City-County hospi¬ 
tal. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Dorothy; one son, James Ross 
II, 2; and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Crossley of Ranger. 
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Sock ChMeJ 



PRIZE WINNERS—W. H. Tidwell presents door prizes to winners 
during dance held by Depts. 43 and 44 at Convair FW last week. 
Supervisors gave dance for all department members at Lake Worth 
Casino. 


FW Maps Plans for Four Possible 
Intra-plant Basketball Leagues 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective Sept. 16 are: 
Dept. 6: To design engineer, W. E. 
Dykes; to engineering drawing checker, 
J. H. Williams. 

Dept. 10: To budget analyst, C. P. 
Nungezer. 

Dept. 15: To police lieutenant, C. C. 
Lewis, S. M. Fitts, C. E. Crow. 

Dept. 18: To .cost estimator, D. G. 
Kenney. 

Dept. 22: To production control assist¬ 
ant foreman, F. K. Thompson, B. C. 
Poole. To change analyst, C. W. Doyle 
Jr. To foreman, D. H. Tate. To 
assistant general foreman, J. Andrews. 
To general foreman, O. M. Nelson. 

Dept. 25: To general foreman, F. B. 
Thompson. To assistant foreman, M. S. 
Biggar. 

Dent. 27: To assistant supervisor, W. 
D. Phillips, B. M. Weatherall Jr. To 
assistant foreman, O. R. Batchelder. 

Dept. 28: To metallurgist, E. C. Ru- 
bush. To process analyst, R. W. Payne. 

Dept. 31: To foreman, A. M. Moore. 
To assistant foreman, L. E. Anderson. 
Dept. 61: To foreman, J. H. Dismukes. 
Dept. 65: To general foreman, W. M. 
Holland. To assistant general foreman, 
G. M. Loudermilk, O. .Stor*y. 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Tem-year ping: Dept. 24 — Carl 
Shephard. Dept. 31—A. Dominguez Jr., 
J. L. Jackson. Dept. 65—B. R. Eason. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6—O. Baker. 
Dept. 31—V. W. Cook. Dept. 74—W. S. 
Reese. 


If the Peels and the Henleys 
were all absent the same day, 
it’d be a blow to Convair FW’s 
attendance record. 

Roll call normally would turn 
up three brothers with the 
same last names, naturally. But 
it happens they also have the 
same first initials. They’re all 
M. Peel. 

Then, too, it would turn up 
three men who all answer to 
the name J. L. Henley. And 
they’re not related. 

The Peel trio includes Mor¬ 
ris, 29; Marvin, 25, and Melvin, 
24. All graduated at Grand 
Saline, Texas, high school. The 
two elder brothers have been 
at Convair FW five years, 
while Melvin is rounding out 
his first year as an aircraft 
assembler. 


When J. L. Whisenand, Dept. 
8-3, returned from his vacation 
last week, one of the first things 
he did was drop by the CON¬ 
VAIRIETY office at FW division 
tc pick up back issues of the 
paper. 

Seems his neighborhood object¬ 
ed to missing out on the news 
from Convair while he was away. 

“Every time the paper comes 
out,” Whisenand says, “I’m the 
most popular person in the block. 
If I don’t show up at home with 
a copy of it, I’m in the doghouse.” 


Trial Ice Sessions 
Seen for 2nd Shift 

A two-day trial period for all 
second shift Convair FW CRA 
members interested in ice skat¬ 
ing will be held Oct. 2 and Oct. 
9, according to Glen Carter, 
skating commissioner. 

The sessions will be held from 
12 noon until 2 p.m. on each of 
the two days. There will be no 
charge for admission of CRA 
members and members of their 
families. 

“Many second shift people have 
requested skating sessions,” said 
Carter, “so we’re going to give 
them a try. If enough people 
attend, we’ll continue them 
throughout the winter.” 


Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Many employees are seeking rides to 
and from work. If you drive your own 
car and can carry extra passengers, why 
not leave your name and telephone num¬ 
ber with Employee Services, Ext. 4278. 

Ride wanted from Arlington Heights 
West, second shift. E. M. Snyder, 7608 
Osburn. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

F. L. Springer, Dept. 31-2, expresses 
appreciation to the following men in 
that department who donated blood dur¬ 
ing his wife’s recent illness: C. E. 
Swanson, H. E. Williams, B. F. Horton, 
J. W. Brazzil, C. E. Luster, C. B. 
Walker, J. D. Neely, P. L. Peters and 
James Olree. 

Births 

DAINGERFIELD 

Alexander—Son, Lynn Wayne, 9 lbs. 
8 cz., born August 28 to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. D. Alexander, OAL Burner Group. 

Fleisher—Daughter, Karen Elaine, 8 
lbs. 5 oz., born August 12 to Mr. and 
Mrs. O. M. Fleisher, OAL Burner Group. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $22.32 for the 
period ending September 14, 1951: 

Dept. 14, Tool Service: R. D. Ice. 
Dept. 47, Outer Wing & Engines; T. 
G. Thomas, W. S. Turnpaugh. 


Two of the Henley’s have the 
same first name: James. 

The third unrelated Henley 
is John Murry, only non-Texan 
of the trio. Born in Cruise, 
Ala., he later lived in Oklahoma 
before coming to Convair in 
1943. He’s now classified as a 
saw operator in Dept. 81. 

James McCloud Henley, a 
native of Denison, was a vete¬ 
ran of three years’ service in 
the army when he began work 
at Convair in 1946. He’s a tool 
crib attendant. 

Youngest of the Henley’s is 
Jimmie Merle, 21, who started 
to work last August as a tool 
crib attendant, but now is a 
service tool and die maker. He 
is a veteran of three years in 
the Marine Corps. 


to work at Convair and enjoy 
keeping up with news from the 
plant. 

His “regular customers” in¬ 
clude Mrs. 0. S. Lattimore, III, 
the former Eleanor Hicks of In¬ 
spection; Robert P. Miller, for¬ 
merly of Welding, and a host 
of others. 

“Occasionally I send copies to 
my mother at Brooklyn, Indiana,” 
Whisenand says. “She reads 
every word and would like to get 
all issues. But I seldom get my 
copy back, once it’s started on the 
rounds in the neighborhood.” 


Lewis and Carter 
Join CRA Council 

Appointments of J. S. Lewis as 
CRA band commissioner and Glen 
Carter as CRA ice skating com¬ 
missioner were made recently at 
Fort Worth. 

Lewis succeeds M. W. Widener 
and Carter succeeds Fred Bates 
on the CRA council. 

Lewis has had considerable ex¬ 
perience directing high school 
hands and is a graduate of one 
of the oustanding music institu¬ 
tions in America. 

Carter has taken part in CRA 
ice skating activities since they 
began at Fort Worth and is one 
of the firm backers of the sport. 


Share-Ride Study 
To Start Soon 

(Continued from page 1) 
deputized guards for the extra 
traffic control work which they 
are doing over and above work 
previously performed. 

In the long range traffic im¬ 
provement program, Assistant 
Division Manager M. L. Hicks 
reported that a request for allo¬ 
cation of federal funds for build¬ 
ing new access roads for the Fort 
Worth division plant is now be¬ 
fore Congress in Washington. 

Plans earlier went to the De¬ 
partment of Commerce where 
the U. S. Corps of Engineers 
gave approval on design. 

In pointing up the impor¬ 
tance of employees cooperating 
in the share-the-ride program, 
Higgins pointed out that Con¬ 
vair has taken these steps to 
improve the situation: 

1. Put into effect the new 
traffic flow plan on Grant’s 
Lane to speed entrance and 
exit from parking lots. 

2. Re-designed parking lots 
to speed up entrance and exit, 
and to create additional park¬ 
ing spaces. 

3. Re-allocated parking space 
in three large lots to give all 
shifts equal opportunity for 
parking. 

4. Installed the outside traf¬ 
fic control plan using Convair 
guards who were deputized by 
the county for the purpose. 

5. Requested federal funds 
for new access roads. 


Convair Folk Recall 
Chest Help in Past 

(Continued from page 1) 
working at Convair FW who 
would have pretty tough sled¬ 
ding trying to work and at the 
same time take care of her 
daughter if it weren’t for the 
Fort Worth Day Nursery, one 
of the Chest agencies. 

There the daughter is given 
care and attention, as well as 
wholesome meals, while her 
mother holds down a steady job 
at Convair FW. 

“We don’t have much to 
spare,” says the mother, “but 
we’re going to scrape up some¬ 
thing to give during the cam¬ 
paign. Certainly that’s the 
least we can do.” 

* * * 

Another example—an actual 
case—is that of a young couple, 
both still in their twenties, who 
have four children. 

Though the father works at 
Convair, they found the task of 
supporting a family of six on 
one pay check requiring almost 
everything the young father 
earned, and they found making 
progress a slow process. 

But the All Church Home, 
another Community Chest 
agency, came to their aid. The 
home is helping with the care 
of the children, which is en¬ 
abling the mother to work until 
they are on firmer financial 
ground. 

“We won’t be able to give 
much,” says the youthful 
father, “but we’ll give what we 
can and be glad to.” 

* * * 

“If these people can give to 
the Community Chest,” com¬ 
mented M. L. Hicks, assistant 
division manager, “I think that 
almost all of us ought to be able 
to help out. 

“Convair FW employees have 
always come through generously 
in the past. And I’m sure we will 
again.” 


Club Limits Awards 

For next year at least, scholar¬ 
ships annually awarded by Con¬ 
vair SD Management Club will 
be limited to Convair boys and 
girls. 

The decision was taken this 
month at a Board of Control 
meeting. President J. M. Rogers 
explained the move is in line 
with similar action that other 
clubs have taken in the area. Last 
year the club awarded seven $100 
scholarships to assist young stu¬ 
dents in continuing their studies. 


CRA members at Convair FW 
stored their softball and baseball 
equipment in mothballs this week 
and prepared to check out basket¬ 
ball uniforms. 

Tentative plans call for operat¬ 
ing at least two intra-plant cage 
leagues for first shift personnel, 
one for second shift people, a 
girl’s team or league and possibly 
one or more teams in other Fort 
Worth leagues, says Ed Tucknies, 
CRA basketball commissioner. 

CRA is prepared to furnish 
game sites, officials, balls and 
jerseys for all teams. Complete 
uniforms will be available for 
girls’ teams. 

Either departments or individ¬ 
uals may enter teams in intra¬ 
plant leagues. Each team may 
have as many as 16 players on its 
roster. No team will be allowed 
to compete without at least 10 
players. 

Player contracts are necessary 
for all participants. They are 
available to managers and pros¬ 
pective managers at the recrea¬ 
tion office in industrial relations. 

Individual players who are not 
members of some departmental 
team may join another team or 
may be assigned a team by phon¬ 
ing ext. 5141 on first shift, or 
Tucknies, ext. 6210, on second 
shift. 

CRA would like to field a 
strong team in the Fort Worth 
Major City League composed of 


Convair FW’s ever-changing 
skyline changed a little more this 
week as workmen began moving 
in cylinders of bottled gas into 
the new bottled gas storage ware¬ 
house west of the parts plant 
building. 

The new structure was com¬ 
pleted last week and the first 
cylinders of bottled gas moved in, 
according to Frank C. Clayton, 
chief plant engineer. 

The structure resembles an 
oversized cap with a bill-like 


former college stars now working 
at Convair, Tucknies says. 

Girls interested in playing in 
an intra-plant girls’ league were 
asked to sign up at CRA. If 
sufficient players are registered, 
a four-team league is planned. If 
not, first shift girls will be com¬ 
bined into one team for play in 
the Major City League. 


Polio Hits Convair 
Family Second Time 

Tragedy — in the form of 
polio—has struck a second time 
in the family of Ewell Frank 
Murray, Convair FW Dept. 
22-5. 

Murray’s son, Billy Frank of 
Dept. 45, was diagnosed as a 
polio patient early this month, 
three years after his sister, 
Mary Jo North, was stricken 
with the disease. She recover¬ 
ed completely and now is em¬ 
ployed in Dept. 9-3. 

At press time, the younger 
Murray’s condition was listed 
as “poor” by polio ward at¬ 
tendants at City-County Hospi¬ 
tal, where he is confined to an 
iron lung. 

Billy Frank has been with 
Convair FW since last June. 
In addition to his father and 
sister, a brother, R. T., works 
in Dept. 46. 


cover extending over the railway 
loading dock. Sides are made of 
corrugated metal. 

The front is open to allow ven¬ 
tilation for the high pressure 
containers. Should a leak occur, 
the escaped gas would not collect 
at one spot causing an explosion 
or fire, according to Fred Temple, 
safety supervisor. 

The bottled gas warehouse was 
necessary to separate various 
types of gases that might cause 
fire, explosions or poisonous mix¬ 
tures, Temple adds. 
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OVERSIZED "CAP"?—Not hardly! It's new storage warehouse 
at Convair FW for bottled gas. Bill-like front protects loading 
platform from sun and rain. 


FW Roll Lists Three Brothers, All M. Peels; 
And Two James (But Unrelated) Henleys 


Whole Neighborhood Gets News of Convair 
From Passing Convairiety House to House 


Several of his neighbors used 


Overhanging 'Bill' on New Building at FW 
Offers Protection From Sun and Rain 
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GETTING "THE EYE"—It'll be the other way round when 
Nick Carter, 2, son of Glen Carter, FW skating commis¬ 
sioner, grows up. Then he'll be watching the gals as intently, 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


probably, as they are watching him in this photo taken dur- 
ing CRA icc skating session at Will Rogers Coliseum. Girls 
arc Convair daughters who will be tomorrow's skating stars. 


Anyone Got 5,000 $50 Bills 
They'll Loan Fort Worth Actors? 
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badminton nayers 
Start Fall Season 
At FW on Oct. 2 

Convair Recreation Association 
badminton players at Convair 
FW will launch their 1951-52 
winter season Oct. 2, according 
.to Phil Mahaffey, CRA badmin¬ 
ton commissioner. 

W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School gymnasium has been re¬ 
served for badminton players 
from 7 to 10 p.m. each Tuesday 
and Thursday night through May 
1, Mahaffey reports. 

The first tournament for the 
year has been tentatively set for 
November and will feature a 
handicapped doubles session. 
Regular weekly play on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights will include 
matches between beginners and 
advanced players. Matches may 
be arranged in advance or on the 
right of play. 

All players must furnish tennis 
shoes and rackets. A few rackets 
are available for beginners and 
shuttles can be bought at a dis¬ 
count on the night of play. 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. 

BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284, Home ph. WI-4788. Band re¬ 
hearsal 8 p.m. Oct. 2 and 9 at Ridglea ORA Center. New members invited. Stands, 
music, reeds, oil, etc. furnished by CRA. Bring own instrument. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift, Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE-3561. Team entered in FW Sunday League. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Home SU-6921. Basket¬ 
ball to start in November. 

BEACH CLUB—R. R. Gorton, commissioner, ext. 4206. CRA Beach Club at 
Lakeside Park, Eagle Mountain Lake. Swimming and picnicking. Admission free 
to Convair employees showing ID card, and to persons accompanying them. Ad¬ 
mission free to other personnel on duty at Convair FW if they obtain free CRA 
beach card by applying to Roy Jarl, ORA office, ext. 5141. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 3195, 
second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club meet¬ 
ings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Instruction classes 
7:30 p.m. every other Monday. Second shift Camera Club chairman A. L. Green, 
ext. 4215. Regular meeting 10 a.m. Monday, Oct. 8, Ridglea CRA Center. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS— Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry Olsen, 
ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R and Col. 
119C. Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., Dept. 31 
(spot weld section). 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
ends Sept. 30. New quarterly fishing contest begins Oct. 1 with prizes for largest 
bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. 
Report weight of fish caught at CRA office. . n m 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tues¬ 
day, Northside Recreation Building, 18th and Harrington; beginners, 7:30 to 8:15 
p.m.; advanced, 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Golf sweepstakes, 8:45 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 30, Rockwood Golf Course. Golf instruction five days weekly, 
September and October. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 

HORSESHOES— Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 
pitching during lunch hours. Sept. 26, Oct. 10. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner^ ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Skating at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday and Friday at Will Rogers Mem¬ 
orial Coliseum. Adults on Tuesday, families on Friday night. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—Roy Jarl, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period m mam 50-foot 
aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednesday 
6-30 P.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Regular 
meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sunday of each 
month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie 

^ V RIDING CLUB—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. ORA Riding Stable is 
located behind Will Rogers Coliseum. Rental horses available for CRA members at 
50 cents an hour. For information on riding classes, contact Edith Weitzman 

eXt *ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Calf roping, McMillin 
Arena, 2600 Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9 :30 p.m. for first shift; 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and third shift. All shifts, 
Sunday at 2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 6820. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Building, 18th and Harrington Streets. Beginners 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. . 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. Stamp club 
meeting, 7:45 p.m. Oct. 2 at Will Rogers CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Open tennis 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Sept. 27, Oct. 2 and Oct. 4 at Forest Park. After Oct. 4, scheduled play will be 
discontinued to be resumed about April 1, 1952. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauernmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. 


Ever have a shopping list that 
went something like this? 

One large stuffed bird. 

Five thousand $50 bills. 
Chinese mask. 

African shield. 

Counterfeit copper etchings. 
Probably not. But that’s what 
Jack Dilworth, Dept. 6, will be 
scouting for during the next four 
weeks. 

This strange assortment will be 
among the “props” for the next 
CRA Wing and Masque play, 
“Mr. Barry’s Etchings.” As stage 
manager for the production, it is 
Dilworth’s responsibility to 
gather all stage properties—from 
whatever source he can find. 

Dilworth has figured out a 
way to get most of the props, but 
,nyone having any of the items 
listed above can take a lot of 
worry off his mind if they’ll con¬ 
tact him at ext. 5294. 

“The biggest problem right 
now is the make-believe money. 
Ordinary stage money comes in 
an assortment of bills — ones, 
fives, tens and others. 

We can’t use smaller denomina¬ 
tions since this is an arena-type 


5133. 
Plant-wide 


horseshoe 


production, and the audience is so 
close they can tell the difference.” 

Production dates for “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings” have tentative¬ 
ly been set for Oct. 24, 25, 26 and 
27, according to E. Stan Brown, 
CRA drama commissioner. 

Rehearsals for the three-act 
comedy got under way last Fri¬ 
day. 


Fem League Seen 

An all feminine bowling league 
for second shift people is in the 
planning stage at Convair FW, 
H. G. Starkey, bowling commis¬ 
sioner, announces. 

An organizational meeting is 
slated for Bearden’s Bowlanes at 
9:45 a.m., Oct. 2, just prior to 
the 10 a.m. bowling time. At that 
time bowlers will be assigned to 
teams according to their aver¬ 
ages. The fem loop will bowl 
each Tuesday at 10 a.m. 


CRA CHORAL CLUB TO 
MEET ON OCT. 13 

The first meeting of the year 
for the CRA choral club at Con¬ 
vair FW will be held at 7:30 p.m., 
Oct. 13, at the Will Rogers CRA 
Center, according to R. D. Cant¬ 
rell, choral commissioner. 

The meeting will be in the form 
of a rehearsal and will include 
light popular numbers. 

Plans for the choral group in¬ 
clude a rehearsal each Friday 
night at 7:30 p.m. and work to 
include light popular classics and 
Christmas songs. 

The CRA choral club will pre¬ 
sent a Christmas program and 
will sing for several CRA events 
during the year, Cantrell says. 


FW Undergraduate 
Courses Proposed 

Fifty Convair FW employees 
are taking advantage of an op¬ 
portunity to continue their educa¬ 
tion and at the same time bene¬ 
fit the company by enrolling for 
engineering courses offered in co¬ 
operation with Southern Metho¬ 
dist University. 

Classwork in undergraduate 
engineering courses is scheduled 
to begin about Oct. 2. New en¬ 
rollments will be accepted up to 
that date, according to R. B. 
Craig, training section supervisor. 

“At this time, we have not 
definitely decided which courses 
will be offered,” Craig says, “al¬ 
though one or two subjects will 
be taught, depending upon de¬ 
mand.” 

Any Convair FW employee 
may enroll provided he has the 
necessary prerequisites. These in¬ 
clude chemistry, physics, analyti¬ 
cal geometry, trigonometry and 
college algebra. 


Improvements Planned by CRA 
For Eagle Mountain Resort 


Grid Tickets Placed On 

Tickets to the TCU Frosh vs. 
Baylor Frosh grid battle sched¬ 
uled for 8 p.m., Oct. 31, went 
on sale this week at CRA office, 
according to H. G. Starkey, CRA 
president. 


Sale at Convair 

The contest between the first 
year men of the two schools will 
be held at Amon Carter stadium 
and is being sponsored by the 
TCU Ex-lettermen’s Association. 

All seats are $1.20. 


Football Tickets 

The following tickets are available to all CRA members and 
Air Force people stationed at Convair FW at the CRA office 
in Industrial Relations. 

football 

Tickets to all home games played by Carswell Air Force Base 
Flyers at Farrington Field. Reserved seats $1.80, general admission 
$!. 20 . 

Tickets to TCU Frosh vs. Baylor Frosh game, 8 p.m., Oct. 31, 
at Amon Carter Stadium. All seats $1.20. 


Improved and enlarged Convair 
Recreation Association beach and 
picnic facilities on Eagle Moun¬ 
tain Lake were planned this week 
as result of action of the Fort 
Worth CRA Employee Council at 
its September meeting. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA president, 
announced that the beach and pic¬ 
nic area will be improved and the 
facility retained by CRA if cur¬ 
rent negotiations with the own¬ 
ers are successfully completed. 

At the same time, Starkey an¬ 
nounced that unforeseen compli¬ 
cations have led CRA to look for 
a new site for the planned CRA 
Recreation Center. Originally it 
was scheduled for the city-owned 
fat stock show grounds. 

“We’re keeping the two smaller 
meeting rooms which are used by 
CRA bridge, dramatic and other 
activities,” he explained. “But 


NEW CRA AIDES—At left is J. S. Lewis, new band commis¬ 
sioner at Fort Worth who succeeds M. W. Widener, while at right 
is Glen Carter, new ice skating commissioner for FW. 


the large exhibit room we found 
impractical to decorate and equip 
in the fashion necessary for our 
large gatherings. 

“We haven’t given up hopes for 
a large CRA center, but we’re 
looking for a new location.” 

Starkey also announced that 
CRA is considering a contract 
under which the CRA riding and 
roping activities would be head¬ 
quartered at the Circle R Ranch. 
The activities now use stock show 
facilities beside Will Rogers Coli¬ 
seum. 

Currently under consideration 
is an agreement under which 
owners of Circle R Ranch would 
provide stables for CRA-owned 
horses, and would make available 
rental stables for CRA members 
v’ho own their own horses. 

In addition, the agreement con¬ 
templates that the ranch’s arena 
and stands would be used by CRA 
exclusively. The arena is the 
same at which CRA rodeos drew 
crowds of up to 5,000 people 
during the summer months. 

The area may also be used as 
a baseball diamond for the CRA 
youngsters’ Little Leagues, for 
picnics and for other large CRA 
gatherings. 

Under present plans for the 
beach, additional picnic tables will 
be installed as quickly as possible 
in order that they may be used 
throughout the fall until cold 
weather comes. 

The swimming area would be 
improved by removing stumps to 
make additional area available, 
and by the creation of a specially 
roped-off area for small children. 

Further, considerable additional 
parking space would be prepared 
to accommodate thousands of 
families in the 1952 swimming 
season. 
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SEVEN LIVES TO GO—Rosemary Mullen holds kitten who risked 
neck once, entombed in wall of SD Division Manager K. F. Lea- 
man's office, and again by falling into patio fish pond. Inset shows 
cat emerging from rescue hole outside building I. 

Lemme Out Boys! 

Cat Trapped Inside Wall Adds 
Wails to Leaman Staff Talk 


Unseen and uninvited, a vari¬ 
colored kitten early this month 
became the first cat to attend a 
San Diego division manager’s 
staff meeting. 

Speaking from inside the office 
wall in building 1, the kitten 
showed a bold disregard for pro¬ 
tocol, interrupting Division Man¬ 
ager K. F. Leaman at will. 

When Leaman queried his 
staff: “How do we stand on the 
340 production—” the kitten 
broke in mewing: “Never mind 
the 340 boys, get me outa here!” 

“Gentlemen,” Leaman con¬ 
tinued with a wry glance at the 
wall,” a few days ago when 
I saw a rabbit in the garden 
outside my office you accused 
me of suffering from a ‘Harvey 
complex.’ Now, I ask you, do 
you hear what I hear?” 

An hour and two holes in the 
wall later the kitten’s escape was 
accomplished by a rescue crew 
including Chief Plant Engineer 
John Petit, Vern Sharp and S. J. 
Fortunato. 

“Our ‘cat detector’ was unavail¬ 
able that day and we had to rely 
on hearing alone to pin-point the 
cat’s position,” Sharp admitted. 
Working outside building 1, ears 
to the wall, the rescuers cut a 
strange figure. From the side¬ 
lines it appeared that Fortunato’s 


“Here, kitty, kitty” would qualify 
him in a hog-calling contest. 

The first hole cut in the wall 
missed by inches, but the second 
was a bull’s eye. The kitten 
emerged blinking and hungry. 

How it got into the predicament 
remains unsolved. Best guess is 
he crawled unseen through a 
man-hole in another part of the 
building, open while telephone 
men were checking wires. 

Rosemary Mullen, Leaman’s 
secretary, took charge of the waif 
immediately, and with Dorothy 
Weldon, secretary to A1 Johnson, 
plant night manager, arranged 
accommodations in the patio ad¬ 
joining Leaman’s office. They fed 
the kitten by eye dropper at first. 

“I had the first shift, Dorothy 
the second,” Rosemary explained. 

All went well with the orphan 
for several days until he fell into 
the fish pond. Industrial Engi¬ 
neering people, lunching there at 
the time, dragged him out. 

“That settled it,” Dorothy 
declared. “The kitten already 
had used up two of his nine 
lives and he needed a safer 
environment.” 

So Ruth Ware (Dept. 102-2) 
volunteered to give him a home 
and since then the kitten has 
been living a life of luxury, fed 
from a nursing bottle and spooned 
full of Pablum! 


Hawkshaws 
Help Reduce 
Error Total 

To err is human . . . but it’s 
nevertheless costly in producing 
airplanes. 

So costly, in fact, that Convair 
FW uses a special crew of “blun¬ 
der detectives” to spot production 
mistakes, trace their causes, and 
figure out ways and means to 
correct them in the future. 

Technically, they’re known as 
analysts in the statistical Quality 
Control group headed by J. L. 
Coburn in Inspection department. 

As an example of results being 
achieved by departments which 
have been most successful in 
their S.Q.C. efforts, Coburn 
points to records made in Con¬ 
vair FW’s machine shop. 

“A year ago,” Coburn explains, 
“this department was averaging 
one error for every 100 man 
hours worked.” 

This summer, after S.Q.C. 
“gum shoes” were put on the 
“case,” that figure dropped to 
only one error for every 200 
man hours. 

“It would have been impos¬ 
sible,” Coburn hastens to point 
out, “without 100 per cent co¬ 
operation of production personnel 
in that department.” 

Basically, the same is true for 
all fabrication departments, he 
adds. For example, during March, 
1950, manfactured parts totaled 
roughly 626,000 for all fabrica¬ 
tion departments. A year later, 
these same departments were 
turning out 1,117,339 parts— 
without an appreciable increase 
in errors. 

Another big factor reflecting 
the watchdog benefits of S.Q.C. 
is that the number of employees 
more than doubled during the 
same period. 

“Naturally,” Coburn says, “the 
rate of errors is expected to in¬ 
crease any time new, inexperi¬ 
enced people go on the job.” 

How does statistical quality 
control operate? 

Coburn and his staff first 
spend 13 weeks looking over a 
department to determine normal 
operation and the average num¬ 
ber of mistakes. This is to estab¬ 
lish what is called allowable 
error limits. At this point, the 
actual number of errors—or fre¬ 
quency rate—is compared to the 
allowable errors, which were es¬ 
tablished by mathematical for¬ 
mula. 

“Applying this procedure, we 
can locate weak spots in each 
work area,” Coburn explains. 

If the number of errors in a 
department goes up, the analysts 
know it at once, and relay 
the information to supervisors. 
Supervisors, in turn, take steps 
to correct the situation. 

Each week, S.Q.C. staff mem¬ 
bers meet with supervision to 
analyze trends indicated by their 
research. 

“All of this boils down to the 
simple fact that if an individ¬ 
ual knows the extent of his 
error frequency, he can reduce 
it,” Coburn points out. 

And this, in turn, helps to im¬ 
prove Convair’s overall perform¬ 
ance in producing top quality B- 
36s within budgeted cost—and 
on schedule. 


Convair SD Folk Give 
$500 to Flood Needy 

Red Cross solicitations at Con¬ 
vair SD last month netted $501.13 
for relief of middle west flood 
victims. 

W. W. Sutton, Red Cross fund 
raising director at San Diego, in¬ 
formed Convair that $292.68 was 
contributed by warm-hearted Con¬ 
vair folk on the first day of 
solicitation and $208.45 on the 
second. 

“Many thanks for Convair’s as¬ 
sistance and cooperation,” Sutton 
said. 



DOUBLE AWARD—Convair awards ten-year service pins by the 
score, but never until this month has company honored two brothers 
at same time. Harry McKay, SD field operations superintendent, 
center, made presentation to F. G. Brown, left, and V. A. Brown, 
whose length of service is almost same. Both have spent most of 
their time in field operations, many times working on same airplane. 
Currently, however, they are assigned to different projects with 
F. G. on B-36s and V. A. on T-29s. 


Alone at Sea 


Crew 'Runs Out' on Yachtsman 
Sailing Down Coast to SD 



Next time William Presch, Con¬ 
vair SD engineer, puts to sea he 
will be surer of his crew. 

Even though it was almost two 
months ago, he hasn’t forgotten 
what it is like to go three days 
and three nights with little relief 
at the wheel of his 36-foot yawl. 

“I was scarcely out of sight 
of land, en route from Seattle 
to San Diego, when the two 
young chaps who had signed on 
as my crew ran out on me,” 
Presch recalled this week. 

“Of course, they couldn’t run 
any further than the cabin, but 
they might as well have been on 
the moon for all the help they 
gave me.” 

This was in late July when 
Presch (CONVAIRIETY, June 6, 
1951) was sailing his boat Sind- 
bad south to a permanent berth 
at San Diego. 

“It wasn’t long after the 
Washington coast had disap¬ 
peared in the overcast and we 
were alone on the sea that I 
realized I was in for a rough 
time. One of the boys was so 
frightened that he turned the 
color of library paste and re¬ 
mained that way until he saw 
land again. The other took sick 
and he, too, remained that 
way.” 

Three days and three nights 
later, some 80 miles off the coast 
ol Oregon, the Sindbad felt the 
freshening wind and surging 
swells of a storm. 

“We were in for a blow and I 
was so tired I scarcely knew 
what I was doing. I’d been living 
on biscuits and whatever I could 
hold in one hand at the wheel, 
for I didn’t dare turn the tiller 
over to one of my ‘crewmen,’ 
even if they would have dared to 
take it. 

“So I did the only thing I 
could. Dropped everything ex¬ 
cept the mizzen, lashed the wheel, 
hung a riding light and let the 
Sindbad take care of herself, nos¬ 
ing into the wind, while I hit the 
sack.” 

When the blow subsided and 
Presch had recovered enough 
strength to continue, he put into 
Coos Bay, Ore., to get rid of his 
crew and get some rest. 

“The worst of it was exposure. 
Even with long underwear, two 
pairs of pants and foul weather 
gear I was chilled to the bone by 
the dampness.” 

A Seattle friend, Bob Ander¬ 
son, summoned by phone, flew to 
Coos Bay and he and Presch con¬ 
tinued on to San Francisco, 
covering the 400 miles in three 
and a half days. For one 24-hour 
period they were going lickety 
split, averaging five knots with 
only the staysail up! 

“Even that wasn’t easy, for 
neither of us got much sleep. 
Two hours at the wheel was 
about all we could stand. With 
heavy following seas, the steers¬ 
man spent more time looking 
backwards, so as to meet the 
swells properly, than he did look¬ 


ing ahead!” 

At San Francisco Presch con¬ 
tacted a yachtsman’s group 
known as a “Crew Pool” that 
solved his problems speedily. The 
“pool” is made up of volunteers 
who like to sail and offer their 
time and services without charge. 
He enlisted two University of 
California men for the trip to 
San Diego, who together with 
Presch and Anderson made a 
comfortable ship’s complement. 
Also while in San Francisco 


HOME AT LAST —Upper 
photo shows yawl Sindbad coast¬ 
ing into berth at SD yacht club 
after stormy voyage down coast. 
Below is William Presch, SD en¬ 
gineer, skipper who stayed at 
wheel three days, three nights 
when green crew turned "green." 

Presch and Anderson were inter¬ 
viewed over radio KXR and re¬ 
lated their experiences up to that 
point. 

“The 450 miles to San Diego, 
which we made in four days, was 
‘heaven’ compared to the earlier 
part of the trip,” Presch com¬ 
mented. “With that many aboard 
we staggered our watches so that 
no one was overtired. 

“I’ll know better next time. De¬ 
liver me from a seasick crew!” 

(Much of Presch’s trip was 
preserved in movie film. He 
would be glad to show it to 
any interested Convair yachts¬ 
men.) 



SQUARING THINGS—L. R. Purselly, Dept. 14-2, keeps things 
"on the square" with Convair FW's square-hole drill. Here he 
inserts drill into ball-bearing "wobbler." Tool department also can 
make hexagon and 12-point holes. These tools are used principally 
for making wrenches. 
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Green Light Turns Red Once at 
FW to Signal Disabling Injury 


A single red light—signaling a 
disabling injury—burned but once 
during the first 15 days of the 
‘•'green light” safety campaign 
now under way at Convair FW, 
according to Fred Temple, safety 
section supervisor. 

The lone casualty was a pro¬ 
duction dispatcher of Dept. 22 
who suffered a strained back. 

Except for the one day of red 
for the Dept. 22 safety board, all 
40 of the green lights burned 24 
hours a day throughout the en¬ 
tire plant for the period. 

The green lights burn at all 
times until a disabling injury oc¬ 


curs. At that time, the green 
light in the department where 
the injury occurs goes out and a 
red light goes on to warn all 
employees in the area of the acci¬ 
dent. 

In a second phase of the cam¬ 
paign, safety officials and offi¬ 
cers of the Convair Management 
Club, which is cooperating in the 
campaign, are studying safety 
patrol needs at White Settlement 
and Castleberry Schools. 

“As soon as we can determine 
needs,” said Club President E. C. 
Costantino, “we’ll buy safety pa¬ 
trol equipment for the two 
schools.” 



JUST RIGHT—G. A. Frazier hangs certificate tool service de¬ 
partment received from American Society of Safety Engineers 
for outstanding safety achievement. Department worked nearly 
1,600,000 manhours without a disabling injury. 


FW Tool Service's Great Safety 
Record Wins Industrial Honor 


For the second time in history, 
a Convair Fort Worth Division 
department was recognized this 
month by the Fort Worth Chapter 
of the American Society of Safety 
Engineers for an outstanding 
record in safety. 



It always gives me the shivers 
to think what would happen if 
a wing busted on one of those 
things. 


Award was made to the tool 
service department last week 
after employees had completed al¬ 
most four years of work and more 
than 1,600,000 man hours with¬ 
out a disabling injury. 

G. A. Frazier, general foreman, 
accepted the award at the month¬ 
ly meeting of the Fort Worth 
Chapter ASSE on behalf of his 
department. 

The chapter presents two year¬ 
ly safety awards to firms in the 
Fort Worth area. One goes to the 
firm or unit that has the out¬ 
standing safety record in the in¬ 
dustrial field, and the other is 
presented to the unit giving the 
outstanding contribution to safety 
in the Fort Worth area. 

Only other Convair FW depart¬ 
ment to be honored was the tool¬ 
ing department under A. P. Hig¬ 
gins. The first award was pre¬ 
sented in 1946. 

Tool Service’s record dates back 
to Dec. 27, 1947. Since that 
date, tool service has had no dis¬ 
abling injury and the record was 
still intact at press time. 



THE REAL THING — Real ground-breaking is under way at 
Pomona at site for new Guided Missile division plant. Shown on 
scene are, left to right, O. W. Brown, engineer for contractors, 
T. C. Murphy, Navy engineer, E. T. Waldon, Convair construction 
engineer, and George M. Robertson, missile division chief admin¬ 
istrative engineer. 



SAY AH!—While H. M. Miles, right, listens through stethoscope 
for hiss of escaping air, F. E. Walker applies sealant along seam 
where air escapes from pressurized B-36 camera compartment. Both 
are Dept. 44 employees. 

Tattletail Hiss 

'Doctor-Detectives' Tune Ears 
Leaks Inside B-36 




Countess Will 
Address Club 

International intrigue and war¬ 
time espionage will get feature 
billing when Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club members and their 
wives meet Oct. 13 in the FW 
plant cafeteria. 

Authentic information on spy¬ 
ring activities will come from 
Countess Maria Pulaski, former 
spy for the British Ministry of 
Intelligence, according to W. E. 
Magnuson, program chairman. 

Countess Pulaski will relate her 
experiences in escaping from her 
homeland, Poland, after it fell be¬ 
fore the German onslaught, and 
her underground escape to Eng¬ 
land where she volunteered for 
the role of spy. 

Later, the countess secretly re¬ 
turned to Poland as an espionage 
agent and remained there 
thioughout World War II gather¬ 
ing information for the British. 

The countess will stop at Fort 
Worth en route to California, 
Magnuson says. 

Also on the Ladies’ Night pro¬ 
gram will be a fashion show by 
Meacham’s department store. 

A filet mignon dinner will be 
served the 800 guests at 6:30 
p.m., with organ music during 
dinner. The hospitality hour is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Dancing 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. to the music 
of Ken McGarrity’s orchestra will 
complete the evening. 

Earlier requests from members 
cnat the club meet elsewhere 
brought this reply from Club 
President Ernie Costantino: 

“We have investigated possi¬ 
bilities of holding club meetings 
some place else, but there is no 
other clubroom large enough to 
accommodate a group of this size 
for the price we can afford to pay. 

“All other locations would run 
30 per cent or more above the 
present cost,” he says. 


To Ballot at FW 

Nominations for 1951-52 offi¬ 
cers in the Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club open Oct. 1, according 
to L. H. Allen, club nomination 
committee chairman. 

“Ballots are being mailed to 
all club members,” Allen says. 
“From the nominations we re¬ 
ceive on the cards, the committee 
will tabulate the results and name 
the candidates.” 

The election will be in No¬ 
vember. 


Random Gift Sent to 
Korea Finds Its Way 
To Ex-Convair Man 

It’s really a small world, 
after all. At least O. T. Co¬ 
burn, owner of the Coburn 
Vending Co. that supplies Con¬ 
vair FW’s vending machines, 
found it so. 

Coburn donated a case of 

cigarettes to the armed forces 
in Korea recently. 

Last week he got a letter 
from Sgt. Carl W. Adams 
thanking him for the cigarettes. 
Adams is a former Convair FW 
employee and his father is 

J. W. Adams, Dept. 27-5! 

“I’ve received two letters 
thanking me for the cigar¬ 

ettes,” Coburn says. “It’s not 
a great gift, but I intend to 
send several more cases to 

Korea.” 


Beginning Oct. 1, a shuttle 
bus which has operated from 
Mission Hills to the San Diego 
plant and back again, serving 
first shift people, will extend 
its tour to serve passengers as 
far as Fifth and University. 

The bus will leave Fifth and 
University at 6:39 a.m. every 
Monday through Friday, travel 
down Washington and thence to 
the freeway, arriving at the 
plant before 7 a.m. In the 
afternoons, the bus will leave 
from the east side of overpass 
1 at 3:40 p.m. and make its 
return trip. 


Working under pressure is no 
fun — unless you’re locked up 
tightly inside an airplane com¬ 
partment with a stethoscope to 
your ear. 

Then it becomes an adventure. 
Because you’re a combination doc- 
tor-detective-sealant expert. And 
you have a vital role in making 
an airplane safe for high altitude 
flying. 

At Convair FW there are a 
score or more employees who fit 
into the above category. They’re 
the men who spend all day—or 
night—probing the insides of B- 
36’s in search of leaks that could 
be deadly. 

Within a few minutes after 
these men report for work each 
day, they’re literally sealed up 
inside the belly, nose or tail 
compartments of the huge 
planes. 

With a flashlight in one hand 
and a stethoscope clutched firmly 
in the other, they go about their 
work. 

“After the men are sealed in,” 
says N. L. White, assistant fore¬ 
man, “a valve outside the ship is 
opened allowing air to stream 
into the chamber at the rate of 
cne-half pound per minute until 
the pressure inside reaches three 
pounds per cubic inch.” 

In case of emergency, the work¬ 
ers inside can signal for the pres¬ 
sure to be reduced and the cham¬ 
ber opened. The only other times 
they come out are at rest periods 
and during lunch hours. 

“Only men in top physical con¬ 
dition are allowed inside the pres¬ 
sure chambers,” White points out. 

Working in total darkness with 
only the beam of their flashlights 
to guide them through the maze 
of structures inside the ship, the 
workers depend on highly-trained 
ears to locate the tell-tale hissing 
of escaping air. 


For identification, the bus 
will carry a “Convair Main 
Plant” sign. 

The extended service will 
make it possible for many Con¬ 
vair people to avoid the trip 
through metropolitan San Diego 
to and from the plant with a 
consequent saving in time. The 
Fifth and University location 
is also a convenient transfer 
point for those traveling to 
more distant localities. 

Arrangements for the ex¬ 
tended service were made by 
SD’s Employee Service. 


“When the men first start 
checking a pressure chamber they 
can easily hear the air spewing 
out and locate the leaks,” White 
says. 

“But before long they have to 
put on stethoscopes in order to 
locate unsealed spots.” 

Once a leak has been spotted, 
a special sealing compound is ap¬ 
plied. It takes from 10 to 15 gal¬ 
lons of sealant to make each com¬ 
partment air-tight. 

Two kinds of stethoscopes are 
used—the “two-ear” type which 
doctors regularly use and a modi¬ 
fied “one-ear” style. These in¬ 
struments have been used in de¬ 
tecting pressure chamber leakages 
for the last three years. Prior to 
that, soap suds were squirted over 
the surface and leaks located by 
bubbles. 

“Not only was that a messy 
operation, but it was dangerous 
because the soap became so slick,” 
White recalls. 

Credit for discovering the 
stethoscope method goes to 
W. R. Casey, Dept. 44. Casey 
received an Employee Sugges¬ 
tion Award for his idea. 

The stethoscopes are employed 
in checking all pressurized com¬ 
partments. Tests are run twice 
by the doctor-detectives — once 
under three-pound pressure while 
the plane is on the fuselage as¬ 
sembly line and again under the 
same pressure when it reaches 
final assembly. 

After the second check, the 
compartments are again sealed 
up—this time without any work¬ 
ers inside—and a third test is 
made. The last is under seven 
and a half pound pressure, ap¬ 
proximately the same used for 
high altitude flying. 

“No one is allowed to work 
under that extreme pressure,” 
White says. 



I can’t help it if your Aunt 
Martha WILL be in the congre¬ 
gation today! 


Special Shuttle Bus Service for Convair SD 
Extended to Include Fifth and University 
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Tool Depts. Party at El Monte 
Oct. 7 to Close Picnic Season 


Convair SD’s last big picnic of 
the summer season is set for Oct. 
7 at El Monte Park, four miles 
east of Lakeside, where more 
than 1,000 members of tool manu¬ 
facturing and their families are 
expected to gather. 

0. Q. Fawcett, picnic chair¬ 
man, said ticket sales ($1.50 per 
person) have been going well. 
This includes a full day of games, 
food and dancing. Activities start 
at 10 a.m. with the world series 
on television and a variety of 



BOTTLE BABY—Gulping pop 
from baby bottle is Art Wright- 
son (Dept. 8 SD) with help from 
wife. Occasion was race at de¬ 
partment picnic. Ultimate win¬ 
ner, however, was Bud Coole. 

games (egg throwing, sack races, 
etc). The barbecued beef meal 
will start at 11 a.m. In addition 
to all the trimmings, Fawcett 
promised plenty of soft drinks 
for the kids and beer for the 
adults. 

After lunch, games will con¬ 
tinue and at 2 o’clock a magic 
act is slated, followed by drawing 
for the more than 50 valuable 
prizes that have been accumu¬ 
lated. Dancing to Jerry Dennis’ 
orchestra will continue from 4 to 
7. Fawcett said supervised play 
will be arranged for children 7 
and under. 

* * * 

Dept. 8 gathered Sept. 9 at 


Cocktail Springs Ranch near 
Del Mar where Supervisor Hal 
Smith was host to about 60. 
Jimmy McFall was program 
chairman, aided by Des Goodland 
and Gil Crosthwaite, who ar¬ 
ranged activities including horse¬ 
shoes, volleyball, softball, a 
unique “bottle baby” race, and 
a treasure hunt for the young¬ 
sters. Refreshments were sup¬ 
plied by CRA. 

* * * 

Cake and coffee were served 
at a Dept. 22 party for Mary 
Ann Harlow, honoring her recent 
marriage to Joseph Thompson, 
also Dept. 22. They were wed at 
Yuma, Aug. 24, and kept union 
a secret until now. Their new 
home is 4352 Florida Street. 

* * * 

Stockroom girls of Dept. 4 
and Dept. 6 at SD presented Joan 
Bose (Dept. 4) with baby buggy 
at farewell party Sept. 7. 

* * * 

Art Sepin (Dept. 27-3) was 
guest of honor at potluck lunch 
at plant 2 Sept. 14 on occasion of 

his receipt of 15-year pin. 

* * * 

Storekeepers and dispatchers 
of plant 2 served ice cream and 
cake during lunch hour party 
Sept. 14 for Charlotte Shnell 
(Dept. 22) who is leaving com¬ 
pany. 

* * * 

More than 100 couples attend¬ 
ed get acquainted dance Sept. 15 
held by Dept. 6 Electric and 
Radio group at Stirrup Cup. 

Bill Garcia, senior design engi¬ 
neer, was master of ceremonies. 
Stu Wilson of service publica¬ 
tions entertained with a magic 
act. N. W. Bouley, assistant chief 
engineer at SD, spoke briefly. 

Couples brought novelty gifts 
which were handed out alphabeti¬ 
cally. Guests danced until 2 a.m. 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

On return from vacation, 
Harold Collier, Dept. 365, assis¬ 
tant foreman, was feted at sur¬ 
prise birthday party Sept. 18. 
His twin brother, Homer Collier 
of Dept. 360, was also a guest. 


Openings in SD Apprentice Plan 
Offer Chance to Far-Sighted 


A number of openings exist at 
Convair SD for young men with 
vision who wish to become jour¬ 
neymen. 

The opportunity is in connec¬ 
tion with the Convair apprentice 
program, operated in conjunction 
with city, state and federal ap¬ 
prenticeship agencies. Through 
its combination of classroom and 
practical experience, hundreds of 
young men have attained their 
journeymen certificates during 
the program’s ten years of opera¬ 
tion. 

“Possession of a journeyman’s 
certificate is a big advantage to 
the men who want to get ahead 
and who are far-sighted enough 
to map their future in advance,” 
H. W. Rubottom, SD Training 
supervisor, explained. “It is a 
guarantee of experience and skill 
that every company recognizes 
immediately and opens the way 
for increased earning capacity 
and security later on.” 

Convair offers broad and com¬ 
prehensive training in seven skill¬ 
ed trades, tool and die making, 


C2 L- 



Did you notice which way 
Junior went? 


jig and fixture building, aircraft 
construction (sheet metal), air¬ 
craft machinist, aircraft mechanic 
and aircraft engine mechanic (A 
& E), plaster pattern making, 
aircraft electricity, and aircraft 
electronics. The course covers 
four years (8,000 hours) of train¬ 
ing and study, part on the job 
and part in classrooms of the 
San Diego Vocation School. 

Apprentices are paid for both 
time on the job and time in the 
classroom. 

Applicants should have some 
knowledge of the requirements 
of the trade before they apply. 
Those with previous related work 
experience can be granted time 
allowance of up to 2,000 hours 
(one year) depending upon the 
degree of their experience. 

To be eligible applicants must 
be between 17 and 26 years of 
age, high school graduates, me¬ 
chanically inclined. 


120 Answer Call to 
Engineering Study 

Graduate study at Convair FW 
reached an all-time high this 
week as 120 employees in the 
Engineering department dusted 
off school books and prepared for 
their second semester of college 
study. 

Labeled a “tremendous suc¬ 
cess” by Training Section Super¬ 
visor R. B. Craig, the graduate 
program will enter its second 
semester Oct. 2 with six subjects 
offered. 

Enrollees are reminded to 
bring official college transcripts 
to the first class meeting in 
order to complete registration. 
Fees also will be payable at this 
time, Craig says. 


FW Hails New 
Tennis Ruler 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s tennis legions at Convair 
FW crowned a new king of the 
singles division last week after 
Charles Samson ended Fred 
Brown’s four-year reign as sin¬ 
gles champ in the annual plant¬ 
wide net tournament. 

Brown won the singles divi¬ 
sion for the past four years and 
moved to the finals this season 
against one of the toughest fields 
ever assembled at Convair FW. 

Samson is a relative newcomer 
to CRA tennis activities at FW. 
His steady play and blistering 
drives set Brown back in the 
finals matches that saw Samson 
win, 6-4, 6-2. 

Samson teamed with Tom Love 
to better Brown and Frank Cal- 
darola by 6-3, 6-1, to cop the 
doubles championship. 

The consolation finals between 
Jules Dussourd and John Riza 
were rained out last week. Sam¬ 
son moved by Tom Love in the 
semi-finals of the championship 
singles bracket and Brown polish¬ 
ed off Hap Manning in the second 
semi-finals match. 



DOWN AND OUT—For this novel angle photo, cameraman 
assumed position on floor that most of Jimmy Dunn's opponents 
eventually adopt involuntarily, down on the canvas. Dunn (Dept. 
25 SD) is managed by Terry McGovern (Dept. 31 SD), great feath¬ 
erweight of '20s and '30s. 




CONGRATULATIONS—Fred 
Brown, left, four-time winner of 
CRA singles tournament at Con¬ 
vair FW, congratulates Charles 
Samson on winning 1951 plant¬ 
wide singles. 


Baseball Tryouts 
Will Start Sept. 30 

Tryouts for Convair SD’s entry 
in the San Diego city baseball 
league will start Sunday, Sept. 
30 at 1 p.m., Convair field, Mid¬ 
way and Rosecrans. 

Pete Beyrer, team manager, 
will be assisted by Pete Grijalva 
as coach and also on occasion by 
Syd Durst, former big leaguer 
and once manager of the San 
Diego Padres. 


Terry McGovern, Great Boxer 
For Two Decades, Now at SD 

“Terrible Terry” McGovern, whose fists struck countless blows in 
more than 500 professional fights, believes the art of modified 
murder will come back to great public acclaim—thanks to TV. 

“The days of the million dollar i 

Many times a contender but 
never a champion, Terry fought 
the best at one time or another, 
including Young Corbett, Frankie 
Field and Frank Fink. (The last 
named is not to be confused with 
Convair SD’s chief engineer, 
Frank Fink!) 

The toughest fights he remem¬ 
bers were against Tony Herrara 
(a Dallas ten-rounder he lost), 
and against Joe Rivers (which he 
won in Juarez). 

“They’ll remember me in 
Texas,” McGovern said. “I had 
a gym in Dallas and fought in 
Fort Worth many times.” 

Terry began his career in 
Fresno, Calif., and fought his 
first fight at 12. He never got 
big enough to qualify as more 
than a featherweight (127 
pounds), though he many times 
fought men who outweighed him, 
and won. 

Between 1918 and 1922 Terry 
was in the Navy, serving aboard 
the USS Texas, since retired as 
the flagship of the “Texas Navy.” 
During the twenties and part of 
the thirties he fought from one 
end of the nation to the other. 
(In one season in Florida he 
fought 18 fights, which is a lot 
of ten rounders!) He even found 
time to tour Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and South Africa. 

“But I haven’t ever really quit 
t?ie business,” Terry continued. 
“I’m managing three fighters on 
the side * now. One of them is 
Jimmy Dunn, a rigger in Dept. 
25 at San Diego, and a great 
featherweight. 


‘gate’ may be gone, but the 
money will be made in boxing, 
just the same. It’ll come mainly 
from television rights and the 
audience will be coast to coast,” 
the former ring man, now in 
Dept. 31 at SD, predicted. 

McGovern (his real name is 
Roy E. Easter) had a career that 
lasted for nearly 20 years of 
fighting. His last bout was in 
1937 in Columbus, Ohio, against 
Henry Armstrong, then holder of 
three world championships in 
various weights. Age had slowed 
up Terry and as he recalls: 

“I could see them coming but 
I couldn’t get out of the way. 
That’s where I lost these front 
teeth!” 


Jackson and Jackson 
Shine in FW Doubles 

A pair of horseshoe pitching 
wizards bearing the name of 
Jackson showed a large field of 
contestants their heels to win the 
CRA playoffs in the annual plant¬ 
wide tournament completed last 
week. 

R. L. Jackson and J. C. Jackson 
of Dept. 31-2 came through with 
flying colors to win the doubles 
competition. 

R. L. Jackson kept up his win¬ 
ning ways by besting C. A. Tay¬ 
lor, Dept. 30, for the singles 
crown. R. B. Thomas won third 
in the singles competition. 

Trophies went to the winners 
of each division. 


“Jimmy has won 12 of his last 
15 fights. On his vacation soon 
lie’s going to fly to Australia for 
three ten-round fights.” 

Dunn, who has been with Con¬ 
vair about a year, has done most 
of his recent fighting in the Los 
Angeles, Hollywood area. 


SD Doubles Teams 


YOU WIN—R. L.-J. C. Jackson, left, looks on as R. L. 

Jackson measures horseshoes. Jackson boys won plant-wide doubles 
in CRA tournament at Convair FW. R. L. Jackson was also singjes 
champion. 


Compete for Title 

Doubles teams from buildings 
1 and 2 at Convair SD are play- 
big for the plant horseshoe cham¬ 
pionship this week. 

Representing building 1 are 
Carlo Constantino and Bob 
Richards (both Dept. 102-3), 
who won that area title. Repre¬ 
senting building 2 are Archie 
Stirling and Murvin Pierce ( both 
Dept. 55), who also won their 
way into finals. 

Elimination is best three of 
five games and the event is 
slated for the north end of build¬ 
ing 1, at rest periods. 
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ABSORBED—Only a strike could follow such con¬ 
centration as C. B. Mitchella displays on opening 
night of CRA bowling at FW. He is secretary of 
Convair Classic League and heads Fort Worth 
Bowling Association. 


JAM SESSION—Opening night of CRA bowling at FW brought 
out quite a crowd. In this photo keglers gather around H. G. 
Starkey, bowling commissioner, who is adding up scores. More than 
730 enthusiasts from Convair FW will take part in this activity this 
fall and winter. 


BODY ENGLISH—Rea Smith adds 
a light twist to her delivery as she 
takes part in opening night CRA bowl¬ 
ing activities at FW. 


Dorius Defends 
Golf Crown 

Convair SD’s annual golf cham¬ 
pionship will start Oct. 14 over 
Mission Valley links. 

There will be no qualifying 
round and players will be assign¬ 
ed to various flights on the basis 
of handicap, CRA commissioner 
Russ Osgood indicated. 

Defending champion in the 
championship flight will be Ted 
Dorius, who last year eliminated 
Whitey Ostwald in the finals. 
Aside from such stars of past 
years as Russ Strayer (a former 
champion), Ostwald (a former 
industrial champion) and Ken 
Ellis, Dorius will face competi¬ 
tion from a number of newcomers. 


Mission Valley Site 
Of Next Golf Meet 

Convair SD’s monthly golf 
sweepstakes will be over the 
Mission Valley course Sept. 29 
and 30. 

It is a straight medal play 
event with four prizes in each 
of four handicap divisions, 
covering both gross and net 
scores. Starting times are 7:30 
a.m. to 9 on Saturday and 8 
a.m. to 9 on Sunday. 


Most prominent is Art King 
of Dept. 22 who was low amateur 
in the Southern California open 
at Rancho and more recently was 
runner-up in the city tournament 
played at Balboa. Other new con¬ 
tenders are Bill DeWitt and Jack 
Nichols, both one handicappers, 
and A1 Reiter (whose recent 70 
over Mission Valley, scored with 
borrowed clubs is an indication 
of his skill). 



TEXAS PERCH—June Denby, 
15, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. 
H. Denby, Dept. 25-3 FW, landed 
this tarpon while angling off Port 
O'Connor. June and her mother 
have been staging tarpon rodeo 
for past five years. June's latest 
fish is % inch longer than best 
fish caught by her mother. 



High Scoring Features Opening 
Of Bowling Competition at SD 


An improved quality of bowling 
marks both the 830 division and 
the 805 at Convair SD. 

The first two weeks of the sea¬ 
son in the 830 produced no less 
than 48 games of 200 or better. 
The two highest were Hal 
Bursch’s 268 and Manny DiGiu- 
lio’s 240. There were three 600 
series bowled in the early stages 
of the league with Tony Berardini 
rolling 629, Bursch 626, and Mike 
Brooks 609. 

Tool Planning took an early 
lead for high team game with 965 


17 bowlers scored 200 or better 
during the first two weeks. High 
game and series was rolled by 
Sam Graves, a 233 game and a 
621 series. 

CRA Commissioner Mike 
Brooks predicted this will be a 
highly competitive league as team 
averages are fairly even. On 
Sept. 14 there were about 200 
spectators and Brooks said there 
is room for 500. He urged spec¬ 
tators to come out and watch the 
bowlers, 6:30 to 9 p.m. every 
Friday. 


while Sheet Metal was out in 
front with a team series of 2,713. 
Meanwhile, in the 805 division, 


Girls Shine in 


Bowling Loops 

The accent was on the girls 
last week in Convair SD’s bowl¬ 


ing handicap leagues. 

Grabbing the spotlight in the 
Pacific Recreation loop (6:30 
every Wednesday) was Evelyn 
Sayles, top notch feminine bowler 
and a past president of the San 
Diego Women’s Bowling Associa¬ 
tion. She rolled a 222 game that 
not only was high among the 
women but was not far from the 
best men’s mark. Her best series 
(high for the girls) was 566, 
which topped the men. 

Proving that the men are not 
completely out of it, Paul Newlin 
turned in a high series of 558 and 
Ed Moore a high game of 235. 

At the Academy handicap 
league (6:30 every Wednesday), 
the girls also turned in fine per¬ 
formances. Louise Rankin regis¬ 
tered high game for the women 
with 202 and Hilda Popova held 
high series of 510. Among the 
men John Overdeer led with 211 


high game and Tex Teuter 
high series with 581. 

ACADEMY LEAGUE 


Team W 

Five Rockets . 8 

Mat Cate . 6 

Experimental .-. 5 

Terriers . 4 

Accounting . 4 

Misses and Splits . 4 

Con Men . 3 

Dept. 825 . 3 

Last Chance . 2 

Chieftains . 1 

PACIFIC LEAGUE 
Team W 

Setbacks . 10 

Five Old Men .-. 9 

Sparkers .—. 9 

Navigators . 8 

Pinwheels . 7 

Do or Die . 7 

The Robins . 7 

Spoilers . 7 

Seatterpins .-. 6 

Chisel Pointers . 6 

Sad Sacks —. 5 

Mighty Five .— 4 

Ramp Rats . 3 

Speculators . 3 

Convairettes .— 3 

Perishable Fools . 2 


took 


L 

0 

2 

3 

4 
4 

4 

5 

5 

6 
7 

L 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 
5 
5 

5 

6 
6 

7 

8 
9 
9 

9 

10 


Standings prior to September 21: 
830 SCRATCH 


Team W L 

Tool Planning . 8 0 

Sheet Metal . 7 1 

B-36 Bombers . 6 2 

Engineering No. 1 .... 6 2 

Mech. Maint. ...-. 6 2 

Experimental ..—... 5 3 

Misfits . 4 4 

Production Control . 4 4 

Engineering No. 2 _ 4 4 

Electric Bench ......... 3 5 

B-36 Primary .—. 3 5 

Arm-onics .*.. 3 5 

The Orphans _ 2 6 

Fuselage . 1 7 

Lodge 1125 I.A.M.. 1 7 

Radi* . 1 7 

805 SCRATCH 

Team W L 

Accounting . 7 1 

Strike Out . 6 2 

5 X’s . 5 3 

Safety Check .—. 5 3 

Radio Lab.... 5 3 

Production Plann. . 4 4 

Eng. Liaison .—-. 4 4 

Rail Birds ...*. 4 4 

Terriors ..-____ 4 4 

Topplers ......... 3 5 

Experimental .„... 2 6 

Elect. Maint. . 0 8 


Academy League 
Needs Bowlers 

Convair SD’s Academy handi¬ 
cap league at 9 p.m. every Wed¬ 
nesday could use some more 
bowlers. Contact Jim Hayman 
during the day at his home, H-6- 
1262, or Mike Brooks at the SD 
plant, ext. 429. Last week stand¬ 
ings in this league: 


Five Roses ... 6 2 

Micellaneous ..*. 5 3 

Salvagers . 5 3 

Misguided Missiles .-. 0 8 


Referees Sought to 
Call FW Hoop Games 

Convair Recreation Association 
at Fort Worth is looking for 
qualified basketball referees to 
call intra-plant cage games dur¬ 
ing the coming months, according 
to H. G. Starkey, CRA president. 

Any Convair FW employees 
who have had experience in of¬ 
ficiating basketball games will 
be considered for paying jobs as 
cage officials, Starkey says. For 
information contact CRA, ext. 
5141 at FW. 



GRAVES MEN—For a bowling team, J. R. Graves Sr. (Dept. 13 
SD) doesn't have to go outside the family, or much outside Convair 
either! Left to right, Barbara (Mrs. J. R. Graves Jr. of Dept. 31), 
J. R. senior, J. R. junior, (Dept. 31), William Graves (Solar), Sam 
Graves (Dept. 401), Jack A. Graves (Dept. 22). They are in Con¬ 
vair SD 805 scratch league. 


Family Unites as 
Bowling Team 

Bowling is a “related” sport 
for one Convair SD family. 

Known as the “Five Ex’s” 
(meaning obscure but probably 
because of Experimental influ¬ 
ence), they are the J. R. Graves 
Sr. family, of which all but one 
work for Convair. They make up 
for this lapse by adding a daugh¬ 
ter-in-law, who is a Convair girl, 
as a scorekeeper! 

Members of the team bowl in 
the 805 scratch league at the 
Tower. Besides the father they 
include J. R. Graves Jr. of Dept. 
31 (whose scorekeeper wife is 
Barbara Graves also of Dept. 31), 
Sam Graves (Dept. 401), Jack A. 
Graves (Dept. 22) and the lone 
maverick on the team, William 
Graves of Solar. Another son is 
Ralph Graves of La Jolla. 

Among them they have about 
20 years of Convair experience, 
with J. R. junior heading the 
seniority list with 12 years, fol¬ 
lowed by Sam with about five. 
Originally they were from Rich¬ 
mond, Va., but when J. R. junior 
came to San Diego and reported 
on what he found, the migration 
west started. 


Foursomes Vie 
In Links Duel 

One man from each of four 
handicap groups will make up 
teams scheduled to compete in the 
regular CRA September golf 
sweepstakes Sept. 30 over Rock- 
wood Golf Course, according to 
F. F. Foster, CRA golf commis¬ 
sioner. 

Teams will be drawn from a 
hat with each team getting one 
man from four handicap groups. 
Prizes will go to the first eight 
teams having the lowest net 
score. 

Registration will open at 7:30 
a.m. at Rockwood and all entries 
must be in by 8:30 a.m. Entry 
fee is $1.00. 

All players with established 
handicaps will use handicaps on 
file with the golf commissioner. 
Players without handicaps will be 
handicapped following the 18-hole 
round. 

The tournament is open to all 
CRA members, all Air Force 
people, and representatives of 
other organizations assigned to 
duty at the Fort Worth division. 


Second Shift Tooling 
Wins Softball Title 


SD Getting Ready 
For Hoop Season 

A basketball organizational 
meeting will be held next month, 
with workouts to start in the 
middle of October, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Gil Crosthwaite said at 
Convair SD. He indicated Con¬ 
vair this year would enter three 
teams in city leagues. 


Convair FW’s second shift tool¬ 
ing department won the annual 
plant-wide playoffs for the CRA 
softball crown last week by dump¬ 
ing Dept. 22-8 in a 5-0 game. 

Dept. 22-8 won the first shift 
Convair League and tooling cop¬ 
ped the second shift league title. 

Both teams lost one game dur¬ 
ing the second half of league 
play. 
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Orders For New Model 340s 
Pass 100 Mark as PAL Signs 


Orders for Convair-Liner model 
340s this month moved over the 
100 mark with a three-airplane 
contract signed by Philippine Air 
Lines of Manila. 

PAL is the ninth major air car¬ 
rier to place an order for 340s. 
Fifteen domestic and foreign air¬ 
lines already are operating the 
earlier model Convair-Liner, the 
240. 

Francis C. Jones, administra¬ 
tive officer of the air line, com¬ 
mented that “airline traffic on 
PAL’s inter-island routes is 
steadily increasing. In planning 
for even greater expansion we 
have selected the Convair-Liner 
340 to assure our customers of 
the world’s finest air transporta¬ 
tion, We feel that we are getting 
the maximum in safety, speed 
and comfort. 

“N e w air-conditioning and 
pressurization features of the 340 
will enable us to offer substan¬ 
tial improvements in passenger 


luxury over our tropical routes.” 

PAL’s international routes ex¬ 
tend from London to San Fran¬ 
cisco via the Pacific, covering 
two-thirds of the world. Addition 
of the 340s will bring the com¬ 
pany a fleet up to 47 aircraft of 
both twin and four-engine de¬ 
signs. PAL plans to use the Con- 
vair-Liners on its inter-island and 
regional routes. 

Although the 340 prototype is 
scheduled to fly next month, pro¬ 
duction 340s are not slated for 
delivery until next year. Al¬ 
though externally very similar to 
the 240 model, the new ships in¬ 
corporate a great many changes 
and improvements that are not 
apparent to the layman. Wing 
span is 105 feet 8 inches and 
overall length is 79 feet two 
inches. Gross weight is 45,000 
pounds and maximum payload is 
11,632 pounds. The 340 cruises at 
an average air speed of 280 mph 
with a loaded range of 545 miles. 
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GOINS UP—Workmen are making fast progress on Convair SD's new Engineering Development 
Center, a three-story building adjacent to building 5. Photo was taken from top of wind tunnel 
building. 



PIGGY BACK—John Glenn (Dept. 57), who has nurtured model 
340 Convair-Liner prototype into "adult" life, was all over the 
place when engines were hung. Here he rides "piggy back" to get 
close view of installation. 


Does Convair Have Your Correct Address? If 
Not, You May Miss Some Important Mail! 


If you are a Convair FW em¬ 
ployee and have changed your 
address since July 1, 1951, then 
C. H. Buse, tabulating supervisor, 
is looking for you. 


Change of data cards are lo¬ 
cated at each time clock in the 
plant and can be returned to 
timekeepers on duty at the end 
of every shift, Buse says. 


New Engineering Center 
Joins San Diego Skyline 


XC-99 Sets 
Another New 
Cargo Mark 

(Continued from page 1) 
is Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen, 
Kelly commander, who won his 
wings in World War I and who 
still flies every type of aircraft 
under his command. 

The McClellan round trip was 
the sixth since the evaluation 
program of the huge carrier was 
temporarily interrupted for mod¬ 
ernization. In these six flights, 
il has flown approximately 100 
hours and carried more than 
800,000 pounds of cargo. 

Before modernization, it had 
flown some 133 hours in the pro¬ 
gram, traveled 21,000 miles and 
carried approximately 1,500,000 
pounds of cargo. 

Said the Air Force release on 
the XC-99: 

“Following his first flight as 
pilot for the XC-99, Maj. Ney- 
land concurred in Colonel Tucker’s 
appraisal of the XC-99 as an ex¬ 
tremely stable, quiet, and power¬ 
ful craft which handles easily in 
the air.” 

The XC-99 was designed by 
Convair at SD. Wing for the 
huge craft was built on B-36 pro¬ 
duction lines at FW division and 
shipped to SD for mating with 
the fuselage. After being brought 
near to completion at SD, it was 
flown to FW for further work 
before being delivered to the Air 
Force. 


Convair’s new Engineering De¬ 
velopment Center was moving 
ahead “on schedule” this week 
with indications that it will be 
substantially complete by early 
December. 

The three-story $2,658,000 
structure, which will supplement 
Convair SD’s already large fa¬ 
cilities for engineering person¬ 
nel, is located adjacent to build¬ 
ing 5 and near the present wind 
tunnel building. 

Built of reinforced concrete, 
the new addition will harmonize 
architecturally with the rest of 
the plant and will add 225,700 
square feet of floor area. Largest 
building erected by Convair since 
World War II, it is 210 feet by 
375. Plans call for an unusually 
fine lighting and ventilation sys¬ 
tem. 

Engineering expects to move 
into the new area as soon as pos¬ 
sible, probably before the first 
of the year, bringing relief from 
crowded conditions and providing 
room for expanding engineering 
activities. At the conclusion of 
the move, the Engineering de- 


SD Sends Delegates 

Two representatives of Convair 
SD’s Management Club were in 
Chicago this week attending the 
National Association of Foremen 
convention. They are J. M. 
Rogers, president, and James 
Hopkins, recording secretary. 


partment, including design 
groups, technical groups, elec¬ 
tronics and guidance section, ex¬ 
perimental factory, wind tunnel 
and engineering administration 
will all be located in one inter¬ 
connected area. 

“The arrangement being 
planned will permit a high de¬ 
gree of coordination among 
similar activities and yet pre¬ 
serve area flexibility,” J. F. 
Schirtzinger, assistant chief 
engineer at SD, said. 

The general arrangement pro¬ 
posed will place shop type opera¬ 
tions on the first floors of build¬ 
ing 5 and of the new building. 
Electronic laboratory operations 
are scheduled for the second floor 
of the new building and design, 
technical and administrative 
operations are earmarked for the 
third floors of building 5 and the 
new building. Specialized elec¬ 
tronic facilities will be on the 
roof of the new building while 
the wind tunnel and test labora¬ 
tory activities will remain essen¬ 
tially in their present locations. 

In addition to the cost of the 
building itself, Convair is invest¬ 
ing in special equipment costing 
approximately $400,000, which 
brings the cost of the addition 
to more than $3,000,000. 

Actual construction is being 
handled jointly by the George A. 
Fuller Co. and the F. E. Young 
Construction Co. 


To Buse and his section of ac¬ 
counting department people fall 
the job of keeping tab on ad¬ 
dresses of Convair men and 
women. 

“From time to time we send 
out important notices and bulle¬ 
tins from the company,” Buse 
says. “And we always get from 
two to three thousand back due 
to wrong addresses.” 

“Shortly after the first of the 
year we will begin sending out 
employee’s W-2 income tax 
forms. They are necessary for 
filing income tax returns and 
some folks may be delayed for 
some time in getting their forms 
if we have the wrong address,” 
Buse points out. 


The same situation as out¬ 
lined above at Fort Worth ap¬ 
plies with equal force at San 
Diego division. 

“Frequently we have impor¬ 
tant messages to pass along to 
employees,” Gene Pasek, em¬ 
ployment supervisor, said. 
“Often we find that the address 
to which we forward the mail 
has not been occupied by the 
employee for months!” 

It is to the employee’s ad¬ 
vantage to keep the company 
files up to date. At San Diego, 
call at Industrial Relations and 
report any changes in address. 



HEAVYWEIGHT — Big and beautiful too is Convair-built 
XC-99, world's largest land plane, shown here in various views 
after record-breaking round-trip between Kelly AFB, Texas, and 
Travis AFB, California. Left above are bomber engines unloaded 


via self-propelled hoist that can handle 10,000 pounds in single 
trip. Photo at right is not trick photography but double-deck 
cargo hold as it appears looking forward.—Air Force photos. 


























































Ride-Sharing Cited as Best Way to Reduce Auto Traffic 



LOADED DOWN—Nine FW people crowd into 
this station wagon daily, thereby cooperating in 
share-ride and saving wear and tear on eight cars. 


TRAVELING LIGHT — In contrast is this "lone 
ranger" who goes it alone, wasting seats that other¬ 
wise could be used in share-ride. 


SIX COMBINE—Six Convair folk go it together 
in this car. If everyone followed suit, traffic would 
be reduced substantially. 
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CONVAIR'S FAIREST—These three FW girls finished one, two, 
three in recent CRA beauty contest. Center is Mrs. Virginia Huf- 
fine, named Miss Convair, at left is Mrs. Betty Thompson, placed 
third, and at right Mary Ruth Brown, placed second. (Story on 
page 3.)_ 

FWs Payrolls and Employment 
Break All Records in History 

Convair FW division’s employment and payrolls continued 
to climb this week with the announcement that payroll and 
employment figures have surpassed any recorded in the history 
of the plant. 


Survey to Help 
Boost Number 
of Share-Riders 

Convair FW employees can—if they really want to 
—eliminate one-third of all the traffic they battle every 
day going to and from work at the Fort Worth divi¬ 
sion. 

And, at the same time, they could improve their 
parking conditions by more than 30 per cent. 


Chest Drive 
Over the Top 
in QuickTime 

Led by generous contributions 
of second and third shift Con¬ 
vair FW employees, Convair FW 
folks last week turned in a 
•whopping $45,800 up to Thursday 
afternoon to meet and pass their 
Community Chest quota in record 
time. 

Second and third shift people 
set the pace by raising 103.5 per 
cent of their quota during the 
opening three days of the cam¬ 
paign, M. L. Hicks, campaign 
chairman, reported. 

To Dept. 43 (Bomb Bay) went 
the honor of being the first de¬ 
partment to pass the 100 per cent 
mark. Dept. 43 employees turned 
in 102.8 per cent of their quota 
opening day of the drive. 

Other charter members of the 
“Red Feather Oscar” Club in¬ 
cluded traffic, estimating, pub- 
(Continued on page 2) 



NE W CH IEF—W. A. Clegern 
has b£en appointed chief of en- 

P ineering flight test at Convair 
W. 


Clegern Named 
New FW Chief 

The appointment of a new 
chief of engineering flight tests 
and new assignments for five de¬ 
partment-head level men were 
announced this week at Convair 
FW. 

W. A. Clegern was named 
chief of engineering flight tests 
to succeed J. T. Ready Jr., J. W. 
Larson, chief engineer, an¬ 
nounced. 

(Continued on page 2) 


FORT WORTH EDITION 


August C. Esenwein, division 
manager, announced that employ¬ 
ment has surpassed the peak 
reached during World War II and 
an earlier announcement made 
public the fact that payroll fig¬ 
ures have reached an all-time 
high. 

Peak employment figure during 
the war was 30,609 workers 
reached during November, 1943, 
w’hen Convair was building B-24 
bombers. However, the total 
stayed above the 30,000 mark 
only two months. 

The current total at Convair 
FW is beyond the 30,600 mark. 
The division surpassed the 30,000 
employees three months ago and 
employment figures have in¬ 
creased steadily since that time. 

Payroll figures passed the 
$10,000,000 per month mark last 
month and are expected to in¬ 
crease with the current employ¬ 
ment figures. 

Esenwein’s estimate that the 
1951 payroll figure would pass 
$100,000,000 represents the larg¬ 
est figure ever recorded by a sin¬ 
gle industrial plant in the South¬ 
west. 

Actual payroll for the nine 
years the Fort Worth division has 
been in operation prior to 1951 
totaled $371,800,000. This year’s 
payroll will bring the overall total 
close to the half-billion mark for 
a decade of operation. 

The first year of operation, 
1942, the payroll was $10,100,000, 
about the same as the current 
monthly payroll figure, and one- 
continued on page 2) 


New Bus Routes 
Under Study 

Officials from Convair FW and 
the Fort Worth Transit Co. were 
studying proposals this week to 
help more Convair folks lick traf¬ 
fic and parking problems by 
opening new bus routes to the 
plant. 

Under consideration is a pro¬ 
posal that a bus run out W. 
Seventh St.; through Arlington 
Heights on Camp Bowie; continue 
on Camp Bowie to Ridglea Dr.; 
through Ridglea via Ridglea Dr. 
and Calmont; and straight to the 
plant. 

“Many people have asked us if 
it were possible to get bus serv¬ 
ice from the Arlington Heights 
(Continued on page 2) 


Convair FW employees dug 
deep last month and came up 
with a startling $10,326.56 to 
boost the second Crusade for 
Freedom campaign. 

The total more than tripled 
1950 division contributions of 
$3,200 and was more than half 
of Fort Worth’s $20,000 goal this 
year. 

Convair FW employees’ re¬ 
sponse to the Crusade for Free¬ 
dom brought congratulations 
from all directions. Gen. Lucius 
D. Clay, national chairman, ex¬ 
pressed his gratitude: “Convey 


Those reminders came today 
from G. D. Higgins Jr., man¬ 
ager of Industrial Security, on 
the eve of a plant-wide survey 
aimed at increasing share-the- 
ride participation among employ¬ 
ees. 

“It’s simple,” commented Hig¬ 
gins. “Back during the war, each 
car coming to Convair averaged 
four passengers. 

“Now we’re averaging only two 
and one-half passengers. 

“If we could get our average 
back up to four passengers, more 
than one-third of all the cars 
coming to Convair now would be 
left home. 

“Besides improving traffic, 
that would make a lot of Con¬ 
vair wives happy, too. They’d 
have the family car to use more 
often! 

“And in addition to all that, 
everyone would be saving money 
by reduced car and tire wear 
and tear, and reduced gasoline 
and oil consumption.” 

Cards for the share-the-ride 
program will be distributed by 
timekeepers to all employees 
Thursday, Oct. 11. 

By means “of the cards, drivers 
looking for riders will be sup¬ 
plied them; passengers looking 
for rides will find them; and 
drivers looking for car pools will 
be brought .'together. 

After the.; cards have been 
filled out, employees are asked 
to turn them in to department 
clerks. Clerks, in turn, will de¬ 
liver them to the employee serv¬ 
ices section of industrial rela¬ 
tions. 

The employee services trans¬ 
portation desk will then set up a 
file by which riders and drivers 
can be put in touch with one 
another, and by which drivers 
may become members of car 
pools. 

Co-operation of all employees 
in filling out the cards promptly 
was asked by M. G. Burland, 
manager of industrial relations, 
who pointed out: 

“Our share-the-ride file—and 
our entire share-the-ride pro¬ 
gram—will be only as successful 
as the help given by Convair 
employees themselves.” 


my personal appreciation to these 
men and women who have made 
such a significant contribution to 
the fight against world Com¬ 
munism. 

“This kind of support gives us 
renewed determination to carry 
on the job of getting the truth 
through the Iron Curtain.” 

From R. Wright Armstrong, 
city campaign chairman, came 
these words: “I am completely 
overwhelmed at the enthusiastic 
response made by Consolidated 
Vultee employees. ...” 

(Continued on page 2) 


AMC Names New 
District Head 

Col. William S. McDuffee this 
week was the new commander of 
the Air Materiel Command’s 12- 
state Southern Air Procurement 
district in which Convair FW is 
located. Col. McDuffee succeeds 
Col. Beverly H. Warren. 

In his new post, Col. McDuffee 
is the Air Force’s official liaison 
with all aircraft industries in the 
south and southwest performing 
under AF contracts. 

He has served as deputy com¬ 
mander of the Central Air Pro¬ 
curement district with headquar¬ 
ters in Detroit since last March. 



COL. W. S. McDUFFEE 


Col. Warren has been in charge 
of the Southern Air Procurement 
district since it was organized 
March 1. He will go to AMC 
headquarters where he will serve 
with the director of Procure¬ 
ment and Industrial Planning. 

A veteran of over 30 years of 
aviation service, Col. McDufee re¬ 
signed a commission in the Min¬ 
nesota National Guard in 1917 to 
enter flight training in what was 
then the aviation section of Army 
Signal Corps. He served during 
World War I in France and 
served in various key procure¬ 
ment jobs after the outbreak of 
World War II. 

Since 1946, he has been vice- 
president of TACA, a South 
American Airline. He was re¬ 
called to active duty in January, 
1951. 


SD Names Manager 
Of B-36 Recycling 

At Convair SD last week, K. F. 
Leaman, SD division manager, 
named R. C. Loomis, formerly 
head of Quality Control, to be 
manager of the B-36 Recycling 
program. 

G. A. Covington, formerly chief 
of inspection, becomes manager 
of Quality Control and P. M. 
Prophett was named manager of 
Flight. 


Convair Freedom Crusade Gifts 
Over Half of Whole City Goal 
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i,eq Seek Ch tried 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
fo«- Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 82—C. B. Shu¬ 
maker. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 30—H. R. Mont¬ 
gomery. Dept. 46—C. R. Carter, L. E. 
Holzschuh. Dept. 50—H. M. Anthony. 
Dept. 61—R. O. Berkshire. Dept. 65— 

J. B. Groves Jr. Dept. 76—S. L. Carle- 
ton. Dept. SI—O. H. Hill, T. B. Man- 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4—J. T. Y. Ty¬ 
ler, C. Hurley. Dept. 7—C. D. Gray, E. 
W. Perry. Dept. 8—J. T. Scott Jr., J. 
P. .Slater. Dept. 9—M. L. Bristol, F. O. 
Turner, R. L. Wiggins. Dept. 11—D. R. 
Portwood, W. J. Stanfield, L. E. Barbee. 

Dept. 14—W. R. Cooper, J. M. Henley, 
H. L. Brown. Dept. 15—L. B. Young. 
Dept. 20—N. G. Reyna. Dept. 22—G. I. 
Moodv, W. D. Jones, B. M. Slemmons, 

F. Snead, G. O. Davis, V. G. Sim¬ 

mons, C. D. Barton, L. F. Bowers. 
Dept. 24—W. D. Lanford, W. E. Sparks. 
Dept. 25—M. E. Messersmith, F. Hall, 
M. Temple. Dept. 26—W. D. Wilson. 

Dept. 27—J. C. Linnstaedt, L. K. 
Mauldin, A. E'. Sammons, C. W. White, 
F. H. Bailey, H. J. Bassham, J. R. 
Johns, J. F. Harrell, J. W. Randall, 

A. J. Rapp Jr., J. H. Schober, J. W. 
Smith, W. M. Young, H. P. Dill, R. M. 
Cleveland, H. E. Dean, R. E. McLennan 
Jr., M. W. Martin, W. D. Ray, A. B. 
South worth, D. F. Brown, M. F. Wal¬ 
lace, W. D. Hooten, L. C. Tatom Jr. 
Dept. 30—J. N. Abernathy, C. A. An¬ 
derson, R. P. Bass, J. W. Boase, J. C. 
Eddlemon, W. L. Garrison Sr., H. W. 
Hargrave, W. M. Mann, O. R. Morgan, 
R. E. Sassman, K. L. Smith. 

Dept. 31—E. L. Barrineau, J. L. 

Boydston, D. E. Britton, T. D. Conaway, 
E F. Craig, J. S. Creekmore Jr., J. E. 
Crowder, W. M. Daniel, L. A. Dobbs, 
R. E. Garner Jr., P. R. Geer, C. R. 
Haney, W. N. Horton, J. P. Koldin, G. 
E. McWilliams, G. D. Melton, P. S. 

Newsom, G. F. Newsome, D. L. Porter, 
W. T. Poston, J. T. Reaves, C. Reynolds, 
J. O. Robertson, W. M. Robinson, J. T. 
Routt, J. L. Rutledge, F. L. Springer, 
J C. Storer, H. P. Strickland, R. H. 
Strickland, G. C. Tucker, L. E. Turner, 
J. L. Whatley, T. A. E. Wier, J. W. 
Woodruff. , j. 

Dept. 43—O. G. Blackwell, W. M. 

Boucher, R. L. Brown, B. Flippin, W. 
T. Henners, M. O. Holland, R. J. Pugh, 

C. G. Rogers, F. J. Skaggs, C. J. Sulak, 
H. D. Trammell. Dept. 44—C. E. Bays, 

C. D. Bostick, W. C. Branam, R. A. 
Butler, W. D. Calahan, R. M. Cushman, 
M. E. Dillard, C. D. Geer, C. E. Hubert, 

E. L. Johnson, G. Johnson, J. J. Minor, 
J. W. Orrell, W. H Sapp, C. E. Shirley, 
J. B. Talkington, B. C. Warden, J. P. 
Webb, R. M. Wilmut, H. C. Worcester. 

Dept. 45—N. H. Bordeaux, F. E. 

Brinkley, R. L. Fletcher, H. B. Lancas¬ 
ter, F. Keen, M. A. McCauley, L. K. 
Moran, G. L. Rayburne, G. A. Smith. 
Dept.46—R. Bassham, M. T. Buffington, 
R. M. Fisher, J. E. Hatley, H. M. House, 
T. Jones, E. J. Lee, H. Miller, G. E. 
Milligan, J. G. Moon, B. L. Pate, E. H. 

Spruce. Dept. 47—I. C. Crunk, S. H. 

Grimes Jr., D. W. Henderson, H. R. 

Horn, R. Houghton, C. M. Petrek, W. 
W. Shields, T. C. Smith, R. T. Tram- 
' mell. Dept. 48—E. T. Bynum, J. L. 
Dove, L. H. Hardin, H. F. Hoaldndge, 

B. W. Kuykendall, D. W. McClendon, E. 
Pope, G. T. Roark, A. L. Smith. 

Dept. 50—J. Aldridge, R. N. Brandt, 
A. W. Cain, O. R. Campbell, D. G. Cant¬ 
well, R. L. Chappell, A. Copeland, T. N. 
Curry, D. M. Fowler, A. H. Fox, L. 
Grisham Jr., R. H. Hines Jr., J. W. 
Hudson, B. B. Jones, S. E. J. Levisee, 
J. M. Maddox, W. R. Powell. Dept. 61 
—F. B. Bettes, J. C. Boenisch, J. C. 
Burkett, W. B. Corley, W. D. Gamble, 

G. W. Goldman, G. P. Hailey, P. O. 
Littleton, M. A. Matelan, L. J. Moore, 
J. B. Null, W. K. Phillips, J. L. Ridley, 
J. W. Stacks, R. R. Tonberlin, H. K. 
Ward. 

Dept. 64—P. M. Coriddi, E. N. Corley, 

F. R. Grass, 0. B. Harris, G. R. Hawley 
Jr., C. H. Henley Jr., H. L. Holcomb, 

F. P. Jones, C. L. Landers, J. R. Maes¬ 
tri, C. C. Price, R. B. Pruett, M. Rea- 
soner, W. R. Roach, J. W. Satterfield, 
J. W. Sims, W. H. Stapleton. 

Dept. 65—C. G. Bolton, C. O. Byarlay, 
W. Y. Carlin, 0. A. Cawood, R. C. 

Chandler, G. E. Dalton, C. F. Drake, 
A. J. Duncan, B. Freeman, O. T. Hel- 
mick, A. Hix, C. O. Jenkins, C. M. Lee, 

D. O. McClain, R. V. Mauldin, R. E. 

Miller, E. C. Mitchell, H. R. Pierce, F. 

E. Rodgers, H. R. Ryder, W. W. De 

Shazo Jr., W. W. Smalling, J. M. Stro¬ 
ther, H. E. Thomas, T. B. Warden, W. 

D. Wright Jr. 

Dept. 73—M. W. Allison, W. H. Far- 
quhar, E. H. Fisher, J. P. Kirkland, L. 

G. McKinley, C. G. Phink, F. E. Rod- 

ieck. Dept. 74—H. K. Ballard, J. E. 

Diekman, M. L. Forrest, T. C. Freed¬ 
man. Dept. 75—C. W. Smith. Dept. 
76—W. C. Gormel, J. H. Minze, T. T. 
Moss. Dept. 81—T. O. Buie, C. V. Cot¬ 
ter, D. A. Layne, L. C. Wann, J. A. 
Weatherford, U. G. Westmoreland, L. 

H. Wheatley, R. L. Yeager. Dept. 82— 
J. H. Boozer, L. D. Tunnell Sr. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective October 1 are: 
Dept. 3, Industrial Relations: To train¬ 
ing specialist, C. A. Glauber. To spe¬ 
cial courses instructor, W. G. Timmons. 

Dept. 4, Material: To production 
change analyst, R. D. Lanham, O. B. 
Powell. To buyer, H. C. Davis. To 
assistant supervisor, G. E. Coffman. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To service en¬ 
gineer, J. F. Blair, H. R. Tomlinson. 
To design engineer, R. J. Burton, J. B. 
Ray, R. M. Schmitt, P. A. Sherman, G. 

E. Trimlett, J. D. White, D. N. Hanson, 

C. E. Hart Jr., J. F. Keller Jr., J. 
Kohen, B. W. Landborg Jr., M. T. Ger- 
stine, F. E. Armstrong. To engineer 
writer, C. E. Elliott. 

To engineer illustrator, J. W. Gilbert. 
To chief of engineering test flight, W. 
A. Clegern. To test engineer, A. C. 
.Shafer. To flight test engineer, R. C. 
Shellberg. To administrative assistant 
supervisor, H. D. Hedge. To assistant 
project engineer, P. J. Lynch. To design 
group engineer, R. Woforil. To aircraft 
service assistant supervisor, W. R. Swain 
Jr. 

Dept. 7, Works: To development liai¬ 
son man, C. E. Rohmer, A. J. Ferguson. 
To cost analyst, J. Lynn. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: To contract ana¬ 
lyst, D. C. Bishop. 

Dept. 12, Flight: To reserve captain, 
L. Claude. 

Dept. 18, Estimating: To price esti¬ 
mator, E. E. Jackson. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: To assistant fore¬ 
man, J. B. Freilly, J. H. Shook, W. C. 
Utley. To foreman, R. D. Timms. 

Dept. 22, Production Control: To pro¬ 
ject coordinator, A. F. Hawkins, C. H. 
Wilson, J. W. Bishop, D. G. Brew. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To assistant super¬ 
visor, G. E. Pringle. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: To supervisor, L. 

K. Mauldin. To assistant supervisor, 

D. R. Gerth, R. A. Smith. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: To ana¬ 
lyst, H. E'. Harrison, S. E. Taylor. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: To assistant 
foreman, N. K. Bryant. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: To assistant 
foreman, W. A. Wagner. 

Dept. 61, Field Operations: To fore¬ 
man, L. O. Shepherd. To assistant 
foreman, H. E. Christofferson. 

Dept. 76, Armament: To assistant 
foreman, H. H. Bagby, A. C. Steppick, 
O. Cross. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Many employees are seeking rides to 
and from work. If you drive your own 
car and can carry extra passengers, why 
not leave your name and telephone num¬ 
ber with Employee Services, Ext. 4278. 

Riverside: Lou Baxter, 213 North 
Chandler. Phone EDison 7907 or Ext. 
4292. Shift, 8 to 4:45. 

Southeast: Clarice Wurster, 922 East 
Arlington. Phone Wilson 0885 or Ext. 
42S4. Shift, 8 to 4:45. 

Haltom City: R. F. J. Linehan, 1404 
Shadow Lane. Ext. 4127 or 2191. Shift, 
8 to 4:45. 

Southside: B. L. Sparks, 1410 Penn¬ 
sylvania. Phone FOrtune 7166 or Ext. 
4170. Shift, 7 to 3:45 p.m. 

River Oaks: L. C. McClaflin, 920 Red 
Oak Lane East. Phone NOrthcliff 2507 
or Ext. 2217. Shift, 7 to 3:45 p.m. 
ROLLING HILLS 
Faye McDade, 2325 Linda Lane. 
Phone Wayside 7830 or ext. 3100. 

Shift, 3:45 to 12:15. 

RIDGLEA 

L. W. Jones, 4209 Westridge Ave¬ 
nue. Phone Sunset 7951 or ext. 2255. 
Shift, 3:45 to 12:15. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

Ronson Princess cigaret lighter with 
sentimental value lost Sept. 24 on lawn 
outside door at 95-C. $10 reward is of¬ 

fered. Contact Gloria Brown, Col. 109-C 
or Ext. 2174. 

LOST—Yellow-gold wedding ring be¬ 
longing to J. W. Nolley, Dept. 44. 
Believed lost from pocket somewhere 
in Dept. 44. Please return to Em¬ 
ployee Services section or phone SU- 

1385 to contact owner. 


Births 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $240.64 for the 
period ending September 28, 1951: 

Dept. 9, Accounting: J. R. Scholvin 
(2nd award). 

Dept. 24, Tooling: B. M. Smith. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Robert 
Barnes. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: C. D. Meuir, 
R. Rogers. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: C. V. Hen- 
shaw, R. C. Nowell. 

Dept. 43, Bomb Bay: J. E. Evans. 

Dept. 44, Nose and Tail: G. G. Brown. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
C. E. Fitzhugh, 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: J. L. 
Graves. 

Dept. 73, Subassembly: J". C. Biggs, 
E. A. Clayton. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: D. E. Clem- 


FORT WORTH 

EZELL—Daughter, Pamela Jane, 10 
lbs. 1oz., born October 1 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. R. Ezell, Jr., Dept. 24-1. 

PARKER—Daughter, Karen Sue, 9 
lbs. 3 oz., born Sept. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. T. N. Parker, Dept. 22-5. 

MORRIS—Daughter, Pamala Kae, 7 
lbs. 8 oz., born Sept. 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
S. B. Morris, Dept. 20. 


See Page 6 for CRA 

As CRA stories are frequent¬ 
ly closely associated with sports 
news, CONVAIRIETY with 
this issue has shifted the usual 
CRA page to page 6, facing 
the sports page. Henceforth 
CRA news will occupy this 
position in the paper. 


CONVAIR PAIR ELECTED 

James Wilford (Specification 
Group at SD’s plant 2) and Wini¬ 
fred Wilford (Dept. 55 SD) re¬ 
cently were elected vice-president 
and recording secretary of the 
Linda Vista Democratic Club. 
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STARTS 21 ST YEAR—H. K. Growald, left, chief of engineering, 
test at Convair FW, receives 20-year pin and congratulations from 
August C. Esenwein, FW division manager. 



RECORD 'CRUSADE' — Climaxing Convair FW Crusade for 
Freedom drive, division officials hand over last of 12 coin sacks. 
Handing money to city drive chairman R. Wright Armstrong are 
B. G. Reed (left), assistant division manager; D. L. Lynn (second 
from left), Convair mechanic, and C. H. White (right), factory 
manager. 


Convair FW Donations to Crusade for Freedom 
Total $10,326, More Than Half of City Goal 

(Continued from page 1) 


Last year in the first Crusade 
for Freedom, Fort Worth led all 
other cities, in the southwest in 
total contributions and “bids well 
to do so again,” Armstrong says. 

Enrollments in the campaign 
numbered 27,695. This compares 
with 16,000 who signed Freedom 
scrolls last year. 

August C. Esenwein, division 
manager, points out that among 
the voluntary contributions made 
by FW employees, were 6,127 
one-dollar bills and several five- 
dollar notes—although emphasis 
was on dime, quarter and half- 
dollar donations. 


CHEST DRIVE OFF 
TO FAST START 

(Continued from page 1) 
lie relations and division mana¬ 
ger’s staff. 

Oscars have also been pre¬ 
sented to the following depart¬ 
ments during the opening three 
days: industrial engineering, ac¬ 
counting, contracts, inspection, 
wing subassembly and structure, 
mating and wing components, 
fuel and oil tank sealing, de¬ 
velopment field operations, fin¬ 
ishing and armament, industrial 
relations, works, budget, flight, 
production control, subcontracts, 
process control, machine shop, 
outer wing and engines, final as¬ 
sembly, field operations and tool 
room and fixtures. 

“The response of all division 
employees has been very gratify¬ 
ing,” Hicks said. “All depart¬ 
ments are rapidly approaching 
their quotas and we feel sure 
that we will go over the top be¬ 
fore the end of the week.” 

Hicks urged employees who 
have been absent or on vacation 
during the time of the plant-wide 
campaign to turn in their cards 
and contributions as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 


In the plant, the campaign was 
under the general direction of 
Loyd L. Turner, manager of pub¬ 
lic relations. 

Funds contributed to the Cru¬ 
sade will be used to expand over¬ 
seas radio facilities in Europe 
and to build a “Radio Free Asia” 
station to help stop the spread of 
Communism in the Far East. 

New Bus Routes 
Under Study 

(Continued from page 1) 
area to the plant,” says M. G. 
Burland, Industrial Relations 
manager. “But service from that 
area was discontinued after the 
war and has not been re-opened.” 

Transit company officials are 
willing to open the new line to 
the plant if sufficient patronage 
is assured, Burland points out. 

Employees interested in riding 
the bus on this proposed route are 
asked to fill in the attached cou¬ 
pon and return it to employee 
service section office of Industrial 
Relations department. 

“The results of the survey will 
determine whether or not this 
new bus service can be opened,” 
Burland says. “We urge all in¬ 
terested employees to fill out the 
coupon and return it as soon as 
possible.” 


Clegern Named 

New FW Chief 

(Continued from page 1) 

Clegern joined Convair SD in 
1940 and served there in aero¬ 
dynamics, flight testing, power 
plant design and performance 
work. He transferred to FW in 
1949 as an aerodynamics engi¬ 
neer and recently served as as¬ 
sistant project engineer. 

D. C. McDougal, formerly as¬ 
sistant chief tool engineer, trans¬ 
ferred to report to V. C. Gillon, 
manager of master planning, as 
a project administrator in intra- 
departmental changes. 

J. J. Minton, formerly assistant 
chief of production control, now 
will report to manager of master 
planning as a project adminis¬ 
trator. 

A. F. Thompson has been 
named chief of production con¬ 
trol. He was formerly chief of 
sub-contracts. 

A. L. Barnett, former chief of 
production control, has been ap¬ 
pointed assistant chief tool engi¬ 
neer. 

O. A. Dworak will take over as 
chief of sub-contracts. He was 
formerly assistant chief of mate¬ 
rial. 


IAS SCHEDULES 
TURBOJET TALK 

A lecture on “The Principles 
of Turbojet Afterburning” will 
highlight a meeting Oct. 25 of 
the Texas section of the Institute 
of Aeronautical Sciences. 

Harold O. Adrion, power plant 
test engineer for Chance Vought 
Aircraft, will adddress the group, 
according to E. A. Kurzawa, 
Convair FW Dept. 4-2, president 
of the Texas section of IAS. 

“Much attention has been di¬ 
rected to the improvement of en¬ 
gine performance on jet-powered 
aircraft,” Kurzawa explains. 

“The afterburner is one phase 
of this development which has 
shown great promise. The speak¬ 
er will present basic principles 
behind this method of thrust aug¬ 
mentation.” 

Adrion has been associated 
with Chance Vought in the de¬ 
velopment of afterburners for 
Navy aircraft for the past four 
years. 

The dinner-lecture meeting is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in the 
Grand Prairie American Legion 
hall. Dinner will be by reserva¬ 
tion only. Call ext. 5130 or 5231. 

“All reservations made by the 
deadline, 4:30 p.m., Oct. 22, will 
be considered definite,” Kurzawa 
adds. Anyone interested in the 
lecture subject may attend. 

FW Payrolls Soar 
To Record Total 

(Continued from page 1) 
tenth of the estimated total for 
1951. 

In 1944, when the largest pay¬ 
roll prior to 1951 was recorded, 
Convair paid out $61,900,000 to 
employees. Payroll figures took 
a tailspin along with other post¬ 
war aircraft operations after 
1946. The 1946 total was $18,300,- 
000; 1947 recorded $31,100,000 
paid out; and $39,200,000 was 
paid out in 1948. In 1949, 
$46,700,000 was paid out and in 
1950, $69,500,000. 

Approximately 4,700 of the 
present employment total are 
women, or 16 per cent of the 
over-all figure. Thirty-eight per 
cent of the total wartime peak 
employment were women. 

Combined payroll of the two 
divisions at San Diego is over 
19,000, bringing the company’s 
total to about 50,000 employees. 


i- 

PROPOSED BUS ROUTE 

I 

If established, I will ride the Convair bus traveling W. 7th, 
Camp Bowie, Ridglea Dr. and Calmont to Convair plant. 

I Miss 
| Mr. 

I Mrs. _ 

(Initials and last name) (Home address) 

Dept. Clock No. Shift Hours 
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Convair Family, Made Homeless 
By Fire, Starts Life Anew 


“Mister, I’ve got a lot of 
friends. . . . ” 

William W. Mansir of Dept. 
345 at San Diego made the state¬ 
ment very simply but there was 
a wealth of pride and gratitude 
behind it and also there was a 
story of shock and heartbreak 
with a happy ending. 

Shortly before noon, Friday, 
Sept. 14, a neighbor telephoned 
Convair that Mansir’s home was 
on fire. By the time he got there 
the three bedroom rented house 
at 1055 Donahue was almost 
burned to the ground. When his 
wife (Flora Mansir, Dept. 27) 
joined him it was a scene of 
desolation. 

“My first thought was for the 
children,” Mansir recalled this 
week. “But my dog, Choppo, beat 
me to it in searching for them.” 

When the blaze was discovered 
a neighbor broke in a window in 
an effort to save some of the 
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furniture. Choppo, an Australian 
sheep dog, leaped in and dashed 
through the house. The children, 
however, were safe either at 
school or with neighbors and no 
one was inside. The trip through 
the flames cost Choppo some 
painful burns and he spent sev¬ 
eral days at the vet’s as a result. 

“Neighbors saved our canary 
cage and a sewing chest of my 
wife’s and that was all. Clothes, 
furniture, everything gone. 

“With four children you have 
to think ahead and I’d been 
buying furniture as I could, 
paying cash. It wasn’t in¬ 
sured.” 

It was a gloomy, desperate out¬ 
look for the Mansir family and 
then Mansir discovered that he 
had friends. First to volunteer 
was Mrs. A. E. Kemp (wife of 
the SD general foreman of Depts. 
235 and 340) who is active in 
a community welfare program. 
The Kemps took in the homeless 
family at their own house near¬ 
by where they took refuge for a 
week. 

“You see, I’ve been with Con¬ 
vair off and one since 1936. And 
I get around a lot on my off days 
and do some horseshoe work on 
the side. So, I’ve got a lot of 
friends both in and out of Con¬ 
vair,” Mansir explained. “Until 
this came along I didn’t know 
how many I had or how fine they 
were. But I know now.” 

Friends not only in Depts. 345 
and 27 rallied to their aid with 
cash, clothing and furniture. So 
did neighbors and other friends. 

“With their help, and by put¬ 
ting a mortgage on my truck, we 
got the down payment on a new 
home, this one really our own. 
It’s at 5636 Loretta and although 
it’s not entirely furnished yet it’s 
enough to get by with. . . . 

“Mister, I’ve got a lot of 
friends. ...” 


A NEW START—W. W. Mansir family, burned out of former 
house, pose at new home made possible by help of friends. Chil¬ 
dren are Mary, 13, Bill, II, Kenneth, 9, and Marsha, 4(/2. Dog is 
"Choppo" (Spanish for "short") who was hero of fire and still bears 
scars from burns suffered in dash through flames to see that all had 
escaped. 
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GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS—These 19 entries in CRA beauty contest at Convair FW, though pretty 
to look at, were a headache to the judges. They ultimately chose Virginia Huffine as "Miss Con¬ 
vair." She is center in first row. 


Judges Stumped 
In Beauty Race 

It took 15 ballots and over two 
hours of discussion, but three 
judges finally put their heads 
together and named Virginia 
Huffine “Miss Convair of 1951” 
at the CRA Bowlers’ Beauty pag¬ 
eant and ball Sept. 29 at Fort 
Worth’s North Side Coliseum. 

Second place went to another 
blonde, Mary Ruth Brown, while 
brunette Betty Thompson was 
named third-place winner. 

More than 1,000 Convair folks 
and their guests turned out to 
cheer their favorites from a field 
of 19 candidates representing 
various Convair FW depart¬ 
ments. 

Judges Bill Rudd, Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram: Jack Gordon, 
Fort Worth Press, and Dan 
Gould, Interstate Theatres, voted 
time and time again as the field 
began to narrow from 19 to 10 
then to seven and so on. 

“That was one of the hardest 
jobs I ever tackled,” Rudd re¬ 
marked after the contest. “It’s 
a shame we couldn’t name every 
one of them the queen. That was 
a beautiful line-up. 

Master of Ceremonies Bob 
Lynn introduced the contestants 
as they paraded first in bath¬ 
ing suits. 

H. G. Starkey, bowling com¬ 
missioner and CRA president, 
crowned Mrs. Huffine and pre¬ 
sented her with a bouquet of 
roses. She won an all-expense 
paid trip to Milwaukee next 
spring when the bowlers attend 
the national ABC tournament. 

Miss Brown and Mrs. Thomp¬ 
son were awarded wrist watches 
for second and third prizes. 

Born in Shamrock, Tex., Mrs. 
Huffine attended Oklahoma A & 
M college and was a yearbook 
beauty queen there. She was also 
named sweetheart of Sigma Chi 
and won second in the north- 
ast Oklahoma beauty pageant in 
the Miss America contest. 

A. J. Baskin arranged the 
beauty contest and dance. He 
was assisted by Houston Veal 
and C. B. Mitchella. 


$100,000 OAL Machine Achieved 
by $500 Conversion Project 


For less than $500, several 
enterprising Convair men at Ord¬ 
nance Aerophysics Laboratory 
(Convair Daingerfield) have con¬ 
verted a 62-inch vertical boring 
mill into an automatic profiling 
and contouring machine. 

A machine of comparable size 
for profiling work, if specially 
built, would cost approximately 
$ 100 , 000 . 

The conversion was accomplish¬ 
ed by altering the gear train and 
installation of two sets of mag¬ 
netic clutches to drive the feed 
screws. The latter were obtained 
from a junked surplus machine. 

The clutches are operated by a 
low voltage impulse communi¬ 
cated to a set of three relays 
from a specially designed tracing 
finger. The finger tries to avoid 
contact with a template which 
simulates the contour to be 


machined. The electrical impulse 
is also converted into a variable 
time interval which is electrically 
locked and synchronized with the 
rotation of the chuck holding the 
work. Full automatic contouring 
of nozzles and orifices up to 62 
inches in diameter can now be 
machined at OAL. 

Machinist R. W. Bradshaw and 
Roy Carpenter did the mechanical 
work with L. Tidwell performing 
the electrical changes. The idea 
was conceived and engineered by 
F. W. (Cy) Perkins, superintend¬ 
ent of OAL’s maintenance and 
shops. He formerly was mainte¬ 
nance superintendent at Convair 
FW and later plant engineer at 
the Miami division when it was 
in operation. He has been with 
the company 12 years, starting as 
a millwright at San Diego in 
1939. 


CONVERSION JOB—In front of new profiling machine at Ord¬ 
nance Aerophysics Laboratory (Convair Daingerfield) are L. Tidwell, 
R. W. Bradshaw and F. S. (Cy) Perkins. They were key men in 
conversion of boring mill to new purpose. 


A Silver Lining 


TEN UTTLE INDIANS 
DIDN'T READ THE SIGN 
SMOKED IN THE PAINT SHOE 
NOW THEY ARE NINE 



NINE LITTLE INDIANS 
THINKING OF A DATE 
WHAM I WENT THE PUNCH PRESS 
NOW THEY ARE EIGHT 



EIGHT LITTLE INDIANS 
EVES CAST TO HEAVEN 
DIDNT WEAR THEIR GOGGLES 
NOW THEY ARE SEVEN 



SEVEN LITTLE INDIANS 
THEIR SHOE LACE DIDNT FIX 
SLIPPED IN THE COURTYARD 
NOW THEY ARE SIX 



SIX UTTLE INDIANS 
AT WASHUP DID NOT STRIVE 
DERMATITIS GOT'EM 
NOW THEY ARE FIVE 



FIVE LITTLE INDIANS 
SAW OlLON THE FLOOR 
DIDNT FELL MAINTENANCE 
NOW THEY ARE FOUR 



FOUR LITTLE INDIANS 
SAFETY COUDNT SEE 
LIFTED WRONG A BIG BOX 
=> NOW THEY ARE THREE 



THREE LITTLE INDIANS 
HAIR ALL ASKEW 
SCALPED BY A DRILL PRESS 
NOW THEY ARE TWO 



TWO LITTLE INDIANS 
/sitting IN THE SUN 
v BURNED TO A FUMING RED 
NOW THEY ARE ONE 



"CL 


ONE LITTLE INDIAN 
THOUGHT HE WOULD HAVE FUN 
HORSE PLAY LED TO DANGER 
NOW THEY ARE NONE 



mm 


TIN LITTLE INDIANS 
SILLV LITTLE FOOLS 
- THEY WOULD STILL BE WITH US 
ft IF THEY D FOLLOWED SAFETY PULES 
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A FEW SECONDS LATER—SPLASH!—Charlie Walls of Ordnance Aerophysics Laboratory (Con- 
vair Daingerfield, Tex.) was hitting 52 mph when this picture was snapped. A moment later he over¬ 
turned. Miraculously, Walls was unhurt and speedboat suffered only in minor degree. Walls, who 
inherited boat when "Doc" Garvie entered armed forces (Garvie is stationed at Carswell AF base 
now), expects to race in competition next year. Right side up, of course. 
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Mother of Four Bids for Title 
of First FW Woman Arc Welder 


AF Crews 'Fly' 
B-36 on Ground 

Air Force crews being trained 
on changes in new model B-36s 
can now be thoroughly briefed 
without ever seeing them on a IB- 
36, thanks to new mobile train¬ 
ing units now being built in Con- 
vair FW’s development hangar. 

Training units are scale models 
duplicating working parts and 
controls on the B-36. They are 
mounted in such a way that 
switches and controls can be 
handled exactly as they are on 
the B-36. 

Air Force crews can see first 
hand how the changes have been 
made and, by working controls, 
can get an idea of adjustments 
necessary in the actual aircraft. 

The building of training units 
at FW started Aug. 6. Prior to 
that time, they were constructed 
at Convair SD. 

C o n v a i r FW’s development 
manufacturing department under 
Supt. W. P. Woods is responsible 
for supplying training units to 
each AF base that will handle 
new model or modernized B-36s. 
The training units are scheduled 
to be sent to the bases 30 days 
before delivery of the first pro¬ 
duction aircraft. 

Field . service representatives 
from Convair will first teach 
Air Force instructors in use of 
the units. They, in turn, will 
school the crews who will fly and 
service the aircraft. 

First of the training units now 
under construction is due to be 
completed about Dec. 1, accord¬ 
ing to C. C. Pope, development 
project liaison man. The first 
unit will be composed of 27 train¬ 
ers and about 45 different panels. 

Development crews under as¬ 
sistant foreman E. G. Bowden 
and Jonny Dinsmore have set 
up a small scale fabrication de¬ 
partment in the development 
hangar for their work. 


A petite, soft-spoken mother 
of four who traded her flowered 
kitchen apron for a leather 
welder’s apron is in the process 
of setting another first at Con¬ 
vair FW this week. 

She hopes to become the first 
and only woman arc welder ever 
employed at FW. 

Mrs. Wilma F. Jones, Dept. 31- 
2, has been studying and practic¬ 
ing to prepare for the rugged 
examination the Air Force re- 



PRACTICING—Mrs. Wilma F. 
Jones, Dept. 31-2 FW, prepares 
to weld part as she practices to 
become only woman arc welder 
at Convair FW. 

Marines Promote SD 
Engineer to Major 

John R. Thayer, Convair SD 
design engineer, has been pro¬ 
moted to the grade of major in 
the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve, 
Marine headquarters announced 
this week. Thayer has been in 
the reserve for nine years, was 
with the Fourth Marine Air Wing 
during wartime, saw service in 
the Philippines, Okinawa and Iwo 
Jima campaigns. 


quires each arc welder to pass 
before he or she is allowed to 
work on production airplanes. 

The tests include all types of 
arc welding projects that might 
be encountered while on the pro¬ 
duction line. Each finished piece 
of work must measure up to 
exact specifications and must 
withstand all types of tests. 

The entire project takes some¬ 
thing like four weeks to complete. 
Welding officials keep an eye on 
the student to see that he is 
alert, thorough and adequately 
skilled. The finished tests are 
then forwarded to engineering 
test lab where they undergo 
stress, strength and other tests. 
Lab technicians then pass or re¬ 
ject the test parts. 

Air Force people look over the 
findings of the engineering test 
lab and the report from welding 
officials. After careful study, 
they either certify or reject the 
student for production work. 

Convair FW’s payroll currently 
lists about 40 arc welders, each 
a veteran of from five to 10 
years behind the welding mask 
and each a man. 

Mrs. Jones is no stranger to 
the magic art of welding. She 
worked four years during the war 
as a welder in various shipyards, 
but never quite mastered the arc 
welding. Then, her husband (F. 
B. Jones, Dept. 25-3), joined Con¬ 
vair FW and Mrs. Jones set up 
housekeeping for their four chil¬ 
dren who range in age from nine 
months to eight years. 

“It was wonderful being a 
housewife and raising the kids,” 
Mrs. Jones says. “But then the 
Korean trouble came along and 
I knew I had to do something to 
help.” 

Mrs. Jones donned a Convair 
FW button Aug. 7 and made ap¬ 
plication to take the arc welder’s 
examinations. She has been prac¬ 
ticing for the tests for about four 
weeks. 

“Wilma is a natural,” says V. 
A. Roberts, assistant welding 
foreman. “With her knowledge 
and determination, she should 
pass the tests without too much 
trouble.” 


Unclaimed Clothing 
To Go to Goodwill 

“House cleaning” in Convair 
FW’s experimental building last 
week produced several scores of 
overcoats, coveralls and other 
clothing which will help keep 
Fort Worth’s less fortunate fami¬ 
lies warm this winter. 

According to Charles B. Nolan, 
Dept. 61 general foreman, clothes 
which had hung on racks for 
many months were gathered up 
and employees asked to claim 
them. 

Those unclaimed were picked 
up by employee services section 
and turned over to Goodwill In¬ 
dustries, Inc., non-profit organi¬ 
zation which assists the handi¬ 
capped. 



READY FOR USE—E. G. Bowden throws switch on B-36 mobile 
training unit being readied for use at Convair FW. This unit is one 
of a number duplicating, different B-36 systems. 


Soup to Nuts 


B-36 Material Buyers Handle 
More Items Than Dime Store 


It takes more to build an airplane than metal, rubber and a few 
thousand feet of electrical wiring. 

If you don’t believe it, ask H. C. Jones Jr., Convair FW purchas¬ 
ing agent, or Toby Smith, buying supervisor. 


We’ve bought everything 
from tropical fungus to pall¬ 
bearer’s gloves in recent 
years,” Jones laughs. 

Eyebrows have been raised 
over some of the items requested, 
he adds. But there’s always a 
good reason when an unusual 
purchase order comes in. 

The tropical fungus, for in¬ 
stance, was needed to test elec¬ 
tric wiring. 

“The wiring had to hold up 



SOCKS AND PICKS —Con¬ 
vair purchases go far afield and 
come up with some strange 
items. At top W. H. Stailey of 
Dept. 48 at FW "models" win¬ 
dow-dresser socks that protect 
inside of B-36 fuel tanks. In 
lower photo Willie H. Moore 
(Dept. 31-2) taps toothpicks to 
plug oil container bracket holders 
and keep steel pellets from stop¬ 
ping tubes during sand blasting,. 


MEADOWS ELECTED 
A1 Meadows II, Convair FW 
Dept. 9-1, has been elected presi¬ 
dent of the TCU Evening College 
Student Council. He succeeds 
Carol Rhode, Convair FW Dept. 
25. Now classified as a sopho¬ 
more, Meadows attended TCU 
prior to World War II. He has 
been enrolled in the evening col¬ 
lege since joining Convair FW. 


under exposure to this growth 
and the only way we could be 
sure it would was to run a test 
using the real thing,” Jones 
explains. 

After weeks of searching, Toby 
Smith finally discovered a com¬ 
pany in North Carolina that 
could furnish the fungus. Test 
lab engineers have kept a culture 
from the original mold alive for 
nearly six years, eliminating the 
necessity for reorders. 

When an order came through 
for hypodermic needles, Smith 
didn’t have trouble locating them. 
But he got a surprise when he 
discovered they were for the 
plant and not the dispensary. 

“They’re used to deflate bub¬ 
bles that form as rubber is sealed 
to metal,” he explains. By in¬ 
serting the needle into the bub¬ 
ble, the air can be drawn out 
easily, eliminating any imperfec¬ 
tions. 

Among regular items Smith 
orders are pallbearer’s gloves, 
victrola needles, beeswax, win¬ 
dow-dresser socks and toothpicks. 

The funeral gloves are used to 
handle armament parts to pre¬ 
vent perspiration from rusting 
the metal. Likewise, the window- 
dresser socks, when slipped over 
an employee’s work shoes, pro¬ 
tect inner surfaces of fuel tanks 
from scratches. 

As for the victrola needles, 
engineers use them on plumb 
bobs—those lead weights which 
are attached to lines on survey¬ 
ing instruments and used to indi¬ 
cate a vertical direction. 

“It sounds a little far-fetched 
for us to call on a music store 
for equipment,” Smith laughs, 
“but those needles are pretty 
important items in survey work.” 

It also sounds strange to re¬ 
quest double loaf bread pans 
from a bakery. But that’s one of 
the newest orders Smith’s office 
has received. The 10-inch pans 
are needed for storing rivets 
while under refrigeration. 

Welders put toothpicks to good 
use plugging up tiny air-vent 
holes temporarily so scraps from 
their welding material won’t fill 
them in. And the beeswax has 
been found particularly effective 
as a saw lubricant. 

To get an idea of the wide 
range of items used at Convair 
FW, Jones compares the purchas¬ 
ing section with a five-and-dime 
store. 

“A well-stocked dime store will 
carry about 15,000 different 
items while we handle 45,000,” he 
says. 

Convair buyers currently deal 
with 1,610 different companies in 
36 states and Canada. 




OVER FIVE MILLION HOURS—These supervisors at Convair 
FW and their departments have worked better than five million 
accident-free manhours. Shown with certificates awarded by Ameri¬ 
can Motorist Insurance Co. are, left to right: R. J. West, insurance 
man, Jim Massey, H. R. Montgomery, F. R. Temple, safety super¬ 
visor, W. H. Govett, G. A. Frazier, G. W. Beckham and R. E. 
Dahlstrom, insurance man. 
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BRIGHT AND SHINY —G. S. Wright, owner of 20-year-old 
Duesenburg, shows it off. Dash board carries an altimeter (to give 
your altitude at any time!) and an eight-day combination clock and 
stop watch (latter for timing yourself to check speed!). 

Return to 1932 

'Youth' of 20-Year-Old 'Duesey' 
Restored by Convair SD Owner 

Where some might cherish a famous and beautiful painting or 
tapestry or sculpture, a Convair SD engineer finds artistic expres¬ 
sion in a fine machine. 

The engineer is G. S. Wright 
and the fine machinery is a model 
3 Duesenburg that rolled its first 
mile in 1932. 

Though 20 years old, its lines 
are still graceful on modern 
standards and its performance 
puts many a 1951 car to shame. 

For acceleration, once the 5,800- 
pound car is rolling in high, 

Wright isn’t afraid of any com¬ 
petition and for top speed few 
drivers could stay up with his 115 
to 120 mph top. 

“The car originally starred 
in a movie of the early 30s 
called the ‘Roaring Road’ that 
dealt with an Indianapolis 
speedway story,” Wright ex¬ 
plained. “The late Howard 
Hawks, movie producer, was its 
first owner.” 

Some years ago (Wright has 
been with Convair since 1943) he 
watched many Duesenburgs race 
-at Indianapolis and always had a 

liet desire to own one “because 
anyone who knows precision ma¬ 
chinery knows how fine they 
are.” In 1950 Wright found his 
chance, bought this car at a bar¬ 
gain price and went to work to 
renovate it. He spent hundreds 
of hours and $1,000 in parts re¬ 


placing worn fittings from one 
end to the other. Soon it will be 
back almost in the condition in 
which it left the factory at In¬ 
dianapolis. 

“In those days you bought a 
Duesenburg chassis for $9,500 
FOB Indianapolis. Then you pick¬ 
ed out a body design and affili¬ 
ated companies built the body 
you liked. The least expensive 
‘Duesey’ cost more than $15,000, 
and they went from there to 
$25,000, and that was real money 
in those days. 

The engine, a straight eight 
with dual overhead cam shafts 
and four valves per cylinder, pro¬ 
duces 265 hp. It isn’t as tough 
on gasoline as might be imag¬ 
ined. Wright estimates 10 to 12 
miles a gallon on normal driving. 

There were 470 model Js built 
between 1929 and 1937 when the 
Auburn-Cord-Dusenburg builders 
went out of business. Wright 
estimated that 250 or 300 of them 
are still running. Wright’s task 
of restoration with his own car 
was made easier by an Illinois 
firm that took over the old 
Duesenburg dies and regularly 
supplies parts. He said the parts 
costs are about the level of a 
Cadillac. 

Due to exceptionally low center 
of gravity and solid weight, the 
car has roadability and riding 
comfort that beats many a more 
modern auto of low or high price. 
Wright says he uses it fairly 
frequently, mainly as a sports 
car, but plans to place it on dis¬ 
play at the annual Motorama 
show in Los Angeles in Novem¬ 
ber, an exhibit for unusual auto¬ 
mobiles. 


That’s when Countess Maria 
Pulaski will be feature speaker 
at the club’s “Ladies’ Night” 
meeting. 

“Don’t miss this unusual op¬ 
portunity to hear the exciting 
experiences of one of the most 
courageous espionage agents of 
World War II,” says Program 
Chairman W. E. Magnuson. 

Countess Pulaski, who is a na¬ 
tive of Poland, will relate her 
adventures as a spy for the Brit¬ 
ish Ministry of Intelligence. In 
addition to the after-dinner talk, 
wives will be entertained with a 
fashion show by Meacham’s de¬ 
partment store, Magnuson says. 

About 400 couples are expected 
to attend. Dinner will be served 
at 6:30 p.m. and will be followed 
by dancing until 1 a.m. to the 
music of Ken McGarrity’s orches¬ 
tra. 

The event will be held at the 
FW plant cafeteria. 


My Junior has been so sheltered 
. . . you WILL try to be gentle, 
won’t you? 


Yesteryear's Broom and Mop Men 


Now Push Buttons, Turn Cranks 


Looking for CRA news? Turn 
to page 6. CONVAIRIETY has 
juggled its news arrangement so 
that CRA stories will be closer to 
spoils page. 


INSIDE AND OUTSIDE—New "brooms" do some clean sweeping, at Convair FW. At left Levi 
Jones rounds a corner aboard one of two sweepers that keep outside clean, while at right J. J. 
Reagan operates one of vehicles that do same job inside. 


SHOW PIECE—When Convair Engineer G. S. Wright brings his 1932 Duesenburg to work it 
rarely fails to draw a crowd. Wright has almost completely rebuilt car himself. 


Grcle Oct. 13 as 


Special Date 

Convair FW Management Club 
officials this week reminded all 
members to circle Oct. 13 on their 
calendars. 


Time was when industrial sani¬ 
tation workers armed themselves 
with brooms, mops, rags, floor 
sweeping mixtures and several 
pails of soapy water before they 
trudged off to their cleaning 
chores. 

That’s not the picture today, 
at least not at Convair FW. At 
FW some of the workers board 
mechanical sweepers, others 
crank up mechanical mops and 
other powered units and still 
others busy themselves with re¬ 
building parts for the mechanical 
equipment. 

“That doesn’t mean Convair 
FW has done away with all its 
brooms and mops,” says G. N. 
Nesbitt, sanitation supervisor. 
“There will always be places 
where brooms and mops have 
to be used. We just cover more 
area quicker with our mechan¬ 
ized tools.” 

Latest additions to Nesbitt’s 
mechanized family are two gas- 
powered sweepers for use inside 
the plant area. The two small 
sweepers cover 36-inch areas 
each and can clean something 
like 240,000 square feet during 
an eight-hour day. 

The sweepers pick up dirt, 
lunch sacks, bottles and cups and 
deposit them in a big hopper. 
Dust particles are separated into 
a small vacuum container to pre¬ 
vent them from flying loose in 
the area. 

The 6,880,600 square feet of 
paved space outside the plant 
buildings are working areas for 
sanitation’s two large sweepers. 
The big sweepers cover about 
one-half of the area in a day’s 
time and clean the entire 135 
acres every other day. 

A gasoline-powered scrubber is 
another of Nesbitt’s pet tools. 
The 24-inch unit puts down soapy 
water, scrubs the floor and then 
sweeps up the water all in one 
motion. 

“And it gets the area twice 
as clean as a man with a mop 
and pail,” Nesbitt adds. 

In addition to the cleaning 
equipment, the sanitation people 
operate powered hedge shears 
for the hedges outside the Con¬ 
vair FW plant. Powered grass 
mowers cut the lawns around the 
plant and other power tools help 
in cleaning the plant. 

“We have something like 
4,016,448 square feet inside the 
main buildings alone, and that 
doesn’t include the new ware¬ 
house west of the plant,” Nesbitt 
says. 

“Our crews cover just about all 
of that area once, twice or as 
many as six times each week.” 

Nesbitt is quick to praise his 
powered equipment, but even 
quicker to praise the men and 
women who still use the old-fash¬ 
ioned brooms, mops and rags for 
cleaning. 

The sanitation section has an¬ 
other mechanical instrument that 
is saving Convair thousands of 
dollars every year. It’s a home¬ 


made broom-maker used to re¬ 
build brooms worn short by the 
mechanical sweepers. 

The brooms are removed from 
the sweepers once they are worn 
and set upon a rack. There the 
bristles are replaced by bamboo 
bristles ready for use. Sanita¬ 
tion can also rebuild worn wire 
brushes. 


SIGHT SAVERS—Hollis Jean, 
Dept. 47 FW, is firm believer in 
safety goggles. Jean was build¬ 
ing diffuser assembly when cleco 
broke, shattering his safety gog¬ 
gles and bending frame without 
damage to his eyes. 


Convair Men Lead at 
8AE Meeting in LA 

Convair took a leading role last 
week at the national aircraft 
meeting of the Society of Auto¬ 
motive Engineers in Los Angeles. 

Frank Fink, SD chief engineer 
recently returned from abroad, 
was general chairman. Among 
other Convair men reading papers 
or otherwise taking part were 
Seth Gunthorp, test engineer; 
Charles L. Hibert, process control 
supervisor; W. Stan Saville, de¬ 
sign specialist; J. H. Famme, 
project engineer. 




Well, then, if I can’t have a 
raise, please fire me . . . maybe 
it will teach my wife a lesson! 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner ,ext. 5294. Play every Tues¬ 
day and Thursday, 7 to 10 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High gymnasium. 
£t*AND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284, home ph. WT-4788. Band 
rehearsal 7:30 p.m., each Thursday at Will Rogers Coliseum. New mem¬ 
bers invited. Stands, music, reeds, oil, etc. furnished. Bring own instru¬ 
ment. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. Second shift. Jack Cris¬ 
well, PE- 3561. Team entered in FW Sunday League. Interested players contact 
Criswell for information. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. Home SU-6921. Bas¬ 
ketball to start in November. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. G. K. Hargett, ext. 
3195, second shift bowling chairman. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Convair Bridge Club 

meetings each Friday, Will Rogers CRA Center, 8 p.m. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Instruction 
classes 7:30 p.m. every other Monday. Second shift Camera Club chair¬ 
man A. L. Green, ext. 4215. 

CANASTA—L. G. Ivy, commissioner, ext. 2153. 

CHESS—Tournament now under way. Players interested contact Gerry 
Olsen, ext. 4116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Group singing each Mon¬ 
day, Wednesday and Friday, 11:20 to 11:40 a.m., 50-foot aisle at Col. 71R 
and Col. 119C. Group singing each Tuesday and Thursday 11:20 to 11:40 
a.m., Dept. 31 (spot weld section.) 

DRAMA—Stan Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. | 

FISHING—R. D. Jones',' commissioner, ext 4177. New quarterly fishing 
contest under way with prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and 
channel cat caught on a cane pole or rod and reel. Report weight of fish 

caught at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each 

Tuesday, Northside Recreation Building, 18th and Harrington; beginners, 
7:30 to 8:15 p.m.; advanced, 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Golf instruction five days 
weekly. Second shift golf, E. R. Muncy, ext. 5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Skating 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays at Will 

Rogers Memorial Coliseum. Adults on Tuesday, families on Friday. Skat¬ 
ing for second shift from noon to 2 p.m., Tuesday Oct. 16. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—Roy Jarl, commissioner, ext. 5141. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—Arnold Feltis, chairman, ext. 2106. 

MOVIES—“Lightning Warriors” each Thursday lunch period in main 50- 
foot aisle. Miscellaneous movies shown each Tuesday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—Paul Whisenhant, commissioner, ext. 5296. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class every Wednes¬ 
day 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Radio theory class every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
Regular meeting every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Monthly program first Sun¬ 
day of each month, 2 p.m., all at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 
6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

RIDING CLUB—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. CRA Riding 
Stable is located behind Will Rogers Coliseum. Rental horses available for 
CRA members at 50 cents an hour. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Calf roping, Mc- 
Millin Arena, 2600 Seminole Drive, Wednesday and Friday, 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
for first shift; Tuesday and Thursday, 9 to 11:30 a.m. for second and 
third shift. All shifts, Sunday at 2 p.m. Children’s instruction preceding 
each roping. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, LO-6809. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Building, 18th and. Harrington Streets. Beginners 
7 to 8 p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Dancing every fourth Saturday in month at 
above location, 8:30 to 11 p.m. 

STAMP AND COIN CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Activity suspended until 
spring. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Depart¬ 
mental doubles elimination washer pitching tournament now in progress. 

WATER SPORTS—Joe Sauernmann, commissioner, ext. 5120. 


More Musicians Sought as FW's 
CRA Band Plans Rehearsals 


An invitation has gone out at 
Convair FW for all persons musi¬ 
cally inclined to sign up for the 
CRA band. 

“Don’t waste all those hours 
you’ve spent practicing,” urges 
J. S. Lewis, newly appointed 
CRA band director. “Join the 
band and have some fun!” 

With a membership goal of 60, 
the band roster already includes 
25 active members and 15 more 
who are waiting on new instru¬ 
ments or who have been unable 
to report for rehearsals yet for 
various reasons. 

“There still is room in every 
section for more musicians,” 
Lewis says. “If you’ve ever play¬ 
ed with a band—high school, col¬ 
lege or civic—we need you in the 
CRA group.” 

In particular demand are musi¬ 
cians who play clarinet, alto horn, 
baritone and trombone. 

Lewis announced that begin¬ 
ning next week (Oct. 18), rehear¬ 
sals will be held at 7:30 p.m. each 
Thursday in the CRA rooms in 
the exhibit building behind Will 
Rogers Coliseum. Membership in 
the band is open to Convair fami¬ 
lies as well as employees. 



New music and a new bass 
drum with cymbals have been 
purchased for the band. All other 
instruments will be furnished by 
players. 

“A band is one activity that 
can help pep up other CRA 
activities,” the director points 
out. “After rehearsals get under 
way, we’ll become a regular fea¬ 
ture at such CRA events as 
rodeos, sports tournaments, pic¬ 
nics and plant-wide parties.” 

A former high school band di¬ 
rector, Lewis holds a degree in 
music from Bethany College, 
Lindsborg, Kans., and has had 
several years’ experience as a 
director. 


Performers Sought 
For Variety Show 

Do you dance, sing, juggle, 
play a musical instrument or per¬ 
form in specialty acts? 

If so, you’re urged to contact 
E. S. Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, who is accepting appli¬ 
cations from persons interested 
in performing in a variety show. 

The show, to be sponsored by 
Wing and Masque Players, will 
be presented at Carswell hospital 
and the Public Health Service 
hospital in conjunction with the 
Red Cross, Brown says. 

All persons interested in audi¬ 
tioning for the show are request¬ 
ed to register with Brown on or 
before Oct. 16. He may be con¬ 
tacted at ext. 5242 or 6155 or at 
his residence, Sunset 4130. 


Ice Cycles Tickets 
Available at SD 

As a convenience to employees, 
tickets for the Ice Cycles, sched¬ 
uled for Glacier Garden Nov. 8- 
18, are on sale at Employee Serv¬ 
ice. 



MONKEY SHINES—This monk really did shine at CRA rodeo 
Sept. 23 at Circle R ranch, put on by Riding and Roping, clubs. 
Top photo, left to right, monkey, George Waggoner (professional 
clown), and donkey. They combined to add comedy note for 3,000 
spectators. Lower photo shows mounted drill team. 

FW's Part-Time Cowboys Whoop 
It Up for CRA'S Biggest Rodeo 


More than 5,000 Convair FW 
employees and their families 
whooped it up Sept. 23 as Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association’s 
part-time cowboys put on their 
biggest show of the year at Cir¬ 
cle R Ranch. 

Sponsored by CRA Roping and 
Riding Clubs, the rodeo featured 
cowboys and cowgirls from Con¬ 
vair FW’s many departments 
plus added attractions such as 
clowns and a kids’ riding show. 

Jim Wright stayed atop his 
bareback bronc longest to cop 
that division and first prize 
money. 

Raymond Mims tossed a nifty 
noose and then tied his strug¬ 
gling calf in record time to take 
the calf roping crown. 

C. R. Ford proved to be the 
toughest bull rider of the lot for 
another first place. 

T. Yarbrought copped the rib¬ 
bon roping honors, and a three- 
man team of Wayne Moss, W. T. 
Bonner and Jimmy Shackleford 
won the wild horse race. 

Marie Wayland garnered 


honors in the ladies division by 
winning the ladies barrel race. 

Youngsters from the Riding 
Club put on a kids’ riding show 
as an added attraction and the 
CRA Riding Club’s mounted drill 
team also performed. 


Girl Escapes Serious 
injury in Rodeo Fall 

An over-sensitive horse named 
“Radar” brought an unhappy end¬ 
ing to the Convair FW CRA 
rodeo last month. 

When accidentally nudged from 
behind, Radar kicked the horse 
ridden by Jo Ann Dowdy, 15, 
daughter of I. L. Dowdy of Dept. 
20-2, causing her to lose stirrup 
and fall from the saddle. 

Although she suffered only a 
badly bruised leg, Jo Ann re¬ 
mained in the hospital under ob¬ 
servation for three days after the 
mishap. 

CRA Riding Commissioner 
Jimmy Shackelford said Radar 
will not be used in the future. 


Saturday Night 
Dances Slated 

Convair FW square dancers 
will swing their partners on Sat¬ 
urday nights starting Oct. 27, ac¬ 
cording to CRA Square Dance 
Commissioner Ross Carney. 

That’s the opening date for a 
new series of dances to be held 
on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, Carney says. 

“The weekend dances have 
been planned so Convair square 
dancers from all three shifts can 
get together occasionally,” the 
commissioner explains. 

“We particularly want the sec¬ 
ond and third shift people to 
come out for these affairs,” he 
adds. 

Carney will call the dances, 
which will be held from 8:30 to 
11 p.m. at the Northside Recrea¬ 
tion building, 18th and Harring 
ton Streets. 

Vernon Soloman, Convair FW 
Dept. 4, will provide music with 
a three-piece band. 

Interest in square dancing is 
increasing, Carney says. All per¬ 
sons who would like to learn are 
invited to contact him at Ext. 
3260 to enroll in the beginner’s 
classes held each Monday eve¬ 
ning. 

Admission to the Saturday 
night dances will be 50 cents a 
couple. Identification cards also 
must be presented. 

Classes Under Way 
For Radio Hams 

A new class for Convair FW 
“hams” got under way last week 
as operators began studies which 
will qualify them for licenses as 
amateur radio operators. 

Classes in radio communica¬ 
tions, theory and code are sched¬ 
uled for 7:30 p.m. each Wednes¬ 
day through Dec. 19, according 
to R. F. Raines, CRA radio com¬ 
missioner. Class sessions last 
about an hour and a half. 

Immediately preceding each 
class meeting is an hour of code 
practice, Raines says. 

On Thursday nights an op¬ 
tional laboratory period is sched¬ 
uled. Emphasis is on workshop 
practice and construction of sim¬ 
ple equipment. Advanced stu¬ 
dents are encouraged to build 
transmitters during these periods, 
Raines adds. 

Instructors include C. H. Gable, 
Western Electric representative 
at Convair; Robert Bronson, 
Dept. 6-7; Charles T. Small, 
Dept. 75, and A1 Robson, Philco 
representative. Raines is serving 
as laboratory instructor for the 
Thursday night sessions. 


Oct. 24 Through 27 Set for CRA 
Show, 'Mr. Barry's Etchings' 


Production dates for “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings,” first show of 
the season to be given by CRA’s 
Wing and Masque Players, is set 
for Oct. 24 through 27. 

The three-act comedy will open 
a four-night stand at 2969 Park 
Hill Drive, instead of the Will 
Rogers CRA Center, as previous¬ 
ly announced, according to E. S. 
Brown, drama commissioner. 

The “luck of the Irish” will 
be with 100 Convair FW em¬ 
ployees today when they pick 
up their copies of CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. 

Tucked inside that many is¬ 
sues of the paper will be free 
passes to the forthcoming CRA 
Wing and Masque play, “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings.” 

The tickets, resembling $50 
bills, will admit two adults to 
the show, which is scheduled 
Oct. 24 through 27. 


CRA has rented the 30 by 80- 
foot building at the Park Hill 
address for October with option 
of a year’s lease. If leased, it 
will be used for future meetings 
and productions of Wing and 


Masque, as well as for other CRA 
activities. 

The forthcoming production 
will be an arena-style show. An 
estimated 200 persons can be 
seated in the new building. Ad¬ 
mission will be 50 cents for 
adults and 25 cents for children. 

In conjunction with the above 
announcement, Brown also re¬ 
ports selection of the second 
Wing and Masque play, “Love 
from a Stranger.” It will be 
given late in November. 

Tryouts for the play, which 
has a cast of four men and four 
women, will be held Sunday, Oct. 
20, in CRA’s meeting rooms in 
the exhibit building behind Will 
Rogers Coliseum. 


Archers Get Ready 
For Annual Shoot 

San Diego archers were 
urged to get out their bows 
for practice sessions this week, 
in anticipation of the annual 
CRA-County archery shoot. 
Eddie Generas, archery com¬ 
missioner, said the shoot will 
be held in a few weeks, prob¬ 
ably in Balboa Park. 


Classes are held at the CRA 
“ham” shack, 6801 Camp Bowie. 
Membership is open to Convair 
families as well as employees. 

Persons who missed the first 
class meeting were reminded that 
enrollments will be accepted at 
the Oct. 10 meeting. 


Choral Club to Hold 
Rehearsal Oct. 13 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s Choral Club will hold its 
first rehearsal of the season at 
7:30 p.m., Oct. 13 at Will Rogers 
CRA Center, according to R. D. 
Cantrell, choral commissioner. 

The organizational meeting 
will be in the form of a rehearsal 
and regular weekly rehearsals 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. each 
Friday night. 

A Christmas program is in the 
planning stages for Choral Club 
members and other appearances 
will be made by the group during 
the coming season. 


Riding Club Plans 
Masquerade Dance 

Convair SD’s Riding Club will 
hold its fourth annual dance Fri¬ 
day, Oct. 26 at the Wagon 
Wheel hall, Santee. It will be 
masquerade with costume prizes 
and the best swing band avail¬ 
able. 
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All American, Joins Convair 


Tee Connelley, for more than 
a decade one of the nation’s out¬ 
standing basketball players and 
a five-time All-American, recent¬ 
ly joined Convair at SD. He is 
in Dept. 25. 



ALL AMERICAN —Tee Con¬ 
nelley of Convair SD, a five-time 
All American and one of last 
decade's greatest hoop stars. 

Nearly 5,000 at 
Grid Opener 

Kansas University’s Jayhawk- 
ers won the game, Texas Chris¬ 
tian University’s Horned Frogs 
made a good showing and better 
than 4,780 Convair FW and Air 
Force people were on hand to 
celebrate the opening of the foot¬ 
ball season at TCU’s Amon Car¬ 
ter Stadium, Sept. 29. 

Convair folks were honored 
along with airmen who fly the 
B-36 in a special “B-36 Night” 
observance at the season’s opener. 

Sponsored jointly by Convair, 
Convair Management Club and 
Convair Recreation Association, 
game tickets were offered to em¬ 
ployees at a saving of $2 per 
ticket. 

Thanks to employees for their 
generous support of the project, 
and to the three sponsoring or¬ 
ganizations and the employee 
services section were expressed 
by Assistant Division Manager 
M. L. Hicks. 


All Deer Shooters 
Eligible for Prize 

Any Convair SD hunter who 
shoots a deer is eligible for the 
drawing which will decide the 
winner of a Browning automatic 
^hotgun. 

Registration cards may be ob¬ 
tained at Employee Service and 
at the end of the season a draw¬ 
ing will be held, so that every 
hunter, regardless of the size of 
his deer, will have an equal 
chance. 



spoon is home already! 


A collegiate All-American his 
senior year at Oklahoma U, Con¬ 
nelley went on to Denver to play 
for the spectacular Piggly Wig¬ 
gly and later Safeway and 
American Legion teams that won 
national championships in 1937, 
1939 and 1942. Individually, he 
was All-American in 1938, 1940, 
1941 and 1946. 

Most recently Connelley has 
been coaching at Balboa U, but 
previously he coached and played 
with the San Diego Dons, once 
runner-up in the national tourna¬ 
ment. 

“My biggest disappointment 
was being picked for the Olymp¬ 
ics—only to have war come along 
and lose the chance to play for 
the U. S.,” Connelley recalled. 


CRA Commissioner Gil 
Crosthwaite at SD said he is 
endeavoring to get Connelley 
to coach, or perhaps even play, 
on one of CRA’s hoop teams 
this season. Workouts will 
start later this month at Bal¬ 
boa Park gym. 


Tee is 6 feet 1, weighs 210 and 
is in top shape. Asked if he had 
ever played against the spectacu¬ 
lar colored professional team, the 
Globe Trotters, Tee smiled and 
said: “Many times. They’re great 
showmen. However, we always 
managed to win.” 

Of recent years another game 
has encroached on basketball for 
Tee. He is a four-handicap golfer 
at La Jolla and well may go far 
in the coming SD plant cham¬ 
pionship. 



VICTOR, VANQUISHED —S. 
J. Williams (Dept. 24 SD) shown 
with fish that weighs 24 pounds 
more than he does. 

Lightweight Angler 
Bags Heavyweight 
Marlin at San Diego 

When they finally brought the 
marlin to gaff it was doubtful 
who was the most tired, the 164- 
pound fish or 140-pound S. J. 
Williams of Dept. 24 SD, who 
caught him. 

It was Williams’ first marlin 
and the first fish caught from 
the Nancy Lee, a converted land¬ 
ing craft owned by Roy Wilson 
(Dept. 22). Playing the fish took 
two hours and a half, but Wil¬ 
liams admitted much of the time 
was taken up in futile efforts to 
bring the marlin aboard because 
of an inadequate gaff. 

For awhile there was some 
doubt as to who was catching 
whom, for in the early stages of 
the battle Williams twice slipped 
out of his chair and sprawled on 
the deck. Also on board and help¬ 
ing bring in the fish was Ralph 
Way of Dept. 24, 


Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion’s bowling legions were well 
under way this week at Convair 
FW as better than 750 maple- 
maulers tangled for team and in¬ 
dividual honors. 

At press time, the following 
leagues had made reports on ac¬ 
tivities in the first two weeks: 

In the Convair Material loop, 
the Gutter Balls stood out as 
early season contenders with 16 
games won and no losses. 

Otoo’s and Whiz Kids paced 
the Mid-Nite loop with 10 wins 
and two losses each. M. Cantrell 
holds the season’s high record 
with 455 and the Mexers hold 
high team honors with 2406. 

Ridglea Cleaners paces the 
Convair Departmental league 
with a 14-1 record for the year. 
High team total for the sea¬ 
son goes to Cooley Lumber Co. 
with 817. Brolite holds high 
team series with 2254 and Benno 
Ludwig copped weekly high 
game honors with 201. 


MENDEZ FAVORED 
IN BIRD TOURNEY 

Convair SD’s Marty Mendez, 
former national badminton cham¬ 
pion, this week-end will defend 
his San Diego open title, heavily 
favored to repeat. 

Matches will be played Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 12, 13, 
14, at Balboa Park gym. 

Although Joe Alston, national 
champion, will not compete this 
year, Mendez is expected to have 
strong competition from the Los 
Angeles area and even perhaps 
from among fellow players from 
Convair. Among the latter who 
are expected to make good show¬ 
ings are John Lieb, Dick Applin 
and Ace Carver. All have shown 
great improvement during the 
last year. 


Golf Tourney Starts 
This Week at SD 

Pairings were drawn early this 
week for Convair SD’s annual 
golf championship. Match play 
will start this week-end. All 
flights except the championship 
are at handicap. 


Barton’s Humble station and 
American Cooperage are pacing 
the Convair Classicettes loop 
with eight and four records. 
American Cooperage holds the 
high team series with 2021 and 
Ellen Mitchella rolled a 193 game 
for individual high honors. 

Team No. 2 has won 12 and 
lost four in the Convair Classic 
loop for honors. Individual 
honors go to A. J. Baskin with 
a 243 game. River Oaks Clean¬ 
ers chalked up a high game total 
of 1029 for high point honors in 
that division. 


Convair SD’s building 2 horse¬ 
shoe doubles team (Archie Stir¬ 
ling, Dept. 55, and Mervin Pierce, 
Dept. 212) came through two 
weeks ago to win the finals and 
plant championship. 

They defeated Carlo Costantino 
and Bob Richards (both Dept. 
102-3), representing building 1, 
three games to one. The building 
2 team took the first game 22 
to 18 and the second game 23 to 
15 but dropped the third contest 
5 to 22. However, the fourth 


Foursome's 289 
Low In Sweeps 

A foursome composed of W. W. 
Hill, H. V. Purnell, E. V. Ells¬ 
worth and H. H. Hamilton puf 
together a total 289 score Sept. 
30 to cop first place in the regu¬ 
lar monthly CRA golf sweep- 
stakes at Convair FW played at 
Rockwood Golf Course. 

Each foursome was composed 
of one player from each of four 
divisions based on handicaps. 

T. Thelan, J. H. Williams, H. G. Tay¬ 
lor and G. Olson turned in a 296 total 
for second place. 

The foursome composed of J. M. Cudd, 
C. L. Harrison, Bob Sullivan and G. P. 
Day were three strokes behind with a 
total of 299 to grab third place honors. 

Only one stroke behind the third-place 4 
winners were E. R. Muncy, Nick Kar¬ 
pinsky, L. F. Ferguson and T. Toler. 
The fourth-place winners carded a 300 
total. 

A gap of five strokes separated the 
fifth-place team composed of O. L. 
Davidson, Dan Redwine, J. P. Schoon¬ 
over and C. L. Dunhan 

Dale Thelan, Dan Weems, Eric Ilar- 
borne and M. P. Flyn carded a 307 for 
sixth place. 

Seventh place went to J. J. Johnston, 
J. P. Shoonover, Jim O’Keefe and E. J. 
Mormino with a total score of 315. 

Bob Gabbe, Nell Karpinsky, W. Shel¬ 
ton and George Noden turned in a total 
of 317 strokes to place eighth in the 
standings. 

A score of 323 won ninth place in 
the sweepstakes for George Davis, R. E. 
Hands, W. O. Sunnafrank and C. J. 
Hill. 

Tenth place honors were garnered by 
F. Hopton-Jones, Dick Cozard, H. F. 
Jarrott and Dee Perkins with a total 
of 325 strokes. 

Each player in the first ten teams 
was awarded golf balls as prizes by 
Fred Foster, CRA golf commissioner. 

Par Golf Eludes 
SD Linksmen 

Three 75s led the low gross 
shooters Sept. 29, 30 at SD when 
more than 100 golfers toured Mis¬ 
sion Valley in the monthly sweep- 
stakes. 

Tied were Bill DeWitt, Gene 
Logan and George Peimeisl. E. G. 
Martin shooting a gross 76 for 
a net 65 led the net linksmen in 
the low handicap division follow¬ 
ed by Roy Dodson with a net 66, 
and E. W. Reid and Ken Ellis 
with 67s. 

In the 14-18 handicap division Ed 
Raymond had low gross with an 82 while 
H. Bodwell’s 67 led net players. Walt 
Rye was second with a net 68 and H. 
Reynard third with 69. 

For handicap division 19-23, R. Mont¬ 
gomery’s 83 took gross honors and C. W. 
Jones and Tobey Ferrara tied at 65 for 
low net, followed by J. Juanice with 
a net 66. 

Tom Will’s 83 was unchallenged for 
low gross in handicap division 24 and 
up while H. Walsh’s 63 was low net 
score. Myrtle Faucen and Fred Roberts 
tied for second with net 65s. 


game they clinched the matter 
with a 23 to 7 win. 

Competition was stiffen than 
the scores indicate. On at least 
one occasion Pierce and Costan¬ 
tino, pitching against each other, 
made perfect tosses, ringing the 
peg with four ringers. 

Stirling, member of the win¬ 
ning team, will be getting his 
second trophy from Convair when 
the awards are handed out. He 
already is the plant singles title- 
holder. 



FINAL ROUND—SD's horseshoe doubles finalists, left to right, 
Archie Stirling, Mervin Pierce, Carlo Costantino, Bob Richards, 
Stirling-Pierce combination won. 



DRAWING A BEAD—Ted Dorius, current king of Convair SD 
golf, will be on firing line this coming weekend as he defends his 
title over Mission Valley. Two of hottest contenders are shown 
taking aim. At right is Bill DeWitt of Guided Missile division and 
at left is Art King of Dept. 22 SD. CONVAIRIETY is far out on 
a limb in picking DeWitt and King as best contenders, for there 
are a half dozen more at least who are equally in running. 

’Gutter Balls' Sweep First 16 
Games In FW Material League 


Stirling and Pierce Team to Take Horseshoe 
Doubles Title at SD in Flurry of Ringers 
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Irving Names New Dept. Heads 
For Convair Missile Division 


Appointment of two new de¬ 
partment heads and selection of 
a resident administrator at Po¬ 
mona this week marked a series 
of recent personnel moves at the 
Guided Missile division. 

Gage H. Irving, division man¬ 
ager, announced assignment of 
A. B. Scoles, former staff as¬ 
sistant, as administrator at Po¬ 
mona; creation of Dept. 818 
(Estimating) headed by C. R. 
Jones, formerly engineering plan¬ 
ning and estimating supervisor 
for the SD division; appointment 
of Ray Stevens, former budget 
administrator, as manager of 
Budgets. 

Also, M. K. Higdon, formerly 
in charge of master scheduling 
for the division, has been named 
master planning administrator. 

On the production side Irving 
also announced some changes 
with M. A. Seeley, becoming 
manufacturing control general 
supervisor for Production Man¬ 
ager H. F. Cross. R. A. O’Connor 
becomes assistant chief plant 
engineer and William Asmus the 
new plant engineering supervisor. 
Formerly in charge of tool de¬ 
sign, Clyde Timens is now tool- 

Cosby Replaces 
Christensen 

G. D. Christensen, manager of 
the Convair Dayton office since 
March, 1949, last month was 
transferred to San Diego as as¬ 
sistant to the vice-president— 
engineering. 

Christensen, a former Vultee 
Field man who went to FW divi¬ 
sion in 1944, serving for a period 
as assistant FW chief engineer, 
will be succeeded at Dayton by 
J. T. Cosby, A. P. Fontaine, Con¬ 
vair vice-president and general 
manager, announced. 

Cosby joined the Nashville 
division in 1941, after serving 
with Glenn L. Martin, and trans¬ 
ferred to Fort Worth in 1943. 
He has served in the engineering 
department in various executive 
capacities. 

Watt New Tool 
Supt. at SD 

R. S. Watt, veteran Convair 
tool man, last month was named 
superintendent of tool manufac¬ 
turing at Convair SD. 

He was succeeded as Dept. 401 
general foreman by H. W. Meyers 
who relinquished his position as 
general supervisor of planning 
and tooling (second shift) to 
R. F. Greggs. 

A native of Scotland, Watt 
served his apprenticeship with 
Ford at Detroit in the twenties 
and in 1930 joined Glenn L. Mar¬ 
tin, Middle River, Md., as tool 
and die maker. He left in 1936 
to join Consolidated at San Diego 
and has been in tooling ever 
since. The current promotion re¬ 
turns him to a post he held dur¬ 
ing the war years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Watt have two 
children, Nancy (a former Con¬ 
vair girl now serving in the U. S. 
Embassy at Copenhagen) and 
Stanley, of the U. S. Air Force. 



R. S. WATT 


ing general supervisor with B. W. 
Cobb tool and operational plan¬ 
ning supervisor, M. E. Skilling 
tool design supervisor. 

Scoles’ Pomona office is at the 
Convair engineering and adminis¬ 
trative annex, corner of Second 
and Gibbs in downtown Pomona. 
Although there are less than 100 
Convair men there now, a grad¬ 
ual build-up is expected as fac¬ 
tory planning, material procure¬ 
ment and engineering groups are 
transferred from the San Diego 
area. 



'NIO* FOR CONVAIR—Capt. 
W. T. McGarry, USN (ret.), 
shown at his desk at San Diego. 
He is Naval Inspector of Ord¬ 
nance for Guided Missile divi¬ 
sion. 

Sea-Going Officer 
'NIO' For Missiles 

Last' summer when the Navy 
was casting about for an officer 
to assign to the new Convair 
Guided Missile division, the temp¬ 
tation was too great for Capt. 
W. T. McGarry, USN (ret.). 

Capt. McGarry, who fought the 
war from destroyers in both At¬ 
lantic and Pacific, came out of 
brief retirement to enter the new 
field and become “NIO” for the 
division (Naval Inspector of Ord¬ 
nance). 

Annapolis, class of 1927, the 
captain has spent much of his 
naval career afloat, in battle¬ 
ships, cruisers and during World 
War II chiefly in destroyers. He 
commanded the destroyer Jeffers 
in the Atlantic and among other 
engagements was present at the 
Sicilian landings. In the Pacific 
he commanded the Halsey Powell 
and at the Saipan-Guam show 
was among “the first to arrive 
and the last to leave.” In the 
latter part of the war he com¬ 
manded a destroyer division and 
prior to retiring Jan. 1, 1950 was 
commander of DesRon 9, based at 
San Diego. 

Capt. McGarry’s executive offi¬ 
cer is a flyer, Comdr. William H. 
Game, USN, who saw wartime 
service in the Aleutians-Alaska 
area and most recently was at¬ 
tached to a patrol squadron of 
Fleet Air Wing 4, based at Whid- 
by Island in the Puget Sound 
locality. 

Also attached to the missile 
division NIO office are Lt. 
Comdr. E. A. Ryavec, USNR, 
engineering officer, and Lt. 
Comdr. M. J. Jennings, USN, ord¬ 
nance (EDO). 


British Air Industry 
Leaders Due in FW 

Leading executives of the Brit¬ 
ish aircraft industry will visit 
Convair FW and SD Thursday, 
Oct. 18 and Thursday Oct. 25 on 
a nation-wide tour. 

The executives will be Convair 
FW’s guests at a luncheon in the 
plant cafeteria, with August C. 
Esenwein, division manager, serv¬ 
ing as host. They also will be 
honored at a Fort Worth club 
reception and at a dinner that 
night given by Convair. 

In SD, they will inspect the 
plant and be luncheon guests. 


FW Management Club Captures Top 
Awards at National Convention 




Wins Recognition 
For Leadership 

Like pirates returning with 
their loot, Convair FW Manage¬ 
ment Club representatives arrived 
in Fort Worth last week from a 
national convention laden with 
trophies. 

The division club literally stole 
the show at the annual meeting 
of the National Association of 
Foremen by winning three of the 
four top awards. The convention 
was held in Chicago. 

Most prized possession of the 
returning conventioners is the 
Harry Woodhead plaque, top 
N.A.F. award of the year. Con¬ 
vair FW won the award in com¬ 
petition with 300 clubs for having 
made the most outstanding lead¬ 
ership contribution to the com¬ 
munity. A traveling trophy, the 
plaque will be in possession of 
the FW group until the 1952 con¬ 
vention. 

Other plaques, which will be 
held permanently by the FW 
club, include the “Zone B” award, 
annually given the most out¬ 
standing club in the nine-state 
zone, and a special plaque pre¬ 
sented in recognition of the FW 
organization’s record increase in 
membership during the past year. 
Since 1950, the Convair club has 
added 1,200 persons to its roster. 

“This is the largest increase 
ever recorded in a single year by 
an N.A.F. club,” says Ernie Cos- 
tantino, FW management club 
president. 

Not only did the FW delega¬ 
tion claim top awards, but an ad¬ 
ditional honor was bestowed on 
the club when 
M. E. Caraway 
was elected 
zone vice- pres- 
i d e nt. During 


the past year 
he served on 
the N. A. F. 
national board 

_of directors. 

As a feature attraction, Con¬ 
vair FW’s club sponsored an ex¬ 
hibit built around a scale model 
B-36. It was supervised by G. 
R. Gordon and W. B. Magnuson, 
who distributed over 1,500 B-36 
pictures. 

The model, with a 43-inch wing 
span, has been in use until re¬ 
cently by Paramount Studios dur¬ 
ing their filming of “High Fron¬ 
tier,” the air story centered 
around the B-36. 

Identifying the booth was 
“Convair” done in two-inch-thick 
white Styrofoam. Mural-size pic¬ 
tures of the B-36 and Convair 
assembly line decorated the walls. 

The Fort Worth club was rep¬ 
resented by Costantino, Cara¬ 
way, Magnuson, Gordon, J. L. 
Budros and B. C. Simmons. 


TROPHIES—J. L. Budros (left) holds plaque presented Convair 
FW Management club for outstanding community service while 
Club President Ernie Costantino displays other awards won at 
National Association of Foremen's convention. 


Convair Surveys Progress 
In New Plane Mfg. Ideas 

Data gathered in a nation-wide survey of major aircraft 
firms by a team of Convair production experts is under study 
as the first phase in a program aimed at cost reduction and 
improved manufacturing methods. 

The team, headed by Ray O. 

Ryan, Convair vice-president, 
manufacturing, and including 
representatives of both FW and 
SD divisions, visited eight major 
aircraft firms during the survey 
and traveled coast to coast. 

“Our aim was to get first-hand 
information on what the leading 
companies are doing and how 
their top men are thinking re¬ 
garding improved manufacturing 
methods,” Ryan explained. “Our 
findings will be made available to 
all aircraft firms so that all can 
benefit.” 

The first trip was made last 
March and involved visits to 
Douglas at Santa Monica, North 
American at Inglewood and 
Lockheed at Burbank. The sec¬ 
ond was in April, when Bell at 
Buffalo, Republic at Farmingdale, 

L. I., Grumman at Bethpage, L. I. 
and Martin at Baltimore were 
studied. The third trip was in 
August, centering on Boeing at 
Seattle. 

Convair men involved in the 
project include Ryan, C. E. Hun¬ 
ter, assistant to Ryan; J. W. Lar¬ 
son, FW chief engineer; H. W. 

Hinckley, FW assistant chief 
engineer; V. C. Gillon, then FW 
production manager and current¬ 
ly manager of master planning; 

W. L. Young, SD manufacturing 
staff assistant; D. B. Kelty, FW 
tool manufacturing superintend- 


THEVRE OFF—With topcoats and smiles, Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club officials boarded American airliner for Chicago to 
attend national foremen's association convention. They are (left 
to right) G. R. Gordon, M. E. Caraway, W. D. Magnuson, Stew¬ 
ardess Freddie Kelley, J. L. Budros, B. C. Simmons and Club Presi¬ 
dent E. C. Costantino. 


ent; Roy A. Miller, SD design 
specialist. 

“Top executives of the concerns 
we visited went far out of their 
way to make our task easier. Our 
free and open discussions—even 
though we in some cases were 
competitors — were refreshing,” 
Ryan added. “The survey was 
not to spy but to develop the best 
ideas for improving methods not 
only in Convair but the industry 
as a whole.” 

Subjects covered in the confer¬ 
ences included: (1) Type of or¬ 
ganization for manufacturing re¬ 
search. (2) Authority and re¬ 
sponsibility of this organization. 
(3) Approximate annual budget 
for manufacturing research. (4) 
Type of projects considered and 
what projects are sponsored by 
the Armed Forces . (5) Manu¬ 
facturing specialties of each com¬ 
pany. (6) Engineering and in¬ 
spection laboratories’ part in 
manufacturing development proj¬ 
ects. 

Some of the manufacturing 
specialties which attracted con¬ 
siderable interest were: (1) De¬ 
velopment of forming techniques 
on titanium which will permit the 
production of lighter airplane 
structures. (2) Quick attachment 
of major aircraft components to 
save labor and factory space such 
as attachment of wing to fuse¬ 
lage, nose to fuselage, tail to 
fuselage, and outer wings to 
inner wings. (3) Development of 
plastics for forming dies to save 
scarce metals and to reduce die 
costs. (4) Honeycomb or sand 
wich construction of non-stressed 
structures to reduce labor and 
material costs. (5) Automatic 
machines for simultaneous drill¬ 
ing and riveting of aircraft sub- 
assemblies to reduce costs and 
increase production. (6) Ma¬ 
chining of integral stiffeners on 
wing skins to eliminate separate 
parts fabrication, assembly, and 
riveting. 
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Christmas Party! 

★ ★ 


Make your arrangements and 
get your tickets for the 
ice show Dec. 12-19. 


Melody Skaters' Drill For Eight-Day Christmas Extravaganza 








In announcing the appointment, 
Cohu described Lanphier as “a 
man with broad experience in 
aviation and in the affairs of 
government.” Before joining Con- 
vair, Lanphier served as special 
assistant to the chairman of the 
National Security Resources 
Board in Washington, D. C., rep¬ 
resenting the NSRB chairman in 
staff councils of the National Se¬ 
curity Council, the highest admin¬ 
istrative policy making body in 
the federal government. 

Lanphier also has served as 
special assistant to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Air Force and is a 
former editor of the Idaho Daily 
Statesman at Boise. He is a 1937 
Stanford graduate. 


Widmer Named 
Asst. Chief Engr. 

R. H. Widmer, chief design 
engineer at Convair’s Fort Worth 
Division who supervised all de¬ 
velopment work on the B-36 proj¬ 
ect from its start, has been pro¬ 
moted to assistant chief engineer, 
Division Manager August C. 
Esenwein announced this week. 

Widmer is a native of Haw¬ 
thorne, New Jersey. He was 
graduated from Rensselaer Poly¬ 
technic Institute in 1938 with a 
bachelor’s degree in aeronautical 
engineering and the following 
year received a master’s degree 
in aeronautical engineering from 
(Continued on page 2) 


PETITE—Youngest member of 1951 "Melody on Ice" troupe is 
Glenna Carter who shows some of style that makes her top per¬ 
former despite her ag,e. 


Bloodmobile to Pay Visit 
to Convair FW Dec. 27, 28 

Convair FW will have a chance this month to contribute 
even more than B-36’s to the cause of world freedom. 

They’ll be asked to give a part of themselves—their 
own blood—to save the lives of American soldiers in Korea. 

Convair FW, in cooperation 
with the Department of Defense 
and the Red Cross, will bring a 
bloodmobile to the plant Dec. 27- 
28 for the convenience of Convair 
blood donors. The bloodmobile 
will make return visits Jan. 17- 
18, Feb. 14-15, March 20-21 and 
April 17-18. 

“We hope that 200 Convair 
people will contribute blood 
during each visit of the blood¬ 
mobile,” said A. €. Esenwein, 

Convair FW Division manager. 

“The company’s and the Air 
Force’s own contribution will 
be the estimated 3,000 man- 
continued on page 2) 


Extra-Long Christmas, New Year 
Week-Ends Ahead for Convair 


Most Convair Fort Worth 
Division employees were mak¬ 
ing plans this week for extra- 
long Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays. 

With the exception of cus¬ 
todial and maintenance employ¬ 
ees not assigned to the regular 
work week, and with the ex¬ 
ception of employees who may 
be specifically scheduled for 
overtime work on Saturday, 
Dec. 22, employees will be off 
duty the four days of Saturday 
through Christmas Day (Tues¬ 
day). 

To effect this longer holiday, 


the plant will operate on Sat¬ 
urday, Dec. 29, and pay for 
Saturday work will be on a 
straight time basis. 

In addition, most employees 
will have a three-day holiday 
at year end, Sunday, Dec. 30, 
through Tuesday, Jan. 1. The 
plant will be in operation Jan. 
5, however, and pay for this 
Saturday work also will be on 
a straight time basis. 

Advance notice of the holiday 
schedules was given all em¬ 
ployees in order that they 
might make plans to best util¬ 
ize the longer-than-usual holi¬ 
days. 


Engineers Sought 
For Pioneer Work 

With development of the na¬ 
tion’s first nuclear-powered air¬ 
plane ahead, Convair FW is issu¬ 
ing a call for engineers and 
physicists interested in pioneer 
work in this advanced new field. 

In particular demand are aero¬ 
nautical, mechanical, civil and 
electrical engineers, and physics 
and mathematics majors with ad¬ 
vanced degrees, according to M. 
L. Taylor, Engineering adminis¬ 
trative supervisor. 

Although some of the positions 
require education and experience 
above the four-year college level, 
vacancies exist for recent college 
(Continued on page 2) 


Lights to Control 
Convair FW Traffic 

Officials of the Texas Highway 
Department have notified G. D. 
Higgins Jr., Convair FW man¬ 
ager of Industrial Security, that 
traffic lights would be put into 
service along the main arteries 
serving the FW Division in ap¬ 
proximately 30 days. 

Lights will control traffic at 
the White Settlement Road traf¬ 
fic circle and at the entrance to 
Carswell Air Force Base. 


Tickets to the mammoth CRA Christmas ice show are 
being distributed this week with the prediction of CRA 
officials that the 90,000 free ducats will disappear like 
magic. 

First performance of the ice show, “Melody on Ice,” will 
get under way at 7:30 p.m. next Wednesday with sub¬ 
sequent performances through Dec. 19. 

Convair employees may obtain -—- 

tickets through their department 
clerks. Ticket chairman Finn 
Wahl reminded employees that 
the show is strictly a Convair af¬ 
fair and for Air Force employees 
now on duty at Convair FW and 
their families. Employees are 
asked to take only tickets for 
their immediate families, not for 
friends and neighbors. 

Director Anne Haroldson re¬ 
ports that performers are busy in 
last minute rehearsals this week 
and promises a completely new 
show for the 90,000 spectators. 

Acts will range from a “Com¬ 
anche War Dance” on ice to a 
Mother Goose routine, “Little Bo 
Peep.” Convair spectators will be 
treated to a real beauty on ice, 

“Pin-up Girl of 1952.” 

Besides the big ice show, 30,000 
Convair youngsters will receive 
a gift from Santa. Hundreds of 
“Santa’s Helpers” at Convair 
have been busy for weeks wrap¬ 
ping the gifts in gay Christmas 
colors. 

“This giant Christmas party 
will be the biggest and best ever 
staged by Convair FW,” said 
Fred Foster, CRA president. 

“We’ll expect to see every Con¬ 
vair family there.” 


National to 
Fly 340s 

National Airlines last week or¬ 
dered 14 Convair-Liner model 
340s, bringing the total now on 
order at San Diego to about 140. 

National is the 24th airline to 
either operate Convair-Liners or 
have them on order. Approxi¬ 
mately 160 model 240s have been 
in airline operation for many 
months, the first entering serv¬ 
ice in June, 1948. The model 340 
is a re-design of the Convair- 
Liner 240, is faster, has greater 
range, carries a larger payload 
and is more economical. 

Announcement of the order 
came jointly from G. T. Baker, 
president of National, and J. V. 
Naish, Convair vice-president— 
Contracts. Baker said the addi¬ 
tion will more than double the 
capacity of National’s current 
fleet. 

“Our plans call for use of the 
340s in intermediate service to 
replace our present twin-engine 
equipment,” Baker said. “How- 
continued on page 2) 


Director-Soloist of Show Once 
Warned Never to Skate Again 


Take a shapely body. Add a 
pretty face and a pleasing per¬ 
sonality. Sprinkle with a lot of 
artistic talent and a love of hard 
work. Garnish with a few breaks 
and a lot of plain courage. 

Mix well and you come up with 
something like Anne Haroldson, 
director of the “Melody on Ice” 
revue to be presented by Convair 
Recreation Association at Fort 
Worth in Will Rogers Coliseum 
during the Christmas show Dec. 
12-19. 

Miss Haroldson will do a solo 
number, even though she was 
warned four years ago to stop 


skating because of a knee injury 
—or run the risk of spending the 
rest of her life in a wheel chair! 

That was as shattering a judg¬ 
ment as could be handed down to 
a professional skater, for the ice 
(Continued on page 2) 


Tickets to the annual CRA 
Christmas program, “Melody 
on Ice,” will be distributed by 
department clerks prior to Dec. 
12 opening performance. Ad¬ 
mittance will be by ticket only. 
Tickets are free. 


Ice Stars at Peak 
Perfection For 
Fete Next Week 


STARS ON THE ICE—Such numbers as these will make CRA Christmas ice show at 
Fort Worth next week a record attraction. Show, free to all Convair FW and Air Force 
personnel stationed here, starts a week from tonight. Tickets are being distributed 
through department clerks. 


Lanphier 


Now a VP 


T. G. Lanphier Jr. last week 
was named a Convair vice-presi¬ 
dent. 

Lanphier, a World War II Air 
Force fighter pilot, since April 
23 has served as assistant to 
LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair presi¬ 
dent. 
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t,eqi Seek Chtried 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 6, G. H. 
Duncan ; Dept. 9, J. C. Felix ; Dept. 65, 
K. G. Clarke. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, B. Brown, A. 
R. McConnell; Dept. 14, L. J. Hawkins; 
Dept. 27, W. T. Carney, E. H. Coy, E. 
E. Durbin, J. L. Wendorf Jr. ; Dept. 30, 

R. D. Yeatch; Dept. 45, R. V. Lamb 

Jr.; Dept. 46, II. F. Ray; Dept. 48, W. 
C. Haun; Dept. 61, L. A. Franke; Dept. 
64, W. A. Kellum, H. W. Mahaney; 
Dept. 65, A. G. Owen; Dept. 73, T. F. 
Rogers. _ 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, J. L. Brown; 
Dept. 22, A. A. Zdzieblowski: Dept. 27, 
M. A. Gilbert; Dept. 44, W. D. Fisher, 
B. F. Jones; Dept. 47, R. Moore; Dept. 
50, R. O. Mitchell; Dept. 61, W. B. 
Sessions, L. L. Stephens; Dept. 73, L. 

S. Horsley, B. T. Powell. 


Transfers 


San Diego Division to Guided Missile 
Division effective Nov. 16: 

Dept. 806, Engineering: To design en¬ 
gineer, W. S. Collins; to engineer draw¬ 
ings checker, G. R. Jackson, Y. P. 
Mitchell. . 

Dept. 906, Engineering: To electronics 
engineer senior, R. M. Manring; to en¬ 
gineer drawings checker, Oscar Staver- 
field. 


Hitchhikers 


FORT WORTH 

DIAMOND HILL—Edith Turner, 2543 
Northeast. 30th. Phone ext. 2245 or 
MA-8375. Shift, 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

SMITHFIELD, TEX—Grace Kingston, 
two miles Northeast of Smithfield, Tex. 
Phone ext. 2279. Shift, 7 to 3:45 p.m. 

Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST—Man’s wedding ring on Nov. 
14 between 7:45 p.m. and 1 a.m. Be¬ 
lieved lost between hangar building and 
Lot 1. Return to A. W. Wenzel, ext. 
3172 or 6257 pr phone ED-5071. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions effective as of Dec. 3 are: 

Dept. 4, Material: To assistant su¬ 
pervisor, M. J. Penney. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To design en¬ 
gineer, W. O. Henker, R. L. Hurston, 
H. M. Tomlinson; to flight test en¬ 
gineer, H. G. Ellis, E. Lutzer. 

Dept. 7, Works: To liaison man, C. 
C. Pope. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: To 
assistant supervisor, W. D. Barclay. 

Dept. 20, Trafic: To shipping assist¬ 
ant foreman, W. B. Elliott; L. H. 
Massey, O. W. Turner. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To general super¬ 
visor, H. L. Collins Jr. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: To as¬ 
sistant foreman, G. F. Coble, C. L. 
Sutherland. 

Dept. 26, Subcontracts: To buying 
supervisor, R. K. Batten. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: To assistant 
foreman, C. A. Anderson, O. H. Bern¬ 
hardt, N. K. Bryant, W. M. Mann, N. 
J. Meeks, O. R. Morgan, I. B. Turney. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons received em¬ 
ployee suggestion awards totaling $196.33 
for the period ending Nov. 23: 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: C. A. Taylor. 
Dept. 31, Metal Forming: E. A. Mar¬ 
tin, R. F. Parr, R. L. Willoughby. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing & Engines: W. 
S. Harris. „ 

Dept. 48, Fuel & Oil Tank Sealing: 
J. E. Horne. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: V. H. Kadel. 
Dept. 73, Sub-Assembly: J. M. McCoy. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

BENSON—Son, Lyndon Keith, 8 lb. 
2 oz., born Nov. 1 to Mr. and Mrs. R. 
M. Benson Jr., Dept. 74. 

WALKER—Twin sons, James Allen, 3 
lbs. 15 oz., and Jerry Wayne, 4 lbs. 5 
oz., born Nov. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. R. 
K. Walker, Dept. 61. 

WILSON—Son, Douglas William, 8 
lbs. 10 oz , born Nov. 23 to Mr. and Mrs. 
P. D. Wilson, Dept. 6. 


Coo/ Courage 

Injured Ice Star Comes Back 
Despite Risk of Wheelchair 

folk who see her next week will 
know that pluck paid off! 


(Continued from page 1) 
had held her heart since she was 
14 and had led her to acclaim in 
scores of big ice shows in many 
states. But she met the edict 
with characteristic courage, faced 
the risk and endured months of 
tedious exercise and cautious 
maneuvers. Those Convair FW 



PRETTY BLADE—Anne Harold- 
son, director of CRA ice show 
which opens next week, shows 
form that made her top ice per¬ 
former. She will do solo, as well 
as run show. 


At 14 Miss Haroldson won the 
Midwestern Senior Figure Skat¬ 
ing crown at St. Louis and that 
X>aved the way to stardom. There 
followed engagements all over 
the nation, including three years 
with the Ice Follies. More re¬ 
cently she added directing to her 
accomplishments, staging shows 
in Chicago, Dallas, Boston and 
Fort Worth. Last year’s CRA 
Christmas show for Convair FW 
is listed as one of her most try¬ 
ing experiences. She not only di¬ 
rected it but made and altered 
many costumes, ran the lights, 
handed out cues and skated, too! 

Oddly enough, Miss Harold¬ 
son is not only a champ on ice 
but on the links as well. Once 
women’s golf champion of her 
native Duluth, she was runner- 
up in the Minnesota state in 
1933. Guess who it took to beat 
her. Patty Berg! 

That match against Patty, 
watched by a gallery of 5,000, 
she says was a high point of ex¬ 
citement and comparable only to 
her solo debut on the ice of 
Madison Square Garden. 


National Airlines 
Orders Model 340s 

(Continued from page 1) 
ever, the Convair-Liner 340 is 
excellently suited for schedules 
on our East Coast routes such as 
one-stop Miami to New York or 
non-stop Jacksonville to Wash¬ 
ington.” 

First of the model 340s will go 
into operation for United Air 
Lines in April. The plane has a 
range of 1,900 miles, will cruise 
at approximately 300 mph, has 
an operational altitude of 20,000 
feet, gross landing weight 44,500 
and takeoff weight of 45,000. It 
is designed for 44 passengers. 
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LINE-UP—Mrs. Archie Smith (center, back row) whose husband 
is in Convair FW's Dept. 50, drew names of winners lined up to 
received door prizes during recent plant-wide third shift Thanks¬ 
giving, dance at Northside Coliseum. 


Five in Same Engine 
Crew at Convair FW 
Report New Babies 

If prizes were given for the 
department with most new 
fathers, Convair FW’s Dept. 47 
could walk away with top honors. 

In less than four weeks, five 
men on the same crew in engine 
build-up have boasted of new in¬ 
come tax deductions. 

Among those handing out 
cigars and candy were M. L. 
Krecl, G. L. Combs, E. A. Schub- 
be, A. L. Venable and D. E. 
Rhoades. 

The new arrivals include Mark 
Charles Krecl, 8 lbs. 2% ozs., 
born Oct. 23; Renda Joyce Combs, 
7 lbs. 1114 ozs., born Nov. 7; 
Connie Elaine Schubbe, 6 lbs. 12 
ozs., born Nov. 9; Gary Lee Ven¬ 
able, 8 lbs. 10 ozs., born Nov. 12, 
and a 6 lb. 7 oz. daughter born 
Nov. 19 to Mr. and Mrs. D. E. 
Rhoades, 

The Krecl, Combs and Venable 
babies were firsts, while Schub- 
be’s daughter was his second 
child. For Rhoades it was his 
third. 


Bloodmobile Visit 
to Convair Slated 

(Continued from page 1) 
hours it will take to donate 
the blood.” 

Department of Defense reports 
reveal that supplies of blood are 
gravely inadequate. 

“Perhaps some Convair son is 
dying at this moment because 
one of us has failed to do our 
duty at home,” said Esenwein. 
“We are recognized as the great¬ 
est aircraft building team in the 
world—so it is only natural that 
we are called upon as a team by 
our government to contribute 
blood for building world peace.” 

Esenwein emphasized that Con¬ 
vair workers may leave their jobs 
to give blood during the blood- 
mobile visits without loss of pay. 

A complete schedule of the 
time and place of the bloodmobile 
visits will be published in the 
Dec. 19 CONVAIRIETY. 


Drama Club Actors 

Two Convair FW CRA drama 
club members appeared in the 
third Supper Theater production 
of the Footlite Club, little thea¬ 
ter group of the First Methodist 
church. 

Included in the cast of “Dora, 
the Beautiful Dishwasher” or 
“The Heroine Who Cleaned Up” 
were E. W. Morris, Dept. 6, and 
B. J. Garrett, Dept. 50. 



FW PROMOTION — R. H. 
Widmer, new assistant chief 
engineer at Convair FW. 

Widmer Named 
Asst. Chief Engr. 

(Continued from page 1) 
California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. 

He joined Convair in San Diego 
in 1939 as assistant group engi¬ 
neer in aerodynamics. In 1942, 
he was transferred to the com¬ 
pany’s Fort Worth Division as 
head of the aerodynamics group. 
And in 1949, he became chief 
design engineer. 

In addition to aerodynamics, 
thermodynamics, and power plant 
work on the B-36, Widmer did 
aerodynamics work on the PB2Y- 
2 patrol bomber, Model 31 flying 
boat, B-24 Liberator bomber and 
B-32 bomber. 


Dances Grab 
FW Spotlight 

Dances and parties continue to 
hold the limelight at Convair FW 
as the holiday season approaches. 

At press time, 13 departments 
had completed arrangements for 
Christmas parties, according to 
Ike Pemberton, CRA ballroom 
dancing commissioner. All will 
be sponsored jointly by CRA and 
departmental supervision. 

Heading the list is the Tooling 
dance Dec. 9 at Lake Worth Ca¬ 
sino. Participating in the infor¬ 
mal affair to be held from 8:30 
p.m. to 12:30 will be employees 
in Depts. 14, 24, 81 and 82. 

Music will be by Leon Bree¬ 
den’s orchestra and door prizes 
will be presented, according to 
W. T. Lacy, Dept. 24. Others in 
charge of arrangements include 
W. M. Berry, Dept. 82; J. E. Mc¬ 
Bride, Dept. 14; and T. B. Man- 
sker, Dept. 81. A crowd of 2,000 
is expected. 

Dec. 16 is the date selected by 
departments 9 and 4 for an in¬ 
formal dance also to be held at 
Lake Worth Casino with music 
by Leon Breeden’s orchestra. 

In charge of arrangements are 
Wallace Jay and R. P. Curry, 
Dept. 9, and J. H. Kincannon and 
B. J. Hennersdorf, Dept. 4. Door 
prizes are planned and 2,000 are 
expected to attend. 

Five departments will join to 
hold an informal Christmas dance 
Dec. 21 at the Casino, Pemberton 
reports. Participating will be 
Depts. 43, 44, 45, 46 and 48. Em¬ 
ployees and guests will dance to 
music by Leon Breeden’s orches¬ 
tra. Door prizes will be awarded. 
The hours are 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 
and 1,600 are expected to be 
there. 

A near record attendance was 
reported at a dance held Nov. 25 
by Dept. 73 and Dept. 74-1 and 
74-2 when 2,300 people turned out 
for an evening of dancing at the 
Casino. 

Two other departmental social 
events were scheduled this month, 
with Industrial Relations employ¬ 
ees planning an informal buffet 
dinner-dance and Christmas 
party at Midway Inn Dec. 1, and 
Dept. 27 arranging a dance the 
following night, Dec. 2, Lake 
Worth Casino. 

Other departments needing as¬ 
sistance in planning or financing 
social events may contact Pem¬ 
berton at ext. 6260 or L. L. Jarl, 
Employee Actvities, ext. 5141. 


Convair’s M. J. Scott Weds Georgia Bride 
in Informal Double Ring Ceremony Nov. 16 

Otis Moore, Shiloh, Ga. 

Scott is supervisor in Indus¬ 
trial Engineering. He has been 


In an informal, double ring 
ceremony, Mildred B. Heyduck of 
Warm Springs, Ga., became the 
bride of M. J. Scott, Convair FW 
Dept. 8-3, Nov. 16. 

Wedding vows were read by 
the Rev. E. G. Crosier, associate 
pastor of the Riverside Baptist 
Church and assistant supervisor 
of Convair FW’s Employee Serv¬ 
ices section. The ceremony was 
performed in the home of Mrs. 
Clint L. Taylor, 1321 South Hen¬ 
derson. Attending the couple 
were Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Sned- 
eker, Fort Worth. 

The bride is a 1949 graduate 
of Harris College of Nursing, 
Fort Worth, and is now serving 
as supervisor of surgery at the 
Georgia Warm Springs Founda¬ 
tion. She is the daughter of Mrs. 


CONVAIR JOB INFORMATION FORM 

(To be completed by prospective employee and forwarded to the 
Employment Office at either Convair, San Diego, Calif., or Convair, 
Fort Worth, Tex., depending on where applicant wishes to work.) 


MY NAME IS.. 


. Male 


Female ( ) 


MY ADDRESS IS.. 


(Number and Street) 


(City and State) 

PLEASE SEND ME ONE OF YOUR REGULAR EMPLOYMENT 
APPLICATION BLANKS. 


employed at Convair FW for the 
past nine years. 

The couple will be at home at 
3729 Winthrop after Christmas. 


.J 


Engineers Sought 
For Pioneer Work 

(Continued from page 1) 
graduates and those who will re¬ 
ceive degrees at mid-year. 

“Engineers employed to fill 
these positions will be placed on 
projects which we believe will 
continue over a substantial period 
of time,” Taylor explains. “Con¬ 
vair FW needs employees to per¬ 
form work on current projects as 
well as on development.” 

Opportunities are available in 
the following fields: nuclear phy¬ 
sics, thermodynamics, analytical 
and physical chemistry, equip¬ 
ment design, aerodynamics, elec¬ 
tronics, dynamics, aerophysics, 
structures, servo mechanisms, ap¬ 
plied mechanics, weights control, 
electrical, mechanical and struc¬ 
tural testing, and structural test¬ 
ing, and structural airframe de¬ 
sign and drafting. 

Readers who have friends or 
relatives who might qualify for 
any of the above positions are 
urged to ask them to complete 
the accompanying coupon and 
send it to Convair. 
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SuDcrsonic Wind Tunnel Is High Interest Point at Daingerfield 


CONVAIR DAINGERFIELD —Air view at left shows setting for Convair- 
operated facility near Daingerfield, Tex. Lone Star Steel Co. pig mill is in fore¬ 
ground and Ellison Reservoir (known locally as Lone Star Lake) in background. 
At right above is nozzle and test section of supersonic wind tunnel where air 


speeds of 1,800 miles an hour are available. Operator is viewing model in Schlieren 
camera. Lower picture is Schlieren photograph showing model in wind tunnel and 
airflow pattern. Velocity of airstream for this shot was about 1,100 mph. Such 
photos are important tools for Convair technical men. 




FW Folk to Receive 
Books on Auto Law 

Information booklets explain¬ 
ing Texas’ new safety responsi¬ 
bility law will be distributed to 
all Convair FW employees at the 
end of their work shift tomorrow 
(Dec. 6), G. D. Higgins Jr., man¬ 
ager of Industrial Security, an¬ 
nounced. 

Issued by the Department of 
Public Safety, the booklets ex¬ 
plain the new law which goes into 
effect Jan. 1, 1952. All persons 
who own or operate a motor 
vehicle in Texas must carry lia¬ 
bility insurance, or be able to 
prove financial responsibility in 
event of an accident. 


Depts. 45 and 26 Win 
FW Safety Awards 

Convair FW’s Dept. 45 (wing 
sub-assemblies, structures) won 
the monthly factory departmental 
safety award for the month of 
October, Fred Temple, Safety 
supervisor, reported this week. 

The office department safety 
award went to Dept. 26 (sub¬ 
contracts). 

Dept. 47 (outer wing and en¬ 
gines) was honored as the de¬ 
partment sporting the most man 
hours worked since the last dis¬ 
abling injury. 


LONG HISTORy— Air view of town of Daingerfield, Tex., where 
largest number of Convair Daingerfield people live. Town is Texas' 
fourth oldest and was settled by fugitives from Nova Scotia. 

Driven From Nova Scotia, Acadians 
Were First Daingerfield Settlers 


Daingerfield, where the great¬ 
est number of Convair Dainger¬ 
field people live, is the fourth 
oldest town in Texas and makes 
up in history what may be lack¬ 
ing in size. 

Settled in 1740 when Acadians 


Cecil McClure Wins Run-off Election at FW 
to Take Management Club Presidency 


C. F. (Cecil) McClure will 
serve as president of the Convair 
FW Management Club during the 
coming year, L. H. Allen, election 
committee chairman, announced 
this week after a run-off election. 

McClure, Dept. 8, succeeds 
Ernie Costantino as head of the 
group. He won the post in a 
run-off with C. B. Williams, Dept. 
22 . 

W. R. Dudley, Dept. 50, was 
named vice-president in the run¬ 
off, and A. J. Combs, Dept. 45, 


named vice-president 
(nights). R. B. Craig, Dept. 3, 
was elected recording secretary 
of the group. 

Other officers elected include: 
Treasurer, B. C. Simmons; corre¬ 
sponding secretary, W. T. Lacy; 
and a 10-man board of control 
made up of G. W. Beckham, J. B. 
Brock, J. L. Budros, W. H. Hol¬ 
land, J. E. McBride, L. M. May- 
field, M. E. Nellis, J. L. Shackel¬ 
ford, W. H. Vinson, and H. L. 
Wendorf. 


successfully drove away the In¬ 
dians, the area held its first coun¬ 
ty election in 1875 and Dainger¬ 
field was designated county seat. 
(The Acadians, driven from Nova 
Scotia when that province 
changed from French to British, 
fled to the American colonies in 
the 1740’s and ’50’s, refusing to 
take an oath of loyalty to the 
British crown.) 

Accounts differ as to how Dain¬ 
gerfield got its name. Some say 
a Capt. L. Daingerfield came 
from Nova Scotia in 1830 to 
drive the Indians from East Tex¬ 
as and camped with 100 men near 
the foothills where the captain 
was slain in a clash with those 
he came to conquer. Others claim 
the town was named for Henry 
Daingerfield, Secretary of War 
under Houston’s second adminis¬ 
tration in 1842. He served as 
agent to solicit aid for the Re¬ 
public of Texas when Southwest 
Texas was invaded by the Mexi¬ 
cans. 

In the 1840’s many settlers 
came to the Daingerfield area 
seeking homes. During these 
years, Daingerfield was the home 
of several colleges, such as Cha¬ 
pel Hill College and Beason Col¬ 
lege. None is operating today. 


TAKE OVER—Ready to get down to business are these newly- 
lected Convair FW Management Club officers, who will take over 
ew duties Jan. I. New President C. F. McClure is seated on right 
t far end of table. Others, left to right, are J. B. Brock, G. W. 
ieckham, M. E. Caraway, J. L. Budros, R. B. Craig, W. R. Dudley, 
V. T. Lacy, M. E. Nellis, W. H. Vinson, J. E. McBride and L. M. 
Aayfield. 


SD Party Dec. 29 

Convair SD’s Management Club 
will hold its annual Christmas- 
New Year party Dec. 29 at Mis¬ 
sion Beach ballroom. 

H. W. Rubottom, acting chair¬ 
man, said music will be by Fran¬ 
cis Leonard’s orchestra, enlarged 
for the occasion, and that a buf¬ 
fet supper will be served through¬ 
out the evening. 


Home Owners Total High 
for Convair Daingerfield 


Convair Daingerfield, that re¬ 
cently assumed division status, 
dug up some vital statistics this 
week that offer some interesting 
sidelights, such as: 

Bachelors and single girls 
are scarce. Of Convair Dain- 
gerfield’s “population” of 270, 
only 32 are unmarried! 

A total of 147 Convair em¬ 
ployees at Daingerfield own 
their own homes. 

Of the entire group, 81—al¬ 
most 30 per cent—call some 
college or university alma ma¬ 
ter. (Texas A&M leads with 
16 alumni, while Texas U has 
10 and Oklahoma U eight.) 

An impressive 39 per cent 
have been with the company 
five years or more. (Although 
no figures are immediately 
available, this is probably a far 
greater percentage than any 
other Convair unit can boast.) 

Convair Daingerfield’s popula¬ 
tion is about equally divided be¬ 
tween local people and Convair 
men or women transferred there 
from elsewhere. The “native 
sons” total 140 (of whom 124 
are married and 89 own their own 
homes); while the “immigrants” 
number 129 (of whom 113 are 
married and 58 have purchased 
homes). 

Convair personnel at Dainger¬ 
field include some rather “senior” 
citizens, in point of time with the 
company. One has been with Con¬ 
vair 12 years, another 11, four 
for ten years, six for eight years, 
two for seven years, 21 for six, 

'Replacement' Born 
As Son Goes to AF 

Even though their oldest son 
joined the Air Force last year, it 
wasn’t long before the Alfonso 
Sanchez family (Dept. 25 SD) 
had a “replacement” to maintain 
their level of ten children at 
home. 

The latest addition (making a 
total of 11 children for one of 
Convair’s largest family groups) 
was John Michael, born Oct. 15, 
weighing eight pounds, four 
ounces. Now that Alfonso Jr. is 
in the AF, Emilia, a sophomore 
at San Diego State, is the senior 
member at home. 

Asked if it wasn’t difficult to 
feed so many mouths, Sanchez 
was refreshingly confident. “No, 
it really isn’t,” he said. “The 
children help each other and their 
mother, and we live simply but 
happily. Children are blessings, 
not burdens.” 


and 70 for five years. Overall, 
106 have been on the company 
payroll for five years or longer 
and 109 have been with Convair 
from two to four years. Only 54 
have been with Convair a year 
or less. 

As for their jobs, 85 are in 
technical positions, 84 are classed 
as “professional employees,” and 
46 do office work while 42 are 
in maintenance and 12 in admin¬ 
istrative posts. 

In northeast Texas’ more or 
less wide open spaces, it is not as¬ 
tonishing that Convair people are 
spread about. The largest single 
group—88 families—live in Dain¬ 
gerfield, Tex., about seven miles 
from the laboratory. Longview 
is home to 47 others, followed by 
Mt. Pleasant with 39, Pittsburgh 
with 26 and Hughes Springs with 
24. After that come Ore City, 
Greggton, James, Avinger, Na¬ 
ples and others. 



CLUSTERS — Pins on sketch 
map show how Convair Dainger¬ 
field people are distributed. Con¬ 
centrations are at Daing.erfield 
and Longview. 



CENTRAL—Convair Dainger- 
field's location sketched in rela¬ 
tion to other points of impor¬ 
tance. 
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Triple Career 
Man Now 70 


VOLUNTEER JUDGING — When above photo appeared in 
CONVAIRIElY of Sept. 26, FW edition, three GIs did their own 
judging and backed Jo Ann Watkins of Inspection FW, ninth from 
left, as their choice. Eventual winner, however, was Virginia Huffine, 
third from right. 

GIs Do Their Own Judging in Beauty 
Contest , Differ With Officials 


A Convair Fort Worth beauty 
contest brought contention even 
in Korea. 

Sgt. Henry Theys, Cpl. J. H. 
Reel and Pfc. Pat McFarland, 
stationed in Korea, wrote last 
month: 

“We have been perusing your 
Sept. 26 Fort Worth edition of 


GI'S CHOICE—Jo Ann Wat¬ 
kins of Inspection FW, who GIs 
in Korea chose from photo as 
their pick in beauty contest. Ob¬ 
viously, they have good taste. 


CONVAIRIETY, relayed to us 
by Miss Patsy Pittmann. 

“We decided to pick a winner 
ourselves in your beauty con¬ 
test. . . ” 

(They refer to a beauty 
queen race at Convair FW that 
ended Sept. 29 with the selec¬ 
tion of Virginia Huffine as win¬ 
ner. The photograph they refer 
to appeared on page 1 of the 
Sept. 26 FW edition, but was 
not included in the SD edition.) 

“We understand that you 
can’t necessarily tell by pic¬ 
tures, but we are going to try. 
From left to right, we decided 
that number nine has the best 
of it. We are trying to figure 
the personality along with ap¬ 
pearance and it is a pretty hard 
job, but we probably wouldn’t 
have any trouble if we were 
there in person. . . .” 

The writer was Pfc. McFar¬ 
land, address R & M/G Co., 51st 
Sig. Bn. Corps, APO 358, Post¬ 
master, San Francisco. The 
trio wrote they were known as 
“Set Number 3 (Radio).” 

The young lady they picked 
for a winner is Jo Ann Wat¬ 
kins. 

For the information of “Set 
Number 3,” Jo Ann is 21, a sec¬ 
retary in FW Inspection, single 
and has no steady boy friend, 
likes to dance, swim and is in¬ 
terested in almost all outdoor 
sports. She was representative of 
her department in beauty con¬ 
test. 

Patsy Pittmann, who started in¬ 
cident by sending them copy of 
CONVAIRIETY, is Engineering 
typist, has never seen any of 
three GI’s, but came to know 
Sgt. Theys through a friend and 
has been corresponding with him 
about a year. 


At 70, Albert T. Fisher of the 
Navy’s BuAir office at Convair 
SD can look back on three differ¬ 
ent careers—and he’s not through 
yet, not by a long shot. 

“I’d been thinking of retiring 
at three score and ten but I 
changed my mind,” Fisher told 
friends at a birthday celebration 
recently in Electronics and Guid¬ 
ance at San Diego where he is 
a Navy inspector. 

Fisher’s first career was rail¬ 
roading and it lasted 17 years 
aboard the Santa Fe, Southern 
Pacific, Rock Island and the MK 
& T. In those single track days 
Fisher had time to buddy with 
the telegraphers and natural 
curiosity brought him a knowl¬ 
edge of Morse code. When the 
U. S. entered World War I Fisher 
.enlisted in the Navy, though he 
was 36, and his knowledge of 
code and amateur radio stood him 


JV 


AT 70—When Navy Inspector 
A. T. Fisher had birthday re¬ 
cently, girls in electronics ar¬ 
ranged party. Left to right, H. J. 
Mulhall (Dept. 27), Fisher, M. C. 
Leslie, Dept. 6 foreman. 

in good stead. He was made a 
second class radioman. 

“I liked the Navy so much I 
stayed 20 years!” He retired in 
1938 as a chief radioman after 
varied duty ashore and afloat, in¬ 
cluding two tours aboard the old 
battlewagon California during 
which he served with another 
chief radioman named M. C. Les¬ 
lie. 

After retirement from the serv¬ 
ice Fisher was recalled for duty 
but excused on physical reasons 
and it was in 1942 that he en¬ 
tered Civil Service and was as¬ 
signed to Convair’s BuAir office 
for duty as an electronics inspec¬ 
tor where he has served ever 
since. 

“Ties with the regular Navy 
weren’t broken, however, for in 
1946 who do I find working at 
Convair but that same Leslie 
with whom I served on the Cali¬ 
fornia! I hadn’t seen him in 15 
years!” 


Amateur' Prospector Turns Pro' 
as he Discovers Gold Nuggets 



IT GLITTERS — A. A. Van 
Wormer of Convair SD puts the 
eye on gold nug,gets and silver 
ore he brought back from va¬ 
cation. 


A. A. Van Wormer (Dept 210 
SD, plant 2) lost his amateur 
standing as a prospector this 
month. 

Van Wormer, who has been a 
rockhound for many years and 
dabbled in prospecting, took his 
vacation in the rugged country 
20 miles north of Kingman, Ariz., 
near a wide place in the road 
called “Santa Claus.” As a mem¬ 
ber of the national “United Pros¬ 
pectors Organization,” he stayed 
with a fellow member and spent 
the time looking for deposits and 
sifting the sands for gold nug¬ 
gets. 

“I didn’t exactly ‘hit it rich,’ 
but I’ve got something to show 
for the trip,” Van Wormer told 
friends afterwards as he dis¬ 
played two gold nuggets worth 
around $50 as well as several 
chunks of silver ore. 

Van Wormer staked three 
claims for himself in the area 
and plans to try again when the 
weather improves. Rain was a 
handicap on his prospecting trip, 
making the “dry wash” method 
difficult. 


Life is short enough as it is. 
Remember safety rules at work. 



\ 

CARNIVAL QUEEN —Greta 
Harry, I I-year-old daughter of 
Convair FW employees E. M. 
Harry, Dept. 22-2, and V. H. 
Harry, Dept. 65, was crowned 
queen of annual White Settle¬ 
ment PTA Carnival. Greta was 
runner-up two years ago. Be¬ 
sides parents, Greta has two 
uncles and aunts at Convair FW 
—H. L. Morrow, 61; Lyla Mor¬ 
row, 73; W. E. Wiley, 81; and 
Irene Wiley, 73. 



ANTIQUE-HAVEN — Surrounded by French gold leaf tables, 
mirror and other antiques, Mr. and Mrs. Glen Chandler glance 
through old photo album. 


Two Decade Hunt 


Purchase of Aging Music Box 
Makes Collectors of FW Pair 


Twenty-two years ago G. E. 
Chandler, Convair FW Dept. 81, 
strolled into an antique shop, 
looked over the wares and finally 
selected a 50-year-old German 
music box as a gift for his wife. 

He didn’t know it at the time, 
but that fine piece of workman- 



TWEET, TWEET—Glen E. 
Chandler, Convair FW Dept. 81, 
winds up 125-year-old singing 
birds once used by Germans to 
train canaries. Real feathers 
adorn mechanical birds, which 
sing nearly an hour with one 
winding. 

ship was the start of a hobby he 
is still pursuing. Soon after, he 
and his wife went into the antique 
business in a big way. 

“She had always been after me 
to look at antiques,” he laughs, 
“but I thought it was kind of 
foolish at first.” He admits now 
he’s hopelessly sold. Today the 
Chandlers own dozens of valuable 
pieces. 

“For awhile we just bought and 
sold,” Chandler says, “but we’re 
real collectors, now.” By that he 
means they buy only pieces to 
keep. 

During the last two decades, 
the Chandlers have traveled 
through almost every state in 
their hunt for relics from by¬ 
gone days. Usually they combine 
vacation trips with shopping. 

Last summer they toured Mis¬ 
sissippi and Louisiana, where by 
chance they found a “nodding- 
head bisque” to pair with one 
bought several years earlier. Of 
unglazed Dresden, the Chinese- 
like heads are so constructed that 
their heads nod. 

Antiques often are found in 
out-of-the-way places. Driving by 
a rundown Arkansas shanty, they 
spotted an antique cherrywood 
chair on the front porch. It was 
originally brought out of the deep 
South by children of slaves. 

“They offered it for $4,” Mrs. 
Chandler says. When they got 
the chair home, Mrs. Chandler 
worked for weeks to remove the 
several coats of paint. Returned 
to its original beauty, the chair 


now adds charm to one corner of 
the master bedroom. 

Probably the most valuable 
antiques in their collection are 
several pieces of French gold leaf 
furniture, including a huge mirror 
which frames one end of their 
long living-dining room. The 
mirror came from an estate in 
the East. 

Perhaps their most unusual 
item is a 125-year-old bird cage 
complete with three mechanical 
birds which flutter their tails, 
move their heads, open their 
beaks and tweet when wound. 
Originally used by the Germans 
to train canaries, the “mother” 
bird sings and the two fledglings 
repeat her “song.” 

The Chandlers also number 
among their prized possessions 
matching Cranberry Venetian 
glass cruets adorned with cameos, 
a coraline satin pitcher, blue 
satin hanging lamps, early 
American glassware, a French 
satinwood chest topped with pink 
Italian marble and inlaid with 
a filigree trim, and sterling flat- 
ware with mother of pearl han¬ 
dles. 

“Don’t buy something just be¬ 
cause it’s old,” the Chandlers tell 
novices. “And don’t buy junk. 
Youve got to be able to live with 
it.” 



IMPORTED—Lynx such as this 
one H. E. Rawlinson, Dept. 43 
FW, is holding usually aren't 
found in Texas. This one was 
imported from Florida to provide 
game for special bobcat race re¬ 
cently at coon and hound meet. 
Rawlinson's dog "Pat" bagged 
prize and he got catch. 
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Check Comes Through 

Group Policy a 'Life Saver 1 When 
Health Forces FW Man to Quit 


If you’re one of the many thou¬ 
sands of Convair employees who 
carry Convair’s Group Insurance, 
it isn’t likely that you’ll ever have 
reason to file a claim for perma¬ 
nent and total disability. 

“But when a guy needs it,” 
comments Elmer Stahl these 
days, “Convair and that Group 
Insurance policy are certainly 
good friends to have.” 

And Stahl knows. From per¬ 
sonal experience. 

A former painter in Mainte¬ 
nance at Fort Worth (Dept. 25), 
Stahl this month received a check 
for $8,125 as full payment for 
his permanent and total disability 
claim under his Convair group 
insurance. 

Stahl’s case is not necessarily 
“typical” of permanent and total 
disability claims filed under Con¬ 
vair’s Group Insurance, but it 
does illustrate the fact that any 
employee with a legitimate claim 
need seek no outside assistance 
to obtain benefits under the pol¬ 
icy. 

Stahl suffered a heart attack 
that was to end his days of mak¬ 
ing a living at his work, although 
he didn’t know it at the time. 
After eight weeks of rest and 
treatment, Stahl returned to work 
at Convair. 

Five months later, he suffered 
a second heart attack, and his 
physician’s verdict was final: he 
could not return to work if he 
expected to live.. So he termin¬ 


ated. 

Stahl’s Convair checks stopped, 
of course. But his group insur¬ 
ance didn’t. Employee Services 
Section processed his claim, which 
gave him unemployment compen¬ 
sation payments of $42 weekly 
for the maximum period of 13 
weeks. 

The FW plant’s insurance of¬ 
fice, through Loretta Upton, ad¬ 
vised Stahl that his payments for 
permanent and total disability 
could not be made until end of a 
six-month waiting period, a 
standard provision in such insur¬ 
ance policies. 

“Everything was handled for 
me,” says Stahl. “Fact is, I 
didn’t know that my policy 
would cover all those things 
that Miss Upton told me 
about.” 

All Stahl had to do was decide 
if he wanted his $8,125 in a lump 
payment, or in a series of lesser 
monthly payments. 

“And for that $8,125 payment 
—plus all the other payments—I 
figure I paid in a total of about 
$350 in the three and a half years 
I worked at the plant.” 

Since July, Stahl has been 
operating a small ceramics shop 
in his home at 4716 Calmont. 

“When you have to stop work 
after painting for 25 years,” 
comments Stahl, “it’s pretty 
rough. But it’d be a lot rougher 
if I hadn’t carried my Group 
Insurance.” 



CLAY SWANS—Elmer Stahl, former Convair FW Dept. 25-3 
employee, finds dabbling, in ceramics a good way to keep occupied 
since heart condition ended working days. Here he pours clay into 
mold for swans like those on table. 


B-36 Totes Two Tons of Texas Watermelons 
to Air Force People at Remote Alaska Base 


One of the U.S. Air Force’s 
major strategic defense weapons, 
the Convair-built B-36, is capable 
of carrying good will as well as 
bomb loads, “Operation: Water¬ 
melon” indicates. 



P-s-s-s-s-t! 


“Operation: Watermelon” first 
started when B-36 crews from 
Carswell Air Force Base, Texas, 
were awed by the hospitality ex¬ 
tended them by Air Force people 
at Eielson AFB, Alaska, during 
routine flights last winter. 

Crew members tried to think 
of some way to repay the Alaskan 
base’s hospitality upon returning 
to Texas. From a former Alas¬ 
kan pilot, they learned that wa¬ 
termelons were an unheard-of del¬ 
icacy there. 

A special fund was started and 
4,000 pounds of watermelons pur¬ 
chased in Texas were flown there 
on the next routine B-36 flight. 

Col. Thomas P. Gerrity, com¬ 
mander of the 11th Bomb Wing, 
wrote in a letter from the Cars¬ 
well airmen: 

“Aboard each B-36 you’ll find 
a taste of Texas!” 






WORKING COMBINATION—This trio helps to produce tech¬ 
nical order manuals for Air Force in Convair FW Illustrations 
Section. Left to right are R. V. Hendricks, publications writer; 
Oressa Monsey, AF inspector, and S. J. Garrett, illustrator. 

Mightier Words 


Tons of Paper do Their Part For 
AF in Keeping B-36s up to Snuff 


It takes more than gasoline, 
oil and crack aircraft mechanics 
for the U.S. Air Force to fly and 
service as complex a strategic air 
weapon as B-36’s. 

“It takes paper, too,” says E. 
W. Foster. “In fact, it takes 
thousands and thousands of 
pounds of paper every year.” 

Foster is supervisor of the 
Service Engineering Publications 
Section at Convair FW, one of 
the division’s biggest paper con¬ 
sumers. 


negative before it is sent to the 
Air Force for approval. The 
Southern Air Procurement Dis¬ 
trict sub-contracts the actual 
printing of the page revisions to 
go to Air Force installations. 

The film used in drawing up 
the negatives alone would be 
enough to make 25,950,000 rolls 
of No. 620 film. 

“And that,” says Foster, “is 
a bit of picture-taking for any¬ 
body’s photo lab!” 


Coburn to Head New 
Section of 'Quality 
Control' Group at FW 

Convair FW — and Texas — 
chalked up more “firsts” last 
month when Quality Control spe¬ 
cialists in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area met to organize a local sec¬ 
tion of the American Society for 
Quality Control. 

For Convair, that first meant 
the election of the group’s first 
president from division ranks. 
And for Texas it meant the 
largest single chartered section 
of this organization in the nation. 

Heading the new organization 
is J. L. Coburn, supervisor of 
FW’s Quality Control depart¬ 
ment. J. Y. McClure, manager 
of Quality Control at Convair 
FW, was named a director. 

“Purpose of the organization,” 
Cobum explains, “is to establish 
a medium through which industry 
may learn new and improved 
manufacturing techniques, ex¬ 
change information on methods, 
and in general promote closer co¬ 
operation among manufacturers.” 


Beer Oasis Dries up 
as Kimble Arrives 

“No more coast beer for me. 
I’m going to St. Louis!” A. H. 
Kimble, Convair SD general 
foreman, boasted not long ago. 
“That’s where they really grow 
beer!” 

The same day that Kimble 
arrived in St. Louis the brew¬ 
eries all shut down. Not to 
spite Kimble but due to a labor 
dispute. 


In the last twelve months, 
for instance, the section issued 
more than 51,900,000 sheets of 
printed matter. The depart¬ 
ment estimates that the paper 
used would be sufficient to 
more than cover 27 assembly 
buildings of Convair FW’s size. 
End to end, this quantity of 
paper would stretch 9,621 miles. 


It’s the job of the Publications 
Section to supply the Air Force 
with technical orders affecting 
even the smallest change in the 
B-36. When a change in some 
part or design is made, the change 
is immediately forwarded to pub¬ 
lications to be illustrated, ex¬ 
plained and prepared for Air 
Force people who need to know. 


The changes are detailed in 
page form and sent to Air Force 
people to supplement previous de¬ 
scriptions and orders about the 
B-36. At B-36 bases, they are 
inserted in books dealing with 
maintenance and operation of the 
B-36. 

Change notices first call for 
publications people from both di¬ 
visions to get together to arrange 
preliminary plans for the techni¬ 
cal order page layout. 

A publications writer then 
draws up a rough draft of the 
copy, while the illustrators sketch 
an art layout to illustrate the 
change. 

The text and art are edited 
and corrected to meet all re¬ 
quirements, after which a final 
page layout is drawn up. This 
is turned into a photo-lithograph¬ 
ic negative by the photographic 
laboratory and returned to the 
publications section. 

Final retouching is done on the 






Here’s a list. You forgot half 
the things last year. 


PAYING A CALL—Young Jackie Leathers, 5, who won CRA 
pony at circus-picnic in September, is now well at home with his 
mount. He is shown paying a visit to sister, Joan Marie, 3, in 
backyard sandpile of La M«sa home. 

Pony Convair Boy Won at SD Picnic 
Turns Out to Be Neighborhood Pet 


What ever happened to Teddy 
the pony and Boots the cat? 

Teddy was the pony at San 
Diego that CRA gave to Jackie 
Leathers, son of Ethel Mae Leath¬ 
ers of Dept. 24-6 SD, who held 
the winning ticket last September 
at the circus picnic. 

Boots was the kitten who was 
entombed in a wall of Building 
1 at SD and added his conversa¬ 
tion to a division manager’s staff 
meeting. 

“Teddy’s fine!” CONVAIR¬ 
IETY learned last week on a 
visit to Jackie. “I almost 
changed his name to Silver, and 
then decided not to.” 

Although the pony has a corral 
near Jackie’s La Mesa home, he 
is frequently in the backyard, too, 
and wanders around with the kids 
like a big, friendly dog. 

Meanwhile, Boots the cat—so 
named because of four white feet 
—is growing up in the trailer 
home of Mrs. R. E. Van Landing- 
ham. She was Ruth Ware of 
Dept. 102 SD until her recent 
marriage. 

“She is two or three times as 
big as when we got her early in 
September and eats like a horse! 

“She is the liveliest kitten 


and doesn’t like to be cooped 
up. Maybe that’s because of 
her experience inside a wall!” 


BALL OF FIRE —Boots, the 
cat that attended an SD Division 
manager's staff meeting while in¬ 
side a wall, is growing, up. She 
is shown with owner, Mrs. R. E. 
Van Landingham, who is in Dept. 
102 . 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest formation of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Play every Tuesday 
and Thursday, 7 to 10 p.m., W. C. Stripling Junior High gymnasium. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 6260. Any 
department needing assistance in planning or financing a party or dance should 
contact the commissioner. 


BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284 ; home phone WI-4788. Rehearsal, 
7:30 p.m. Thursdays at east club room, Will Rogers CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner. Second shift, Jack Criswell. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Plant-wide tournament 
scheduled Dec. 8 and 9 at Tavener’s Playdium. Second shift, W. Doom, ext. 3185. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Next meeting will be in 
January. 

CAMERA CLUB—Stan Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Instruction classes 
7:30 p.m. every other Monday. Regular meeting, quarterly contest, 3 p.m. Dec. 
16 at CRA club room, 6801 Camp Bowie. Second shift, J. D. Goodman, ext. 6293. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—W. E. Cooper, commissioner, ext. 2192. 
Play now under way during lunch hours and rest periods. 

CHORAL—Ro'y Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 2135. Rehearsal 7:30 each Wed¬ 
nesday, east club room. Will Rogers CRA Center. Group singing Mondays, Wed¬ 
nesdays and Fridays, 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. at 50-foot aisle, Col. 71-R and 119-C. 
Group singing Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:20 to 11:45 a.m., Dept. 31. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Wing & Masque Players re¬ 
hearsals for “Lovo From a Stranger” at 8 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 
CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
ends Dec/ 31st with prizes for largest black bass, crappie, sand bass or channel 
cat caught on rod and reel or cane pole and line. Report weight of fish at CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 

FOLK DANCING—A1 Stateson, commissioner, ext. 2168. Dancing each Tuesday, 
Northside Recreation building, 18th and Harrington. Beginners, 7:30 to 8:15 p.m. 
Advanced, 8:15 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Second shift, E. R. Muncy, ext. 
5133. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plantwide horseshoe 
pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Duck season open until 
Dec. 29. Duck stamps available for $2.50 at any post office. Deer season Nov. 16 
to Dec. 31 inclusive with prize for largest deer killed in Texas based on field 
dressed weight. Head will be mounted for hunter who kills deer with most points. 
Report information to CRA office, ext. 5141. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Skating from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. each Sunday, Tuesday and Friday, Will Rogers Coliseum. 

LITTLE LEAGUES—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 3188. 


MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Tuesday during lunch hour in 50-foot 
aisle. “Riverboat Mystery” serial shown each Thursday, same time and place. 

PING PONG—L. A. Sandquist, commissioner, ext. 2100 ; home phone NO-3023. 
Play during lunch periods at plant and 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays at west club room, 
Will Rogers CRA Center. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Code class at 6:30 p.m. and 
radio theory class at 7:30 p.m. each Wednesday. Regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
each Thursday. Monthly program first Sunday of each month, 2 p.m. All meetings 
and classes at Ridglea CRA Center (CRA Ham Shack), 6801 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

RIDING CLUB—M. C. Copold, commissioner, ext. 2255. Children’s classes, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m Saturdays and 4:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. Adult classes, 
11 a.m. Mondays and 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays. CRA riding facilities moved to 
Circle R ranch. Rental horses available for CRA members at 50 cents an hour. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping from 2:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Sundays for all shifts; 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays for day 
shift; 10 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays for night shift. All at Circle R Arena. 


SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation building, 18th and Harrington. Beginners, 7 to 8 
p.m., advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Monthly All-Shift dance, 8:30 to 11 p.m. Dec. 22 at 
above location. Admission 50cents. 

STAMP CLUB—W. E. Fouts, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meeting first Tuesday 
of every month at Will Rogers CRA club room. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. Activity suspended until 

SI>ri WASHER PITCHING—-Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Washer 
pitching under way during lunch hours. 


New CRA Play 
Starts Dec. 12 

Tickets for the Convair FW 
Wing and Masque production of 
“Love from a Stranger,” are now 
on sale for 50 cents in the CRA 
office. 

The psychological thriller based 
on a story by Agatha Christie 
will be staged by the Convair 
Thespians Dec. 12-15 in the CRA 
playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 
Curtain time is 8 p.m. 

The chilling dramatic story 
revolves around a modern blue- 
beard who makes a profession of 
marrying charming and wealthy 
women only to dispose of them 
forever. 

A Convair husband and wife 
will make their first appearance 
before a Convair audience as the 
murderer and wife No. 5. The 
modern bluebeard will be played 
by Dave Halsey, Dept. 7-2, and 
his wife Lois will portray the 
role of Cecily Harrington, sweep- 
stakes prize winner who marries 
the polished psychopath. 

Other cast members include 
Rose Nelson, wife of R. F. Nel¬ 
son, Dept. 6-5 as “Louise Gar¬ 
rard”; Helen Rogers, Dept. 6-9, 

' as “Mavis Wilson”; Charles Mc- 
Lane, Dept. 27-1, as “Nigel Law¬ 
rence”; John C. Browne, Dept. 
6-4, as “Hodgson”; Harry Weim- 
er, Dept. 6-4, “Dr. Gribble,” and 
Betty Treinen, Dept. 6-4, as 
“Ethel.” 

Directing the production is E. 
Stan Brown, drama commissioner. 
Others assisting include Chet 
Rothacker, Dept. 4, assistant di¬ 
rector; Chris Litscher, Dept. 6-5, 
and Bill Rogers, husband of 
Helen Rogers, technical produc¬ 
tion; and Maureen Hanes, Dept. 
6-5, make-up. 


Convair FW Singers 
Will Star in Xmas 
Festival on Dec. 15 

Convair FW vocalists will be 
in the spotlight Saturday, Dec. 
15, when they present the annual 
“Convair Night” during Foil: 
Worth’s Christmas Tree Festival 
at Burk Burnett Park. 

Members of CRA’s choral club 
will give a 45-minute program of 
Christmas carols beginning at 8 
p.m. Interspersed with the carols 
will be the Christmas story told 
by E. G. Crosier, assistant super¬ 
visor of Employee Services sec¬ 
tion and associate pastor of the 
Riverside Baptist church. This 
year’s program will be similar to 
that given in 1950. 

Roy Cantrell, CRA choral com¬ 
missioner, will direct the singing. 
Final rehearsal for the program 
will be at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
10, Cantrell says. 

All Convair employees and 
their families are invited to come 
out and join in the caroling. 



. . . and to lighten your load, 
I’ll take my stuff right now! 



ASSEMBLY LINE — Convair 
FW folk pinch hit for Santa 
Claus, wrapping 30,000 presents 
for youngsters who will receive 
them at Christmas party. At 
right, L. L. Boyd does double 
duty as he wraps and baby sits 
with three-month-old Justin Alan 
Boyd. Scores of Convair people 
generously gave their time to 
task. 


Variety Marks Winners Take $400 in Awards 
Sports Prizes in CRA-Sponsored Bridge Meet 


Convair FW sportsmen can al¬ 
most take their choice of prizes 
to be presented this month by the 
CRA Hunting and Fishing clubs. 

Awards range from binoculars 
for the largest deer killed in 
Texas to turkeys for top marks¬ 
men at the annual Christmas tur¬ 
key shoot Dec. 15. 

Hunting Commissioner R. D. 
Jones has requested all deer 
hunters competing for the award 
to register field-dressed weight 
of their kills at the Employee 
Activities office, ext. 5141. A 
pair of 7 x 50 power binoculars 
will be presented the winner. 

In addition, Jones says, CRA 
will arrange for trophy mounting 
of the deer with the most points 
bagged by a Convair FW hunter. 

CRA last month awarded an 
identical pair of the field glasses 
to Joe Pinkerton, Dept. 30, for 
killing the largest deer in CRA’s 
out-of-state contest. 

Prizes for the annual Christ¬ 
mas turkey shoot include tur¬ 
keys, ducks and chickens for 
first, second and third place win¬ 
ners, respectively. The meet is 
scheduled Dec. 15 at the Fort 
Worth Rifle and Pistol club range 
and will duplicate the Thanks¬ 
giving contest. 

The first shoot will be a 100- 
yard, all-bore and all-sight con¬ 
test, while the second event of 
the afternoon calls for a 50-yard, 
.22-caliber, iron sight shoot. Tar¬ 
gets and .22 rifle ammunition 
will be furnished by CRA. 

Rounding out the sportsmen’s 
activities for the year is the 
quarterly fishing contest which 
closes Dec. 31. Rods and reels 
will be presented those who hook 
the largest bass, crappie, sand 
bass and channel catfish caught 
on either a rod and reel or cane 
pole and line. 


Badminton Doubles 
Tournament Starts 

Registration and pairings de¬ 
layed the opening of the CRA 
handicap doubles badminton tour¬ 
nament at Convair FW until last 
week, Phil Mahaffey, badminton 
commissioner, announced. Play 
opened last Tuesday and will con¬ 
tinue each Tuesday and Thursday 
night at 7:30 on the hardwood 
courts at W. C. Stripling Junior 
High Gymnasium. 


Forty persons walked off with 
an estimated $400 worth of prizes 
last week to climax the annual 
CRA-sponsored bridge tourna¬ 
ment at Convair FW, according 
to H. H. Pinkerton, tournament 
co-chairman. 

A total of 226 persons partici¬ 
pated in the contest during the 
four sessions, Pinkerton reports. 

Top team honors for Convair 
entrants went to J. E. Meister, 
Dept. 6-4, and M. M. Melnik, 6-4, 
while Pinkerton counted top score 
for individuals. 

In the initial open pair contest 
restricted to Convair employees, 
C. E. Hart and Truman Welborn, 
both of Dept. 6-4, took first place. 

Second place went to J. A. Dil- 
worth, Dept. 6-2, and his wife; 
while G. P. Anderson, 6-6, and 
W. W. Hill, 6-2, won third. 

Remainder of the tournament 
was held Sunday with a women’s 
pair and a men’s pair contest held 
simultaneously. 

Winners in the femme bracket 
were Mrs. W. A. Todd, whose 
husband is in Dept. 9-1, and Mrs. 
B. D. Getzendaner. Second place 
went to Mrs. J. M. Frost Jr., and 
Mrs. H. H. Pinkerton, both wives 
of Convair Dept. 6-4 employees. 

H. E. Stern and F. T. Bly from 
Dept. 6-1 teamed up for top 
honors in the men’s pair while 
B. J. Lynn, 7-2, and G. G. Stogs- 
dill, 11-5, came in second. 

Following a banquet Sunday 
evening, the tournament conclud¬ 
ed with a wide open session. The 
event was both open pair and 
open to the public. There were 
no Convair winners. 

The tournament was conducted 


under auspices of the American 
Contract Bridge league. Ar¬ 
rangements were handled by W. 
E. Eldred, 6-4, commissioner; E. 
M. Propper, 6-2, president; Dil- 
worth and Pinkerton. All events 
at Western Hills Hotel. 

Included among the 40 prizes 
awarded were Ronson table light¬ 
ers, Kem plastic playing cards, 
silver items and perfume. The 
top eight winners in each bracket 
received prizes. 

The tournament concluded sea¬ 
son activities of the CRA bridge 
club. Regular club meetings will 
be resumed Jan. 18 at a place to 
be announced later. 


Bombardier Lives up 
to Name in CRA Shoot 

W. R. Camp and C. E. Bom¬ 
bardier zeroed in on the two top 
prizes in the annual CRA turkey 
shoot held at Convair FW last 
week. 

Camp, Dept. 27-7, carried home 
a big turkey for winning first in 
the all-bore, all-sight shoot. Bom¬ 
bardier, Dept. 27-1, copped a sec¬ 
ond turkey for winning first in 
the .22. rifle division. 

Second place in the all-bore, 
all-sight contest won H. A. Cole, 
Dept. 4-1, a capon. Another 
capon went to A. F. Yates, Dept. 
30, for winning second place in 
the .22 rifle shoot. 

Third places were won by E. 
A. Richards, Dept. 76, in the all¬ 
bore, all-sight shoot, and J. E. 
Grady, Dept. 65, in the .22 rifle 
shoot. Both won chickens. 


Dec. 9 Set by Riding Club 
For Circle R Open House 


An invitation to inspect CRA’s 
new quarters at Circle R Ranch 
was extended to all CRA mem¬ 
bers at Convair FW this week 
by members of the Riding Club. 

Riding Club members have 
designated Dec. 9 as official open¬ 
ing date of the new recreational 
facilities at the 28-acre tract west 
of Fort Worth. 

CRA members interested in 
joining riding activities or in tak¬ 
ing instruction in horseback rid¬ 
ing were invited by G. H. Dun¬ 
can, club president, to apply at 
Circle R Ranch. 

“We are ready to start new 


adult and youngsters riding 
classes,” Duncan says. “We will 
be glad to sign any one up for 
the class sessions during the open 
house.” 

Qualified instructors are avail¬ 
able to teach both children and 
adults. CRA has 15 horses, 
bridles and saddles available at 
a nominal fee. 

Duncan also stated that addi¬ 
tional information on Sunday 
morning trail rides would be 
available. The trail rides are held 
each Sunday and include cross¬ 
country riding parties. 
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Navy Champs 
on Fight Card 



COME 'N GET IT!—W. C. "Woody" Henderson, defending 
all events bowling champ at Convair FW, shows off some of prizes 
that will go to winners in plant-wide CRA bowling, tournament next 
month. "Woody" wonders if he mig,ht again take home some of 
the "loot." _ 

FW Keglers Start Race 
For 'Loot' in Tourney 


A host of Navy champions will 
mark the Convair CRA “fight 
night” this coming Saturday 
(Dec. 8) at the Coliseum in San 
Diego. 

Main event will be Glen Irwin 
of Naval Training Center against 
Jeff Underwood of CruDesPac. 
Irwin was runner-up to Ken 
Davis, international champ in the 
Golden Gloves this year; while 
Underwood is a prominent Navy 
titleholder and veteran . of 65 
bouts. 

“I asked for this fight,” Under¬ 
wood explained. “The last time I 
met Glen I lost a very close deci¬ 
sion. I think it’ll be different 


Two Convair SD basketball 
teams entered city league play 
this week under CRA sponsorship 
in a pre-season tournament that 
will be a “feeler” before teams 
are assigned to regular leagues. 

The tournament is a double 
elimination affair, CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Gil Crosthwaite explained, 
and team performances will in 
a large degree determine the 
leagues to which they will be as¬ 
signed later. Games will be 
scheduled every night Monday 
through Thursdays at Balboa 
gym and daily newspapers will 


this time.” 

Matchmaker Ralph Smith said 
the card this week will be far the 
best so far, and the other two 
“fight nights” have been excel¬ 
lent. In fact, Smith said the card 
will be one of the best amateur 
slates in the country. 

Other bouts will pit George 
Price vs. Art Medlock; Sam Wil¬ 
liams vs. Jim Robinson; Leroy 
Burns vs. Sol Grant; Chuck 
Burns vs. Johnnie Eugenio of 
Convair; Carl Costantino vs. Den¬ 
nis O’Connor, both of Convair. 
(The latter two are the ones 
who almost scored a double 
knockout last time.) 


carry exact times. 

The Convair team, winner of 
last year’s Metropolitan League 
crown, will be piloted by Tee 
Connelley, former All-American, 
now in Dept. 25 at SD. Connelley 
will be both coach and manager. 
In a similar spot for the other 
team, the Convair Eagles, will be 
Dean Whitney of Dept. 6. 

Crosthwaite asked all those in¬ 
terested in managing teams in 
a plant league to appear at a 
meeting in CRA Clubhouse Dec. 
20 at 3:45 p.m. to make organiza¬ 
tional plans. 


Keglers at Convair FW are 
ready to swing into the annual 
CRA bowling tournament at 
Tavener’s Playdium Saturday and 
Sunday of this week and Dec. 15 
and 16. 

Entries indicate that an in¬ 
crease of about 60 per cent over 
the participation in 1950 will 
mark this year’s tourney, accord¬ 
ing to J. W. Johnson, tournament 
manager. 


Winter Freezes 
FW Golf Events 

“Old Man Winter” was one of 
the major competitors in the final 
CRA golf sweepstakes of the 
year Nov. 18 when par chasers 
at Convair FW vied against 
chilling winter winds for prizes. 

Early morning swingsters were 
faced with the problem of steer¬ 
ing the ball across ice covered 
greens before the sun peeked 
through to thaw things out. 

Despite adverse weather condi¬ 
tions, T. C. Montgomery, Dept. 
3, posted a net 71 to cop first 
place in Class A. Paul Ondo, 
Dept. 7, and J. M. Cudd, Dept. 
24, deadlocked for second with 
72’s. 

Group B competition saw L. F. 
Ferguson, Dept. 25, take first 
with a net 68. W. L. Conley, 
Dept. 43, was second with a net 
72. Nell Karpinsky, Dept. 27, and 
Jim Topliff, Dept. 7, tied for 
third with 73’s. 

H. V. Purnell, Dept. 2-1, posted 
a net 67 for first in the Class C 
division. L. 0. White, Dept. 25, 
was second with a net 69, and 
Frank Fox, Dept. 6, third with a 
70. 

Class D division winner was 
J. V. O’Keefe, Dept. 47, with a 
net 72. Y. E. Boyer, Dept. 6-4, 
was second with a 73, and K. G. 
Taylor, Dept. 18-0, third with a 
74. 

F. F. Foster, golf commis¬ 
sioner, announced at the close of 
the tournament that only special 
golf events will be held until the 
spring months. 

The November sweepstakes 
were handled by Bob Gabbe, 
Larry Messersmith and L. A. 
Sandquist. 


Dittmann Leads in 
SD Pistol Shooting 

Bill Dittmann led master 
marksmen at SD during Novem¬ 
ber with a 294 over the .22 police 
pistol course, while Jim Half acre 
was tops among the experts with 
283, Chet Sheppherd led sharp¬ 
shooters with 272 and Dave Hull 
was first among marksmen with 
261. 

For center fire short national 
match, Harold Jensen was first 
in Class A, Jim Baxter tops in 
Class B and Jake Nerlinger led 
Class C. 


All events scheduled for the 
men’s division will be run off 
Dec. 8 and 9. Fifty-six teams 
composed of five men each will 
take part in the team event. 
Doubles events list 120 teams 
and 210 men have registered for 
men’s singles. The all-events 
class will have over 200 partici¬ 
pants. 

Feminine bowlers will swing 
into action at Tavener’s Dec. 15 
and 16. Nine teams are entered 
in the team event, six in the 
doubles event, 28 in the singles, 
and 24 in the ladies all-events. 

Over $900 in cash prizes plus 
an additional $300 in trophies and 
awards for first-place winners 
will be presented in the men’s 
division, Johnson says. 

The ladies will be bowling for 
an estimated $130 in cash prizes 
plus $100 in merchandise. 

Prizes and trophies ranging 
from desk clocks to wrist watches 
and bowling trophies will .be pre¬ 
sented in addition to cash for the 
ace sharpshooters. 


Novices and Experts 
Alike to Get Chance 
to Win SD Turkeys 

Convair CRA at SD will spon¬ 
sor a Christmas archery turkey 
shoot Dec. 16 in Balboa Park, 
Sixth and Laurel, 1 p.m. 

CRA Commissioner Eddie Gen- 
eras said it will be strictly a 
novelty shoot with chances of 
winning equal regardless of skill, 
though there will be a few events 
where experience pays off. Gen- 
eras said some of the contests 
will be breaking balloons that 
carry hidden numbers; poker hand 
targets; dropping arrows into 
barrels, with the winner deter¬ 
mined by chance. 

“Even those who have never 
shot an arrow before will have 
an excellent chance of winning,” 
Generas said. “All archers are 
invited and everyone is welcome. 
We have equipment available for 
novices. Come and bring the 
whole family.” 


20 FW Teams 
Drill as Hoop 
Season Nears 

Convair FW basketball man¬ 
agers are drilling their teams in 
final practice sessions this week 
in preparation for the opening of 
league play next week. 

Twenty teams, including a 
girl’s squad, will try for league 
crowns this season, announced 
Ed Tucknies, basketball commis¬ 
sioner. 

Because of the record number 
of first shift intra-plant teams— 
11—two first shift leagues have 
been organized. Six squads will 
vie for second shift honors. 

A squad of Convair girls has 
been organized, although a team 
manager has not been appointed, 
Tucknies said. Interested man¬ 
agers are asked to contact the 
CRA office, ext. 5141. 

Two Convair teams will seek 
titles in outside play. The Major 
City League Bombers, managed 
by Ben Carroll, and Dept. 31’s 
National League squad, headed 
by H. Goodspeed, are ready for 
their first court appearance. 

Team managers were named at 
a meeting, Nov. 27. In addition 
to Carroll and Goodspeed they in¬ 
clude: Convair League No. 1, 
Dept. 48, J. L. Shen; Dept. 43, 
Paul Lanham; Dept. 81, G. D. 
Moran; Dept. 27-5, E. F. Ellis; 
Dept. 8-3, W. D. Milligan. 

Convair League No. 2, Tech- 
reps, L. S. Perry; Dept. 61, Vem 
Wilson; Dept. 22-2, J. W. Carter; 
Dept. 28-1, Perry Glenn; Dept. 
4-5, George Kornegay; Dept. 31, 
T. H. Moore. 

Second shift managers include, 
Dept. 20-2, W. R. Wills; Dept. 
27-2, K. C. Beck; Dept. 47, D. M. 
Peterson; Dept. 22-8, D. W. 
Batts; Dept. 45, Robert C. Lee; 
Dept. 14-2, T. L. Johnson. 


FW Golfer on Coast 
Scores Hole-in-One 

The skill of a Convair FW 
golfer spread from Vallejo, Calif., 
to Fort Worth this week. 

Walter V. Kosiak, Convair FW 
structures engineer representa¬ 
tive at Travis Air Force Base, 
sank a hole in one on the Vallejo 
municipal golf course Nov. 18. 
He sank his seven iron tee shot 
on a 140-yard, par three, for the 
first hole-in-one in his four-year 
golfing career. 



. . . and you’d better bring two 
of everything so’s my old man 
can have HIS fun, too! 



"LEGAL SEASON"—Turkeys were "in season" for Convair SD 
marksmen recently at a CRA turkey shoot. Contestants line up in 
this photo at pistol range. Left to right: Ray French, Bernice Freed, 
D. D. Stewart, J. A. Wilford, L. Cunningham (son of Ray Cunning¬ 
ham), J. H. Searcy (husband of Rosemary Searcy), Ash Bishop and 
J. J. Baxter. 



TURKEY "SHOTS"—CRA Commissioner Gil Crosthwaite, center, 
hands out orders for turkeys to Jerry Nuss, right, and Bob Sanchez, 
who won them in free throw basketball "shoot" at Convair S.D. 
Crosthwaite said event will become annual fixture of basketball 
season at SD. Nuss and Sanchez tied with 40 baskets in 50 trys. 



IN THE RING—Dennis O'Connor (Dept. 31 SD) rests in corner 
with his trainer, Terry McGovern (now in Dept. 25), following wild 
first bout Nov. 10 which O'Connor won. Victory assured him a 
spot on next "CRA Fight Night" card at San Diego, Dec. 8, at 
Coliseum. 

Two SD Hoop Teams See Action 
in Pre-Season City Tourney 









































Page 8 


CONVAIRIETY 


December 5, 1951 



INSTALLED—New bending roller is adjusted to handle B-36 wing skins. Machine (one of FW's 
largest) will save time and money in preparing materials for production. It weighs 400,00 pounds. 



DESIGNER—R. L. Bayless, who 
last month was named chief de¬ 
sign engineer at SD. He formerly 
headed Preliminary Design. Bay¬ 
less follows Frank Davis, recently 
named assistant chief engineer. 



PROJECT CHIEF—J. H. 
Famme, new chief project en¬ 
gineer at SD. Previously he was 
project engineer for R3Y and 
P5Y. He succeeds N. W. Bouley, 
now assistant chief SD engineer. 


Harwell New 
SD Chief Pilot 

Effective Nov. 16, W. B. Har¬ 
well was named chief pilot for 


Production Flight Operations at 
Convair SD, K. F. Leaman, SD 
Division manager, announced. 

Harwell will report to P. M. 
Prophett, manager of SD Flight. 

He replaces A. 



HARWELL 


sence. 

The new 
chief pilot has 
been with Con¬ 


vair 10 years. From 1942 to 1945 
he was a flight captain at Con¬ 
vair FW and for two years pilot¬ 
ed AL 610 (company plane which 
flew between San Diego and 
Washington, D. C.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Harwell live in 
Mission Valley. Even in leisure 
hours Harwell is frequently “in 
the air,” for he often attends 
horse shows to ride one of his 
two blue ribbon jumpers. 


C. Bussy, vete- 
r a n Convair 
pilot, who has 
been ill for 
several months 
and currently, 
is on extended 
leave of ab¬ 


Convair FW Installs Big 
Unit to Roll B-36 Skins 


Workmen at Convair FW were 
busy this week making final ad¬ 
justments on the installation of 
one of the largest machines in 
the division — a 400,000-pound 
pinch-type bending roller. 

The bending roller is being in¬ 
stalled in the Machine Shop and 
will be used for rolling contours 
in wing skins destined for use 
on the B-36. 

The overall length of the giant 
machine is 30 feet and two inches. 
It is mounted in a hole dug be¬ 
neath the plant floor to allow for 
easy feeding of sheet material 
into the rollers. 

Three rollers are mounted near 
the floor level to form wing skin 
materials into the correct con¬ 
tour. 

In addition to its regular job 
of shaping wing skin contours, 
the machine is capable of shaping 
cones and rolling other types of 
materials. 

Scheduled for operation 
sometime in December, the 
bending roller will make it un¬ 
necessary to ship wing skins 
to Houston to be rolled into the 
desired contour, as has been 
done since start of B-36 pro¬ 
duction, according to H. R. 
Montgomery, Machine Shop 
general foreman. 

Previously, a firm in Houston 
had the only bending roller ca¬ 
pable of contouring B-36 wing 
skins. 

“The installation of the bend¬ 
ing roller will also help us save 
material, as well as time,” says 
Montgomery. “In shipping the 
skins, regardless of how carefully 
they are handled, corrosion and 
some damage results. These must 
be sanded out and reworked be¬ 
fore they can be used.” 

Wet wing skin material can 
now be put through the bending 
roller immediately upon arrival 
to prevent corrosion. 

Speed is another keynote of 


SD Club Roll Totals 
1300, Best in History 

Membership in Convair SD’s 
Management Club has gone be¬ 
yond the 1,300 mark, the largest 
figure in the history of the SD 
Division. 

President J. M. Rogers said a 
well-timed mail campaign has 
brought 80 per cent of the eligi- 
bles into the fold. The figure 
now is double that of six months 
ago. In one week more than 100 
joined. He attributed the rise to 
emphasizing variety in arranging 
meeting programs. 

Burns Prove Fatal 
To Convair Father 

Funeral services and burial 
were held at Leonard, Tex., for 
Floyd E. White, 43-year-old Con¬ 
vair FW Dept. 50-2 employee 
who suffered fatal bums in an 
Armistice Day automobile acci¬ 
dent. 

White was the third member 
of his family to die as a result 
of the accident. His wife, Mrs. 
Ruby White, and a son, Dene, 
also were fatally burned. 


the bending roller. It can shape 
a wing skin of any desired length 
in approximately 28 seconds. 

Convair Telescope 
Technique Shown 

Twenty-five representatives of 
aircraft and instrument manufac¬ 
turers from throughout the na¬ 
tion gathered at Convair FW re¬ 
cently to witness a demonstration 
on “The Application of Optics to 
the Master Tooling Dock.” 

The demonstration centered 
around the use of telescopes to 
check alignment of aircraft tool¬ 
ing docks and assembly tools fab¬ 
ricated in them. 

The demonstration was termed 
successful by Ralph A. Fuhrer, 
Convair’s Fort Worth Division 
chief tool engineer. 

“It is felt the application of 
optics to the master tooling dock 
will stimulate interest in the 
value of both techniques. The 
two appear to complement each 



DOWN A LITTLE—While G. 
Savage, Convair FW tool analyst, 
looks on, John Borner of Republic 
Aircraft gives signals to set optic 
tool dock alignment during re¬ 
cent demonstration given before 
25 aircraft representatives. 

other very well in checking align¬ 
ments,” Fuhrer said, “and may 
bring about real savings of time 
and money in aircraft tooling.” 

Convair used its master tooling 
dock extensively in fabricating 
jigs and fixtures for the swept 
wing YB-60, the all-jet heavy 
bomber which is expected to fly 
early next year. 

Air Materiel Command spon¬ 
sored the demonstration with 
John Borner, Republic Aircraft 
Corp. representative, and G. 
Savage, Convair tooling analyst, 
handling actual mechanics. 

Representatives saw the tele¬ 
scopes in actual use in the mas¬ 
ter tooling dock, an 80-foot struc¬ 
ture resembling a small ship dry- 
dock. The dock is the largest of 
its kind in the aircraft industry, 
and has brought about revolu¬ 
tionary advances in the speed, 
accuracy and economy with which 
assembly tooling is being pro¬ 
duced. 


Two of Convair Foreign 
Legion' Return to States 


Two members of Convair’s 
“foreign legion” were back home 
in San Diego this month, one.of 
them with a bride. 

The latter is Henry Bombach, 
Service representative who com¬ 
pleted a yeaFs assignment with 
Garuda Indonesian Airways in 
Djakarta. While abroad he mar¬ 
ried a Dutch girl (CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, May 23, 1951). 

The other is Ted Laven, Serv¬ 
ice representative assigned to Eu¬ 
rope, now back with wife and 
children after a six-month ab¬ 
sence. 

Both brought back confirmation 
of strong customer acceptance of 
Convair-Liners. Bombach said 
that Garuda’s load factors are so 
high that he made only infre¬ 
quent trips in the line’s eight 
Convairs “because I knew I would 
be bumping a paying passenger.” 
Garuda flies a wide network in 
the Far East. The longest route 
is from Djakarta to Manila. 
Their ships are equipped with 
extra wing tanks increasing 
range. 

“Model 240s aren’t the only 
Convair ships that Garuda is 
flying,” Bombach said. 
“They’ve also got eight Cata- 
linas. They are amphibians and 
carry freight and passengers 
to remote islands that have no 
landing fields, even landing on 
rivers in Borneo!” 

Djakarta, capital of the com¬ 
paratively new Indonesian Re¬ 
public, shares a problem with 
that of many U. S. cities—hous¬ 
ing. Pre-war population was a 



NEW HOME—Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Bombach, shown at wed¬ 
ding in Indonesia last spring. 
Now transferred to San Diego, 
it is Mrs. Bombach's first visit 
to states. 

half million. Now the city num¬ 
bers about two million. 

“When I married, it was fortu¬ 
nate my mother-in-law was a 
landlady or we w T ould never have 
found an apartment!” Bombach 
said. 

Bombach said there is no de¬ 
scribing life in Indonesia. You 
must go there to fully appreciate 
it. He ate more rice there than 
he had ever eaten before (be¬ 
cause they really know how to 
cook it); found the famous island 
of Bali a paradise but missed 
modern plumbing; found the cli¬ 
mate the most “constant” in the 
world, usually about 85 degrees 
in mid-day and 80 at night with 
a yearly low of 76! 


Convair Moonliners' Introduce 


Night Flying to Europeans 


Convair-Liners in Europe have 
overcome resistance to night fly¬ 
ing and are flying regular sched¬ 
ules in darkness, Ted Laven, Con¬ 
vair Service representative, re¬ 
ported this week on return from 
six months on the continent. 

“KLM and Sabena are both fly¬ 
ing night schedules. They link 
London, Paris, 

Stockholm, 

Copenhagen. 

“They call 
them Convair 
‘ Moonliners, ’ ” 
he said. 

Laven was 
strongly opti¬ 
mistic about 
the sales pos¬ 
sibilities i n 
Europe for 
model 340s and said that in his 
opinion this is our market of 
greatest promise. 

“My impression was that the 
average person in Europe treats 
the war threat with less serious¬ 
ness than in the U. S. 

“After my return I’m more 
concerned than when I was 
abroad—but maybe that’s be¬ 
cause I couldn’t read the papers 
over there!” 

Helsinki, Finland, where Laven 


spent time in connection with 
purchase of three model 340s by 
Aero O/Y line, is fixed in Laven’s 
mind more firmly than any other 
country, but not because of air¬ 
planes. 

“They asked me if I wanted to 
go to a ‘Sauna’ and I thought it 
was a fan dance and said yes. 
... It turned out to be a Finnish 
Bath!” 

In 45 minutes “bathing” Laven 
lost seven pounds, perspired in a 
room where the humidity was 
zero but the temperature 115 
centigrade (that’s over the boil¬ 
ing point!). 

“Then they had me jump into 
the Baltic with the temperature 
almost freezing. I was so hot 
the water felt barely cool!” 

Finland is getting ready at a 
great rate for the Olympic Games 
next year, he said, building a 
great stadium and apartments 
and a new airport. The latter is 
being built largely by prisoners. 

“A drunk driver is likely to 
find himself pounding rock on 
the new Helsinki air strip!” 

Another novel bit of infor¬ 
mation Laven brought home 
was about the Autobahn in 
Germany, where American GI 
influence has brought about 
such developments as drive-ins 
and juke boxes! 



LAYEN 



AT SEA—Convair SD Management Club members and families 
"went to sea" last month on novel excursion that took them on tour 
of San Diego bay. More than 100 boarded chartered boat, saw 
sights from water on two-hour cruise from Destroyer Base to Point 
Loma. 







































